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MEETING THE GRAIL 

~ Noreen Willhelm ~ 
 
The road – the peninsula, really -- was long and narrow, framed by houses on both 
sides, boats docked nearby. We were surrounded by water, evidence of the increasing 
encroachment of the salty Gulf on the bayous of southernmost Louisiana. The houses, 
recently raised on stilts, and the yards still reflected the damage wrought by Hurricane 
Rita four years earlier. Inside the house, not five minutes after the warm welcome, Grail 
member Theresa Dardar and her husband, Donald, laid before us two massive platters 
of steaming blue crabs. Donald, a shrimper and crabber by trade, had caught them just 
hours before. This was a Louisiana welcome. This is The Grail. 
 
It’s hard to believe that next Tuesday will mark 
six months for me as National Director of The 
Grail in the United States. In that time, I have 
had lunch with the Dayton Grail at Rose Mary 
Clark’s house (Virginia Deters, Ellen Duell, 
Barbara Gibbons), met scores of members at 
Grailville’s 65th Anniversary celebration and the 
National Retreat, visited the centers in 
Cornwall and the Bronx, shared the (evidently 
successful) prayers of the Louisiana Grail for a 
Super Bowl victory for their beloved New 
Orleans Saints, and even caught Carol Webb 
for a couple of days in Illinois, before she 
headed back to Australia, by way of Utrecht 
and India, and her new role on the ILT. These 
visits, I believe, are helping to lay the groundwork for the future and for me, as I come to
know The Grail and the women who have lived it in the 

 
United States for the past 70 

ears. 
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lon, Dorothy Rasenberger, Carol Skyrm, Kate Twohy. What a 

reat visit we had! 
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In autumn, the perfect time to take a train up the Hudson River to Cornwall, I got a tas
of the hospitality of the upstate New York center.  Simonetta Romana picked me up
from the train station and the next two days were a whirlwind of getting-to-know-you 
time with Sharon Thomson, luscious meals prepared by Emily Thomas and sh
with Cay Charles, Ruth Chisolm (Alice Gallagher wasn’t able to come) and a 
smattering of the greater Cornwall community. Simo generously drove me to the Bronx 
Center, where Mary Kay Louchart and Sharon Joslyn introduced me to the women of 
the Bronx Grail: Margareta Cabrera, Angelica Contreras (who kindly shared 
with Nqobile Masuku and me), Rosa Contreras, Mpanda Kalala, Elizabeth 
McGivney, Laura Pagoada-Mellado, and members of the NY Politics and Spirituality
Group: Patricia Dil
g



 The Grail in the United States 

I spent three days in Louisiana in early February, 
enjoying the gracious hospitality of Marian Schwab. 
We dropped in on new member Dora Delancey at 
Annunziata Catholic Church in Houma, where she 
serves as Hispanic coordinator, offering a wide range 
of services to  the community; visited Explorer Dottie 
Cortez in her amazing, love-filled home outside 
Thibodaux; and ate plenty of (local!) seafood. Una 
Hargrave welcomed us to her home for the monthly 
meeting of the Lafayette Grail, an impressive gathering 
that has been together for 45 years! What a crew: 
Gloria Boudreaux, Pat Bradley, Fran Hebert, Viola 
LaFosse, Cookie Lucas, Anita Phillips, Angele 
Smith, Maria-Emilia Thomas. Even the 50-mile car 
ride was enlightening: Rose Mae Broussard and Alice 
Drefchinsky described the health clinic for low income 
residents they helped found and run for many years. 
Alice had brought along a scrapbook from her time at 
Grailville and after visiting with so many sisters, those 
faces now had names and stories.  

Photo by Elizabeth Murphy 
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I tried to go to Wisconsin, but learned a lesson about 
planning trips to the north country amid the 
snowstorms of early January. Next week, I’ll be with the Philadelphia Grail, at an open 
house hosted by Maureen Tate. In the months to come, I hope to visit Grail sisters in 
northern and southern California, Boston, Michigan and …Wisconsin! If you’re not living 
in one of those areas, I still might call and ask if I can come. We have a lot to talk about 
– how, together, we build the future of The Grail in the United States. 

More than 30 Grail Explorers and Members 
gathered at Grailville Feb. 27 for A Day with The 
Grail. Many newcomers had never even visited the 
center before.  Above, the opening ritual. Below, 
sharing and learning about each other. 

 
 
 

Photo by Elizabeth Murphy 



 The Grail in the United States 

IN LOVING MEMORY – BETTY BREVETT 
~ Kate Twohy ~ 

 
Elizabeth T. Brevett,  known to us all as Betty,  passed away at Cortland Regional 
Medical Center on February 12th, at the age of 85.  She had been ill since the summer, 

but valiantly continued in her Cortland home until a few 
days before her death.  Her children,  Christine Preston, 
a nurse and resident of Mc Graw, New York, and Peter 
Brevett, who lives and works in New York City, and her 
granddaughter Jennifer Preston were with her when 
she died.  In the same hospital,  twelve hours before, 
her granddaughter Lisa Reynolds gave birth to her third 
child, a girl, Scotlynn Elizabeth Reynolds. 
  
Betty Truman, born in Brooklyn, New York, was a 
graduate of Smith College, Northhampton, MA, and 
earned her Masters from SUNY Cortland.  She lived 
most of her life in Cortland, raising her children there 
with her lawyer husband, Peter.  Over many decades,  
Betty was a church and community leader.  She served 
for years as a Cortland County legislator,  member of 

the League of Women Voters,  on the Cortland County Republican Committee and a 
member of the Social Justice Cluster representing her beloved home parish, St. Mary's 
of Cortland. 
  
Betty made the journey to a past GA five years ago, attended programs at the Grail 
Cornwall Center, and had a lively interest in the movement's direction and work.  In the 
early Grailville years, Betty worked in a program called "Family Service".  She lived with 
the Kanes for some time and had fond memories of the Hill and Schickel families with 
whom she worked.  Miriam Hill to whom I spoke today, the 17th, said: "We remember 
Betty as an open, intelligent and generous woman and we were very fond of her."  
Miriam had received a call from Betty when she was at the GA.  Betty remarked to me 
that the families were a great inspiration to her and the experiences helped her in her 
own family life. 
  
Betty was my friend since we roomed together at the GA 5 years ago.  My visits to her 
home were very warm and lively.  She remained an intelligent participant in our 
country's affairs and a good conversationalist. After our telephone conversation this 
summer about gas drilling in New York State by hydraulic fracturing, she recognized the 
threat and I received in the mail four newspaper clippings from her region about the 
subject. Her health issues never kept her from participating in life.  Her daughter 
Christine told me that she had frail health as a child and we both agreed that it made 
her tough and resilient. 
  
Woman of enduring faith, of many gifts and giving heart, we pray for your blessed and 
holy transition as you join the holy women who have followed the call of faith…living in 
the Spirit,  and counting not the cost.  We commend you to the Holy One who works in 
all of our lives.  If you wish to send a condolence to her family, send to: Christine 
Preston,  38 Elm Street, McGraw, N.Y. 13101 
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Rose Mary Clark, Emil Robinson, Holy Thursday, 2009 

HOLY WEEK AT GRAILVILLE 

~ Terry Marshall ~ 
 

The impeded stream is the one that sings 
-- Wendell Berry 

 

This line from Wendell Berry’s poem The Real Work will be the focus of the Holy Week 
celebration at Grailville this year.  Here is the whole poem: 
 

It may be that when we no longer know what to do 

we have come to our real work, 

and that when we no longer know which way to go 

we have come to our real journey. 

The mind that is not baffled is not employed. 

The impeded stream is the one that sings. 

We are moved and shaken by all that goes on around us, locally and globally, and we 
realize that we don’t have all the answers to today’s struggles, that our ways of knowing 
are limited.  However, through the struggles we can reach new insights, new ways of 
doing things perhaps even new life.  The story of Jesus calls us to trust our bafflement. 
 
During rituals and discussions we will share both our bafflement and our hopeful 
expectations in the fulfillment of Easter. 
 
We invite you to join in these days of reflection and celebration at Grailville.  Come early 
and share in the preparations or come for the celebrations that start on Thursday 
afternoon with an introduction to the Holy Days followed by a Eucharistic celebration 
and communal meal. 
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Good Friday is a day of quiet and 
reflection with the possibility for 
sharing with others.  In the 
afternoon ritual we will go deeper 
into the mystery of the crucifixion, 
the suffering of our earth, of our 
world, of our cosmos and pray for 
reconciliation and peace. 
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Saturday is again a day of 
reflection and discussion along 
with preparations for Easter 
Sunday.  The Easter Vigil will start 
around 8 p.m. and retell the story 
of creation in word and song and 
reflect on the passage from death 
into life. 
 
Sunday morning is a joyful 
Eucharistic celebration together 
with friends and families from 
Loveland and around the 
Cincinnati area followed by a 
potluck brunch in the Grailville 
Dining Room.  
 
Accommodations at Grailville are 
available for part or all of the week 
of March 29th through April 4th.  
Registration information will be 
available at www.grailville.org 
starting March 7th. 
 

SLAVERY IN OUR OWN BACKYARD 

If you’d like to join us for 
Holy Week at Grailville

Volunteers ar y! 
: 

e welcome to come earl

Holy Thursday, April 1 
9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer 

6 p.m. Intro nd Supper duction, Eucharist a

Good Friday, April 2 
9  

1 p.m. Earth Walk, Good Friday Ritual 
:15 a.m. Morning Prayer

7 p.m. Evening Program 

Holy Saturday, April 3 
9: r 15 a.m. Morning Praye

8 p.m. Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
0 a.m. Easter Sunday Euchari9:3 st 
Followed by Potluck Brunch 

*** 
ut Holy Week Meals will be available througho

Accommodations 
er bed per night Overnight: $25 p

Meals 
Breakfast: $5.00 
Lunch: $6.50 
Supper: $9.00 
Exceptions: Friday fasting food: $5.00; Easter 
morning baskets: $2.50 

Contributions are invited to cover programming 
costs: sliding scale $30‐$100 per person 

~ Karen O’Brien ~ 
About a thousand American-born children are forced into the sex trade in Ohio every 
year, and about 800 immigrants are sexually exploited in sweatshop-type jobs, 
according to a new report from the Ohio Trafficking in Persons Study Commission. 
Ohio’s weak laws on human trafficking contribute to this situation. 
 
“Ohio is not only a destination for foreign-born trafficking victims, but it’s also a 
recruitment place,” said Celia Williams, associate professor at the University of Toledo, 
and the founder of Second Chance, a Toledo not-for-profit working to help women and 
children recover from the sex industry. Second Chance also works to push legislation 
that would protect victims of sex slavery and trafficking, and punish traffickers.  

http://www.grailville.org/
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Toledo, 55 miles southwest of Windsor, 
Ontario, and in close proximity to 
Interstates 80/90 and 75, ranks fourth in 
the nation in terms of sex trade arrests, 
investigations and rescues.  Only Miami, 
Florida; Portland, Oregon; and Las Vegas 
rank higher.  
 
Ohio does not have stand-alone human 
trafficking laws that might act as a 
deterrent, as do 42 other states. As a 
result, law enforcement agencies don’t 
recognize human trafficking when 
responding to reports of illegal activity, 
often incarcerating minors and rarely 
looking further at the adults involved. The 
report recommends handling child 
trafficking cases through the child welfare 
system rather than juvenile courts. 
Misconceptions abound surrounding the 
sex trade, including the myth that minors 
and immigrants enter the industry of their 
own free will. Instead, they often are 
kidnapped or recruited under false 
pretexts, drugged, psychologically 
manipulated, abused or held against their 
will or under threat.  
 
Grail members are encouraged to contact 
your state legislators and tell them you 
want to see “stand-alone” human 
trafficking laws. In Ohio, for example, a 
change in prosecuting cases involving 
minors in the sex trade that would mean 
cases would be handled through the child 
welfare system and the adults involved in trafficking them would be prosecuted. You 
can find your legislator easily by going to www.legislature.state.oh.us and looking under 
“Locating Legislators,” push the “zip code button” and type in your zip code. All the 
legislators have email address contacts on their pages to make contacting them easy. 

What You Can Do 
The web site www.sharedhope.org, an 
international not‐for‐profit dealing with 
rescue and recovery of victims of human 
trafficking, recommends "becoming an 
expert" on the topic of human trafficking. 
More and more people will realize, 
through your informed testimony, the 
truth about human trafficking: that it is 
often forced, violent, unsafe and always 
harmful to the women and children 
involved. This web site recommends (and 
will help you organize) vigils in your 
community to raise awareness about child 
pornography and prostitution. Shared 
Hope International also has a national 
network for protesting at interstate truck 
tops, which are hubs for human s
trafficking and prostitution. 
 
The Toledo, Ohio not‐for‐profit Second 
Chance, which works collaboratively with 
Shared Hope, has extensive resources you 
can use to educate yourself and others at 
its website, www.secondchance.org. They 
hold a yearly conference in Ohio that 
attracts advocates from around the nation 
who are working to fight sex trafficking 
and slavery. Second Chance also works to 
rescue and restore individuals caught in 
the sex trade. You can view instructive 
videos and download or order free 
resources for fighting sex trafficking and 
sex slavery in your own area, as well as 
internationally, by going to their web site: 
www.sharedhope.org . 

 

METANOIA WEEKEND AT CORNWALL 
 
All Grail members, Explorers, and long-time Friends are invited to join us in Cornwall on 
the weekend of April 16-18.  Participation in previous Metanoia Days or Weekends is 
not required. Nor is it necessary to commit to our Sept 24-26 weekend in order to attend 
this one. We only ask that you make a commitment to be present for the entire 
weekend.   

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/
http://www.sharedhope.org/
http://www.secondchance.org/
http://www.sharedhope.org/
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We will begin on Friday evening following dinner, and end 
on Sunday following lunch and a final clean-up. 
Accommodations will also be available for those who want 
to come earlier or stay later.  We have had a number of 
inquiries from members across the country, and are hoping 
that this year’s Metanoia group might extend beyond the 
Northeast region.  
 
Please send the attached registration form (even if you 
have already told us you plan on attending) before March 
21. Since the program is limited to 20 participants (and we 
are already more than half-full), we suggest that you send 
your registration form (by email or snail mail) as soon as 
possible if you are planning to attend. Your contribution for 
the weekend will be an offering for the Saturday evening 
meal and a donation made on a sliding scale ($50-$150). 
Scholarship assistance is available.  
 Photo by Sharon Thomson 

Based on input from our Metanoia reunion in June, we will focus on our personal and 
communal “calls” (or lack thereof), giving special attention to that which sustains us 
(individually and as a community). We will explore the following questions:  

 
● When I consider the choices I have 

made in my life, do I see any thread 
or common theme in the things I 
have chosen (e.g. work, partners, 
causes, jobs, leisure, the 
communities I surround myself 
with)?  

● Do these choices inform my 
understanding of what my “call” is, 
or might be?  

● When faithfulness to my call or 
choices becomes difficult, am I able 
to find something to sustain me? If 
so, what or who? If not, why not?  

Photo by Sharon Thomson 

 
As usual, our weekend will include time 

for discussion, spiritual practice, celebration, creativity, and of course, just being 
together. Additional information in preparation for the weekend will be sent to registered 
participants as the time approaches.  

Cornwall received more than 30 inches of snow Feb. 24-
26. Above, The Phoenix and a car share a snow blanket. 
Above right, the view from Gaia. 

 
If you are unable to make our April weekend, but would like to reserve a place for the 
Sept. 24-26 weekend, you can do so on the attached registration form.  
 
Happily Look Forward,  
 
The Planning Team (Carol Siemering, Simonetta Romano, Sharon Thomson)  



 

 
Registration Form for Cornwall Metanoia 2010 

 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Phone: 
 
E-mail: 
 
I will attend (check one or both weekends) 
 April 16 to 18 _______ 
 Sept. 24 to 26 _______ 
 
Do you have any special food needs? (e.g. Vegetarian? Vegan? Allergies?) 
 
 
Do you have any special housing needs?  (e.g. single bedroom, etc.) 
 
 
Do you have any suggestions for a Spiritual Practice Group that you would like to lead or 
participate in? 
 
 
Travel Plans:  
Need Pick-up? 
 
 
Contributions: Your contribution for the weekend will be an offering for the 
Saturday evening meal and a donation made on a sliding scale ($50-$150) 
 
If you will require scholarship assistance please check here: _____ 
 
If you would like to contribute to scholarship assistance, donation amount:  ______ 
 
All weekend programs begin Friday night at 6:30 (dinner) and end Sunday 
at 2 pm.  Since we wish to establish a participatory community at all levels, 
attendees are expected to be present for the entire program, and to come 
prepared to engage in discussions and spiritual practice groups, as well as 
assist in the efforts needed to make the weekend run smoothly.  Each 
registrant will be asked to sign up for specific tasks during the weekend, 
including assisting with clean up and closing of the house at the end of the 
program.  
 
Return to: Sharon Thomson, PO Box 475, Cornwall on Hudson, NY 12520 or by e-mail: 

mailto:grailconhsharon@igc.org 

mailto:grailconhsharon@igc.org
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