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Gumbo 
~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

November 2007 
 

 
ST. MARY’S HEAD START PRESCHOOL -- 

A GRAIL SUCCESS STORY 
~ Ria De Groot ~ 

 
In the fall of 2005, I received from the Grail in Northern California a grant of 

$5,000 dollars for seed money to set up a preschool for very low income and 
homeless children in Stockton, California.  The goal was to set up this preschool on 
the grounds of St. Mary’s Interfaith Services, which offers meals and multiple 
services and is located next to shelters for homeless adults and families.  A migrant 
camp not far away is also used to house homeless families when field workers go 
home to Mexico in December and January.   

Along with Bettina Engelman and Carol Cohen, who both have training and 
experience in early childhood education, the three of us set out to accomplish this 
task.  We called ourselves the Preschool Committee.  Preschool for all was part of 
the legislative agenda in California in the fall of 2005.  Districts were setting up trial 
programs with no effort in Stockton to include the homeless.  We knew homeless 
children need this advantage, and we wanted to seize the opportunity of a vacated 
building on the St. Mary’s Campus.   

After many meetings with directors, interested parties, board members and avid 
supporters we came to the conclusion that Head Start had the best and most reliable 
program to offer.  Their funding is solid, they offer many services, better pay for the 
teachers and had a sustainable quality.  St. Mary’s agreed to in kind rent to satisfy 
the community input requirement as stipulated by Head Start.  Mind you this took 
some “subtle shuttle diplomacy” but a wonderful and solid lease agreement would be 
the final result. 

Looking ahead we decided to apply for a grant from “First Five” which is in fact 
tobacco tax money for outdoor play equipment.  Receiving the $25,000 for the 
equipment helped make this project become a “serious” one.  Installing the 
equipment had its own challenges in that Caltrans, the State Highway Commission, 
became involved because one of their water drains were located at this spot!  Some 
fun with that! 

The building is a wonderful size and has a great layout but it was old!  Lots of 
repairs needed to happen.  Organizing volunteers in the community we cleaned, 
painted, dug up and cleared the garden area and planted grass.  St. Mary’s hired 
some marvelous temporary workers, some of whom were homeless, to do indoor 
removal, deck removal, floor work, and digging and setting up a fence.  We organized 
professionals to come in for plumbing, electricity, new outdoor steps, floor and fire 
alarm services.  A few businesses donated their materials or time.  All of that was a 
serious and drawn out process.  In other words, we did our own contracting!   

continued next page
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Duanne Welsch and Peg Linnehan Carol Nosko 

 
By July of this year a lease agreement between St. Mary’s Interfaith Services and 

Head Start was signed.  The play equipment, the poured in place material (for jumping 
and falling), the fence and the building on the inside and outside were ready.  Head 
Start brought in their educational furniture plus materials and sent their licensing person 
to contact the state.  Within several weeks we became officially licensed.  That was in 
early August of this year, 2007.  On September 13th St. Mary’s Interfaith Services 
arranged a lovely public Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with many dignitaries from the 
community.  Family and friends were present, including Emmy Normandin long time 
Grail member.  Kind words were spoken and awards given to the preschool committee.  
I feel honored to be receiving the ABC Award for action on behalf of children on 
November 8th along with seven other Stocktonians. 

The School is on its way and children are already beginning to benefit.  None of it 
could have happened without the original seed money from the Grail.  We salute you, 
honor you and thank all Grail members for trusting us to do the work and make a lasting 
gift to the homeless and low income children and their parents in the Stockton 
Community. 

 

Audrey Schomer (what’s she got?), Audrey Sorrento, Elise Gorges 
Susan Becker, Duanne Welsch, Marian Ronan 

Head Start, continued 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: MIMI POWER 
 
 
 

Mary Anne “Mimi” Power died September 27th, 
2007, in New Mexico at the age of 72.  A Grail 
member since 1962, when she came to the Grail 
Center in Cincinnati, Mimi was actively involved 
in social justice issues.  While living in a poor, 
racially mixed area of Cincinnati, she became 
interested in Park Town, an experiment in 
integrated living in downtown Cincinnati, where 
she served on Housing Legislature Committee.  
During that time she was also active in the 
Social Action Committee of the National 
Association of Social Workers.  In the mid-1960s 
she lived for some years in Philadelphia working 
in child welfare and civil rights issues until 
moving to New Mexico.  In more recent times 
she was very active with the Grail Accessibility 
Committee in efforts to remove accessibility 
barriers to our buildings, especially at Grailville. 
 

While still in Philadelphia, she and her partner, Mary Ann McCarthy, created a family 
with Michael, Jamie and Katie for whom the MJK Ranch in Belen, New Mexico, is 
named and where they were later joined by Monica.  Mimi is survived by her children 
and grandchildren, Donte, Chris, Marilee, Devon, Nathaniel and Malik, along with 
Mimi’s daughter-in-law, Iva, and her loyal helper dog, Sally.   

 
 

Mimi was the best friend anyone could have.  A laugh and twinkle in her eyes 
followed her smile and greetings.  For me Mimi was a feminist before the word; she 
marched through many boundaries.  She was a mother, grandmother, social worker, 
counselor, artist, mentor, rancher, raising cattle, goats and llamas.  She was an avid 
birder and now I am sure she is soaring with the eagles free and wild.  Society never 
defined her and no boundaries ever stopped her.  She was a tireless advocate and 
activist for accessibility in the physical world and you could also say she was that in the 
mental world too.  She was a powerful woman and a mighty friend to have at your side. 

Once when I was building our first cabin on our land in the mountains, Mimi and Mary 
Ann came to visit.  We had no electricity and the generator we had was broken.  We did 
not know how we would load the thing back into the truck to get it fixed as it weight about 
800 lbs and was about 3 foot square.  It was Mimi, the practical, who with physics and a 
come-along (which I didn't yet know of) figured out how to conquer the beast.  We 
laughed into the night around a campfire, pleased with ourselves and knowing there was 
always a way forward.  That was Mimi. 

~ Beth Wasmer ~ 

In Memory of Mimi continues next page 



IN LOVING MEMORY: MIMI POWER 

4 

REFLECTIONS 
OCTOBER 26, 2007 

~ Rose Morin ~ 
 
Mother, grandmother, artist, lover, activist, eagle-eye bird lover.  
Medical social worker, trained Hospice worker who sure knew how to navigate the medical 

system.  Her survival depended on it.  Without bitterness.  Demanding, firm and tenacious. 
Trusted confidant, loving friend. 
 
An activist till the end.  Indignant at the way others were being treated at the nursing home that 

was transitional care while she was trying to fight her blood infection.  “It’s just not right; 
something has to be done,” she said.  Compassion for the underdog.  Indignant at injustice. 
Articulate kind-hearted activist. 

Mimi was my introduction to New Mexico.  She invited me to come do some remodeling for her 
and Mary Ann at the Greenwich House in Albuquerque the summer of 1984.  We first 
stayed at the ranch in Belen and then in Albuquerque.  She introduced me to green chile 
and the big New Mexico sky.  She and Mary Ann took me up to their A-frame in Taos and 
then we meandered down through Abiquiu to the Christ in the Desert Monastery.  The road 
was, how shall I say, rutted.  I thought I was back going up the Kisekibaka mountainside 
road in Tanzania.  It took us an hour to go the nine miles; sure we were going to slide off 
the edge of the cliffs.  But the colors of the rock cliffs rising up the sides of the road with 
the Chama River meandering beside us!  I felt like I had arrived.  Home.  To my heart 
home.  My spiritual home.  Mimi was one of those pivotal people in my life who got me to 
New Mexico and who continued to keep me on track. 

Always a confidant, she was.  Good listener.  Therapist.  Asked the hard question I needed to 
hear.  We could do that for each other.  We called each other the Process Queens, over a 
Tecate or Corona with lime and salt.  Always a tease with a twinkle in her eye.  Fiercely 
loyal.  Two days before she went to sleep, she told Mary I was a keeper and she’d better 
be good to me and take good care of me. 

Mimi was a great Grail meeting hostess, with Lena’s help over the years.  I’m grateful we were 
able to have this last small National prep meeting at her house.  Judith, Beth, Mimi and I 
created a ritual to honor the Grandmothers.  The ritual evolved to honor Mimi; for her 
steadfast love of the Grail and her care for the MJK Ranch over the years; putting it into a 
conservation easement, and being a good steward.  She loved sitting on the back porch 
looking out on the field toward the Bosque; spotting the eagles, hawks, cranes, coyotes. 
Keeping an eye on the llamas and donkey.  MJK Ranch: named after their kids: Michael, 
Jami and Katie. 

When I met with Michael and Katie to help them with the wording of the obituary, Michael said: 
“Well now, Rose.  We are not your typical family!”  Mimi had adopted Michael and Katie.  
Mary Ann; Jami and then Mimi; Monica.  Mimi and Mary Ann raised the kids: Mimi with 
Arthrogryposis, and Mary Ann with MS.  Two white social workers, lesbians, adopting 
African American kids in the 70’s, and raising them on a ranch in rural New Mexico.  
Pioneers.  They were a family and it has been a privilege to re-connect with them. 

Mimi invited Beth and Jane and I to be her Grail team to help her think through the decisions 
ahead of her, and to ask the hard questions.  She was very much in charge.  What a gift to 
be with someone, conscious, making clear well thought out choices.  “No, if I can’t have a 
quality of life, if I can’t get out of bed and sit up and paint and get this energy out of my 
hands, well then…, please, make me comfortable.  She passed over to the other side as 
consciously and intentionally as she lived her life. 

In Memory of Mimi continues next page 
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Mimi was such an incredible person!  Her informed interest in local, national, and 
international issues, active concern for the well-being of the Grail, her affective 
advocacy for people with wheelchair disabilities, was all so extraordinary. 
She simply refused to allow her handicap to handicap her! 
Mimi had raised garden beds created which allowed her to plant, water and 
harvest from her wheelchair.  She excelled at painting and was awarded ribbons 
in many area shows I attended. 
One day at her ranch Jim and I, accompanied by Marie Sutter and Dale Sindon, 
were strolling about the property when we noticed Mimi sketching.  Months later, 
when we were preparing to move to California and being feted by Grail members, 
Mimi presented us with a painting of that walk at her ranch. 
That wonderful gift hangs in our living room and reminds us of that gentle yet 
powerful presence. ~ Joann Lamb ~ 

I met Mimi when I was at Grailville doing research for a doctorate in 2001 and we kept in 
touch over the following years.  We exchanged stories about our families, our loved ones, 
about our lives and our political, spiritual and social concerns.  We knew about each others 
gardens, projects, the change in seasons and each others health and ill health. 
 

I found Mimi to be an inspiration but more than that I loved her determination to make a life 
that was rich and full.  She was a raunchy woman who told her story as she saw it.  Mimi had 
a strong sense of self that was undiminished by life's problems and a great capacity to love. 
She was a force for change and a woman who constructed a life that was honourable and 
valuable in all of its forms.  Mimi pursued her interests with passion and honesty.  I valued my 
friendship with Mimi.  We laughed a lot together.  We enjoyed each others company.  
 

I'm going to remember Mimi as a loving, powerful woman with a twinkle in her eye. 
~ Helen Quinn ~

It is difficult to realize Mimi is no longer 
with us. She was a "spark" for the Grail 
and a great communicator.  With 200+ 
miles between us in New Mexico, we 
didn't see each other often but every week 
or so we chatted by phone. What a 
trooper--always upbeat, with a good sense 
of humor in spite of her pain and physical 
limitations.  Her ranch was the location for 
many Grail meetings and a place for 
anyone to go and visit and just relax.  She 
had made plans to move to an Assisted 
Living facility here in Las Cruces and we 
both looked forward to having lunch 
together and visiting often.  Little did we 
know there was another plan for her.  
Dear Mimi, rest in peace; you will still be 
with us very much in spirit. 

~ Marie Sutter ~

In Memory of Mimi continues next page 
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Written shortly before Mimi went thru her final passage to God. 
 
Beloved Mimi – 
Oh, the memories I have.  Do you possibly remember my visit to your ranch in 
Belen, 28 years ago?  Jihad was 5.  You gave him a floppy leather REAL 
cowboy hat which he wore and I loved.  I kept it over the years and still have it.  
Since it is real leather and could stretch, I finally decided to see if I could make 
it big enough for me, since it would never fit my son again.  I wet the leather 
down and pushed it little by little over an upside-down bowl.  Success!  I now 
wear it, thinking of you each time.  This is a “keeper.” 
And another memory there.  It was butchering and castrating time.  I 
remember Jihad's shocked learning, waking up to see a butchered animal, 
hanging on a wooden triangle of poles outside his window.  That was not new 
to me, but cowhands rustling the calves was.  You had a real ranch and stuff 
happened! 
I remember marveling at how you managed even then with your handicaps.  
Little stopped you woman!  Raising kids and managing a ranch.  I hand it to 
you! 
More recently, I was with you at Grailville when you were determined to get a 
proper ramp into Modicum, so something would be genuinely accessible at 
Grailville.  I got in touch with the requirements of ramps at that time and again 
marveled at your tenacity.  It got done, and your influence in this domain will 
continue to inspire and prick at our collective conscience.  Thank you! 
And so you hold on to this life as you prepare to give it over in faith and hope 
that transformation will happen, that metamorphosis that the eye has not seen 
nor the ear heard directly from the other side.  May your hope and faith be 
strong.  May you be at peace, that peace which the world cannot give.  You 
have given so much to us Grail folks and others thru your example, now 
please intercede for us.  We need your courage and determination.  There is 
an old spiritual, “If you get to heaven before I do, just dig a hole and pull me 
thru!”  Yes, please do just that! 
It is hard to think that you are facing that big cocoon, the same one we all face.  
Hope For the Flowers is most deeply about facing and going thru that big final 
cocoon when we do not know what for sure is on the other side.  “How can I 
believe there is a butterfly inside, when all I see it a fuzzy worm?” Yellow says.  
But she trusted.  May you have that grace to trust that, “Life is changed, not 
taken away.” 
Until we meet again, 
Love, Trina Paulus 

In Memory of Mimi continues next page 
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MSGR. JAMES COFFEY 
 

Another dear friend and supporter of the Grail has died.  Father Coffey, as many of us 
knew him, died at the age of 99 on October 8 in Brentwood, Long Island. 
While studying in Europe, he met the Grail and was instrumental in the Grail’s coming 
to the USA.  He and his mother met Lydwine and Joan when they arrived, hosted them, 
and supported their early visits and travels in the States.  In Brooklyn, from 1945 on, he 
and Joan O’Callaghan and Joan Farley Lutz, recently returned from the earliest Year 
School Programs at Grailville, met with groups of young women from Brooklyn, Queens 
and Long Island, many of whom became responsible Grail members in the years to 
come.  He continued to be friend and supporter through the rest of his life. 
Monsignor Coffey was a philosophy professor and later rector at Immaculate 
Conception Seminary on Long Island.  He became pastor of St. Pius X Church in 
Plainview and later pastor of St. Patrick’s parish in Bay Shore. 
Frank Cappelupo, a friend of Father Coffey who told me of his death, wrote: 

“The homilist at the funeral called James “the Explaining Angel,” referring to his 
being there for so many people… At the funeral Mass there were thousands of 
regular people, mourning the loss of such an Angel in each of their lives.  The 
spirit of Dorothy Day and the genius of the Grail were invoked as lasting patrons 
(matrons) of James’s astonishing spirit.” 

~- Audrey Sorrento ~ 

OK, Mimi - what to say, how to say it? 
I find myself going into a "Do you remember" 

mode! 
Long ago - my first memories of you are 

when you lived in the West End here in 
Cincinnati. 

Then Christmas at Cape May - you and I on 
the floor constructing Michael's train set, 
while Mary Ann supplied us with drinks. 

Belen, and the desert blooming. 
Endless years of work on the Link Team, the 

visit to Uganda. 
Long, long serious discussions - stimulating, 

encouraging, inspiring. 
You said, "There is nothing I can't do if I 

really want to." 
What a gift you are, I am so grateful for you. 
Greet all our folks in that special place, and 

dance and dance and dance. 
~ Alice Dougan ~ 
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FROM THE INTERNATIONAL SPIRITUALITY FORUM 
~ Carol Siemering ~ 

for the International Spirituality Forum Group from the U.S. 
 
We who went to the International Spirituality Forum in Portugal this past summer would 
like to share something with you each month in Gumbo.  I began with a color piece in 
the September issue.  This month we share a poem that was read at one of the evening 
prayer gatherings that was prepared by the women from Sweden.  In coming months it 
may be a summary of one of the talks, more pieces from the prayer gatherings or 
personal reflections.  I cannot urge you strongly enough to go to the site for the 
complete talks, photos and description of the days: http://www.grailspiritualityforum.org/.  
 

POEM FROM THE KEEPER OF SHEEP 
 
I don’t believe in God, because I never saw him. 
If he wanted me to believe in him, 
He would certainly come and talk with me, 
Would come in through my doorway 
Saying to me, Here I am! 
 

… 
 

But if God is the flowers and the trees 
And the hills and the sun and the moonlight, 
Then I believe in him, 
Then I believe in him at every hour, 
And my life is all a prayer and a mass, 
And a communion with the eyes and through the ears. 
 

But if God is the trees and the flowers 
And the hills and the moonlight and the sun, 
Why do I call him God? 
I call him flowers and trees and hills and sun and moonlight; 
Because if, for me to see him, he makes himself 
Sun and moonlight and flowers and trees and hills, 
If he appears to me as being trees and hills 
And moonlight and sun and flowers, 
It is that he wants me to know him 
As trees and hills and flowers and moonlight and sun. 
 

And therefore I obey him 
(What more do I know of God than God of Himself?), 
I obey him by living spontaneously, 
Like one who opens his eyes and sees, 
And I call him moonlight and sun and flowers and trees and hills, 
And I love him without thinking of him 
And think of him by seeing and hearing, 
And I walk with him at every hour. 
 

~ Fernando Pessoa ~ 
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NEWS FROM GRAIL SISTERS AROUND THE WORLD 
 

  Elizabeth Namaganda (Uganda) via Mary Kay Louchart 
”Thank you very much for the concern.  However we are all safe and, in fact, parts 
of the country where we are, there has been little rain!  It is parts of Eastern and 
Northern Region that are flooded.  People in affected areas have lost their crops, 
houses and property.  The death toll as reported has gone up to 50 plus people.” 
(Note: contact Mary Kay for new phone numbers.) 

 
  Rosaurora Espinoza (Mexico) & Beatriz Oliveira (Brazil) 
 via Reina Victoria Estrada 
Rosa and Beatriz joined Sharon Joslyn and Reina in a wonderful reunion of “four 
veterans” in the middle of the Young Women of the Americas meeting in Honduras 
– 15 years after they had all been part of the first meeting of the WOA in Mexico.  
Appreciating their chance to exchange with a new group of young women, the four 
Grail friends shared hopes and renewed their commitment to their work. 

 
  Josepha Gall (The Netherlands) via Alexa Kane 
Friends from all over the world stop by in Amsterdam to visit Josepha (now the 
oldest member in the Grail internationally).  She keeps active and has lots of 
company.  The Begynhof, where she lives, just celebrated its 700th birthday, with a 
High Mass followed by a huge barbecue – quite a celebration.  I’m still hoping, Alexa 
notes, to go visit her again, as some of my sisters and I did several years ago. 

 
  Nusia Matura (Canada) via Carol Siemering 
From the Grail in Mortreal, Nusia recently visited Carol and Loretta Porto Slover in 
Boston, after she and Carol had reconnected in Portugal at the Spirituality Forum.  
They caught up on news of everything from their grown children to their spirituality 
and just telling their stories – “no,” Carol corrects herself. “I shouldn’t say ‘just’ when 
it’s one of the ways we most deeply connect.”  

 
  Jeanette Loanzon (Philippines) via Marian Schwab 
“My beloved mother, who gave birth to 12 children and as a midwife assisted in the 
delivery of a thousand babies, entered eternal life August 17.  My siblings all came 
home.  You can imagine how much we enjoyed being with each other.  It is a great 
tradition among Filipinos to celebrate the first year of death anniversary – literally, a 
shedding of the grief.  We will definitely see each other again here when they come 
around August 17 next year.” 

 
  Mary Guimares (Brazil) via Carol White 
Since June, Mary has been in Dublin studying English at the Liffey Language 
School.  When Carol – who used to earn her living as an ESL teacher – returned to 
Ireland after the National Meeting, she started giving Mary an extra lesson each 
weekend.  Now Carol has added a weekly “tea party” to which she invites an Irish 
friend.  Mary gets more conversational practice and Carol gets to have her friends 
meet another Grail person.  Mary is good fun or “great craic” as they say in Ireland.  

continued next page
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  Andjelka Rudic (Croatia) via Mary Kay Louchart  
A member of LIEN who was present at the UN Commission on the Status of Women 
annual meeting in New York last March, Andjelka has been working with the 
International Women's Peace Service in Palestine to be a peaceful presence there.  
She is considering opening a language school in Croatia. 

 
  Anne Petit (Belgium) via Marian Schwab 
For reasons of health, Anne (“Didine”) Petit is taking early retirement from the 
Practical University for Bachelors in Nursing and Midwifery where she had been 
teaching communication/social skills and geriatrics.  Retirement means she can be 
more in touch with Grail members in Europe like Robin Sclafani in Belgium.  “Also 
the Dutch Grail is expecting some more commitments from me since retirement.  I 
feel my days continue to be too short!”   

 
  Perpetua Aichieng (Kenya) via Carol Siemering 
Another Grail member Carol met in Portugal at the Forum, Perpetua (who is in her 
20s) is working on a Master’s degree in International Relations.  Everyone Carol 
tells she’s in touch with Perpetua says, “Oh, I’m e-mailing her also.” 

 
  Mieneke Hage (The Netherlands) via Marian Schwab 
“I am afraid you can’t think of me working at the International Secretariat.  That is 
Hermien’s domain.  I so far have decided to continue my work at home.  For the 
Dutch Grail, I travel once every fortnight to the Grail house in Utrecht.  The rest I do 
on e-mail.  I am very happy to have the Secretariat in Utrecht: it gives me the 
chance to transfer the archives from home to Utrecht.  Space is increasingly a 
problem at home.” 

 
  Natukunda Judith (Uganda) via Mary Kay Louchart 
“I graduated from Makerere University this February and I am now working at 
Mbarara, teaching the boys at St. Joseph's Vocational School.  So interesting I find 
it.  More interesting for me now is that I have had a rich experience (at the 
International Spirituality Forum in Portugal) of meeting Grail members 
internationally!!!!” 

 
  Pearl Drego (India) via Marian Schwab 
Having returned from Iran where she has been traveling regularly to give workshops 
on cross-cultural counseling skills for doctors and mental health professionals – the 
last trip, she took “two of our Hindu teenagers, with so many intercultural 
experiences they could hold an audience rapt for hours” – Pearl is now off to 
Singapore for a panel and a workshop at a TA (transactional analysis) conference. 

 
 

                            

NOTE:  If you would like to correspond with a Grail member elsewhere in the world, or if 
you have news, please contact Marian Schwab at schwab_m@bellsouth.net. 

Around the World, continued 
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UPDATE ON MEMBER GIVING 

 
TOTAL 2007 YEAR-TO-DATE DONATIONS/PLEDGES  =  $ 114,255 

(reflects donations to the National Office, Grailville and Cornwall) 
Note: $22,375 of total reflects recent forgiveness of outstanding 

loans for a Development Office made in the 90s. 
 
# OF MEMBERS GIVING/PLEDGED 

All member categories  =  128 of 243  (53%) 
Active & Wider Grail  =  112 of 201  (55%) 

 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to our Emerita members who continue 

to give so generously despite being in a voluntary-giving 
category of membership.  16 Emerita members have 
contributed $33,183, which is 29% of donations! 

 
 

HOW TO MAKE USE OF THE GRAIL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 

Grail Scholarship money is available to Grail members for attending Grail programs or for 
going to other programs on topics that can be brought back to the Grail.  Funds are also 
available for nonGrail low-income women to attend Grail programs.  The way you apply for 
these funds is a little different in each case.   

If you’re going to a Grail program, simply tell the program convener that you’ll need a 
scholarship for some of the fees.  She will then apply to the fund for the total amount of 
scholarship money needed by women, both Grail and nonGrail, attending her program.  If 
you are going to a program sponsored by a nonGrail entity, you must pay for it and for your 
transportation to get there, and then apply personally to the fund for reimbursement. 

These funds have been relatively unused in recent years, so don’t hesitate to request 
help.  Each Grail woman is limited to $400 in scholarships per year that she can draw on.  
Judith Blackburn is the administrator of the program and can be contacted with questions or 
requests for funds: JBlackburn@fuse.net or (513) 542-7334. 
 
 

NEW COALITION ON TRAFFICKING 
~ Marian Schwab ~ 

 

The IGA of 2006 committed the Grail internationally to work to combat the trafficking of 
women and children.  Now Catholic women religious from around the world have formed a 
global network aimed at combating human trafficking. 

Called the International Network of Religious Against Trafficking in Persons, the initiative 
was just launched during a conference in Rome October 15-19.   

The conference and training seminar were funded by the US State Department and 
organized by the International Organization for Migration and the Italian Union of Major 
Superiors, the two groups that collaborated on the design of a training program that helps 
foreign women flee forced prostitution. 

Excellent documents on Trafficking can be found on this member’s website: 
www.snjm.org/EnglishContent/actjustTraffickingeng.htm.  They include statistics, stories of 
women and children involved in trafficking, theological considerations, possible actions and 
resources. 



 

 

HEARTLAND ECOVILLAGE: PROGRESS CONTINUES 
~ Beth Wasmer and Meg Bruck ~ 

for the National Grail Council 
 
The Grail has been preparing for a vote on selling about 17 acres of Grailville land to 
Heartland Ecovillage for some time now.... so what needs to be completed before voters 
receive their ballots? 
 

Heartland is still carefully studying two potential sites, both on the eastern edge of 
Grailville's property (see the map at: 
http://www.grailville.org/images/pictures/DiagrammaticSitePlan.pdf).  Neither site is 
perfect; each presents opportunities and constraints worthy of consideration.  For 
example, one site would require an easement through private property to obtain water.  
One site has better potential for wind and solar energy.  Both sites would need new 
boundaries to accommodate a state-of-the-art community wastewater treatment system.  
Heartland Ecovillagers expect to complete this phase of their research and select a site 
at their next meeting in early November. 
 

Once Heartland and the Grailville Staff/Council Coordinating Group has decided which 
location is the most feasible, Vivian Llambi and Associates (land use planners) will 
prepare a new map and the Council will review the entire proposal and send ballot 
materials to Grail voters. 
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