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NEW YORK EXPLORER TRIP A SUCCESS 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
Two carloads of Grail women made the trek from Ohio to Cornwall for the March 20-23 
weekend.  Between them they carried Grail members Rose mary Clark, Jean Wilson, 
and Jan Weinkam and five Explorers.  Judith Blackburn flew in directly from Colorado.  
The Explorers were Virginia Deters, Nina Naberhaus, Mary Kay Delgado, Deborah 
Sullivan, and Wendy Budzynski.  These nine were joined by three other perspective 
members from the Northeast region: Beth Lemire, Pam Cobey, and Beth Rosen. 
 
It was a rushed trip, but a delightful one in spite of that.  There was good food overseen 
by Emily Thomas and an early morning Spring Equinox ritual on Saturday led by Sharon 
Thomson and Marcy and Massie, the two young artists currently residing at Cornwall.  
We spent the rest of Saturday in a story-telling session led by two young protégés of 
Emily.  Then on Sunday the Ohio contingent took the train down to the Bronx Center for 
a walking tour of the neighborhood and a heartful sharing session with the Grail Bronx 
women and girls.  Below are some of the highlights in the words of the participants. 
 
Deborah Sullivan writes about the road trip: "What could be better than a road trip with a 
bunch of women?  A road trip with a bunch of Grail women and explorers!  What a blast.  
We spent the 13 hour trip to Cornwall getting to know each other; discussing books, 
movies and experiences.  There was so much material that we began recording it in a 
notebook.  I never knew it was even possible to talk for 13 hours straight.  The trip home 
was even better.  We deepened our relationships and forged a strong bond.  
Discussions were deeper, and involved what we sought from the Grail and what we 
wanted to bring to the Grail.  Look out world, here we come!" 
 
Mary Kay Delgado shares her impression of Cornwall:  "The house at Cornwall is a 
dignified woman of a certain age sitting a top a rise, peacefully coexisting with fields and 
woods and gardens.  When we arrived, she welcomed us into her elegant foyer framed 
in the dark woods of moldings, doors, and staircase.  Like us, she revealed herself 
gradually over the weekend.  Around a corner we found a sunny reading nook with 
bright pillows, then a piano room, then a screened porch.  Her bookshelves provided 
insight into the women who benefited from her hospitality in years past.  The warmth of 
the dining room invited camaraderie.  The simple furnishings and artwork allowed the 
mind to rest.  The original rippled glass in the windows turned outdoor scenes into 
Monets.  The house at Cornwell exudes the tranquility and grace that typifies the 
women of the Grail.  Qualities that we exploring members hope one day to emulate." 

continued next page 
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Wendy Budzynski describes the Spring 
Equinox Ritual: "Imagine a cold morning 
- outside before dawn with a hot cup of 
coffee, sitting bundled up beside a 
warm fire.  Song and poetry shared, we 
move inside to the prayer room where 
we each read aloud our gifts of spring 
poems.  Back outside as we share our 
spring intentions - we bury them in the 
earth with seeds that will spring forth in 
the months to come - warmed by the 
sun.  More song as the sun rises over 
the mountains, glorious.  A poem is 
recited together that was imagined the 

night before by all but nurtured to fruition by one with so much talent.  One last song - 
the end to a beautiful celebration honoring spring and the life that the sun coaxes out of 
us and the earth.  What a gift to share this with such amazing women!" 
 

Nina Naberhaus offers her feelings about our walking tour of the Bronx:  "The word 
concentrated is more applicable than the word crowded.  Another word that springs to 
mind is 'activity': the flurry of activity of people doing what they can to fulfill their basic 
needs for housing, food, services, and community.  My orientation was best kept small, 
local, even immediate: the person right in front of me, the property right in front of me, 
the need right in front of me - and the life right in front of me!  Smiles, laughter, 
community.  Struggles too.  A place so different from what I'm used to.  And I'm so glad 
I got to visit!" 
 

Virginia Deters expresses her delight upon meeting the Bronx Grail women:  “As we sat 
together in a circle on the second floor living room in the Bronx Grail Center, I know that 
I was not the only one who felt the almost instant communion of the group of women.  
We may have appeared very different from each other.  We ranged in age from 12 to 79 
but you couldn’t feel a generation gap or an economic gap.  Just give us time for “one 
on one” interviews and we are all instant “sisters” trying to find our way in the world.  I 
learned that Angelica, who appeared to be 18 years of age, was actually 30 years old 
and had travelled the world as a 
Young Woman of the Americas for 
the Grail.  She offered to come home 
with me and help me start my dream 
project in Dayton, Ohio!  It was 
wonderful to be in the room and 
watch the women and the young girls 
share so eagerly with each other.  I 
do not remember any time in my life 
when a group of women so 
enthusiastically embraced each other.  
The songs and the music that we 
made together produced smiles on 
everyone’s face and it was a Grail 
experience that I will always 
remember.” 

Explorer Trip, continued 

Spring Equinox Ritual at Cornwall 

in the Bronx
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SOME PICTURES AND A THOUSAND WORDS 
~ Pauletta Hansel ~ 

 
Well, maybe not quite a thousand!  But Grailville has inspired many words as 2009 
programming has begun, and here are a few of them: 
 

I’m so glad we have a place like Grailville in the area. 
 

I really appreciated the immediate actions I may take to increase my commitment 
to Permaculture. 
 

This Center is very peaceful and I absolutely loved the quilts in the Dining Room. 
 

I get so much from these workshops.  I always leave excited to want to continue 
writing. 
 

This is new approach on communication in a non-violent way to help with making 
the universe a more positive place. 

 

Grailville’s 2009 Programming is blooming alongside the spring flowers!  We admit to 
some concerns about what the economy might do to registration and were most 
pleasantly relieved when Going Local: Ideas and Resources for Eating Locally, the first 
in our Good Earth, Good Eats series, actually sold-out!  Other programs in our 
Homegrown Permaculture, Grailville Arts Feast, and Practice of Poetry series were 
similarly well attended, as was the second annual Compassionate Communication 
workshop led by Grail member Theresa Haran Sapunar.  You can see this for yourself 
in the montage of photographs that Exploring Membership and Grailville volunteer 
Elizabeth Murphy took of recent Grailville programs (next page). 
 

Perhaps readers will forgive me for dedicating a few extra words to the program I 
facilitate at Grailville, The Practice of Poetry: Writing as a Spiritual and Creative Practice.  
The seed for this program was planted at the 2007 Grail National Meeting when five of 
us gathered in the Library for the Writing Practice Group.  As a new Co-Director at 
Grailville I had hoped I might find a way to share my passion for writing and teaching 
here.  Certainly, Sharon Thomson and others had shown the power of sacred words in 
this sacred space.  This was my first opportunity to be part of a writing circle here, and 
the idea of continuing that circle stayed with me.  We first began offering arts retreats 
that fall with The Art of Living (poetry, visual arts and dance) and in 2008 began the 
Practice of Poetry series as an ongoing support for women’s spiritual and creative lives. 
 

As I write this, we have recently offered our first 2009 Practice of Poetry retreat, 
Carrying the Dream into the Poem, led by poet and teacher Cathy Smith Bowers, and 
have begun the weekly workshop series which I facilitate.  The next program is 
Midsummer Nights’ Practice of Poetry Retreat held June 19-21.  Women are invited 
to surround themselves with Grailville’s beauty and settle in for a weekend of writing, 
reflection and community.  I continue to be inspired by the words of the women who are 
part of these groups, and wish to offer you an example, written by Grail member Bobbi 
Gill on the final morning of the Dream Retreat (see next page).  We hope you find your 
way to Grailville soon! 

continued next page 
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MAP TO GRAILVILLE 
 

All night I dreamed of India 
the scent of jasmine in the air. 
Bare feet women in bright saris 
pad across the orange tile floor. 
In their hands they carry 
bowls of steaming water. 
Gather in a circle, 
wash each other’s feet.  
 

All night I slept with your map 
beneath my pillow, 
I wondered, did you not know 
where to go? 
 

Here at Grailville 
that’s what we do. 
We gather in these circles, 
we wash each other’s feet. 

‐ Bobbi Gill 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Earth, Good Eats: Going Local Theresa Sapunar 

Carrying the Dream into the Poem With a Song and a Prayer; MUSE 

Catherine Roma, MUSE Carrying the Dream into the Poem 

Necessary Beauty: Quilt Show 

Photos: Elizabeth Murphy 
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HEARTLAND - THE ECOVILLAGE AT GRAILVILLE 
~ Lenie Schaareman ~ 

 
Inspired and encouraged by the March 23, 2009 issue of The Nation, I am writing this 
contribution to Gumbo to share with you the development of Heartland at this time as I see 
it. 

The Grail in the U.S. voted and agreed to sell a portion of Grailville’s land during the spring 
of 2008.  Since then potential residents have continued to meet in membership and 
committee meetings.  Also the negotiators of both Heartland and The Grail are in regular 
contact with each other.  It is slow going because it is complicated.  An experienced person 
in Cohousing asked us recently:  “Do you know what you are doing?”  Well, we are finding 
out.  The topics of our research, receiving input from others and discussions among 
ourselves are the legal questions, finding ways to finance the project and not in the least 
checking with each other our different expectations.  

When the topic ‘an Ecovillage at Grailville’ was mentioned about 8 years ago, I was 
interested but at a distance, not expecting I would ever live in that place.  This changed 
when I moved to Grailville in May 2007, definitely also attracted to the potential of an 
Ecovillage. 

What gives me hope that it can happen?  The Nation articles that really spoke to me are 
‘Reimagining Socialism.’  Can we be part of the revolution that is taking place?  The 
revolution is not what we might have thought during earlier periods but it is happening all 
around us in the community gardens in the cities; it is in the farmers’ markets, the CSA’s 
(Community Supported Agriculture), also in child care co-ops, bicycle lanes and 
neighborhoods initiatives.  Here in Loveland some local farmers and a Granny leading the 
garden projects at the local grade school are initiating a back yard garden for the 2009 
growing season.  Can Heartland Ecovillage be an expression and so contribute to the 
revolution that is taking place?  Is this a ‘sign of our time’?  or an “elbow of time” that 
Jacques van Ginneken spoke about when he inspired the first five Grail women in The 
Netherlands? 

The present economic downturn is a challenge.  What can we do?  “Do we have a plan, 
people?” some of the authors in the above mentioned publication ask.  Can Heartland be a 
place where some people can join the community and live and work for short periods to 
experience the revolution?  Recently Steven Chu, the Secretary of Energy in the Obama 
administration, said: “I don’t think the American public has gripped in its gut what could 
happen” describing the computer models that showed the snowpack of the Sierra Nevada 
melting ever faster in the years ahead with the consequence of no more agriculture in 
California.  In the GA of 2005 the Grail in the U.S. voted on the establishment of a ‘Spiritual 
Center for Sustainable Living and Learning.’  Could Heartland Ecovillage contribute to the 
realization of this dream?  In a certain sense that is happening at Grailville.  This weekend a 
women’s group had their retreat at Grailville.  Why do guests come here for their spiritual 
renewal?  I feel comfortable accepting a variety of motivations, but the surroundings, the 
simplicity of the buildings, local food as much as possible, contribute to the balance in life so 
very much needed. 

All these thoughts are with me while studying the new edition of the book “The Cohousing 
Handbook: Building a Place for Community” by Chris and Kelly ScottHanson so that 
Heartland Ecovillage may be built. 
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SUPPORT GROWS FOR NEWLY OPENED 
GRAIL GIRLS SCHOOL IN TANZANIA 

~ Marian Ronan ~ 
 
In January, St. Teresa of Avila Girls Secondary School, the Grail's new school in 
Mwanga, Tanzania, opened with 118 students.  It is the only boarding school for girls in 
the Mwanga district.  Twelve classrooms, science laboratories, student housing, a 
kitchen and latrines have already been constructed, with another dormitory, a multi-
purpose hall, and staff quarters projected for later this year.  

St. Teresa of Avila School was founded in response to the particular educational 
challenges that face girls in Tanzania.  Although Tanzania works hard to educate all its 
children, the dropout rate through secondary school is approximately 45%, and it's even 
harder for girls to secure an education than it is for boys.  Tanzanian girls are less likely 
to enroll in secondary day schools due to the long distances they must walk to school 
and home each day.  In most cases, they also have heavy domestic responsibilities, 
such as caring for smaller children or sick family members (HIV), carrying water, 
seeking and carrying firewood, cultivating the fields, or tending animals.  This makes it 
difficult for them to find time to study.  In addition, traditional gender socialization means 
that girls receive less encouragement to study science and technology than boys do.  

As a boarding school, St. Teresa offers students from Mwanga and the neighboring 
Same District a positive, nurturing, and safe atmosphere for learning.  It also provides 
encouragement for girls to tackle challenging non-traditional studies and to develop their 
full potential as leaders.  The curriculum is focused, in particular, on science and 
technology, to prepare the students to bring greater development to their communities 
and whenever possible to move on to university studies.  Special emphasis is placed on 
direct experience and laboratory experiments in order to get the girls excited and 
interested.  Eventually, St. Teresa of Avila Secondary School will include six forms 
(grades) with the girls admitted this January making up the first form. 

The school is supported from a variety of sources.  The 
students pay school fees to cover a portion of their costs.  In 
addition, the school is located on 30 acres of land which 
provides basic food for the students, including maize and 
beans, orchard fruits, and garden vegetables, as well as 
eggs, meat, and milk.  The students contribute several hours 
of work on the farm each week.  St. Teresa School also aims 
eventually to generate income through the local sale of 
poultry and dairy products, and so forth, from the farm, and 
to generate its own energy from manure and solar batteries.  

Of course, the Grail in Tanzania has been pooling its resources for years to make St. 
Teresa of Avila a reality, and providing five of the school's faculty and staff, under the 
leadership of Matron (principal) Maria Goretti Semvua.  In addition, the International 
Grail and Grail friends from abroad contributed to the construction of the buildings.  
Here in the U.S. in recent months contributions have been growing and fundraising 
efforts have been picking up steam on behalf of this inspiring new Grail endeavor. 

continued next page 

My Name is Fatuma 
Mesiak. My father 
died 1999. I am very 
sad for this. But I am 
very glad to be at this 
school of St. Teresa of 
Avila.  I have to 
study very hard that 
my future dreams 
will come true.  
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Already in late 2008 twenty-five Grail members and friends made initial contributions to 
St. Teresa of Avila, totaling $4650.  Since then, several Grail groups have joined in the 
effort.  In February a 4" x 8" glossy "In Your Honor" card bearing a charming photo of 
Tanzanian Grail members and students became available to use in fundraising.  And 
presto, at the first outreach meeting of the year, the cards inspired members and friends 
of the New York Grail Politics and Spirituality group to donate $160 for the school.  
Since then, other Grail members, including Lenie Schaareman and Kate Twohy, have 
requested cards to promote with family and friends and at church and community 
events.  Several have commented on how effortless this kind of fundraising is: donating 
to support a specific school for girls in sub-Saharan Africa seems to strike members of 
the local community as a "no-brainer." 

Along these same lines, at the annual World Day of Prayer in Thibodaux, Louisiana, 
Marian Schwab spoke extemporaneously about St. Teresa of Avila School as a 
response to the difficulties confronting girls in East Africa.  The Presbyterian minister 
leading the service suggested that the collection  
usually sent to Church Women United be divided 
between CWU and the Grail school in Tanzania.  
As a result, participants were very generous, 
though all had limited financial means.  CWU 
received the same level of contribution as it had 
the previous year, yet the group also managed to 
send $200 to St. Teresa of Avila School.  

Finally, some of us have undertaken a new project as part of the effort to support the 
Grail's school in Tanzania.  Grail members have welcomed into St. Teresa of Avila 
School Sofia Jeremia and Asifiwe Mose, two girls who are members of the nomadic 
Masai tribe, even though their situation is such that they cannot contribute anything 
toward the cost of their own education.  The Masai are an East African tribe whose 
nomadic, cattle-raising way of life has been increasingly threatened by drought and the 
privatization of land.  Masai girls have an especially difficult time due to the traditional 
practices of genital mutilation and polygamy.  Given these realities, when the parents of 
Sofia and Asifiwe, with whom the Grail had been working, asked them to take their 
daughters and educate them, Grail members felt they simply could not refuse.  In 
response, several U.S. Grail members have been soliciting $100 pledges toward the 
$2200 needed to cover the tuition for the two girls.  Thus far, we have five of the twenty-
two pledges needed.  Those working on this effort report that it is one of the most 
satisfying things they've undertaken in years.  Can't you think of a friend or relative who 
would want to join in this gratifying effort? 

If you want to obtain "In Your Honor" cards or learn more about raising tuition for the 
two Masai girls, feel free to email Marian Ronan at marianronan@optonline.net.  She'll 
get back to you in a flash.  
 
 
 
 

Tanzania, continued 

My Name is Makrina G. 
Msanga.  I am 12 Years old.  
St. Teresa of Avila has a very 
good environment to protect 
us from bad things.  I love St. 
Teresa of Avila. 

My Name is Jacquline Naftali Mfinanga.  I was born on 31st July 1995.  I 
have one young sister and one young brother.  I study at St. Teresa of Avila 
Girls Secondary School.  We have teachers who have full knowledge 
teaching us, and they are caring for us like their children.  Thank you. 
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The Grail has helped mainstream the necessity of hearing girls’ voices speak on their own 
behalf.  In 2007, the CSW focused on the girl child, and since then the Working Group on Girls 
(WGG) and its various committees have been steadily working to include the voice and 
participation of girls in each new CSW.  This year, one WGG committee organized a campaign 
to have 75 girls between 16-18 years old attend the CSW.  Sharon Joslyn and Mary Kay 
Louchart were very active in these efforts, and they were able to involve two young women 
from the Bronx, Cynthia Bernardez and Belkis Martinez.  In addition, Kate Twohy has been 
very active on the WGG this year.  The sum of all these efforts has led to the creation of a 
Girl's Statement, which was issued to the Commission for their consideration.  Thus, we 
provide the Girls' Statement to echo their voices onward. – Jenna Messier 
 

 

GIRLS’ STATEMENT 
53RD

 SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW) 
MARCH 2009 

 

We the girl delegates of the 53rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 
hereby recognize the human rights of girls and stand to address the needs of girls with 
respect to equal sharing of responsibilities, including caregiving in the context of 
HIV/AIDS.   
 

As girls we are often responsible for doing the majority of housework and caregiving. 
These responsibilities often force us to interrupt or abandon our education. 
 

States must provide access to free quality and compulsory education for all youth from 
primary through secondary school.  We believe that quality education includes: 
comprehensive sex education; care-related training for girls and boys; vocational 
training; women’s history; girls’ rights; and business training. 
 

Governments must help subsidize the cost of lost labor when families send their 
daughters to school.  
 

Increasing numbers of girls are forced to become caregivers because of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic.  In addition, girls are increasingly infected with the HIV/AIDS virus due to our 
social, cultural, economic, and biological vulnerabilities. 
 

Governments must invest in social services and infrastructure, which provide and 
support quality care for those living with HIV/AIDS in order to reduce the burden on girl 
caregivers.   
 

Governments and community organizations need to recognize that men and boys must 
be educated in order to assume responsibility for their own sexual health, get tested for 
HIV/AIDS, and disclose their status to all partners.   
 

We recognize that social norms and cultural traditions play a significant role in the 
marginalized status of girls worldwide.  In addition, we believe that these practices often 
operate in ways that serve to control girls’ behaviors and hinder their physical and social 
mobility. 

continued next page 
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Girls recognize the need to construct safe confidential spaces where we can talk openly 
about our ideas and experiences and mentor one another. 
 

We believe that governments and communities need to recognize the need to 
reevaluate social norms and cultural practices paying specific attention to the negative 
impact these practices have on girls and transforming these practices to promote 
gender equality.   
 

Policymakers and people in positions of power need to recognize that girls are 
especially vulnerable in a variety of areas including but not limited to labor and sexual 
exploitation.  
 

Community leaders must be educated about issues that specifically affect us, such as 
gender equality, HIV/AIDS, girls’ rights, gender norms and stereotypes, and human 
rights.  These leaders must take an active role in educating communities about gender 
equality. 
 

Girls must have access to speak with policymakers, in particular female lawmakers, and 
to lobby about the issues that impact our lives.  
 

Girls’ rights must be recognized and the laws designed to protect our rights must be 
enforced.  Particular attention must be paid to the many forms of gender-based violence 
that we face in our homes, communities, schools and workplaces. 
 

Lack of social and economic power as well as education prevents girls from accessing 
health services. 
 

We recognize the need for universal access to quality health care.  For girls this 
includes having access to annual gynecological services, medical professionals who are 
trained to work with girls, sterile medical facilities, multiple forms of contraception, as 
well as STI and STD prevention, and feminine hygiene products.  
 

We demand access to equal pay for equal work and recognition for the unpaid labor we 
provide.  
 

Research and data collection has failed to focus on girls as primary subjects.  As a 
result our sexual experiences are not taken into account when disease prevention 
policies are designed.  
 

International organization, governments, NGOs, and the private sector must invest in 
research on HIV/AIDS focusing specifically on girls and young women. 
 

We represent the women of tomorrow, but today we are girls.  As girls, we have 
legitimate concerns that need to be heard.  Our specific needs and experiences are 
distinct from women’s, and therefore must be recognized in order to achieve gender 
equality.  
 

Girls’ Statement, continued 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

COMPARING NOTES ON HOW WE CELEBRATED 
Submitted by Marian Schwab 

 
BACKGROUND: The program for this year’s World Day of Prayer (March 6) was designed 
by women of Papua New Guinea (PNG), including some PNG Grail members.  The 
sound of a conch shell being blown was the call to prayer; then songs in Pidgin and in 
English; scripture readings; collection of an offering aimed at supporting work for peace; 
and dramatic readings of the stories of three PNG women who had collaborated on 
peace-making in that island country.   

Also included, in addition to the program for the service itself, were scripture passages 
suggested for study; recipes and pictures of PNG food; and slides showing scenery and 
women from PNG.  The bilum (a colorful, hand-woven bag in which women carry food 
and other supplies) was used throughout, serving as a symbol of women’s lives. 
 
HEBRON, Indiana reported by Rose C. Taul:  My congregation at Range Line 
Community Presbyterian Church was the site of the World Day of Prayer.  Participating 
were people from many denominations. 

I was privileged to lead the Bible study using Exodus chapter 1 and chapter 2 through 
verse 10.  I chose that passage because it highlighted the ways that women took risks 
to affirm life, in this case, saving the life of the infant Moses.  The midwives, Puah and 
Shiphrah, were willing to risk disobedience to the powers to do the right thing.  A whole 
group of women of diverse backgrounds and loyalties did something that women do well 
in order to get things done.  They network. 

This passage was also chosen because it dealt with oppression and the dynamics 
between the oppressed and those who oppress.  It touched on those with 
immigrant/refugee status (the Hebrews) and dealt with the fears that oppressors have 
about those whom they oppress.  The discussion following the study dealt with 
contemporary issues raised by the passage ... the role of women, networking, 
stereotyping and how that can work against an oppressor at times, speaking the truth to 
power ... when do we do it, when have we seen it done ... current issues of immigration 
and the fears and myths around that ... the role of memory in our actions, etc. 
 
CHAPEL HILL, North Carolina reported by Marguerite Coyle:  I participated in a 
bilingual (Spanish) day of prayer here in Chapel Hill.  We used the material from Papua 
New Guinea, but did the prayers, readings and hymns alternating Spanish and English.  
Connie Gates, a friend, organized the event, and set up a cross draped with a colorful 
bag.  One of the women played a tape of the blowing of a conch shell and our singing 
was accompanied by a recorder. 

We had several Latinas and several black women, and among us, represented different 
denominations.  We shared with coffee, cookies, apple juice, oranges and bananas for 
snack. 
 

continued next page 
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HOUMA-THIBODAUX, Louisiana reported by Marian Schwab:  Participants in our World 
Day of Prayer celebration were Presbyterian, Methodist, Catholic, Baptist, AME Zion 
and Episcopalian; leaders were African American, Hispanic, American Indian and 
Cajun, and included everyone in our Grail group here.  Ten women wore the traditional, 
colorful dress of PNG.  Colorful bilums were draped on the ends of pews, lining the 
center isle.  Hung on the processional cross was another bilum, this one holding scrolls 
that three women used to tell their stories of peace-making. 

We dramatized the Exodus reading about Moses in the bulrushes.  People were struck 
by how many women were involved in that story: birthing the baby, keeping him hidden, 
painting pitch on a basket to make it water-proof, putting the baby in the river, watching 
until he was safe, fetching him from the river, volunteering to nurse him, and carrying 
him off to be raised under the protection of Pharaoh’s daughter.  

Linking arms as we sang “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” was especially moving to those 
present because of the racial and denominational mix of women and men.  Afterwards, 
in solidarity with the people of PNG, we had a fish-fry. 
 
CLAREMONT, California reported by Audrey Sorrento:  First we celebrated at Pilgrim 
Place, where the service for the World Day of Prayer was held on the vigil.  Since that 
was the time of our regularly scheduled Thursday night vespers, 150 people 
participated.  The service was beautifully done by the Pilgrim Place Women’s 
Perspective group, using the prayer written by Papua New Guinea.  

The next day was the official celebration in Claremont, prepared by Church Women 
United of the Foothills.  That drew 75 people of ten different denominations.  What 
participants found most touching was the telling of three women’s stories, as they took 
leadership in the effort to build peace.  We also loved the rousing song sung while the 
offering was collected: “Stand by me, while I run this race!”   
 

 

THE IRISH CONNECTION 
~ Carol White ~ 

 

Just thought you folks would be interested to know how the little Explorers’ group in 
Ireland is leading the way in Grail use of communications technology.  (Father van 
Ginneken would be proud.)  We met on 13 March to plan our Holy Saturday event, and 
Mary Gene Devlin was able to join us without leaving her house in Deerfield, MA! 
 

Here’s how: I moved my wide-screen iMac from the office to the living room, set up 
maximum lighting for our end, and tuned in Skype.  As Mary Gene’s computer is also 
webcam equipped, she could see us and we could see her while we talked.  We had an 
excellent exchange, which is particularly helpful because Mary Gene is planning to be 
here (in the flesh) to help with preparations and to participate in the day itself. 
 

We’ll let you know how that turns out in the May GUMBO.  Meanwhile, we were all quite 
pleased with ourselves about this way of meeting.  One woman here concluded, “Well, 
that was certainly 21st century!” 

World Day of Prayer, continued 
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2009 GRAIL MEMBER GIVING 
 

TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH FEBRUARY 28:  $11,035.19 
 
National Fund = $ 6,480.00 
Grailville = $ 1,905.00 
Cornwall = $ 800.00 
Special Project Giving = $ 1,850.19 
 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING  
 
All member categories: 52 of 257 (20%) 
Active & Wider members: 41 of 192 (21%) 

 

 
MEMBER GIVING FORMS 

REMINDER: Member Giving forms are due to the National Office by April 10. 
 

A special thanks to the 69 members / Explorers who have returned their forms*: 
 
Helen Adler 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Marcia Bedard 
Mary Louise Birmingham 
Margaret Bisel 
Judith Blackburn 
Ann Burke 
Penny Carr 
Ruth Chisholm 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa Czerwinski 
Maria DeGroot 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Taya Doro-Mitchell 
Alice Dougan 
Alice Drefchinski 
Ellen Duell 
Mary Farrell 
Ceci Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Mary Gindhart 
Peggy Goederer 
Mary Going 
Elise Gorges 
Una Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Bonnie Hendricks 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Lucy Jones 
Janet Kalven 
Alexa Kane 
Linda Kolts 
Viola LaFosse 
Debra Lambo 
Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Dorothy Rasenberger 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 
Elizabeth Rose 
Lenie Schaareman 
Marian Schwab 
Dode Shepherd 
Bernice Sisson 
Angela Coyle Smith 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Jean Wilson 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 

 
 
THANKS as well to those members who have sent in a contribution without their member 
giving form.  We will be following up to clarify your giving plans for 2009! 

* received as of March 31 
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GRAIL NATIONAL RETREAT REMINDER 
~ Carol Siemering ~ 

 

Come.  Come, whoever you are; wanderer, worshipper, lover of leaving.  Ours is 
not a caravan of despair.  Though you have broken your vows a thousand times – 
Come, yet again, come!      - Rumi  

As I mentioned in the January Gumbo, the National Retreat will take place Thursday 
morning, October 29th through Saturday evening, October 31st 2009 culminating in the 
joyous celebration of Grailville’s 65th Anniversary on Sunday, November 1st. 

In the spirit of our new vision of a vibrant participatory membership I put out a call for 
members to respond to different aspects of the retreat they might feel called to facilitate.  I 
have only heard from two people who are willing to offer something in the Open Spaces.  
Now I know it seems a long way off.  In fact, it is a long way off but not for planning 
purposes. 

Let me remind you of the areas where you can give your gifts.  The mornings would begin 
with a “Soul Moment,” which is a phrase we are using to allow for the many diverse ways 
we have for touching the Holy.  It is a time for centering, quieting down, grounding ourselves 
using a variety of means and activities, e.g. music, prayer, meditation, movement, ritual.  So 
who might feel called to do that for us?  The evenings, hopefully, would be a whole group 
gathering, perhaps a play reading, a video, dance or music; something that unites us.  Who 
feels called to offer that?  The days are filled with two Open Spaces as I mentioned last 
time, not decided then but well before with possible themes from International, National and 
Regional Meetings, like Eco-Spirituality, Mysticism, the Eucharist, Metànoia.  It can be 
dance.  It can be music.  It can be an opportunity to learn something about a Spiritual 
Practice you are interested in.  (We will have each day an opportunity for you to participate 
in your own Spiritual Practice as well, of course.)  Someone or a group to do our Closing 
Ritual.  Who feels called to offer these things?  

I know it’s going to be a great gathering!  To that end, I need to hear from you by June 1st. 
You can reach me at carol_siemering@yahoo.com or (617) 244-4517. 
 

 

SEARCH FOR A GRAIL DIRECTOR 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 

You already know that the newly affirmed scenario includes the hiring of a new Grail 
Director.  We’re hoping to attract a top notch administrator, and the search is underway.  In 
an ideal world this new hire will be one of us.  Below is the ad we’re placing in the Cincinnati 
Enquirer and the National Catholic Reporter.  Note that applicants will only have until April 
30, 2009, to submit their applications – so please help us by passing along this ad to any 
woman you feel may is qualified and to any organization that might publish the ad in their 
newsletter. 

Search committee members include Judy Alves, Becky Hill, Bonnie Hendricks, Carol 
Skrym, Audrey, Sorrento, and me (chair).  We’ll be meeting mostly by phone and email to 
evaluate and interview the candidates, who will be pre-screened for us by our consultant, 
Maureen Gallagher, who also helped with last summer’s GA.  If all goes well, we hope to 
have the new Director selected by the end of June and ready to begin work in October. 
The full ad follows on the next page. 

continued next page 



 

 
GRAIL SEEKS NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

 
The Grail, a faith based women’s organization, is seeking a National 
Director to direct and coordinate activities and operations of the Grail for 
the purpose of accomplishing the Grail’s mission and goals.  This 
leadership position office is located in the Cincinnati area and includes 
working with the Directors of the Grail Centers, managing daily national 
operations, financial management of the budget approved by the Council, 
overseeing program administration, member services, fund development 
and international communications.  See website at www.grail-us.org. 

Deadline for Application April 30, 2009.  Call Maureen Gallagher, Search 
Consultant, The Reid Group for more information: (800) 916-3472. 
 
See page 13 for more about this search! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 

 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: April 24  
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gumbo Editor: Bonnie Hendricks  
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