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Gumbo 
~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

March 2008 
 

 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2008: JUNE 23-29 

 

SCENARIO PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF THE GRAIL 
 

~ National Leadership Team ~ 
for the Council 

 
We thank you for your participation in the first wave of thinking about the future of the 
U.S. Grail.  Thank you for taking the time NOW to participate and not letting this 
opportunity to influence the future of the Grail pass you by.  Thank you for investing the 
time to consider all of the implications of possible scenarios.  We know this is HARD 
WORK.  It is also especially HEART WORK. 
Our process will be continuing through to the General Assembly so you will have lots of 
other opportunities to give input that will shape the scenarios that will finally be 
considered.  Currently we are gathering, sorting and analyzing the responses that have 
come in regarding our starter scenarios.  We will bring a second preparation packet to 
you on March 14 that reflects your input and suggestions.  Again there will be work to 
do.  There is another way to participate as we come together in a Town Hall conference 
call on April 1 before the next round of responses are due.  And as you schedule your 
local and regional meetings you will have further opportunities to think together.  Please 
let the National Office know your meeting dates so we can keep everyone informed. 
Speaking of the GA – will you be with us as we chart our course for the future?  
The Grail needs your voice, your heart, your energy as we come together to determine 
the next leg of the journey that we will travel together.  Come!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   THE PREP PROCESS TIMELINE 
 

MARCH 14 GA Prep Packet II to U.S. members 
APRIL 1 Town Hall Conference Call; 7:00 pm EDST 
APRIL 4 Deadline for Responding to GA Prep Packet II 
MAY 16 GA Packets mailed 
MAY 28 Town Hall Conference Call; 7:00 pm EDST 

 THE GA REGISTRATION FORM  
is enclosed. 
Register early and save $25! 

 PROPOSALS  
The focus of this GA will be on planning for 
the Grail’s future.  To best maximize our time 
at the GA, if you are considering bringing a 
proposal before the Assembly, please call 
Marian Schwab or Beth Wasmer. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: ALIDA (LIDA) GALL 
 

In the 1950’s, Lida and her husband Stan moved to 
Crowley, Louisiana from Cincinnati a few years after 
immigrating from the Netherlands to the United States.  
They were the parents of 12 children.  Soon everyone in the 
small town of Crowley knew “the Galls.”  They were an 
outstanding family.  Lida was a member of the Lafayette 
Grail Group, which has been meeting most months for 
almost 43 years.  She was such a joy to be with sharing her 
many interesting experiences, especially those of the WWII 
occupation of her native country by the Nazis.  She was a 
gifted writer and her stories were frequently printed in the 
town newspaper as well as the Diocesan paper.  She would 
often vent her impatience with the Church on various issues.  
However, she remained a faithful Catholic until the end. 
She did not drive and would walk long distances carrying the 
Eucharist weekly to many friends and parishioners.  Lida 
was tall, gangly, and extremely energetic and had a 
wonderful “loping walk” familiar to most of the townspeople 

right up to the time she had to retire to a nursing home.  Her husband and children were her 
greatest treasures and she was noted for her strength even in difficult times.  
We have lost a bright light in our local community and in the Grail. 

 
MY SHADOW 
By Lida Gall 
 

I love my shadow! 

I see her only once or twice a week.  Not 
because of the sun.  In Louisiana the sun 
is always shining.  No, only when I walk 
back home from visiting one of my sick 
friends.  On receives Communion with me 
once a week and the other lives in a 
nursing home. 

My shadow appears slowly and she is 
small at first.  But then it becomes me, 
Lida.  She is young and has a swan-like 
neck.  Her hair is young, still curley and 
not grey-white and I see her color—blond 
with a reddish shine.  Her figure is 
youthful, but not pregnant!  And look how 
she walks!  Still straight as a candle! 

Oh, how I love her! 
Could she be my Spirit? 
Yes, she will go with me when I die!  

May Lida’s sweet soul rest in 
everlasting peace and joy.  She 
was a lovely and loving person 
and will always be remembered, 
and her memory is a cherished 
one.  Love and sympathy to her 
children and to the Louisiana 
Grail family. 

Gert Morris 

Lida Gall was a wonderful person 
and a real role model to me.  She 
was a source of great joy and 
comfort whenever we visited in 
Louisiana... a real mother.  I'm 
sorry that she has left us, but she 
obviously has fulfilled her mission 
on this earth.  I still remember her 
sister Josepha and her beautiful 
motions as Sacristan in Loveland.  
I used to watch her in her most 
reverent gestures when she was 
preparing the altar for mass.   

Priscilla Rivera Mechana 

ALIDA VAN BUITENEN GALL 
January 22, 1923 
 ~ February 1, 2008 
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EN“CHANT”ING WEEKEND BENEFITS GRAILVILLE 
~ Pauletta Hansel ~ 

 
Please come to Grailville on Friday, April 18 at 8 pm for Contemplating God: Images in the 
Liturgy, a benefit concert by the Ann Arbor Grail Singers.  The Ann Arbor Grail Singers’ last 
performance at Grailville was in 2004 while still under Lynn Malley’s leadership.  They are 
donating this 2008 concert as a benefit to Grailville in honor of Lynn’s abiding legacy. 
Limited seating is also available for an after-concert reception featuring the Grailvillage 
Choir, founded by Lynn Malley and directed by Fran Martin since 1995.  Project Support for 
this concert has also been provided by a grant from the Fine Arts Fund. 

A feature of the Michigan musical scene 
since 1995, the Ann Arbor Grail Singers 
are a 16-voice women's choir with an 
outstanding reputation in Gregorian Chant 
and Early Music repertoire.  They have 
been lauded for the beauty of their sound, 
and "their musicality, precision, balance, 
and intonation" (Current Magazine). 
Founded by the Grail’s late Lynn Malley, 
and directed by her until her death, the 
Ann Arbor Grail Singers are now led by 
Deborah Friauff, who holds a Doctorate of 
Musical Arts from the University of 
Michigan.  Dr. Friauff was awarded the 
“Premier Prix d’Orgue, Médaille d’Or” by 
the Conservatoire National de Région, 
Rueil-Malmaison,  
France.  The Ann Arbor Grail Singers have performed in the Detroit Institute of Arts Brunch 
with Bach Series, at the Toledo Art Museum, and at the University of Michigan Museum of 
Art.  Their three CDs are available from the Grailville Store and Webstore. 

Can’t get enough chant?  Singers and lovers of chant are also invited to attend a workshop 
on The Unifying Power of Chant on Saturday April 19, from 10-noon.  Learn about the 
history of chant through listening to examples, singing in the three Gregorian chant 
performance styles, and discussing the evolution of the form through the Middle Ages.  
Then experience the musical element most prevalent in chant, the free-flowing modal 
melody, by creating your own meditative chant using the Dorian mode and your very own 
sacred, “words to live by.”  The workshop will also explore cross-cultural (Native American, 
Shaker, Asian) use of chant singing to unify communities.  The Unifying Power of Chant 
Workshop is led by Roberta Schultz, a singer, performer, teacher and award winning 
songwriter from Wilder, KY.  She performs and tours regionally with the vocal trio, Raison 
D’Etre who have five recordings to their credit.  Roberta has conducted songwriting, music 
elements, and period song style workshops in schools and for teachers.  Her Gregorian 
Chant workshop, developed because of her passion for this music, is included as part of 
Kentucky Educational Television’s “Arts Toolkit for Music.” 

Tickets for the concert plus reception are $30; tickets for the concert only are $15.  Tuition 
for the Unifying Power of Chant Workshop is $30.  Reservations are recommended.  
Contact Grailville to register or for more information: (513) 683-2340 or www.grailville.org. 
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FOR THE LOVE OF GRAILVILLE 
~ Elizabeth Robinson and Beth Murphy ~ 

DONATIONS SOUGHT TO FACILITATE ARTS PROGRAMMING IN THE DINING ROOM 

Our beautiful dining room, full of light and the home of wonderful Grail gatherings and 
programs, is about to be improved! 

Have you ever tried to hang an exhibit in the dining room?  All of us who have lovingly 
undertaken this task know it can be quite a challenge.  We want to make it easier, so it 
can happen more often! 
Beth Murphy and Elizabeth (Lebe) Robinson, both artists, are spearheading the purchase of 
a flexible hanging system which will more practically and easily allow Grailville to facilitate 
dynamic Grail programming that includes and features the arts.  The hanging system would 
also be appropriate for banners or other program-related materials that need to be hung on 
the walls.  Grailville has already experienced success with the first two of four planned 
programming events that include art exhibits this year.  We want to support and enhance 
this work. 

This hanging system is modular and consists of thin white rods that hook over a track on the 
upper edge of the wall.  The rods have removable clips that clamp on the rods and can be 
adjusted for large or multiple small pieces.  The rods can be easily stored when not in use 
and do not damage the walls.  It will make all the walls in the Dining Room and Link very 
usable for exhibitions. 

ALSO, THE DINING ROOM AND LINK TO RECEIVE NEW WHITE PAINT FOR SPRINGTIME! 
A local painter Jeff Byington (found by Beth Murphy) is donating his time and labor to paint 
the dining hall and link in honor of his mother.  Jeff stated his mother has gained much 
happiness through her association with Grailville over the years.  This is a significant 
donation and will really get the project off to a good start.  The paint will be bought by 
Grailville.  Beth and Lebe will donate paint prep time. 

FOR THE LOVE OF GRAILVILLE!   FOR THE LOVE OF GRAIL PROGRAMMING!  

Will You Help Us Meet the Cost of this Exhibit System? 
COST....... $1,100 DONATIONS ALREADY RECEIVED 

Grailville $200.00 
Beth Murphy $100.00 
Lebe Robinson $50.00 

 

We are already more than a third of the way there! 
 

* Checks can be sent to Grailville with a notation “For Dining Room Improvements”. 
Grailville, 932 O'Bannonville Road, Loveland, OH 45140 

 
We could also use volunteer help to install several sections of the track on the upper wall 
edge when it arrives.  Call Beth (513) 677-0504 or Lebe (513) 683-1472 to help. 
 
PROJECTED TIMELINE 
End of March: Painting done  
Mid-April: Hanging system purchased and ready for use 
 
Thank you for your support of this “piece” of a vibrant Grailville. 
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AND PEOPLE ASK, “WHY DO YOU DO THESE THINGS?” 
~ Judy Markle ~ 

 
The above was the only personal comment made by the facilitator of the 2nd of 19 PUBLIC 
HEARINGS at the new welcoming center for the Y-12 Nuclear Complex in Oak Ridge, TN on 
February 26, 2008.  National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) is holding these 
hearings to receive comments on their 4 alternatives for the U.S.'s next nuclear era.  

The facilitator's above response (my title) followed the only comment communicated in a skit 
form made by adults and children from the Oak Ridge peace group.  How am I able to break 
through my denial and resistance to delve into this nuclear madness, which heightens my 
sense that our nation is on a path that is continually upping the possibility of "an accident 
waiting to happen"??  I can do these things largely because of my support network: the Grail + 
a weekly "Cosmos & Spirit" group + Michigan Stop the Bombs Campaign + Detroit Area Peace 
with Justice Network, etc.  Participation in EarthSpirit Rising and Bioneers Conferences is an 
essential component enabling me to be a peace activist.  There is much sharing and cross 
over between these various activities.  For example, viewing Sr. Miriam Therese MacGillis’ 
VHS tapes discovered at EarthSpirit Rising with "Cosmos & Spirit" led to one participant, Carol 
Kerston-Burns, coming to our Grail Retreat and Miriam's recent day long workshop in Monroe, 
Michigan (see photo following Ann Steffy's article in last month's Gumbo). 

The two dates highest on my list are April 10th and June 20-22!!  The first date is the cut-off 
date for receiving comments about the U.S.'s current path to annihilation, known as Complex 
Transformation.  For those of us who have marched and rallied against the nuclear arms race 
and for compliance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) signed by the U.S. in 1970, this is 
a rare opportunity to legally have our comments heard and can be viewed as something 
resulting from all the marching.  NNSA's 4 Alternatives ALL include new nuclear bomb making 
while talking about reducing the current stockpile and costs.  In contrast, the proposal put forth 
by the Oak Ridge Peace Alliance is about compliance with the NPT and no new nuclear 
bombs.  Comments can be made in many ways: 

At the remaining 17 public hearings at other Department of Energy sites 
(see www.complextransformationspeis.com)  

Mail: Theodore Wyka, Complex Transformation SPEIS Document Mgr., 
U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC 20585  

e-mail: complextransformation@nnsa.doe.gov or Fax: (703) 931-9222 

NOTE: COMMENT PERIOD ENDS APRIL 10TH, 2008.  

The second date so high in my priorities is June 20-22!  This is the Grailville weekend with Sr. 
Miriam Therese MacGillis, which includes a solstice celebration at a favorite/ sacred place for 
us as well as a celebration of creation that the above Complex Transformation threatens -- 
Mother Earth!  When Miriam was in Monroe she said, "It’s imperative that the industrial world 
return to pre-industrial agriculture! ... Reclaim our true heritage! ... Restore the farmers' role!"  
Is not Grailville an ideal space for this urgent task?  Miriam's in-depth understanding of 
Thomas Berry and Brian Swimme's messages expressed in her efforts both at Genesis Farm 
in New Jersey and in her world wide teaching is something that I hope many of my Grail 
sisters and friends can experience first hand!  Incentives include the reality that these dates 
immediately precede our Grail General Assembly and Grail scholarship funds are available for 
this weekend with Miriam.  I look forward to celebrating our creation with many of you.  

See the “events” page on the Grailville website for more information and/or to register for the 
June 20-22 retreat or June 21st evening with Sr. Miriam Therese MacGillis: www.grailville.org. 
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NEWS FROM GRAIL SISTERS AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 

  Baidy Mendozo (Philippines)_________ via Teresa Wilson 
The year 2007 “was the 130th birth year of our founder, Father Jacques van Ginnken, SJ.  
Inspired, I asked for manuscripts from Anna Marie Pappot and Mieneke van Sloten from 
the archives in Utrecht.  They promptly and generously responded.  Through three 
typhoons, I read, internalized, deepened, wrote and re-wrote, and I finally came up with 
a small ‘carry me’ book, called Grail Messages.” 
 
NOTE: According to Teresa, the book is available in Baidy’s handwritten art form, 
spontaneous and personal.  Baidy quoted a price of P200 plus mailing charges.  Please 
let Teresa know if you are interested in a copy. 
 

  Marilyn Aitken (South Africa) via Trina Paulus 
Marilyn sent Trina a questionnaire about public understanding of the term sustainable 
development, which Trina promptly completed and returned to her.  This survey, Marilyn 
explained, was part of “a huge work to save the last bit of pristine coastline and a 
unique centre of plant endemism.  It is a totally beautiful piece of the Creator’s work.”  
The last question was challenging:   
Have you done anything in the last year to reduce your “ecological footprint”? 
 

  Anna Pilon (Papua New Guinea) via Theresa Dardar 
Anna is now back living on Manus Island after the long illness that kept her for months 
in the hospital in Port Moresby.  She sent a hand-woven “Manus bag,” two necklaces 
and a belt made of shells and beads that impressed us here in Louisiana with their 
beauty and Anna’s skill in making them.  She also sent a “hallow, happy 2008 to all the 
Grail members in the USA.” 
 

  Jeanette Loanzon (Philippines) via Marian Schwab 
“I was in Cape Town this fall to attend the Think Well Conference of those involved in 
Training for Transformation.  It was so delightful to meet Anne, Sally, Carol, Thelma 
Awori, Marilyn Aitken all at the conference.  I enjoyed whale watching.  I needed the 
time to enjoy the bounty of nature there.” 
 

  Anna-Maria Ahlén (Sweden) via Marian Schwab 
“I have had a good year, working for Kerstin (at Stockholm University) in her research 
project on citizens’ relation to society and social morality – a really interesting topic!”  
The International Spirituality Forum – a “process both painful and enriching,” Anna-
Maria thought, “addressed many difficult and important areas for the spiritual life of the 
movement and created a step in the stair towards a more united Grail.” 
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LIVE FROM THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
 

As Gumbo goes to press, the 52nd Commission on the Status of Women meetings at the 
UN are coming to a close.  Below are pictures from the workshop “Financing for Gender 
Equality: What’s Race, Class and Gender Got to Do with It?”  The Grail and WIST co-
sponsored the workshop with Ecumenical Women 2000+ and United Methodist Women. 

 
 

LEFT: The Grail meets to prepare 
BELOW: small groups in the workshop 
Special Thanks to Maureen Tate, photographer 
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2008 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE U.S. GRAIL: SCENARIO PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
JUNE 23 (DINNER) – JUNE 29 (LUNCH) 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 13 ~ to take advantage of “early bird rate, POSTMARK BY MAY 9 
SEND FORM TO: The National Grail Office, 932 O’Bannonville Road Loveland, OH 45140 

 

**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
2008 GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGISTRATION FORM 

 
NAME:         

ADDRESS:        
       

PHONE:        

If you travel with a CELL PHONE please provide the # : 
      

 

MEALS 
□ regular  □ vegetarian 
□ other needs (please check and we will call you) 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS (check all that apply; provide details) 
 

□ HOUSING (accessibility, A/C, roommate, etc.): 
        
        

 
□ HEARING DEVICE  

 

PAYMENT (make checks payable to ‘The Grail’) 
Please do not include meals/overnights in payment. 
Include with the registration form only: 
PROGRAM FEE 
□ $ 75.00 before 5/9  or  □ $ 100.00 after 5/9 

FINANCIAL SOLIDARITY (helping sisters attend) 
□ Solidarity contribution: $      
□ Solidarity need in the amount of: $    

for        
 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $   

Please check if applicable, and include specifics on the chart: 
□ I will be a full-time commuter □ I will attend only part of the GA 

 

We need accurate figures for meals and overnights. Please complete the chart below, 
including any on-site Grail meetings you will attend before / after the GA. 
 

(Fri-Sun) Sun 
6/22 

Mon 
6/23 

Tues 
6/24 

Wed 
6/25 

Thu 
6/26 

Fri 
6/27

Sat 
6/28 

Sun 
6/29 

Mon 
6/30

B-fast          

Lunch          

Supper          

Bed 

□ I plan 
to attend 
the 
Retreat 
with M.T. 
MacGillis          

 
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
Arrival Date:    Time:     

Via: (indicate) car, plane, bus, etc.     

If by plane: Arrival Airport:      

Airline:     Flight #:    

Ticket Confirmation Number:     

Departure Date:    Time:     

Via: (indicate) car, plane, bus, etc!     

If by plane: Airport:       

Airline:     Flight #:    

□ If you will be traveling by bus, or have other transportation needs, please check this box 
and provide details on the back of this form. 

 
 * Cost for Grail-arranged airport transport is $25 per carload from CVG and $35 from DAY. 

Please coordinate arrival times regionally. 
Info on a public shuttle alternative from CVG is available upon request.  

□ I will arrange my own 
transportation from the airport 

□ I need transportation* 

□ I will arrange my own 
transportation to the airport 

□ I need transportation* 

DUE AT 
CHECK-IN 
 

Meals*: 
$24/day 

 

Bed: 
  $20/night 
 

* 3 meals +  
2 snacks 


