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BOSTON GRAIL MEETS FOR FIRST METÀNOIA SHARING 
~ Carol Siemering ~ 

 
Inspired by the Regional Metànoia Sharing at Cornwall (four weekends over a year 
period), Mary Farrell and I initiated the first of three Metànoia experiences.  Rather than 
a whole weekend, the group committed to three four-hour evenings.  We are using the 
themes suggested by Sharon Thompson: Community, Commitment and Communion. 
 
There were ten of us present, including three exploring members; Katie Sellers, Beth 
Rosen, and Pam Cobey.  We chose for the first meeting, the word Community.  We 
began the evening with singing Rumi’s (the great Sufi poet) “Come, come, whoever you 
are—worshiper, wanderer, lover of leaving.  Ours is not a caravan of despair.  Though 
you have broken your vows a thousand times, come, come again come,” which was the 
antiphon we sang at the Regional meetings, then we shared a brief “soul moment.”  We 
had asked people to share via email any quotes, thoughts, etc. on Community so we 
might be familiar with what people were offering as their readings.  As we ate our brown 
bag supper (Mary, God love her, had also made a vegan soup), folks took one of their 
pieces (if they sent more than one) and shared it with the group with a word about why 
they had chosen it.  We all listened to a beautiful song by Carolyn Mc Dade when it was 
Nancy's Richardson’s turn.  The readings reflected a wonderful diversity of sources.  
(And anyone who would like to have a copy of them can email me at 
carol_siemering@yahoo.com.) There was no dialogue at this time -- just deep listening. 
 
We broke for desert and then began the “right brain activity’.  We had found at the 
Regional Metànoia that the experience was enhanced and deepened when we engaged 
our whole brains, not just our analytical ones.  After a reading of the parable of The 
Rabbi’s Gift, we invited all to go to a table where there were all sorts of art supplies, and 
either in response to the reading or the earlier sharings, asked them create something 
that reflected something of their experience of the evening.  We then gathered together 
and each person talked about what she had created and shared any insights from either 
part of the evening or both. 
 
Mary then had us stand in a circle and join hands while she sang a beautiful song to us.  
We ended with Rumi’s “Come, come…” 
 
It was a marvelous meeting—amazing how much we could share in such a compressed 
time and we look forward to our next such gathering. 
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GRAIL SPIRITUALITY ON-LINE HANDBOOK 
~ Simonetta Romano ~ 

 

The Grail Spirituality On-Line Handbook is now available on the Grail website in the 
member area (www.grail-us.org).  The handbook collects a number of group 
participatory activities designed by Grail members - or other educators - for exploring 
the Grail, women's spirituality, and/or creating Grail rituals.  All the activities in the 
handbook are meant to be suggestions to be used by Grail members to strengthen 
their own spiritual search together with the members participating in their Grail group, 
and as a means of outreach to women who are not yet Grail members.  We consider 
the handbook a work in progress and will welcome any addition of activities and 
processes that can be used to support our collective spiritual search.  If you have any 
activity or curriculum you would like to post on-line, please contact: Simonetta 
Romano sromano.wist@grail-us.org. 

 
 

 
 

A DIRECTOR FOR THE U.S. GRAIL 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

for the Search Committee 
 

It is possible that we may be able to announce the hiring of our new U.S. Grail 
Director in the next Gumbo, although she will not actually begin her new position until 
fall.  As you know, the application process closed at the end of April.  As of mid-May 
the candidates had been initially screened by our consultant, Maureen Gallagher.  
Having eliminated those who were under-prepared, Gallagher collected the resumes 
of the qualified applicants and conducted telephone interviews with each of them.  
She sorted the candidates according to who had the most relevant leadership 
experience with nonprofit organizations and whose personality seemed to be a good 
fit with our Grail way of operating.  
 

At the time of this writing, the Search Committee was beginning its deliberations to 
evaluate the candidates.  Search Committee members are Judy Alves, Bonnie 
Hendricks, Becky Hill, Audrey Sorrento, and myself.  This committee will conduct its 
own conference-call telephone interviews and then (with as many committee 
members as can be present) interview the finalists face-to-face in mid-June at 
Grailville.  Please keep this process in your thoughts and prayers as we move 
forward.  Certainly no decision is more important at this time than the selection of our 
new Grail leadership—both in the person of the new Director and in the affirmation of 
new Council members. 
 

2009 NATIONAL RETREAT AT GRAILVILLE: 
THURSDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 29 – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

REGISTRATION FORMS WILL BE COMING SOON! 
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U.S. NATIONAL COUNCIL ELECTION 
~ Sharon Joslyn ~ 

for the Nominations Committee 
 

At the date of this GUMBO we will have completed the nominating process for the U.S. 
National Council.  Those of us on the Nominating Committee (Theresa Czerwinski, Maureen 
Tate, Nancy Cooney, Ceci Figueroa, Sharon Joslyn, Emily Thomas) have found the process 
to be rewarding and not as difficult as we had anticipated.  Seventy names were submitted 
for nomination.  From that list the committee had the task of preparing the final list of potential 
nominees according to the criteria included in the “Council Job Description”: 
 

Eligibility 

Because the new Council will be responsible for implementing the U.S. Grail’s Movement-
Building Scenario for the Future, calling for an increase in membership, active member 
participation, financial sustainability and organizational capacity development, the current 
Council has determined the following eligibility criteria for Council member nomination: 
 

1. Nominees must meet the criteria of a self-identified Active member: 
- currently carrying out the works of the Grail [language from GA 2005 membership 

categories] 
- participates in a region, team, center or Grail program/project 
- exercises voting privileges on matters calling for a member vote and follows 

communications 
- makes a financial contribution to the Grail, as evidenced by a 2008 documented donation. 

 

2. Nominees must have: 
- attended GA 2008 which focused upon our Movement-Building Scenario for the Future 
   or 
- registered a vote regarding the Movement-Building scenario. 

(January 29 – February  1, 2009 Council Meeting Report) 
 

Committee members were gratified with the willingness of all those contacted to consider 
standing for nomination and with their deep concern for the future of the Movement.  We 
have now compiled an impressive slate of nominees, which will be sent out to all voting 
members along with a brief “bio” from each nominee. 

The new national Council operation is the result of hard work from the current Council, input 
from the Movement membership and professional help from Maureen Gallagher, 
organizational consultant.  A National Director will be hired over the summer to begin working 
in the fall.  The newly elected Council members will serve staggered terms in order to ensure 
continuity.  So this year we will be voting for five new Council members who will serve for 
three, two or one years.  They will begin their terms on January 1, 2010.  The terms for the 
current Council members will end December 31, 2009. 

Ballots for U.S. Council elections will be sent to voting members in July 2009 along with the 
International Leadership Team election ballots.  Both elections are important at this time of 
our Grail lives, asking for our attention and our vote. 

We are encouraged by the mighty work done by the present Council and we deeply 
appreciate the generosity of those who are willing and able to stand for nomination now.  We 
all, as members, need to show our appreciation and our support by our vote and our active 
participation on all levels of Grail life to the full extent of each ones’ possibilities. 
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GIVING BIRTH TO SOMETHING NEW: 
PERSONAL TO PLANETARY TRANSFORMATION 

~ Judith Blackburn ~ 
for the Design Team 

 
For over a year now a small planning group has been trying to give birth to something 
new for the Grail.  Inspired by the vision of Monica Sharma, Director of Leadership 
and Capacity Development with the United Nations, we’ve been working regularly by 
phone with her colleague Paola Babos to design a program that would attract and 
excite younger members and would result in concrete actual projects that make real 
our Mission statement.  When I say “we,” I refer to Simonetta Romano, Maureen 
Tate, Beth Wasmer, Caresse Cranwell, and myself (the Design Team).  With Paola’s 
helpful coaching and Monica’s enthusiasm for the Grail and its Mission we were 
encouraged and challenged to think bigger than we ordinarily do about the potential 
impact the Grail could have on the world if our mission were truly manifest in 
outcomes for the world’s sake. 
 
We agreed to a name for the project that captured the breadth of social 
transformation we envisioned and the depth of intention women would bring to the 
process of discovery and implementation.  The “Personal to Planetary 
Transformation Project” (PPT) would be a series of residential programs spread over 
an 18-month period (beginning in December 2009) for 40 or so women, some Grail 
and some non-Grail, to be held in the Northeast region.  One of the things that would 
make this program different from the earlier Training for Community Transformation 
Programs was the focus on working from each participant's inner core (and building 
on recent developments in Consciousness and Spirituality) that was to be elicited by 
the methodology Sharma et al had developed and, at the same time, each participant 
having an actual project on the ground by the end of the residential programs.  The 
sessions were to be facilitated by Kathryn Schindler, a facilitator and colleague 
recommended by Sharma, with participants receiving coaching between residential 
sessions in order to manifest their concrete outcomes.  We had a built-in intention to 
collaborate with like-minded organizations to help us plan and recruit - and to involve 
many of our younger Explorers and recent members.  Initially we hoped this project 
would be an important factor in "growing the Grail," renewing the life of the Grail, and 
manifesting our newly affirmed Movement-Building scenario. 
 
In the midst of our planning we were fortunate to meet representatives of the 
Kalliopeia Foundation, who encouraged us to apply for grant funding.  With that goal 
in mind, Simonetta and I attended the Gathering of America's Spiritual Leaders in 
Aspen, Colorado, last fall in order to experience another program underwritten by 
Kalliopeia and also to identify potential partners for the PPT Project.  Subsequently in 
December we put together a letter of inquiry to Kalliopeia for funding to underwrite 
PPT.  We were pleased that Kalliopeia responded positively by inviting us to submit a 
full proposal in June. 
 

continued next page 
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However, as weeks and then months went by, the requisite collaborations and venue 
negotiations for the PPT residential programs were not happening, partially because 
we were still defining exactly what we meant to offer and partially because we all 
sensed that there was something "not quite right" about moving forward so 
ambitiously at this time of transition for the Grail.  We recognized several huge 
obstacles to the implementation of PPT, not the least of which is the cost of such a 
program at a time when finances are a big concern.  The cost per participant would 
be more than Grail women are used to, even with Scholarship Fund subsidies.  Also, 
we knew that enrolling participants for residential programs would be a big challenge.  
Then this spring we learned that all three of our program collaborators (Sharma, 
Babos, and Schindler) were being transferred to overseas posts.  We were moved to 
learn that they were all still willing, even eager, to work with the Grail, but we could 
readily see that added travel expenses and scheduling problems were going to make 
a working relationship extremely difficult.  We regret the missed opportunity to work 
with these fine women in the way we first envisioned. 
 
Yet each week our design team is continuing on together, sometimes among 
ourselves, sometimes with Paola Babos, trying to figure out how the Grail might 
benefit from the discussions we are having and make the vision and workable parts 
of PPT fit what we know and love about the Grail.  We recognize that if this is to 
move forward more Grail members need to be brought into the conversation to test 
interest and feasibility.  We also appreciate that what the Grail does well it often does 
small and in specific contexts, and that our best offering as Grail is often our own 
personal selves.  We are also acknowledging the other pulls on our time and the 
limited human resources available to the Grail just now.  Nevertheless, we find 
ourselves still curious and inspired by the vision and truth at the heart of the 
methodology introduced to us by Monica Sharma that inspired the PPT concept, and 
we sense there is much more to learn that would be of use to the Grail. 
 
We have communicated with Kalliopeia to the effect that we are not quite ready to 
submit a full grant proposal and were gratified to learn that the door is open to us in 
the future.  We need to go forward a bit more gingerly than we had first envisioned.  
We want to share the vision among our membership (hence, this article) and we 
need to meet with small groups of Grail women who are already interested in inner 
development and concrete manifestations of their lifelong dreams.  Additionally we 
need to pursue the kinds of collaborations with other like-minded organizations that 
could help us actualize such a move forward. 
 
So the baby is not quite yet born—and it has been a long labor!  We midwives need a 
little encouragement.  If any part of Personal to Planetary Transformation excites you, 
please let us know.  If you sense the seed of a “concrete manifestation” of the Grail 
mission or if you have a contact in a like-minded organization, please pass these 
hints along to us.  We know that we personally have grown from participation in this 
ongoing birthing process with the free coaching we have received from Paola Babos  
-- and we trust that Personal to Planetary Transformation will happen/is happening in 
one manifestation or another as we and the Grail all move forward. 

Something New, continued 
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UPDATE ON ST. TERESA OF AVILA, 
THE GRAIL'S SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS IN TANZANIA 

~ Marian Ronan ~ 

Earlier this month, the New York Times published a collection of articles, "What Do You Give 
the Developing World for Mother's Day?"  Some writers voted to give much-needed drugs that 
would improve the health of mothers during pregnancy and childbirth, or for making available 
monitors to detect problems during delivery.  Esther Duflo of MIT went in another direction.  
The best Mother's Day gift for the developing world, Duflo writes, is one that prevents 
adolescent child-bearing and high infant mortality: affordable education.  And the longer girls 
stay in school, the better.  In a recent study of girls' education in Kenya, she notes, 50 percent 
of those who dropped out after primary school had a child within two years, but only 8 percent 
who went on to secondary school became pregnant in that same period.  
(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/opinion/10duflo.html?ref=opinion) 

The Grail in Tanzania understands all this very well.  Last January, the Grail's St. Teresa of 
Avila Secondary School welcomed its first class of 120 girls.  At the school, special emphasis 
is being placed on science and technology, including computer and laboratory training.  This is 
important because, as U.S. Grail member Marian April Goering states in a grant proposal she 
wrote for the school, "traditional (Tanzanian) socialization makes it difficult for girls to study 
science or technical subjects." 

Construction expenses are often a major part of launching a school.  In 2007-2008 the 
Tanzanian Grail built twelve classrooms, an administration building, and science labs for St. 
Teresa of Avila.  Next comes the erection of a student dormitory.  According to an email from 
Tanzanian Grail member Margarita Shirima, on May 2 more than a hundred parents, students, 
teachers, Grail members and friends, and invited guests, including the former Prime Minister of 
Tanzania and the Catholic bishop of Same, gathered to raise funds for the dormitory.  St. 
Teresa students themselves contributed 70,200 Tanzanian shillings ($60), while the entire 
group contributed 2,349,200 shillings ($2,000) and pledged $3,000 more.  With the median 
annual income in Tanzania around $600, these totals are impressive.  

Grail members and friends in the U.S. also grasp the importance of education for women in the 
developing world, and especially for our young sisters in Tanzania.  Since the beginning of 
Grail efforts in the U.S. to support St. Teresa of Avila School, we have collected $10,395, 
including $7,970 in 2009.  Just during May Grail members and friends have contributed nearly 
$1,000 for the school.  Profound thanks to all those who have helped with this effort! 

A portion of this money has come in the form of outright donations.  But numbers of Grail 
members have also used "In Your Honor" cards to help raise support for our school in 
Tanzania.  These cards include a wonderful full-color photo of a Tanzanian Grail member and 
five of our students and the words "In your honor a gift has been given to the Grail's school for 
girls in Mwanga, Tanzania, in the shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro..."  The card also describes the 
Grail as "an international movement of women of faith working to achieve peace, justice, and a 
sustainable future."  We ask a $10 donation for each card. 

Some members and friends have "purchased" the cards for their own use, but others have 
used them to raise money at community and church events.  We are very grateful to those 
who have already done so.  And we are happy to send cards "on consignment" to other Grail 
members and friends who want to be a part of this important and inspiring effort.  Don't you 
want to join in as the U.S. Grail sends a "Mothers' Day gift" to our sisters in Tanzania?  

Marian Ronan is a Grail member living in Brooklyn, NY, and Research Professor of Catholic 
Studies at New York Theological Seminary, a multiracial Christian seminary.  For "In Your Honor" 
cards, email her at marianronan@optonline.net.  
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2009 GRAIL MEMBER GIVING 
 

TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH APRIL 30:  $38,416.19 
 
National Fund = $ 19,190.00 
Grailville = $ 8,690.00 
Cornwall = $ 2,695.00 
Special Project Giving = $ 7,841.19 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING:  
 

All member categories: 107 of 257 (40%) 
Active & Wider members:  85 of 199 (43%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE: INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY FUND 
~ Marian Schwab ~ 

 
In an effort to join other Grail countries and start contributing to the International 
Solidarity Fund (ISF), this spring the U.S. Grail invited its members to contribute 
or pledge money to International when they completed their annual Grail pledge 
form.  If you missed this opportunity, it’s not too late to send to the National Office 
your contribution to the ISF. 
 
In the past year, the ISF helped support the Grail center in Wewak (Papua New 
Guinea) and the Darajambili (Kenya); helped two Tanzanian Grail members 
attend Training for Transformation in Kleinmond (South Africa); and helped with 
leadership training in PNG and “formation” programs in Brazil and the Philippines. 
 
When you contribute to the International Solidarity Fund, you put money into the 
general Grail “pot” knowing that it will go for real needs like these, as members 
work to build the Grail in their countries.  If you have contributed already this 
year, thank you! and please continue to contribute in future years. 
 
If you have not yet acted, please send a contribution or at least a pledge to the 
National Office, so your money can be sent along with that of other U.S. Grail 
members who send money for the ISF as an expression of their solidarity with 
their Grail sisters around the world.  

 



 

Members in New York recently gathered to honor the 30th anniversary of the death of our beloved 
sister Eleanor Walker.  In light of the International Txintxa reflection and recent political efforts to 
establish broad understandings among cultures, these wise words of Eleanor - written in the early 
1970s and now framed in The Ark at Grailville - seem particularly relevant to us today. 
 

PROPHET WORDS FROM ELEANOR WALKER 
“There is no doubt that our different options are at times in conflict.  We often do not feel ‘at 
home’ with each other’s articulations and expressions of faith.  We miss not being able to 
include everyone in the shared contact with transcendent meaning provided by a common 
language and set of forms for worship.  But it would be both an unimaginable 
impoverishment and a delusion to think that we could abandon either the traditions or the 
questions we and our world have to bring to them.  We are trying to wrestle with meanings, 
symbols, language, to interrogate and be interrogated by both the wretchedness and the 
riches of our traditions, to keep alive the possibility of moving towards a new understanding, 
a new articulation of vision from which we and others can live and act.  We assume also 
that while we struggle we believe in what we can, as best we can.  It is essential, that we 
accept the realties of that struggle.  Can we commit ourselves to seek a common 
understanding of religious faith and religious search to fire our hearts?  Can we continue to 
travel together, carrying our icons into strange land, gathering our manna day by day for the 
journey, taking courage from each other’s commitment to the growth towards greater truth?” 
 

Eleanor Walker, in the Contextual Commentary on 
the Religious Search Task Force Working Paper 
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