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June 2014 

Welcoming Three New Grail Members 

Tiffany Curtis 
On April 5, the Boston Grail welcomed Tiffany Curtis in a beautiful 

commitment ceremony created by Tiffany with input by other Grail members, 

which included the reading of Ruth Gallant’s “Parable of the Old Woman,” 

singing “Bright Morning Stars” and other wonderful songs and words and 

speaking from our hearts. It was hosted by the ever-hospitable Pam Cobey 

and Beth Rosen with a lovely brunch following the commitment. Tiffany had 

two mentors along the way. Below are their words and hers. 

From Tiffany: I felt called to join The Grail as a symbol of my lifelong commitment 

to women's leadership, politically and spiritually. I am devoted to cultivating and 

supporting women's voices and power in this world, and I see The Grail as an 

intergenerational, global network of strong, wise, spiritual women who share a 

passion for justice, community, creativity, solidarity, and spiritual growth. This 

kind of community of support feels vital to building the kind of world that we 

weaver-women envision—providing each 

of us with the grounding, challenge, and 

love we need to do our work in the world. 

I feel blessed to have the opportunity to 

learn from everyone in The Grail, to have 

spiritual sisters of many generations to 

hold me in love and wisdom.  

I first met The Grail through my dear 

mentor, colleague, friend (and now Grail 

sister) Monica Maher. She invited me to 

an interfaith feminist Seder/Maundy 

Thursday service that Pam Cobey and 

Beth Rosen hosted at their home in Boston 
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in 2010. I remember feeling so moved by the power and beauty of that ritual. I 

later visited the Bronx center with Monica during the UN Commission on the Status 

of Women, where we met many Grail women who had traveled from around the 

world. In 2012 I became an active Explorer in the Boston Grail, and during the past 

few months I served on the spirituality planning committee for the 2014 General 

Assembly. I am excited to see what more will grow from this commitment and 

relationship to The Grail.  

From Monica Maher: In Greek, the name Tiffany means Manifestation of God. As 

Tiffany´s parents welcomed her into the world with joy, choosing this name for her, 

we at the Boston Grail welcomed Tiffany as a vibrant manifestation of the Divine 

Presence among us. She is a sensitive soul, critical thinker, committed social 

activist, disciplined spiritual practitioner and wonderful young woman! I first met 

Tiffany when she was a student at Harvard Divinity School and we have since 

worked together in ministry at the Brighton-Allston Congregational Church in 

Boston, in post-coup human rights trips to Honduras, in Alternatives to Violence 

Project (AVP) workshops (including at the Cornwall Grail) and in indigenous 

communities in Ecuador. Tiffany has strongly supported the start-up of The Grail 

Explorers Group in Ecuador and has visited the Bronx Grail, as well. Tiffany is a 

Standing L to R: Julie-friend of Tiffany, Monica Maher, Pam Cobey, Nellie del Cid Explorer from Honduras, Nancy 
Richardson, Tiffany Curtis, Desiree-friend of Tiffany, T Rose Holdcraft, Rebecca-friend of Tiffany, Katie Sellers, 
Mary Farrell. Kneeling L to R: Carol Siemering, Beth Rosen  
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candidate for ordination in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and has 

completed clinical training in chaplaincy. She currently works in outreach and 

organizing with a Boston-based women’s climate justice startup called Mothers 

Out Front, in addition to offering spiritual accompaniment to young adults serving 

in a yearlong justice/spirituality program. Hers is the beautiful future face of The 

Grail. 

From Nancy Richardson: Although I initially got to know Tiffany when she was a 

student in my "Radicalizing Whiteness" class at Harvard Divinity School, I met her 

"in The Grail" when Monica brought her to a gathering of the Boston Grail. When 

she decided that she wanted to explore making a commitment in The Grail, Pam 

Cobey asked if I would serve as her mentor in that process as Monica was, by that 

time, living and working in Ecuador. It was a privilege for me to do so. As we 

discussed Grail history and current work, I learned that Tiffany had already been 

introduced to both the U.S. and International Grail in many ways. It was clear from 

the beginning that she would bring much to The Grail through her commitments to 

the Grail's vision of women's leadership, spiritual search, and justice. It is a joy to 

welcome her into The Grail.  

Pam Hall and Linda Suter 
On May 18, the Cincinnati Grail gathered at Grailville as Pam Hall and Linda 
Suter made their commitments in The Grail in a ceremony in St. Brigid’s. 

Pam Hall 

From Ginny Deters: Pam Hall began making her many contributions to The Grail 

very soon after the day she discovered us on the website. She brings a wonderful 

fresh energy to The Grail and it has been an honor to be one of her mentors. Pam 

lives in Centerville, Ohio and she is married to Willie who has become one of the 

husband-helpers on our Transition Food Team at Grailville. They have six adult 

children in their blended family. Pam has been involved in a great variety of 

projects and tasks this past year that range from her regular cleanings of the 

Oratory to assisting Marian Schwab with her International work to planting seeds 

in the greenhouse with the Transition Food Group. She is also a hard-working 

member of the Grailville Land Task Force. 

Pam is always eager to ask questions and she readily admits to experiencing 

“growing pains” since she found The Grail. Pam attends the Cincinnati regional 

http://www.disciples.org/
file:///C:/Users/Nwillhelm/Downloads/Mothers%20Out%20Front%20http:/www.mothersoutfront.org
file:///C:/Users/Nwillhelm/Downloads/Mothers%20Out%20Front%20http:/www.mothersoutfront.org
http://www.lifetogethercommunity.org/
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meetings as well as the Dayton Grail meetings. We are all so happy to have her 

“growing” along with us in the many ways that The Grail empowers its members to 

grow. It has been a joy to get to know Pam and I cherish our friendship.  

From Pam: I have been facing writing this bio with trepidation, but now that the 

Gumbo deadline is here, I am forced to put pen to paper. You see, I made my 

commitment to The Grail less than a month ago, and I need to introduce myself to 

those who don’t know me. I am uncomfortable being the center of attention for any 

length of time. Also, I’m unsure what to write, but since this is a bio, or rather an 

auto-bio, it has to be about myself, and I want to give a true picture of myself, and 

what’s important to me. At this stage in my life, at 51, I am all about 

transformation: personally to worldly. At heart, I am a seeker, which is how I found 

The Grail, a year ago last March.  At the time, I thought I was seeking ways to be 

involved with the community and getting out of my increasingly empty nest, as my 

children were growing up and into lives of their own. Recently, I read that seekers 

are looking to find themselves, so they can be grounded and anchored, especially 

during life’s ups and downs. That definition surprised me, and I had to really 

ponder it’s meaning for a while. It hadn’t occurred to me that I was seeking myself.  

I thought I was looking outward, reaching outward, to experience life more fully 

with others. It shocked me to realize that in the process, I was finding myself.  

In my year of exploring The Grail, you have all been my mentors, and I am so 

grateful to all of you for guiding and teaching me in your own ways how you 

experience The Grail. Looking through each of your windows, I have learned that 

The Grail truly is bigger than the sum of its parts. We each bring our own 

perspectives, talents, and gifts, which are then transformed into something quite 

wonderful and overflowing, when combined together. The individual elements are 

forever changed.  I have confided in a few that my exploring process was 

accompanied with growing pains. The Grail for me is not something that I joined; 

it’s something that I became.  

My professional background is in technical writing and marketing.  My husband 

and I have built a successful business selling and servicing large format printers. 

These are the kinds of printers that print posters, building plans, and banners—

anything you need to see printed big. Our company is called Daycad, and we are 

located in Dayton, Ohio. The name of our company is a combination of our 
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 location, Dayton, and “CAD,” which is an acronym for how large format printers 

are used in Computer-Aided Design. We were so happy to help out at Grailville’s 

Local Fest last month by printing some banners and photos for the Transition Food 

Group’s display.  If you were walking the grounds at the recent General Assembly, 

you may have seen some plant signs we printed clipped to the fence of the kitchen 

garden.  

I am really looking forward to contributing more to the work of The Grail.  In 

October, I will be traveling to Golega, Portugal, for two weeks to participate in the 

International Formation Gathering on Prayer. I cannot wait to meet Grail members 

from other countries and learn all about them and what they are doing in the 

world. 

Finding and becoming part of The Grail has been a major blessing in my life, and I 

am so grateful for the friends I’ve made and the work we will do together. Thank 

you, thank you, thank you!  

Linda Suter 

From Linda: I first met The Grail when I attended a book group discussion at 

Grailville.  I enjoyed the discussion and was invited to attend a monthly regional 

meeting at Deborah Sullivan’s home where I had more opportunity to get to know 

Front Row, L to R: Terry Marshall, Claudia Yamasue, Peggy Goederer, Pam Hall, Becky Hill, Mary Lu Lageman, Teresa Chupp, 
Linda Suter, Emily Snyder, Beth Murphy, Julia Almaguer. Back Row: Lenie Schaareman, Jean Wilson, Ginny Deters, Mary Kay 
Delgado, Deborah Sullivan, Terri Carter, Debora Schak, Marian Schwab. 
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some of the remarkable women in this group who were very welcoming and 

accepting.   As I learned more about The Grail by participating in the book group, 

attending monthly regional meetings, becoming an Explorer, and getting to know 

the Grail women individually, I realized I had been searching my whole life for a 

group like this and now I was home.  Reading the Vision and Mission statements of 

the U.S. Grail, I was excited to see that they reflected my values.  Then, when I 

discovered there was the possibility of an International Arts Retreat to be held at 

Grailville, I wanted to help make it happen.  Creativity brings such joy to my life 

that I want to share this with others.   

I want to add my time and talents to all the remarkable women who are helping 

transform the world.  I look forward to deepening my relationships with all the 

diverse, funny and intelligent women in The Grail, helping support them with their 

goals and help make Grailville even more successful as a beacon for women’s 

empowerment. 

Thank you to all of the fabulous women who have been so inclusive and patient as I 

explored The Grail, to Evonne Herkert who kept encouraging me to attend the 

book group, and especially to Deborah who has been a wonderful mentor, friend 

and role model.   

I feel privileged to join this group and look forward to working and playing with all 

of you. 

From Deborah Sullivan: It has been a delight to mentor Linda Suter over these 

many months. Linda is a woman of many talents. She is an activist, an artist, an 

engineer and a gardener extraordinaire! Linda has done everything expected of an 

Explorer and more. In addition to attending gatherings, meetings, and Explorer 

potlucks, she jumped at the opportunity to help put together a Grail International 

Arts Retreat at Grailville in 2015. Linda has a loving heart and a generous spirit and 

I am so pleased to welcome her into The Grail. 
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In Loving Memory: Shirley Beaupre 
June 20, 1927 to May 27, 2014 

Maureen Tate 

The Grail in the U.S. has lost another 
powerful presence. We mourn the death of 
our irreplaceable and irrepressible Grail 
sister, Shirley Beaupre, who died on May 27, 
at 6:30 a.m. at her home in Detroit, Michigan. 
Her funeral was held on Saturday, May 31. 
 
Shirley was fortunate to have attended the 
International 70-100 Meeting at this same 
time last year so there are many in the 
international community who met her at the 
meeting. As a young woman, she served in 
South Africa as a teacher for six years. She 
lived at Grailville in the summers from 1952 
to 1954 and celebrated her commitment in 
The Grail in 1997.  
 
Shirley struggled with many serious health problems in recent years but it never 
seemed to hold her back from the things she was passionate about. Shirley was a 
tireless advocate for the poor in her community. She was active with two 
generations of Catholic Worker houses of hospitality and worked on many issues, 
especially housing and development. She was an enthusiastic follower of 
theologian Thomas Berry, whose work strongly influenced her thinking on 
spirituality and sustainability. She was an unapologetic cheerleader and promoter 
of The Grail wherever she went. She encouraged and actively supported the 
participation of several young women in the Grail’s delegation to the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women in recent years. 
 
Grail member Lucy Jones expressed 
so well the feelings of many who are 
grieving Shirley’s death, ”The gates 
of heaven are rattling!  Thanks be to 
God for the presence of Shirley 
Beaupre on this earth.  May her path 
be smooth and our memory of her 
witness continue to inspire strength 
in our mission and vision!” 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Who could forget dear Shirley? Anyone who 
was in the same room with Shirley at one of 
our Grail meetings would see such a vibrant, 
loving, friendly person. You will be missed 
among us, Shirley, but now you are 
experiencing fulfillment of life in a very special 
way. May you rest in Peace.  
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Mary Therese Coyle 
Her last days were filled by loving visits from 
family and friends and calls from 
companions on the journey. The Michigan 
Grail met at her home on Mother's Day. At 
this time she shared her ideas on the 
General Assembly for Ann Steffy to bring to 
the gathering. I was able to share messages 
that were sent over the internet one day 
while visiting at the same time as Anne 
Mercier. The three of us met at the 
University of Detroit in the 50's and 
reminisced about using "Restore the 
Sunday" and "Love, the Chief Instrument" 
(Grailville publications) as our discussion 
guides. Shirley led an intense life and 
leaves an abundant legacy.  

Diana Hayes 
Oh, the wave of powerful, 
dynamic, and loving women 
that are ascending to heaven; 
it will never be the same: 
Janet, Shirley, and Maya 
Angelou. My thoughts and 
prayers are with her family 
but I know she is already busy 
at the work of the kingdom! 

Alexa Kane  
I first met Shirley at the Detroit Grail 
center (Gateway) in 1953, I believe. She 
was a powerful person and worked hard 
at whatever she did. I didn't get to know 
her a lot, then I moved to Philadelphia 
to the Center there. A few years later, 
while on a mountain walk in Basutoland 
(now Lesotho), there she was sitting on 
a mountain side eating lunch. I couldn't 
believe it! My eyes almost popped out 
with surprise. By then we had a few 
children. Many years later we met again 
in Philadelphia at the Grail center; we 
have renewed our friendship many 
times since then. She and our son, 
Terry, share the same disease “Neurofi-
bromatosis.” Our friendship grew over 
the years; I shall miss her very much. 
She has been an inspiration for me in 
accepting what God gives you to carry. 
May she rest in peace. 

Helen Adler 
Shirley and I met via telephone about five 
years ago, Philadelphia to Detroit. We bonded 
by mutual love and influence of the Catholic 
Worker Movement. Meetings in both cities; 
possibly before our "Grail" lives. Her active 
work in parish and community in later years 
won many awards in community organizing. 
This was another "connection" in our 
conversations. 

During long hospital stays, she revealed deep 
faith and courage. She inspired the "weak-
kneed" folks.  

Her energy came through in our conver-
sations...always positive and down to earth!  
I will miss her. 

Jody Grundy 
I thought the same thing. 
May their great winds create 
an upward heavenly draft 
for all if us. R.I.P. Shirley 

Kate Devlin 
I am so glad that Shirley was 
surrounded by the love and support of 
all. Thank you to all who could be 
there. I will miss her presence, her 
humor, and her absolute dedication to 
the work of the Grail. 
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Fran Martin 
Many years ago, while 
visiting Shirley in Detroit, I 
became very aware that she 
'got things done' and 
revived the large 
neighborhood where she 
lived. She had an inner drive 
that was visible! 
 
Thank you Shirley! 

Karen O’Brien 
Shirley was one of the first women to welcome me to the Grail—being 
from my former neighborhood in southwest Detroit, we hooked up with 
Mary Therese Coyle for lunch very shortly after I moved back to the 
Midwest. Of course, Shirley was on fire in terms of recommending the 
Grail! 

Shirley was always an inspiration to me and encouraged me to "choose 
life" to its fullest. I will miss her, and I am grateful to all the Grail 
women who accompanied Shirley during her last days with us and 
made her feel more comfortable and loved. 

Laura Kaplan 
Shirley was one of a kind. She 
lived and demonstrated true 
Christianity through her life of 
charity, generosity, love and 
friendship to all, especially the 
poor and dispossessed. I feel 
privileged to have known her and 
I will miss her very much. 

We are sorry for the death of Shirley. Even 
though many of us didn't know her, we can 
imagine how difficult must be the loss of 
someone who makes "the gates of Heaven 
rattle!" 
 
We join you all in prayers! Receive our love, 
 
The Grail in Brazil 
Nádia Villefort 

Our life here is just a way to where our souls 
are to be and celebrate with our Creator the 
beauty of life. Shirley Beaupre is now at her 
everlasting home. 
We join all our sisters in the USA to pray and 
thank God for the life of Shirley in their 
movement as well as the Grail all over the 
world. May her soul rest in peace. Amen! 

Margarita Shirima 
For the Grail in Tanzania 

Our deepest condolences. May the angels and saints in heaven welcome 
our dear sister as she finds abode in God's loving embrace! 

Christine Garinganao  
Grail in the Philippines 
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You, who have loved me,  

Do not look on the life I finalized 

But on the one I started! 

Augustinus 

May 30, 2014   
 

Shirley Beaupre has gone home – was allowed 

to fall asleep, was called to let the burden 

she carried for so long, fall and was invited 

to experience the fullness of life and love in 

the face of the LORD.  
 

What a gift to get to know her still during 

the 70/100 meeting in 2013 in Milford, to 

have a face to the name, to remember the 

traces of joy and love she contributed and to 

hear in the obituary how transparent she was 

for the goodness of God within the Grail 

community. Reason for a deep joy as much as 

source of sorrow! She is not anymore where 

we are—but present where we remember 

her.  
 

With you, we thank the Creator who made 

her so gracefully and gave her to us in the 

Grail—with you we mourn for the loss and 

pray for fulfilment for her and for us.  

Christa Werner 
on behalf of the Grail in Germany 

Vivian Corres 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen!!!!!!! 

I met Shirley at my first Easter-at-
Grailville, not quite twenty years 
ago. I met many others, there too--
it seemed like a Family Reunion. 
But Shirley left a wonderful 
impression on me then--and my 
love and respect for her has grown 
and grown along these years. 

Blessings on you Shirley, and 
Blessings on all of us who mourn!! 

Dear Sisters, 
It is so sad that every day since the year started the Grail has to go through such a painful 
experience losing our beloved ones unexpectedly. I am personally touched when I learn 
that the people who part from us are among the very first people who contributed so 
much towards the growth of the Grail and served the community with full commitment 
and dedication. 
Let us believe that God has a special place for them in heaven than on earth. We join the 
family, friends and the Grail in the U.S. to mourn and pray for her soul that it will find 
eternal rest and happiness. Strength, hope and courage for all our Grail sisters in the U.S. 
as they prepare for our sister's send off. Pole sana. [Very Sorry] 
Sarah Mabanja, for Grail Kenya.  
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Janet as a young woman 

In Loving Memory: Janet Kalven 
May 21, 1913 to April 24, 2014 

The following is an abridged version of an obituary by Marian April Goering. The 
complete version, along with a homily given by feminist theologian Mary E. Hunt at Janet’s 
funeral, June 1, 2014, can be found on The Grail’s website. 

Janet Kalven said she never planned to live to be 100 years 
old – she just woke up one morning and it had happened. 
She passed away peacefully a few weeks before her 101st  
birthday after a short illness. Janet herself was a short 
woman, but with her death, a tall tree has fallen. 

Born to Rose Nathan and Harry Kalven, Sr., in Chicago, 
Janet grew up in a Jewish family of German and Russian 
heritage. Naturally curious and energetic, Janet learned 
knitting from her beloved grandmother Fannie, followed 
major league baseball with her younger brother Harry, and 
excelled in school, graduating as valedictorian of her class. 

After high school, she enrolled in the University of Chicago, becoming one of the 
first students and later a teaching assistant in the “Great Books” curriculum 
pioneered by philosopher Mortimer Adler and university president Robert 
Hutchins.  

Searching for direction and challenge in her life, Janet found little meaning in the 
secular Judaism of her upbringing . Reading the “Great Books,” engaging in 
intellectual exchange, and meeting people of faith both challenged and drew her 
and, in 1937, Janet became a Catholic.  

In 1941, Janet met Lydwine van Kersbergen and Joan Overboss, two Dutch Grail 
members who had come to the Chicago area from Holland to start The Grail in the 
US. Janet was immediately drawn to the Grail message that women are important, 
that together women can change the world. Janet left the University of Chicago in 
1942 and joined the Grail community in Libertyville, Illinois; in 1944, she became 
one of the founding members of Grailville. She developed programs and trained 
young women in Christian values and leadership; served on the staff of the Year 
School; and from 1964 to 1967, she managed international education programs for 
the Grail International Secretariat in Paris. 

Through the 1940s and 50s, traditional Catholic teachings and cultural stereotypes 
informed her perspective on women, so Janet taught that women are the heart of 
the home, making their contributions through service to others. In the mid- and 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Janet-Kalven-1913-2014-Marian-April-Goering-PDF.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Janet-Kalven-homily-by-Mary-E-Hunt-PDF.pdf


Gumbo 6-2014  Page 12 

The Grail in the United States 

Janet Kalven,  blowing out candles on her 100
th

 birthday cake. 

late 1960s, she began to question this view and came to the conviction that women 
must look to their own life experiences to find their passions and develop their 
talents. From the late 1960s through the 1970s, Janet served on the staff of 
Semester at Grailville (SAG), an experiential education program for college women, 
where she encouraged students to pursue their own learning goals and stretch 
themselves in new directions. 

In 1971, Janet earned a master’s degree in adult education from Boston University. 
She continued to work at Grailville on the Women’s Task Force, sponsoring 
programs on women’s leadership and spirituality. She invited noted women 
theologians – Rosemary Radford Ruether, Judith Plaskow, Nelle Morton, Anne 
McGrew Bennett, and Elisabeth Schuessler Fiorenza – to meet, dialogue, teach, 
worship, and invigorate one another. These gatherings served as a major catalyst 
for feminist theology reflection. The Seminary Quarter at Grailville gave a whole 
generation of women concerned with theology and religious life a feminist start, 
and the Women’s Spirit Bonding Conference in 1982 shaped discourse in the field 
for decades. From 1972 to 1986, Janet also served as Associate Director of the Self-
Directed Learning Program at the University of Dayton.  

Throughout her life, Janet read prodigiously and widely, with bookshelves in every 
room and stacks of reading material on virtually any flat surface. She wrote 
regularly, co-authoring and co-editing several books: Value-Based Teaching Skills; 
Your Daughters Shall Prophesy: Feminist Alternatives in Theological Education; 
Women’s Spirit Bonding; and With Both Eyes Open: Seeing Beyond Gender. Well into 
her 70s, as a participant in Women Writing for a Change, a Cincinnati organization 
for writers of all experience levels, she shared with other women chapters of a new 
book, Women Breaking Boundaries, A Grail Journey, 1940-1995.  

In 1990, Janet was inducted 
into the Ohio Women’s Hall of 
Fame for her contributions to 
the empowerment of women. 
In 2003, she received one of 
the first Enduring Spirit 
Awards from Muse, the 
Cincinnati women’s choir, to 
recognize her work for 
women, social justice, and the 
greater Cincinnati 
community. 

Hardly slowing down as she 
aged, Janet survived two 
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cancer surgeries. She supported efforts to help women, serving on community 
boards including the Women’s Research and Development Center that rehabbed 
two run-down Cincinnati school buildings to become affordable and accessible 
housing communities for women, eventually moving into one of the condos, a 
converted sixth-grade classroom. Janet enjoyed travel, went for occasional cruises, 
and visited friends around the country, often to attend a conference, support a 
cause, or participate in a march. Although she had stopped driving in her early 90s, 
she lived independently until she was 98 years old. As her frailty and forgetfulness 
increased, she accepted the advice of Grail friends to move into an assisted living 
facility and made the transition with grace. 

By happenstance, Janet’s 100th birthday fell during the 2013 gathering in Milford 
of Grail women between 70 and 100 years old from around the world. This 
sisterhood of women, friends from decades of shared concern and work, 
celebrated Janet’s long productive life on her very special day. 

Janet’s ashes were interred at Grailville on the acres she loved. Rest in peace, dear 
teacher, mentor, friend, inspiring woman among women. We will hold not only 
your memory, but also your integrity, courage, and commitment in our hearts. 

Marian April Goering 

Judith Blackburn 

Janet was such a fixture at Grailville and in the Grail for so long that she more than any of us 
is probably the first person many think of when they think of the face of the Grail! She 
devoted her life to cultivating us, working for us, educating us, articulating our history, and—
yes—advising us as to how we should proceed with whatever we were working on at the 
moment! 

Others will probably note how smart Janet was, what an important part in our story she 
played, and what a good networker she was. In her heyday she certainly had her hand on 
the pulse of the times and she knew who else we could call in to help us address the 
important issues. Until quite recently, she also served us as a kind of walking feminist 
encyclopedia and guide to "who's who." 

Janet also had a knack for mentoring women she thought could assume leadership in the 
Grail or elsewhere. I know because I think I was one of those lucky women. Shortly after I 
showed up for a Women Task Force program back in the 1980's, Janet "anointed" me by 
inviting me to be part of the planning group for the next WTF event (and, as the saying goes, 
the rest is history). I can name many other women who were similarly recognized, given a 
job and nurtured until such time as they fully blossomed. Other Grail members will probably 
step forward and say the same—you know who you are! 

How wonderful that we were able to celebrate Janet's life on the Sunday before the GA, 
when many of us would be in town! She was/is a unique spirit, and she will be sorely missed! 
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Barbara Troxell  

Janet Kalven was especially helpful 
with me and with other Protestants 
when we felt led to apply to be 
members of The Grail. With her 
wisdom and warmth, her brilliance 
and boldness, Janet was entirely 
supportive of extending the 
membership of the U.S. Grail beyond 
the original membership of Catholic 
women. She felt and said that 
expanding ecumenically, beginning 
in the late 1960s to include 
Protestant women, yes, even 
Protestant clergywomen would be 
fully within the mission and purpose 
of The Grail. I had some long and 
insightful conversations with Janet, 
and am forever deeply appreciative 
of her presence, her wisdom, her 
deep kindness, and strong 
commitment. She was a great 
woman of faith, forbearance, and 
future hope. 

Kay Kryvanick, Brasil 

My condolences to all our Grail sisters 
in the U.S. on the entering into eternal 
life of Janet.  I met Janet in 1962 at 
Grailville when I was preparing to 
participate in the Grail-Pavla Project 
in Brazil. I always regard her as "A 
Woman Breaking Boundaries"—a 
non-conformist, visionary with ever 
new ideas, questioning the role 
relegated to women by the church 
and society, agreat woman, model 
and mentor. We in the Grail are 
privileged to have shared her life and 
talents during these 100 years. Now 
she has ascended to the luminous 
Kingdom replete with joy and 
rejoicing. Her well-deserved reward 
for 100 years of faithful and loving 
service. 

Colleen Winston, OSB 

St. Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, KY 

I just wanted to extend my sympathies 
to those who have lost a dear friend 
and inspiration. I don't remember 
where or when I met Janet, but the 
impression has stayed with me over 
many years. She was, and remains, a 
symbol of Grail's journey, one full of 
integrity, spiritual strength, vision and 
courage. My thanks to her and to all 
that helped her flourish. 

Barbara Cullom 

May we all make such a difference with our lives, no matter how long or 
short. As she shone on earth, so she shines now with God the Mother. 

 

 

 

 

Phily van Dijck 

Grateful for all Janet has been and 
done for the Grail in your country and 
internationally, I will remember her in 
my prayers. She has lived her life to the 
full. May she now be in the Light of 
God and rest in Peace. 
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Marie Sutter Sinden 

Soon after my arrival at 
Grailville in October 1951, I was 
asked to go to our Grail Center in 
Foster, OH just 7.5 miles from 
Loveland. Janet was in charge 
and I stayed for a year. I got to 
know Janet quite well as she did 
me. She was a strong and 
disciplined leader who helped 
each of us to grow in our search. 
Later, Janet returned to 
Grailville where I appreciated 
even more her many talents and 
got to know the special person 
she was. The Grail both 
nationally and internationally 
have grown because of Janet and 
what she contributed. Thank 
you, Janet.  

Josette Kersters 

Janet’s demise still comes as a surprise; 
somehow it seemed as if she would remain 
with us for a long time still. But we should be 
grateful for her long and fruitful life and the 
fact that she has not been very ill for a long 
time. 

I am sure Janet will be missed in the Grail. 
From what I heard from participants in the 
70-100 meeting she was still very alert and 
enjoyed the celebration of her 100th birthday. 
She didn’t seem to have changed since the 
time we were together at the International 
Secretariat in Paris. It was the time of the 
“aggiornamento” to which Janet made an 
enormous contribution. 

We lost contact afterwards, but, as a 
founding member of the Grail in the U.S. and 
energetic as she was, she will surely have 
continued to give her contribution in many 
ways. 

May she now, in this paschal time sing 
Alleluia before our God and enjoy the 
company of all Grail sisters who went before 
her.  

One with you all in thanksgiving for Janet’s 
life. 

WATER (Women’s Alliance for 

Theology, Ethics and Ritual) 

WATER extends sincere 
sympathy to the Grail, both 
national and international, to 
her family and friends on the 
death of beloved Janet 
Kalven at the age of 100. We 
join a huge chorus of those 
who sing alleluias for her life 
and work, her commitment 
and her friendship. Long may 
her memory inspire us to 
work for justice and to love 
well. 

 

 
  

Ton Brouwer 

I am grateful that I could be present at the 
celebration of Janet's 100th birthday on 
May 21 in Milford and I was impressed by 
the way she was present, talking to so 
many Grail members from all over the 
world. 
May she live in peace. 
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With love from the Brussels Grail, 

Robin Sclafani, Didine Petit, Patricia 

Camisao and Karen King 

Janet has been a wise and kind guiding light 
for the Grail in the USA and internationally. 
Although we will miss her strength, 
leadership and elder presence, we celebrate 
her arrival with the Great Spirit of God and 
our other Grail sisters who have passed 
before. We can easily imagine the council of 
Grail sisters in the heavens smiling down 
upon us, embracing us in these steps we are 
taking into our future as a movement. 

Janet will always be with us, and we trust 
that she is also now with Joana Fialho, 
helping the transition of our young 
Portuguese sister who passed unexpectedly 
on the same day. Peace be with them both. 

Elise DeGooyer 

Mary’s Pence 

Mary's Pence board members just 
convened today here at Grailville for our 
board meeting, and we will sing that 
alleluia over these greening lands that she 
loved so well. Thank you for keeping 
herstory before us. 

Priscilla Rivera Mechana 

Thanks for keeping us posted on 
Janet Kalven's Journey. Janet was a 
great leader and Mentor. She spent 
two weeks with Alfred and me 
when we first moved to Colorado. 
It was great sharing her vision and 
memories of the Grail History.  

Lea Grundy 

A great lady, mentor, friend. I 
feel so lucky to have been on 
the planet at the same time she 
was... 

Janet at the 2008 General Assembly. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Murphy 

 

, 

 

 

  

Rev. Dr. Marie M. Fortune 

Founder and Senior Analyst 

FaithTrust Institute 

Oh, my. What a century this has 
been!! We grieve this loss and 
celebrate a remarkable life 
among us all. 
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In Memory of Her 
Mary Condren  

Over the past several weeks, since I heard that Janet had passed over, I 

have travelled down the long byways of memory and gratitude, thanking her 

for her many gifts and for the part she has played in my life.  

Along with Elizabeth McGee, Mary Buckley, Mary Bohlen, and many other 

members of the Women’s Task Force of The Grail, Janet took me under her 

wing when I wrote from Ireland asking to attend the Seminary Quarter in 

the mid ‘Seventies. That was the beginning of a long journey that took me 

again many times to The Grail where their gracious hospitality and generous 

“witnessing” of my emerging self-sustained, encouraged, co-created the 

person I was to become, the education I received, and the sterling example 

of commitment, resilience, generosity and intelligence that I have striven 

to emulate in my life back in Ireland. 

It would be impossible to quantify in the ways of the world, just how 

important a part the Women’s Task Force (and Janet in particular) played in 

the emergence of a courageous feminist voice for so many women 

throughout the world at a crucial time in human history. Without the home 

that Grailville was for so many of us, we would not be the people we have 

become. Without such nurturing and mentoring, we would hardly have been 

able to sustain the journey for long haul. Without such community, a 

sisterhood that we now share would hardly have been born.  

As you lay Janet to rest today for the last time, I will be with you in spirit. 

I will pray that though the form may change, that the courage and vision 

that Janet and The Grail have represented for so long will continue to take 

new forms well into the future. And I will also pray that the memories and 

experience of all of those who shared her journey will be forever 

committed to herstory so that future generations can learn and be inspired 

by such lives at Janet’s, lived with love, joy, hope and integrity.    

With deepest gratitude to all of you. 
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“The dead are silent because they live, 

just as we chatter so loudly to try to 

make ourselves forget that we are 

dying. Their silence is really their call 

to me, the assurance of their immortal 

love for me.”  
 Karl Rahner, Encounters With Silence 

 

My dear Friends in The Grail in USA,  

The face of the sculpture of Barlach: “The 
Angel of Death” is so much an expression of 
a life beyond our realization – a total peace 
as a deep fulfilment – eyes so closed as if 

they would see inside a reality hidden to us – an absolute giving oneself in love – Janet 
Kalvens’ face, it seems – now at home in God.  

The messages of the past weeks, telling about the physical deterioration and the 
readiness to accept the invitation of the Lord for Janet, warned us – made us ready for 
the news on Thursday, the 24th of April saying that she passed on to eternal life. Dying 
into the Easter joy – saying farewell with a Hallelujah – is that not the perfect 
fulfilment of Janet’s life?  

With her and the 101 years she was allowed to share life on earth gracefully, a whole 
section of Grail history – a living witness of the early Grail days in the USA – a woman 
of the primary struggles for and in Grailville – a person strong, clear, engaged to fight 
for peace and justice – a writer reflecting realities in the community and in her own life 
– and an open warm and deeply faith-rooted person, found its perfection in death.  

What an enormous gift to experience her still during the 70/100 gathering in Milford – 
so alive, so alert, so attentive! To celebrate with her and the whole community the 
100th birthday was just a privilege and a joy for what I am most grateful.  

Within you all, as it is in us and in the heart of the Grail international, there must be 
both, the joy of her fulfilment as well as the sadness to have lost her as your friend 
with all tremendous gifts and capacities – and the experience of the gap she leaves 
behind. In all of that, we The Grail in Germany, feel united with you in sadness, in joy 
and in hope. Our prayers present Janet’s being to God, asking to lodge her in eternal 
happiness – and to ask consolation for those who mourn.  

May Janet enjoy all promises of Christ’s resurrection – eternally! 

Christa Werner – for The Grail in Germany 
  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/47417.Karl_Rahner
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/80143
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Janet L. Bohren 

I live very near to Grailville and 
so attended women-defined 
theology meetings there during 
the summers in the late nineties 
and beyond (can't remember 
exact years). But I knew Janet 
Kalven, read her book about the 
Grail and Grailville, and 
thoroughly enjoyed her 
contributions to our feminist 
theology summer workshops. 
Her stories of the early years 
(forties and fifties) at Grailville 
were amazing. I think I last saw 
her at a meeting I attended at 
Grailville a year or so ago. So sad 
to hear of her death. She was an 
amazing, caring woman, who 
saw the future of feminist 
theology before many others. 

Deborah Rose Milavec 

Janet was on the board for Catherine of Siena 
College. It was an honor to have her join that 
effort and to benefit from her advice. Many 
years ago, I had a chance to be with her at 
Grailville for a year exploring woman-defined 
theology. She was an important model in my 
own formation as a feminist. Less than two 
years ago, she came to protests supporting 
LCWR in front of the cathedral in Cincinnati in 
her wheelchair. It was an exquisite sight. She 
was always leading…always using her voice to 
confront injustice. She was a woman who 
embodied the essence of engaged feminism. 
In gratitude... 

Jane Redmont 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Alleluia indeed! May we 
remember her and teach the 
younger generations about her! I 
am so grateful for Janet's life, 
energy, creativity, faith, and 
courage. 

Pearl Drego 

We in the Grail in India receive this news 
with great sadness. You have described 
this great woman Janet Kalven so very 
well. I had the good fortune to meet her 
when she was part of the creation of 
Semester at Grailville. She was always so 
positive, affirming and energetic. We all 
join you in gratitude for her life and what 
we have received from her. May she enjoy 
the eternal bliss of heaven together with 
the great Grail gathering already there. 

Mary Gene Devlin 

These messages say so well what we know - that Janet's brilliance and choice to be a 
member of the Grail has been a deep blessing for us. She has been ours and at the same 
time, she has inspired and given to others. Now that she "belongs to ages," we need the 
spirit of Janet to continue to inspire us at the GA. Janet was a woman who spoke her truth 
and spoke until she was heard. In these days of mourning, let us think of what she was 
about and begin to recount it to each other and keep our eyes on the prize - why are we 
Grail? Who are we as Grail? How will we best use ourselves and our resources in this 
century? 

With gratitude for Janet's life, energy, creativity, faith, and courage, as Jane Redmont said. 
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Tributes to Janet forwarded by Mary E. Hunt, founder of WATER, who offered the 
homily at Janet’s funeral: 

 Janet was quite an inspiration for so many of us...She gave 100 years to let 
her essence and brilliance  permeate justice and spirituality upon the earth.  I 
honor her presence!  Marsie Silvestro (singer, songwriter) 

 So sorry to hear about Janet   What a bright light she has been to the world. 
Blessing on her spirit which will continue to shine on us.  
Carolyn Kellogg (Women/Church Convergence) 

 Mary, thank you for introducing me to her history of The Grail and then to 
herself in person when she came to DC.  What a faithful witness to peace and 
feminist values. Cheryl Nichols 

 I'm sorry to hear of her death. May her memory be a blessing.  She was a 100 
years old ? I had no idea. I was impressed by her book about The Grail, 
Women Breaking Boundaries. I see many parallels with the changes in 
women's religious life among the Sisters over  a similar period of time.   
Jane Tobin 

 Yes, Janet Kalven was a great woman who humbly shared with us many 
stories of her life so well-lived... She made The Grail come alive for many of 
us in Women-Church as she so generously gave us hospitality and introduced 
us to other great women of The Grail...She shared her wisdom as well as her 
hope that our work would one day be understood and embraced by those to 
come after us. We will continue to remember Janet now as she continues to 
walk with us on our Earth journey... Thank you Janet...Donna Quinn 

 
. 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

Ellen Duell 

In the 90s, I was at Grailville helping 
with the archives. I remember Janet 
and her “power earrings”—those 
white ones. She wore them when 
she went to meet with high honchos 
regarding Chase or something else 
she wanted to achieve. I also 
remember driving behind her car as 
we both went from Loveland to 
Dayton. Janet would often be driving 
80 mph (in a 65 mph zone). 

Sharon Thomson 

A Great Woman is now a Great 
Spirit dwelling among us. How 
blessed we have been by her 
gifted, fruit-filled life. Thank you, 
Meg—and thanks to all her care-
giving sisters—for your loving 
watch with our dear Janet. All of 
us at Cornwall will continue to 
pray with all of you in this time of 
holy passage. Journey on, dear 
Janet...journey on... 
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Margarita for The Grail Tanzania 

We have received the news about Janet Kalven in this period of Easter with hope that 
she is risen with Christ. We are together with you in this period of morning her death 
and we pray that she may rest in Peace. 

We thank and honor what she did for the movement. 

Jody Grundy 

Terry and I sing with you in spirit to celebrate our most dear and unique friend. 
We first met Janet at the Grail center in Brooklyn when we were on our 
honeymoon and we became friends immediately and permanently. 

This morning I woke from a dream in which I saw a great sycamore tree had 
fallen. It lay across the yard and street and had opened up a space of blue sky 
and sunlight above where previously it's branches had been. I knew that though 
the tree had fallen, it was still alive from the roots. 

When I woke up I felt sure that this was about Janet as I associate the sycamore 
tree with the mother goddess tree of life. I expected to receive this message 
today, so though she is gone she is so very much with us and I can't think of a 
fuller life or better death than hers. 

Lenie Schaareman and Meg Bruck with Janet Kalven. Mary Lu Lageman is in back. 
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People's Climate March NYC Sept. 20-21 
Marian Ronan 

You've heard all the recent dire news about climate change. In March, the UN's 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reported that the effects of climate 
change are turning out to be even worse than anticipated, and that poor people are 
going to suffer the most. In May, scientists reported that the Antarctic ice cap is 
melting at an unprecedented rate and that a ten-foot sea level rise will soon be 
irreversible. Last year was the hottest year on record. The drought in the U.S. 
virtually obliterated the corn crop. Yet still the world's largest governments are 
doing little or nothing to reverse the trend. The U.S. is on track to become the 
largest fossil fuel producer in the world, fracking gas and shipping out coal at faster 
and faster rates. 

UN Secretary Ban Ki Moon has called a meeting of the world's leaders to address 
the climate change crisis for the end of September. It will be held at UN 
headquarters here in New York City. We should all pray that the meeting is a 
success. But previous UN climate summits have failed or achieved far too little. 

To encourage world leaders at the summit, and to shout out to all the world that 
something must be done, a People's Climate March is being organized for the 
beginning of the summit, the weekend of September 20-21 here in New York City. 
(Organizers are still negotiating with the NYPD about which day exactly.)  

The march will take place through the middle of Manhattan. It seems likely to be 
the biggest climate march in history, in part because the organizers are reaching 
out far beyond the environmental community, to unions, faith-based organizations, 
youth groups, and educational institutions. I attended an organizing meeting in 
Manhattan in May and 250 representatives of various groups attended. Every seat 
in the auditorium was filled. We are aiming to turn out a million people. 

TWO URGENT REQUESTS: 
1) PLEASE COME to the march. Mark your calendar. We will notify you as soon 
as the exact date, the 20th or the 21st, is set. And the Grail Climate Action Circle 
and other New York Grail members are committed to finding housing for those 
of you who need to stay overnight. If enough of us come, we can have a Grail 
meeting on the day the march doesn't take place to talk about what more we 
should be doing about climate change. 
2) MAKE THE U.S. GRAIL A SPONSOR OF THE MARCH. Let's urge the national 
Grail to take the steps needed so that we can sign on to the list of organizational 
sponsors on the People's Climate March webpage: 
http://peoplesclimatemarch.org 

http://peoplesclimatemarch.org/
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Alice Gallagher, Ruth Chisholm Birthday Party 
Kate Twohy 

Alice Gallagher has reached her 90th year and Ruth Chisholm has reached her 
88th year.  They are in Mt. Alverno Adult Center and Valley View Nursing Center, 
eight miles apart. 

On May 10th, with the help of my cousins and their children, we had a joyful, 
balloon fest and feast at Mt. Alverno with three generations of O'Leary and 
Gallagher families for the amazing 90th of Alice Patricia Gallagher, my aunt. They 
had come from California, Texas, North Carolina, the Poconos, New Jersey, 
Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn. Stories and congratulations, gratitude for Alice's 
intervention in family crises, acknowledgements of her continuous concern and 
contact over long periods and her great stories and gifts following her sojourn in 
Egypt or elsewhere. The family loves to reference her job in the early 1950s with 
the Bob Hope family. One grandnephew who works for Diane Sawyer on ABC met 
Bob Hope and, in his middle nineties, he said to Brian, "We loved Alice." A bouquet 
had been received from Kelly Hope who keeps in touch .... a child then and now a 
senior citizen. Cay Charles was in happy attendance, of course. We were unable to 
bring Ruth, but she was remembered with gratitude for all her good service and 
especially for attending so well when she had a frailer Alice to look after at 
Idlewild. (Can we believe that they both took up residence at Mt. Alverno in 
September 2010?) 

Clockwise from left: Maureen Tate; Mpanda Kalala, Maureen McNamara, Ruth Chisholm, 
Cay Charles, Alice Gallagher, Sharon Joslyn, Simonetta Romano; Mary Kay Louchart, 
Sharon Thomson 
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Alice was having a great and happy time as many sat beside her renewing 
friendships. My thanks to Maureen McNamara of Cornwall and my team member in 
the care of Ruth, Alice and Cay for her keen and practical help. 

On Monday, May 19, again with Maureen McNamara's sturdy help getting Cay and 
Alice to Valley View, eight other Grail members from Cornwall, the Bronx and 
Philadelphia joined together in a party for Ruth and Alice. We prayed and sang. If I 
had secured the balloons more tightly in my trunk, they would have enhanced the 
table, but as the trunk was opened, they escaped in less than a second into the blue 
skies over Orange County—we symbolized that as a prayer for our birthday gals! 

Here is the closing prayer we offered for their long and fruitful lives: 

O Lord of Heaven and Earth, with whom we journey and live by the mystery of 
hope, accompany Ruth and Alice in this time of aging, in the limits and 
inconvenience of weakened bodies, helping them to trust and accept. Those 
who have benefited from their lives give them over to Your care and renew 
our commitment to them as our beloved sisters. Amen. ALLELUIA. 

 

Grailville’s Spring Bird Walk 

 

John Robinson, left, and Ann Oliver led a 
large crowd for Grailville’s Spring Bird Walk. 
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Photos from  

the 2014 General Assembly 
Some images of the GA, which ended just five days 
ago. Reports and additional information coming soon! 
See today’s National Grail News for more. 
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Food Sovereignty/Food Security: 

International Free Trade Agreements 
Lenie Schaareman. 

Throughout the ages, societies have traded with each other because trade is 
beneficial and enriching to the participating communities. In our times trade 
continues but is it still beneficial for the participating communities? 

One of the first Grail communications on trade that I remember is Rosaurora 
Espinosa from Mexico in the nineties asking questions on NAFTA, the North 
American Free Trade Agreement between Canada, Mexico and the United States. 
NAFTA was negotiated during the time of President George H.W. Bush and signed 
by President Clinton in 1993. There were protests from the environmental 
movements and others; the labor movement was divided on the labor conditions 
mainly in Mexico and the promise of job growth. The message from Mexico was 
how would their farmers be able to compete with the subsidized and mechanized 
technology corn imports from the USA? Indeed, local Mexican farmers growing 
maize, the staple of the Mexican diet, lost their local markets and the migration into 
the USA continued. 

Cheap labor costs across the world had undermined job growth in the USA since 
the seventies and this continued with the new regulations of NAFTA. Yes, new jobs 
were created: the maquiladoras, the assembly plants along the Mexican border, 
notorious for workers and human rights violations. Who benefitted from these 
newly created jobs? It was not the workers, but the corporations, their 
shareholders and we, the consumers, who have access to cheap consumer goods.  

In the preamble of NAFTA, it states that the participating countries will support 
“sustainable development.” The widely accepted definition is “development that 
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs” (Brundtland Commission). 

The story of NAFTA has been followed by a number of free trade agreements as 
CAFTA, Central America Free Trade Agreement, free trade agreements with 
Caribbean and Andean countries and others. Recently attention was drawn to the 
second anniversary of the U.S. Free Trade with South Korea. Public Citizen 
reported on March 14 that U.S. exports to South Korea dropped 11% and our trade 
deficit ballooned 47%, equating to more than 40,000 American jobs. 

Since January 1, 1995 the USA has been a member of the World Trade 
Organization. There are 159 members (2013) and a number of observers 
negotiating access. Its function is to ensure that trade flows as smoothly, 
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predictably and freely as possible. When there are conflicts how agreements are 
being interpreted or understood these are dealt with in dispute settlement 
procedures. Over time, trade rules have been decided that enable corporations to 
sue governments – yes, you read that correctly – when governments take action 
that reduces the value of the investments by a corporation, the government can be 
sued. In February 3, 2014 issue of The Nation magazine, gold mining in El Salvador 
is being discussed.  

In the early 1900’s, gold mining in El Salvador brought great profits to foreign 
miners. In July 2012, at the site that was developed more than a century ago, the El 
Salvadoran environment ministry found levels of cyanide and iron that was 
unacceptable. The contamination will last centuries unless the companies are kept 
out and forced to pay clean up. However, Canada’s Rim Mining Corporation sued 
the Salvadoran government for not letting them mine and the government paid it 
over $300 million in damages. Reporters have gone back to the areas and local 
activists have brought together farmers, students, lawyers and people of faith, 
including the Catholic Church, in the National Roundtable Against Metallic Mining. 
Their slogan is “We can live without gold, but we can’t live without water.”  The 
dispute continues. 

On May 24, Public Citizen asked the following: “Sign if you oppose allowing foreign 
corporations to sue governments over public interest laws they claim limit their 
profits.” I think we can contribute to change opinion and eventually  laws: it has 
happened before.   

These days more Global Trade Agreements are in the making. In the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Agreement (TPP), 12 countries are involved but in their recent 
meetings they have failed to announce a deal. When President Obama made his 
recent trip to Asia, the expectation was advancement on the TPP, but the problems 
in the Ukraine had taken over the attention, and we do not know what happened 
behind closed doors. 

The TTIP stands for Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership. The 
controversy over these far reaching global trade agreements are the way these 
agreements will be approved by the U.S. Congress. President Obama wants to use 
“Fast Track” a practice that has developed since the Nixon administration to get 
legislation through Congress without discussions and therefore no possibilities of 
amendments. Under pressure from citizen groups, individuals and senior 
Democratic and Republican Congress members are expressing strong opposition to 
this “Fast Track Authority.” Here each of us has a chance to check the position our 
representatives are taking. 
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International trade/global trade needs to be regulated for the well-being of its 
people and to protect this planet’s ecology – only with these conditions can 
corporate profits have their place. 

I end with a quote from Grassroots International: “…the truth is that peasant 
farmers provide 70% of the world’s food on plots of land that are two acres 
or smaller. Big agriculture’s ‘solution’ is a way to feed profits to corporations, 
not food to people.” 

 

BLESSING THE SPACE BETWEEN US 
Reflecting on Commitment in The Grail 

BACKGROUND 

At the IGA in 1999, the Grail updated the major part of its international 

structure (Structure A), but not Structure B regarding the nucleus. In 2013, the 

International Council (IC) in Belo Horizonte decided to go more deeply into 

questions about the meaning of commitment in the context of the whole Grail, as 

the background for updating structural elements for the nucleus. An international 

team was called together to organize a reflection process on commitment in the 

Grail. The process they designed has several stages and will continue into 2015.   

STAGE I - PERSONAL REFLECTION    

 Every Grail woman internationally is invited to write a creative personal 

reflection on her life journey in the Grail: a psalm, a poem, a song, a prayer, 

a picture, a few words (no more than 100) 

Words that may spark your imagination or inspire you: commitment;  

growth;  change;  challenge; community - gift or burden;  security; not being 

alone in life; certainty for my life; fulfillment; responsibility; relationships; 

spirituality; dreams 

 If you have questions about the nucleus, they can be raised at this initial 

stage of the process.  

  

Send reflections and questions to office@grail-us.org by July 20st 2014. 

Reflections will be shared with the movement internationally during a later stage. 

mailto:office@grail-us.org


Gumbo 6-2014  Page 29 

The Grail in the United States 

San Jose Grail Family Services 
Ria Morearty de Groot 

Since the year 2000, Grail Family Services has been operating in San Jose, CA.  We 
are all so glad that Grail Family Services has provided family support programs to 
more than 14,000 children and their families.  Veronica Goei, Executive Director 
has done marvelous work as well as Duanne Welsch, vice president of the board! 

Grail Family Services fosters learning and empowerment of vulnerable families 
with young children, through programs that educate, develop leadership skills and 
build a sense of community. 

Recently, a research partnership has been established with Stanford University.  
We continue to be proud and grateful.   This year was the fourth  annual May 
luncheon, which was established in order to honor individuals and organizations 
that have supported the development, growth, and sustainability of The Grail 
Family Services programs.   

May Grail Family Services have another good year! 

  

Grail attendees were: Ceci Figueroa, Elena Ruiz, Rosa Maria Ruiz, Audrey Sorrento, Duanne Welsch, Emmy Normadin. Not pictured: 
Monica Thyberg and Ria de Groot.  
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Readers’ Corner 
Marian Ronan 
Just Water: Theology, Ethics, and the Global Water 
Crisis.  
By Christiana Z. Peppard. 
Orbis Books, 2014. 230 pp.  

I began working on the world water crisis in 
2002, after hearing some really scary lectures 
by the great Canadian water activist, Maude 
Barlow. In the years that followed, I preached, 
taught, and wrote about the crisis. What I 
would not have given in those days for a copy 
of Christiana Peppard’s Just Water. 

At one level, Peppard’s book is an up-to-date 
overview of the world water crisis itself. Her 
second chapter, “A Primer on the Global Fresh Water Crisis,” provides invaluable 
information about the scope and seriousness of the situation. Peppard’s 70-22-8 
formula, shorthand for agriculture using more than twice as much water as industry 
(22%) and households (8%) together, puts any guilt over long showers into 
perspective; it’s industrial agriculture that’s really out of control. The terrible 
implications of the “hydrological optimism” of the second half of the twentieth 
century—huge dams, industrial irrigation, the draining of aquifers—also become 
clear. Further chapters are likewise invaluable: the one on hydraulic fracturing will 
force all liquid natural gas (LNG) believers to think twice. The chapter on industrial 
agriculture will give you indigestion. And the one on water and climate change 
confirms something I have long suspected: today, climate change is the world water 
crisis. 

But Just Water’s real strength is that it examines water scarcity in light of 
contemporary Christian theology and ethics, and in large part, contemporary Catholic 
theology and ethics. Some may wonder why Peppard uses Catholic theo-ethic, but 
let’s be clear: Roman Catholicism, with 1.2 billion members, is the largest religious 
organization on earth. What it does—or doesn’t bother to—teach about the 
environment matters. 

Two theo-ethical arguments underpin Just Water. First, Peppard traces Catholic 
theology from Vatican Council II through liberation (political) theology and the 
preferential option for the poor (including women) to the current issue of water 
scarcity. She concludes that an overlap between theology and ethics, between the 
universal and the particular, is fundamental to contemporary Catholicism, with 
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environmental theo-ethics a pivotal example of this dialectic. Then, in chapter four, 
Peppard shows social justice, especially regarding water, to be an 
essential part of official Catholic teaching, making her point using 
papal encyclicals, statements from the Pontifical Council on Justice 
and Peace, documents from bishops conferences, and more. Water 
justice is, Peppard tells us, a Catholic “right to life” issue. 

I had mixed feelings about these arguments. I thought about 
sending Peppard a copy of Gene Burns’s book, The Frontiers of 
Catholicism, which argues compellingly that since Vatican II, sexual 
teaching has occupied the top of the Catholic ideological hierarchy 

and is mandatory, while Catholic social teaching has fallen to the bottom and is 
entirely optional. (And she should ask Ernesto Cardenal about the Catholic Church 
and liberation theology.) 

On the other hand, it doesn’t hurt for a rising young Catholic theo-ethicist to tell her 
students and readers that Catholic teaching on water and other social issues is as 
central to the magisterium as the condemnation of contraception and abortion. And 
Peppard admits, more than once, that the average Catholic knows none of this. This is 
surely part of her reason for writing Just Water. Then too, Pope Francis would seem to 
agree that justice for the poor is central to Catholic teaching. 

But for me, the most galvanizing parts of Just Water are not Peppard’s arguments 
about liberation theology or Catholic social teaching per se, but her interdisciplinary 
readings of two pivotal symbols of water in the Jewish and Christian traditions: the 
Jordan River, and the “woman at the well” (John 4:4-42). In the first case, Peppard 
compares the extraordinary religious significance of the River Jordan—there are more 
than eighty biblical references to it, not to mention all those hymns—with the river’s 
current ecologically degraded and politically conflicted condition. Specifically, the 
river’s flow decreased by 90 percent between the mid-twentieth century and the 
present. What does it mean, Peppard asks, that “the river itself is beleaguered while 
its symbolism—its mythic stature—remains robust?” 

Then, in chapter nine, Peppard draws on current biblical scholarship to undercut the 
traditional interpretation of the woman at the well: instead of a foreign slut too dumb 
to grasp Jesus’ spiritual understanding of water, the Samaritan woman becomes, 
along with Hagar, a figure for the millions of women around the world whose lives 
are incalculably harmed by water scarcity and pollution. 

In the light of these two deeply moving interpretations, the guidelines for action 
Peppard offers in the last chapter of Just Water become all the more compelling.  
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Jean Wilson, for the Grailville Book Group 
A Star for Mrs. Blake 
By April Smith 
Center Point Pub, 2014. 
500 pp. 

On April 4 four of us met to discuss A Star for Mrs. Blake  by April 
Smith. It is the book chosen by the Hamilton County Library as the 
book-of-the-month to read. It is a novel based on the history of the 
U.S. Congress passing legislation to fund travel for mothers of fallen 
soldiers of World War I to visit their sons' graves in France. Many 
mothers signed up to go. This story is about five of the mothers 
traveling together. They were strangers when they left the United 
States and came back friends for life. April Smith introduces us to 
each mother and brings her to life for us as they travel to the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery to say final goodbyes to their sons. 

The main character of the story is Cora Blake, a librarian from a small fishing village 
off the coast of Maine. On this unpredictable journey, the women experience an 
unexpected death, a scandal, and a very unexpected secret is revealed.  They have an 
extraordinary encounter with an American journalist who was wounded in the 
trenches and hides behind a metal mask. I had never read about the use of metal 
masks for wounded returning soldiers, but in fact I learned a great deal about the 
consequences of World War I that I did not know. 

With expert storytelling, memorable characters, and beautiful prose, April Smith gives 
us a timeless story, by turns heartwarming and heartbreaking, set against a footnote 
of history—little known, yet unforgettable. 

Grailville Book Group Schedule 
From Linda Suter 
June 19, 2014  - Wild Swan by Jung Chang  continued  
July 10, 2014  - The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt  (Winner of the Pulitzer Prize) 

"The Goldfinch is a rarity that comes along perhaps half a dozen times per decade, a 
smartly written literary novel that connects with the heart as well as the mind 
...Donna Tartt has delivered an extraordinary work of fiction." 

Stephen King, The New York Times Book Review 
August 7, 2014  - An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor 
September 4, 2014  -  Island Beneath the Sea by Isabel Allende 
 

So mark your calendars now and plan to meet with us in the Coffee House at Grailville at 
7pm on these dates. If you know of anyone who would like to join us, please feel free to 
invite them. We welcome all women. And remember you don’t have to read the book to 
join the discussion. 
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 Grail Birthdays: June-July 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

JUNE   

1 Marian Schwab 

3 Carol White 

5 Brigitte Cicero 

6 Ana Flora Anderson 

8 Carol McDonnell 

11 Claudia Gras 

12 Judith Blackburn 

21 Pat Bradley 

21 Brigid Hill 

24 Theresa Czerwinski 

29 Marie Russell 

JULY   

1 Marian April Goering 

1 Elaine Huber 

4 Renee Keels 

4 Rose Taul 

5 Gloria Duday 

7 Helen Adler 

7 Eva Fleischner 

9 Robin Sclafani 

12 Francine Wickes 

15 Constance Barrow 

16 Susan Becker 

20 Carol Skyrm 

20 Emily Snyder 

21 Carol Barton 

21 Virginia Bergfalk 

21 Beth Rosen 

22 Jan Weinkam 

25 Abiellyah Dafetta 

Images of Grailville During the General Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by 
Tiffany Curtis 
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Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through May 31, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 176 113 64% 411 $53,966.67  
Emerita * 65 14 40% 38 $22,957.75  

Grand Totals 246 100 57% 287 $76,924.42  

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $8,425.67  
Grailville  $9,992.51  
National  $38,809.99  
Special Projects  $18,233.25  

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria De Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 
Patricia Dolan 
Alice Dougan 
Gloria Duday 
Magda Durante 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Mary Gindhart 
Hermine Glaser 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Lea Grundy 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
T. Rose Holdcraft 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Kathi Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Sharon Joslyn 
Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Julia Kristeller 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Viola La Fosse 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Judy Markle 
Florence Marquez 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
Megan Monteleone-
Morrison 
Rose Morin 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Rita Ponessa 
Laura Tegan Rein 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 

Elizabeth Schickel- 
 Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Robin Sclafani 
Carol Siemering 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Maria-Emilia Thomas 
Stephana (Mary Ann)  
 Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


