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MEMBERSHIP DISCERNMENT PROCESS 
~ Carol Siermering ~ 

 
Well congratulations all, we have a list! It was quite a process. I think just asking people 
to ponder and discern what level of participation was a challenge that had not been 
issued for a long while.  
After the first call for discernment, there were 92 people from whom we had no 
response. As we contacted these people we found at least seven who sent in cards but 
whose cards were never received. We’re not sure what happened, and certainly hope 
that won’t happen again! We called on some determined helpers to contact these folks 
by phone or by email. I myself had the happy opportunity to contact around thirty. And I 
say happy because I had many moving conversations with people. Some who didn’t 
feel they merited the designation ‘active’ because their capacity to give as they had in 
the past was diminished. Some needed to hear the wide span that “active” covered. 
Basically I encouraged people to participate to the extent they were willing and able but 
most importantly as members choosing “active” and therefore voting responsibilities 
and privileges to carefully read communications sent out. Others were assured that 
Member of the Wider Grail Community offered them a connectedness with the Grail; 
still receiving communications, still a part of the larger membership. Some did not 
respond despite efforts to contact them. 
In the end our list looks as follows: there were 165 members who chose Active, 36 
members who chose Member of the Wider Grail Community, 11 members who chose 
Elder/Emerita with voting privileges and responsibilities and 34 who chose 
Elder/Emerita without. So we have 176 voting members and 254 members in all! 
Special, special thanks to those who assisted in calling; Judith Blackburn, Mary Clifford, 
Ceci Figueora, Una Mae Hargrave, Bonnie Hendricks, Debra Lambo, Lyllis Ling, Mary 
Kay Louchart, Fran McLaughlin, Jada Semidey and Duanne Welsch. 

 

IC ELECTION UNDERWAY: DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! 
 

If you discerned yourself as a Grail member with voting responsibility and privileges, 
you were sent candidate statements and a ballot to vote for the next U.S. 
International Council Representative. Your vote needs to be received in the 
National office by March 15. Vote by: 

Postal mail: address envelope “IC Elections” and send to the National Office 
Email: subject line “IC Election” to nlt@grail-us.org  

 
CANDIDATES: MARIAN APRIL GOERING, MARY HUGHES, ANITA PHILLIPS, MARIAN SCHWAB 
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YOUNG WOMEN OF THE AMERICAS SUMMIT 
~ Sharon Joslyn ~ 

 

CORNWALL-ON HUDSON GRAIL CENTER 
JANUARY 27-29, 2006 

 
Seventeen diverse and dynamic women participated in the Young Women of the 
Americas gathering creating a ‘Now Generation’ looking at young women’s issues 
and their relation to Global concerns.  The ages ranged from high school (9 women) 
to the 20’s/30’s age bracket (8 women) - with one two year old child present who 
charmed everyone!  Most came from the New York area.  We had one woman from 
Baltimore, MD and one from Grand Ledge, MI. 
 
The Planning Team was made up of Heather Blackburn, Angelica Contreras, Peg 
Linnehan, Mary Kay Louchart, Leslie MacKrell, Sharon Joslyn, Grisel Velez and 
Jenna Messier, who joined in with us for the final planning session and the program.  
The resource persons were two New York area Grail members. Carol Barton 
facilitated a popular economics dynamic called “Conjunctural Analysis” which had the 
group looking at events, trends, obstacles and our own relationship to them over the 
period of 2001 through 2006.  Monica Maher facilitated the systematization of the 
many strands of ideas. 
 
Emily Thomas and Felicia Ramos (mother of one of the teens) prepared some 
delicious meals for us.  All in all, we rejoiced in a “beginning” of networking with 
Young Women of the Americas.  We hope that we will grow.  For a full report contact 
Angelica Contreras:  angelic79_99@yahoo.com  
 
Following are two of the women’s comments about the program. 

 
 
FROM TSHIJUKA KALALA 

(21 years old, The Bronx) 
 
When I came I came alone and met 
women of diversity, 
women who were looking,  
women in search of “me”… 
Intentional, proud and strong 
Open minded, eager to find truth 
Unafraid of being wrong 
Committed to our issues and in raising 

women up 
Inspiring and able to carry the world in hands 

cupped. 
Differing in culture 
Differing in maturity 
Similar in our drive and in our mission’s purity 
A world or society in which women and men 

have equal access to all they wish to gain.  

FROM CHRISTINA ADORNO 
(15 years old, Brooklyn) 

 
When I first agreed to go on the retreat I was a little 
skeptical about it.  Not saying that I did not like the 
country, but the fact that I was going to be in a 
house with many women that I did not know and 
not with my parents made me feel uneasy.  
However, when all the ladies came and I got to 
know them I started feeling a lot better--many were 
either from Spanish speaking countries or the 
Caribbean.  My heritage is from these types of 
countries--I am from Antigua and Puerto Rico. 
When I told my friends what we were going to do, 
they thought it was an undercover rally, but it 
wasn’t. It was just a group of women who wanted 
to talk about the issues that are going on these 
days in the world, about women’s suffering and 
political views.  These women knew these issues 
needed to be addressed and they did an amazing 
job in doing so.  All I know is when there is another 
retreat like this I will be the first one to sign up. 
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POPULARIZING KNOWLEDGE WORKSHOP IN KLEINMOND, S AFRICA 
~ Maureen Tate ~ 

 
For two weeks in January, I had the unexpected pleasure and privilege to participate in 

the Popularizing Knowledge to Transform Communities Workshop that was held at the Grail 
Center in Kleinmond, South Africa.  The Board of our Women’s Institute for Social 
Transformation (WIST) had agreed that we should take advantage of this great opportunity to 
send two U.S. Grail members who had some experience in popular education and who would 
be able to apply the experience of the training to the future development of WIST.  Because 
of work responsibilities, Claudia Gras was not able to attend and I was her replacement.  
Bonnie Hendricks was also scheduled to go and, due to delays in the processing of her 
passport application, she was unable to leave the country.  This was a great disappointment, 
not only for Bonnie but also for the program as Bonnie would have added much to the 
training experience.  So off I went! 

The workshop aimed to bring together economists, environmentalists, gender specialists, 
theologians, and development and organizational development practitioners from Africa, Asia 
and the Americas to explore significant areas of knowledge needed for sustainable 
development in their respective fields.  It was an opportunity to work with the principles of 
Paulo Freire’s methodology as it applies to our work for change.  The two week process 
modeled participatory adult education methodologies throughout.  It provided time and space 
to experiment with new techniques and to think critically about how our respective 
organizations and efforts might utilize popular education methodologies more intentionally to 
promote sustainable development and to energize efforts for lasting social transformation. 

I was the only U.S. participant and this was a meaningful opportunity to experience and 
reflect on perceptions of our culture from those who feel so impacted by U.S. foreign and 
economic policy.  There were three Canadian participants:  Samia Saad, a Grail member and 
coordinator of the International Grail Women of the Americas Network and a couple who 
have been living in a rural village of South Africa and have developed a comprehensive AIDS 
project there. Other than two participants from Bangalore, India, all others were from the 
following African countries:  Eritrea, Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Benin, 
Burundi, Nigeria, Swaziland, and South Africa.   In addition to Samia and myself there was 
one other Grail member participant, Gertrude Fester from South Africa. Many U.S. Grail  

members met Gertrude in connection 
with her work at the Women’s Global 
Leadership Program at Rutgers 
University and her participation in the 
UN Conference on Racism. 

continued next page

The facilitation team was wonderful.  
In addition to Sally Timmel and Anne 
Hope, there were three men and four 
Grail members, including Carol Webb 
and Thelma Awori who many of you 
know.  Thelma is now developing an 
Institute for Social Transformation in 
Uganda but joined the U.S. Grail during 
her time in New York working for the 
United Nations.  I must admit that I was 
quite proud to be associated with the 
Grail in the context of this training. 
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 Popularizing, continued
It was the Grail doing what it does best and it was a personal high point to participate in the 
great work that Anne and Sally have been doing through the Training for Transformation 
program.  

Sometimes, I was struck that it is indeed a very small world and that the international 
dimension of the Grail is very tangible and special.  I had already met Gertrude Fester at the 
Philadelphia Grail Center when she returned from the Racism Conference, participated in our 
U.S. SAG program with Carol Webb, met Samia Saad at the International Grail Network 
Forum and had also visited the village and home of Chris and Jim, the Canadian couple, 
when I visited with Marilyn Aitken that summer.  There were other wonderful points of 
connection with other participants that also surprised me since I consider myself to be a very 
rooted Philly girl.  I know that this is possible in my life because of the Grail.  I do and will 
continue to cherish this gift.  

Part of the learning process involved working together to “popularize” particular themes or 
concerns that we were encountering in our work.  We worked in small teams to design one 
hour modules incorporating popular education methodologies.  My particular group focused 
on the theme of “Unity in Diversity for Transformation,” involving participants in a process of 
exploring the interconnectedness of creation in the midst of three competing worldviews.  We 
were challenged to develop a problem-posing demonstration and participatory process for 
analysis and reflection that aimed to identify and examine the root causes of intolerance to 
difference that result in conflict.  Each group benefited by the critique of the whole as we 
worked together in our own action/reflection process, experimenting with new participatory 
adult education methodologies. 

There was much that I have yet to absorb from the experience.  In addition to observing 
and learning new training techniques, I feel much more grounded in popular education 
methodology and convinced of its potential to tap the energy and creativity of communities to 
work for change on their own terms.  I certainly hope to bring the experience to my work with 
our Women’s Institute for Social Transformation at Cornwall.  It is also integral to my work in 
my Philadelphia community where I am involved in community change efforts.  I am grateful 
for this learning opportunity and look forward to continuing this work in the Grail. 

 

Standing: Jacky Mbeti, Grail, S Africa 
Sitting: Cecelia Ncube, Zimbabwe 

Patience Awapegda, Nigeria 
 

Carol Webb in the background 
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UPDATE FROM GRAILVILLE 
~ Joy France and Beth Barr ~ 

 
Grailville has been blessed by a gentle 

winter this year – we have enjoyed glorious 
days of sun and warmth partnered with the 
quiet and restfulness that winter always brings.  
This wonderful combination has fed our souls 
and reflects our bright hopes for the future. 

Many thanks to the 25 of you who sent us 
cards expressing your ideas, hopes and 
support.  Keep them coming!  We are 
beginning a semi-formal review of the 
responses people gave to the questions we 
asked about Grailville and will report the results 
next month.  At first glance, though, we notice 
how many people (9 at last count) mention the 
earth, ecology, the environment and/or 
Ecovillage in their response; who say, in one 
way or another, “Grailville is about caring for 
mother earth.” 

So it is with this in our hearts that we move 
forward with the Advisory Committee and the 
Spiritual Center for Sustainable Living and 
Learning.  As we began the work of creating an 
Advisory Committee, it became clear to us that 
simply asking for and reviewing proposals for 
‘alternate uses’ of Grailville was not the first 
step on this road to a vibrant future for 
Grailville.  Instead, the Advisory Committee is 
being charged with developing and 
recommending a comprehensive plan for 
Grailville that is grounded in Grail values and 
arrived at through an effective, participatory 
process that engages both Grail members and 
members of our local and regional 
communities.  Soliciting and reviewing 
proposals will probably be a piece of this, 
further down the road, but there is other work 
to do first.  You will be hearing more about how 
you can participate as we proceed! 

We have asked for and received Council’s 
(unanimous) approval of four Advisory 
Committee members and we are hot on the 
trail of the remaining three people we need for 
a committee of seven.  Please join us in 
welcoming Clark Buck, Loretta Rokey, 
Elizabeth Robinson and Beth Murphy to the 
Committee.  Many of you know Loretta and 
Elizabeth as Grail members.  Loretta is also 

the city manager of a nearby town and brings 
her experience in government and planning.  
Elizabeth brings experience in small business 
operations and project management, as well.  
Clark and Beth are both strong local supporters 
of Grailville.  Clark is the Pastoral Associate for 
Administration at St. Columban Catholic Parish 
and School (behind Grailville) and brings 
strong business, finance and non-profit 
governance experience.  Beth is self-employed 
as an artist, website designer and co-owner of 
a family business in residential construction 
and renovation.  She has been active in local 
land use planning issues.  All four committee 
members submitted their credentials and were 
interviewed by Grailvillle Leadership before 
having their materials submitted to and 
reviewed by Council.  We are grateful to have 
such a skilled and committed group join us in 
this work! 

The Spiritual Center for Sustainable Living 
and Learning continues to be explored and 
developed.  Eight local Grail members (Fran 
Martin, Elizabeth Robinson, Terry Marshall, 
Mary Schickel, Ruth Gallant, Becky Hill, Jean 
Wilson, and Joy France) have been meeting 
regularly to clarify the Center’s mission and 
focus.  This group was originally formed with 
the specific intent to develop the Spirituality 
Programming at Grailville and has now 
seriously taken on the work of developing the 
Center as a whole, in cooperation with a group 
forming to work on Sustainability activities and 
programming.  Future meetings will focus on 
organizational structure, physical needs, 
financial plan, staffing plan, and programming.  
We are excited at the prospect of having the 
expertise of the Advisory Committee to help 
strengthen the viability of the Center.  We have 
a widening circle of Grail Members who are 
receiving minutes from the meetings.  If you 
are interested in receiving the minutes please 
contact Joy France.  And, as always, please 
feel free to contact either Joy or Beth with 
comments, questions, concerns, ideas, etc. at 
Grailville (513) 683-2340 or by email:  

Joy: jf.grailville@fuse.net  
Beth: bb.grailville@fuse.net  
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REPORT ON ECOVILLAGE 
~ Meg Bruck ~ 

 
Ecovillage has made it official: they have 

submitted a request to buy about 17 acres of land 
from Grailville. What parcel of land will they buy? 
How much will they pay for it? Exactly what will 
Ecovillage do with the land? Ecovillage has opened 
this conversation with the Grail with some ideas; now 
the Grail has some research to do, and the Grail and 
Ecovillage will begin in depth discussions to answer 
these questions. 

The Grailville Leadership Team and the Grail 
National Council are enthusiastically recommending 
that the Grailville Advisory Committee begin this 
work with Ecovillage to reach an agreement, taking 
into consideration what will be mutually beneficial to 
both Grailville and Ecovillage. 

We will keep you posted. And when the Advisory 
Committee is ready to ask us for our opinion about 
its recommendation, we will have the opportunity to 
provide feedback and, ultimately, vote. 

In the meantime, if you have general 
questions, comments, or concerns about 
selling land at Grailville to Ecovillage, send 
them to Meg (Grailville / Council liaison) at 
mbruck@eisteam.com. I will also forward 
your thoughts to the Advisory Committee 
for their consideration. Or if you would like 
to have general discussion about issues 
raised by this proposed sale, post your 
thoughts on the listserv (put "Ecovillage" in 
the subject line). 

We are not publishing the initial 
Ecovillage request in Gumbo or on the 
listserv, as it was not written for public 
consumption and is by no means ‘ready’ for 
individual Grail member response. It is a 
discussion starter among the people who 
will be doing the research and negotiations.  
We are looking forward to hearing from you!  

 
 

The listserv address for conversation: ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org   
 
 
 

MORE ABOUT ECOVILLAGE 
The signers of this initial request represented only some of the Ecovillage group, 

and included 6 Grail members and 9 Grailville friends and neighbors. 
The Ecovillage Vision and Mission statements: 

 
ECOVILLAGE VISION STATEMENT 

The Grailville Ecovillage founding members commit ourselves to create a 
diverse community of people who have a passion for an Earth-harmonious, 
sustainable, socially equitable way of life. 

We seek to live the values of Grailville, which are: ecological sustainability, 
spirituality, full empowerment of women, and social justice. 

We will embody a sense of life’s sacredness in all our actions and gatherings.  
 

{WORKING} MISSION STATEMENT 
In seeking an ecologically harmonious village, we value the permaculture 

design methodology. Our design will include energy efficiency, a 
pedestrian orientation, organic gardening, and preservation of surrounding 
agricultural and wild lands. 

Our buildings will include community spaces, and will use local materials and 
sustainable water, waste and energy systems. The village will embrace the 
present Grailville community-supported agriculture program as well as 
other educational and income producing possibilities. 

We will strive for a consensus decision-making process whenever possible, 
with modifications in exceptional circumstances. 
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REPORT OF NUCLEUS MEETING FEBRUARY 6-10, 2006 
~ Mary Gindhart ~ 

 
On October 26, 2005, U.S. Grail nucleus members meeting at Grailville before the General 
Assembly said, “We need more time to be together, to share what is deep in our hearts.  
Once a year, a day or less, is not enough.”  Eva Fleischner, Elise Gorges and Audrey 
Sorrento said they would help a nucleus meeting to happen in California February 6-10, 
2006.  We gathered at St. Lucy Benedictine Priory in Glendora, CA.  February 6 was for 
arrivals; February 7, 8, and 9 was the meeting; February 10 was for departures. 
 

Eighteen nucleus members were present:  Cay Charles, Ruth Chisholm, Eva Fleischner, 
Mary Gindhart, Elise Gorges, Carolyn Gratton, Martha Heidkamp, Sharon Joslyn, Janet 
Kalven, Peg Linnehan, Mary Kay Louchart, Frances Martin, Anne Mercier, Dorothy 
Rasenberger, Lenie Schaareman, Debora Schak, Audrey Sorrento and Francine Wickes.  
Mary Hughes also attended. 
 

February 7, 2006 
Our initial questions were: What has the nucleus evolved 
into? What could be offered to women now? What has 
emerged from our history and experience that could give 
some women an option to choose in the future? 

In our first session, persons identified moments or 
incidents that made them realize that the nucleus had 
changed: some of the Grail Centers closed; people had to 
take jobs, get their own cars, find housing, get 
professional qualifications; community of goods was not 
being lived any longer; a number of women left the 
nucleus; leadership responsibilities were taken by people 
not in the nucleus; and new theologies, philosophies and 
psychologies were studied and used. 

People also spoke of some things external to the Grail 
that brought about changes in the nucleus: the decree on 
religious liberty of the Second Vatican Council, which said 
the person’s conscience had the final say in her decision 
making, affected practices of obedience and poverty; 
women began to have more choices; the civil rights 
movement and the anti-war movement brought more 
focus on social justice to the Grail; permanent 
commitment was questioned; realizing that the nature of 
the Church was flawed, many people left the Church; and 
work of the Spirit in the world was recognized more fully. 

Janet Kalven, who had been a leader of the 
“aggiornamento,” or renewal, of the Grail in the 1960s 
said: In the original concept of the Grail, the nucleus was 
to carry the spirit and fulfill functional roles. The hard work 
of the 1960s was to remove that burden from the nucleus 
and to have the whole movement carry the spirit and 
share the responsibilities. 

February 8, 2006 
The question was: What is the 
meaning of the nucleus in my life 
now? 

Each person talked about her 
focus; these included: commitment 
to Christ, spiritual search, alignment 
with God and others, continuous 
turning toward Christ, partnering 
God, doing what the Gospel calls 
for, pursuing burning issues of God 
and self-knowledge, relating to 
others. 

People spoke about how their 
lives are shaped in an on-going way 
by: freedom in relation to other 
people; solitude and space for 
solitude; having a lifetime 
commitment in the Grail and feeling 
responsible for the Grail somehow; 
having a certain simplicity and life of 
prayer; being bonded with nucleus 
members and Grail members 
around the world; searching broadly 
and deeply; seeing the Grail as a 
communion of saints, all are equal 
and varied; being part of an 
international community in which we 
recognize each other immediately, 
connected to the Eucharist and the 
Paschal Mystery. 
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Nucleus, continued 

February 9, 2006 
The question was:  Why and how do we want the nucleus to continue? 

Why we want the nucleus to continue…. 
We want the nucleus to continue because it: is fruitful for us and the Grail; calls 
celibate women to contemplation and action; gives direction to our lives; calls 
forth our energy with and for the Grail; is a support and challenge group; fosters 
bonds with women in the nucleus of the Grail in different cultures. 

How we want the nucleus to continue… 
We want the nucleus to continue by: thinking world-wide of what it means at this 
time in history; being sensitive to the Grail’s developing reality; looking more 
broadly at formation to enable women to explore the depths of the religious 
dimension of life; taking risks; contributing effectively in the Grail and in the world.

 
 
 
 
 

MARTHA HEIDKAMP shared the following from the NUCLEUS MEETING. 
 
 

Wednesday evening we came together in remembrance of the seven USA Grail sisters 
who have died in the past year (March 2005 – Feb 2006). We listened to CD of the 
November 20, 2005 Ann Arbor Grail Singers’ concert: SONGS OF COMFORT, SONGS OF JOY 
(Lynn had already chosen the music for this concert, and it was sung in memory of her), 

and we sang our own Litany of the Saints using the traditional chant melody: 
 

Mary Imelda Buckley  praising God forever 
Lynn Malley   singing with the angels 
Sheila Goldstein  living eternal Sabbath 
Jeanne Costanza  walking in the Light 
Anne Metzler   rejoicing in God’s Love 
Mary Alice Duddy  feasting with Lazarus 
Pamela Cole   one with the Creator 

 

And we ended with In Paradisum (May the angels lead you into Paradise). 
 
 
 
 A DEFINITION 

 
“Diversity is the full utilization of all human resources. 
It is understanding and valuing differences while mobilizing 
similarities effectively to achieve a common objective or goal.” 

 
~ Edwin Nichols, Ph.D. 

 

shared at the nucleus meeting 
by Sharon Joslyn 
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INTRODUCING MARGARET BISEL (ANGELA MILLER) 
 

MARGARET WRITES:  
 

I came to Grailville in the summer of 1948 right 
after High School and subsequently spent the next 
12 years living and working in the National Grail; 
mostly at Grailville or Super Flumina (a nearby 
Center where members could go for a deeper 
spiritual development and/or relaxation).  My 
principle efforts involved the Music Program though 
I also worked in the Agricultural and Landscaping 
sectors.  About 1951 I was accepted into the 
Nucleus of the Grail. 

In 1960, after about 18 months of inner struggle, 
a lot of prayer, and what I later recognized as a 
kind of mental collapse, I came to the sense that 
that it would be better and more fulfilling for me to 
leave the Nucleus, marry and have a family.  I 
received from both Rachel Donders (then 
International President) and Lydwine van 
Kersbergen (then National President) release from 
my Oath of Obedience, Celibacy, and Poverty.  At 
that time I was only the second USA Nucleus 
member to revoke my Oath and it was an 
extremely difficult shock for those who learned 
about it.  So I made the decision to avoid Grail 
members and activities.  Fortunately, however, I 
did have occasional correspondence with Jeane 
Plante, Eleanor Walker, Lynn Malley, and Fern 
Logan Hutzel as well as some visits. 

In 1961 I married and bore a son, Moses 
David, in 1964.  That marriage collapsed into 
divorce.  In 1968 I married Melvin Bisel and in 
October we will have been married 38 years. 

My dear, dear friend Lynn, sometime 
around the ‘70’s persuaded me to make a 
visit to Grailville and from then on, 
encouraged by old Grail friends, I have had 
regular connections either directly or through 
Gumbo, other mailings, and publications of 
the National and International Grail.  My re-
connections have been a source of real 
happiness for me.  (My Soul and Spirit have 
been “imprinted” with the Grail vision and 
values for our universe.)  I had desperately 
missed being “connected.” 

While attending Lynn’s Memorial at 
Grailville and the 2005 GA, I was encouraged 
to officially rejoin the Grail which was what I 
wanted and…I was ACCEPTED.  (HAPPY, 
HAPPY DAY!)  On January 22, 2006 with the 
loving and gracious help of Mary Clifford, 
Cathy East, and my son, Moses (I am no 
longer able to drive), I ATTENDED MY 
FIRST MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 
MICHIGAN GRAIL.  IT WAS WONDERFUL! 

 

Margaret (“Angela”) Bisel ~ P.O. Box 284 Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 ~ (517) 541-1684 

 
PICTURES FROM THE 2005 GA 

 
 

GA Planning Team, L to R: 
 

Jean Wilson 
Jada Semidey 

Cherie Holman 
Elizabeth McGivney 

Mary Gene Devlin 
Laura Kaplan 
Claudia Gras 
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