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Gumbo 
~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

October 2007 
 

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

We remember especially this month the lives of those who died in September: 
Mary Jo Grote, Claire Randall, Joan Lark Sanders and Jeanne Plante Timpanelli.  
Mimi Power, whose crossing came on September 27th, will be remembered in the 
November Gumbo.  Your reflections for inclusion are welcome. (Send to 
NLT@grail-us.org)  
 
Special thanks to Terry Marshall for researching and writing the bios! 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR CLAIRE    JEANNE    MARY JO    JOAN    (AND MIMI) 
~ Carol Siemering ~ 

 
Gather like the pleats of a skirt    be together    be real    sing  
    make circles    link arm in arm    dance    wear 
black    wear red    wear what you will    in remembrance 
    of our four dead within a week and the one 
       dying in Albuquerque— the  puffed up 
clouds— milk-perfect     rumbling over dotted desert mountains 
    flat as stage scenery    the air’s breath— dust 
and shake    shake your gourd rattles   bang bone against 
    bone    keen   moan    or ring bells    alleluias    what you will     but 
        look into each other’s eyes    break 
the quiet    the numb hum    the drone that swims  
    through slack wires tower to tower    stomp 
        stir up the earthworms in their plow through stones    call on 
the skies’ zephyrs    call the mother ancestors  
    call your God    whatever you will    say 
        we mourn     we loved them    it is too much    or  
ask   Have they met each other Somewhere 
    gathered like the pleats of a skirt 
       smiling    saying     
    “O my!”  
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IN LOVING MEMORY: MARY JO GROTE 
 

Mary Jo Grote died September 12th, 2007, in 
Cincinnati, at the age of 77.  She attended 
Ursuline College from 1946–1950 and Xavier 
University in 1966.  Her first contact with The 
Grail was in 1948 while she was in college. 
 

Mary Jo grew up in Nebraska, the eldest of six 
sisters and was married to James Grote from 
1952–1983.  Her sisters, Jayne McIntosh, Kay 
Kahl, Pat Perito, Rosalin Burns and Barbara 
Conte, along with her daughter Paula, son Jim 
and her grandchildren participated in the 
memorial Mass celebrated September 22nd at 
Holy Rosary Church in Cincinnati. 
 

Grail members from the Cincinnati area were 
also present. 

 
 
 

 
As part of her Grail journey and friendship with Grail women, Mary Jo shared three 
passionate interests: her spiritual journey, the enrichment and sharing thereof; the 
selection, reading, and discussion of current books; Grail programs, speakers, and 
events, plus Cincinnati art displays and theater. 

She shared her spiritual journey, living it out openly and fully.  When asked, she 
encouraged deepened involvement in faith study and practice.  Old Testament stories, 
New Testament parables, books by Paul Knitter, Thomas Berry and many others crowd 
the list of materials read and discussed by Mary Jo, recommended and shared.  All of 
this reading plus her experience as an English teacher bore fruit for the Grail also in the 
editing she did of several issues of Netlinks. 

Mary Jo enjoyed Cincinnati Art Museum exhibits where docent-led tours enhanced her 
awareness of paintings and artists.  The quality theater productions brought to Cincinnati 
by Playhouse-in-the-Park were another pleasurable event many of us have shared with 
her.  An active participant in Grailville programs and events, regional meetings in 
members’ homes and at Grailville, she attended these until physically unable to do so. 

Writing these few lines, I see with greater clarity and increased admiration the strength 
with which Mary Jo embraced life.  I am reminded of these lines by Thomas Merton: 
 

“At the center of our being is a point of pure truth … 
a spark which is the glory of God in us. 

It is like a diamond, 
blazing with the invisible light of heaven. 

It is in everyone of us and if we could see it . . . ” 
 

We have glimpsed it in you, Mary Jo. Thank you. 
~ Ruth Gallant ~ 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: CLAIRE RANDALL 
 

Claire Randall died September 9th, 2007, 
in Sun City, Arizona, at the age of 91.  
She became acquainted with the Grail in 
the 1960s through Mary Brigid Niland 
and other Grail members in New York 
City and at the Grail center in Cornwall 
and soon invited them to be part of an 
ecumenical women’s dialogue group. 

 
She was an ordained elder in the 
Presbyterian Church and served on the 
staff of Church Women United (CWU) 
from 1962–1973.  As program director 
for CWU she brought groups to Grailville 
and together with Ellen Kirby, then of 
United Methodist Women, and Grailville 
staff created “Women Doing Theology,” 
an extraordinary conference and 
dialogue among women theologians and 
feminist-theologians-to-be. 

 
From 1974–1984 she served as General Secretary of the National Council of Churches 
in the USA, and from 1988–1992 as the 14th national President of Church Women 
United. 
 
As a Grail member, she hosted many local Grail meetings in her Broadway apartment in 
Manhattan and was frequently at Grailville—sometimes for national Grail meetings but 
also just to be in a place she loved.  Her artistic talent showed as she painted the doors 
of the Oratory, or the side of the corn crib near St. Brigid’s, not to mention the wonderful 
cosmic mural on the wall of the Caravansary during the GA of 1994. 
 
Claire served on the first Connections Team in the 
1980s together with Audrey Sorrento and Jane 
Bergquist, and chaired the Grailville Board in the 
1990s.  In November, 1993 she moved to Arizona 
where she served on the local boards of AAUW 
and NOW.  In 1995 she stepped in as editor of 
Gumbo for a time and introduced its sub-title, “The 
Grail Connection.”  
 
Claire lived as she once observed about the Grail:  
“The Grail is radical openness—within the 
community; to God; to the world around us.”  
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IN LOVING MEMORY: CLAIRE RANDALL 
 
 

 
 

 
 

continued next page

While we were away in Spain 
these last three weeks, I heard of 
the death of Claire Randall.  What 
a remarkable leader she was!  I so 
much appreciated her strong and 
sensitive leadership within the 
National Council of Churches, as 
well as her clear strategizing about 
issues in the Grail and at Grailville. 
I have fond memories of visits and 
meetings with Claire.  She listened 
well, she negotiated well, she 
strategized well, and she shared 
her perspectives with compassion, 
warmth, and vitality.  Her 
commitment to God, to the church, 
to the ecumenical movement, and 
to the Grail was deep and full.  
She will be missed.  

~ Barbara Troxell ~ 

When Claire was living in New 
York City, Grail members used to 
regularly meet in her large 
beautiful apartment on the upper 
west side of Manhattan to discuss 
world issues and to catch up on 
each other's lives.  Claire's 
apartment reflected her interest in 
the arts and the breadth of her 
ecumenical outreach.  I was so 
impressed with her as a woman 
national leader of the influential 
body of the National Council of 
Churches that I hoped to write a 
book about her life.  It never 
happened because of my other 
responsibilities, but I hope that 
someone else is inspired to do 
that.  She made a tremendous 
contribution to the Grail and to the 
ecumenical movement within 
churches. 

~ Joy Garland ~ 

Although I never met Claire, I felt some affinity with 
her because of her ecumenical involvement.  
When I was in the States more than 30 years ago I 
had hoped to meet her, but she was out of town.  
She must have been a great woman, for a long 
time very involved in many things and I am sure 
she will be missed by many.  Now our God will 
have received her in his peace and she will enjoy 
the unity of all God's people in heaven. 

~ Josette Kersters ~ 
(The Netherlands)

When I lived at Grailville in the early 1990's, I loved 
it when Claire came to Grailville.  She would put on 
a big hat and go out and weed.  She enjoyed 
coming to Grailville from time to time to do very 
specific tasks, usually these tasks were related to 
making the grounds more beautiful.  Since I am 
Presbyterian, I enjoyed watching this very notable 
Presbyterian and Grail member, in another role. 
Claire wore many hats in her service to the Church 
and with the Grail.  I'm glad our paths crossed and I 
appreciate here dedicated work to The Church-at-
large as well as to the Grail. 

~ Rose Taul ~ 

My first experiences of Claire were in meetings at 
Grailville, where I found her somewhat intimidating 
- a bit like a drill sergeant in her approach.  But, I'll 
never forget the New Year's eve of 1992 when I 
spent two days with Claire at her home.  I was 31 
years old and in awe of her and New York.  I had 
attended a Grail meeting at Cornwall where we 
were both participants just prior to this.  We went to 
the play "My Secret Garden" and rushed home to 
avoid the hassles in Time Square.  We could barely 
get a cab.  I had no idea at the time, but I was also 
carrying my first child.  I found her very warm and 
welcoming. 
Claire had so many stories to tell and much 
experience to draw from.  I always appreciated her 
no-nonsense approach and admired her very 
much.  I'm sorry now that I never really shared that 
with her. 

~ Loretta Rokey ~
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IN LOVING MEMORY: JOAN LARK SANDERS 

 
Joan Lark Sanders, of Staten Island, New York, died 
peacefully at home on September 12th, 2007. 
 
Joan first met the Grail through the Brooklyn Grail 
Center and attended a summer course at Grailville in 
1949 and came to the Year School in 1950.  From 
1952–1957 she was on the Brooklyn Grail staff; from 
1959–60 she was at the Tiltenberg in Holland;  
1960–1962 saw her on the staff of the Cincinnati 
Grail Center; and from 1965–1967 she was on the 
National Grail staff at Grailville.  
 
Among other activities at Grailville, she was Director 
of the Grail Art Distribution Program, coordinator of 
national conferences, educational seminars and 
ecumenical meetings.  She also handled the Grailville 
finances while Roz Kew was pursuing further studies. 
 

In 1960 she received a Diplome du Culture 
Religieuse from Lumen Vitae in Belgium and an 
M.A. in Theology from Marquette University in 
1967. 
 
Joan is survived by her husband, Jim, whom she 
married in October 1968, and their two 
daughters, Sarah Noliva and Rachel Sanders. 

 
 

Joan is one of the people in my life that I considered very special.  She 
befriended me when I first came to Cincinnati at the Gabriel House in Clifton 
and encouraged me to attend the year school at Grailville.  I always admired 
her warmth, intelligence, and ability, it seemed, to articulate exactly what she 
wanted to express.  I think I last saw Joan in Boston at a Council on Social 
Work Education.  She was always very proud of her family and extremely 
dedicated to her work. 
 

I will miss knowing that Joan's heartbeat will no longer be a part of this 
pulsating planet.  She was the only person in the world who called me "patsy" 
and got away with it.  I affectionately called her Joanie.  It was a joke, an 
endearment, and we always had a big hug and a laugh. 
 

There is sadness as well as gratitude for having been her friend.  
 

~ Pat Dolan ~ 



 

6 

IN LOVING MEMORY: JEANNE PLANTE TIMPANELLI 
 

Jeanne Muriel Plante Timpanelli, of Ridgefield, Connecticut, died 
September 11th, 2007, at Danbury Hospital in Danbury, Connecticut, 
at the age of 83.  Born in Detroit, Michigan, she graduated with a 
bachelor of arts in history from Manhattanville College in New York, 
and came to the Year School at Grailville in February, 1948. 

Jeanne was at Gabriel House, the Grail center in Cincinnati, for two 
years and was Director of Grailville 1952 to 1960.  “During her years 
with the Grail, Jeanne had a profound influence on the lives of 
hundreds of young women who came to know and love her,” wrote 
Dolores Brien, in an obituary for the Ridgefield Press. 

She undertook graduate studies in psychology at the Institut 
Catholique de Paris in the early 1960s and then at Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  She was the widow of Dr. 
Alphonse Timpanelli whom she married in 1964. 

Jeanne came back to Grailville on several occasions including the Grail Reunion in 1984, when 
she introduced a concert in the Grailville Oratory that brought together singers and music 
directors from several decades of music at Grailville.  She was keenly interested in, and 
supportive of, Grailville over the years and most recently participated in the memorial celebration 
of the life of Lynn Malley. 
 
 
 Dearest Jeanne, 

I still can hardly believe that you are no longer on this earth, the news of your death came 
as a terrible shock.  When we last saw each other at Grailville for Lynn’s memorial service, you 
looked so well.  Your hair had turned white, but your face was youthful, just as I remembered 
it.  And the same elegance! 

You have been for me all these years part of my memory of the Grailville I loved.  Soon 
after I arrived for the Year School in 1951 Lydwine introduced you as our new director, a 
position you held until 1960.  Those were the years when the Year School was at its height.  
Life was rigorous physically, but so rich spiritually and liturgically.  Hundreds of young women 
passed through Grailville in those years, and benefited from your counsel and wise guidance.  
You always managed to be both firm and gentle at the same time. 

I owe you a very personal debt.  Early in my years in the Grail, I underwent a severe crisis, 
and thought of leaving the Grail.  I was “entrusted” to you as my mentor, and little by little you 
helped me work through the crisis.  Those were my happy years in the bakery – only much 
later did I learn that I had been put there as therapy!  This knowledge in no way diminishes my 
happy memories. 

We saw each other only rarely after you left Grailville.  I met your Al once, when I 
consulted him in his medical office in Manhattan (around the corner from my cousin’s 
apartment).  You opened the door to me, in a white coat.  You were his assistant at that time.  
Years later I visited you in Ridgefield.  I do not remember the house, only the beautiful large 
garden filled with flowers. 

While I mourn your death, Jeanne, I am glad that you found a rich and happy life with Al 
and eventually in your Ridgefield community.  The obituary which appeared in the local paper 
is testimony to all you gave to them.  And I hope that the lives of at least some of us who 
passed through Grailville while you were its director are testimony to all that you gave to the 
Grail.  You are remembered with deep affection and gratitude. 

~ Eva Fleischner ~ 



 

7 

IN LOVING MEMORY: JEANNE PLANTE TIMPANELLI 
 
 
 
 

As I did my yoga this morning, it began to sink in. Memories of Jeanne began to 
flood my mind, and I felt as if I was gathering together all those who lived in the 
radiance of her love during those intense and beautiful years at Grailville during 
the 50s.  And binding us all together in grace and beauty was Jeanne.  More than 
anyone else she made me want to become part of the group of women going in 
search of the Grail.  We have often used the image of the women gathering at the 
well to draw water, a scene very familiar in Africa.  Those years were for me an 
opportunity to draw living water that has sustained my faith all my life. 
I have always had trouble with the critic within me, and I was terribly critical when 
I first got to Grailville.  Jeanne suggested during my first Lent at Grailville that I 
should go to her once a week and share with her all the critical thoughts that had 
passed through my mind.  We would both kneel, and as I stumbled to express my 
criticisms, I learnt an awful lot about the shadow side of myself.  But I also had an 
overwhelming experience that, in spite of it all, Jeanne still really loved me.  
Those six sessions were for me a sacrament of God's love far deeper than any 
formal confession has ever been. 
I was devastated when Jeanne wrote to tell me that she was leaving the Grail in 
1964, but I saw her again when I was in the States in 1965.  I have managed to 
see her almost every time I have been back to the States, first at her home with 
Al in Jackson Heights, and then three times I stayed with her in her beautiful little 
house in the woods in Ridgefield, Connecticut.  We reached again a point where 
we could speak about everything that was going on in our lives, and I still felt that 
she knew me through and through.  We have corresponded through the years, 
not frequently, but in depth.  Just within the last year we shared with each other 
how our faith was changing.  Jeanne will always have an important place in my 
heart and I will miss her.   

~ Anne Hope ~ 
(South Africa) 

I knew Jeanne in the 
1950s at Grailville.  I 
will never forget her 
wonderful expressive 
blue eyes. 

~ Shirley Beaupre ~
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JOAN AND JEANNE - ALLELUIA! EXCELSIOR! FORWARD! 
~ Trina Paulus ~ 

 
It was July 1949, four years after the Atom bomb opened our awareness that humans 
could destroy life on earth.  At least four of us Grail folks come from that time.  So, a 
little context to honor these two great women. 
 
Joan Lark and I became friends.  We were just out of high school and had joined a 
hundred or so searching young women at Grailville for a week course on Secularism.  
We learned how the world was no longer centered in God and what we Catholic women 
needed to do to bring it back to being God-centered.  Audrey Sorrento, also from 
Brooklyn, was there too.  Our theme song came from the Sunday liturgy, which we 
celebrated in grand Grailville style.  The Mass preparation the night before woke me up 
to a new way of practicing my faith.  This was one of the high points which brought me 
back for the spiritual formation I had come to believe was essential to be a “Lay apostle 
in the world.”  We sang with gusto at every chance, “Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught, Alleluia, Alleluia!” 
 
We believed that we are all called to be apostles, it's not just for priests and nuns.  It 
was the springtime of the laity and though we did not know it, The Grail, Catholic 
Worker, Friendship House, YCS, YCW and Christian Family Movement were preparing 
the way for what became the great changes in the church of Vatican II.  We had also 
been hearing from Europe since 1945 and the example of the role of heroes during 
World War II was vital for Catholic lay development in the U.S. 
 
Joan Lark came out of Monica House, our Brooklyn city center.  I came from 
Cleveland, turned on to the Lay Apostolate by my Catholic Action High School work and 
knowing I needed to go deeper into “The Soul of the Apostolate," spiritual formation.  
Monsignor Signor from Louisiana gave rousing talks.  Father Fogerty seemed to be 
connected to the sizeable Brooklyn contingent. 
 
Joan and I both felt deeply challenged.  By the end of the week we were trying to 
decide if we should come back for the Year School which began in October.  It was a 
hard and somewhat scary decision.  I did come back that year, but Joan had to wait a 
year.  In a strange sense, our lives moved in parallel directions over the years and I 
always paid attention to her developments though we rarely intersected. 
 
Jeanne Plante slept in the upper bunk from me during that life-changing week.  I think 
there were four of us in that room right next to the bathroom on the second floor of Joy.  
I think she was my “guardian angel.”  I learned later that each new person had someone 
set to look out for her.  I do not recall any conversation, only an important memory of 
service; before dawn, Jeanne would slip as gently as possible out of her top bunk, 
dress, and wordlessly go someplace.  I think it was kitchen duty. 
 
Jeanne Plante grew in importance to me as she became the director of Grailville, and 
thus the one mainly responsible for our spiritual development during the bulk of the 50s.  
I was basically at Grailville from 1949 to when I left for Egypt in 1966, first in the general 

continued next page
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Year School of Formation and then building up the Art Center at Saint Brigid's and the 
Art Production program that deeply involved Jeanne Heiberg, Janet Kalven, Roseline 
Kew, Fran McLaughlin, Ann Burke and others.  I remember Jeanne as kind, 
understanding of our human foibles, and supportive of both persons and the challenges 
of the seeming impossible tasks we were sometimes given - and often succeeded in 
doing because someone believed in us and we believed it was God's will! 
 
One of the spiritual practices during much of that season of Grail discipline was to take 
at least half a day out, about every three weeks, to take inventory of one's spiritual life 
before God.  Well, this was tough, almost like going to confession, but deeper.  I usually 
went to the fossil stone area in the river at the SW corner of our property.  We wrote our 
“spiritual report,” and Jeanne received it.  I remember the tenderness and yet disciplined 
way the two of us would then pray about my issues.  Thank you Jeanne. 
 
Joan, Jeanne and I eventually ended up married.  Joan and I had children and stayed 
active with The Grail.  Jeanne did not, but some years ago, 3 of us from those powerful 
years of Grailville in the 50's, Doreen Cotton Grayson, Jeanne Heiberg and I, went to 
Jeanne and Al's house in Connecticut.  Jeanne was the gracious host and of course 
said the blessing for our lunch, much like she had for a decade presiding at Grailville 
meals.  She ended grace with, “Benedicamus Domino.”  The three of us laughed and 
responded as we did of old, “Deo Gratias.”  None of us had heard this for years, but it 
kindled all sorts of memories.  This greeting and response always meant that the meal 
was a speaking meal.  If it was not given, we ate in silence.  This visit was a warm 
reunion with someone we loved.  This, and a gracious lunch hosted later by Doreen in 
her home were my last visits with this great, kind Grail pioneer. 
 
 

JEANNE, JOAN, MEMORIES 
~ Jeanne Heiberg ~ 

 
Jeanne Plante was an important part of our lives at Grailville.  I was there from 1953 to 
1963.  And Joan Lark Sanders was one of my first mentors in the Grail—she came to 
the library where I was working, the big main Library in Prospect Park Plaza in Brooklyn, 
NY after my first summer course at Grailville, and graduation from Cooper Union Art 
School.  I told Joan of my problem there, that they wanted me to COPY other artist’s 
work for posters, and how could a creative artist do that?  She invited me to come to 
work for them.  I did, lived and worked at Monica House in the fall of 1952, and never 
went back to fully live at home again.  The following year I was in the year school, 
where I benefited from Jeanne Plante’s gracious leadership and ability to draw a 
community together, and her backing of the vision of an art production program, which 
saw work done at Grailville by Trina, myself and others available to people nationally, 
even internationally. 
 
I saw Jeanne again when I visited with Doreen and Trina in about 1994, just as I moved 
to Athens, and again she was a lovely hostess.  Joan and I renewed our friendship 
when I lived in New Jersey, and again I loved her ability to draw people into projects 
and ideas she was excited about with warm and competent teaching ability.  We have 
lost two wonderful people.  

Joan and Jeanne, continued 
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A MOTHER’S ROOTS 

~ Nancy Cooney ~ 
 

On September 15 our Wisconsin Grail group met.  We began with a time of remembrance of the 
Grail women who have left us recently and a few others we know are ailing.  It was a short time 
made memorable by the passage below (that was first used at Marti Laubach's mother-in-law's 
funeral, another valiant woman who passed recently).  These Grail and former Grail members 
were our spiritual mothers/mentors.  Each in her uniqueness has left us dimensions of the Grail 
that are forever precious and will live on in us. 
 

A MOTHER’S ROOTS 
 
Nature often offers metaphors more elegant than any we can manufacture.  In the 
redwood ecosystem, all seeds are contained in pods called burls, tough brown 
clumps that grow where the mother tree’s trunk and root system meet.  When the 
mother tree is logged, blown over, or destroyed by fire the trauma stimulates the 
burls’ growth hormones.  The seeds release and trees sprout around her, creating 
the circle of daughters. 

The daughter trees grow by absorbing the sunlight their mother cedes to them when 
she dies.  And they get the moisture and nutrients they need from their mother’s root 
system, which remains intact even after her leaves die.  Although the daughters 
exist independently of their mother above ground, they continue to draw sustenance 
from her underneath. 

I am fooling only myself when I say my mother exists now only in the photograph on 
my bulletin board or in the outline of my hand or in the armful of memories I still hold 
tight.  She lives on beneath everything I do.  Her presence influenced who I was, 
and her absence influences who I am.  Our lives are shaped as much by those who 
leave us as they are by those who stay.  Loss is our legacy.  Insight is our gift.  
Memory is our guide. 
 

Author Unknown 
 
 

MSGR. GEORGE V. FOGARTY 
Sept. 17, 1920 - Sept. 22, 2007 

 
George Fogarty first knew the Grail at “Headquarters” and then at “Monica House” in 
Brooklyn as a seminarian.  As a young priest he was one of the Grail’s best supporters – 
in Brooklyn and on many trips to Grailville.  He was present at the dedication of the Chapel 
at the Tiltenberg and through the years responded to requests for support, ministry, and 
help of all kinds.  He was present and celebrated the Liturgy for each of the International 
Formation Programs at Cornwall-on-Hudson, including the last one in 2001. 
Until very recently, for nearly fifty years, he met monthly with a group of couples initially 
inspired by the Grail.   Alice Gallagher was his secretary and assistant when he founded 
the Pastoral Institute for the Brooklyn Diocese. 
Alice and Cay Charles, Sharon Joslyn, Mary Kay Louchart, and Dorothy Rasenberger 
were present for all of us who knew him and were grateful for his friendship with the Grail 
at his funeral at Immaculate Conception Seminary on Long Island.  His association with 
the Grail and gratitude for it were beautifully presented in his eulogy. 

~- Audrey Sorrento ~ 
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NEW PROGRAMS AT GRAILVILLE 
~ Pauletta Hansel ~ 

 
As you know from previous Gumbo articles, Grailville staff and volunteers are engaged 
in the process of Comprehensive Planning for Grailville.  One piece of this has been 
program revitalization planning.  Many of you have participated in one or more of the 
Story Circle Focus Groups or have had other conversations with us about your hopes 
and dreams for Grailville programs.  Recently Grailville staff unveiled the Grailville 
Program Plan that rose out of this process.  The plan is in three parts: 
 

I. Program Values: The Mission Goals that direct Grailville’s work as well as 
foundational program values developed from the input provided through the Story 
Circle Process, including: 

 
 Grailville Programs are transformative experiences exposing us to ideas, 

activities and women we would not have otherwise encountered, while 
supporting and affirming our authentic selves.  

 Grailville programs have a deep respect for participants, providing 
intellectual, artistic and spiritual resources, challenging participants to take 
risks and honoring the desire to seek the sacred on this sacred land.  

 Grailville has a history of reinventing itself again and again, always keeping 
The Grail’s mission and values as the underlying purpose, honoring 
history/heritage of those who have come before, and using the resources 
available to address the current need in the world.  

 
II. 2007/2008 Program Plan: A concrete plan for the next 15 months of Grailville’s 

programs, including:  
 

 Quarterly and Seasonal weekend retreats, concerts, art exhibits, 
outdoor volunteer experiences, Sunday dinners and afternoon 
workshops all focusing on topics related to Grailville’s mission of spiritual 
search, social transformation, ecological sustainability, and the release of 
women's creative energy throughout the world.   

 The honoring of Grailville’s spiritual foundation by continuing to host 
activities throughout the Liturgical Year, including this year’s annual All 
Saints Celebration and the Crèche Exhibit and Advent Song Luncheons (see 
below).  

 The development of new Week-long Retreats in addition to the annual Zen 
Retreat with Ama Samy, S.J. Stay tuned for more information!  

 Exploration of collaborations to further our mission goals, including with 
Inside/Outside Prison Arts Project, training Grailville volunteers to work 
within this hands-on arts program serving the need and desire of 
incarcerated women to recover, establish or enrich their lives with depth and 
meaning.  

continued next page
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III. Developmental Areas for Further Research: The areas in which we intend (and 

invite you) to focus attention for future program development, both short- and 
long-term.  

 
Our program offerings for the remainder of 2007 are now on our website!  Please 
visit www.grailville.org and follow the events link to find more information about the 
following programs.  Registration is required! 
 

October 28:  A Feast for the Body, Heart and Mind!  Grailville is pleased to 
announce the revival of its Sunday Supper tradition!  October’s Sunday 
Supper (held at 5:30 pm) will be preceded at 3:30 p.m. by a book party 
and art opening!  Co-Director Pauletta Hansel will read from and sign 
copies of her new book of poems, First Person, and art by Elizabeth 
Murphy, who is exploring Grail membership, will be on display. 

 
November 2:  Enjoy an autumn evening at Grailville at our annual All 

Saints/All Souls Celebration at 6 p.m.  A potluck dinner at St Brigid’s 
will be followed by a story time of the saints and saints’ parade.  Come 
dressed as your favorite saint or dear soul and share a story.  We will 
conclude with a hayride and prayer of loving remembrance at the 
Grailville cemetery (weather permitting). 

 
November 9-11:  The Art of Living: Women’s Multi-Arts Retreat, a 

weekend of writing, visual and movement arts designed to help women 
from all walks of life reconnect with their "hand-made lives."  Begins 
Friday evening and ends after lunch on Sunday. 

 
December 2:  We invite you to spend the afternoon with us from 2-4 p.m. for 

The Coming of the Light, marking the first Sunday of Advent with 
songs and readings, viewing the Crèche exhibit, and participating in an 
art project on the O antiphons. 

 
December 5-20:  The Advent season will continue with our International 

Crèche Exhibit And Luncheon Series, from noon- 2 p.m.; call or 
check our website for specific dates. 

 
 
Also, looking ahead to 2008, please save the dates for the following exciting programs: 
 

April 18-19 Ann Arbor Grail Concert & Saturday Workshop (Gregorian 
Chant Interpretation: A Semiological Approach)  

 
June 20-22 Sustaining Spirit, Sustaining Earth - A weekend retreat and 

evening lecture with Sr. Miriam Therese MacGillis, O.P. 
 

Grailville Programs, continued 
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WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER IN CINCINNATI 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
The 2007 Day of Prayer will be quite different from its predecessors.  It will be a 
workshop instead of a church service, and it will be held on Saturday, November 3, from 
10 a.m. ‘til 3 p.m. at the Corryville Community Center, 2823 Eden Avenue. 
 
Led by choreographer Fanchon Shur and several of her dancers, this workshop is 
based on a dance piece called “All That Breathes,” a dialogue among the Christian, 
Islamic, and Jewish Faiths.  It is also an opportunity for women of all faiths to explore 
the foundation of their own spirituality.  Participants will be led in simple movements and 
encouraged to share personal reflections toward the creation of a simple ritual. 
 
Here is what Fanchon has written about her intention in offering this workshop: 
 

Creative movement runs deeper than dogmas and suspicions; it opens 
the primordial voice in all of us.  No matter what tradition we come from, 
working with prayer movements from the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic 
traditions can teach us to surrender to the One.   
 

As in the past, Judith Blackburn is chairing a committee of volunteers to oversee this 
experimental Women’s Day of Prayer, which is being jointly sponsored by the Grail and 
Growth in Motion (Fanchon’s nonprofit).  Contact Judith Blackburn for more information 
at 513 542-7334 or jblackburn@fuse.net.  Cost of the workshop, including lunch, is $35, 
with a $10 discount for all who register before October 20.    
 
What a rare opportunity for local women to get a taste of what the Grail is all about!  
Please do all you can to encourage participation in this wonderful mix of art, education, 
and appreciation of diversity. 
 

from Fanchon’s choreographed 
and performed dance piece 
called “All that Breathes” 



 

 

 
 

UPDATE ON MEMBER GIVING 
 
 

TOTAL 2007 YEAR-TO-DATE DONATIONS/PLEDGES  =  $ 92,505 
(reflects donations to the National Office, Grailville and Cornwall) 
 
# OF MEMBERS GIVING/PLEDGED 

All member categories  =  118 of 241  (49%) 
Active & Wider Grail  =  104 of 199  (52%) 

 
A REMINDER to all members: your financial support is not only 

essential to keep your movement going ~ it is a GA-
affirmed responsibility for all non-emerita members. 
Can we reach the 100% mark by the end of the year? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 

 
GUMBO DEADLINE: October 26 

Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gumbo Editor: Bonnie Hendricks  
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