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UPDATE FROM GRAILVILLE 
~ Joy France and Beth Barr ~ 

 
Greetings from Grailville.  We are now well into the New Year and experiencing full force 
the reality of the changes that we have implemented on behalf of the Grail.  Though not 
easy, we are moving forward in a positive direction.  We are now a much smaller staff 
that must make wise decisions about what we can realistically do and not do.  The 
blessing of this reality is the necessity to focus on what is most important. 
Mark is quickly identifying gaps in work force for the retreat center and making plans for 
how to best utilize our on-call staff.  Terry is a constant support in making sure office 
administrative duties are accomplished and the store inventory is kept up to date.  Becky 
is wrapping up 2005 numbers and keeping us all informed on how we look in 2006.  
Mary Lu just produced a beautiful batch of amber honey to sell and is fostering 
programming ideas for sustainability.  Beth and Joy are recruiting members and 
developing the structure for our Advisory Committee and seeking ways to ensure the 
development of The Center (The Spiritual Center for Sustainable Living and Learning).  
We are all pitching in to answer the phones and greet guests. 
The development of The Center is of great importance to us. Our goal for The Center is 
to have clear focus and purpose within which Grail work can manifest itself in a new and 
vital way.  We have a committed group of eight Grail members who are developing the 
Spirituality Programming for The Center.  This group is addressing issues of focus, 
structure, physical needs and staffing. 
We would like to say thank you to those of you who have sent us greeting cards with 
word of encouragement or thoughts to ponder.  Feedback from Grail members provides 
us with the motivation we need to transition Grailville into the place it needs to be for the 
manifestation of the next Great Work of the Grail.  

 
 A FEW OF THE CARDS SENT TO 

GRAILVILLE IN RESPONSE TO 
LAST MONTH’S ARTICLE

Every horizon, upon being reached, 
Reveals another beckoning in the distance. 
Always, I am on the threshold. 
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GROWING THE GRAIL 
~ Judith Blackburn, chair ~ 

Exploring Membership Committee 
 
 

The best way to grow the Grail still is to 
have ongoing, exciting Grail programs in 
your region and then to invite like-minded 
women to come to these programs.  New 
York Politics and Spirituality is the best 
example we have of that happening right 
now, which is why the majority of our new 
members recently have been coming from 
the New York region.  Following New 
York’s lead, the Exploring Membership 
Committee has established a satellite 
Politics and Spirituality group here in 
Cincinnati. 
 
It’s as simple as dinner, discussion, and 
reflection.  We meet the third Thursday of 
every month in a restaurant with a free 
community room and have at it.  So far our 
topics have ranged from preserving land 
to ending world poverty.  At each meeting 
we hone in on the next topic and assign 
whatever tasks will need doing.  So far 
we’ve drawn about eight women to each 
meeting, but not always the same eight.  
There have been between two and four 
non-Grail members each time.  These 
guests may or may not be moved to join 
the Grail, but at least they will have 
experienced a typical Grail gathering.  
Furthermore, we conveners are enjoying 
the process just as much as anybody else. 
 
The fact that Grail members and their 
associates are among the busiest women 
in the world accounts for the fact that we 
have had to give up on forming 
participation groups.  It simply became too 
hard to coordinate busy women’s 
schedules.  Today we are matching up 

each exploring woman with a Grail woman 
in her area or with her interests in a kind of 
tutoring or mentoring relationship.  The 
Exploring Membership Team furnishes 
written materials and offers suggestions for 
larger groupings and site visits.  When the 
time comes for the explorers and their Grail 
partners to decide whether she and the 
Grail are a good match, then we and they 
plan a local commitment ceremony.  This 
past fall at the GA, fourteen new members 
were welcomed at the national level. 
 
Currently there are nineteen women on my 
list of Explorers, but this number is more 
fluid than you might expect it to be.  I know 
from calling several of the women recently 
that at least four do not have time to pursue 
membership right now (although they may 
commit in the future) and one finds herself 
no longer interested.  On the other hand, 
one is ready to make her commitment.  And 
several others, especially in New York, are 
almost ready to fill out the data sheets that 
mark their official transition to the status of 
Grail Explorers. 
 
For the Grail to grow we members have to 
each be interested in cultivating the kinds of 
relationships that culminate in commitment.  
If you have any suggestions or 
programming ideas that will advance this 
cause, please do not hesitate to contact me 
or to promote your idea on the Grail listserv 
or in Gumbo.  We have a wonderful mission 
and vision to share, and I believe other 
women are hungry for what we have to 
offer. 
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CELEBRATING MARY KAY AND DOROTHY 
 

A Celebration to honor of Mary Kay Louchart and Dorothy Rasenberger was held 
in NYC on January 21, much to their surprise!  Mary Kay and Dorothy respond 
below, alongside a poem written for the occasion by Sharon Thomson.
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DOROTHY WRITES: 
 

Dear Bonnie, It's so nice to know 
you were with us in spirit on 
Saturday. I've never been so 
surprised but was so genuinely 
delighted to see all who had 
come that I relaxed and let the 
good feelings take over. There 
were over 40 people by my 
count: some very old friends, 
some very new and many of us 
who have been working together 
in recent years. Kate (Twohy) 
did a fabulous job of getting the 
idea going and involving people 
in different ways. We do need 
more times just to party 
together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARY KAY WRITES: 
 

For all that has been, Thanks, 
Lord, Thanks. 

To all that will be, Yes, Yes, Yes. 
 

Friday night (1/20) I went to sleep thinking 
about my tribute to Dorothy Rasenberger—we 
were having a celebration the next day to honor 
her and I wanted to mention the work that she 
has done to strengthen the Grail in the New 
York area, to make our ‘Grail voice’ heard in the 
UN, to get us all looking deeply at questions of 
injustice, etc.  And I was just thinking about 
recent years--I wasn’t even looking at all she 
has done and been for the Grail throughout the 
years!

 
Dorothy at the 

new member ritual 
Cornwall 2005 
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 be of service 
seed is patient, 
ill as a promise 
ried in the dank 
rk loam. 

 be of service 
log must disappear 
 fire, bare bark 
eaking into burning 
 the core. 

rough ice and storm 
penguin goes home. 
 be of service 

returns to the place 
ere it was born 

ddles on the tundra 
th others of its kind 

ards the future, 
e fragile egg beneath 
furry flap of skin. 

ere are people too 
o, in service, try 
t to count the cost. 

ey brave the dark 
 light the world 
ep patience 
d feed the fire. 

ere are pieces of their fragile hearts 
attered across the earth 

 quietly, inconspicuously 
rming street corners in New York. 

ey have names: 
ary Kay, Dorothy Jane, 
ithful Friend, Devoted Sister. 

uardians of past and future, 
ddle close now. 
u are home. 

Sharon Thomson
continued next page
continued next page



 
 

Dorothy, continued 
 

There were things I would have added to the tributes to Mary Kay and to the history of the 
P&S group but time ran out! Though we know Mary Kay as an IPT member for the last 7 
years, it would have been interesting to know her long history of involvement with the 
international Grail that prepared her for that task. I was reminiscing with her about the founding 
of the Women of the Americas, with Ann Burke, Peg, Sharon and others in the famous 500th 
anniversary year, 1992, setting up exchange visits in the years after and persisting until now. 
Mary Kay and Sharon pulled together an International Team in the US Grail that became the 
core of the continuing work since then at the UN. I mentioned to Mary Kay that she and 
Sharon had, on their own, made a visit to Uganda and other countries of East Africa and was 
reminded by her that prior to that, in 1980, she went to East Africa with Ruth Chisholm and 
stayed for 2 months giving various courses, retreats, etc. Mary Kay was also US 
representative to the International Council, getting much needed experience for the IPT role. 

About the NY Politics and Spirituality group, I want to add the tremendous role Cornwall, 
and particularly Peg, played in keeping that group together and expanding. Peg was a partner 
in planning the retreats for years, attested to by my telephone bills as we went over all the 
details. Peg usually planned the opening ritual, did room lists, etc., with everyone at Cornwall 
involved in preparing our meals and other comforts. So many of the women have said over the 
years, Cornwall was the "other pole" of life that we all needed, warmth, hospitality and a 
mutual commitment to justice. 

Thanks, thanks, thanks, Love, Dorothy

Mary Kay, continued 
 

Well, I arrived at the meeting place—hoping she wouldn’t get suspicious 
when she saw the signs outside the building: GRAIL PARTY.  I walked 
in…and Kate Twohy (who had me put this on my calendar well before 
Christmas!) ushered me to the main room before I could even greet those 
standing in the hallway---what a surprise to see one poster giving thanks to 
Dorothy and another poster for me and to see all the people gathered there!  
I was totally surprised.  How this surprise ‘was kept’ is even more amazing 
when I heard that a notice had gone out in the National News but Dorothy 
and I received our own copy—with no mention of the party!  I had discussed 
the party at the Bronx Grail thinking I was telling them something new---they 
all kept straight faces as I explained, took down names, etc.  I didn’t even get 
suspicious as various ones said they were coming as I knew that they 
appreciated Dorothy and wanted to connect more with other Grail members 
in the New York area. YOU ARE AMAZING WOMEN, MY SISTERS. 

And then there was that TERRIFIC TALENTED TRIO that put on a drama with 
puppets and hats and telephones--a bit of a drama taken from real life--the 
balancing act between IPT and RE.  Sharon kept switching hats as Jada 
made calls asking for visas, meetings and budgets, and, Angie kept making 
calls about people not reading notes, catechists not showing up, etc.  During 
these 7 years, at times this St. Luke's-International Grail balancing act 
seemed like a drama unfolding before me--how grateful I am that I have been 
'an actor' in the 'drama.' 

So, again, thank you for your presence at the gathering, for your cards 
and gifts, the photos and writings for the album, for your love and support 
and sisterhood from those present as well as from Grail sisters in other parts 
of the country.  Can you hear me singing? 

For all that has been,  
Thanks, Lord, Thanks. 
To all that will be, Yes, Yes, Yes. 

Mary Kay 
2005 GA 
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CURRENT IMMIGRATION REFORM DEBATE 
~ Mary Gindhart ~ 

 
Lenie Schaareman and I attended a seminar on January 23, 2006 to learn more about the 
current debate on immigration reform.  The present immigration system in the U.S. is broken.  
Instead of legal channels and orderly, screened entry, the broken immigration system has led 
to 11 million undocumented immigrants, separation of family members, and exploitation of 
undocumented workers.  

 
In December 2005, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill that focuses on 
enforcement and fails to address the underlying problems of the broken laws that have driven 
immigration underground and call people criminals. Without legal channels, the U.S. will 
continue to experience illegal and deadly border crossing, overstayed visas, and a growing 
undocumented population living in the shadows.  Among other damaging provisions, the bill 
would: 

• Make undocumented immigrants and legal immigrants who have temporary status 
problems into aggravated felons under federal law, including 1.6 million children; 

• Criminalize anyone who works or interacts with undocumented immigrants (including 
social service agencies, lawyers, families and friends) as an “alien smuggler”; 

• Cost more than $200 billion over 5 years to deport millions of people; 
• Split up families who have some legal members and some undocumented (such as 

citizen children with undocumented parents). 
 

In order to stop the anti-immigrant bill from the House of Representatives, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee must develop a good immigration reform bill, as they address the issue now.  The 
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee are: 

Arlen Specter, Chairman, Pennsylvania 
Patrick Leahy, Vermont 
Orrin Hatch, Utah 
Edward M. Kennedy, Massachusetts 
Charles E. Grassley, Ohio 
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Delaware 
Jon Kyl, Arizona 
Herbert Kohl, Wisconsin 
Mike DeWine, Ohio 

Dianne Feinstein, California 
Jeff Sessions, Alabama 
Russell D. Feingold, Wisconsin 
Lindsey Graham, South Carolina 
Charles E. Schumer, New York 
John Cornyn, Texas 
Richard J. Durbin, Illinois 
Sam Brownback, Kansas 
Tom Coburn, Oklahoma 

 
Take action now if a Senator from your state is on the Senate Judiciary Committee. Write to 
him or her urging them to pass reform that: 

• Realistically addresses the existence of 11 million undocumented immigrants working 
and living in the United States by providing a path to earned citizenship; 

• Creates legal channels for the future flow of workers; 
• Reduces the substantial backlogs in the family immigration system that keep family 

members separated; 
• Includes tailored, targeted and effective enforcement measures; 
• Promotes the integration of newcomers and helps communities that receive them. 

 
We urge everyone to follow the debates about immigration reform that are going on in 
Congress and throughout the U.S. and to work for fair policies that welcome and sustain 
immigrants. 
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ELECTION PROCESS BEGINS FOR U.S. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL REP 
~ Joyce Minkler ~ 

 
We have begun the process of gathering nominations for a new U.S. International 

Council (IC) representative. The election is to be concluded by March 15th, as the 
representative will be one of our delegates to the IGA and delegates need to be confirmed 
by April l, 2006. 

Consider those you know (voting members in the U.S. Grail) who would meet the criteria 
for the job of IC representative. Excerpts from the IC manual are below, outlining 
responsibilities of the International Council and Council representatives. 

If you would like to nominate someone, please contact her first to see if she is willing to 
be nominated. If she is, send her name to Joyce Minkler (who will not run for re-election) by 
FEBRUARY 15. Joyce will recheck availability with nominees and then send a list of 
nominees to the National Office. A paper ballot, with a statement from each nominee, will be 
sent to voting members from the National Office. The deadline for returning these ballots to 
the National Office will be March 15. Election will be on the basis of simple majority of votes. 
 
Nominations by February 15th to Joyce Minkler: joyced@kih.net  

or 515 Nerinx Road, Nerinx, KY 40049; or 270-865-5009 
 
EXCERPTS FROM THE GRAIL INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MANUAL (CHAPTER 3.1) 
The International Council is a body which provides a means for Grail Entities and the 

International Leadership Team (formerly IPT) to interact between International General 
Assemblies. Its membership will normally consist of one duly elected responsible 
participant from each Grail Entity. 

A Council member must be a person with an overall knowledge and understanding of the 
Grail Entity she represents and with communal responsibility within it. She should also 
have the ability to explore the international significance of Grail situations and activities 
around the world. 

It is helpful if Council members: 
- serve from one IGA to another IGA 
- the new IC member also attends the next IGA 
- Council members are part of the National Leadership Team 

The Council normally meets once between IGAs. 
 

Responsibilities of the Council are: 
1. to survey and evaluate the implementation of the decisions of the IGA, providing 

help and stimulus where this seems needed; 
2. to reflect on the currents of life and action in the Grail in order to discern and 

encourage developments coherent with vision and goals; 
3. to act as consultative body in the Grail in matters where cultural, national or regional 

factors are significant; 
4. to develop and implement appropriate financial policies; 
5. to maintain international norms for Grail participation and formation; 
6. to recognize, affirm and formally dissolve Grail Entities and to admit new members 

to the Council; 
7. to launch the preparatory period of an IGA and to set up the means for its 

organization, including the allocation of poll votes; 
8. to commence the process for the election of the ILT in accordance with the 

International Election Procedures;
continued next page 
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9. to decide on appropriate arrangements in the event of a midterm vacancy in the 
membership of the ILT; 

10. to determine procedures necessary for the effective implementation of the 
provisions of the International Structures and to publish these as annexes to the 
Structures, regularly reviewing them to meet changing circumstances; 

11. to take the decisions and maintain the administration necessary to fulfill the above 
responsibilities. 

 

Responsibilities of the Council Members are: 
1. to attend Council meetings; 
2. to assure the Grail's integrity; 
3. to foster initiatives; 
4. to serve as a common voice of the Grail; 
5. to be the public, multi-cultural face of the whole Grail, not just the country one 

represents; 
6. to bring new ideas; 
7. to offer leadership and inspiration; 
8. to be sensitive to the talents of the members; 
9. to be aware of and sensitive to the signs of the times; 
10. to set priorities for the Movement; 
11. to communicate with: 

a. national leadership regarding international matters; 
b. other persons with specific responsibilities in the country (e.g. formation, 

finances, networks); 
c. the ILT by responding to all communications from the ILT; 

12. to prepare for IGA and IC meetings with appropriate persons in their countries; 
13. to serve as a link between past, present and future in maintaining institutions, giving 

vision and new indicatives; 
14. to use national Grail publications to inform the Movement of the life and work of the 

Grail internationally. 

 
March 8, 2006 is
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Women Say
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY CAMPAIGN 
FROM THE U.S. GLOBAL JUSTICE NETWORK 

 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY. A campaign titled "A Women's Call for 
sored by CODEPINK is now in progress to secure 100,000 signatures. 
tures will be delivered to leaders in Washington, DC and also to U.S. 

women-initiated grassroots peace and social justice movement working 
ar in Iraq, stop new wars, and redirect our resources into healthcare, 
d other life-affirming activities. 

ted in signing - those on the web can go to:  
omensaynotowar.org  
the web, you can send your signature (and others too) to:  
 No To War, 2017 Mission St, Suite 303, San Francisco, CA 94110. 
Election, continued
Page 7 

http://www.womensaynotowar.org/


 

THE GRAIL IN MICHIGAN 
~ Mary Therese Coyle ~ 
via the Membership Quad 

 
On January 22 we will resume our discussion series on "An Amazing Journey - The 

Universe and Me". We started last year but got interrupted with preparations for the GA 
and other events. We will be meeting at Lynn Louchart-Kiefer's home which is closer to 
our Northern Michigan members. 

The "Geezers" group which started a year or so ago continues to meet at Mary 
Clifford's home and is discussing Carter's latest book. 

Our Detroit area members continue their participation in the peace and justice 
coalition, as well as Catholic Caucus which deals with social justice issues as it pertains to 
Michigan legislation. Shirley Beaupre, who is currently in rehabilitation following knee 
replacement surgery, continues work with a Detroit co-housing group, as well as working 
with a group setting up a Credit Union which will specialize in micro-financing and will be 
run and controlled by poor people. She continues with her usual neighborhood 
revitalization work. 

Ann Steffy and Judy Markle have been active with their leadership in local peace group 
demonstrations, as well as being present at anti-nuclear demonstrations in TN and peace 
protests in Washington and New York, as well as at the School of the Americas in GA. 

Some members are also involved in ecumenical spirituality pursuits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: February 24 

Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org  
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