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Grail Leaders Kick off GA 2014 Planning Process 
Judith Blackburn 

Seventeen Grail leaders met August 1-4 at Bishop Connare 
Center near Pittsburgh to do preliminary thinking about the 
Grail General Assembly 2014 and how best to elicit feedback 
from members in evaluating the Movement-Building Scenario 
before and during next year’s GA.  Some who had been in 
leadership positions since 2009 were unable to attend.  A 
fuller report of the meeting with questions for member circles 
will soon be available on the Grail website, attached to the 
National Grail News, and/or mailed to Grail members.  
Information on finances, updates on the planning processes at 
Cornwall and Grailville, and feedback from each layer of 
discussion will set the stage for subsequent discussions.  
Consultation with members on evaluating the Movement-
Building Scenario is happening at the request of members 
who did not want to leave this important task solely to the 
Council and those at this meeting. 

Having absorbed feedback from the various regional meetings 
held in February, we were attempting to understand where 
the Grail is now.  Meeting at a location other than one of our 
centers freed up centers directors and staff to take off their 
official hats while we grappled with larger movement issues.  
In fact, we all quite literally took off our “Grail role” hats and 
put them in “sacred storage” as part of a very moving opening 
ritual that contextualized our deliberations. (We are a very 
small speck on a very small planet in a very large universe!) 

Kate Devlin, Simonetta Romano, Terri Carter and Noreen 
Willhelm were the planners of this meeting.   Using “popular 

education” (or participative) processes (with lots of newsprint notes), we looked at each area of 
the scenario adapted by the membership at the GA 2008: membership growth, centers 
development, governance (the new Grail structure), finances, and how to focus Grail energy at 
GA 2014 and beyond. We built on our collective experience to answer these questions about each 
of the above areas: 

 Where were we (when we adopted the Scenario)? 
 Where are we now? 
 What is working? 
 What is not working? 
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 What is missing? 

These kinds of questions will be asked of the various member circles in September, prior to the 
fall Council meeting and the November national gathering.  New questions will emerge out of 
these discussions to be addressed in February meetings of the circles before the spring Council 
meeting and in advance of the GA, early next summer. 

A delightful break from our work came in the form of an invitation to visit Teresa Wilson Friday 
evening at her mountain-view country home near Ligonier, PA, a half-hour away from the Bishop 
Connare Center.  Becky Hill even walked the labyrinth that was mown into the hillside there. 

Here is a sampling of insights that were shared at the Pittsburgh meeting: 
 Attending to the “inner landscape” of each member—allowing Divine guidance—is key to 

our future as a movement, so prayer and meditation must be an integral aspect of what 
will be asked of members.  Sharon Joslyn called this “our renewable spiritual energy.” 

 Grail finances are not as dire as some rumors would have us believe, but clearly there are 
resource limits to be considered as we plan our course for the future. 

 A great many positive changes have enlivened our movement since 2008, including 
consolidation of budgeting processes and stabilization of membership numbers. 

 It is difficult to imagine carrying on the work without a committed core (such as the 
Nucleus has been). 

 It is important for us to continue our legacy of Grail Community in the midst of our 
organizational needs. 

 A dominant focus (for example, answering the question, what is the greatest moral issue 
of our time and what is the Grail’s role in addressing it?)  might help us coordinate the 
multiple strands of our mission and our yearning for a collective identity. 

As we continue to contemplate these insights and the outcomes of future discussions, let’s make 
sure that careful summarizing of feedback enriches our appreciation of each other and 
strengthens the decisions we will be making together as the Grail moves forward in these 
challenging and ever-changing times. 

 

  

From left, front row: Mary Gindhart, Mary Kay Louchart, Lucy Jones. Second row: Sharon Thomson, Becky 
Hill, Cherie Holman, Judith Blackburn, Bonnie Hendricks, Marian Schwab. Back row: Nina Naberhaus, Mary 
Farrell, Noreen Willhelm, Simonetta Romano, Terri Carter, Sharon Joslyn, Carol Siemering, Kate Devlin 
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Candidates for U.S. Grail Council, 2014-2016 
Six members have agreed to stand for election to the Council of The Grail in the U.S. You 
should have received a ballot electronically or in hard copy during the week of August 5-12. 
If you have not received your ballot, please call the National Office, (513) 683-5750 or email, 
office@grail-us.org. Ballots must be submitted or postmarked by August 30, 2013. 

Pam Cobey, Jamaica Plain, MA 

My name is Pamela Cobey and I have been a member of the Grail for 

about 3 years. Within the Grail, I find myself at home. Though I am a 

recent member, my own spiritual, social action, and feminist journeys 

have paralleled that of the Grail for the past 30 years. I lived and worked 

in community in the South Bronx as a visiting nurse with Dominican 

Sisters of the Sick Poor in the mid-1980s. I was a member of Pax Christi 

and Bread for the World at that time. I entered the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Sisters of Monroe, MI, in the late 1980s. I studied art and theology. I 

have a BFA in visual arts with a focus on installation art and have an 

MDiv with a focus on feminist theology. My thesis was on the silencing of 

Brazilian eco-feminist theologian, Ivone Gebarra, looking at the question of church authority in 

light of the absence of women's voices. Currently, I have a private practice as a psychiatric nurse 

practitioner doing mindfulness-based therapy and psychopharmacology. My nursing background 

is extensive. Having worked in hospice administration, I have a comprehensive understanding of 

issues related to death and dying and the use of hospice.  

My involvement in the Grail has included regular participation in the Boston Grail, planning for 

two Cornwall Metanoias, co-presenting a workshop on mindfulness at a National Gathering, co-

facilitating a liturgy at a National Gathering, writing for Gumbo, and serving on the Membership 

Development and Enrichment Team. In the spring, I had the considerable blessing of being a part 

of a team that was privileged to gather oral histories from women at the 70-100 gathering. I can 

say that I am willing to serve as needed with dedication and reverence for our wonderful women 

all over the world and I am committed to the work that the Grail has been doing. I see Grail work 

from many perspectives and believe that that work varies from country to country, region to 

region and person to person.  

Some of the most important issues facing the Grail in the US today may include making as clear 

as possible our current and perhaps subtle purposes and working across differences in 

traditions, practices, ages, regions, and persons; welcoming newcomers and making room for 

The following is a list of Council members whose terms will continue into 
2014, after the two new members are elected:  

 Mary Farrell (Boston, MA), term ends 12/31/2014, 2nd term 

 Loretta Rokey (Milford, Ohio), term ends 12/31/2014, 1st term 

 Terri Carter (Loveland, Ohio), term ends 12/31/2015, 1st term 

 Kate Devlin (Deerfield, MA), term ends 12/31/2015, 2nd term 

 Maureen Tate, (Philadelphia, PA), International Council 
Representative, term ends 8/31/2018 

 Noreen Willhelm, National Director, ex officio 

mailto:office@grail-us.org
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their gifts; caring for and sustaining each other; becoming clear about the purposes and use of 

our properties; and financial sustainability and maintenance of our properties. Dealing with 

conflict is a necessary challenge. We are careful with conflict and protective of one another. With 

deep trust, we have the capacity to let down our guard that we may listen to the voice of the 

spirit at our individual and collective center. This may be a time of/for profound renewal.  

In terms of skills that I might bring to these areas, I can only say that I bring honesty, 

wholeheartedness, wide vision, diligence, and a multitude of skills gained over a lifetime of work 

and study in areas including nursing, psychotherapy, theology, spiritual direction, art and 

sociology. I do believe that holding the differences that we have, and relating to each other across 

them with reverence and respect, though challenging, is potentially the greatest gift we have to 

offer to a world that is sorely in need of good models.  I believe the world needs the Grail and I 

am very grateful for the privilege of being a part of it. 

Judith DeFour-Howard, Bronx, NY 

For over ten years, I have been a member of the Grail, with specific 

affiliation to the Bronx community and have been in consistent contact 

with the Politics and Spirituality group in Manhattan. At the Bronx Grail, 

working with the Girls Group for two years, we have helped in nurturing 

them in spirituality and art. I have attended monthly meetings and at 

times facilitated them. Within recent times, my relationship with the 

broader Grail community has involved attending retreats at Cornwall, 

meetings of Politics and Spirituality, engaging in the eco-ville discourse, 

Txintxa papers, and attended caucuses during the UN Commission on the 

Status of Women. Presently, I am a formative member of the Grail Climate 

Circle and the (New York) Mentoring Team for Explorers. 

I am an accomplished, versatile, dedicated and goal-driven educational professional with over 30 

years of diversified experience in teaching, training, researching and creating curriculum 

documents in the fields of Sociology, Psychology, Counseling and Mathematics. As a qualified 

educator, I have interacted with students across the disciplines and at both tertiary and 

secondary levels. 

Two important issues facing the Grail in the US are membership and communication. 

From my experience, explorers are expected to have this “gut feeling” as it relates to their 

aspiration towards becoming a Grail member since experienced members support the view that 

becoming or being a Grail member is undefined and if a definition is offered it is very vague, 

abstract and elusive. In addition, the structure around membership is boundary-less, thus having 

either no contours or very translucent ones.  

My second concern is the matter that is not communicated clearly. The Grail as an organization 

has sufficient and ideal communication media and so it is not how we communicate but what we 

communicate. One of many examples and it is most evident among new members is the fact that 

new members are not very familiar with the operations of the Grail and therefore do not 

understand how flexible they can be and how effectively, they can use their own creative ideas to 

promote or support the sustainability of the Grail. There is this floating fear that the Grail can 
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fade away if “something” is not done, but what is exactly needed is illusive, and never clearly 

articulated. Offering suggestions to a perceived problem without knowing its dimensions can be 

very daunting and oftentimes accompanied by the feeling of hollowness.   

Personal Readiness: As a functioning Council member, the skills that I can bring to bear on these 

issues are those which I derived from my training in the fields of psychology and education. The 

skills of motivating, goal-articulation and -setting and sensitivity training are those which I 

believe can successfully address these issues. I have been practicing and implementing elements 

of these two fields for over 30 years and more so these last 10 years as an activist for quality 

education and immigration justice. I have on many occasions engaged in critical analysis of cases 

and situations, resulting in recommendations and development of action plans. 

My personal readiness therefore is evident in the feeling that I am an accomplished, versatile, 

dedicated and goal driven educational professional with over thirty years of diversified 

experience in teaching, training, researching and creating curriculum documents in the fields of 

Sociology, Psychology, Counseling and Mathematics. As a qualified educator, I have interacted 

with students across the disciplines and at both tertiary and secondary levels.  

As a result, I am ready to participate in a strong team and an environment that encourages 

collaboration and in which I anticipate the US Grail Council will be a great catalyst.  

Maria “Ria” de Groot, Stockton, CA 

What I can bring to the Grail National Council is perhaps the combination 

of my life experiences. I’m number 14 of a Catholic immigrant farm family. 

We settled in the rural delta region near Stockton, CA. Received my BA 

from Miami University of Ohio. In the summer of 1962, I was introduced to 

the San Jose Grail and that fall enrolled in the Grailville Year School. Two 

years later, I lived near the Detroit Grail Center for a semester. Grail 

activities include two years on the Grailville farm, working with Mary 

Gindhart on Rural Women’s Project in Clermont County, living in 

community with Loveland Road families, working with community 

supported agriculture and the beginnings of OEFFA (Ohio Ecological Food 

& Farm Association) together with Jody Grundy and joining Grailville’s Women’s Committee.  

Moved back to Stockton, California in 1982, all the while participating in Grail meetings in San 

Jose and joining Emmy Normadin & Licha Kraemer in a two-week Grail “Women of the Americas” 

program in Mexico City, then hosting the Mexican women as they visited Stockton. Participated 

in planning of several National Grail Retreats and northern California retreats. Non-Grail 

activities, but related include: planning local interfaith services for many years; managing of a 

business for eight years; teaching 15 years at a special school for homeless children; setting up a 

pre-school for low-income families with Grail seed money.  

After retirement in 2006, I became the regional contact for northern California Grail and recently 

that is shared with Sharon Wood. We continue our Grail Circle. I have a strong desire to be in 

touch with the divine, practicing meditation, “biospiritual focusing” and have 30 years 

participating in a dream analysis group. I have a strong interest in peace and justice issues and 

have been active with our local group since 1989, protesting wars, supporting candidates, 
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working to pass The Clean Money Act & Single Payer Health Care etc., (especially in honor of my 

late daughter, Bernice). Recently widowed in 2012, and now enjoying children, step-children, 

their spouses and grandchildren by the dozen, I feel like I’m beginning a “New Chapter” of my 

Life.  

Ingrid Farnham, Loveland, OH 

History with Grailville and The Grail 

I met The Grail in 2001 through an ad for garlic harvesting at Grailville, when 

the volunteers were organized by Audrey Sorrento. Audrey ensured 

volunteers had a history of The Grail, and Grailville. I was intrigued. I joined 

The Grail in October 2009.  

I am part of the Transition Town work, the Food Group. I serve on The Grail 

Finance Committee, and have worked with the International Committee and, 

most recently, on the 70-100 gathering. I’ve co-led workshops with Pauletta 

Hansel (meditation/writing) and created the Weaving Workshop in 

December 2012. I have contributed to Days of Quiet retreats at Grailville. In 2008, prior to 

joining The Grail, I conducted research on the competitive landscape for retreat centers in 

Ohio/Indiana/ Kentucky, to help with Grailville’s marketing efforts.  

Education: I have a BA in French/Psychology from Michigan State University, an MA in 

Intercultural Communication from Middlebury/The Monterey Institute for International Studies 

(the schools merged in 2010), and an MBA from The Anderson Graduate School of Management 

at UCLA.  

Work experience: After graduating from The Monterey Institute in 1980, I worked as a 

translator and interpreter for 5 years (French and Russian) in Los Angeles (at a small, woman-

owned agency, then Berlitz, then the French Embassy). I then worked as a technical writer and 

magazine editor for several years, before earning my MBA from UCLA in 1990. Procter & Gamble 

offered me work first in Brussels, and then in Cincinnati. At P&G, I worked in Marketing, 

Logistics/Customer Service, Planning, and Purchasing and retired from P&G in early 2012. 2012-

March 2013, I was responsible for procuring all services in N.A. for Swiss-based Omya, which 

manufactures calcium carbonate (a key ingredient in paper, plastic, and paint) world-wide.  

Interests/Hobbies: I like to create with my hands and my heart: I paint watercolors, I cook 

gourmet vegetarian food, I sew household and decorative items, I knit, and I’m a Master 

Gardener with a passion for all kinds of plants. I also love travel and am looking forward to 

exploring India and SE Asia. 

Family/Relationships: I married Phil in 1989 and we have two sons: Roger (21) and Josh (18). 

Never having had sisters, and coming from a small family, my girlfriends and my Grail sisters are 

very important to me.  

1. Most important issues facing the US Grail: 

 Financial security (immediate issue is how to increase our income, so that we stop 

losing money every year) 
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 Planning for the future: from the "big picture" to how to make it come alive at 

Cornwall and Grailville 

2. Skills/experiences that would help the US Grail address these issues: 

 27 years of business management, both at a Fortune 50 corporation (P&G) as well as 

at small, entrepreneurial companies (led by women). 

Over these years, I've managed numerous projects requiring team-building, collaboration, 

creative problem-solving, and project management skills. San Francisco-based "The Grove," 

a creative group problem-solving process consulting firm, taught me a creative visioning 

process for problem-solving that I think would be helpful as a way for the Grail in the U.S. to 

approach the financial challenge we face, by enabling divergent thinking before convergent 

thinking. This is one of many tools I've learned over the years.  

Katie Sellers, Brighton, MA 

I grew up in Loveland and attended St. Columban Parish and school. I 

joined the Grail in 2010, having been shaped by the Grail my whole life 

through the community of Grail women and families (especially 

Schickels) around Grailville. From Loveland, I moved to Boston, where 

I completed an undergraduate program in Theology & International 

Studies (2009) and a Master’s degree in Theological Studies, 

concentrating in Ethics and Human Rights (2011). Between these 

programs, I spent part of the summer of 2009 in Mexico City, hosted 

by the Mexican Grail, where I worked with the local Grail to compile a 

history of the Grail in Mexico. In my life as a student, I have been 

fortunate to pursue my commitment to global justice and human rights through research and 

study in India, Rwanda, Italy, Ecuador, Guatemala, and El Salvador. Since graduating, I have 

worked as an immigration paralegal in Boston and continued my Grail formation through the 

Metanoia program at Cornwall and participation in the Boston Grail community.  

I am 26, and as a young American woman and a young woman in the Grail in the U.S., I believe 

the Grail offers a spiritual community and a sense of social purpose and intergenerational, 

ecological perspective that is sorely needed in our culture and our world. I want deeply to 

introduce more women to this community, especially more young women, so that they can 

experience and be transformed by the living witness of Grail life. This living witness has taken 

shape at various times through education, liturgy, the arts, ecology, and social outreach. I would 

like to explore how we might continue to build on this tradition to invite more women to 

participate in the work and community life of the Grail.  

In January this year, I was fortunate to be able to serve in a secretarial capacity at the Grail’s 

International Council meeting in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. Through this experience, I was able to 

meet Grail sisters from around the globe, listen to their stories and learn about their needs and 

concerns for the Grail and Grail work in their regions. It was inspiring to hear firsthand about the 

successes and challenges of our Grail sisters internationally. I learned there is a great deal that 

we struggle with in common throughout the Grail, and very much which we can learn from one 

another to better respond to these challenges. Facilitating such dialogue, communicating 
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between the ILT and US Council, is a key responsibility of the representative to the IC, and it is a 

service by which I feel inspired and to which I feel called at this time in my life.  

It would be a privilege to respond to that call by serving the Grail as a US Council member. 

Sharon Wood, Paso Robles, CA 

I met the Grail in 1983 when I was living in New York City. I was invited to 

accompany a friend to an autumn weekend retreat at Cornwall and was 

instantly drawn to the community and movement. In 1984, I moved back 

home to the San Jose area and became acquainted with the San Jose Grail, 

joining the movement in 1989. 

As we are all aware, there are many issues facing the National Grail. Of 

greatest importance is sustainability: communal, financial, and 

environmental. I would like to focus on the following: 1) the holistic health 

of our Grail community and the method by which we invite interested 

women to join our membership; 2) the financial forecast for the present 

and future and the strategies we will employ to ensure our continued growth; and 3) living in 

harmony with our mother earth.  

Past and present skills/experiences I will bring to the Council include the following: 1) Health 

Care Advocacy and Education; 2) Financial/ Investment Management; 3) Group Facilitation; 4) 

Life Coaching and Psychotherapeutic Practitioner; and 5) Mother to two incredible sons, ages 8 

and 11.  

 

Discerning – Germany, Life’s Next Steps 
Hermine Glaser 

Grail member Hermine Glaser, who lives 
in California, has spent the past several 
months considering an offer to work for 
the Grail in Mülheim, Germany, after 44 
years in the United States. She shared 
her story and her thinking on the US 
Grail listserv. 

May 26: Considering 
I enclose some photos from my visit at 
the Mülheim Grail Center/Germany in 
March, which was a very special 
experience for me. And now I am 
thinking, how it would work to be there 
for 2 years and leave the USA after 44 
years. I would appreciate also your prayer 
for this big decision. 
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June 4: Mulling 
Thank you, Carol, and all who responded to my 
note and photos and my request for a prayer for 
the right decision (to work for 2 yrs. with the 
Grail in Mülheim)… 

This weekend I visited several artists at our local 
"Art at the Source" at their open studios. 

Saturday was very hot here (over 90° F), so I 
went with a friend to see artists close to Bodega 
Bay and yesterday I stopped in between studio 
visits, at the yearly Herbal Fair, which was 
combined with the Sebastopol Farmers Market 
and I had much fun! 

Artists who are very hard to get to, on narrow 
steep roads, live often in extraordinarily 
beautiful natural places. I enclose some photos 
and also some artwork from different women 

artist, who I visited. I realize now, that they were all in my age and much older. Some started 
after they had raised their children or after retirement. 

I liked especially the time at Lillian Lehman's small jewel studio at Driftwood Ave. (which she 
shared with two other showing artists). Lillian tells stories with her figurative sculptures and 
expresses emotions in clay. 

Years ago, I was in an "Inner Doll Making" workshop, were we met every month on a Saturday 
for nine months and created a life size "Inner Doll."  Lillian started with the founder of that 
metaphorical art work in Berkeley and for me it was so good to see that she continued. 

I love it when the focus is on expression of our inner life, emotions and soul. And that's why I also 
became an art therapist. Reflecting on it, I wonder if it is not that, what I am meant to focus on 
again. 

With the process of going to Germany there are so many things involved that are very hard for 
me. For example to sort all out quickly and letting go most of it.  I have a lot of art work (big and 
small and unfinished). How do I sell them or store them? My good car? I lose my health insurance 
here and my nice apartment with so much storage space in a nice area and low rent. 

There are so many legalities involved, which I never liked and was a burden all my life.  Where 
would I go, if I would like to come back to the USA after the two years? Starting all over again? I 
just turned 69 in April. 

And it is only 1 year and 8 months, (since) my husband passed away. His long sickness and death 
took a lot of my energy and I just feel I can breathe again. Forgive me, if I write too much of my 
personal stuff, but I am struggling with the decision that I should make soon. 

Love and peace and good decisions to all of us… 

The Grail in Germany supports a program on language and social 
integration for immigrant women from Bulgaria and Romania. 
From left, front: Silvana Ferraguti, Karoline Robins, leader of 
Initiative Hochfeld. Back: Hermine Glaser, 2

nd
 from left, and 

Gerda Kaufman, far right, along with two of the Initiative staff. 
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Above, Lillian Lehman at work. 
Left, a sculpture from one of the 
open studios “Art at the Source.”  

July 23: A Decision 
My decision-making process regarding going 
to Germany was a big one. There were a lot of 
questions about the unknowns for me, not 
only how I would get all the legal things in 
order before I leave from here and where to 
store my art and belongings, car, etc., how I 
would be a help to the Grail Movement in 
Mülheim (Northwest Germany) for the two 
years, but also where and how I would live, if I 
would like to come back to the USA. 

I had much enthusiasm about the possibilities 
of living at the German Grail Center (where 
they used to train Peace Corps workers for  

   Africa) and also to be closer to my family in  
                                 the south of Germany. 

(I came to the USA in 1969 to learn English, so I could register to work 
with the Peace Corps in Africa and interestingly I found the Grail in New 
York City through Joy Garland, when we both were singing with the UN 
church choir.  She invited me to a dinner to meet Audrey Schomer, who 

just had returned from her work in Africa and Audrey encouraged me to get my university degree 
first.) I got a BA and MA degree, but never was in Africa. 

Well, I have done much soul-searching to determine what would be best for me at this time in my life 
and also for the German Grail group whose members are mostly older than I and would need help 
with their outreach work soon. There was even a wonderful apartment ready for me. 

That is why I had reached out to you and consulted also with spiritual life counselors, and after a lot of 
reflecting and talking, I had decided not to deal with such a big life change right now. I became aware, 
that I am just getting my feet on the ground after my husband’s death. After all it is only one year and 
eight month since he passed away. There are still things I'm clearing and each thing takes much 
longer time than I think. 

I must say that one part of me still feels sad, that I let go of this opportunity to be in Germany with the 
Grail and that I was letting them down, but I hope they will find someone younger and I will know 
clearly what I am meant to do with the rest of my life. 

Love and blessings, 

August 2: A Postscript 
I corresponded mostly with Silvana Ferraguti…I sent many emails back and forth and we also 
talked on the phone, before and after my visit in Mülheim. Silvana, a social worker, came 30 years 
ago from Italy to Germany to help with a project (and stayed) is still a very active Grail member in 
Mülheim and Duisburg. 

Maria Schwab who lives close to where I grew up, came for a visit there and I talked to her on the 
phone in Germany and then from here…I sent my long (German) decision letter as expected on time, 
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Dream Questers: 

Teagan Blackburn 
Kate Devlin 
Kathi Hurley 
Lucy Jones 
Laura Kaplan 
Debra Lambo 
Monica Maher 
Simonetta Romano 
Beth Rosen 
Carol Siemering  
Deborah Silvestri 
Carol Skyrm 
Emily Thomas 
Sharon Thomson 
Carolyn Vadala 
and many Grail members 
present in spirit and prayers…   
Planners:  
Kathi Hurley, Lucy Jones, Carol 
Skyrm, Carolyn Vadala  

so Silvana was able to bring it along to the yearly Grail gathering in Heppenheim in early June, 
where Grail members come from all parts of Germany . They wrote also about it in the German Grail 
paper "Antenne" which I receive here in America. Even though the Mülheim Grail and the Grail 
friends I had met there would have liked that I would have joined them, they also understood and 
accepted my decision and sent their best wishes. 

I will stay in touch with them and I am invited to visit again when I see my family. 

So life goes on. Lately I am enjoying a group, who makes "soul cards" and sharing about it with 
writing practices and I can count many blessings every day. 

 

Cornwall Dream Quest: Second Gathering 

Lucy Jones 
“Now Sophia, dream the vision, share the wisdom dwelling deep within…” 

We began Friday evening with a celebration of the Solstice with folks from the community and 
Grail members arriving for Cornwall’s Dream Quest. Led by Grail member Rita Ponessa and 
Explorer Jacki Murray, we participated in a lovely ritual ending at the labyrinth and followed by a 
delicious potluck dinner. When our local friends departed, 
we gathered for the opening of the second Dream Quest 
weekend by sharing objects or stories of some significant 
aspect of the dreams from the first Dream Quest or some 
insight in the intervening period of time. 

Saturday morning began with a ritual of song and symbol 
created by Carolyn Vadala, using an original song of 
thanks that she wrote, vessels of water around the fire pit 
circle outside, and liturgical movement designed to open 
our hearts and bodies to the new thing beginning. 

The morning session started with sharing a paper that 
delineates different stages in a group spiritual discernment 
process and establishing where we are along a path that is 
just beginning and is intended to be two years in the 
making. This was intended to calm our fears or 
expectations around having to answer tough questions 
right now so we could truly be open to the unexpected 
answers that might be available to us through deep 
listening to the Spirit and our inner collective selves. We 
took time to gather up the richness of images that filled our 
cup from the last Dream Quest and to hear more from 
participants about symbols that continued to resonate. In 
the late morning, we held silence in a group meditation 
followed by sharing.  

During the early afternoon period, Lucy Jones led a guided meditation designed to help us listen 
for the flesh and sinew that could be added to dried up bones, to breathe life into “them dry 
bones.” This was followed by a walking meditation and then by a period of personal meditation 
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open to the means best suited to each person. Small groups met in the middle of the afternoon to 
share with each other their experiences in the silence, their insights and what they may have 
heard or felt in that time. Then we gathered all together to share the highlights in the whole 
group. 

The late afternoon was committed to a time of seeding the imagination. Sharon Thomson led us 
in a dramatic scenario of unlimited resources—envisioning that the Center had been the 
beneficiary of a large lottery winning by Cay Charles, and we were allowed to dream big dreams 
of what we would do if we didn’t have limited finances. We created a “fruiting tree” with the 
dreams each wrote on paper and attached to the newsprint tree. After reading all of them, we 
were directed to choose our top three. Going around the room, each woman spoke her one top 
choice, what she considered the most important direction for the Center. 

We closed the afternoon with a beautiful ritual outdoors led by Teagan Blackburn, smudging 
and purifying ourselves and then walking together into the “sacred forest,” singing a new song 
about healing and weaving. After dinner, we had an open informal session of piecing together the 
history of the Cornwall Center. 

Our Sunday morning ritual of giving thanks bled into processing what we had gathered 
up/learned/heard/experienced in the previous day’s dreaming and imagining. And that 
discussion folded almost seamlessly into what our next steps would be and who was feeling 
called to lead that session. We closed our work with a joyful ritual organized by Monica Maher 
in the prayer room. 

Some streams that emerged from listening to each other: 

 The Grail is an alternative route, an alternative community to the larger society, the small 
work rather than the large social movement. It has always been an alternative source of 
spiritual sustenance, of “water,” and if other sources are failing and our own resources are 
failing, then we may need to go dousing to find the small rivulet or stream. 

 We were reminded of rebirth in new forms as the 17-year cicada population was at its 
noisy height during the weekend. Cicadas made some think of how the Grail may die in 
one form to be reborn in another form. Also, lessons of the short, rambunctious, 
productive period apparent to the world, which is followed by a long period underground 
that avoids predation. 

 The lived experience of community, especially alternative community came up. 
Suggestions of intergenerational and alternative living educational communities; also 
ways and needs for strengthening/developing sense of community among Grail women. 

 Desire for rebirth of feminine consciousness, balance of feminine and masculine energies, 
also, lightening up (“trickster” message of laughter, unexpected surprises/distractions, 
ability to roll with it). 

 Patterns of the past inform our direction—examples like the Year School at Grailville, 
other residential programs. 

 Emergence of a particular thing to meet a particular need of the times: the small work, the 
lowly work. Keep things small, humble rather than lofty. Vulnerability is apparent. 
Cornwall is part of a larger work that is the Grail—one mountain in a whole range of 
mountains. 

 Wisdom ways of knowing—ancient tradition, connecting inner life and everyday life, 
divinity and humanity. Hidden in plain view, to be cultivated. 
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What’s next? 

Clear lines emerged from Saturday’s session of a calling toward international community 
building, intergenerational community and contemplative inter-spiritual/inter-faith living and 
learning. It is still too early for making any hard decisions, but to imagine various scenarios and 
divide into a few small groups (two to four) to work on some of the visions/themes that have 
come, seemed to be clearly the next step for our discernment. 

One thread may be to consider both the gift and the burden (responsibility) of owning a property 
such as the Grail Center and to play with what would happen to our Grail work and the Grail 
community in the northeast and the U.S. if we don’t have it. 

Another thread, not totally unrelated, is exploring the various ways we support each other, 
support women’s work in the world, provide opportunities for healing and for learning, push 
ourselves to develop community-building skills and stretch ourselves and each other beyond our 
comfort zones. 

“We are the food we eat, the water we drink, the air we breathe.  
And reclaiming democratic control over our food and water and our  

ecological survival is the necessary project for our freedom.” 
— Vandana Shiva 
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Bronx teens group at Cornwall 

Food Justice Group in the U.S. Grail 
Sharon Joslyn 

Inspired by and following up on the Grail Women in the Americas meeting of July 2012, the Grail 
in the U.S. has begun to explore the topic of Food Security and Food Sovereignty.  Seven of us 
have been meeting monthly by conference call and recently decided to share the wealth of 
information we are learning from each other with the rest of the Grail.  Look for regular articles 
in the Gumbo (and for more information, check the last issue of Crossroads).  [Note: Food 
sovereignty is grounded in the belief that everyone has the right to healthy, sustainably produced 
food, and that people and nations must have democratic control over their food and agricultural 
systems.] 

Bronx Teens at Cornwall Grail 
We have been conversing in our teleconference dialogues on “Food Justice” of the importance of 
working on all levels – local, national, and international – to affect change.  The literature speaks 
of the political importance for achieving Food Sovereignty with the building of family farms, 
CSAs, Community Gardens.  In the Bronx Grail, among other things, we reach out to involve girls 
in this process. 

In the Bronx, the Teens have been meeting monthly at the Grail House facilitated by three young 
women: Tina Kalala, Alina Almonte and Belkis Martinez.  Mary Kay Louchart and Sharon Joslyn 
help with planning and support.   

One effort this year has been to involve the teens in a concrete action which would connect them 
to Food Justice.  We opened a space for them in the Community Garden.  Getting off to a slow 
start, it slowed down even more with the heat wave.  Our hope for revitalization was an 
overnight, planned at the Cornwall Grail.  The Grail is gifted with offering experiences which 
include work, prayer, food, beauty, friendship and celebration all together.  We knew we could 
find that at Cornwall.  We were not disappointed. 

The Grail staff welcomed us early Saturday morning as we settled into our rooms at the Grey 
House.  We were Tina, Alina, Mary Kay, 
Sharon and the girls who were able to 
come: Gloridy Leon,  Mbelu Kalala, 
Biuma Kalala, Karen Rosendo and 
Gabby Neri. 
 
We used the book Emthonjeni: Come to 
the Wellspring/Exploring Change In A 
Climate-Changing World (published by 
the Grail/South Africa) for our input 
sessions.  We covered 1) Strategic 
Gender Analysis and 2) Earth and 
Environment.  There was also time to 
rest and roam.  In the evening, we 
joined the guests for the Minty Garden 
Party.  At a certain point, it moved into 
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singing and jamming with drums led by the fabulous Kalalas—a perfect end to a beautiful 
evening. 

Sunday, we went to the local church for Mass.  Right after church, we headed for the garden 
under the capable leadership of Lucy Jones.  We stood dumbfounded as Lucy gave an overview 
of possible tasks.  But Lucy was confident that we could handle everything as she divided up the 
tasks and we ‘dug in.’  We clipped vines off the fence, weeded, planted and watered.  We 
encountered bees, spiders and deer with varying reactions from the group.  We were hot and 
tired at the end but our garden looked loved.  It made us happy. 

Simonetta Romano and Sharon Thomson gave a presentation and led us in walking the 
Labyrinth.  The girls were given questions to consider as they walked the path:  “What is your 
purpose in life?”  “What will be your path?”  A gong was sounded as each girl entered and 
sounded again as each one exited.  It was a profound experience.    

On the return trip to the Bronx we began talking more practically about our Bronx Community 
Garden.  Who will water and when, with whom?  Food Justice is more than just planting the seed.  
Although, as Cherie Holman informed us from her work:  “Justice begins with the seed.”  We felt 
as part of a web along with our Cornwall sisters, joining together with the girls to plant the seed 
that may bear the fruit of justice. 

 

We Have Received Only 20%! (of Member Bios) 

The Membership Development and Enrichment team has received biographies from just 20% of 
U.S. Grail members. Sadly, this is the same amount of returned biographies as we had last month. 
We haven’t received one since June! Thank you to all the members who have already sent theirs 
in, but we’re still looking for the rest of you. 

Each month, we’re presenting a couple of the biographies that have been submitted, as examples 
to give you an idea of what to include. Thanks to Carol Nosko and Barbara Troxell for their 
submissions. 

Biographies should be about 350 words and please attach a photo. They can be sent to the 
National Office at office@grail-us.org or by regular mail to 932 O’Bannonville Road, Loveland, 
Ohio 45140. We can’t wait to read yours. 

 
Barbara Troxell 

Met the Grail in 1963; became a member in 1968 as one of the 
first Protestants in The Grail. I have lived since 2002 at Pilgrim 
Place, active vibrant retirement community, where there now are 
14 other Grail members. I am a United Methodist clergywoman, 
now retired, yet still active as a spiritual director, occasional 
retreat leader, and involved with a peacemaking group at local 
United Methodist Church. I enjoy signing, including in the Pilgrim 

Big apology to Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky forthe inadvertent misspelling of her 
last name in the July issue of Gumbo. A grievous error for which we apologize deeply. 

mailto:office@grail-us.org
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Place Chorale. Exercise is important at this time of life—through walking, water aerobics, Qi 
Gong and Tai Chi. In earlier years at different times of my life I have been a local pastor, campus 
minister through the student YWCA, dean of students at a theological school in Evanston, Illinois. 
I continue to have ecumenical and interfaith interests, as well as deep concerns for peace and 
justice in the world.  

Carol Nosko 

1938 
Youngest of 8, Slovakian/Catholic/Depression Era  
Working-class family in Johnstown, PA 
4 boys, 4 girls then; now 2 sisters, 2 brothers plus parents 
(over there) 

1950  
Eye(s) opening event at 12 yrs. 
Much needed glasses eases anxieties 
And opens a whole new world 

May 1956 
Johnstown H.S. Grad, No. 6 of 600 

June 1960 
European trip opens cultural vistas (age 20) 
MiddleEast journey challenges reality with different culture shock: 
Poverty, nomads as well as Holy Land phenomenon 

Summer 1961 
Search for deeper meaning leads me to The Grail at Grailville workshop with amazing Amazon-
type women from around the world 

1961-62 
Year School at GV—awakening to liturgy/laity role 
First farm experience plus singing with Lynn 
sacred dance with Ethel Riley plus 24/7 learning (dreams included) 

1962-64 
Two more years at GV supporting office/hospitality teams 
Plus haying and sneezing, and lots of eating = gaining weight 
Allowed me become even more of who I am 

1964-67 
Joined San Jose team “training” young women 
For possible volunteer work in Latin America 
Through grassroots religious education, voter registration 
And rich experiences singing “De Colores” with all the 
Latinas (and husbands) working and worshipping together 

1968 
Attended year-long Religious Education studies in London, Ont. 
Followed by invitation to facilitate Adult Religious Ed.  
in Franciscan parish in Phoenix, AZ (via Roz Lorenz, Grail) 
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1969-75 
Completed time in Phoenix with admin. jobs and 
Helping Roz Lorenz in her last transition (brain cancer) 
Beginning my training for final transition midwifery 

1975-87 
Return to San Francisco Bay Area, rejoining Grail meetings 3-4 times/year 
Plus jobs at Palo Alto City Library; becoming staff at the  California Institute of Transpersonal 
Psychology with deepening body/mind/spirit 
with the plus of having Victoria Jadez in same building 

Spring 1987 
Completed B.A. in Psych Counseling from Antioch U-SF 

1987-1989 
Two remarkable years at the Tiltenberg 
With Carol White, Mimi Marrechal, Trees van Voorst tot Voorst and Meineke (Hermien) van 
Sloten 
Empowering women through workshops and maintaining dish-washing rituals 

1990-2000 
While working full time, developed classes for women: Reiki (healing); Women Telling Your 
Stories (elders); workshops on Finding Your Life Purpose 
And creating ceremonies from birth to death and everything in between – Life Transitions 

2000 
Joined Cornwall team for three months doing what needs to be done  
and Writing Your Spiritual Bio classes with New York Grail and others 
Also met Juan Quesada, my best friend/lover/now husband (2009) 

2010-present 
Juan and I retired from jobs, moved to Southern Oregon because it’s 
smaller, cheaper, less dense with farms, wineries, apple/plum picking in orchards 
And down-home, kind, generous, loving people with Oregon Shakespeare Festival next door. 

Current life includes solitude, meditation, poetry/Haiku, journaling, Scrabbling, laughter, 
concerts, plays, counseling via phone, Strong Women’s exercise group-(weights), Farmers’ 
Market volunteer work, deepening connections with old and new friends—including Grail sisters 
and caring  for my love,  Juan,  who has MS. 
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Readers’ Corner 
We’re happy this month to renew a popular feature in 
Gumbo: a peek into what Grail women today are 
reading. We look forward to hearing what you have 
on your bedside table or tucked into your “while-I’m-
waiting” bag. Send an email to noreen@grail-us.org or 
give us a call at (513) 683-5750. 

Blue Revolution: Unmaking America’s Water Crisis. 
By Cynthia Barnett. Boston: Beacon, 2012. Paperback. 
$16.  296 pp. 

Reviewed by Marian Ronan 

I became a water activist in the 
early 2000s, when I heard Maude 
Barlow say that by the end of the 
century, at the rate we were 
going, there wouldn’t be any clean water left on the planet. Eventually, 
however, I came to think that climate change—droughts, melting 
glaciers, and the salination of groundwater—was the world water crisis. 
Now I am not so sure.  

Cynthia Barnett’s Blue Revolution: Unmaking America’s Water Crisis is a 
galvanizing examination of the U.S. water crisis and a proposal for how 
to solve it. In the first three chapters, Barnett explores the U.S. 

relationship with water that caused today’s water shortages. At the heart of this crisis, we 
learn, are massive past interventions in the natural flow of water—the building of dams, 
canals and levees. The Florida Everglades and the Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta in 
California are outstanding examples. To remedy the damage done to our water supply by the 
building of just such infrastructure, politicians and corporations now perversely propose to 
build even more of it.  

American obliviousness to the extent of our water use makes the crisis even worse.  Our 
single greatest use of water in the U.S. is for energy production—hydropower, thermal, even 
solar. Next comes irrigation, with agribusiness draining aquifers at a terrifying pace and the 
federal government still subsidizing water-intensive crops in very dry sections of the 
country. Almost as problematic are widespread efforts by municipal water systems, under 
the influence of global water firms, to enact technical fixes to water shortages. These include 
long-distance pipelines (an official in Nevada proposes piping water in from the Mississippi 
River) though such fixes only generate a new set of problems. And then there's our obsession 
with turf. When other details of Blue Revolution have escaped my aging brain, I will still 
remember Barnett's characterization of the 63,240 square miles of water-gulping backyards 
and golf courses across the U.S. as a “fifty-first state!” 

Barnett presents water use and management in Singapore and the Netherlands as examples 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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of approaches we would do well to adopt. But the heart of the "blue revolution" is what she 
calls a "water ethic," a contemporary take on Aldo Leopold's 1949 "land ethic." In place of any 
more humongous, expensive technological hydro-fixes must come a whole new ethical 
approach to water. All the people who lust after endless inexpensive supplies of water have 
to face up to the fact that the resources aren’t there. Instead we must use less water, plain and 
simple.  

The heart of Barnett's argument is chapter 11, "An American Water Ethic," with its stress on 
water conservation and reuse, especially rainwater harvesting. San Antonio, Texas; 
Monterey, California; and Perth, Australia are the models here, saving millions of gallons of 
water (and millions of dollars) annually by having convinced their residents to reduce their 
water use substantially. The underpinnings of such a change, however, are increased 
community involvement in water-use decisions, and on an even deeper level, educating 
ourselves to understand water as an essential, even sacred, element of life. 

And what about climate change? In some parts of the book, I regret what strikes me as 
Barnett’s creation of an either-or between the two: green revolution vs. blue. It seems to me 
that we need both.  

But by its conclusion, Blue Revolution had also convinced me that at least sometimes 
Americans are choosing ostensibly green options to the detriment of blue essentials. The use 
of millions upon millions of gallons of water laced with sand and toxic chemicals to frack for 
a supposed transition fuel, natural gas, is one example. The massive use of water to irrigate 
corn for use in ethanol is another. 

In the end, I’m sure you will agree that what we need is a true land-and-water ethic; the earth 
won’t survive without it. May we, as Grail women, deepen ourselves in this double ethic and 
do everything we can to share it far and wide.  

Marian Ronan is a member of the Grail Climate Action Circle leadership team.  

 

How Starbucks Saved My Life: A Son of Privilege Learns to Live Like Everyone Else 
By Michael Gates Gill. Gotham Books. 2007 272 pp. 

Reviewed by Jean Wilson 

This book was chosen by the Grailville Book Club for our summer 
reading. It is an autobiography of a 61-year-old white man's 
experience in working at Starbucks. It changed his arrogance and 
prejudice to understanding and humility. He learned that it is not 
what you do that makes you who you really are, but your respect 
for other people. 

Michael had been raised in a wealthy home in New York City and 
went to an Ivy League College. After living a successful life 
working in an ad agency he was laid off because of downsizing. 
Because of his age and attitude, he found he could not get another 
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job. He was without his family, his money, his dignity, his health insurance and diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. 

While sitting in Starbucks drinking his last cup of coffee, he lucked into a job as a lowly 
worker. All of his young co-workers and boss were people of color. He learned the 
satisfaction of good, hard work with the help of his boss, fellow workers, and the policies of 
Starbucks and how they treat their employees. 

Read the book and you will learn a lot about Starbucks and it may change some of your ideas 

about the service-workers we all meet every day.  
 

A Reading List 
The following books are on the reading list for the Grailville Book Club, which usually 
meets at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month at the Grailville Coffee House. New 
members are always welcome. 
 

9/5:  The Light Between the Oceans 
M L Stedman 
Transworld, Apr 26, 2012 - Fiction - 464 pages 
Richard and Judy summer bookclub read 2013, Goodreads category winner, and 
longlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction 2013, stunning story of a lighthouse 
keeper and his wife who face a life-changing moral dilemma. 
 
10/3:  Knitting 
Anne Bartlett 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Jun 21, 2006 - Fiction - 282 pages 
In Anne Bartlett’s engaging novel, a chance meeting sparks a friendship between two 
very different women who share a fascination with knitting. Sandra, a rigid 
academic, struggles to navigate the world without her husband, whom she has 
recently lost to cancer. Martha—a self-taught textile artist with her own secret store 
of grief—spends her days knitting elaborate projects charged with personal meaning. 
As the two women collaborate on a new project, surprising events will help heal 
them both. 

11/14:  A Higher Call 
Adam Makos, Larry Alexander 
Penguin, Dec 19, 2012 - History - 400 pages 
Four days before Christmas 1943, a badly damaged American bomber struggled to 
fly over wartime Germany. At its controls was a 21-year-old pilot.  Half his crew lay 
wounded or dead. It was their first mission. Suddenly, a sleek, dark shape pulled up 
on the bomber’s tail—a German Messerschmitt fighter. Worse, the German pilot was 
an ace, a man able to destroy the American bomber in the squeeze of a trigger. What 
happened next would defy imagination and later be called the most incredible 
encounter between enemies in World War II. 

 

http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22M+L+Stedman%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Anne+Bartlett%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Adam+Makos%22
http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Larry+Alexander%22
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12/5:  The Botany of Desire 
Michael Pollan 
Random House Digital, Inc., Jun 12, 2001 - Nature - 271 pages 
The book that helped make Michael Pollan, the New York Times bestselling author 
of Cooked and The Omnivore’s Dilemma, one of the most trusted food experts in 
America. 

In 1637, one Dutchman paid as much for a single tulip bulb as the going price of a 
town house in Amsterdam. Three and a half centuries later, Amsterdam is once again 
the mecca for people who care passionately about one particular plant—though this 
time the obsessions revolves around the intoxicating effects of marijuana rather than 
the visual beauty of the tulip. How could flowers, of all things, become such objects 
of desire that they can drive men to financial ruin? 

In The Botany of Desire, Michael Pollan argues that the answer lies at the heart of the 
intimately reciprocal relationship between people and plants …Weaving fascinating 
anecdotes and accessible science into gorgeous prose, Pollan takes us on an 
absorbing journey that will change the way we think about our place in nature. 

 

 
 

Grail Birthdays: August & September 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

AUGUST 
1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
3 Lydia Nieves 
7 Bobby Trombly 
10 Audrey Schomer 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Barbara Waldron 
18 Kathleen Sellers 
20 Doris Falgner 

20 Mary Lu Lageman 
28 Terri Guest 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Catherine Devlin 
31 Barbara Troxell 

 

SEPTEMBER 
6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Sheila Nader 
8 Emily Thomas 
8 Virginia Deters 
9 Fran McLaughlin 
9 Becky Hill 

9 Carolyn Vadala 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 
23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
26 Pam Cobey 
27 Monica Erler 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone- 
 Morrison 

 

 

http://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Michael+Pollan%22
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Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Joyce Asfour 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Shirley Beaupre 
Marcia Bedard 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy  Burger 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 
Helen Davis 
Maria De Groot 
Judith Defour-Howard 
Dora Estela Mena Delancey 
Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dolan 
Alice Dougan 
Gloria Duday 
Monica Erler 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Joy France 
Frances Frazier 
Ruth Gallant 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Elise Gorges 
Jody Grundy 
Terri Guest 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Dawn Helfand 
Bonnie Hendricks 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Mary Hughes 
Anne Hurley 
Kay King Jakob 
Lucy Jones 
Janet Kalven 
Alexa Kane 

Grail Member Giving, January 1-July 31, 2013 

140 Grail members have contributed $126,140.79 thus far this year. Thanks! 

61% of Active members 
44% of Emerita members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs    $1,508.75 
Cornwall General Fund   $8,104.25 
Grailville General Fund  $26,749.00 
National General Fund  $76,541.20 
Special Projects   $14,745.59 

 

Laura Kaplan 
Jean Kearns 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Viola Lafosse 
Debra Lambo 
Angie Loecke 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Lydia Nieves 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Rita Ponessa 
Dorothy Rasenberger 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Loretta Rokey 
Marian Ronan 
Elizabeth Rose 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Lenie Schaareman 

Elizabeth Schickel- 
   Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Maria-Emilia Thomas 
Stephana (Mary Ann)  
     Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara B. Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Jay Williams 
Teresa Wilson 
Jean Wilson 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


