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A Reflection 
Maureen Tate 

I think what I need to learn is an almost infinite tolerance and compassion because 
negative thought gets nowhere. I am beginning to think that in our time we will 
correct almost nothing, and get almost nowhere: but if we can just prepare a 
compassionate and receptive soil for the future, we will have done a great work. 

Thomas Merton, A Book of Hours 

I leave shortly for the International Council meeting in Australia and do so with a 
heavy heart, aware of the pressures and discomfort with Grailville decision making 
that is upon us. As a Council member, I take my responsibilities seriously and know 
that making good decisions takes time. I am not a good listserv communicator, 
although I follow all postings and appreciate those who have shared personally and 
deeply in that forum regarding the future of Grailville. I am slow to pull my 
thoughts together so I hope you will indulge me in this reflection. 

I am challenged by the passion of members in the Grailville discussion and 
encouraged that there is regional energy for a reimagined Grailville. What 
particularly struck me, from meeting notes and listserv postings, however, are two 
questions, “Why are we even doing this?” and “Why are we even discussing sale?” I 
admit to some degree of frustration at our lack of institutional memory and 
inability to face reality and grapple with harsh facts.  

I have spent many years as a Grail leadership 
volunteer, dating back to at least 1997 when I 
began working for Unified Program Planning 
(UPP). From that time, I can never remember a 
time when Grailville was not a concern, locally and 
nationally. In the past, I responded to at least two 
questionnaires asking members if they might 
consider living at Grailville sometime in the future 
because Grailville leadership recognized the 
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importance of having Grail members in residence. I witnessed many cycles of 
comprehensive future planning for Grailville that took us only so far. I have 
listened to members express frustration at our inability to take good care of our 
buildings and property and that we always kick the can down the road when it 
comes to addressing the enormity of Grailville’s challenges.  

Only last summer we reviewed the proposal submitted as the Grailville Land Team 
Report to the General Assembly (GA), that recommended sale of some portion of 
the property. Already in 2004, in the beginning of the new structure, planning for 
Grailville was a major priority. The Grailville leadership at that time was actually 
seeking more national ownership of Grailville because local members were 
overwhelmed by the expectation that it was their responsibility to keep Grailville 
going. At a very tragic and challenging Council meeting in 2005, Council members 
found ourselves posing the question, “How can we see ourselves going on?” We 
experienced great relief in imagining a smaller Grailville and had excitement that a 
smaller footprint on the north side, with a new green program/residence building, 
would be energizing for our movement, fundable and manageable. I regret we did 
not have the will as a movement to act at a time when some of us were younger 
and we had more resources to draw upon. I recall other “scenarios” articulated for 
Grailville under headings like “Earth, Arts and Spirit” and the Grailville Spiritual 
Center for Sustainable Living and Learning. I watched Grailville Boards and 
Advisory Boards form, disband and re-form. I have deep respect for the leadership 
and programmatic teams and staff of Grailville over all these many years and have 
tried to be personally supportive of these efforts.  

Many are voicing support for local Grail members who want to take the future of 
Grailville in hand and assert that those most invested should make the decisions. I 
respectfully disagree that there is a primary local investment in the future of 
Grailville. National and International investment in Grailville has a long history. 
Over decades, members beyond the region have supported Grailville and wrestled 
with its sustainability issues, whether through fundraising, as members of 
Grailville Boards and programming efforts, Connections and Finance Teams and 
Council members. Since adopting the new structure, I am aware of 23 members 
who have served on Council until the present day, Grail sisters all, giving generous 
amounts of time and energy, working to strategize a sustainable future for 
Grailville that has brought us to this moment. Proposers of the Home Place 
proposal themselves have been in Grailville leadership and program planning for 
Grailville throughout. All of these wonderful women worked very hard under very 
challenging circumstances. What is different now that gives us greater confidence 
that this time will be different?  
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Monarch Nursery at 

Pneuma 
Doris Johnson, Mary Lu 
Lageman and Terry 
Marshall have created a 
“nursery” for Monarch 
butterflies at their Grailville 
home. This week, Doris 
captured these images of 
three stages – the caterpillar 
(larva), the chrysalis and the 
butterfly emerging from it’s 
cocoon.  

 Many have shared stories of personal 
transformative experiences at Grailville. I have 
had my own. What has not been discussed, and I 
am surprised that I am the one raising it, is what I 
have come to think of as the shadow side of 
Grailville. Over many years, I witnessed so many 
wonderful, talented, committed women, both 
Grail and non-Grail, pre-current structure and 
within the current structure, who were brought 
low in their time of Grailville leadership. So many 
are no longer with us, having left the Grail or 
chosen not to join, because of the resistance, 
negativity and inadequate support they 
experienced and the sheer immensity of 
responsibility and expectation. Often they 
articulated frustration with Grail members 
themselves who they found uncooperative and 
unsupportive as they tried to implement 
whatever plan was currently in place. I am not 
speaking of the past year, or even the past five 
years, but going back more than 15 years of my 
intense involvement. I have also heard stories of 
early days at Grailville where strong leadership 
was particularly unforgiving. I have felt shame 
that we have allowed women to walk away from 
us so defeated, demoralized and often personally 
denigrated and rejected. Why are we not looking 
at this? 

What I feel is missing from the discussion thus far, 
and from the Home Place proposal in its present 
form, is an acknowledgement of the many cycles 
of reimagining Grailville that sought to implement 
these very ideas…farming internships, residential 
living, training young women, spiritual deepening, 
programming around land and spirit. I love the 
ideas. Programming has always been my first love 
in Grail service. There is nothing that says these 
ideas could not be part of our future Grailville in a 
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smaller footprint. We can do them even now while other planning is taking place.  

Perhaps I have too much Charlie Brown in me, expecting the football to be pulled 
away once again. I do not hear members seriously addressing why the Home Place 
proposed plan is more feasible now than previously. Many of the strongest 
advocates have had responsibility for the same program elements that we found to 
be unsustainable in the past. I say this with deep respect and admiration for all the 
work that our members and staff have done at Grailville and know how hard they 
have worked! It is not for lack of trying that we now face capacity limitations.  

I know from experience working with UPP, Training for Community Transfor-
mation and the Women’s Institute for Social Transformation, that women have 
more opportunities for education and personal enrichment than ever before. 
Fundraising for social change efforts is prioritizing, as it should, vulnerable and 
marginalized populations, not the empowerment of middle class, highly educated, 
mostly white women. Funding criteria is now outcome-based, less suited to the 
transformation of hearts and minds that requires a longer view. We are long past 
our ability to access traditional Catholic funding sources. I personally know several 
spirituality centers that are all struggling, despite ambitious programming and a 
more secure funding base. 

We no longer have the gift of nucleus members working on subsistence. Our 
programming efforts are of a boutique variety, involving small numbers of 
participants and requiring a huge investment of resources for planning and 
execution. Our garden intern program has always been small and not as financially 
viable as programs where participants pay full freight for their learning privilege. 
Our experience with residential living programs, (most recently the Cornwall 
Sacred Activism program) has shown us how difficult it is to find US participants to 
commit a week, let alone three months. One Grailville effort, a one-week program 
in 2011 titled “Living a Theology of the Land,” a 3-credit collaboration with Xavier 
University, was cancelled for lack of registrations.  

Recent communications have traveled fast and furious with alternative scenarios 
to the Grailville Future Committee recommendations and expectations for quick 
answers and action by Council. I do not think we were elected to be reactive and 
believe a more deliberative pace is needed when so much is at stake. As a 
movement, we committed ourselves to seeking new scenarios for Grailville, 
listening to each other, information-gathering and understanding what consensus 
is emerging for next steps. We are still in that process. Council and others have 
been working through vacations, other Grail responsibilities, jobs and other 
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commitments to be attentive and responsible, including considering ways we 
might come together, face to face, for deeper discernment. Members closer to 
Grailville are meeting regularly and have coalesced around Five Points of Focus 
that many have found helpful and clarifying. Grail circles, including members who 
have never been to Grailville, are seriously engaged and feel the import of this 
moment. 

My concern is not foremost about Grailville. As April Goering reminded us, in her 
moving 2005 litany about the land over eons, the land we are blessed to know as 
Grailville had a history before the Grail and will have one after us. My primary 
concern is how we go forward as a community. Our lack of cohesiveness, lack of 
personal access to one another in community, ongoing distrust of leadership, 
communication challenges, fear of the future, the inability to let go and to face 
financial realities are working against us.  

I often wonder whether Grailville is in service to the Grail or whether we are now 
in service to Grailville. Some feel strongly that we should continue to own all of 
Grailville so that our mission and vision is assured. I question why we think our 
vision and mission is so pure and unique. During the past two years, while 
attending the CSW as International Council representative, I met wonderful 
women and am impressed by those who are able to mobilize people, resources and 
the political will to respond to great need. I am inspired by friends in religious 
congregations who are small in number but continue their transformative work in 
new ways. I feel great hope and excitement about the proposers who want to 
manifest some dimension of our mission in a future Grailville. The call to work for 
transformation, to serve the cause of peace and justice, to build greater harmony 
and health among all peoples and creation is one we do not own. I wonder about a 
poverty of spirit that may grow in us if we hold on so tightly to what we think is 
uniquely ours.  

As I head to the IC meeting, I look forward to broadening my understanding of how 
our Grail sisters are facing the future and approaching similar questions and hope 
that the larger context will bring clarity to our situation in the US. I hold you and 
this great work in my heart. The prayer of Thomas Merton is part of my daily 
meditation. I know we will hear it differently but I want to be about the work of 
preparing a compassionate and receptive soil for the future in the largest sense, 
one that is life-giving for us and the world. 
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William Birmingham:  August 4, 1927-July 28, 2015 
It is done. It is complete. 

We have just learned that The Grail lost a long time good friend, Bill 
Birmingham, husband of the late Mary Louise Birmingham, in late July. This 
memory is from their daughter, Moira Birmingham. 

In the summer of 1964, William 
Birmingham joined friends and 
colleagues Joseph and Sally 
Cunneen and John Figueroa in 
presenting to a conference at 
Grailville in Loveland, Ohio. 
This was the Birmingham 
family's first vacation trip 
together, so when a bookstore 
clerk spilled the beans by 
asking daughters Moira and 
Kate how they had liked their 
adventure, they hurried home 
to find out where they were 
going. With his usual honesty, disguised by the mischief of an inveterate 
storyteller, Bill answered “Loveland,” so his daughters begged him to give the real 
answer. The Birminghams took their first airplane ride, moved into the Pneuma 
House for a week, and thoroughly enjoyed the country, the art studio and the pond. 
The following summer, Bill organized a Grail conference about death and dying, 
and the whole family made an enthusiastic return. Over the next years, Bill and 
Mary Louise connected with the Grail in Cornwall for ecumenical Passover feasts, 
Agape suppers and conferences. When they moved to Stuyvesant Town in 1977, 
they became part of the Grail community and liturgies in New York City. 

Bill Birmingham dedicated his life to ideas, words and the people he loved. His 
beloved wife, Grail member Mary Louise Birmingham, passed away in 2011. He is 
survived by five children and eight grandchildren, of whom he said, “When I think 
of my eight grandchildren – each of them and all of them – I know I did something 
right in my life. I'm not sure what it was, but I'm sure that it was.” The family is 
grateful that the Grail has been part of all of our lives. We welcome memories and 
stories from anyone who has known our parents. Please send them to: 

Moira Birmingham, moira.t.birmingham@gmail.com 
26 Moulton Street, Hamden, CT 06517 

Mary Louise and Bill Birmingham 

mailto:moira.t.birmingham@gmail.com
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Remembering Bill Birmingham 
Marian Ronan 

I first met Bill Birmingham and his wife, Mary Louise, at Grailville in the late 1960s. 
They were there leading a program; I don’t remember the theme, but I definitely 
remember them. I still have a copy of a contrapuntal reading that Bill put together 
for that program or one soon after, about the Holocaust. One side of the group read 
aloud “And praised be the Lord,” and the other side responded “Auschwitz.” And 
then the first side said again, “And praised be the Lord,” and the second side 
responded, “Buchenwald.” And so on. I can still hear it. 

When I moved back to New York in 1983, I began going to visit Bill and Mary 
Louise at their apartment in Stuyvesant Town, on the East Side of Manhattan. They 
had moved back to the city from New Jersey after their five kids were grown. We 
became good friends. They were both enormously kind to me. And interesting. And 
funny. 

What I would like to remember about Bill, in particular, today, however, is that he 
was a significant Catholic intellectual, something that had a major impact on me. 
Nobody in the working class world I grew up in was editing a major Catholic 
journal as Bill and his good friends Joe and Sally Cunneen were doing when I knew 
him. Next to me on my desk here is a volume of articles published in that journal, 
Cross Currents, between 1950 and 1990. Edited by Bill, the collection includes 
articles by Karl Rahner, Martin Buber, Jürgen Moltmann, Leonardo Boff, Thomas 
Berry and others. Under the editorship of Bill and Joe and their predecessors, Cross 
Currents introduced American Catholics to a wide range of distinguished 
intellectuals and theologians. I remember how thrilled I was the first time one of 
my articles was published in Cross Currents; Bill said that it had “narrative drive.“ I 
have rarely felt more honored. 

In the four years after Mary Louise’s death I also felt deeply honored to be included 
in the monthly dinner gatherings held by the Birmingham sons, daughters, grand-
children, nieces and nephews at Bill’s apartment in Stuyvesant Town. Even as he 
aged, Bill was still unfailingly warm, thoughtful, and welcoming. It saddened me 
when he finally had to move out of the apartment where I had visited with him and 
Mary Louise for so many years. But I also rejoiced that he was able to spend his 
final months in the home of his oldest daughter, Moira, and not far from his other 
daughter, Meg.  

How blessed we all were to have had Bill Birmingham in our lives. 
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Dispatches from the International Council Meeting 
Maureen Tate 

Maureen Tate, U.S. IC Representative, who is attending the Grail IC meeting in Sydney 
Australia, along with Terri Carter, Laura Hershberger and Marian Schwab, initially 
posted these reports on the national Grail listserv. Photos from Terri, Laura and Maureen. 

Saturday, August 29 

G’day! I am pleased to report that all have 
arrived safe and sound for the 
International Council (IC) Meeting and we 
are gradually adjusting to changes in 
sleep schedules. We appreciate the warm 
welcome and gracious assistance of our 
Australian Grail sisters who have done a 
wonderful job preparing for the meeting. 
We are 24 in all and include: IC reps from 
15 countries (unfortunately Italy and 
Tanzania are not among us); three ILT 
members (Marian Schwab, of course, among them); two translators (Laura 
Hershberger, for Spanish); Terri Carter, as back stage person; Mary Omedo, the 
administrative assistant to the ILT, Mary Farrell, our International Finance 
Officer; and our local Australian Grail hostess, Mary Nelson.  

The first thing I've learned is just how 
large the Pacific Ocean is and how remote 
Australia is! It seems everyone had equally 
long journeys, no matter where in the 
world they started from. I learned that it 
has been 20 years since an international 
meeting was held in Australia and I think I 
can now imagine why. For about half of us, 
this is our first IC meeting although it is 
also great to see many familiar faces.  

So far, we have had one day of orientation 
for new IC reps so that we are prepared to 
participate fully in the meeting that is now 
officially underway. Yesterday was spent 
preparing our “country walk” displays for 
today's sharing on the Grail of each 
country. We had a beautiful welcoming 
ceremony and another afternoon welcome Maureen Tate sharing the “Country walk”  
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reception with local Australian members. 

The theme of the IC meeting is “The Cry of the Earth, the Cry of the Poor: Call to 
Mission.” Our prayer each morning has focused on Pope Francis’ encyclical, 
Laudato Si, and it seems particularly meaningful to share the encyclical in a Grail 
circle that represents so many cultural perspectives. As we “walked” today through 
our various country realities, it was clear that our Grail countries walk the talk 
when it comes to living out the Grail’s mission and vision in ways particular to 
their situation. We heard about environmental efforts, international activities, 
work to address violence against women, economic empowerment programs and 
many efforts to gather women and girls for education, spiritual deepening and 
community. 

This afternoon, we had an opportunity to 
eavesdrop on a few of our ancestors, 
Margaret Van Gilsen, Elizabeth Namaganda 
and Father Van Ginneken as they chatted at 
“Café Heaven” regarding observations on the 
Grail Movement from their unique 
perspective, beyond the beyond. The 
conversation that followed was an 
opportunity to open up a few of the questions 
that are shared throughout the Grail 
regarding our spiritual diversity, common 
work, cultural shifts, experience of 
community, international identity and our 
capacity and energy for outreach and growth. 

Tuesday, September 1 

September 1st is the first day of Spring in Australia! How wonderful to have two 
chances in one year to celebrate the arrival of Spring. We are enjoying some of the 
first signs of spring here. Some are familiar such as the azaleas. However, Bird of 
Paradise, a specimen species for us in the US, are extravagant blooms along the 
highway here . Our prayer schedule today notes that September 1st has been 
declared a day of prayer for creation by Pope Francis. In an evening prayer that I 
was able to prepare with Paula Paime, of Papua New Guinea, we used a beautiful 
tribute to Gaia in which we are asked, “When was the first time you fell in love with 
creation?” Our shared prayer invited all to respond with our own answer to that 
question. Each had such unique and special images to add to our prayer. Perhaps 
you may want to include that in your prayer for creation today… When did you fall 
in love with creation? This morning I added another to my list…When I cut open 

and tasted a passion fruit for the first time. 😊 

Marian Schwab and Zodwa Mabaso, South Africa 
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The morning session discussion focused on International Formation. Serving on 
the International Formation Team are Marian Schwab, Kay Hunt (Australia), 
Regina Bashaasha (Uganda) and Silvani Valentim (Brazil) and Elsa Coutinho 
(Portugal). They reviewed a long list of International Formation activities from 
2013-2015 and upcoming activities for 2015-2017. They are taking an approach 
which considers all programs and activities as opportunities for growth and 
formation. Therefore, the list of upcoming was long and varied. The goal is to lift up 
all programs taking place in any Grail country and see them as an opportunity for 
formation, as there is no one program that is enough; for any one woman and all 
women can benefit from a variety of experiences. They advocated as an approach: 

1) If you go to something, take it home and use it;  
2) If you see something going on that is of interest, invite or request a repetition 

of that program; and  
3) Look at the needs of the real women you already have and don't try to make 

one size fits all. 
 
A good discussion followed in response to the question posed: How do we know 
when it is time to say YES to a new member? In inviting new members, beyond the 
formation content areas listed in the international manual, what are the important 
signs that we are looking 
for that a woman is ready 
to commit? The small 
groups developed many 
similar qualities as you can 
see from the photo at right 
but the point was driven 
home that supporting 
formation and membership 
is more than a check list of 
content areas. It is as much 
about the qualities of 
presence, responsibility, 
spiritual values, vision, openness, initiative, justice-seeking, etc., that lead both the 
Grail and those seeking membership together to say YES! 
 
A highlight of the morning was a very thought-provoking presentation and sharing 
with Australian member, Alison Healey, on the topic “Out of Empire.” I cannot do 
justice to Alison’s presentation by attempting a summary. Suffice it to say that we 
all recognized implications personally, politically, spiritually and in society, as well 
as in the Grail. The good news is that her presentation was based on a paper that 

Kay Hunt, Australia, and Marian Schwab 
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she has just written and was published by the Portuguese Grail in commemoration 
of the 20th anniversary of a journal begun by Portuguese member, Teresa Santa 
Clara Gomes, who died in 1997. The paper is also available as the September 2015 
“Global Justice/Overcoming Poverty” International Grail publication. Some of the 
themes addressed included: Religion of Empire, Religion of Creation; Empire and 
the City; God’s call to 'come out;’ Abundance and Scarcity; Sabbath and Jubilee; and 
Vision of the New Jerusalem. I hope I piqued your interest; we will make it 
available as soon as we receive a copy. It would be a good resource for Grail circle 
reflection and discussion. 
 
At the end of the day, we began discussion of planning for the next International 
General Assembly (IGA) and considered an exciting proposal for an international 
“Big Meeting.” Stay tuned! 
 
Of course, around the edges, much discussion and networking is happening that is 
generating enthusiasm, confidence and hope for the future of the Grail and our 
world.  
 
Wednesday, September 2: Avila Grail Center and Aboriginal Cruise 

After morning prayers, we set out for a day of exploration of Sydney. Local 
Australian Grail members prepared a wonderful day that began with a warm 
welcome and reception at the Avila Grail Center. The Center is one of the older 
properties in a residential area with lovely gardens tended by Helen Gomez. We 
relaxed with informal introductions, conversations and delicious snacks. Eating has 
definitely not been a problem throughout our visit! Terri has been brave enough to 
incorporate Vegemite into her daily routine. You will have to ask her about that! 
 
There are five who now live at 
the Avila Center: Ruth Crowe, 
Alison Healey, Helen Gomez 
and two other young women. 
The gardens were blooming 
with a very large variety of 
Australian lavender, camellias, 
azaleas, beautiful foundation 
beddings of geraniums that 
winter over here and wisteria 
was in bud. We enjoyed a 
house tour and what was 
particularly interesting is a 
simple programming annex 

IC Participants at Sydney Harbor 
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Terri Carter and Laura Hershberger on the cruise, with the 
Sydney Opera House in the background 

that was built off the rear of the house. It accommodates 15 and sometimes 50 
people for meetings and programs. It was well designed to fit into the overall 
structure of the house from the exterior and the room had a beautiful simplicity 
with lots of natural light. Elizabeth Lee gave a brief overview of the Sydney Grail 
Journal project. The Grail publishes a beautiful journal of quotes, photos and blank 
pages. For each journal that is purchased, a free journal is distributed to prisoners 
in local corrections institutions. Andrea Venier spoke about another project, Bags 
for Girls, beautiful and simple feminine hygiene supply bags that they assemble 
and distribute to countries where girls routinely miss school because they do not 
have personal supplies. 
 
Off to the spectacular Sydney Harbor! 
Before our scheduled Aboriginal cruise, 
we had a brief period to stretch our legs 
along the busy Harbor walk with 
restaurants, businesses and tourist 
activities. Some of us took advantage of 
the opportunity to have an up close and 
personal look at the famous Sydney 
Opera House that is built out over the 
Harbor. I have seen pictures but it is 
really spectacular in person.  
 
The cruise was booked solely for The 
Grail. Thank you for this gift from our 
Australian Grail sisters. We enjoyed the sun, beautiful vistas and commentary by 
the guide on the history of the area from the Aboriginal perspective. We enjoyed a 
45-minute stop at an island beyond the harbor and our guide continued the tour 
with story, nature lore and aboriginal dance. 
 
It was a refreshing day and the combination of sun and water left one feeling as if 
you spent a day at the beach, which was welcomed by all and especially those of us 
who left summer behind. Some catch-up back at the Center and preparation to pick 
our agenda back up tomorrow. Thank you Australia Grail for a wonderful day! 
 
Thursday, September 4 

As in many meetings we have attended through the years, we have experienced a 
familiar pattern where everything seems to be flowing well and at a reasonable 
pace and then, all of a sudden, it seems that the pace quickens, discussions grow in 
intensity and too much seems unresolved and relegated to the parking lot. Well, all 
is still going very well but today was a busy day. During the morning there was a 
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review of International Finances and several activities to raise consciousness about 
the varieties of funds, their applications, how to access them and the role of the 
National Leadership in relation to these various funds.  
 
We shifted gears mid-morning to address the proposal of the Brussels Grail to be 
recognized as a Grail entity. Patricia Camisão presented very well for the Brussels 
group and much enthusiasm and appreciation was expressed. Nevertheless, there 
were also reasonable questions asked that led us down a few other paths that need 
further clarification. Sometimes one issue or question can become a door through 
which other insights, questions and issues enter that also need to be addressed. It 
was an energizing discussion and one of the issues that we will come back to for 
resolution. 
 
All who come to Australia look forward to seeing 
a Koala and our Australian hosts were happy to 
oblige. Those not having a later opportunity set 
out today and came back with lots of OOH and 
AAAH reports. One more thing off the bucket list! 
We are also enjoying easy sightings of the 
unusual Kuckeberra (kookaburra) bird. The 
former Girl Scouts among us will recall the 
song…”Kuckeberra sits on the old gum tree…” I 
am embarrassed to admit that I never knew it 
was an actual bird! 
 
The afternoon found us once again deep into finances, to appreciate sources of 
income and anticipated expenses for the 2016 and 2017 budgets. You can never 
take too much for granted when it comes to finances and you do what it takes to 
focus attention. Zodwa Mabaso, ILT, had a great way to capture our imagination by 
dividing us into Butterflies (the resources flying in as income) and Frogs (what 
keeps getting pulled out). We did an assignment and then changed places to 
critique each group’s effort. So in the end, we all got to be both frogs and 
butterflies. 
 
Next up...Centers. Not a small topic for late in 
the afternoon with only an hour before 
dinner. Maria Carlos Ramos, ILT, did an 
overview of the ways that centers have 
served the Grail and also the challenge of our 
centers in terms of human and financial 
sustainability. Some places are 

An actual kuckeberra in an actual gum tree!  
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experimenting with new types of centers that are not residential but community 
spaces for meeting and programming. She noted that although centers have 
traditionally been a national work and responsibility there is also an international 
interest in our centers. She suggested that we need more exploration of what we 
want from our centers and suggested that Alison Healey’s presentation on Religion 
of Empire and Religion of Creation might relate. She also introduced an idea that is 
under consideration for an International Grail Center in New York to support the 
Grail’s future work at the United Nations in the event that the Bronx house might 
one day be unavailable. Another addition to the parking lot… 
 
Enough for one day! Giving our brains a rest, we headed off to evening prayer and 
were delighted to find a charming tableau of simple doll figures in a landscape 
arranged on the floor. The theme of today’s prayer was Earth. Our prayer 
incorporated a story of a mother’s dream of her children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren suffering the Earth’s degradation that led to personal 
transformation and commitment to personal action on behalf of creation. I am 
sorry that when I went back to take a picture it was already disassembled.  
 
Abida Jamal and I hosted an evening of sharing on the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) and Sacred Activism programs. Our biggest 
accomplishment was overcoming lots of technical difficulties to project our video 
and slides. In the end my little tablet came to the rescue. Who knew it had all these 
ports and capabilities. Not me!  
 

Welcome from the Australian NLT and Opening Ceremony 
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Homily for the Feast of the Assumption at Grailville 
Joyce Minkler 

And here we are again: it is the Feast of the 
Assumption of Mary at Grailville. How many times 
and in how many ways has this feast been 
celebrated here? With how many different 
understandings of its meaning, in how many 
different historical periods of war, of peace, of 
energy, of exhaustion, of good harvest, of poor 
harvest, of profound discouragement and of great 
hope? In how many different periods of the 
evolution of the Grail and Grailville have people 
gathered here on August 15th? 

And here we all are, today, a community of friends, 
connected to each other in ways that are too rich 
and complex to even begin to describe. We are here again, to listen to these 
readings, to be fed at this table, to celebrate the fullness of life: Mary’s life, our lives 
and this great web of life which holds and nourishes us all. Today we celebrate life 
and say a profound “Thank You” to the Creator and Source of All That Is for life, 
which is both so ordinary that we take it for granted, and so miraculous that try as 
we might, our best minds cannot understand it. 

The gospel for this feast is one of the most beloved Christian stories: young, 
pregnant Mary goes to visit and help her much older and pregnant kinswoman, 
Elizabeth. Each women is carrying life, doing what women’s bodies are created to 
do. Two pregnant women, one younger, one older, members of the same family, 
offering help and support to each other. Ordinary, normal, expected. They can’t 
really know that the life each carries will change the course of human history but 
as they greet each other, there is some shock of recognition. They are part of a 
drama way beyond the ordinary, and as they rejoice in each other, the life that they 
carry rejoices. The response of both women is awe and gratitude, linking them to 
generations past and future of all those who allow the fullness of God’s life to be 
poured out into the world. 

Now, we can imagine that after this initial burst, Mary and Elizabeth sat down for 
many long talks. “There was this angel, my whole heart told me to say yes and I 
did…but now, what will happen to me? Joseph surely won’t want me; I could be 
stoned to death; will I bring shame on my family? I believe I am doing what God 
asks of me but I am terrified”… “You know that Zechariah and I tried for years, but 
we could never conceive. And now in my old age, I am pregnant. I’ve stayed in the 
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house for the past five months, not knowing how to face people’s questions. And 
then Z. went to the temple to pray and something happened. He can’t speak. I’m 
old; can I survive childbirth? I don’t understand any of this, but I want to believe 
that somehow it will be alright.” Women being there for each other during very 
scary times, trusting their deepest experiences and intuitions. The ordinary and 
the extraordinary all mixed up together. 

And then there is this pretty scary world that we live in today, and there is the 
world of the Grail and Grailville. When I came to Grailville in the early 60s I was 
looking for God, excited by new theological insights and by beautiful liturgy. 
Grailville was rich soil to grow in. But what struck me most and stays with me after 
all these years is what I learned here about “the beauty of the ordinary.” I quickly 
learned from my elders to make a good cup of tea and to serve it graciously. I 
learned about hospitality, how to welcome visitors and help them to feel 
comfortable. I learned how to set a table, clean a floor, harvest vegetables, how to 
create “atmosphere.” My mother had taught me all these things but what I learned 
here was something about the sacredness of creating beauty at every possible 
opportunity, not just in liturgy or for special occasions, but in each daily task. We 
joked about the PhD with the MOP – there were no class distinctions where the 
needs of daily life were concerned. We worked hard to make feasts and programs 
beautiful and meaningful, but life in “ordinary time” was just as important, just as 
sacred. And we learned to listen to what was deepest in our hearts and to 
reverence that in each other. 

I’ve been thinking about these things during the last few months as we wrestle 
with questions about the next step in Grailville’s evolution. How will life go on here 
– will it? What new contributions might Grailville make in this complex, 21st 
century world? Like Mary and Elizabeth, we sit and talk and plan together, 
sometimes anxious and frightened and sometimes filled with hope by this new 
challenge. What is the Holy One asking of us? We are trying to be there for one 
another, trusting that new life will emerge from our efforts to be faithful to our 
history and to the needs of the world. 

Each living thing is an expression of the overflowing life and love of God. The 
ordinary is the extraordinary. And today, we celebrate that Life which nurtures, 
challenges and changes us. Life that overflows like the harvest and that persists in 
the face of war and political persecution, famine and destructive governments. In 
the darkest times, we pin our hope on this Life within us and surrounding us. Life 
at once so ordinary and so extraordinary that it takes only, and necessarily, our 
prayerful Yes to come to fullness, as it did in Mary. 
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Grail Birthdays: September-October 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

SEPTEMBER   

6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Emily Thomas 
8 Virginia Deters 
9 Fran McLaughlin 
9 Becky Hill 
9 Carolyn Vadala 
9 Linda Suter 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 

23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
26 Pam Cobey 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone- 
          Morrison 
OCTOBER   
1 Duanne Welsch 
1 Jody Grundy 
2 Margaret Kane 
4 Lin Jacobs 
4 Nancy Traer 
5 Mary Kay Louchart 
6 Jean Kearns 

6 Maria-Emilia Thomas 
9 Peg Linnehan 
13 Mary Ann Neuman 
13 Rita Ponessa 
16 Frances Martin 
16 Lyllis Ling 
17 Sharon Joslyn 
17 Thanh Nguyen 
23 Jeanne Daniher 
23 T. Rose Holdcraft 
24 Debra Lambo 
25 Ria De Groot 
26 Roberta Gill 

 

 
 

Grail Climate Action Circle 
Joy Garland 

The Grail Climate Action Circle  will be meeting on Monday, September 14 

from 5:30-9PM to 9PM at Joy Garland’s apartment in New York City to discuss 

further actions to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy sources. On 

September 29, we will be joining with WECAN, a women’s group, in an outside 

demonstration to express our concerns across from the UN when world 

leaders are meeting after the visit of Pope Francis on September 24. 

The Grail Climate Action Circle has been meeting each month, but apologize 

for not sending news of this into the listings earlier.   
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Member Giving: January 1 to August 31, 2015 
 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 172 101 530 59% $72,367.00 
Emerita 65 24 96 37% $24,377.42 

Grand Totals 237 125 626 53% $96,744.42 

 

Cornwall  $12,137.50 
Grailville  $10,400.00 
National  $50,568.50 
Special Projects  $23,638.42 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Gabriella Chapman 
Emilia Charbonneau 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Helen Culleton 
Tiffany Curtis 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Maria de Groot 

Dora Delancey 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Marian April Goering 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Miriam Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Sue Ann Kraus 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Mary Emma Kuhn 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Judith Brown Leigh 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Marian Lucas 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 

Beth Rosen 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Sharon Wood 
Renee Wormack-Keels 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


