
E. GRAIL VIDEO: GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTATION 
 
 
 
 

 
In Search of The Grail: The Story of a Women’s Movement 

 

Produced by: The Grail in the United States 
Directed by Barbara Wolf for The Grail 
Viewing time:  39 minutes 

 
About the Film 
 

In 2000, The Grail began a Herstory Project documenting the life and work of Grail 
members in the United States.  Videographer, Barbara Wolf, conducted over 50 
interviews with Grail members and visited many on site to learn about how they met 
the Grail, live out the Grail’s vision and mission in their own lives and where they feel 
the Grail is relevant to women of today.  The film documents the history and 
contributions of this unique women’s movement in the United States and once again 
extends the invitation to women seeking community and support to live a committed 
life in the world for social transformation. 
 
Viewing Guide For Grail Members 
 

It is our hope that the film “In Search of the Grail” will provide Grail members with a 
tool to introduce more women to our movement.  It can also be viewed with family and 
friends who have always wondered about the Grail and your commitment.  It should 
answer many of the questions about what the Grail is and what the Grail does. There is 
a lot of content in the film that can generate meaningful discussions with other women 
about life purpose, vision, being called, working for justice, living one’s faith and 
spiritual search.  We hope that you will facilitate a few viewings to suit your purposes:  

 Gather a group of women who would welcome a discussion about such themes as: 
living a purposeful life, vocation, being called, vision, the relationship between 
work and spirituality, working for social change, etc. 

 Have a movie night with family and neighbors – don’t forget the popcorn! 
 Gather a group of close women friends 
 Show at your church or organization 
 Offer to present to a local school or program for young women 
 Show at a local Grail meeting and ask everyone to bring a friend or two 
 Lend for private viewing to someone that you want to know more about the Grail



Atmosphere:  Arrange the gathering space by incorporating elements that express some of 
our Grail values e.g. a candle, international cloth, natural elements, pictures, etc. 
 

1. Welcome and Introduction:  As a Grail member, you are the best person to communicate 
about the Grail and what it has meant for your life.  Introduce yourself, that you are a 
member of The Grail and are pleased to be able to share about something that has 
shaped your life and the lives of many women around the world.  Invite others, depending 
on the situation, to introduce themselves, share some simple personal information e.g. 
work, interests in the topic chosen, etc.  Give anyone present who is familiar with The 
Grail, an opportunity to share how they know The Grail. 

 
2. Provide everyone with The Grail Vision and Mission Statement and read aloud.  This will 

provide an important context for the video.   
 
3. Introduce and view the film.  If time is limited, the film can be viewed in 2 parts. 

Part I (~13 minutes):  Origins of the Grail and history in the U.S. 
Part 2 (~24 minutes):  Grail members discuss current work and relevance of Grail vision 

today. 
 
4. Discussion  

 

 What was something that stood out from the film?  a comment? image?  Simply 
gather and affirm contributions from the group as a way of collecting reactions and 
calling to mind some of the content of the film. 

 

 What questions did it raise?  About the Grail?  About the Grail’s vision for women and 
the world? 

 

 Viewing with family/friends: 
 Did they learn anything new about the Grail? 
 How does the film shed light for them on your involvement in the Grail and 

commitment to live its vision and mission? 
 

 Tell your Grail story and invite any Grail members present to share the story about 
how they met and why they joined the Grail, connecting their Grail involvement with 
any part of the film that they relate to e.g. Grailville, Cornwall, international issues 

 

 Viewing with women’s groups: 
 How do you see your own life’s goals/values relating to the Grail’s vision and 

mission? 
 Who are the women that inspire or have inspired you on your spiritual search? 
 Where has your spiritual journey taken you in regards to a particular spiritual 

path, work for justice or commitment of energy? 
 Do you share a commitment to any of the values that were expressed by Grail 

members?  How do you express that commitment in your life? 
 Where do you go to refresh your spirit and find like minded women who share 

your vision for the world? 
 

5. Close your session with an inspirational reflection that you feel will speak to the group. 
 

6. Include refreshments whenever possible!  And…have fun! 
 

7. Don’t miss an opportunity to invite women to gather again for sharing and support. 


