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Our Grail and the importance of your contribution 
By Terri Carter 

 
Surely most of us have come across our favorite PBS or NPR programming during a 
scheduled fund drive.  The premise is simple: you listen or you watch, you enjoy, you 
benefit, you should support.   None of us can argue with their logic. 
 
Unlike these well-respected nonprofit broadcasting organizations, the Grail does NOT 
produce award winning radio shows, nor do we film breathtaking nature programming.  
However ~ What our Grail does do is reach out into the world, aiming to improve the lives 
of all by working for social justice.  We strive to achieve sustainability in our lives and 
environment.  We encourage and support women’s creativity as a way to grow and express 
ourselves.   We support and celebrate each person’s spiritual path. That’s surely worth 
supporting, right? 
 
There are a few reasons why NPR and PBS are so successful with their fund-raising.  One is 
their ongoing fund drives – we as listeners/viewers receive frequent reminders of the part 
we play in keeping these stations on the air.  Secondly, there are many giving options 
available.  Some members are yearly contributors – they wait for the renewal mailing to 
arrive as their annual reminder.  Others, perhaps the techies, prefer to text their 
contributions.  Then there are the sustaining contributors, those members who authorize 
monthly or annual contributions to be made via credit card or checking account.   
 
Personally, I handle 
my NPR, PBS and 
Grail giving all the 
same – I have a 
specified amount 
added to my credit 
card each month for 
each; this is my 
budgeted giving.  I 
like that I don’t have 
to worry about 
remembering my 
annual giving date; 
it’s automatically 
handled for me.  
The stations and the 
Grail like it because 
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they have a contribution they can count on receiving each month. 
 

This is a very important issue within the Grail. 
Our U.S. Grail giving has decreased from 2008 to 2012, 

which is not a sustainable trend. 
 
We all must look at why we joined the Grail, what it means to us and how we can support it 
in every way.  Each of us have our own Grail work, we are the face of the Grail in the world 
and this work is what helps us make the world a better place.  We also have made a 
promise to financially support the Grail, be it a little or be it a lot, the amount is a personal 
decision.  Rest assured, each contribution makes a big difference.  It’s the combined 
strength of us all that will allow us to go into the future strong as we continue our mission. 
 
So which appeals to you?  Is it an annual contribution?  A sustaining monthly gift?  Perhaps 
a quarterly schedule works best for you?  The way you give is not nearly as important as 
the fact that you do!  Please give this real and serious consideration, prayer and reflection - 
then take the next step. 
 
Shortly, you will receive your annual giving reminder from the national office.  There will 
be no interruption of scheduled programming, no countdown to our fundraising goals.  
There will be you, your thoughts and your contribution form.   
 
How much should you give? There is no minimum. Your gift should reflect the value you 
place on The Grail in your life. Your contributions help to ensure the future of this 
movement.  Please give what works for you and your personal finances and then enjoy the 
knowledge that you have made a difference and fulfilled your part in keeping our Grail 
viable, sustainable and very much alive. 

 
 

Who’s Your Council? 
Introducing (or illuminating!) the members of the 2013 Grail Council 

 

Terri Carter, Loveland, Ohio 
My Grail work actually began long before I met the Grail!  For 
over a decade I have been an active volunteer with L.I.F.E 
(Loveland Inter-Faith Effort) food pantry.  My role there has 
grown to being food drive coordinator, inventory co-manager 
and lead on many days the pantry is open.  I also have served 
on the Giving Shoppe board the last four years.  This Spring we 
are beginning a "how-to" gardening program for our clients!  
Within the Grail, I have served on the Cincinnati regional 
meeting team, the Experiencing the Grail program team and I 
am a mentor. I am also a member of the 2013 National 
Gathering team and the Membership Development and 
Enrichment Team.  I am very excited to be starting my first 
year as a member of the national Grail Council. 
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Kate Devlin, Deerfield, Massachusetts 

I grew up with the Grail, being part of Cornwall programs since I 
was 10. In the last decade, I have gotten more involved in 
committee work, and national and international gatherings. I’ve 
been on the council for the last three years as Treasurer and 
Chair of the Finance Team.  This year, I was re-elected for 
another three-year term and voted by Council to the National 
Leadership Team. I will remain a part of the finance team, have 
also joined the Cornwall Dream Quest circle and the international 
Lien+ network. I am excited about the future of the Grail in the 
U.S. and international exchange. My daily Grail work involves the 
environment (teaching ecology to community college students) 
and helping youth gain access to college. 

 

 

Mary Farrell, Boston, Massachusetts 

I’ve been a Grail member since 1968, with participation 
fluctuating a fair amount over the years.  Currently I am on the 
Council and serve as a member of the National Leadership Team 
and the Finance Team.  In addition I am active on the 
International Grail Finance Team, serve as a Trustee for the Grail 
International’s Capital Foundation, and as the custodian of The 
Grail International’s funds in the United States.  Among the most 
sustaining of my Grail involvements are the Boston Grail group 
and the Metanoia process at Cornwall.  I enjoy meeting Grail 
members and explorers, sharing our concerns and our ideas of 
how to make the Grail better. 

 

 

Mary Gindhart, Claremont, California 

My Grail work is the Empowerment of women spiritually, 
physically, socially, economically, religiously at every stage of life.  I 
am currently on the National Grail Council.  I am active in the Grail 
Link to the United Nations group and go to the Commission on the 
Status of Women meetings each year in March.  I work on the 
International Grail archives team with Loek Goemans from South 
Africa.  I am active in the Pilgrim Place Grail group.  I am looking 
forward to helping the Grail in the U.S. to develop communications 
that will lead to greater consciousness and commitment to our 
mission and the challenges of being a national and international 
women’s movement.   
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Elizabeth Robinson, Loveland, Ohio 

I am Wife, Mother, Artist and Registered Nurse.  This boils down 
to Loving, Creating and Caring for/Serving Others.  I am bound 
and sustained by these and I pursue, exercise and practice them 
consistently.  They are my life work and my Grail work.  An 
extension of these is the honor of serving on the Grail Council for 
the last three years.  I am currently Treasurer and Chair the 
Finance Team. In my Council/Treasurer role, I am committed to 
serving the good of the entire Grail.  I am particularly appreciative 
of the broader Grail perspective being on Council has allowed me.  
It would be true to state however, that as a lifelong Grailville 
neighbor, my heart particularly knows and cherishes Grailville.  
 

 

 

Loretta Rokey, Milford, Ohio 

I first came to know Grailville around 1983-84 following my 
graduation from college.  I was hired to serve as Grailville’s 
Business Manager.  Three years later, Mary Gindhart and I became 
Co-Directors and served together for about three years.  I left 
Grailville to pursue my Master’s in Public Administration in 1990.  
Along the way, I became a Grail member and worked with the 
Grailville advisory group off and on over the last few years.  I 
recently completed my first full year on the Grail Council. I serve 
on the Finance Team and real estate sub-committee.  It has been a 
pleasure. 

 

 

 

Marian Schwab, Hamilton, Ohio 

For the past seven years, I've been the U.S. representative to the 
Grail's International Council (IC).  Last month, 30 of us (IC, the 
International Leadership Team and representatives of 
international teams) gathered in Brazil to follow up from the 
International General Assembly 2011 and prepare for the election 
of a new ILT.  Last year, I joined the International Exchange Team, 
created by the IGA, so work on that new team will keep me busy 
once my term on the IC (and therefore the U.S. Council) ends in 
September. 
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Restorative Justice:  

Healing the Wounds, Restoring Wholeness 
Monica Maher, U.S. Grail member working in Ecuador and Honduras 

 
Restorative Justice is one of two focal points chosen by the Grail Women in the Americas at 
their 2012 meeting in Mexico.  A Restorative Justice team was formed at the meeting, 
including four U.S. Grail members: Laura Kaplan, Maureen Laflin, Quanita Munday and 
myself.  We plan to offer the U.S. Grail an exposure to the concept of Restorative Justice 
through a series of experiential workshops in 2013 and 2014. 
 
The initial workshops will be based on the highly successful Alternatives to Violence 
Project (AVP), founded by the Quakers in 1975 at the request of inmates of Green Haven 
Prison in New York State.  AVP has spread throughout the world since its inception, 
proving effective in such high conflict zones as Indonesia, Rwanda, Kenya and Colombia.  
The International AVP Gathering in Guatemala in 2011 brought together highly 
experienced AVP facilitators from the U.S., Latin America, Africa, Europe and Asia to 
exchange experiences and share strategies.  It was an impressive group of highly motivated 
and creative social leaders who are making a difference in situations of entrenched 
violence.  
 
AVP has existed in Ecuador for more than 10 years and has involved training of community 
leaders in major urban areas as well as in the Amazon and at the Colombian border.  AVP 
began in Honduras in 2010 in response to the violent political polarization created by the 
June 2009 military coup.  Currently, I work with AVP in both settings, with a particular 
focus on trauma healing. 
 
We will be offering a series of weekend workshops in AVP methodologies for U.S. Grail 
members, explorers and friends entitled, “Healing the Wounds, Restoring Wholeness.”   The 
series will include the basic workshop followed by the trauma healing workshop; the first 
will be a prerequisite for second.  
 
The first workshop will be offered for Grail members, explorers and friends at  Cornwall 
June 7-9, 2013.  The trainers will include Monica Maher, U.S. Grail member living in 
Ecuador, and Tiffany Curtis, Grail explorer living in Boston.  We hope to offer the same 
training in November shortly before the National Gathering.  Stay tuned: we will confirm 
the dates of the Ohio training soon.   
 
The first training, “Healing the Wounds, Restoring Wholeness I” will be highly participatory 
and provide a safe space of mutual respect to develop skills in: 
 

o Affirming oneself and others 
o Communicating non-violently 
o Creating a sense of community 
o Collaborating effectively and joyfully 
o Transforming Conflict  
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Participants will gain new awareness about themselves, their gifts and their capacities to 
transform personal/social wounds and restore wholeness. The methodology allows for 
bonding and healing through group exercises, play and laughter.   
 
The second workshop on trauma healing addresses unhealed loss and grief.  It will be 
scheduled based on the availability of participants in the first workshop.   
 
We look forward to introducing Grail members, explorers and friends to this powerful 
methodology which has been so successful throughout the world in promoting community, 
creativity and personal/social healing.  

Registration for “Healing the Wounds, Restoring Wholeness I” is being managed by Cari 
Brehse at the Grail’s national office.  A flier and registration form will be sent out shortly 
and will be posted on the Grail’s webpage.  If you have questions, please contact any of the 
organizers – Laura Kaplan (laurakaplan@igc.com), Maureen Laflin 
(mlaflin@uidaho.edu), Monica Maher (monicam675@aol.com), or Quanita Munday 
(qmunday@hotmail.com).  We look forward to seeing you at one of the workshops.  
 

 

Dream Quest Weekend at Cornwall,  

January 11-13, 2013 
Carol Siemering 

A call went out in November for a two-year discernment process for considering the future 
of Cornwall, a process called a Dream Quest, an opportunity to engage in the visioning of 
what Cornwall might become. This 
is how Sharon Thomson put it in 
her request to those who might join 
in that journey, “Our starting point 
will be Listening—to the Spirit, to 
the Land, to the Dwellings, and to 
Each Other—as in deep prayer and 
meditation we open ourselves to 
God’s call. We have no ideas or 
preconceived notions about what 
the outcome might be. Rather, we 
are trusting ourselves to the 
Wisdom of the Spirit from whom all 
good things come.” 

Grail members were invited to 
engage by coming to Cornwall and 
joining the quest or by becoming 
part of the Circle of Prayer that 
would hold this work and those 
working in their hearts and spirits. 

mailto:laurakaplan@igc.com
mailto:mlaflin@uidaho.edu
mailto:monicam675@aol.com
mailto:qmunday@hotmail.com
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Eighteen Grail women gathered together on Friday evening, January 11, knowing that more 
than fifty individuals as far away as Findhorn, Scotland held us in their prayers.  

In her summary of the weekend for the participants, Simonetta Romano describes the 
process in this way: 

The Dream Quest process for our first gathering was designed in order to provide a safe 
and nurturing space for: 

 
- Letting go of previous individual agendas/ideas on what Cornwall should be in the 

future; 

- Inviting the group to enter, as much as possible, into a collective, egoless, non-

rational space, a spiritual realm free from fears and interfering thoughts, a place of 

“presence;” 

- Allowing for deep listening and seeing what is obscured and suffocated by the 

constant buzzing of our limited minds in our daily life. We wanted to be able to see 

what is here, and to hear the voices of the place, the land, the Spirit, the collective 

consciousness and unconsciousness as they have been created by the ancestors as 

well as the women living in the present; 

- Collecting the “dreams” – night dreams, day dreams, visions, intuitions, images – 

sharing them, and looking for how they might integrate into a larger picture, a 

collective dream.  

In order to manifest those intentions, the planning team (Sharon Thomson, Lucy Jones 
and Simonetta Romano) offered a series of prayer, meditation, and ritual activities 
meant to move our attention from the perception of the ordinary to a more mysterious 
and extraordinary level of reality. 

 
On Friday evening, we began with a brief sharing of what “dreaming” meant to each one of 
us. We were invited into that sphere of deep listening by engaging in silence that would 
begin at the end of that evening’s ritual and continue until the Closing Ritual on Saturday 
afternoon. As Simonetta puts it in her summary:  
 

Silence was the basic underlying structure for the weekend, so as not to distract the 
mind and body and soul from the task of the quest. We were aware of our limitations 
but counted on the spirit of the group for starting a two-year quest on the right path: 
spiritual discernment is not achieved through debates and discussions – although at 
times those are useful too – but through deep listening, and giving ourselves to the 
unknown, that which is beyond us. Silence, the stopping of the chatting mind to make 
space for a deeper connection with what is ‘within us, yet beyond us,’ was what we 
committed to for a day. 

 
For that evening’s ritual we were invited to write our present dreams for Cornwall on a 
piece of paper, fold them, and put them in a ceramic Grail Cup which had a cover. We each 
lit a candle to symbolize our commitment to the process and the group. The cup and the 
candles would stay on the ritual table throughout the weekend. We were introduced to the 
antiphon, “Now Sophia, dream the vision, share the wisdom dwelling deep within,” which 
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we sang again and again in the three days we were together. We called on our Ancestors 
and Elders, acknowledging the generosity of their gifts to us and asking them to stay with 
us in this process, and were sent off with an invitation to be open to the quest, to the 
dreams that would come.  

After another ritual on Saturday morning, we moved out of the prayer room to sit quietly, 
to walk the land, to listen in silence, to journal, to dream the dream. When we gathered 
Saturday afternoon we shared our dreams, our visions our “awakenings.” Everything from 
the dreams (in all their complexity and refusal to be rational) we actually had the night 
before, to a feminist Tarot reading for the future of Cornwall, to drawings, to two separate 
women who walked the land: one who found a hoe in the shape of a heart and one who 
found a wire sticking out of the snow and fashioned it into a heart, and more.  

What follows are some portions from each of the themes that seemed to have emerged 
from these very diverse sharings, as described in Simonetta’s summary: 

Seeds of contemplation and transformation: 
Our home in Cornwall manifests what Grail spirituality is about: “emptying ourselves 
and receiving abundance,” “slowing down and noticing, looking at the small and little 
things. There is a truth and beauty that this place holds…” 
 
The male, the Animus: 
Images of boys and men appeared in the dreams of some of us. Men as allies. Is there 
something we need to learn about male energy? Or some connections that need to be 
activated?  Is this an internal or external connection? 
 
Past and present – Loss and grieving:   
There is a lot of shared pain in seeing that the women who preceded us, and nurtured 
us, are now diminished in their bodies, and are not here any longer or are just 
beginning their way to old age.  

We have to be present in the present, so that we can think about the future.  We need 
to listen to the old stories and honor them as our inheritance, and for the wisdom that 
they can teach us, but we need to ground our feet in the present. 

Money and the spirituality of money:   
“True spirituality will never be able to be marketed for money.”  How do we keep our 
integrity and make the money we need for sustaining this place?  
 
Humor:  
The coyotes howling through the night, the “Magician,” the “Trickster,” the unexpected 
bursting of fire and the laughter that followed, “irreverent-reverent laughter,” invite us 
to “have fun, take the task seriously but not ourselves.”  
 
Yearning and fear:  
Our longing for transformation can find obstacles in our desire for immediate actions 
or fear of being lost and failing. “What we want the most is what we fear the most.” 
Faith is the bridge between yearning and fear. 
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Saturday afternoon ended with a ritual where we each considered what we might bring to 
the process, to those folded-up dreams that still sat in the ceramic Grail Cup surrounded by 
the candles we had lit on Friday evening. Those who felt called to continue in a 
commitment to meetings and work on the Dream Quest journey over the next two were 
blessed and commissioned by the others to be a part of the Committed Core Circle. After 
the ritual, we broke silence, had dinner together and had an evening of sharing the history 
of Cornwall and our own histories at Cornwall. 

On Sunday morning, the Committed Core met to consider our next steps in this process. We 
were keenly aware that this was just the beginning of the journey. We considered the 
elements of the creative process: Stillness, Connection, Action, Results and how it was not 
linear experience but rather a spiral. We acknowledged that this journey may indeed be a 
spiral journey. The planning team who volunteered to help us consider the next part of it 
are Kate Twohy, Carol Skyrm, Carolyn Vadala, Kathi Hurley, Beth Rosen and Lucy 
Jones.  The next Dream Quest gathering will be June 21-23. 

This prayer from Pierre Teilhard de Chardin which was read during the weekend truly 
speaks to the spirit of this weekend and the journey going forward. 

Patient Trust 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 

 to reach the end without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being on the way to 
something 

 unknown, something new. 

And yet it is the law of all progress 

that it is made by passing through 

 some stages of instability— 

and that it may take a very long time. 

And so I think it is with you; 

your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 

Don’t try to force them on, 

as though you could be today what time 

(that is to say, grace and circumstances 

acting on your own good will) 

will make of you tomorrow. 

Only God could say what this new spirit 

gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 

that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 

in suspense and incomplete. 

—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ 
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In Loving Memory: 

 Julie Sharpe 
Nancy Hennessy Cooney and Others 

 

Juliana McKay Sharpe, 87, longtime member of the Grail died peacefully January 22 surrounded by 
family and friends at a Chicago hospice. When they finished praying the "Our Father," Julie took a 
deep breath and was gone.  
 
Ten years ago, Julie was hit by a truck sustaining permanent injuries. Her daughter Kathy, (a Grail 
Explorer) and son-in-law George took her into their home and provided loving care. She never 
complained. She enjoyed visits from her women’s group even though she could not fully respond. 
Visitors said they were blessed to be in her presence. 
 
Julie met the Grail in 1951 and was very active in the Grail in Chicago in the mid-1960s, organizing 
meetings, bringing in speakers and reaching out to schools and colleges across the region. A gifted 
educator, Julie taught English at Olive-Harvey College for 25 years. She volunteered for SW Chicago 
PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter), which provides services to homeless people, and 
"Samaritans" suicide hotline. Midlife, she earned MS degrees in English and Theater. A Grailville 
friend was birth-mother to one of two children adopted with her late husband, Jack Sharpe. 
 
Julie was a member of the Grail Women with Children Network and co-authored with Nancy 
Cooney the Grail publication, Together In Prayer, a collection of prayers from Grail women around 
the world. She is survived by her children Kathy Sharpe and Jim Sharpe, three grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 
 
A Mass of the Resurrection on Tuesday, January 29 at Christ King Church in Chicago was celebrated 
by Julie's cousin, Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, bishop of the Diocese of Peoria. 

I remember Julie in her brightness. 
Trina Paulus 

We have another Grail sister in heaven. 
I loved Julie Sharpe. She brought so 

much good to Chicago, to Grailville, and 
to our whole world. Thank you for 

sending this message about her 
passing—with flying colors!  

 
Ellen Duell 

You can send condolences to: 
Ms. Kathy Sharpe 
401 Illinois Road 
Frankfurt, IL 60423 or by 
email: thebeetlelady@hotmail.com 

I remember Julie well from the days when we 

lived in Waukegan, IL (close to Chicago). 

When my daughter Jeanne was born, Julie 

was part of the Chicago Grail group that 

celebrated with me and reassured me, a 

scared new mom, that "all will be well." I 

wish the same for Julie and her family. 

Joyce Minkler May she rest in peace.  

Jodine Grundy 

mailto:thebeetlelady@hotmail.com
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Dear Nancy, 

I was really saddened to hear this news. I was so personally inspired 

by Julie's commitment and work with the Grail Women With 

Children Network (GWWC). It was really due to the work of Julie, 

Grace Lamb, Mary Oto, and yourself :) that I came to see that my 

vocation as a mother could be a transformative work with global 

impact. She encouraged us to present at the International 

Conference on Mothering and to meet and write about our 

experiences as well as share with our Grail sisters internationally 

about our experience with mothering. A rewarding moment for me 

personally was representing the Network at the International 

Network Forum in South Africa. I still treasure the conversation with 

other Grail mothers at that forum ,with women from every 

continent. 

 

Julie was a kind, affirming and generous spirit in our midst. I 

regret that her accident and frailty prevented her from full 

participation in the Grail these past years and it is unfortunate that 

more recent generations of Grail members did not have the 

opportunity to know her. I came across some materials from GWWC 

the other day and had the opportunity to appreciate again the 

import of that work and send a silent prayer of gratitude to you all. 

 

Thank you for sharing this news with us. It’s a great loss but she is 

finally free. 

 

I know you are grieving the loss of a good friend. Know that you 

and Julie's family are in my prayers. 

 

Maureen Tate 

 

 

Frances Kern Crotty 
 

Long-time Grail friend Frances Kern Crotty, of Cincinnati, died 
January 13, 2013. Frances was a member of the Grail Women’s 
Task Force and as a member of the staff of the Cincinnati 
branch of Children's Creative Response to Conflict, she co-
authored a book A Year of SCRC: 35 Experiential Workshops. She 
is survived by five children and two grandchildren.  Services 
were held January 19 in Anderson Township.  
 



Gumbo 2-2013  Page 12 
 

The Grail in the United States 

Tribute To Eileen Schaeffler 
By Raymonde Martineau, Secretary General of UFER 

 
Editor’s note: This tribute was first published in the UFER News 02, the December 2012 
newsletter of the International Movement for Fraternal Union Among Races and Peoples. 

 
Eileen Schaeffler, a life-long militant for human rights and a former representative of UFER at the 
United Nations in New York, left this world on 4 August, 2012, at the age of 85. Eileen was born in 
New York, on 3rd June 1927. She joined the Grail movement in 1946. She obtained a B.A. degree in 
Social sciences in 1948.  
 
After several years of involvement at community level in Brooklyn and Detroit, she was awarded a 
Fulbright Scholarship grant, in 1955, to study efforts at developing community in Europe. After her 
return to U.S.A, Eileen held various functions within the Grail. In 1967, she became International 
president. Based in Paris during her four-year mandate, she traveled around the world.  
 
When she returned to the United States, in 1972, she started working with the non-governmental 
community at the United Nations in New York as representative of UFER. She worked especially on 
issues concerning South Africa and decolonization in Southern Africa. This is when I got to know 
Eileen, being myself UFER representative at the United Nations in Geneva, from 1973 to 1975. We 
exchanged reports and communications across the ocean and met for the first time at an UFER 
meeting in Paris, in 1974. We were on the same wave-length. She was very dedicated to UFER and 
believed in the mission of the organization.  
 
From 1978 to 1981, she worked as an administrator in the Women’s Bureau at the U.S. Department 
of Labor in Chicago, because, as she said, “I wanted to become involved in the struggles of my own 
country”. In her work, she paid particular attention to black household workers and Native 
American women. She left this job because she could not cope for long with a huge bureaucracy. She 
also managed to complete a master’s degree in International Relations. She then went to work as 
Special Assistant to the president of the Pontifical Mission for Palestine.  
 
From 1984 to 1987, she worked as a liaison officer with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
the Division for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations. We were colleagues again, since I had 
joined the United Nations as Liaison Officer with NGOs in Geneva, in 1976. We met on various 
occasions and spent time together in New York and Geneva, when our work brought us on the other 
side of the ocean.  
 
Eileen retired in 1987 and resumed her work as UFER representative in New York till her health 
forced her to withdraw from active life.  
 
Eileen was totally dedicated to the promotion of human rights, justice and dialogue between men 
and women from various social, religious, ethnical and cultural backgrounds. She worked all her life 
towards, understanding, peace and reconciliation. She was politically aware, socially concerned and 
a real humanist. Anna Boekstegen, former president of UFER, sent this testimony: “She was such a 
generous, dedicated person, concerned about women and open to international justice and peace 
issues.” Thank you, Eileen, for what you have been. You were an inspiration to all of us. 
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Picture:Twelve Dear and Wonderful Northern California Grail Women (top row, left to 
right): Monica Thyberg, Kit Culleton, Sharon Wood, Rosa Ruiz, Liz Jones, Hermine Glaser, 
Susan Becker (Bottom row, left to right) Mary Gindhart, Lea Grundy, Ria de Groot, Rosa 
Hinojos, and Emmy Normandin 

The Grail in Northern California 
Ria DeGroot 

Northern ("Northern" includes 
Central and the Central Coast of 
California) California Grail Sisters 
met in Lea Grundy's sun-filled 
Berkeley living room with multi-
colored tulips on the table on 
Saturday January 26, 2013. It felt 
like a reunion since we hadn't 
seen each other since our last 
gathering in January, 2012. We 
gathered, shared a meditation 
time, updated each other on our 
lives, bravely answered the four 
"Grail Questions," listened to 
Mary Gindhart's presentation 
on Grail national news, made 
sure we tasted every item on the 
potluck table, viewed Hermine 
Glaser's lovely slide show of her 
"Journey to Bhutan," and closed 
the day with reflections, personally  
written poetry and inspirational passages. Altogether a day filled with abundance.  

The Grail in Honduras 
Monica Maher 

On January 7, I led an "Introduction to Grail" meeting for four community leaders in San Pedro Sula, 
Honduras. They were all very 
interested to continue. What 
struck them most was the 
spiritual diversity component 
of the Grail vision; no such 
open women's group exists in 
Honduras. Most are active in 
restorative justice as 
workshop trainers. Among 
them is Nelly del Cid who 
visited Grailville this fall. We 
have invited several more 
women leaders to the next 
meeting scheduled for Friday, 
February 22. At right is a 
picture, complete with the 
Grail cup, which they said is 
already a symbol they use in 
their spiritual retreats. 
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Grail Birthdays: February & March 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 
 

FEBRUARY   
3 Mary Ellen Clifford 
5 Mary Heidkamp 
6 Rosa Ruiz 
8 Florence Marquez 
13 Yvie Renda 
15 Deborah Sullivan 
16 Mpanda Kalala 
18 Mary Ann McCarthy 
18 Jane Bergquist 
20 Mary Ellen Camele 
21 Miriam Hill 
23 Laura Kaplan 
25 Dorothy Rasenberger 
26 Jackie DiSalvo 

MARCH   
3 Rosa De Jesus Contreras 
2 Mary O'Brien 
4 Ruth Vargas 
5 Carolyn Gratton 
6 Mindy Burger 
7 Angele Coyle Smith 
7 Mary Hughes 

 
7 Claudia Yamasue 
8 Nancy Cooney 
9 Loretta Rokey 
10 Mary Farrell 
16 Patricia St. Onge 
18 Anne Hurley 
18 Judy Alves 
20 Maureen Tate 
20 Teresa Carter 
21 Maureen Laflin 
22 Sharon Wood 
24 Ruth Gallant 
24 Rose Mary Clark 
24 Nina Naberhaus 
25 Ann Marie Czyzewski 
26 Lenie Schaareman 
26 Wendy Budzynski 
27 Debora Schak 
27 Ellen Duell 
27 Jeanne Heiberg 
28 Ann Heidkamp 
31 Carol Siemering 
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Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Mary Lou Armas 

Joyce Asfour 

Carol Barton 

Wendy Bayer 

Shirley Beaupre 

Susan Becker 

Marcia Bedard 

Virginia Bergfalk 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Margaret Bruck 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mindy  Burger 

Margarita Cabrera 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Teresa Carter 

Gabriella Chapman 

Emilia Charbonneau 

Cynthia Cheyne 

Ruth Chisholm 

Brigitte Cicero 

Rose Mary Clark 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Dottie Cortez 

Judith Cox 

Marguerite Coyle 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Jeanne Daniher 

Theresa Dardar 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Judith Defour-Howard 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Catherine Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 

Ivette Diaz 

Patricia Dillon 

Jackie DiSalvo 

Mary Divito 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 

Magda Durante 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Kathleen Fisher 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Hermine Glaser 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Claudia Gras 

Lea Grundy 

Jody Grundy 

Terri Guest 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Diana Hayes 

Frances Hebert 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Mary Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Bonnie Hendricks 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

T. Rose Holdcraft 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Mary Hughes 

Kathi Hurley 

Anne Hurley 

Kay King Jakob 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Mpanda Kalala 

Janet Kalven 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Jean Kearns 

Renee Keels 

Linda Kolts 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Maureen Laflin 

Viola Lafosse 

Mary Lu Lageman 

Debra Lambo 

Carol  Leopold 

Lyllis Ling 

Peg Linnehan 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 

Marian Lucas 

Monica Maher 

Gail Malley 

Judy Markle 

Terry Marshall 

Frances Martin 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Frances McLaughlin 

Priscilla Mechana 

Natasha Mercado 

Anne Mercier 

Joyce Minkler 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Megan Monteleone-Morrison 

Rose Morin 

Quanita Munday 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Nina Naberhaus 

elmira nazombe 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Trina Paulus 

Shirley Piazza 

Rita Ponessa 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen  Schaeffler 

Debora Schak 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Kathleen Sellers 

Jada Semidey-Green 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Emily Snyder 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Brigitte Stark-

Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily  Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana (Mary Ann)  

    Tikalsky 

Marjourie Toups 

Nancy Traer 

Roberta Trombly 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Barbara Waldron 

Beth Wasmer 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Carol White 

Francine Wickes 

Jay Williams 

Teresa Wilson 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

Mary Lou Ziga 

 

 

Final Report: Grail Member Giving,  

January 1through December 31, 2012 
210 Grail members have contributed $146,827.75 this year. Thank you!  

173 Members (89%) 
37 Emerita members (61%) 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs      $4,506.50  
Cornwall General Fund    $21,916.00 
Grailville General Fund    $27,129.00 
National General Fund    $75,101.81 
Special Projects    $22,680.94 


