
The Grail in the United States 

Town Hall Call, Nov. 7 

All Grail members are invited to 
join a Town Hall conference call 
at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 7, as a follow-up to 
the Grail Council meeting. This 
call was requested by those on 
the first Town Hall call on Oct. 17. 

 
Join us by calling 

1-605-475-4350, then 
punching in 498783# when it 

asks for your access code 

Gumbo 
~~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

November 2012 
 

Early Report from the Grail Council Meeting 
The Council of the Grail in the U.S. on Sunday completed its semi-annual face-to-face 
meeting at Cornwall. While the full report of the meeting will come later, we wanted to 
share with the movement two key documents. The first is a recommendation from the 
Council to improve consultation and communication within the movement, built on 
some hard work by a small group of Grail members. The second is a report to the 
Council by Noreen Willhelm, National Director, which she wrote for us earlier this 
summer, summarizing from a fiscal perspective progress on the Grail’s Movement 
Building Scenario. While her report is by no means exhaustive, we think it begins to 
capture the Grail’s efforts of the past few years and we hope it will trigger a much more 
comprehensive conversation within the Grail. 

 

Improving Consultation With the Movement 

The Council of the Grail in the U.S. 
 

When the Movement Building Scenario was adopted by The Grail in the US in 2008, the 

Grail Group was acknowledged as a critical element of Grail life: “A basic organizational 

unit of the Grail is the ‘group,’ which serves as a 

mechanism for collective work and Grail visibility. Grail 

women join groups to support, inspire and deepen their 

own committed work in the world as well as to work 

with others to have greater impact.” 1 

 

In February 2012, a joint meeting of the Membership 

and Membership Development and Enrichment teams 

recognized that groups or circles could be reinvigorated 

as a way to grow the Grail, but also to deepen current 

members’ involvement: “The goal is for every Grail 

member to be involved in at least one circle…circles 

may meet face-to-face regularly or convene for a 

particular purpose, such as a business meeting or a 

general assembly. Circles could be based on interest, 

work, or study. They may exist in one place or via the 

                                            
1 Movement Building Scenario 
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internet or as forums on the Grail website.”2 

 

That understanding has informed the Grail Council’s initiation of efforts in the past year to 

undergird and support the groups.  At the same time, the Council has also heard clearly the 

perceived limitations on member participation and consultation. Over the last three months, we 

convened a small group to discuss the issue, conducted a Town Hall conference call joined by 36 

members, and received a proposal from a small group for improved consultation processes. That 

proposal included this beautiful clarification offered by Dorothy Rasenberger in 1976: 

 

This concept (of responsible participation in the Grail) tried to make distinctions 

between responsibility as functional and responsibility as unity and caring that 

could be expressed in a variety of ways.  Making the Grail Movement together, 

studying, thinking, planning with as many involved as possible; recognizing 

leadership being present in the whole group and each one’s contribution as valuable 

were qualities that this sense of responsibility tried to incorporate into the 

movement (from “Grail re-Search,” Participation Team, 1976). 

 

With that background, at our meeting at Cornwall October 25-28, 2012, the Council 

adopted the following proposition (drawing liberally – and gratefully – from the 

proposal offered by Joyce Minkler, Elizabeth Murphy and Marian Schwab). 

 

(1) The membership Development and Enrichment Team has been working to identify and 

map Grail “circles” that have developed over time in various regions as well as by 

interest, administrative function, and other commonalities.  We see these circles as the 

natural base for group discussion, and therefore encourage every Grail member to meet 

face-to-face twice a year with other members in a Grail Circle to discuss 

national/international issues of common concern.  In order to ensure that all voices are 

heard in these consultations, circles larger than seven or eight should subdivide into 

smaller groups. 

 

(2) These semi-annual business meetings of circles should be used for the greater 

education of all Grail members about current Grail issues (e.g., the future of our centers, 

buying or selling land, expanding membership, understanding the current Grail bylaws, 

evaluation of the Movement Building Scenario chosen at GA 2008, international Grail 

issues, etc.) as well as for solicitation of questions and input about these matters. We 

recommend that these business meetings occur in February and September, in advance 

of the Council’s semi-annual face-to-face meetings. 

 

(3) Whenever a major issue is pending, an educational process and movement deliberation 

will be undertaken prior to the final decision. Facts and analysis about the issues under 

                                            
2
 “Grail Circles,” Judith Blackburn, Gumbo, March 2012, pp. 3-5 
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consideration will be in members’ hands/minds when they meet to explore together 

any topic of substance. Each issue for discussion will be framed and prepared for 

discussion by the Grail circles, including recommendations or additional resources 

(including skilled facilitators) to assist the process. The results of these discussions 

from each Circle will be forwarded to whichever Grail entities deal with that matter.   

 

(4) A list of Grail members with good process skills – preferably who represent both long 

and shorter Grail histories – will be assembled to aid in these discussions.  Their goal, 

acting as facilitators or as ombudspersons, will be to design, in conjunction with the 

Council, background materials and processes needed for broad-based discussion among 

members to understand and influence issues named either by members or by the 

Council as needing movement discussion.  

 

(5) We want any Grail member – as a member – to be able to voice a concern about an area 

of Grail life and/or to suggest issues for broader discussion in the movement at large.  

Individual members or circles will be able to contact the National Office, a Council 

member or a facilitator/ombudsperson directly. [See Contacting Council, page 8] 

 

(6) In addition to the Gumbo and listserv discussions that we have initiated over the past 

several years, the Council commits to identifying and using many more means to be in 

consultation and communication with the movement. These efforts will include, but not 

be limited to: 

 

 Town Hall conference calls (the first, requested by the movement, will be 

November 7, 2012, in the wake of the October 2012 Council meeting) 

 Personal visits to circles by Council members or Grail staff 

 Skype or other video calls, when feasible 

 Forums on the Grail website and other such communication innovations (some of 

which were suggested by  members on the 2011 census forms) 

 

Council is open to inviting representatives from various circles to participate in Council 
conference calls, as center directors sometimes join parts of the calls for specific 
discussions. 
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Report to the Council: Progress on Movement 

Building Scenario and 2009 Strategic Plan 
Noreen Willhelm, National Director 

It’s been nearly a decade since the Grail in the US embarked on a new vision of itself, as a 

movement protected within the framework of a nonprofit organization. The structure of 

the leadership was changed to an unpaid Council,  more in line with a traditional nonprofit 

board, and the commitment was made to hire a professional staff. A variety of prospective 

scenarios was reviewed, discussed and modified and, in 2008,  the Movement Building 

Scenario for the Future of the Grail in the United States, http://www.grail-us.org/wp-

content/uploads/2008/03/Grail-Movement-Building-Scenario.pdf, was adopted. Out of 

that directive from the membership came the Strategic Plan, http://www.grail-us.org/wp-

content/uploads/2008/03/US-Grail-Strategic-Plan-May-2009.pdf,  adopted by the Council 

in 2009.  

The Movement Building Scenario as adopted is a four-page document, built on many earlier 

iterations and modifications borne out of numerous discussions and previous versions. I 

recently found a 13-page document that had been included in GA 2008 Prep Packet III, 

which lays out much of the discussion that led to the current version. For me, as a relative 

newcomer (it’s three years since I began as National Director), it is both helpful and 

encouraging.  Helpful, because it provides additional context and perspective; encouraging 

in that it includes benchmarks, which were omitted in the final version of the Scenario, and 

we’re close to meeting many of them anyway! 

 

We have made progress on many of the issues identified as priorities in all of the scenario 

documents, as well as the strategic plan. Because the thrust of this review is “what is the 

state of the finances of Grail in the US,” it is staffing and funding that I’m focusing on here, 

and where it affected the very real progress that has been made on the priorities set in the 

2008 General Assembly: 

1) Uphold the Centers as an essential work of the Grail (Movement Building Scenario, 

#1; 2009 Strategic Plan, Organizational Goal #2) 

a) More than $291,000 has been invested in repairing and upgrading the buildings 

since January 2010, to meet building codes and the needs of residents, retreat center 

and program patrons.  

b) Staffing has been modified and increased, to enable the centers to fulfill their 

missions of: 

 Providing beautiful, peaceful environments for retreat and reflection 

 Offering programs that further the Grail’s mission goals 

 Offering opportunities for Grail members and potential members to experience 

the Grail in action and  to live/work in an intentional, spiritually-based 

community, 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/Grail-Movement-Building-Scenario.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/Grail-Movement-Building-Scenario.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/US-Grail-Strategic-Plan-May-2009.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/US-Grail-Strategic-Plan-May-2009.pdf
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 Preserving the land for green space and providing models of  sustainable living 

and agriculture 

i) Specifically: 

(1) Cornwall has added:  

(a) A third member of its leadership team (Lucy Jones) 

(b) Resident groundskeeper and generalist (Kathi Hurley) 

(c) New assistant cook and housekeeper (Cindy Cheyne) 

(2) Grailville has added: 

(a) Retreat center associate, to handle day-to-day inquiries and bookings and 

allow the retreat center manager (Nina Naberhaus) to focus on outreach 

and improving services (Dale Marie Prenatt) 

(b) Program and marketing associate to increase visibility and program 

participation (Morgan Lyn) 

(c) Sustainability initiatives coordinator, to help improve the environmental 

footprint of the buildings and increase Grailville’s involvement with food 

and sustainability activity in the region (Bonnie Hendricks) 

(d) Program manager, to expand programming,  in light of Pauletta Hansel’s 

reduced hours and responsibilities (Terrie Puckett) 

2) Grail groups are supported by national staff (Movement Building Scenario, #2; 2009 

Strategic Plan, Organizational Goal #3) 

a) As National Director, I have visited Grail groups in nine regions and, together with 

the Membership and Outreach Coordinator, we have maintained contact with 

members and leaders in every region 

b) Each national discussion of the last several years has been coordinated by the 

national staff, working with the appropriate committee or group, including 

scheduling meetings, preparing and circulating materials, reminders and follow up: 

Txintxa; IGA preparations; international vision statement; Taking a Stand (two 

votes); bylaws revision(s); Council elections; preparations for national gatherings 

c) Resources have been made available for groups by the staff, both online and in hard 

copy – discussion papers, Mentor Kit, new means of communication, including 

website forums and social media 

d) The National staff also provides support to the International Council Representative 

regarding international communications and processes 

3) Increase the number of women who make a commitment and actively participate 

in the Grail in the U.S. (Movement Building Scenario, Membership In The Grail; 2009 

Strategic Plan, Organizational Goal #1).  

a) The 2008 GA recommended that the Council consider: 

i) Hiring member outreach staff at the regional level: New York City Grail 

sought and were granted funding in the 2011 budget for a regional outreach 

person; the region then decided not to hire anyone. 
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ii) Formation of a member outreach team: A Membership Team, now called 

Exploring Membership, was formed in 2010 and in 2012, the Membership 

Development and Enrichment Team took on overall responsibility. 

iii) Clarification of current and consideration of additional membership 

categories: The Exploring Membership and Membership Development and 

Enrichment teams proposed revising categories to clarify responsibilities and 

the movement approved those changes in July 2012 

iv) Streamlining and standardizing the membership process: the creation of the 

Mentor Guide, available online or in print, and the revised member categories 

comprised efforts to make easier and clearer how one becomes a Grail member 

v) Guidelines for member giving: Members are urged to contribute on a level that 

reflects the value of the Grail in their life and their current financial situation 

vi) Policies regarding use of the Grail name in coalition-building, outreach and 

programming: The Council proposed and the membership in 2011 approved a 

streamlined processes for taking a stand. 

b) In addition, national staff have: 

i) Worked with the Exploring Membership Team to create the Mentor Guide, now 

available on the US Grail website and in a ring-binder version 

ii) Tracked interested women and Explorers 

iii) Ensured the introduction of new members to the movement 

iv) Tracked member giving and participation, including each year contacting 

(multiple times) members who have not made an annual financial contribution 

c) Elders 

i) Have been, since 2010, supported by a national staff person and the Elder Care 

Working Group 

ii) Health and Welfare funds, while directed by members, are invested, monitored 

and coordinated by national staff 

d) Growing the Grail: The movement chose the option of creating a Movement 

Building Campaign to increase membership, which included the hiring of a 

National Outreach Coordinator (Movement Building Scenario, National Outreach 

Coordinator; Strategic Plan, Organizational Goal #1) 

i) For 18 months, this was a part-time position, and much of the time was spent on 

supporting the Membership Team, developing and reproducing the Mentor Kit. 

ii) Carrie Bowling, our new, full-time Membership and Outreach Coordinator 

started work on July 9, 2012. Since then, she has participated regularly in 

Cincinnati region meetings and visited Dayton,  Pilgrim Place, Boston, Cornwall, 

the Bronx and New York City Politics and Spirituality 

iii) The goal was set as 5% growth per year, and at one point that was defined as 9 

new members the first year, 10 the second, 11 the third and fourth and 12 the 

fifth years. We’re behind (should be about 35 new members by this point, and 41 

by yearend; we’ve got 33 so far), but trending in the right direction: 

 2009 – 9 
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 2010 – 5 

 2011 – 6 

 2012 – 13 new members, as of the end of July 

iv) Other benchmarks: 

(1) All active and wider members are making an annual financial contribution. 

True, today, because a contribution to any entity of the Grail is counted and  

21 have left the ranks during the period of enforcement that began in 

December 2010 and have not been reinstated yet. 

(2) An increase in Grail members living/working at Grail Centers. True. In 

January 2009, there were three Grail members living and/or working at 

Cornwall (Cay Charles, Sharon Thomson, Simonetta Romano). Today, 

there are five (Sharon, Simonetta, Lucy Jones, Kathi Hurley and Cindy 

Cheyne – new members in 2012). At Grailville, in January 2009 there were 

seven (Terry Marshall, Mary Lu Lageman, Lenie Schaareman, Bonnie 

Hendricks, Becky Hill, Joy France, Meg Bruck); today there are eight 

(Terry, Mary Lu, Lenie, Bonnie, Becky, Joy, Meg, Nina Naberhaus – new 

member since 2009). (Joyce Minkler and Nqobile Masuka of South Africa 

lived at Grailville during parts of 2009). 

4) Role of the GA – was modified to have matters discussed and developed at the GA 

decided by a later vote by mail among all members, which in earlier drafts included a 

series of benchmarks, projecting progressively increased member participation. 

(Movement Building Scenario, The General Assembly and Member Decision-Making; 

Bylaws) 

a) 50% of active members participate in consultation processes initiated by council: 

The consultation process is a major weakness in current operations 

b) 75% of voting members participating in 2 years  

c) 85% of voting members are participating in votes in 5 years (Actual: 49% to 83%) 

d) By 2012, 75% of active members have attended at least one national gathering (140 

different members attended one national gathering in the past three years; 72 

attended two or more.  About 40% of Active members attended no national events) 

5) Finances – The Grail chose to phase in an Emphasis on Growth scenario, which 

included ensuring a more sufficient workforce at nonprofit market-rate compensation, 

including health and supplemental insurance and retirement benefits; hiring of a full-

time membership outreach coordinator, development personnel and increased hours 

for core staff. The framework also included significant updating of center buildings. 

(Movement Building Scenario, #1, Grail Finances/Financial Implications; Strategic Plan, 

Organizational Goals #4-6) 

a) There were some significant fixes that were required in order to move the Grail into 

a more transparent and understandable financial position: 

i) We had to establish a single, standard chart of accounts (record-keeping rules) 

for bookkeeping.  Three years ago, there were three different systems of 
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accounting, one for each of the major entities, which meant it wasn’t possible to 

compare income and expenditures even between the centers. 

ii) We moved all entities onto the same bookkeeping system (software). 

iii) We reduced the number of bank accounts from 29 to 13. 

iv) The Grail as a whole had not had an independent audit in recent memory, a 

requirement for most major fundraising. In 2009 and 2010, we underwent a 

financial review by auditors, to make sure that we were moving in the right 

direction. (In October, the Grail completed its first organization-wide audit of the 

2011 financials.) 

b) While the staff compensation is not quite market-rate, we have made some 

improvements and are offering more affordable health insurance. 

c) Although the Grail has a need for fundraising, there is specific infrastructure that 

must be in place before any kind of campaign can be effective. We’ve made some 

progress but there is more to be done. 

i) Record-keeping system: Three years ago, there were four different systems for 

tracking contributions by donors and participants in programs at our centers, in 

addition to our separate accounting systems. We have made the transition to a 

single online donor database, available to all entities, that tracks all charitable 

contributions to the centers and national office, as well as program participation 

at Grailville. 

ii) A clear “case” for the value of your organization’s service to the community – 

what is it that you do that no one else does (or few others do); how many people 

do you serve; how have you changed lives; what is benefit you provide to the 

community (or the world) with a specific program or project; how are you 

changing the world? When Grail members themselves have a hard time 

identifying “what does the Grail do?” it makes it challenging to create that 

picture for a potential funder. Again, we are working on making that case. 

iii) We are in the process of hiring a full-time Development and Marketing 

Coordinator to raise the profile of the Grail and build a fundraising program, 

nationally and in concert with the centers.  

In short, in order to bring the Movement Building Scenario to life, it was important to get 

some significant pieces of infrastructure in place. Certainly, there is much more to do, but 

together, we have made progress and we hope that subsequent and broader reviews will 

indicate that we are continuing to make progress in building the Grail in the United States. 

 Contacting Council Members: 

Mary Farrell, NLT    mkf@puck61.net home:617-227-5431, mobile: 617-275-3320 
Judith Blackburn, NLT  (term ends Dec. 31) blackburn.judith@gmail.com  home: 303-652-8466 
Kate Devlin, Treasurer    c-devlin@hotmail.com   home: 413-772-6432 
Marian Schwab, International Council Rep mgschwab@zoomtown.com  home: 513-737-0595 
Mary Gindhart     mgindhart@verizon.net   home: 909-625-6013 
Elizabeth Robinson    elizabethrobinson@fuse.net  home: 513-683-1472 
Loretta Rokey     lrokey@peoplepc.com   mobile: 513-200-5627 
Terri Carter (term begins Jan. 1)   tjrcarter1@yahoo.com   home: 513-683-4716 
Noreen Willhelm, National Director  noreen@grail-us.org   mobile: 937-672-0921 

mailto:mkf@puck61.net
mailto:blackburn.judith@gmail.com
mailto:c-devlin@hotmail.com
mailto:mgschwab@zoomtown.com
mailto:mgindhart@verizon.net
mailto:elizabethrobinson@fuse.net
mailto:lrokey@peoplepc.com
mailto:tjrcarter1@yahoo.com
mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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Late on Oct. 27, there was a fire in the chimney between the 
living room and the prayer room at the Phoenix. While no one 
was injured, the firefighters spent several hours trying to find 
the fire in the wall and had to chop holes through the interior 
wood and exterior brick of the Prayer room. The source of the 
fire, according to the firefighters, was a crack in the fire box of 
the chimney. Top row left, firefighters searching for fire in the 
wall; right, the hole in the brick wall. Second row: the fireplace 
in the prayer room before the fire; below: the fireplace after. 
Above: Simonetta Romano, Lucy Jones, Kate Devlin and Loretta 
Rokey, watch firefighters working in the living room, late 
Saturday night. Photos by Noreen Willhelm and Loretta Rokey. 

Fire in The Phoenix at Cornwall 
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Superstorm Sandy and “A Global Hug” 

After the fire, which came days before Superstorm Sandy was forecast to hit the Northeast 
United States, including Cornwall, we received many messages of support from across the 
world, including far more than we could print. Karen O’Brien said, “These messages are 
like a global hug.” Couldn’t have said it better. 
 
Lucy Jones reported that some trees fell or were snapped off, all falling away from 
Cornwall’s buildings and the power was out for a few days, but overall it not as bad as they 
feared. (Not so for other parts of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and West Virginia). 
 
Reports from others in the line of the storm (thanks to all who sent updates): 
 

 Judith Blackburn, stranded at Stewart Airport in Newburgh after the Council 
meeting, but was able to get back to Cornwall, then returned to Colorado 
Wednesday, Oct. 31. 

 Dorothy Rasenberger, Manhattan, was stuck on the 26th floor of her building 
without electricity or phone, but Brigitte Stark-Merklein checked in on her and 
she was well-supplied. Later in the day Dorothy’s nephew, who lives in the upper 
west side of NYC, brought Dorothy back to his place. 

 Joy Garland, Manhattan, is fine too – stranded in Oregon with her husband – they 
were visiting their daughter 

 AnnMarie and Leo Czyzewski, New Jersey, have big limbs down but no loss of 
power or heat 

 Trina Paulus, New Jersey, said her power did not go off, her car and house are 
intact and the water did not get into the basement. 

 Carol Webb, who had been at Cornwall for the U.S. Council meeting. Stayed with her 
sister in New Haven: a few limbs down, but no loss of power.  The Quinnipiac River 
rose steadily to flood the evacuated places at the bottom of the street 

 Maureen Tate, who has a house in Seaside, NJ. The dunes held and things are in 
pretty good shape at the house; solar panels also look intact. Not allowed back to the 
island yet – no electric, sewage, gas or water and one of the bridges is structurally 
compromised.  

 
Mon 10/29/2012 4:12 PM from Hermine Glaser: Dear Lucy, Simonetta and Sharon and East 
Coast Grail, My prayers are with you for protection and the best help that you need right 
now! How scary that must have been to deal with the fire and the strength it took to deal 
with all while at the same time preparing for Hurricane Sandy. Reading the news, I 
remember my time as staff at Cornwall with Jane O'Donnell from March 1975 to September 
1977 and how I loved the beauty of this Cornwall Grail House, with the meditation room, 
the cozy fire in the living room at gatherings on cool days. It was also a very special time for 
me, when I lived in the room above the meditation room. And unforgettable is also the 
experience of a (tornado) when stuff outside flew upwards. It lasted only for 10 minutes 
and we were all right, but in town at a certain street, 56 big trees were uprooted. While I 
hung up my laundry outside this morning in sunny California, I was listening to the news 
about the hurricane Sandy through my tinny phone and my thoughts and prayers went to 
all of you on the East Coast and I hope you are all safe. (That's why I checked the Grail e-
mail and read about Cornwall fire.) May there be also blessing in all these scary times. 
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Wishes for all those who encountered Sandy: 

 

Tue 10/30/2012 11:25 AM from Mary Gene Devlin: I've been 

thinking about fire and water and wind (air) and how we sing 

about this. It's the earth that is still here and you all sound 

very grounded! I'm in Dublin right now and last night the full 

moon was shining on my bed most of the night. I kept praying for 

her light to shine through the elements on you all. Love to you. 
 

Tue 10/30/2012 4:55 PM from Ellen Duell: Hello all—it’s wonderful to read your e-mail 
messages.  My daughter lives in Hempstead on Long Island.  She and her husband found a place 
open with wi-fi and sent us a message that they are fine.  I was glad to read that!  They have no 
electricity where they are, but the temperature was 60 F .   Not so, here in Yellow Springs, Ohio, 
where we had snow and then windy rain.  I’m cozy inside now.   

Wed 10/31/2012 9:54 AM from Lucy Kimaro (in East Africa): Dear Friends, I pray for 
you all in this difficult times. Yesterday I tried to send you e-mail but it was not going 
through. Be assured of my prayers, even as we celebrate the Grail feast tomorrow. With 
love and prayers. 

Wed 10/31/2012 9:55 AM from Albina Namuesh for the PNG Grail (Papua New Guinea): 

Noreen & Lucy, and to all (US) Grail women and family members, may Almighty GOD take 
good care of you all at this time of Natural Disasters. The Angels are close by when we call 
upon them for protection. We are with you in prayers. We pray for GOD’s BLESSINGS & 
PROTECTION upon each one of you. Psalms; 91. Love & Peace.  

Wed 10/31/2012 9:58 AM from Mary Omedo in the Netherlands:  I wish you people 
strength to overcome the problems that Hurricane Sandy brings along.   

Wed, 10/31/2012 9:23 AM from Perpetua Otieno of Kenya: We join our sisters in 
prayers and may the almighty be praised. 
 

Wed, 10/31/2012 5:48 PM from Pauline Makwaka of Kenya: Dear Sisters  
May The Almighty God strengthen our sisters in Cornwall and give them courage to move on. 
My son rang me from New York a day ago and informed me about the hurricane and now I hear 
about our Grail sisters in Cornwall. May all of you be covered and protected by the Blood of 
Jesus. We are together in prayers for VICTORY.  
 

Thur, 11/1/ 2012 5:40 AM from Mary Omedo (International Secretariat): Dear Marian 
(Schwab), Thanks for sharing about what happened in Cornwall and the storm situation in 
the US.  It must be quite scary but what can one do about the natural calamities!  We keep 
praying with and for those who are affected and also praying that the storm calms down. 
 Snowing in October is also something really worrying.  So early, the effects of the changing 
weather! I am glad to know that no one was hurt during the fire incident at Cornwall.  Let 
me hope that the damage will be repaired fast enough before the real winter comes. It is 
also getting winter here though sometimes we still experience beautiful sunny days though 
cold!   
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Left to right: Brigitte Stark-Merklein, Mary Kay Louchart, Sharon Joslyn, Laura Kaplan, 
Joy Garland. 

Birthdays and Remarkable Women 
Laura Kaplan 

On Friday, October 5th, Joy 
Garland, Mary Kay Louchart, 
Sharon Joslyn, Brigitte Stark-
Merklein and I attended a 
powerful talk at the Church 
Center for the United Nations 
sponsored by United Methodist 
Women, Mercy International, 
the Loretto Community, 
Feminist Task Force-Global 
Campaign Against Poverty/ 
Equipo Del Trabajo Feminista 

del Llamado Global a la Accion 
en Contra de la Pobreza, and the 
International Grail.  
 
The talk was given by Monica Maher's friend, Nelly del Cid, who is Director of Mercy 
Dreamweavers in San Pedro Sula, Honduras and an active member of Women in 
Resistance, a branch of the Honduran Resistance Movement. Her talk was ably moderated 
and translated by Carol Barton. Nelly and others from Dreamweavers press for greater 
rights for women and are essential advocates for changes in Honduras. Nelly presented on 
Honduras and  Central America’s political situation, the status of women & the role of 
transnational corporations in the use of Honduran natural resources. She had some 
horrifying and hopeful things to tell us about post-coup Honduras. 
 
After the talk, Joy, Mary Kay, Sharon, Brigitte and Laura all went out to a restaurant to 
celebrate Mary Kay's and Brigitte's birthdays. We had a great time! (See picture). 
 

“A Heart that is Big and Strong: Struggle and Hope in Honduras” Nelly Del Cid 

Notes From Her Presentation At The Church Center For The United Nations 

October 5, 2012 

Nelly Del Cid gave a sobering presentation on the reality of life 
for most Honduran citizens since the coup d’etat against 
President Manuel Zelaya in June 2009.  She filled in many 
details of the situation that have not filtered up to us here in 
the United States. 

A few months ago it made news when a boat was bombed by 
an airplane and two fishermen were killed, including a man 
and a pregnant woman.  It turns out that there were two US 
advisors from the DEA on board the plane and they claimed 
that the bombing was an accident.  What Nelly said was really 
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behind the bombing was an attempt to intimidate the indigenous Mezquita population as 
people in power want to dispossess them from their land because oil has been discovered 
in the region.  

Nelly alerted us to a new Pentagon initiative called Central America Regional Security 
Initiative (CARSI). An offer of $3 billion from the International Monetary Fund and the 
Inter-American Development Bank is being made. The CARSI proposal includes aid for 
military and police throughout the region. Part of the proposal also includes privatizing 
Honduran prisons and allowing transnational capital to invest in them. 

This proposal casts a light on why prisons have been burning down in Honduras with 
hundreds of prisoners inside. More than 300 prisoners died in a jail in Comayagua. The 
authorities say that the fire was started by a cigarette, but families of the prisoners don’t 
agree with this. They say that this would have been impossible to cause a fire of that 
magnitude. Besides, the authorities didn’t let inmates leave as the prison was burning. 

The whole country is militarized now. Armed forces are in the streets. This is high risk for 
the people because military are not trained for public security. Recently, a 15-year-old who 
couldn’t stop his motorcycle at a checkpoint was shot and killed. Their presence causes the 
population to be struck by fear whenever they see them. The military strikes down any 
social mobilization. In Colón province, the militarization is to protect the property of Miguel 
Facussé, a major landowner and drug dealer. When peasants tried to mobilize to reclaim 
their land, they were repressed. The military had high-powered weapons to intimidate 
peasants when they retook land. 

Nelly asked rhetorically, “Where are these arms coming from in a country where people are 
dying of hunger?” 

Environment 

Mining has left intense contamination of water with lead and cyanide. Children are 
suffering the consequences when they drink the contaminated water. Whole areas have 
been deforested.  

Before the coup, there was a strong social movement to protect local populations and there 
were environmental protection laws being considered by the government. The coup 
stopped the process. Without consulting the local population, the government is planning a 
new law that would legalize open-pit mining, including mountaintop removal, removing 
trees, forests and everything else. These mines would be in the whole country, not just 
southern provinces. There is so much corruption in the country that there is no way they 
will control foreign companies. The only hope is that after the coup, the population began 
to organize as a social movement, and it has grown in a massive way. This means there has 
been more repression as well and it’s happening in very remote communities where 
political murders of organizers are not readily recognized.  

Hydroelectric power is also being privatized. There is a new law – framework for waters. It 
says the state can give rivers to transnationals for so-called “green power.” There’s nothing 
green about it. They’re doing this without any environmental impact studies. Dams are 
being built for hydroelectric power, which will worsen people’s living conditions.  
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The Coup 

It is a lie that the coup was because Zelaya wanted to stay in power. It was to consolidate 
US power in the region and the interests of the ruling families. Education, health care, land 
– everything has deteriorated since the coup. There is a denial of basic human rights. We’ve 
also seen an increase of drug trafficking in urban areas and fights for territory in urban 
areas. People have become slaves. They must pay protection money to drug gangs in poor 
neighborhoods. It’s hard for people to make small businesses because these businesses are 
taxed by the drug gangs also. Young children are being used as killers in these drug wars. 
There are no options for poor youth. It’s very similar to what’s happened in Colombia.  

Tejedores de Suenos - Dreamweavers - is a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy. We work for 
justice and environmental sustainability and empowerment of women. We build links with 
other women’s groups in Honduras. We’ve worked with people who come out of conflict 
zones. How do I work with my own internal violence and thereafter work for nonviolence 
in the world? We work with personal healing of internalized violence within the context of 
a sick society that we also need to heal. We work on cases of extreme violence against 
women. We pressure attorneys general to investigate cases of femicide. The whole justice 
system in the country is a shambles, so we don’t expect anything from it. But we want our 
mobilizing to be a model for the rest of the population. We stimulate the dream that we 
want to see for the country; we discuss what we dream about.  Regaining power must come 
from mobilizing communities from below. Interests of big transnational capital does not 
care about people. Mobilization must be on a worldwide level. 

The churches have all been co-opted. Cardinal Rodriguez said in his last homily that they 
have to vote for the government’s party and mentioned names – directly before the 
primaries! Evangelical Protestant leaders were completely allied with coup leaders. There 
are grassroots church organizations, Catholic and Protestant. There is a fear that electoral 
tribunal, the one that put President Sosa in place, wouldn’t let Xiomara Zelaya, the wife of 
the deposed president, in. Nonetheless, we don’t hold out much hope if Xiomara Zelaya 
wins because the real power doesn’t lie in the government. Zelaya made only very small 
steps and that was enough to get him overthrown. We can’t put our faith in the state.  

Protection of nature and resources is part of human rights agenda. The biggest call is from 
Mother Earth for a call for action. They’re planning an alternate women’s tribunal to put 
the government on trial. It allows the women who participate to understand the legal 
processes; it becomes an empowerment process. 

During her tour through the US, Nelly del Cid also spoke in Cincinnati and stayed at Grailville. 
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Grailville: What’s Happening! 
A Very Abbreviated Version of Grailville’s Quarterly Report to the Council 

 
Grailville is going through a series of assessments and evaluations, aimed creating a vision 
and a plan for the future. Director Becky Hill has put forth a few ideas, in hopes that it will 
create a place for people to start talking: “Is this what we want to be in 2030?” “If so, what 
would need to happen?”  “Where is there support for this?”  Feedback is always 
appreciated… 

Vision for Grailville 2030: 
 Grailville is a major source of Locally Grown Food for this region, including 

organic production and training.                        
 Grailville’s buildings are models of Green Renovation, including training & 

consultation. 
 Grailville is powered by Renewable Energy Sources that also serve the extended 

community. 
 Grailville is a Center of Spiritual Renewal/Educational Training for the region. 
 Grailville is a major player in Community Resilience/Sustainability Modeling in 

this region. 
 
A staff Buildings Group has formed and begun meeting regularly, sharing assumptions, 
experience and perspective on Grailville’s buildings. The Dining Room situation has been 
the impetus, but the need for a comprehensive plan keeps arising. We would like to be 
operating out of an overall plan for the future that sets priorities. That kind of master 
planning and that work will be a major focus for 2013.  So far we’ve agreed to look 
primarily at Hodie, the House of Joy, the Dining Room and the Oratory as targets for Green 
Renovation (investing in them for the long-haul).  More to come!  
 
Outreach and Volunteer Engagement 

Grailville has had great success recently with its outreach and partnerships, including the 
Awakening the Dreamer program attended by about 75 people, and Farm-to-Fork, an 
enhanced Sunday Supper honoring women farmers, which sold out, exceeding our dreams. 
We’ve begun to embrace more fully the concept of volunteer development, exploring how 
other land or farm-based places use volunteers, and working with volunteers from large 
groups (high school, college) to individuals.  
 
Retreat Center and Buildings 

Antioch University-Midwest has chosen Grailville for the residency portion of its graduate 
program in conflict resolution and leadership development and Nina Naberhaus did 
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yeoman’s work to land the contract.  In August, they brought 65 students and faculty for the 
first of multiple annual visits – they’ll be back in January, April and August (and for years 
after, we hope). In the interest of keeping Antioch for the long-term, we agreed to let them 
use part of the downstairs of the Caravansary for storage, between the library and coffee 
area and bathrooms, including building, at their own expense, floor-to-ceiling walls. We 
moved the sink to the room with the coffee area and took the opportunity to put in actual 
cabinets and a counter-top, which had been donated previously by Beth Murphy. It’s truly 
an improvement to the building and will make a much more useful and beautiful space.   
 
Al Lade has installed a new, quieter whole-house attic fan in Benedicite and completed the 
structural repair of the back stairs in the House of Joy. We also installed key locks in Hodie 
and Benedicite, purchased locking cabinets for the Ark, Tidings and Joy, and got wireless 
internet installed in the Caravansary and St. Brigid’s (all required for the Antioch contract).  
And new beds/mattresses for all of Hodie were delivered on Halloween! 
 
Programs 

In addition to the Farm-to-Fork program which was featured in the October Gumbo, we 
also had a Sunday Supper focused on sustainable intentional communities, Community of 
Life, in July. Another activity coinciding with Farm-to-Fork was the Great Outdoors 
Weekend, with about 130 participants, mostly families with young children who were new 
to Grailville.  The activities included a demonstration of vermicomposting, a children’s 
craft, tours of the kitchen garden, hayrides, and tours of EarthShares CSA garden.   
 
Practice of Poetry activities this quarter have attracted new people to Grailville, while 
continuing to deepen the experience of our long-term participants. This summer we added 
a new retreat in partnership with a local journaling group. It maxed out at 21 (20 had been 
the stated cap). The Summer Rites of Passage Retreat for Girls, co-led by Quanita 
Munday and Amy Tuttle, with administrative and creative writing support from Pauletta 
Hansel, was again a very meaningful experience for the girls and adults involved. The Day 
of Quiet has successfully transitioned into a self-directed retreat in which retreatants have 
the proper balance of self-directed time and planned program – ritual, contemplative art, 
labyrinth walking. Quanita also offered  Nzuzu’s Feminine Wisdom program. Attended 
mostly by Grail members and explorers, it was an excellent opportunity to deepen their 
knowledge of self and each other. This is the first year that the leadership of the annual 
Ama Samy Zen Retreat has been Grailville staff, with Fran Martin’s “retirement,” but Fran 
remained involved in the active group of volunteers helping to plan and execute the retreat.  
Grail member Terri Carter helped to organize a talk on Human Trafficking, a free lecture 
tied to the Grail regional meeting that attracted 25 Grail members and 20 outside guests. 
Our Trails programs will be funded in part by the Ohio Arts Council, supporting three Trail 
Create Days; two sculptures: one by Eagle Scout Kevin Ready with Amy’s assistance and 
one by Amy; two artistic signs: one by Eagle Scout Matt Walsh with Amy’s help and one by 
Amy; two artistic benches, with creation led by Amy, and constructed of natural materials 
with wood from the property, to match the benches on the South Trail. 
 
Other News 

A new website is in the works and we expect it to go live soon. We have hired two new 
staffers: the aforementioned Amy Tuttle, whose Public Ally service to us ended in June, is 
now a part-time Program Associate and Terrie Puckett, the new part-time Program 
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Manager, stepping up to take on overall program planning from Pauletta Hansel. Pauletta 
began her Poet in Residence work teaching at Thomas More College in September, she will 
continue to manage & resource our creative writing programs.  Amy has proven to be 
wonderful asset, building alliances with the Girl Scouts and enlisting scores of volunteers to 
clean up and make art for our trails. Terrie, a Loveland resident, most recently served as 
program manager at the Underground Railroad/Freedom Center in Cincinnati.   
 

This report was compiled by Becky Hill, Beth Barr, Joy France, Morgan Lyn, Bonnie Hendricks 
and Pauletta Hansel 
 

 

The Communion of Saints 

Fall Metanoia September 28-30 at Cornwall 
Carol Siemering 

 

This was the call that went out to potential participants: 

As women committed to producing change – wherever and however – we come from a 

long line of other women who have done very heroic or very humble things that 

influenced our evolution and present identity. All the ones who came before us with the 

same commitment contributed, more or less consciously, to build a world with 

increasing social justice, earth awareness, and changes in many systems of oppression 

and exploitation. These women are the “communion of saints” as theorized by 

Elizabeth Johnson.  We imagine them acting in the world inspired and filled by what 

has been called Sophia, an archetype of spiritual wisdom or soul knowledge  And at the 

same time she is ultimately human, she is vulnerable and imperfect. 

During the retreat we will connect with some of these women of the past and present 

who have been inspiring us, and we will bring them to the forefront of our attention, 

through reflections, role-playing, rituals and community experience. 

Each woman was asked to think about a  saint, a woman who inspired her and to whose life 

she aspired.  They were asked to bring some object that might represent a memento of her. 

Seventeen women came together, each with her “sister saint.” Those saints included the 

likes of Eleanor Roosevelt, Grail sisters alive and Grail sisters gone before us,  Simone de 

Beauvoir,  Jane Addams, mothers and other female relatives, Rosa Luxemburg, two 

canonized saints (both named Theresa), Julian of Norwich, Marianne Williamson, Deborah 

of the Old Testament and more. Some women brought more than one saint, so there were 

always at least 34 saints sitting together in the living room (and yes, I am assuming that all 

those Grail sisters are saints themselves)! On Friday evening we each shared a brief check- 

in about our own lives and introduced the group to our saints as we put the mementos on 

our round table. 
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On Saturday morning we were led in a beautiful guided imagery created by Simonetta 

Romano that had us imagining that we see our saint approaching us. We observe her, we 

note the expression on her face, the way she walks…she sees us, recognizes us as her 

friend, is happy to be with us. We imagine that we talk together. And then, we imagine that 

we become that woman, embody her spirit. We stay there a while. Then we come back to 

the room. We divided into groups of four and still embodying our saint, shared a bit about 

ourselves, our lives, our hopes, our struggles with the saints with whom we sat.  

That afternoon, we had some time to go off individually and have a heart-to-heart 

conversation with our saint, an opportunity to share our concerns, ask our questions, be 

with her and therefore ourselves even more deeply. Then we came together as a group to 

share our insights and reflections with Debra Lambo facilitating.  

After a lovely agape meal, we gathered in the living room to participate in a “ceilidh” 

(pronounced ˈkā-lē), a traditional Gaelic social gathering that includes songs and dancing 

and storytelling. We enjoyed participating in all three and if you speak to anyone who was 

there…ask them about “grandma.”  

Sunday morning, we gathered in the Dining Room. Sitting in the group of four we had 

shared with on Saturday, each group was given four pieces of paper that fit like a jigsaw 

puzzle on a large cardboard rectangle. As we worked in silence, with fabric, crayons, 

construction paper, scissors and glue, 

we each created on our piece of paper 

an image that symbolized what we had 

experienced from our saint at this 

Metanoia. The four pieces were glued 

together and we proceeded with them 

into the living room where we had our 

final ritual representing in a small but 

concrete way “the communion of 

saints.” They were placed around the 

same table that had the symbols and 

mementos of our saints. We shared in a 

ritual which included the reading from 

Wisdom (see inset) which had been 

read twice before in soul moments. We 

blessed of each other as sister saints 

and our work in transforming the 

world, and prayed a beautiful litany by 

Ann Heidkamp which was actually 

included in Elizabeth Johnson’s book 

and ended with a rousing chorus of 
Photo by Carrie Bowling 
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“When the Saints Go Marching In,” with verses 

reflecting our vision of transforming the world as 

Grail. 

After the ritual, Debra led us in our sharing of what 

this Metanoia had been for us and for the Grail and 

what emerged for us to consider as a theme for 

our next gathering in the spring. Stay tuned!  

We are so grateful to Lucy Jones and Ceci Figueroa 
(and their participant assistants) for their 
outstanding culinary gifts of which we were the 
lucky recipients! 
 
This Metanoia was prepared and facilitated by 
Debra Lambo, Simonetta Romano, and myself. I 
would like to share, besides the result of that 
collaboration above, a piece from an email that 
Debra sent to Simonetta and me and with which we 
heartily agreed. I include this to encourage you all 
the next time you are asked if you might want to 
collaborate with other Grail women.  

“For years I have been trying to understand how 
the word ‘spirituality’ relates to me and my life, I 
have had a sense of it but unable to talk about it. 
The experience of creating a Metanoia weekend, 
sharing my passion for ideas and how these 
ideas relate to my vision for the Grail; to be in 
the presence of true listeners, listeners who 
then can take my words, think and process them 
as these ideas relate to their own experience 
and then to use them to create a process that 
included all the wonderful creative works from 
each of you.  

“This to me was a spiritual process, the give and 
take, the being known and knowing the other. 
As Carol said at the end of our conversation—to 
"fall in love" with each other. Who can ask for 
anything more!  So I thank you both and I look 
forward to other such shared experiences on 
our travels with the Grail.” 

Wisdom 7:22-30 

 22 for wisdom, the fashioner of all things, 

taught me.  

There is in her a spirit that is intelligent, 

holy, unique, manifold, subtle, mobile, 

clear, unpolluted, distinct, invulnerable, 

loving the good, keen, irresistible,  

23beneficent, humane, steadfast, sure, 

free from anxiety, all-powerful, 

overseeing all, and penetrating through all 

spirits that are intelligent, pure, and 

altogether subtle.  

24 For wisdom is more mobile than any 

motion; because of her pureness she 

pervades and penetrates all things.  

25 For she is a breath of the power of God, 

and a pure emanation of the glory of the 

Almighty; therefore nothing defiled gains 

entrance into her.  

26 For she is a reflection of eternal light, a 

spotless mirror of the working of God, and 

an image of his goodness.  

27 Although she is but one, she can do all 

things, and while remaining in herself, she 

renews all things; in every generation she 

passes into holy souls and makes them 

friends of God, and prophets;  

28 for God loves nothing so much as the 

person who lives with wisdom.  

29 She is more beautiful than the sun, and 

excels every constellation of the stars. 
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Trina Paulus and Emily Thomas at Emily’s house. 
Photo by Carrie Bowling. 

The Grail in the Northeast: My 

Introduction 
Carrie Bowling, Membership and Outreach Coordinator 

 
In my relatively new role as Membership and Outreach Coordinator for the Grail, I 

recently took a whirlwind trip to New York City, Boston and Cornwall-on-Hudson.  Carol 

Siemering picked me up at the Boston airport so we wouldn’t be late to Renee Wormack-

Keels’ home for the regional circle meeting. We were greeted with smiling faces, sunshine 

and peach sangria. It was a great start! 

On this trip I wanted to learn and experience as much as I could about The Grail and 

its members and I wanted to hear about outreach and membership enrichment issues. 

Renee suggested the need for The Grail to expand its outreach to become a more diverse 

organization; Pam Cobey and other members thought it was important for circles to focus 

on following up with new women who attend their meetings, and the importance of 

technology as a tool for outreach. I talked one-on-one with Katie Sellers, who has a lot of 

enthusiasm for bringing young women to The Grail. She said it might be helpful to have a 

“speaker’s bureau” made up of Grail members as a means to do outreach.  

A few days later, Joy Garland was waiting for me at the bus stop in Manhattan. We 

had lunch at a little Belgian café around the corner from her apartment. The rush of people 

and traffic passed us by as we became acquainted. Joy wants more outreach to outlying 

Grail members. She believes keeping in touch with these women will maintain and 

strengthen the sense of community within The Grail.  

That evening, after a wonderful dinner with Brigitte Stark-Merklein, Lillian Wall, 

Joy Garland, and Judith Cox, Jackie DiSalvo picked 

me up and took me to her apartment in Brooklyn. The 

next day Jackie took me on a tour around Brooklyn 

and Manhattan. We stopped for lunch at a yummy 

Indian restaurant in the East Village and then on over 

to an Italian pastry shop where I picked up an éclair 

and a cannoli. I couldn’t resist! Later that evening, I 

went to Emily Thomas’ home for a gathering where 

Trina Paulus brought me a signed copy of her book, 

Hope for the Flowers.   

For the next leg of my journey, I rode the train 

to The Grail Center at Cornwall. What a beautiful 

sight! The golden, orange, and red trees were 

everywhere. When I arrived, I was greeted with 

hearty sandwiches for lunch, which I quickly gobbled 

up. Afterwards, I sipped tea with Lucy Jones and 

Linda Kolts as we stuffed newsletters. I felt right at 

home. 

The following day, everyone helped prepare 
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The view from Renee Wormack-Keels house. Photo by Carrie Bowling. 

for the upcoming dinner meeting. 

Lucy made a Pakistani dish in honor 

of Malala Yousufzai, the young 

Afghan woman who was recently 

shot by the Taliban. Throughout the 

day, we talked about better ways to 

reach young women. Cindy Cheyne 

believes that Twitter will be a very 

good way for younger women to 

not only engage with The Grail, but 

to see what it is. Sharon Thomson 

reminded everyone that as The 

Grail reaches out to young women 

we must not forget the history of 

The Grail, and the importance of 

language, images, and symbols. Lucy suggested The Grail needs a directory of members, 

past and present, to both keep the history of The Grail alive and to help members engage 

more at a national level and maintain a sense of community. Simonetta Romano voiced 

the importance of engaging women in Grail programming, but also making sure women 

really connect with The Grail. The Grail must make sure that there is not a generational 

divide, but to continue to build relationships among members.  

After an afternoon of sightseeing with Simonetta, members started filing into the 

Cottage, enjoying wine and appetizers. Natasha Mercado was especially excited to discuss 

outreach ideas. She stressed how social media and phone apps will play a role in reaching 

out to younger women and she volunteered to help. 

The next morning it was back to New York City and to the Bronx Center. That 

evening, I attended the Politics and Spirituality meeting where there were lots of new 

people to meet and issues to discuss. Carol Barton, Carol Skyrm, Judith Cox, Lillian Wall, 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein, and Sharon Josyln along with Explorers Laura Paskell-Brown, 

Tegan Rein, a friend of Tegan’s and I all sat tightly around Emily Thomas’s dining room 

table, enjoying food and discussion. Emily spoke about how members in areas that haven’t 

been engaging in outreach could simply invite people over for dinner, and create their own 

Grail circles. This really got the ball rolling on discussion. How do we engage or reach out to 

younger women? What are the implications of doing this outreach?  How will we follow up?  

Laura said to her the Grail is a place where you can be your whole self. Not your just 

your political side, or spiritual side, but everything that you are as a human being. This 

makes The Grail unique and appealing to women of all ages. Carol Barton realized that as 

we bring a new generation of women to The Grail, that her generation will need to step up 

to help mentor this new generation, just as the generation before had done this for her.  

It was both an exciting and challenging realization. And a fitting end to an 

energizing, thought-provoking trip. Thanks to everyone for your hospitality and especially 

those who handled me on the days I was overly tired!  I look forward to seeing you all 

again. 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/malala-yousufzai-pakistani-girl-killed-taliban-rushed-uk/story?id=17479249
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Grail Birthdays: October & November 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

NOVEMBER   

4 Marcia Bedard 
7 Maclovia Rodriguez 
7 Mary Gindhart 
9 Mary Therese Coyle 
9 Jenna Messier 
14 Josephine Drabek 
17 Alice Drefchinski 
17 Linda Kolts 
18 Rose Mae Broussard 
19 Elizabeth Heidler 
21 Maria Sanchez 
28 Carol Webb 
29 Margaret Bruck 

 

DECEMBER   

4 Beth Wasmer 
5 Mary Kay Delgado 
8 Helen Culleton 
11 Penny Carr 
12 Jay Williams 
13 Viola Lafosse 
13 elmira Nazombe 
14 Gail Malley 
18 Mary Divito 
19 Joyce Minkler 
19 Julia Almaguer 
22 Jean Wilson 
22 Lea Grundy 
28 Bethann Witcher Cottrell 
29 Taya Doro-Mitchell 
29 Carol Nosko 
29 Nancy Richardson 
30 Patricia Dillon 
 

Mary Gindhart reports: “On September 23, we celebrated the birthdays of  (above, left to right) 
Duanne Welsch, Teresa Wilson, Audrey Sorrento and Peg Linnehan and had a nice sharing 
on the Autumnal Equinox. Nancy Traer had a birthday too but she was away.” 
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MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrr   GGGiiivvviiinnnggg   tttooo   TTThhheee   GGGrrraaaiiilll...   WWWhhhyyy???   
 

What makes The Grail special? 
Relationships with like-minded women 
Years of irreplaceable history together 
Shared values 
Immeasurable love 
An appreciation of the spiritual realm in our lives 
A commitment to the world 
A calling to live in harmony with the earth, to seek justice, to celebrate life 

 

How do we live The Grail? 
In our values 
In our work 
In our relationships 
In our priorities 
In our commitments 

 

What do I give to The Grail? 
My time 
My gifts 
My heart 

 

What does The Grail give to me? 
Lifelong friends 
Sisters 
Partners in struggle 
A touchstone 
Shelter from the storm 
Context 
Understanding 

 

What does the Grail need from me? 
Time – to reach out to others, to support our vision of world 
transformation 
Wisdom – experience, understanding, action 
Financial support – to ensure that our work continues 

PPPllleeeaaassseee   mmmaaakkkeee   yyyooouuurrr   aaannnnnnuuuaaalll   gggiiifffttt   tttooo   TTThhheee   GGGrrraaaiiilll   bbbyyy   DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr   333111,,,   222000111222   
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Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Carol Barton 

Wendy Bayer 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Margaret Bruck 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Teresa Carter 

Emilia Charbonneau 

Cynthia Cheyne 

Ruth Chisholm 

Brigitte Cicero 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Jeanne Daniher 

Theresa Dardar 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Kate Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Mary Divito 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Claudia Gras 

Lea Grundy 

Jody Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Mary Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Bonnie Hendricks 

Cherie Holman 

Anne Hurley 

Kathi Hurley 

Kay King Jakob 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Janet Kalven 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Linda Kolts 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Maureen Laflin 

Viola Lafosse 

Debra Lambo 

Lyllis Ling 

Peg Linnehan 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Gail Malley 

Judy Markle 

Frances Martin 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Frances McLaughlin 

Priscilla Mechana 

Anne Mercier 

Joyce Minkler 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Nina Naberhaus 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Shirley Piazza 

Rita Ponessa 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen Schaeffler 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Patricia St. Onge 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Marjourie Toups 

Nancy Traer 

Roberta Trombly 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Jay Williams 

Jean Wilson 

Teresa Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

  

Grail Member Giving, January 1- October 31, 2012 

159 Grail members have contributed $93,075.36 thus far this year. Thank you! 

64% of Members 
54% of Emerita members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs                  $4,004.50  
Cornwall General Fund    $10,538.00  
Grailville General Fund    $13,537.00  
National General Fund    $48,482.81  
Special Projects    $20,517.55 


