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An Explanation Of Our Voting Process On The 

Grailville Future Ballot 
Sally Timmel, Co-Chair 

Grailville Implementation Committee 

“The perfect is the enemy of the good” 
 
A few members have been asking why we put out a ballot on the possible sale of 
parcels of Grailville land over the Thanksgiving holidays. Not all of us have been 
able to follow the many announcements and materials sent out since the 2014 
General Assembly (GA), so for some it might feel like a push.  

Two of the potential buyers selected by the Grailville Future Committee last spring 
had time constraints on their ability to perform. These are the Trust for Public 
Land (TPL), which would facilitate the sale of the eastern woodlands to the 
Clermont County Parks District, and Turner Farms. 

In order to submit an application for parkland and agricultural easements on the 
property, the Grail needed to have a decision to TPL by the first week of December 
at the very latest. Submission deadline to the State of Ohio for funding for the 
easement is February 6, 2016, and the final appraisal, surveys and applications for 
those parcels must be completed in this very short timeframe or the Grail will have 
to wait until 2017 to move forward. 

At the same time, if the Grail had decided to sell a parcel to them, Turner Farms 
needed time to prepare the agricultural land during the winter months for spring 
planting. They have been waiting for nearly a year to be able to begin their work 
while we have been working through our process.  

The Council also decided that the Grail needed a 
National Meeting to discuss all of the seven options 
for sale of the parcels before putting out a ballot. The 
earliest time available for the meeting was the end of 
October. For those who could not attend the National 
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Meeting, a packet of discussion materials was sent out to regional groups. As a 
result of input from both the national and regional meetings, the boundaries of the 
parcel that might be sold to Turner Farms was changed to retain more land for 
Grail ownership. A ballot was developed and put out in record time.  

Although it included a holiday, the two weeks we had to look at the actual ballot 
and decide our vote was equivalent to having the polling places open for a two- 
week long election day. It also allowed time for dealing with email, snail mail, lost 
ballots, etc.  

It is our hope that members understand that this is a balancing act that takes not 
only sensitivity and trade-offs to all of the parties involved, but also awareness that 
the Council and the Implementation Committee do have their eyes on the devils in 
the details.  

This process is reminding me of a phrase that Anne Hope uses a lot when we go 
round and round on an issue: “The perfect is the enemy of the good.” What she says 
this means is that if we only aim for the ‘perfect,’ we may miss out on what would 
have been good. My take on this is “who decides what is ‘perfect?’ ” So we move 
along, trusting that somewhere along the line, this will work out.  

 

The Grail at the UN Climate Meeting in Paris 
Kate Devlin 

Kate Devlin, Sibongele Mtungwa and Thando Nzimande of South Africa are representing 
the Grail at COP21 (shorthand for the United Nations 21st Conference of the Parties – the 
countries that have signed up to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change). Kate posted versions of the following dispatches on the Grail listserv. 

 
PARIS, December 2 – Hello and greetings from Paris and the COP21 meeting! 
 
We are staying in a suburb of Paris, Gentilly, with a friend of Maria Carlos Ramos, 
International Leadership Team (ILT) member. He is a wonderful parish priest and 
serves an immigrant community. We are communicating using a smattering of 
English, Portuguese and French. To get to the conference, we take the train up to Le 
Bourget where the meeting is taking place; along the way we pass the Stade de 
France station, the station for the stadium where some of the terror attacks 
happened on November 13. The people traveling on the train are quiet and 
courteous with each other – even when the lines are long and you have to wait 
(although everyone did get a little impatient and pushy tonight getting on the 
shuttle buses while leaving the meeting after a long day of information and sensory 
overload!!) There are police and military everywhere. Yet we are all gathering for 
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the purpose of sharing ideas and 
experiences.   We have to go through a 
security screening before entering the 
meeting pavilion – much like the 
airport with x-ray scanners and metal 
detectors. But once inside we are free 
to move about. Although the meeting 
officially began yesterday with all the 

heads of state speaking in the formal sessions, today was the first day the Climate 
Generations Pavilion was open to the public. This is where there are many side 
events, presentations, workshops, exhibits and forums.  
 
Today the focus of the side events was on Farming and Forests. I went to several 
panel discussions. There were two that impressed me most – one was given by the 
Sarayaku, the People of the Jaguar who live in the forests of Ecuador. They have 
united together to bring a proposal to COP21 and the world – a "transformative 
vision that seeks to allow a shift in understanding of the natural world." They want 
everyone to value the "equilibrium of the spaces that give life." They have taken the 
government of Ecuador to international court because of the exploitation of their 
land – there was exploration for oil done on the land of the Sarayaku and the first 
that the people heard of it was when the military and the scientists showed up with 
explosives, big machinery and equipment. They came to COP21 to express the need 
for an alternative proposal, to shift the consciousness of everyone, so that we 
recognize the heritage of their sacred lands which are full of biodiversity and 
should remain free from exploitation from mining, logging and all other extraction. 
Their objective is acceptance and legal recognition, a new category of protection 
for their lands and the natural world. They spoke of the whole world of beings that 
inhabit the forest and the earth. We may not be able to see those beings, but their 
medicine people are in communication with them and those beings help to hold the 
world in balance. We upset that balance when we destroy the forest and fail to 
conserve the living systems of the planet they want to save for the future 
generations. They are a fierce, serious people who also have a sense of humor. 
They need to be heard. They are fighting to save their world, which, in fact is our 
world, too. 
 
Another panel I heard was sponsored by: www.fastfortheclimate.org and was titled 
"Working Across Civil Society: Hunger, Faith and Climate.” One of the speakers, Yeb 
Saño, is profiled on the DemocracyNow.org website, “Philippines' Former Climate 
Negotiator Yeb Saño's 900 Mile Pilgrimage to Paris Summit Ends with Fast.” 
 

http://www.fastfortheclimate.org/
http://www.democracynow.org/2015/12/1/philippines_former_climate_negotiator_yeb_sano
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He is someone who has worked as a negotiator and he talked about his pilgrimage 
to Paris being not just a pilgrimage to Paris, but through Paris – because we must 
push beyond what ever agreement or non-agreement comes from these talks. He 
said we must work together, "Solidarity is not an option, it is our only chance to 
find a solution." The speakers on the panel were asked to end with one word to 
encourage everyone going forward and they said: 
 

 Courage 
 Compassion  
 Involvement  
 Mindfulness 
 Metanoia  

 
Good words to keep in mind as we move forward.  
 
PARIS, December 2 – It has been another full day today at COP21. I am sure that 
there is a lot of information available on line through Democracy Now or the UN 
website which is broadcasting the main talks. We continue to attend the side 
events. Today during two of the sessions I attended, we stood for a moment of 
silence to remember the victims of the 11/13 Paris attacks. And then the work and 
dialogues continued. 
  
Today, the focus of the 
side events was on water 
in the environment and 
how to mitigate and 
adapt to the changes that 
we will have to face with 
climate change. A few 
points/topics stuck out to 
me: "bio-inspiration" – 
we need to learn from the 
resilience of natural 
environments...and the 
fact that we are talking 
about trying to keep the 
temperature of the earth 
from not rising about 
two degrees Celsius. In 
much of the Global 
South, two degrees will 

Sibongele Mtungwa and Thando Nzimande of South Africa with Kate Devlin, 
between side sessions at the UN climate meetings 

http://www.democracynow.org/
http://unfccc6.meta-fusion.com/cop21/
http://unfccc6.meta-fusion.com/cop21/
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be an absolute nightmare – it's unlivable. We need to democratize the 
conversation. For example, there are no youth involved in national decisions but 
they are the ones who will have to pay for all our mistakes. How do we make them 
a crucial part of our conversation? Who designs the solutions? And how do we 
work accountability into the discussion? Once we have figured out how to hold 
people accountable, then we can look for solutions – but be aware that the solution 
for one person may be a death sentence for another. This was from a presentation 
by Sanjeev Kumar, Founder of the Change Partnership, in a panel on "The 
Sustainable Transition We Want," sponsored by the Jean Jaures Foundation. 
 
Other quotes from the opening session this morning: 

1. The impacts of climate change are most often felt through changes in water. 
2. Failure to address the relationship between water and climate puts our 

future in jeopardy. 
3. Water is a connector, not a sector, and it offers solutions. 

These are key messages from the French water partnership—there is more 
information to this of course, but the key messages are clear. 

 

On my way to Africa 
Martha Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp and Ann Heidkamp are visiting Uganda and 
Tanzania to participate in nucleus dedications in both countries. Martha 
posted the following on the Cincinnati region listserv on November 27. 

I leave in a couple hours, still trying to tie up some loose ends…Last weekend, as if I 

had all the time in the world, I created a fold-over card to bring greetings from the 

Grail in the USA to the Grail women in Uganda and Tanzania making their nucleus 

dedications. I have attached a flat version, showing the cover, which combines 

Lebe Robinson’s “Pentecost” and the text of the antiphon “The Spirit of our God 

has filled the whole earth,” and the inside text.  The bottom portion of the inside is 

left open for greetings, prayers and signatures. The people gathered on 

Thanksgiving at Pneuma served as representatives of all of us, as we passed the 

cards around. Very soon these women will become “real” to me, rather than just 

names on paper. 

 

My sister, Ann and I start our African adventure with a five-day photo safari in the 

Serengeti area of northwestern Tanzania. We fly to Uganda on the evening of 



Gumbo 12-2015  Page 6 

 The Grail in the United States 

Thursday, December 3. The program 

starts in Kampala that evening and 

culminates with Rose Nayiga’s 

dedication celebration in Masaka on 

December 8. 

After a few days to travel between 

countries, we begin again in Kisekibaha 

on Saturday, December 12 and 

culminate with the dedications 

celebrated on Thursday, December 17. I 

arrive back in Cincinnati late on 

December 19. Please keep all of those 

attending these reflective and festive 

formation programs in your thoughts 

and prayers, that they may be fruitful for 

each of us individually and for the Grail 

as a whole.   

 

 

G rail Birthdays: December – January 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

December 

4 Beth Wasmer 
5 Marie Therese McDermit 
5 Mary Kay Delgado 
8 Helen Culleton 
13 Viola La Fosse 
13 elmira Nazombe 
14 Gail Malley 
18 Mary DiVito 
19 Joyce Minkler 
19 Pamela Hall 
19 Julia Almaguer 
22 Jean Wilson 

22  Lea Grundy 
29 Taya Doro-Mitchell 
29 Carol Nosko 
29 Nancy Richardson 
30 Patricia Dillon 
31 Kathy Hurley 

January 

1 Sue Ann Kraus 
1 Deborah Silvestri 
2 Teagan Blackburn 
4 Kate Twohy 
5 Dottie Cortez 
6 Judith DeFour-Howard 

7 Cherie Holman 
7 Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
8 Patricia Dolan 
9 Judy Markle 
10 Elizabeth Murphy 
11 Elizabeth Rose 
15 Margarita Cabrera 
20 Marjorie Toups 
22 Terry Marshall 
23 Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
28 Kathleen Walzer 
29 Laura Hershberger 
30 Ann Steffy 
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In Loving Memory: Doris Falgner  

August 20, 1926 – November 13, 2015 

Doris Falgner, who met the Grail in high school in 1943 and came to the first Year 

School in 1944, died November 13, 2015. Her beautiful 

funeral, held in the Oratory at Grailville on November 

18, elicited moving memories of a passionate worker 

for justice who shared her commitment to Grail values 

with her 10 children – and with the large families of 

other Grail members who settled in Loveland to be 

near Grailville in the 1950s. She was the elder sister of 

Mary Emma Kuhn, who she once described as “my 

contribution to the Grail…my sister!” Mary Emma met 

the Grail while still in high school, visiting Doris at the 

Year School. Doris later visited the Grail in the Netherlands, Paris, Germany, Rome, 

Tanzania and she and some of her daughters visited Mary Emma in South Africa. 

 

As Martha Heidkamp wrote, “Due to declining health, Doris has not been an active 

participant in the Cincinnati Grail for at least the past 10-15 years, probably longer. 

Even then, because she and John moved to the farm near Blanchester, she was 

always at a distance. However, some will remember Doris and John Falgner as one 

of the vibrant young Grail couples who settled along O’Bannonville Road or on a 

nearby farm. They raised their 10 children along with the families of Mary and Dan 

Kane, Miriam Hill and Vince Hill, Mary and Bill Schickel, Catherine and Jim Shea 

and others. Because they continued farming, as at least one son still does, they 

sometimes hosted international Grail visitors who wanted to see a ‘family farm.’ ” 

 

Doris is also survived by her children, Barbara, John, Susan, Betsy, Tina, Joe, Janet, 

Charles, Helen and Tony, 19 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. Most of her 

children still live in the Blanchester area and beyond, in southwest and central 

Ohio. 

 

Jodine Grundy 

I can visualize her, animated by a lovely gentle spirit that was nonetheless strong 

and tough. May she rest in peace. 
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Marian Ronan 

She'll be missed. It's also important for us to be reminded of the history of the 

families who lived their lives around Grailville. 

 

Ria De Groot 

I remember visiting Doris and John and family while the children were younger 

and the house was abuzz! Always activities, milking the cows, family dogs all 

around and fields wide and far. The boys and girls all helped. Lots of homemade 

goodies and canning going on, too. Quite a farmstead. Doris, always so upbeat, 

seeing the brighter side of life. May she rest from her labors and laugh and rejoice 

with the angels. 

 

 

  

In this photo from  the 1984 celebration of Grailville’s 40
th

 Anniversary, Doris Falgner is the third person from left in the 
front row. And yes, that’s Trina Paulus, first in the row, and Donna Ambrogi to the right of Doris. Who else do you know?  
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Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Gabriella Chapman 
Emilia Charbonneau 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Rose Mary Clark 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Helen Culleton 
Tiffany Curtis 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Maria de Groot 
Dora Delancey 

Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Kate Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary DiVito 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Marian April Goering 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Miriam Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 

 Member Giving: January 1 to November 30, 2015 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 172 107 681 62% $88,776.00 
Emerita 62 24 117 39% $25,307.42   

Grand Totals 234 131 798 56% $114,083.42 

 

Cornwall  $16,582.50 
Grailville  $11,725.00 
National  $56,540.50 
Special Projects  $29,235.42 

Sue Ann Kraus 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Mary Emma Kuhn 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Judith Brown Leigh 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Marian Lucas 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Anne Mercier 
Joyce Minkler 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Emilia Thomas 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Teresa Wilson 
Jean Wilson 
Sharon Wood 
Renee Wormack-Keels 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


