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REPORT FROM CORNWALL 

WITH PRAYERS & CROSSED FINGERS 
PLANNING FOR THE BEST 

~ Sharon Thomson ~ 
 

As we close out the books on ’08 and reflect on where we are now, it seems safe to say 
that Cornwall has had a very good year.  From beginning renovations on the Phoenix to 
the start-up of a Metànoia revival in our hearts; from ending the year with a net 
operational profit to increasing our collaborations with the local community, we feel 
blessed with so much good fortune—especially considering the economic downturns we 
all are facing. 
 
Keenly aware that there is no way of predicting 
what the future has in store for us, we pray, 
cross our fingers, and plan for the best.  As of 
now, our bookings for ’09 are comparable to 
what they were last year—good news in this 
economic climate.  If the pattern of previous 
years holds, we expect to generate as much, or 
more, income than before.  (A big help as we 
anticipate increasing expenses as well—
especially those related to perpetual snow 
removal!).  In addition to raising our rates, we 
continue to implement a marketing strategy that 
aims at increasing mid-week and off- season 
rentals.  Thanks to the help of regional Grail 
members and some of our faithful clients, our 
donor base has widened, giving us an increase 
in contributions in 2008.  However, Cornwall is 
greatly in need of a long-term financial plan.  
We look forward to Council’s support in helping 
us to make progress in this area in the future. 
 
Major work has begun on the Phoenix with the installation of new windows on the third 
floor along with roof and gutter replacements.  A multi-year plan is in place for 
restructuring a side of the house, which is presently unstable, and creating a new fire 
egress.  Refurbishing of the interior also continues and our guests tell us they are 
pleased with the improvements. 

continued next page 

Massie takes a break from her duties 
during this winter of perpetual snow 
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But money and facilities only exist to support our work on behalf of the Grail mission. 
Toward that end, we offer programs and projects that enhance our two-pronged 
strategy of deepening our relationship with regional Grail members (including 
introducing new and younger women to the Grail), and developing a locally-based 
Cornwall community.  
 
WIST programs have been a significant contributor to our educational outreach in the 
region.  Last year’s program with Monica Sharma from the UN (a collaboration between 
WIST and the Politics and Spirituality group) provided the inspiration for our new 
Phoenix Rising project (see below).  We are now looking forward to WIST programs in 
April and September on "Living an Integral Life," led by Australian Grail member 
Caresse Cranwell, PhD.  These promise to be additional opportunities for deepening 
our shared understanding of the Grail’s holistic vision...and for meeting new people, of 
course. 
 
Along with WIST programs, Family Weekends, and Politics & Spirituality Retreats, the 
Metànoia Process has been key to engaging with Grail members in the Northeast 
region.  In 2009, Metànoia will continue as a series of three day-long retreats in both 
Boston and NYC, focusing on the words “community, commitment, communion.”  In 
addition, Philadelphia will be using these words as a focus for their annual retreat.  The 
Metànoia ’08 group will have a June “reunion” in Cornwall, and at the end of ’09, all 
those who have participated in Metànoia will decide how to proceed in the following 
year.  Meanwhile, as part of the October National retreat, Cornwall will offer an open 
space on Metànoia to help think through how the Process can be introduced outside the 
Northeast region. 
 
Locally, we continue to encourage our new friends and volunteers to plan and 
implement programs such as last year’s Wellness Retreat and a Teen program, which 
received funding from an Orange County agency, but lacked sufficient registrations and 
had to be cancelled.  (Applying a few lessons learned, we hope to try again with that in 
’09).  We have also developed a number of informal ways of connecting with friends and 
neighbors, such as inviting them to our community meals, holding movie nights, hosting 
support groups, sharing holiday activities and special election night/inaugural 
celebrations with them.  We also host a May Beltane Festival organized by locals who 
rent our property and fill it with music, dancing, costumes, vendors, and workshops.  
 
In 2008 we initiated projects that offer promising opportunities to collaborate with local 
community-based organizations, groups, and individuals.  Under the leadership of 
resident staff members, Marcie Farwell and Massie Jones, three new efforts are 
underway: 

• Mini-CSA project—an outgrowth of last year’s Garden Partners project.  We will 
start with up to ten members, developing in relationship with the new Cornwall 
Community Food Co-op.  Events in connection with the garden season are also 
being planned, such as, garden party dinners, canning days, optional work in the 
garden days, mulch & weeding days, and garden teas.

continued next page 

Cornwall, continued 
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• Forest Revitalization & Deer Management Project—the Cornwall Grail Center 
Forestry Report, produced by the Black Rock State Forest in 2006, is now being 
used to move forward with grant opportunities to help with critical problems of 
deer over-population, invasive vine species, and invasive tree species.  In 
addition, Emily Thomas heads a Cornwall committee to organize locally, educate 
voters, and change zoning laws to address the threat to our forests and human 
health.  Recently we sponsored a briefing by Dr. Bill Schuster, Director of Black 
Rock Forest, on the ecological impact of deer on the forests. 

• One Stone Art Collective at The Grail—a 
collective of young women from NYC 
and surrounding areas, working in a 
variety of media.  Their first exhibit here 
is scheduled for June, in conjunction 
with town and village activities around 
the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s 
first trip up the river.  A blog for the 
collective is currently in the works.  In 
addition, collective members are 
becoming interested in the Grail as they 
spend more time here. 

 
Meanwhile, as further enhancement of our Cornwall community, we are beginning the 
Phoenix Rising Project, an inter-spiritual conversation not just with, but also among, 
those clients who return year after year and represent a wide diversity of faith traditions 
and non-traditions.  Though we do not yet know what the outcome of this initiative will 
be, we welcome the opportunity to widen our circle of friends and engage with our 
clients more intentionally as “sister travelers.” 
 
We who live and/or work at the Cornwall Grail Center feel grateful for the support we 
continue to receive from the movement and national council, the region, our clients and 
guests, friends and neighbors, and, blessedly, from each other. 
 

the end (whew) 
 
 
 

Cornwall, continued 

Merissa Seminara, Marcie Farwell, and 
Massie Jones set up the blog for the 

One Stone Art Collective at The Grail. 

One Stone Art Collective making plans for
June exhibition 

Jenna Messier's new son, Aadi,
 sleeping happily in Cay Charles' arms 
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HEARTLAND ECOVILLAGE / U.S. GRAIL NEGOTIATIONS UPDATE 
~ Meg Bruck ~ 

 
Six months ago, on July 15, 2008, the U.S. Grail notified Heartland Ecovillage that our 
members had voted to approve negotiations to sell no more than 20 acres of land at 
Grailville to the Ecovillage.  Since then our representatives have been meeting regularly 
and, though challenged by the current financial crisis, Heartland Ecovillage continues to 
move closer to becoming a reality. 
 

Both parties have signed a formal Letter of Intent (to sell the land) drafted by the Grail's real 
estate attorney.  It states that Heartland will fulfill certain conditions: seeking conditional 
approval from government authorities, agreeing to deed restrictions, determining how the 
Ecovillage will be funded, and specifying procedures for resale or inheritance of property.  
When Heartland has fulfilled these terms we anticipate that we will sign an Option to 
Purchase contract.  During this phase we will determine the final purchase price and 
approve the site plan. 
 

We are happy to report that, so far, it appears that current zoning requirements and 
regulations governing development in Miami Township will not inhibit Ecovillage's plans.  
We have reached agreement that Heartland will limit noise, odor, and light pollution due to 
its proximity to the retreat center at Grailville.  Creeks and streams will be protected and 
there will be no through traffic across Grailville land from the Ecovillage to the retreat center 
hub. 
 

Heartland informs us that there is an emerging consensus among their members for 30 
units of clustered housing, a community building, pedestrian orientation, handicapped 
accessibility, membership diversity, sustainable and renewable energy options, use of 
green spaces, organic gardens and green sound barriers, and pathway connection to the 
hub of Grailville. 
 

The Ecovillage group has hired Karen Hansen as a temporary part-time project manager to 
manage the Ecovillage development project for six months.  She is facilitating the 
implementation of a "critical path flow chart" which includes: 
◊ Architect search/screening and setting up of interviews with MIH (Ecovillage's "Making 

It Happen" group) 
◊ Developer search/screening and setting up of interviews with MIH 
◊ Pursuit of legal aspects of forming the community with particular attention to re-sale 

and succession issues 
◊ Finances: research resources and initiate meetings with possible sources of funds 
◊ Follow through on Heartland and MIH decisions as directed 
 

(For clarification, this position is seen as an incremental step in moving ahead.  It is not 
considered to be the appointment of an individual to see the whole project through to 
completion which, they hope, will be another next step!) 
 

Attendance at monthly Heartland Ecovillage meetings has recently increased.  Perhaps you 
know folks who may want to consider joining.  Heartland continues to welcome inquiries 
from potential new members.  For information, contact heartland1@fuse.net.  
 

For questions about the land sale negotiations contact one of the Grail Board of Trustees 
representatives: Beth Wasmer at (303) 915-2285 or bwaz@rkymtnhi.com, or 
Meg Bruck at (513) 583-1495 or megbrck@gmail.com.  
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THE EUCHARIST IN THE STRUGGLES OF THE WORLD 
PHILADELPHIA GRAIL PROGRAM 

JANUARY 11, 2009; LED BY MARIAN RONAN 
~ Mary Gindhart and Mary DiVito ~ 

 
In the program, The Eucharist in the Struggles of 
the World, Marian Ronan recapitulated many of the 
liturgical developments that led up to and followed 
from the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965).  
Fifteen people attended.  She then led reflections on 
three aspects of the Eucharist: 
 
I. A LITURGY OF ABUNDANCE (The Eucharist Sustains Us) 
We were given four scripture texts:  Genesis 1:29-2:2-3; 
Psalm 104:24-27; Exodus 16:15 and Jeremiah 31:33.  
 
We then discussed the question, What does it mean if 
we read the texts as Eucharistic?  We could see the 
food references as evidence of God’s tremendous 
love for creation, that we have reason to be filled with 
thanksgiving, and we acknowledged that many starve 
because the abundance is not shared. 
 
II. A LITURGY OF DISRUPTION (The Eucharist Confronts Us) 
For this section, we had a text from Luise Schottroff and Andrea Bieler’s The Eucharist:  
Bodies, Bread and Resurrection (Fortress 2007). 
 

…The Eucharist should not be in any sense considered an offering of gifts, but 
rather, we bring what we have received from God…and from the hands of 
working people….  Analyzing the circle of production and oppression that is 
attached to it is another task that belongs to the Eucharistic life…. (110-111)  
Prayers of intercession (in the Eucharist) are not “us” praying for “them.”  Such 
intercession highlights the complicity of those who pray.  If those for whom we 
pray are indeed connected with us, we are reminded not to romanticize this 
connection, but to ask about our complicity in the effects of the global economy.  
The Eucharistic life that flows out of the practice of interceding invites us to be 
honest with ourselves and to inspect our privileges and the disastrous influence 
they have on the social and ecological environment. (pp. 124-125) 

 
We looked at how the crucifixion of Jesus is present in the Eucharist, which “points to 
the presence of God…and simultaneously lifts up the hiddenness of God inasmuch as 
people experience the absence of God in the body politic related to food and hunger.” 
(p.5) 

continued next page 

Marian Ronan
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III. LITURGY OF RADICAL HOPE (The Eucharist Transforms Us) 
We looked at what Father John Haughey said about 
Matthew 8:5-13 in which Jesus is approached by a 
centurion, a Roman soldier who commanded a 
garrison of about 100 troops:  Jesus found that 3 
virtues were operating in this Roman.  The first was 
the hope that Jesus’ word would heal his servant; 
the second was the man’s love for his serving boy; 
and the third was the man’s faith.  Jesus realized 
that even though the man was outside the ambit of 
the covenantal care that God had for the Jewish 
people, God gave this man faith.  Matthew uses this 
moment in Jesus’ ministry and experience of God 
as operating outside of Israel to explain to his 
hearers what he had learned….It explains the 
experience of Jewish Christians about how the 
Messiah could be sent to Israel but be accepted by 
the Gentiles as well….(From John C. Haughey, SJ, 
There’s No ‘Them’ There.  The Living Pulpit, 13: 4, 
Oct. to Dec. 2004, pp.13-14.) 
 
These reflections showed us ways to help us to make connections between the bread 
of liturgical Eucharistic celebrations where the life, death and resurrection of Jesus is 
remembered; the bread that we consume daily that gives us life; and our need for 
transformation that will enable us to work for the poor of the world to have bread in 
abundance. 
 
 

 
 
FROM PILGRIM PLACE… 
Teresa Wilson writes: 
 
Mary Gene Devlin has come to California for a workshop day with Pilgrim Place Grail 
members.  She will continue on to Northern California for a similar meeting hosted by 
Nancy Traer.  Grail activities and papers devoted to Spirituality had become more than 
we could stay on top of. 
 
We invited Mary Gene to come and review the national and international meetings on 
spirituality of the past two years which she has attended and give us some guidance on 
how we might catch up and move on to participate in the work ahead.  
 
Mary Gene notes that it is oranges to pick from the trees instead of icicles, and green 
grass and flowers and blue skies instead of the slipping and sliding of Massachusetts. 

Laura McHugh and Samantha Giusti 

Eucharist, continued 



U.S. Grail Gumbo 7 February 2009 

HOW A POSSIBLE LOSS IN IRELAND COULD BECOME AN ACTUAL GAIN,  
IF WE LISTEN TO IAN LINDEN 

~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 
 
That’s supposed to be a tease, as TV does all the time, to read on: what? who? huh?  

Here’s the story: One of the members of the Grail Exploration group in Ireland explained 
at their January meeting that, though her heart is with the group, she will not able to 
take part in the meetings or activities for at least the next six months.  She has at last 
found a full-time job in Belfast in her specialty of transformational work with trauma 
victims, plus some part-time youth counseling.  She has also just become a committed 
member of the Corrymeela Community, a group whose goals are “promoting 
reconciliation and peace-building through the healing of social, religious and political 
divisions in Northern Ireland and beyond.”  All these elements fit together for Colleen, 
but obviously one person can do only so much!  

Of course, Carol White and the members of the group in Dublin greeted this news with 
congratulations at her finally finding a job for which she has prepared long and well, but 
also had to sigh at their own loss of her youth and energy and ideas.  When I, over here 
3000 miles away, heard the story, I thought of something that we talked about a good 
deal at the International Council (IC) and Network Meeting in the Netherlands in 
October-November.  That is, the need for the Grail, already an international organization 
with web-like opportunities to connect across the world through our various goals and 
our mission, to consciously work together with other groups who have similar goals and 
missions.  

This approach is, of course, not new in the Grail.  But Ian Linden, who spoke to us at 
the IC on “A New Map of the World,” exhorted us to make more and more connections 
— with groups who are ecumenical, pluralistic, or secular — in our work to transform the 
world.  And further, to publicize this work in Grail communications and in other 
communications media as well.  

Want to read the part of the IC Report on his meeting with us in the Netherlands? 
Here’s what to do: 

Go to the Grail website and click on the Members section, using the password 
mentioned every Friday in our National News — and then possibly wait a moment 
before giving up — sometimes the cyber-wheels grind slowly before it gets you in. 

Find the report “International Council and Network Meeting 2008” and click on that. 

In the table of contents you’ll find “Presentation by Ian Linden” and there you have it. 

We have heard about how the Grail has cooperated with ecological and justice groups 
working to clean up the San Francisco River in Brazil as an example of this, and there 
are many many others.  But Ian’s point was to go further in this direction, especially 
given the new possibilities in communication technology now at our disposal.  So, I have 
thought to tell you about Colleen from the fledgling Grail group in Dublin, who now gives 
us an opportunity to learn about Corrymeela. (Google will tell you more about it.)  

continued next page 
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We’ll have to stay tuned to hear what may come of this little web that has formed 
between the Dublin women and a community in Belfast.  But sometimes the small 
stories inspire us to act, and to publicize what we are doing, so others will be inspired. 

P.S.: Deirdre Cornell wrote in the IC report that Ian Linden “is a British academic who 
worked for many years as Director of the Catholic Institute for International Research 
(CIIR).  Ian has also lived and worked in African countries.  Currently he works for Tony 
Blair’s Faith Foundation which is promoting the Millennium Development Goals.”  (See 
cover of Crossroads, January 2009, to learn about these goals.) 
 
 

 
 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE GRAIL AROUND THE WORLD 
~ Marian Ronan ~ 

 
By now, almost everybody grasps that we are in the midst of a financial downturn worse 
than any we have known since the 1930s.  And of course, this downturn has 
implications for each of us individually as well as for the Grail.  Last month, in Gumbo, 
Cherie Holman asked whether it even makes sense for the U.S. Grail to proceed with 
our “new scenario.”  She then laid out a careful plan for proceeding nonetheless.  

Upon reading that article, many of us heaved a sigh of relief.  But actually, Cherie 
addressed only one part of the Grail—the U.S. part.  There’s also the Grail in the rest of 
the world, and especially, the nine Grail countries in the global South.   

The Grail international leadership has devised a means for national Grail groupings like 
ours to support the Grail around the world—an “International Solidarity Fund” (ISF).  
This year, U.S. Grail members are invited, on their annual member giving form, to 
designate a second contribution to go into the ISF, along with their contribution to the 
U.S. Grail.  

Like Cherie, we may be tempted to ask: is such a step—in this case, the ISF—a good 
idea during a financial downturn?  But what better time could there be to make 
resources available to our Grail sisters around the world than today, when, no matter 
how bad things are for us, they are even worse elsewhere, especially in the global 
South? 

Another problem may be that some will find it unappealing to contribute to a fund for 
projects not specified in advance.  We prefer to choose.  But isn’t part of the reason for 
belonging to an international movement of women precisely being in ongoing solidarity 
with one another around the world, not just to support projects that appeal to us?  
Maybe a gift or pledge to the ISF is precisely the sort of action that we, as Americans, 
ought to undertake in this hard time. 
 
Marian Ronan is a Grail member in Brooklyn, NY.  
 

Ireland, continued 
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2008 GRAIL MEMBER GIVING 
 

Note: Based on preliminary year-end figures 
 

TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH DECEMBER 31: $108,629.28 
Amount budgeted for Member Giving in 2008:  $125,100 
Member giving total in 2007* $128,189 

*excluding loan forgiveness and in-kind donations 

2008 total includes the following: 
National Operations = $ 57,835.39 
Grailville = 24,883.89 
Cornwall = 18,990.00 
Other = 2,000.00 
 
+ Special Projects Giving 
E Africa / Tanzania $ 3,200.00 
GA Solidarity 770.00 
Hurricane Relief 625.00 
Adopt-a-Grandmother 275.00 
WIST  50.00 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING  
All member categories:      141 of 239 (59%) 
Active & Wider members:  114 of 182 (63%) 

 
2008 BEQUESTS – TOTAL:   $99,403.87 

 

The Grail in the U.S. = $ 27,756.67 ** 
Grailville = 29,125.00 
Cornwall = 39,562.50 
International Grail = 2,959.70 
 
IN GRATITUDE TO:  
MSGR GEORGE FOGARTY 
GABRIELLE MINER 

GERTRUDE MORRIS 
CLAIRE RANDALL 

 
** Figure represents total bequest, before application of the Grail’s Asset Policy 

 
 
  

2009 MEMBER GIVING 
Thanks to all who have already sent in their 2009 Member Giving forms! 
Information provided on member giving forms enables us to project cash flow, and 
will assist in the development of new member giving strategies for the coming year. 
We are asking that all members please return the Member Giving form to the 
National Office by Friday, April 10, 2009.  Thank you! 

% OF MEMBERS 
GIVING 
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The following article, written by Grail member Monica Maher, appeared in the 2008-02 
UFER newsletter.  For more information on UFER [International Movement for Fraternal 
Union among Races and Peoples] see: www.ufer-international.org.  

 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE IN CALI, COLUMBIA 
~ Monica Maher ~ 

 
In June 2008, I had the wonderful opportunity to spend a week in Colombia at the invitation 
of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana of Cali.  In addition to academic exchanges with the 
theological faculty of this Jesuit University, I was very grateful to have a chance to get to 
know the work of the Fundación Paz y Bien, run by Franciscan Sister Alba Stella Barreto 
Caro.  Located in the Aguablanca District, one of the poorest and most violent barrios of the 
city, the work of Foundation for Peace and Well-being is incredibly inspiring.  I am indebted 
to Political Science Professor Diana Britto Ruiz of Bogotá for having introduced me to Alba 
Stella and the work of her foundation.  

An innovative project  
Sister Alba Stella, herself Colombian, has been living in Aguablanca for over 20 years, 
training many leaders in a variety of community development projects, economic and social.  
Most recently, she began a “Restorative Justice” project, after educating herself in this 
peacemaking model through first hand study in Northern Ireland.  This is a model which 
works with victims, victimizers and the whole community.  Rather than traditional justice 
models which seek solely to punish the victimizer, this approach focuses on restoration to 
the victim, rehabilitation of the victimizer and social repair of the community.  The 
Foundation now runs a two-year program for young men who want to leave behind gangs 
and violence.  The program is based on a process of local mentoring by “consejeras,” 
women who are trained in direct non-violent interventions in violent situations.  The program 
has created neighborhood centers every few blocks in the barrio where young and old can 
go to rest, receive instruction and interact in safe spaces off the streets.  

Gang members who choose to go through the two-year training program often graduate into 
a new peaceful and productive way of life beyond violence.  I was so moved by the young 
men who spoke about their experiences of their personal/social transformation during my 
visit.  I was fortunate to coincide with the visit of funders from the regional office of the 
World Bank who were interested to learn about successful community models for peace 
and security in zones of conflict and post-conflict, like Colombia; they asked the young men 
what had made the most difference in their decisions to leave the gangs.  Ex-gang 
members responded that the key factor catalyzing their change had been the presence in 
their lives of someone who believed in them when they did not believe in themselves.  No 
matter how many times they fell, the mentor was there supporting them to move forward, 
encouraging them a better future was possible.  

One young man after graduating from the two-year program was mistaken as someone still 
belonging to the gang and shot right outside one of the centers.  He is now paralyzed.  
Sister Alba Stella has found him a wheel chair so can be mobile.  How unfair it seems that 
he was the target of violence, mistaken as the person he once was, violent and aggressive, 
after he had embraced a life of peace and service.  Despite this tragedy, he shows no signs 
of self-pity but displays a very positive and joyful spirit.  

continued next page 
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A success-story  
Community trust in Alba Stella in the neighborhood is overwhelming.  Once, when the police 
came to pick up some young men who were hanging out in the streets outside her house, 
Alba Stella protested on the grounds that they were not doing anything wrong.  The police 
clarified that they themselves were only doing their job to round up those who posed danger 
to civil society and that she was thus interfering with public security.  She insisted that the 
young men were not a danger to the community, that it was unfair to round them up and 
take them into jail.  The police told her if she did not get out of the way, they would arrest 
her for obstructing justice.  She held her ground.  So, the police placed her in the truck with 
the young men being arrested.  Word swept swiftly through the streets, “They have Sister in 
the truck.  The police are taking Sister away…”  Soon, folks from the neighborhood were 
surrounding the police truck refusing to let the vehicle leave until they set Sister free.  The 
police, unable to budge, responded to the people’s plea and released everyone.  This is a 
wonderful example of spontaneous non-violent action for justice, a success story based on 
years of dedication by one woman who has trained many others, all of whom work day and 
night to keep their community safe.  

The process of restoration  
For me personally and professionally, it was incredibly inspiring to get to know Alba Stella, 
the consejeras, the ex-gang members and the community’s vibrant commitment.  After 
years of working on violence against women in Latin America, particularly feminicide, it was 
deeply hopeful to listen to the process of human/social restoration through the voices of 
former perpetrators of violence.  It was very clear how much they too are victims of a violent 
system, caught in a cycle of destruction which harms all.  My heart went out to the young 
men in the program struggling to overcome their conditioning to respond to everyday 
conflicts with violence.  Reportedly, even 8 year olds might resort to using guns to settle 
even the most minor problem, like a dispute over a candy bar.  

The women who work as consejeras (counselors/mentors) are incredible, filled with energy, 
strength and faith.  Sister Alba Stella’s other Franciscan sisters have left the barrio.  Yet she 
has an amazing community of sister workers in the consejeras.  I facilitated two workshops 
for these women before I left.  They sang and danced freely in the church around the altar.  
They were so full of life and joy, happiness and hope.  In one workshop, we discussed the 
nature of freedom and truth.  Sister Alba Stella drew a picture of an open roof where 
butterflies emerge, a symbol of courage, change, transformation, indeed the official symbol 
of the foundation.  

Where is freedom?  How does it happen?  It happens through and in ordinary folks with 
extraordinary courage and hope.  In their process of restorative justice, the women are 
seeking the truth, creating the conditions to allow truth-telling to emerge from victims, 
victimizers and whole community toward personal and social healing.  The spirit of life is 
blowing strongly through the community of Aguablanca, setting many free.  This is a spirit of 
renewal and peace, of trust in humanity and in the present, a present where all can live 
together in harmony building a new future filled with justice and joy.  
 

Monica Maher, a member of the UFER Committee, is the Horace De Y. Lentz Memorial 
Lecturer at Harvard Divinity School for 2008-09.  Among her courses is “Borders and Bodies: 
Trans/feminista Theologizing,” which focuses on Latina/Latin American women’s theological 
voices and ethical praxis in response to the transnational issues of gender violence, economic 
globalization and im/migration.  Dr. Maher holds a Ph.D. in Social Ethics from Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City, and M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School.  She has worked with 
women’s groups in Latin America for over 20 years.  Monica joined the Grail in 2005. 
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