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THE THREAD THAT CONNECTS US ALL 
~ Beth Wasmer ~ 

 
Nqobile Masuku, from Creighton South Africa, has been in the U.S. living with 
Ruth Gallant and Fran Martin across from Grailville for the last 6 months.  She 
came to visit the U.S. Grail and study Permaculture and for that she has been  

working with Mary Lu Lageman in Grailville's garden 
(photo left).  Also while at Grailville she is working with 
Jean Wilson to extend her English vocabulary.  Nqobile 
also attended a Permaculture workshop in Wisconsin 
and while in that area she visited with Grail members 
Vivian Corres and Nancy Hennessey Cooney. 

 
Other visits to U.S. Grail included staying with Marian 
Schwab in Louisiana and meeting with some Grail 
members in that area.  Her next trip will take her to both 
Philadelphia and the Bronx. 

 
Upon her return to South Africa Nqobile hopes to 
incorporate her Permaculture knowledge and computer  

skills in her classes for young women in 4 different villages and towns near her.  
While at Grailville during the 65th Anniversary celebration we had an exciting 
time seeing her village on Google Earth and being able to see exactly where 
she lives from the satellite photographs taken  
from space.  Nqobile's contributions to the 
Grailville celebration included a fabulous dance 
presentation (photo right) and the following 
poem written just for this happy occasion. 
 Poem on next page 

Nqobile and Ruth Gallant
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WHAT A DAY  
 
A day of celebration  
A day of happiness and laughter 
A day of sharing 
A day of singing and praising  
A day of dancing 
What a day 
 
We are celebrating the existence of the Grailville Centre 
A  refuge for the refugees 
A  home for the homeless 
A  water for the thirsty 
A  rescue for the prisoners 
A  well-spring of knowledge, spirituality, creativity  
A  voice for the voiceless 
An  ear for the deaf 
An eye for the blind 
 
We are praising womenhood’s courage 
The ones who never feared the challenges  
The ones who conquer the stormy, windy, sunny and rainy situations  
The ones who are not blown away by the sunrise as dew in the morning 
The ones whose lives are devoted to fighting for peace and justice 
In fighting for the well-being of all beings and creation 
The ones whose love is immeasurable like the ever-flowing water in the 

Mississippi River.  
 
We admire and give honour to Lydwine Van Kersbergen, Janet Kalven, 
Catherine Leahy and all 
people who are contributing in different ways 
Those who are in eternal life  
REST IN PEACE 
You left an inerasable mark in the world 
There is still fire in the ashes you left 
That’s the reason for celebrating 
For singing and dancing 
 
 

Written by Nqobile Masuku 
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BRONX TRIP TO MICHIGAN 
~ Mary Kay Louchart ~ 

 

A major focus of the Bronx Grail is reaching out to young women, developing leadership 
and creating a space for Grail formation.  I have a cabin in Michigan where over the years I 
have been bringing girls from the Bronx.  The Michigan Grail also gathers there every year 
for a weekend.  The topic always comes up: how to use that space with young women in a 
way similar to our positive experience with the Global Village program at Grailville.  So we 
decided to bring a couple of young women for a focused, ‘mini Grail’ week: Belkis (19) and 
Karen (14)—two young women with whom we work in St. Luke’s catechetical program and 
in the Grail Girl’s Group—both participated in some of the activities of CSW-53 at the UN.  
In addition to what they have written below, we attempted daily journaling, cooking new 
vegetarian dishes, sharing all household tasks, enjoying the wonderful blueberry pies and 
cinnamon rolls of the Amish Bakery, having daily discussions based on native American 
animal medicine cards, reading the Scripture for the day, sleeping in the cabin and brushing 
our teeth outside at the pump, etc.  Back in the Bronx, we did an evaluation, which included 
Angelica Contreras who has also gone to Michigan several times.  The group is considering 
going again next summer and opening up the week to more girls—with Angie, Belkis and 
Karen being the group leaders for the week. 

It was a Monday, 20th day of July, when I embarked 
on a ten day journey with two great women and a 
wonderful girl to Michigan.  My name is Belkis Y. 
Martinez, although in fact, it should be Belkis NYC 
Martinez.  I am a ‘City Girl’ and such a New York 
lover and took this trip as an opportunity to see 
beyond my daily fast-paced life.  Journeying through 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio and finally reaching 
Michigan, it hit me firsthand the vast amount of life 
that exists.  I found peace, strength and joy through 
raking fallen leaves, transplanting trees, visiting 
Lake Michigan and something as simple as sanding 
a ‘Welcome” sign.  Through the singing of the birds, 
the swaying of the trees and the numerous activities 
I did alongside of Mary Kay, Sharon and Karen, I’ve 
experienced the value of sisterhood, and, the truly 
amazing beauty of nature. 

I am Karen Rosendo.  I live in a family of four, which consists 
of my mother, my father, my brother, and me.  I wanted to go 
on this trip to Michigan with Mary Kay, Sharon, and Belkis 
because I wanted to meet new people and nature.  It was 
new and interesting to cross the huge Mackinaw Bridge, 
climb up and run down the Sand Dunes, and then swim in 
Lake Michigan.  What I learned for my personal growth was 
to be strong even when my family is not around, and also 
take on responsibilities whether it be keeping track of a 
budget, or keeping time while baking bread.  I would like to 
visit Michigan again. 
 

Belkis watering the tree she just planted 

Karen as we were working
on our journals
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Members of the NY Politics & Spirituality group recently met with Monica Maher upon 
her return from Honduras.  In response to member interest and concern regarding the 
unfolding events in Honduras, Monica shares her reflections. 
 

URGENT CALL TO SOLIDARITY WITH HONDURAS 
~ Monica Maher ~ 

 

The early morning of Sunday June 28, 2009, 300 soldiers stormed the Presidential 
Palace in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, captured the constitutionally elected President, 
Manuel Zelaya, and forced him onto a plane out of the country.  Despite immediate and 
widespread condemnation of the military coup by the international community, including 
the European Union, the Organization of American States and the United Nations, 
Zelaya remained in forced exile until Monday, Sept 21, when he slipped back into the 
country and took refuge in the Brazilian Embassy in Tegucigalpa.  At this writing (Sept 
25), the de facto government, headed by former President of Congress, Roberto 
Micheletti, remains in power, with support of the armed forces who are attacking the 
Brazilian Embassy with chemicals which cause nasal hemorrhaging, vomiting, and 
dizziness.  In addition, the de facto government has set up a noise machine which 
produces a high-pitched sound and causes ear damage.  Repression of popular 
resistance to the coup has increased throughout the country through attacks of peaceful 
demonstrations with bullets, bayonets, tear gas, pepper spray, arbitrary arrest, detention 
and torture.  Such violations of human rights, documented and condemned by the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, Amnesty International and Human Rights 
Watch, began June 28 with the immediate suspension of basic civil and political rights 
to free speech, association and movement. 
 

Despite the atmosphere of terror, Hondurans throughout the country have responded en 
masse with great dignity and courage to protect their democracy.  What struck me when 
I was in Honduras in July and August accompanying women’s rights activists was that 
the resistance movement which emerged against the coup for Zelaya’s restitution is no 
longer limited to that one objective.  The merging of many social movements in 
Honduras (labor, student, feminist, progressive religious) is historic, hopeful and 
unprecedented.  The debate has gone far beyond that of Micheletti vs Zelaya.  This is 
not a struggle for power between two men but the struggle for self-determination of a 
whole people, and in fact, a whole continent.  
 

The coup has united the social movements throughout Latin America, for many feel it 
was a coup against the entire region.  In fact, there is strong evidence to show that the 
coup is the result of long-term preparation and planning of the transnational right, 
including the Arcadia Foundation and Senator McCain in the U.S., as well as the 
wealthy elite of Venezuela, Colombia and Cuba, who are all working alongside the 
Honduran oligarchy.  The Honduran elite have turned to U.S. lobbyists, like lawyer 
Lenny Davis (with close ties to the Clintons), to argue their case in Washington, and to 
Congressional members, like Rep. Connie Mack who has spearheaded a 
Congressional Resolution in favor of the coup, with 46 backers.  This kind of coup, 
justified with quasi-legal arguments on the part of conservatives who refuse to define it 
as a military coup, could be attempted in other Latin American countries if it succeeds in 
Honduras, especially those which also belong to ALBA, the Bolivarian Alternative 
(Trade Agreement) for the People of the Americas.  Interesting to note is that the 

continued next page
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current ambassador to Honduras, Hugo Lorens, is a Bush appointee who was chief 
advisor on the Andean region during the attempted 2002 coup, publically supported by 
Bush, against Hugo Chavez of Venezuela.  
 
ACTION:  Call members of Congress, the White House and the State Dept to demand: 
 

 immediate end to violation of human rights in Honduras,  
 official recognition of June 28 events as a “military coup,” 
 end to all aid to the de facto government, 
 reinstatement of President Manuel Zelaya until the end of his term, 
 withdrawal of the U.S. Ambassador in Honduras, and 
 refusal to honor legitimacy of presidential elections under current conditions. 

 
For photos and more stories from Honduras go to http://quixote.org/ 
 
Contacts of U.S. women’s organizations with recent delegation reports on Honduras: 
 

Jean Stokan, Director, Institute Justice Team 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
8380 Colesville Road, #300 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
(301) 587-0423, ext. 2249 
Email: jstokan@sistersofmercy.org 
Website: www.sistersofmercy.org 
 

Carrie Wilson 
Cross Regional Program Coordinator 
JASS (Just Associates) - Feminist Movement Building 
2040 S Street NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 232-1211 
Email: cjw@justassociates.org 
Website: www.justassociates.org 

 
 

 

Honduras, continued 

 

GRAIL NATIONAL RETREAT 
THURSDAY OCTOBER 29 – SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2009 

 

Come.  Come whoever you are; wanderer, worshipper, lover of 
leaving.  Ours is not a caravan of despair.  Though you have 
broken your vows a thousand times—Come yet again come!      
Rumi  

 

REMINDER: Registration Deadline to attend the Retreat is October 19.  
The Registration Form is available in the member area of the Grail website. 

Also on-line in the member area is the Retreat Schedule and the 
current list of Retreat offerings. 
 

www.grail-us.org


 

 

2009 GRAIL MEMBER GIVING 

 
TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH AUGUST 31:  $77,100.19 

National Fund = $ 39,415.00 
Grailville = $ 22,570.00 
Cornwall = $ 4,645.00 
Special Project Giving = $ 10,470.19 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING:  
All member categories: 130 of 260 (50%) 
Active & Wider members:  98 of 203 (48%) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 

 
 
 

GUMBO DEADLINE: October 30  
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gumbo Editor: Bonnie Hendricks  
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