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THE ISSUE OF AUTHORITY IN THE GRAIL 
~ Lynn Malley ~ 

 
Last year, I wanted to start the General 

Assembly (GA) with a discussion about power 
and authority in the Grail. I wanted to deal with 
any remaining ghosts regarding hierarchy and 
power-over-others before facing the decision to 
create a more centralized Structure. I knew 
that if passed, the new Structure would have 
an NLT and Quadrant Coordinators. It seemed 
important to have a shared understanding 
about the responsibility and authority this new 
group would have. 

Now that I am in this group, I want more 
than ever to get clarity on this issue! What type 
of responsibility and authority resides in the 
NLT, the Council? What decisions can the NLT 
or whole Council make in the name of the 
Grail? When should decisions depend upon 
movement consensus? When should authority 
for final decisions be in the hands of the NLT 
and Council and those actually committed to 
implementing a Grail work? 

These are major questions needing 
discussion during the next months and at the 
regional meetings leading up to the Oct. ’05 
GA when we will be evaluating the structure. 

In terms of building consensus, we said in 
our Council minutes of October ’04, that we 
had embraced a consultative style of 
leadership.  We now have an established style 
of ‘dialogue’ occurring between the Council 
and the movement (either through 
communication from Quad Leaders or the 
NLT). Here, the role of Leadership has been to 
get information from the movement, analyze 
the present status of the Grail, and share our 
resultant conclusions and recommendations 
with the movement. After receiving responses 
from the movement, the Council then confirms 
or revises its original recommendation and 
sends that back to the movement for 
consideration. Examples of this are: the 

mission statement (we’re now on our third 
round!), calling for an Extraordinary GA, and 
the possible sale of land at Grailville. 

The Council has made decisions without 
extensive consultation with the whole 
movement. These have to do with projects 
“bubbling up” from local groups or interest 
teams that needed immediate attention and 
affirmation in the form of formal decisions. One 
example is the decision to house Training for 
Transformation (now called Women’s 
Leadership and Training Institute) at Cornwall; 
another example is accepting Maureen Wood’s 
proposal to develop the Ecovillage at Grailville. 

Both these endeavors have a history of 
spade work behind them involving many Grail 
women. At the moment, they have firm 
commitments from several Grail women willing 
to uproot themselves so that the projects can 
become real. Waiting for a consensus within 
the movement for these two decisions could 
negate the leadership of those intimately 
involved and threaten the future of the projects. 

Now, when it came to the issue of land sale 
at Grailville, the Council, influenced by the 
feedback we got from the Movement, decided 
not to have a referendum at this time. This was 
because most of the responders felt the need 
to have more information about the future 
plans for Grailville before saying a definite yes 
or no to the sale of land, and the strategic plan 
was not yet ready for dissemination.  

But the issue of land sale at Grailville really 
brings the issue of authority to the fore. Who 
should ultimately decide? 

Now it’s true that our policies say that any 
sale of land at Grailville can only be done at a 
GA with approval from the whole movement. 
But that policy was made during the days when 
most of the movement was in some way 
connected to Grailville. This is no longer true. 
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Authority, continued 

So we have an extremely important decision 
that doesn’t affect all of us at the same level. 

Soon we will have the Strategic Plans for 
Cornwall and Grailville. Certainly all of the 
movement needs to be in on them and react. 
But should those uninvolved with the day to 
day struggle to build Grailville or Cornwall have 
the same influence on the final decision as 
those willing to ‘put their body on the line’ in 
terms of living and working at the Centers? In 
our present situation in which the configuration 
at Grailville, for instance, has such disparity of 
impact among us as members, is consensus 
the appropriate method of decision making? 

Or, can the NLT and Quad Coordinator with 
the leadership from the Centers be empowered 
to create a work in the name of the Grail? 

We want a movement whose structure 
models the paradigm of shared leadership and 
power-with each other. We also want 
“movement” which affects the world. Does the 
concern for process and building consensus 
interfere with our desire to impact the world? 

Or are both desires possible if we 
determine which decisions need total 
participation and which decisions are better if 
made by a consensus between the Council 
and those most intimately involved? 

 
 

ARCHIVES TO STAY CLOSE TO GRAILVILLE 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
Preliminary negotiations are under way to 

turn over the National Grail and Grailville 
archives to the Cincinnati Historical Society.  
Anne Wittekind Kling, Archivist with the 
Historical Society, met with the Archives 
Committee on December 10 to explain what 
the transition would entail.  She noted that the 
historical society is very pleased to be the site 
where these important materials can be 
accessed by future scholars. 

The Grail collection will be donated in lots 
so that earlier materials, which have already 
been catalogued through 1975, can be 
removed first, making room in Grailville’s 
limited storage space, for removing duplicates 
among the newer materials before donating 
them.  At the time of each transfer, a Grail 
representative will sign a deed of transfer.  
Each lot of materials will be removed by 
historical society volunteers at no cost to the 
Grail.  Nor will the Grail have to pay for getting 
the materials archived, although a donation 
would be appreciated since the society is 
funded mainly by donations. 

The Historical Society will furnish climate-
controlled storage to prevent further 
disintegration of the materials.  Although it may 
take several years before Cincinnati archivists 
can fully process the materials, Grail members 

can have access to them in the interim.  Once 
the cataloguing is finished, researchers will 
have easy access to the materials, which 
include films, photos, videos, and books as 
well as paper.  The Cincinnati Historical 
Society maintains its library and research 
center in the Union Terminal Museum Center, 
which is about a 35-minute drive from 
Grailville. 

While at Grailville, Ms. Kling and the rest of 
the committee toured the various sites where 
archival material is presently stored, a process 
that reinforced our need to take immediate 
steps to protect this precious heritage.  
Currently our already-archived materials are 
housed in the old walk-in refrigerator behind 
the bookstore, but hundreds of other boxes are 
piled into the basements of the House of Joy 
and the Caravansary as well as in the lower 
level behind the store.  Women Task Force 
records are stuffed into a shed behind 
Modicum. 

Judith Blackburn is overseeing the Archives 
Transition.  Other committee members include 
Mary Going, Janet Kalven, Terry Marshall, and 
Fran McLaughlin, with Lynn Malley or Bonnie 
Hendricks sitting in for the National Leadership 
Team.  The first load of archival materials are 
due to be transferred in early February 2005. 
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~ FROM AROUND THE WORLD ~ 
BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR GRAILVILLE 

 
May Grailville continue to be faithful to the original vision of the power of women to change the world. 

May Grailville continue to educate women to be the change we want to see in the world: 
- to prepare them to join in the struggle for social justice and peace 
- to model a sustainable lifestyle and community 
- to foster the arts 
- and to do all these things out of their own deep spiritual grounding. 

~ Janet Kalven 
November 13, 2004 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HOLLAND: 
Congratulations for the US Grail from the Dutch Grail in

Many blessings for the coming years! 
MEXICO: 

CONGRATULATIONS for your-our Grailville’s 60th An
I remember with joy and hope that in December 1970 I atten
international Grail meeting, when I met a lot of my current si

compañeras, my current supportive friends. It was in
It is my tribute of gratitude to all of you-us sisters who have mad

sisterhood, many of you still around, giving the best of you to h
MUCHO AMOR Y ABRAZOS 

ROSAURORA 
 
TANZANIA: 

Warm greetings from The Grail Tanzania. 
We are very glad to hear that you are celebrating 60 years ann

at The Grailville and The Grail life in Ohio. 
We are uniting with you in thanking God for his guidance and t

The Grail may grow more and more. The light which was 
illuminate all over that vast country. 

May Hope, Love and Faith of Christ continue to deepen our he
continue to let it shine all over the world. 

Love and Prayers for you all. 
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GERMANY ~ MULHEIM CENTER: 
We Praise God for 60 years Grailville! 
We join you in your celebration of 60 years. 

With you we sing new songs. 
We remember many small steps and the achievements of the past. 

We dance with you enjoying life and sharing hope. 
 United with each other we continue our path. 

We carry on . . . and ask God’s blessing for the years to come. 
CANADA: 

A 60th Birthday Blessing Prayer ~ Love to you from the Canadian Grail 
Holy Creator of the Gift of Life 

We are joyful as we celebrate 
The 60th anniversary of the rooting of 

The Grail AT GRAILVILLE. 
May all heaven join us 

as Grail members throughout the world 
Sing and give thanks 
together with all the saints and angels 
that Grailville in the U.S.A. has 
“made a difference” 

In the Grail and in the world. 
May the real gifts of this anniversary 

Be growth in the Spirit, joy, health, energy and 
continuing commitment to building a culture of care. 

And may our loving God of all gifts 
Bless each of you holy women of the Grail 
as you gather to celebrate the gift of your life and 
the gift that Grailville has been to so many. 

Happy Anniversary, dear Grailville women 
May God bless you today, 
And all the days of your life. 

 
 

 
Happy 60th

to Grailville! 
~ the Toronto Grail ~ 

 
 
 

ANN ARBOR GRAIL SINGERS
November 13, 2004

photo: Jan Taylor
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NEWS ABOUT WOMEN EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP 

~ Judith Blackburn ~ 
 

Seventeen women are currently exploring Grail membership, eight carried over 
from last year, two at Cornwall, six with Politics and Spirituality in New York, and 
one from Seattle, Washington.   
 
During the past year the Exploring Membership Team has worked to make the 
process of exploring Grail membership more flexible and easier for today’s 
women to fit into their busy schedules.  Each prospective member is given a 
large binder with key information about Grail history, governance, values, and 
faith statements, along with the Catholic Historian and the Grail Entering the 21st 
Century green book about the International Grail.  They are then asked to decide 
between meeting with a small group of Grail members and potential members 
over a period of a year or so to discuss the materials--or else being matched with 
just one Grail member, who serves as her mentor.  The Grail mentor not only 
discusses the material, but also sets up other kinds of learning/sharing 
experiences for her mentee with other Grail members or at other Grail centers.  
Last spring the Exploring Membership Team scheduled a trip for Exploring 
Members to Cornwall and the Bronx. 
 
All eight of the women who began exploring in 2003 are matched with individual 
Grail mentors, but the New York Politics and Spirituality Group has been 
experimenting with another format.  Under the leadership of Emily Thomas and 
Dorothy Rasenberger, they have been meeting with groups of women interested 
in Grail membership without differentiating at first as to who is officially “in 
process.”  As women become more committed to the exploration process, they 
then fill out the official information sheets that are ordinarily the first step of the 
process.  Once women fill out that information sheet, they are added to the list of 
those receiving the Grail newsletter and Gumbo. 
 
In order to reach as many women as possible, the Exploring Membership Team 
is also encouraging Grail members to invite women you think might make good 
Grail members to dinner parties where you can tell them about the Grail and 
perhaps show “Inspired Lives,” the video that features Grail women whose lives 
have been changed by their participation in the Grail.  We think Jackie DiSalvo is 
right when she suggests that there are many women out there who would love to 
join the Grail—if they just knew about it! 
 
Exploring women carried over from last year include: Lynda Fields (Cincinnati), 

Kristen Hurley (California), Anne Hughes (Michigan), Valentine Mukuria 
(Columbus, OH), Barbara Niehaus (Cincinnati), Tai Schulte (Northern 
Kentucky), Ann Steffe (Michigan), and Jay Williams (Cincinnati). 

New explorers include Brigitte Cicero (Cornwall), Magda Durante (Cornwall), 
Jacqueline Carroll, Louise de Cesare, Claudia Gras, Laura Kaplan, Monica 
Maher, and Brigitte Stark-Merklein (all New York), and Mia Spangenburg 
(Washington). 
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Marguerite Coyle recently visited Columbia; the Grail scholarship fund supported her visit. 
Marguerite shared a few vignettes from her trip.  “Hernando,” the first vignette, is published here. 

“Banana Workers” will appear in the February issue of Gumbo. 
 

HERNANDO 
~ Marguerite Coyle ~ 

 
As the plane lifted off from Bogotá’s airport, 

I had conflicting feelings about leaving a 
country I had found so hospitable, so beautiful, 
and so troubled.  I had been part of an all-
women’s delegation with Witness for Peace, 
October 31 - November 11, in which we spoke 
with women labor leaders, displaced Afro-
Colombians, organic farmers,  a women who 
had been a guerrilla, and families of the 
disappeared. And now I was going home, to 
speak, write, and otherwise inform people as to 
the true ramifications of Plan Colombia and its 
effects on the Colombian people.  I have much 
to tell. 

First -- the generosity of the Grail was an 
important factor in my being able to go.  
Sponsored by the Global Justice Network, I 
was granted scholarship money from a fund 
made possible by a Grail member for just such 
educational purposes.  It helped make the 
difference in my being able to be a part of the 
delegation, and I am profoundly grateful. 

We twelve women -- from California, 
Wisconsin, other U.S. states and British 
Columbia -- first met in Miami on October 31 
for community-building, orientation, and 
inspiration. November 2 found us winging 
across Cuba and Jamaica to the capital of 
Colombia, Bogotá, a city of eight million, high 
amid the Andes.  There we were joined by two 
other young women, one from Germany and 
one a Witness for Peace worker from Mexico, 
who wished to become familiar with the 
situation in Colombia.  We were welcomed by 
some of the most inspiring young people I have 
ever met -- Witness for Peace team members 
from the U.S., all having experience in Latin 
America, all with fluent Spanish, and all 
extremely knowledgeable about the social, 
economic and political forces that are at play in 
present-day Latin America.   

Our meeting place was a Mennonite church 
several blocks from our lodging, Hotel 

Teusaquilla.  Our first evening there, we heard 
an introduction to our stay from a Mennonite 
pastor to the demobilized -- guerrillas who had 
given up arms and were trying to reestablish 
themselves in society.  

He impressed on us that Colombia is a land 
of contradictions:   

Three years ago the High Commission for 
Peace announced that the guerrillas would 
demobilize.  “This morning (Nov. 2, 2004) they 
[the guerrillas] announced that they would NOT 
turn themselves in -- there is nowhere for them 
to go.”   

He noted that people in Colombia need to 
have public dialog and debate about President 
Uribe’s re-election, yet people are afraid to 
speak out.  He said that many things from the 
past influence the reality of today. 

“The government is not telling the truth -- it 
says there is economic growth.”  Yet there is 
rising unemployment, 67 percent of the people 
live on less than $2.00 a day and of those, 56 
percent live on less than $1.00 a day.  “But the 
government says things are good.”   

According to the pastor, the National Office 
of Statistics gives out information that is 
completely distorted.  The Colombian 
constitution says people have a right to health 
care, but one hospital that cared for the poor 
has been closed for five years.  Valencia 
hospital has been closed for over a year.  The 
University Hospital of Cartagena -- closed for a 
year and a half.  The General Hospital of 
Baranquilla -- two organizers killed.  The 
hospitals that are still open are poorly equipped 
and lack even the proper medicines. 

The pastor spoke about the re-evaluating of 
the peso. “Dollars are almost legal.  The 
National Bank of Colombia doesn’t send 
dollars back, but keeps them circulating in 
Colombia.  And yet, the government fines 
people trafficking in U.S.dollars.  It is prohibited 
to launder money, but money gets laundered.” 
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Hernando, continued 

He said that Colombia is dependent on the 
IMF and World Bank and U.S. policies.  He 
spoke of the fumigation carried out by 
mercenaries who fly the planes too high and 
thus destroy crops.  He said that Colombia has 
ecological policies, but the environment is 
being destroyed.   

Colombians have a constitution, “but we are 
looking North to see what happens with the 
U.S. election to see what will happen in our 
own country.  The U.S. needs to look further 
than its own back yard.  Colombia has great 
riches -- but it is in the hands of a very few.  
Our country needs time to develop on its own 
terms.” 

The constitution grants the right to 
education that is free through the fifth grade.  
“But today 150,000 kids here in Bogotá have 
not received any education so far. …Rights 
and freedom are guaranteed, but the system is 
geared toward their not being granted.” 

The pastor noted that reporters imbedded in 
Iraq are able to get out the news of what is 
happening there -- but that in Colombia, 
opposition is viewed as opposition to the state 
and news of it is not allowed out.  “This is a 
country you should see, observe, listen to, get 
close to.” 

I hope to help you get closer to the 
magnificence that is Colombia. 

 
 

SPIRITUALITY TEAM 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

 
When the Spirituality Team met at Cornwall 

during and after the New York Politics and 
Spirituality Retreat Weekend in October, we 
focused on three main things: on the 
International Spirituality and Theology Network, 
on creating “space” for discussions of 
spirituality, and on preparations for the GA ’05. 

Cay Charles explained the work done at the 
International Network Forum in Kleinmond, 
South Africa in July, where participants 
affirmed that Spirituality is within all networks.  
There was a good deal of discussion about this 
at the Forum.  Ruth Crowe said that spirituality 
is a focus for the whole Grail. 

The participants in the forum spoke of 
Spirituality “as a well from which we can draw 
the waters that will nourish and enliven us.”  In 
their discussion, they “looked to a well which 
gives different water depending upon its 
source, the soil, minerals, etc. through which it 
passes.  The water is the same, yet different – 
like us.”  They saw “the image of the well 
serving all Spiritualities, each finding its source 
and drawing from it for nourishment and living 
more deeply.  We need openness to each 
other and ways of sharing our insights.” 

This image exactly fits the vision of the 
diversity of the American Grail that the 
Spirituality Team has been addressing.  We 
encourage everyone to refer to the 

“International Grail Global Network Forum 
Report” that was mailed to you, to look into the 
various ways individuals can connect with the 
International Spirituality and Theology Network. 

Another focus during the team meeting was 
the need for “space” to share about spirituality 
in Grail meetings.  This connects with the wish 
of the “Catholics in the Grail” group, who 
disbanded this summer but asked for 
gatherings for the discussion of spirituality to 
begin. 

The Spirituality Team will be engaged this 
coming year in working with the GA Planning 
Team on regional meetings in preparation for 
the Oct. ‘05 GA and in planning a part of the 
GA itself.  At the team meeting, we started 
working on how to incorporate the kind of 
“space” mentioned above into these meetings.  
(More about this in the future.) 

We do want to acknowledge the need for 
this “space” to be made not just in connection 
with the GA, but in a variety of ways – in the 
midst of retreats, in regional meetings, and 
perhaps in organizing a meeting just for this 
purpose.  If anyone would like to participate in 
this aspect of working with our spiritual 
diversity, we’d like to hear from you, and 
perhaps some of you can put your energy into 
this. 
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Spirituality Team, continued 

Something that came through in the 
Questionnaires is that there is a commonality 
among us – a consistency in why we joined the 
Grail and why we stay.  We may have said it 
differently in 2004 from how we said it in the 
1950’s, but we really do have our commitment 
to social justice, to spiritual deepening and to 
the environment (the sacredness of creation) in 
common with each other. 

Recently, Kathy Greenlief pointed out that 
the ability of communities such as Religious 
orders and the Grail to carry out a common 
communal work has been greatly affected by 
changes in the larger culture.  The women's 
movement made possible a wider range of 
vocational choices, as well as life style choices.  
This combined with other cultural changes, 
lead to an exodus both in Religious orders and 
the Grail.  Religious orders are shrinking and 
many members are 50+ just as we are in the 
Grail.  The question for us now is how can we 
carry out a common communal work within the 
cultural context in which we are now living, at 
this point in history, given the demands on our 
time and resources to live secure lives? 

There is also the matter of what work the 
Grail communities engaged in.  Kathy noted 
that in reading Janet Kalven's history of the 
U.S. Grail, the work was guided by issues of 
primary concern in the larger culture through 
each decade - e.g. war, empowerment of 
women, greater numbers of women entering 
seminary, civil rights/social justice issues, etc.  
More recently there has been growing concern 
in our culture around environmental and peace 
issues.  Individual Grail members are doing 
work in these areas, as well as work related to 
social justice and empowerment of women.  
However, this is different from performing 
focused common communal work as an 
organization.  How might it be possible to do 
this in the cultural context we are now living 
compared to several decades ago?  

Trina Paulus’ answers to the Questionnaire 
help us to see how her commitment that was 
focused on the “Lay Apostolate” early on, 
shifted over the years. 
 

 

From 1945, as a High School freshman 
and onward the idea of the LAY 
APOSTOLATE – that – with Baptism – each 

of us in our own milieu, were called to be 
apostles was a growing passion.  If one was 
serious about one’s faith, we needed to 
reach out and spread the good news in 
every way our different vocations, our 
different “Milieu” allowed…We do not need 
to become nuns or priests to serve good 
and God totally. The thrill of the idea of the 
mystical body of Christ captivated me – 
each doing something different – but part of 
this one body.  By 1949, Grailville was the 
only place I had heard of where women 
could be formed in this vision and then do 
something.  So, in October, after High 
School, giving up 2 college scholarships, I 
came to the Year’s School.   

“We live in an ‘elbow of time,’” Lydwine 
would say.  (She was of course addressed 
only as Dr. Van Kersbergen!! In those days).  
As the elbow in the body represents the 
point where the straight bones of the arm 
can change direction, so the Grail was 
meant to provide change in a Godward 
direction in the elbow of history after the 
war.  It was indeed a time when the straight 
line of history was changing, and able to be 
directed anew.  The Grail movement was 
meant to last about 75 years, and if we put 
its beginning at 1921 we are way past that 
time, but we still live in an elbow don’t you 
think? 

Yes, we still do live in such a changing 
time, and I am still working at “changing the 
world in a Godward direction,” though any 
desire to convert people to my own Catholic 
path is long gone.  The Grail is my long term 
base community.  While sometimes I worry 
about it, and do not know how I am called to 
be effective within it collectively right now, I 
still feel I am doing the work of the Grail in 
my milieu – what I was trained for – being 
out in the world was at the heart of that 
original compelling call.  Most of my activity 
and emotional life is now elsewhere than 
with a collective Grail work, but that seems 
OK and I do not choose to turn away from 
such an important part of my life – as 
important as the Catholic Church itself.  I 
seem privileged to stand in my present life 
as a public witness to those around me of a  
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Spirituality Team, continued 

bringing together of a classic Catholic 
religious commitment and practice with 
activism and openness in the important 
issues of the time.  And that is Grail indeed!  
I feel immensely blessed and grateful. 

 
Trina articulates her own unique 

experience, but I think many “older members” 
can identify with it.  It helps those newer to the 
Grail to understand how it is quite amazing that 
the Grail itself still exists in the United States, 
given the powerful changes in society and the 

shift from being a religiously based group to a 
group filled with spiritual diversity. 

In answer to the question “What are the 
major challenges we are facing in our 
diversity,” Trina answered, Might it be the 
inability to coalesce into a focused group with 
world changing strength and effect – the sort of 
difference which requires long term and 
committed sacrifice?  Unto the cross.  Unto 
death. 

Lots to think about…lots to talk about…pray 
about…stir up in our souls. 

 
SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 

~ Anne Hurley for the Spirituality Team ~ 
 

This month the offering is two books and two websites. 
 

The books were mentioned to me by Ruth Chisholm.  They are: “Tomorrow’s Catholic; 
Understanding God and Jesus in a New Millennium” by Michael Morewood MSC, and “A 
Big Enough God; A Feminist’s Search For A Joyful Theology” by Sara Maitland.  I was 
able to get both books from my local Library Network on inter-library loan and skim through 
them.  More and more, what I want to present in this column are your words, your reactions to 
and assessments of the spirituality resources that are meaningful to you.  I can’t read all the 
books, watch all the videos, listen to all the CDs.  First, the books: 

 

“Tomorrow’s Catholic” is written for the faithful 
and questioning Catholic.  The author deals with 
the issue that the inherited Catholic worldview, 
beliefs, attitudes, and practices were formulated in 
a time very different from our own, and do not 
hold together as cohesively as the
previous generations.  He then di
of a contemporary worldview and
considers to be timeless truths of 
tradition.  His intention is to stimu
discussion among Catholics abou
issues of faith and meaning in the
At the end of each chapter there a
provoking questions for reflection
recommendations for further read
a six page bibliography at the end
authors he quotes are: Thomas B
Dowd, Sallie McFague, Bede Grif
Swimme.  The book is 144 pages
1997.  A quote from the book: 

“The issue for spirituality is whe
ourselves as ‘poor, banished ch
as the dwelling places of the sa
we reflect in the way we pray, w
behave?” (page 101)  

Ruth Chisholm says about Sara Maitland’s 
book, “A Big Enough God”, “It’s a delightful 
read – about the exuberance, bounty, and 
love of God.” 

I skimmed through the book, and found 
faith, science, and literature standing happily 
side by side.  It’s clear to me that the author 
is a feminist, a theologian, a talented writer, 
and a vibrant human being.  I probably 
wouldn’t agree with every thing she says, 
and I probably would agree with a lot of it, 
and I would know, while reading it, I was in 
very good hands.  The book is 191 pages 
and is copyright 1995.  A Quote from the 
book, in discussing joy as one of the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit: 

“The word joy is cognate not only with the 
word ‘jewel’ … but also with the modern 
French word jouer, ‘to play’. 

“Joy is not just the treasure buried in the 
field, the pearl of great price.  Joy is the game, 
the playing, between God and God’s creation; 
it is the movement of delight and imagination 
and learning and power, like any game. … 

“Joy is a jewel and a game.” (page 166) 
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Spirituality Resources, continued 

On to the websites: 
   

One was mentioned to me by 
Alice Dougan.  Many readers may 
already know of it.  
www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/fwis/  
will connect you with the weekly 
column of Joan Chittister, OSB.  As 
Alice said, “she’s one gutsy lady!”  
Her column focuses on the juncture 
of the highest gospel ideals and the 
shenanigans and outrages of 
everyday political and social life in 
this country.  The website has a 
place where one can sign up for 
weekly email notices. 

The other website was brought to my attention 
by my friend, Azimat Schreiber-Cohn.  
www.sacred-texts.com calls itself “a quiet place 
in cyberspace devoted to religious tolerance and 
scholarship”.  Here one can access nearly one 
thousand texts, including the sacred texts of the 
world’s religions.  It is a work in progress with 
new texts continually being added.  It is 
outstanding in scope and intent.  Interestingly, 
one can access the 1891 version of the 
Baltimore Catechism.  If you are interested in 
checking out the content of the original 
indoctrination with which so many of us born 
Catholics were imbued, here it is. 

 
Again, I put out the call to Gumbo readers, please send me material for this column.  What has 
helped you to deepen your spirituality and/or increase your understanding of spiritual diversity?  
Please talk about what this resource means to you and include information on how readers can 
obtain a copy.  Send to me: gracegiven@110.net  Thank you. 
 
 

CLOSING QUOTES 
 

from 
“Tomorrow’s God; Our Greatest Spiritual Challenge” 

by Neale Donald Walsch 
 

“More international conferences and congresses will be held, such as 
those which have already been held in recent years, inviting 
representatives of all the world’s religions to come together in one place to 
explore the path of mutual respect and cooperation. 

The discussions at these important gatherings will not focus on 
eliminating the differences between religions, for it will be recognized that 
diversity of spiritual expression is a blessing not a problem.  Rather, the 
focus will be on finding ways to honor those differences, seeing what they 
can further reveal to humanity about the Totality of God, and looking to see 
whether the combination of all these different views might produce a Whole 
that is Greater than the Sum of its Parts.”  (pp. 234, 235) 

 
“The Big Idea is that We Are All One. 
The Big Idea is that there is only One God, and this One God does not 

care whether you are Catholic or Protestant, Jewish or Muslim, Hindu or 
Mormon, or have no religion at all.  … 

The Big Idea is that all the earth’s natural resources belong to all the 
world’s people, and this has nothing to do with what land mass that 
resource is located on, over, or under.”  (p. 241) 
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GLOBAL ETHOS NETWORK 
The International Grail Global Ethos Network is offering a series of texts about the main issues each 
network incorporates, highlighting the ethic’s perspective.  (See the Network Forum Report, pp 7-8.) 

It is hoped that these texts may enable further reflection and debate on each issue.  This is the first text. 
To link up with the Network contact Isabel Allegro: allegro@mail.telepac.pt  

 
FIST TEXT 

“CARING FOR OUR PLANET” 
 

“Caring for our Planet” 
by Leonard Boff 1  

 
1. Caring for the only Planet we have 
 

Our planet Earth requires a tremendous care. There is no more than this Earth for us to live. It is 
a system of systems and a super-organism with a complex balance, and along millions and millions of 
years. But, because of the threat brought through the industrial process of the last centuries, this 
balance is now in danger.  

 
From the beginning of industrialisation, in the 18th century, the world population has grown 8 

times its size, consuming more and more of the natural resources. If we take the production based on 
the exploration of nature, we see it has grown more than one hundred times. This situation has become 
worse with the globalisation of the productive process and, therefore, a stronger need for a deeper care 
with the earth. 
 

In our planet, collective consciousness is poor. Those who actually could make humanity aware of 
the problems just enjoy: travelling joyfully in their Titanic of illusion. They hardly know we can be facing 
an ecological iceberg that will make us drown quite quickly. 
 

It is tragic that there are almost no agencies able to deal with the problems of the earth. The 
UN has about 40 projects dealing with global problems, like climate, contamination of the air, soil and 
water, hunger, epidemics, youth problems, old-age problems, migrations, and a few others. The UN is 
guided by the old paradigm of imperialistic nations that see the nation-states and the power-blocks, 
having not yet discovered the Earth as an object of care, a place for collective policies, so that it can be 
spared. 
 

In order to care for the planet we all need to undergo an ecological literacy, so that we are able 
to review our practices of consumption. We need to develop an ethos of care. 
 

The UN program for the Environment (PNU-MA), The World Fund for Nature (WWF), and the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (UICN) have designed a detailed strategy for the 
future of life, with the title: “Caring for the Earth 1991”. There nine principles have been established 
for the sustainability of the earth. A global strategy based on care is proposed: 
                                                 
1 BOFF, Leonardo. Saber Cuidar. Petrópolis: Editora Vozes, 1999, p. 133-137. Text translated and adapted by Isabel AM. 
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1. To build a sustainable society 
2. To respect and to care for the community of all alive beings 
3. To improve the human quality of life 
4. To keep the vitality and the diversity of the planet Earth 
5. To remain within the Earth limits in its capacity of survival 
6. To modify personal attitudes and practices 
7. To enable the communities to take care of their own environment 
8. To create a national structure, in order to integrate development and sustainability 
9. To build a global alliance. 

 
These principles give a body to the essential care with the Earth. Essential care is the ethics of a 

sustainable planet. As we read in the text of that strategy: “an ethics of care is needed both at the 
international and at the national and individual levels; no nation is self-reliant; all shall benefit from the 
world sustainability and all shall be threatened in case we do not reach it.” Only this ethics can open for 
all an horizon of future and hope. 
 
2. Caring for our local situations 
 

The care for the Earth represents the global dimension. The care with what surrounds us 
represents the local dimension. The human being has its feet upon the ground (local) and its head open 
towards the infinite (global). The heart unites the ground and the infinite, the abyss and the stars, the 
local and the global dimension. The logic of the heart is the capacity to find the right measure and to 
build a dynamic balance. 
 

So that it may happen, each person needs to discover her/himself as a part of the local 
ecosystem and of the biological community, both in its face of nature and in its face of culture. She/he 
needs to know her brothers and sisters who share of the same atmosphere, of the same landscape, of 
the same soil, of the same resources, of the same fountains of water and nutrients; needs to know the 
kind of plants, animals and micro-organisms that live around her or him, in that precise place; need to 
know the history of those landscapes, to visit those rivers and mountains, to know well those water 
springs and cliffs; needs to know the history of the populations who have lived right there their old saga 
(stories, lasting for many generations), and have built there their own habitat; the ways how they have 
worked upon nature, how they have kept and respected it; or, conversely, how they have destroyed it. 
They need to know who are their poets and wise people, their heroes, their saints, the fathers and 
mothers who have founded that local civilisation.  
 

All this means an attitude of care for your local place, to live within it with your heart, as if it 
were your own body, unfolded and expanded. To discover the reasons why you should maintain it and 
develop it, always obeying the native ecosystem. 
 

What is true for the person is also true for the local community. She must follow the same ways 
of getting incorporated within her local ecosystem, and take care of the environment, making use of its 
resources in a frugal way, minimising erosions, recycling the materials, maintaining the biodiversity. The 
community must know her history, her main characters, and her popular arts. She must take care of her 
own city or town, of its public places and squares, of its houses and schools, of its hospitals and 
churches, of its theatres, cinemas and stadiums for sport, of its monuments, of the collective memory of 
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the people. Thus, for instance, she should be able to choose the plant species of her local ecosystem and 
plant them in the parks and in the public places. She should be able to value local and regional food in its 
restaurants. Etc. 
 

This care with the local dimension shall not be effective unless there is a collective process of 
education, where the vast majority participates and has access to the information needed, and share 
different sorts of knowledge. Popular knowledge is obtained from the traditions of elderly people, from 
their legends and tales. The Indians, the Blacks, the Aborigine, all the immigrants, for example, or those 
who have been in the place for a longer time, have different kinds of knowledge that should be 
confronted with current critical and scientific knowledge. Their experience has a priceless value, 
contains truth, and a deep meaning, to be deciphered and incorporated by all of us.  

What comes out of this exchange is a deep dynamic harmony and balance within the ecosystem, 
where all beings, alive and inert, the cultural and social institutions, all, finally find their own place and 
thus interact, hosting each other, complementing each other, and actually feeling at home.  
 
3. Caring for sustainable societies 
 

Currently, all societies are sick. They produce a poor or bad quality of life for all: human and non-
human beings within nature. And it could be different, because these societies are based upon an 
understanding of work as a way of domination and exploration/exploitation of nature, and of the labour 
force of the worker. There are a few exceptions, with their original patterns, like those of the 
indigenous peoples and of other minorities in Southeast Asia, Australia, and the Antarctic. All the others 
are slaves of a type of development that only looks at the needs of a part of Humanity: the industrial 
countries, letting go of the others, who are lacking of almost everything, living in hunger and misery.  

 
We, the humans, are a species that has proved to be able to oppress and massacre her/his own 

brothers and sisters in the most cruel and compassionless way. Only during the 20th century, around 200 
millions of people were killed in wars, massacres, concentrations camps, famine. Moreover, the humans 
have been destroying and consuming the basic and non-renewable human resources. 
 

The question is not only the one of imposing “Limits to growth” – a title of the first edition of the 
solution presented by the Club of Rome, in 1972. The question is to change the form of development. It 
is said that the new development should be “sustainable”. However, there is no development IN ITSELF, 
but rather a society that chooses the mode of development that it needs and wants. We should rather 
speak of “sustainable society” or of a “sustainable planet”, as a necessary pre-condition for a really whole 
development. 

“Sustainable”, in fact, is a society or a planet that produces enough for all and for all its 
ecosystems. It is a society that takes from nature JUST what can be given back to nature. That should 
show a sense of generational solidarity, once it spares the necessary human resources for the 
generations yet to come.  

 
In practice, a society has to be capable of assuming new habits, and to project a type of 

development that cultivates CARE towards the ecological balances, and that works within the limits 
imposed by nature. It does not mean to go back to the future, but rather to offer a new focus towards 
our common future. The question does not simply mean not to consume the existing goods, but rather to 
consume them in a responsible way. 
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BLESSED IS SHE 
 

Blessed is she, 
who believed that the promise 

made by God would be fulfilled, 
would be fulfilled. 

 
~ Colleen Fulmer, 

Cry of Ramah 
 

The National Team of the Grail movement 
in the Netherlands wishes you 

a merry Christmas and 
a year full of light. 

 
Christa Anbeek, Gerzien van der Leest, Annemarie Pappot-Verdurmen, Hellen de Wit 
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