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UPDATE FROM GRAILVILLE 
~ Beth Barr and Joy France ~ 

 
If you had the opportunity to take a stroll through Grailville today you would probably 
happen upon the new beginnings in the Kitchen Garden.  The Kitchen Garden is a 
Community Garden this year and it looks as if a little village of gardens is emerging from 
this wonderful organic soil, each plot taking on the character of its gardener.  Some like 
a lot of tomatoes while others love beans.  One plot has a beautiful tall spiky trellis for 
climbing things and others plan to let the squash and pumpkins run amuck on the 
ground.  It is a lovely sight.  Be sure to check it out next time you are passing through.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps your next visit here will be on the weekend of June 23-25.  This is the Grailville 
volunteer work weekend.  Ann Steffy has put many hours into planning this weekend 
and we hope we will see many of you here.  It promises to be a rollicking weekend of 
lots of sweat and laughter.  Thank you, Ann, for all of your work! 
  (more info about the work weekend is on the back page) 
 
 
 

 

The Grail listserv address for discussion: ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org  

continued next page

Kitchen Garden at Grailville 
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The Advisory Committee has been 
diligently working.  They have been 
introduced to the major issues of 
Grailville, they have been inspired by the 
work of the Grail, they have set working 
criteria for evaluating possible 
recommendations, and they have 
created a plan for the participation of 
Grail members and the community in 
this process.  This group of people is 
inspired by the work of the Grail and is 
passionate about ensuring that Grailville 
be a vital part of that work - for the good 
of the Grail and for the good of the 
community. 
 
The Committee is now entering the next 
phase of their work as they begin the 
participatory process and focus on in-
depth discussions and research.  We 
are working towards a set of preliminary 
recommendations to be ready by 
October.  We are not intending to 
have a comprehensive plan 
completed by that point.  Rather, we 
hope to have general recommendations 
regarding direction for Grailville and a 
proposal for how to proceed with and 
complete the comprehensive plan.  The 
National Council will consider these 
recommendations and facilitate a vote of 
the membership.  Grailville will then 
continue our work and a second vote will 
be held on the actual comprehensive 
plan.  Hopefully, this clears up any 
confusion people may have about the 
process.  If not, feel free to call!  
 
Thank you so much to all of you who 
responded to the mailing asking you to 
choose your level of participation in the 
process at Grailville.  As of Tuesday 
May 30th we’ve heard from 84 of you!  
Of those, 21 have chosen Group Two 
(respond to communications and option 
of conference calls) and 16 have chosen 
Group Three with additional options for 
participation.  Several people have 
asked whether they could switch groups 

in the future if their circumstances change 
and the answer is ’of course!’ – just let 
Beth Barr know.  We are sharing the 
names of those in Group Three so that 
they can communicate with one another if 
they want to and so that others in the 
movement can be in touch with them as 
well.  As of May 30, Group Three includes 
Joyce Asfour, Shirley Beaupre, Nancy 
Cooney, Vivian Corres, Mary Gene Devlin, 
Joy France, Becky Hill, Janet Kalven, Mary 
Lu Lageman, Terry Marshall, Fran Martin, 
Trina Paulus, Constance Pohl, Audrey 
Sorrento, Ann Steffy and Beth Wasmer. 
 
Part of our participatory process is to 
ensure that the Grailville Community 
continues to grow and is well informed.  
To do this, we have made a change to 
one of Grailville’s communication tools, 
The Grapevine.  The Grapevine had 
previously been a way for staff to 
communicate, amongst themselves and 
with a small group of Grail members and 
others, on a weekly basis.  Now, we are 
changing its function to a once-a-month, 
electronic, wider Grailville Community 
communication tool.  If you would like to 
be sent this email publication please let 
Beth Barr know at bb.grailville@fuse.net.  
We’ve automatically added those of you 
in groups two and three, let me know if 
you want to be taken off! 
 
And last but not least, it is with heavy 
hearts that we share with you that Mark 
Metcalfe has decided to scale back his 
work at Grailville.  We have been blessed 
for eleven years with the presence of 
Mark on our staff.  The gifts that he has 
brought to Grailville are countless and 
immeasurable.  We are not quite sure 
how we will manage without him, but we 
are sure that when the going gets tough - 
we will head down the hill for nourishment 
and advice at Mark’s new vegetarian 
restaurant, The Veg Head.  We send 
Mark on this new adventure with lots of 
love and prayers.   

 

Grailville, continued 
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INTRODUCING KATE DEVLIN 
~ Simonetta Romano ~ 

 
The first time I met Kate Devlin at a Grail meeting at Grailville, I did not know that she 
had been involved with the Grail since she was a little girl, or that she had a genuine 
passion for nature, which drove her to spend months living on an island in Maine, 
studying and learning about birds to complete her doctorate in Biology. I did not know 
that she could play Irish music with her fiddle, or that she could fix almost anything. 
 
What impressed me most of all was her grace, her being truly present during a 
conversation, her ability to pay attention and listen. 
 
Since then, I have been meeting with Kate in many Grail gatherings and programs, and, 
in this past year, I have been meeting with her in person or on-line as her mentor in the 
Exploring Grail Membership process. I have no words to say how deeply I have 
appreciated her intelligence, her openness, her organizational skills, and her quiet, 
unassuming and calm way of contributing to the work that needs to be done, no matter 
what the work is. Whatever service she is offering to the Grail, taking notes or staffing 
the kitchen at a meeting, Kate brings the light of a calm and positive energy to the task, 
and to the environment around her. 
 
Lately, she has accepted to be the contact person for the administrative team that will 
support the organization of the 2007 Grail National Meeting. She has also signed up as 
a staff for the IGA this coming August: an incredible contribution of time and energy that 
speaks loudly of her deep commitment to the Grail. 
 

 
At the end of June, at the Cornwall Grail 
Center, Kate will make her commitment to 
The Grail. The Cornwall community and 
members of the 2007 Grail National 
Meeting process planning team, gathered 
at Cornwall for a meeting, will welcome 
her as our Grail sister, sharing the search 
and the work for making the world a 
better place. I am sure we will have a 
celebration, in the best Grail tradition, 
with music, good food, wine and cheers. I 
am also sure that Kate’s mother, Grail 
member Mary Gene Devlin, will shed a 
tear or two of pride and joy, sharing all 
our good wishes for a blessed journey in 
The Grail.  

Kate at her doctorate gradution 
May 18, 2006 

Kate Writes… on the next page
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KATE WRITES: 
 
I have known about the Grail my whole life.  I don’t remember a time when I 
haven’t known about it.  My mother went to Grailville in the summer of 1962, the 
year before she married.  That summer affected the very fabric of her being.  My 
brothers and I grew up surrounded by images and ideas that grew from that 
experience.  A few things include a sculpture of Mary and a nativity set created by 
Trina Paulus, silk-screened posters by Jeanne Heiburg, we were taught to 
develop an awareness of the world around us, reading Maryknoll newsletters, 
learning about the Catholic Worker, singing songs and hearing stories. 
 
My first official introduction to the Grail came in the early 1980s when I was about 
9 or 10 years old (the exact year escapes me).  My mother and I met up with her 
college roommate (and fellow 1962 Grailville volunteer), Liz Magee and her 
daughters, to attend a weekend at the Grail center in Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY.  I 
have vague memories of being warmly welcomed by the women of Cornwall, 
singing songs with Audrey Schomer and playing in the Phoenix house with the 
other children while our mothers attended discussion sessions.  That weekend 
led to the development of a summertime family work-week at Cornwall which I 
attended with my parents.  We worked on the grounds, rebuilt an old trellis, Licha 
Kraemer taught me to bake bread and always there were songs, different prayers 
and stories. 
 
As a teenager I took a detour from a European school trip to visit the Tiltenburg.  I 
don’t clearly remember what we talked about that day but through the blurry mix 
of languages and time I remember being fascinated and awed by the Grail 
women and their lives.  Audrey Schomer was also visiting and took me on a 
bicycle ride through the tulip fields to the North Sea.  Later on I attended many 
weekends at Cornwall, NY with my mother while she increased her involvement 
with the Grail as a fellow traveler.  I participated in discussions, helped in the 
kitchen and explored the bookcases and grounds.  In 1989, I was part of a north / 
south Grail coordinated exchange to Mexico.  I still marvel that our trip to Mexico 
was only 2 weeks.  There was so much packed into it, and I learned much about 
the struggles and the joys of life there. 
 
In the last decade, I have been in graduate school and have not had time to 
increase my involvement with the Grail.  However, I have attended a few 
workshops, met active Grail members, read Gumbo, followed my mother’s 
involvement, and attended the 2005 GA as an observer.  Now that I have 
completed graduate school, I find myself able to get more actively involved with 
the Grail as an adult and not only as the daughter of a Grail member.  In the last 
year I have been reading about the Grail history (or should I say her-story?!), 
talking with Simonetta Romano and learning how I can participate in the creation 
of future Grail work.  I look forward to joining and working with this remarkable 
group of women. 
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THE BUDGET IS COMING!  THE BUDGET IS COMING! 
~ Mary Farrell ~ 

 
The discussion that has been percolating on 
the listserv resonates with me as part of the 
ongoing struggle to balance the concerns to 
preserve our precious community of values 
while maintaining a process of responsible 
decision-making and striving to address issues 
of economic justice within our movement as 
well as within the wider society.  The 
discussion is timely.  Not only are we making 
decisions about Grailville; now is also the time 
to begin our process to plan and budget for 
2007 for all the activities of the Grail in the U.S. 
 

The 2007 budget will be adopted at the 
October Council meeting.  In order to prepare 
a budget for presentation, the Finance Team 
will begin to solicit 2007 planning and financial 
information in mid-July. Forms are distributed 
to all Grail entities - teams, centers, quadrant 
coordinators, national office, etc., and include 
questions such as: 
1. What resources are currently available, and 

how do you expect to use them by year 
end?  Will any remain available for use in 
2007 projects or programs?  Would you 
consider making any available to other 
Teams, Centers, programs or projects? 

2. What programs or activities do you plan for 
2007?  What costs are required for them? 

3. What income do you anticipated for 2007?  
Please identify source(s), for example, 
program fees, sales of publications or 
recordings, contributions, grants, any 
other(s). 

4. If you request support from the National 
Grail, what amount(s) do you need, when, 
for what purposes? 

5. What are the consequences if your request 
for support is denied or reduced by 
National?  What input can you provide to 
help the Finance Team and the Council to 
evaluate and set priorities among all the 
requests received? 

6. Whether or not you request support from 
National, how will your 2007 operations 
affect the National budget? 

These questions are intended to help members 
envision the financial context within which the 
Grail in the U.S. plans and operates on a day to 
day basis.  Across the country throughout 2005 
Grail resources and energy were directed at 
many undertakings.  We’ve heard a lot about 
Grailville; here is a small sampling of other 
endeavors that impacted National Grail finances. 
 

• The membership began the year by 
responding generously to fund tsunami relief 
in the southern pacific aiding the efforts of our 
Grail sisters in Indonesia. 

• The NLT and GA Planning Team conducted 
regional meetings across the country to 
discuss strategic decisions facing the 
movement and collect member input on the 
issues of concern. 

• The Global Justice Network kept the 
membership informed of issues and actions 
requiring attention, including conducting 
workshops with United for a Fair Economy. 

• The Ann Arbor Grail Singers rehearsed, 
performed, sold CDs and spread joy with their 
music. 

• Grail members in Louisiana worked, and 
continue to work to distribute aid where it is 
sorely needed; by the end of 2005 nearly 
$25,000 in donations from Grail members and 
friends had gone to help needy survivors of 
the storms. 

• Cornwall undertook a transition in operations 
and leadership that continues in the present.  
The Women’s Institute for Social 
Transformation built on earlier Training for 
Community Transformation programs to 
establish a functional training center at 
Cornwall and offered its first program before 
year’s end. 

• The California Grail sold the Grail’s townhouse 
in San Jose, some of the proceeds from which 
went to fund a new preschool program for 
homeless children. 

 

The list is partial, but gives a sense of the many 
ways we allocate and use the Grail’s resources.  
To do it wisely we need information, 
communication and the guidance of the Spirit.  
May we share them all! 



 

GRAILVILLE WORK WEEKEND 
~ Ann Steffy ~ 

 
DO YOU LIKE TO PAINT OR CLEAN OR WEED OR ORGANIZE? 

THE WORK WEEKEND AT GRAILVILLE IS JUNE 23-25 ~ COME RAIN OR SHINE! 
There will be jobs of all kinds, designed to meet all kinds of interests and mobility levels. 

As well as: quiet time, good company, lovely food and the satisfaction of doing something! 
You can participate for all or part of the weekend. 

 
I have heard from a few folks and am hoping for more. I have talked to some who are overwhelmed 
by "all that needs to be done."  Yes, there is a lot to do, but we might as well start somewhere! 
This could be the first "New Millennium Work Weekend at Grailville." 
It may be small, it may be big, but it is a beginning!  Keep in mind: 
 

• If you come from far, you can deduct your travel costs as a charitable deduction. 
• If you live nearby, you can "drop in" for a while. 
• If you would like to help Grailville but cannot come to work, you can send a donation to 

assist with the cost of feeding people who are working.  (Send checks payable to 
“Grailville” to Grailville; mark "work weekend" on the memo line.) 

 
Please let me know if you are coming, or get in touch with me if you have questions. 

I can be reached at: (248) 589-1341 or anntd@hotmail.com. 
 

LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: June 30 
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Masthead graphic created by Lynn Robbins 
 

INSIDE: 
 
 

Update from Grailville p. 1-2 
Introducing Kate Devlin p. 3-4 
The Budget is Coming! p. 5 
Grailville Work Weekend back page 


