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Looking For A New Gumbo Editor 
Noreen Willhelm, National Director 

With my impending retirement in the Fall, the Council is looking at re-configuring how 
some of the work of the National Office is handled. One element of that is the creation 
and management of publications – Gumbo, the National Grail News, listservs, etc. Right 
now, we’re looking for a member who would be willing to serve as editor of Gumbo, a 
task which takes about 15 to 20 hours a month, depending on the volume of 
contributions. Right now, it is created in Word and distributed electronically through 
the News on the first Friday of each month and in printed form to about 80 readers. It 
can be done from any location and the mailing could be managed by someone else or a 
group of volunteers. We’d like to have the new editor get started soon, perhaps 
producing the next couple of issues jointly, to ease the handoff. If you are interested in 
exploring this work, talking about what it entails, let me know at noreen@grail-us.org. I 
have to say that producing Gumbo has been one of the most rewarding parts of this job. 

 

My Grail Story and a Call to Action 
Mindy Burger 

I was encouraged to share this story by a friend in the Grail who was not clear about the  
Sofia Fund, which provides support for Maasai girls 
under the care of the Grail in Tanzania, its beginning 
and why it’s so important that we all contribute to it.  

Many of you have strongly supported the work the Fund 
makes possible and I thank you so very much for that. 
This is my Grail story and the story of the hows and 
whys of the Sofia Fund. 

Chapter 1: Who I am... 
I grew up in the suburbs of Ohio in the 1950’s and went 
to Catholic schools all my life. My mom was a worker 
bee. She helped start an organization called The Mercy 
League which supported the work of the Mercy Sisters. 

mailto:noreen@grail-us.org
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She ran the PTA and volunteered at the soup kitchen. She modeled service and made it 
clear that the stories you heard on Sunday should have a direct connection to the way 
you lived your life. 

I went to college at the University of Dayton in the early 1970s. It was the rebirth of 
feminism. My girlfriends and I read excerpts from Sisterhood is Powerful to each other 
during dinner, started the women’s center on campus and brought Shirley Chisholm, 
the first black woman to run for president, to town to speak. 

My senior year, I met the Grail through Janet Kalven who was working there at the time. 
I ended up as a participant in Semester at Grailville (SAG) and, like a lot of you, that 
choice and experience changed my life. I met Sally Timmel and Anne Hope, who were 
working against apartheid in South Africa. I shared in Veronica Forbes’s passion for 
organizing farm workers, picketing Kroger stores on Saturdays and saw her off to work 
with Cesar Chavez. I listened to Catherine Leahy’s stories of Dorothy Day. I heard about 
Uganda’s struggles from Alice Dougan and life in Indonesia from Francine Wickes. 
The list could go on and on... 

I was amazed inspired and joined the Grail in 1973.  

I tried to fit those big experiences on the world stage to who I was and what I wanted. I 
never knew quite where to go or what to do with all of that. In the end, after a bit of 
wandering, I was honest with myself. I knew I wanted a family to raise in my own 
hometown. I married Denny Burger in 1978 and we raised our family in the circle of 
Grail friends and Grail values. It was the right decision for me. And, it was my amazing 
karma to end up teaching art at my very own grade school, Nativity, for almost twenty 
years. 

Then, six years ago, an empty nester, with a little more time on my hands, I received a 
video from Becky Hill about how to save the world with a 12-year-old girl: “The Girl 
Effect.” 

On the way to work that day, I kept thinking about that 
video. I thought... heck, I teach 12-year old girls! I found a 
United Nations Organization call Girl Up that works to 
build solidarity between girls in developed and 
developing countries. I asked my principal if I could start 
a chapter at Nativity. He said yes. 

For the last three years of my teaching career, our Girl Up 
Group, met one day a week after school to make cool art 
stuff! We’d sell the stuff we made and use the funds we 
raised to support girls’ education in developing countries. Mindy and Denny Burger, with 

Honorata Mvungi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg
https://girlup.org/
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Along the way, we learned more about what life is like for girls in developing countries 
and built our own leadership skills. We also gave each other a little support and who 
doesn’t need a little support in junior high? In those three years, we raised quite a bit of 
money. Most of it went to St. Teresa of Avila School, run by the Grail in Mwanga, 
Tanzania. 
  
In the Spring of 2013, a friend introduced me to the Fund for Teachers. I applied for a 
fellowship to visit St. Teresa. To my amazement, I received the funds to travel to 
Tanzania that summer. Denny was newly retired and we decided he’d come along. 

This is where the Gospel stories I learned growing up in the 1950s, my mother’s worker 
bee example of walking the walk, my feminist and social justice ideals learned from the 
Grail, that Girl Effect video and my 20 years of teaching at Nativity all came together. 

Chapter 2: Tanzania  
In August of 2013, Denny and I spent 3½ weeks with the Grail in northern Tanzania , 
mostly living at Kisekibaha. We did, in fact, visit St. Teresa School and met some of the 
girls who will become the future leaders of their country We also met the smart women 
who are educating them.  

St. Teresa is a boarding school, as are most high schools in Tanzania. Most roads aren’t 
paved and getting to and from school on a daily basis is impossible. Water is also an 
issue in Tanzania. There is a 20-year drought, so water is scarce. But even if the water 
were plentiful, there is no infrastructure to bring water to the schools.  

So if you are going to build a school, you must first find water, dig a well and then figure 
out a way to bring the water from the well to the land that you have...This is life in 
Tanzania. Even so, St. Teresa is thriving with lots of support from the Grail in other 
countries, especially the USA and Australia. They are building a new science lab and 
new dormitories. After just a few short years, there are 450 young women living and 
going to school at St. Teresa. It’s exciting and amazing. 

In Tanzania, as I’ve said, there is not much infrastructure and no safety net except the 
kindness of others. Bathing in a bucket, eating the same foods at every meal, living with 
unpredictable electricity and terrible roads were a stretch for me!  

I learned about the implications of climate change for the poor. When people cook with 
wood and there’s not enough rain to water the seeds in order to grow more trees and 
re-forest the mountains, the result is deforestation. Maize doesn’t tassel, resulting in a 
steep decline in food supplies.  

I met a grandmother, a Grail center neighbor, who is raising her disabled grandson; 
both his parents dead from AIDS. 

http://www.fundforteachers.org/
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But Tanzania is also a place of great beauty, especially in the spirit of her people who 
are faith-filled and kind. In a land of little technology, people have time to talk with each 
other, elders are honored and respected; liturgy is joyous. Within its borders lies the 
Olduvai Gorge where the Leakeys found the oldest evidence of human beings and the 
great Serengeti, from the Maasai word meaning land of endless space. In this Eden, 
herds of wildebeest and gazelle, zebras and water buffalo roam in profusion. It is 
beautiful. 

Like all stories, this story has some twists. It turns out, there might have been a different 
reason I ended up in Kisikibaha, an hour from Mwanga in northern Tanzania. It’s the 
closest experience I’ve ever had to “being called.” 

Here’s what I learned once I got there: My 
friend and Grail sister, Honorata Mvungi, 
(who, by the way, is 74 years old) has been 
working with the Maasai ethnic group for the 
past 10 years. The Maasai are a nomadic 
people. Cow-herding is central to their lives. 
They have closely guarded their culture from 
the incursions of western influence and life 
in the 21st century and live pretty much the 
way they have for hundreds of years. In 
some ways, meeting them is like meeting 
Native Americans of 200 years ago.  

The problem is, the Maasai practice female 
genital mutilation (FGM), the deliberate 
removal or alteration of girls’ genitalia. They 
practice it even though it is illegal in 
Tanzania. Honorata started meeting with 
some of the Maasai women, trying to explain 
that there is no physical reason for FGM, and 
in fact it is very dangerous. She also explained that FGM is a tradition, not an essential 
part of Maasai culture. But the Maasai women told her that if their daughters didn’t get 
FGM, no Maasai man would marry them; that the only way for them to avoid FGM was 
to get an education so they could live outside Maasai culture. And they asked Honorata 
if she would raise their daughters. 

Honorata said yes. So now the Grail is raising 29 Maasai girls on a small compound right 
next to the Grail Center at Kisekibaha. They are there with the permission of their 
parents, in hopes they can get an education and stay safe until they are grown and can 

Feliciana with Maasai girls, photo by Ann Heidkamp 
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Maasai girls. Photo by Ann Heidkamp 

make their own decisions. When we returned home, Denny and I started a fund to 
support them, called the Sofia Fund, named after the youngest of the girls. 

When I first heard about FGM, I could hardly believe it. I was horrified, angry and 
overwhelmed. I felt powerless to do much about it and went on with my life. I started 
the Girl Up group with my junior high girls and rationalized that I was doing what I 
could in my own simple way. When I wrote the Fund for Teachers fellowship to visit the 
Grail's St. Teresa School in Tanzania, I didn't know that my experiences would take me 
straight to the heart of this terrible violence. 

Seeing the work that 
Honorata is doing among 
and with the Maasai 
community made me so 
proud to be a Grail sister. I 
heard Mary Daly, the 
feminist theologian, speak 
at Grailville in 1974. She 
said women have to be 
willing "to jump off the cliff 
and have the faith that the 
ground will rise up under 
them." Though she may 
have been referring to 
something entirely 
different, this phrase 
always resonated with me 

as a challenge to follow your heart, be brave and respond in a radical way to the Spirit 
working in your life. Surely the choice of the Tanzanian Grail to take on raising the 
Maasai girls is all that and more. 

So now the Universe has presented me with something I CAN do about FGM. I have met 
these bright and beautiful little Maasai girls and even some of their families. I have 
visited their homes in the bush and seen where the mutilation takes place. I know the 
people who are keeping them safe and getting them an education. They are my friends. 
They are part of my Grail family. I trust them. I promised them I would come home and 
tell their story and get them some help in this great good work. 

Here is a short slide show highlighting St. Teresa, Kisekibaha, the Maasai and the girls: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZIlAVKkuEc&list=FLJKpcSUIFPbdBapFiJtFEXA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZIlAVKkuEc&list=FLJKpcSUIFPbdBapFiJtFEXA
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Chapter 3: Going Forward Together  
Over the past three years, with the generous support of many of you, we have raised 
over $30,000 to support the Maasai girls at Kisekibaha through the Sofia Fund. The 
money has gone for a cook/helper for Felisiana, the young nucleus member who is 
mama, teacher and caretaker 24/7. It has also funded a fence to keep the goats out of 
the garden and make the compound safer from thieves. It has made possible the buying 
of food, clothes and school supplies and is helping build a community room where the 
girls can eat together and study. 

This past December, Martha Heidkamp and Ann Heidkamp spent time at Kisekibaha. 
They assure us that the girls are thriving. Martha and Ann are enthusiastic about 
supporting this good and important work. 

We can't save all the little girls who face the horrors of FGM, but we can help these 29. 
The ones we know. The ones being raised by our Grail sisters.  

In case you missed them in last month’s Gumbo, there 
are some handwritten letters from the girls we recently received. Remember, it’s their 
third language! 

If you have any questions or comments, I’d love to hear from you. My email is 
mindymarieburger@gmail.com or phone at (513) 600-8458. Finally, if you aren’t 
already a contributor to the Sofia Fund, I urge you to become one. Here’s the link 
http://www.grail-us.org/howtohelpthesofiafund/ 

Thanks for your patience with this long story. Peace. 

 

Elder Care Work Group Update 
 

The core Elder Care Work Group (ECWG) now consists of: Maureen Tate, Chair and 
Council liaison; Fran Martin and Martha Heidkamp, Health & Welfare (H&W) Fund 
co-administrators; Joyce Minkler, Elder Care Manager; and Sharon Joslyn who was 
recently confirmed by Council.  Joyce is often the first contact point for Grail elder care 
concerns and questions. She manages information and needs as they arise for 
emotional, planning or financial support.  She consults with those involved in care of 
members locally, whether at home or in assisted living residences. Fran and Martha 
review requests for Health and Welfare (H&W) monthly supplements and money for 
special needs funded by the H&W Support Fund. Maureen manages the administrative 
aspects of the team’s functioning: planning bi-monthly meetings, doing reports and 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/590b1283101/a3cc674a-83ad-4052-8488-2d5611078007.pdf
mailto:mindymarieburger@gmail.com
http://www.grail-us.org/howtohelpthesofiafund/
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minutes, linking us to Council and to other Grail teams, and holding an overview of our 
work. We gratefully welcome Sharon as she begins to engage in the work of this team. 

Grail members sometimes express confusion and concern about our commitment to 
Grail elders and the status of the Health and Welfare fund. We want to assure you of the 
adequacy of the Fund, which undergirds the needs of our Grail elders. This Fund was 
established to provide for Grail nucleus and other members who worked for at least ten 
years in Grail projects on a “subsistence” level of remuneration. Allocations from the 
fund are distributed as monthly supplements and also for one-time or special needs, 
e.g., dental care. All of our specific work is done on a confidential basis, but we want all 
Grail members to be aware of the Grail’s resources to care for our elders. We respond to 
requests, financial and otherwise, throughout the year. We do periodic updates, 
typically in the Fall, reaching out to members receiving supplements about any changes 
in their needs. If anyone’s needs have changed or if they feel someone is struggling or 
even for something less specific, please contact Joyce, as she is most knowledgeable 
about overall resources. 

The robustness of the H&W Fund is carefully monitored. The ECWG recently reviewed 
the report from the Actuarial Study, conducted every three years, to ensure that the 
Fund is sufficient to meet projected needs. While there are always fluctuations in 
market returns, the Fund continues to demonstrate returns that assure us it is 
functioning as anticipated. While we continue to draw down the Fund, as is its intent, 
thanks to the Grail Asset Policy put in place many years ago, the H&W Fund receives a 
portion of income from bequests and property sales. If you have any questions or 
concerns about the H&W Fund itself, we urge members to consult with Martha, as she is 
most conversant about the actuarial studies and other financial aspects. 

Grail members around the country continue to visit and support in many ways our elder 
members who have limited mobility. We want to thank those who have been so faithful 
and to encourage other Grail folks to make a commitment to sharing time with those 
valiant women among us who created our Grail history in the United States. You will be 
amazed at the stories you hear! Contact Joyce or Maureen if you would like to be 
connected to elders in your area, or if you have other resources that you would like to 
share with our older members. 

Please do not hesitate to contact any of us for more information about our work, to 
share concerns you may have or needs that you see.  We gratefully celebrate all that our 
Grail elders have created and shared with us and want to keep the reality of Grail 
community alive in their experience. 

Martha Heidkamp, Sharon Joslyn, Frances Martin, Joyce Minkler, Maureen Tate 
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The timeline: 
May 6 Report on our financial 

situation distributed 
May 6-20 Discussions in Circles and 

virtual groups on the Grail's 
financial situation 

May 20 Ballot and packet of 
information distributed, in 
preparation for the vote 

May 20-June 9 Discussions in Circle groups 
and virtual groups to 
discuss the recommend-
ations from the GIC and 
Council 

June 9 Ballots due (postmarked by 
June 1) 

June 15 Results of the vote reported 
to membership 

 

Corrected Grailville Ballot Timeline 
Sally Timmel for the Grailville Implementation Committee 

Editor's Note: The timeline for the Grailville ballot included in the April 29, 2016 National 
Grail News was in error. This is the corrected timeline. 
 
The Council and Grailville 
Implementation Committee (GVIC) have 
agreed to the following timeline for a 
vote on the sale of some of the land at 
Grailville. For some members, this has 
seemed like a very slow process; for 
some others, it is too soon. We want to 
encourage as many members as possible 
to join a circle group where a member of 
Council or the GVIC can be present to 
answer questions and have a fruitful 
discussion. If members do not belong to 
a circle group, we will set up a few 
virtual meetings - conference calls - for 
the same purpose.  
 

We look forward to discussions with as 
many of you as possible.  
 

 

Collections Committee Update, February – April 2016 
T. Rose Holdcraft, Lenie Schaareman 

This update is to share some of the process of sorting and making further sense of the 
holdings at Grailville as regards art/heritage and historic Grail Art production items. 
Those of us working on the art/heritage component of the holdings at Grailville 
requested a dedicated space for several months to further sort through and identify 
potential art/heritage treasures at Grailville. Two rooms in House of Joy—Bedroom 1 
and the adjacent Robert Hall—are now the dedicated spaces. In April, Joyce Minkler, 
Becky Kremer-Hill and T. Rose Holdcraft sorted and began relocating items that we 
would like to propose as essential to the telling of the Grailville/U.S. Grail story. We will 
continue to identify items during May through July and locate those items (excluding 
furniture) into Robert Hall and Room One. Things that do not have direct relevance as 
far as we currently know, are being placed in a third room for several others to 
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Round tables (each about 4.5 ft diameter) in several 
different locations at Grailville 

evaluate. We are locating ‘like’ items together, removing items to Robert Hall from 
Benedicite and Hodie, as much as possible; some oversized items are staying in their 
current locations for the moment. The creche and textile collections each remain in 
House of Joy for now. 

Each building and each of its rooms will have to be re-checked to ensure that all items 
are accounted for and we hope to continue this in May and July. Caravansary is filled 
primarily with furniture items as well as the up-for-sale office accessories and office 
furniture. About 25 original and non-original framed works in Tidings attic need to be 
fully reviewed and we hope to complete this in May or July. 

There are more than 80 
individual pieces from the 
Old Hickory Furniture Co., 
in Martinsville, Indiana, 
built in the 1940-1950s, 
located in various Grailville 
buildings. We do not 
believe that all will fit well 
and comfortably in the non-
Hub Grailville buildings nor 
do we believe that all of the furniture items need to be retained.  

To begin with some of these furniture items: there are at least five low 
round tables and about 18 upright chairs with arms and several 
without arms. Chairs with a burnished-in manufacturer name were initially believed to 
be more valuable than those with a nailed-on paper tag, but this may not be the case. 
Value can be assessed by condition, manufacturer, year of manufacturer, design and 
other factors. Terrie Puckett can apprise you of these differences if you are interested in 
any of these items.  
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Three of four black-painted Old Hickory 
Furniture Co. chairs 

The Grail@Grailville committee is in the process of considering what will be necessary 
to have available for the new configurations at Grailville 
especially for the Ark, Oratory and Tidings. Given the 
current unknowns about how the Hub buildings will 
transform, it might mean that these extra furniture 
items will have to be removed from the buildings (sold 
or auctioned, given their good market value) at some 
point in 2016 or 2017. Items of Old Hickory Furniture 
Co. that have much higher value are the compass tables 
and two-seater wicker couches. 

Following through with other items recently found in 
the basement of House of Joy are numerous small wood 
plaques, some with a label on the rear, “Grail Art.” 

As best we know, Grail artists including Trina Paulus, Jeanne Heiberg and Gertrud 
Mueller designed these images for Grail Art Production, silk-screened on ½-inch thick 
wood plaques, about 4 to 6 inches x 6 to 8 inches. These are important to 
Grailville/Grail art/heritage and we will want to ensure that we have no less than two 
available of each design into the future. We believe these were sold for several years in 
the 1950s and 1960s through catalogues. Many remain at Grailville and after further 
considerations, these extra pieces may become available for sale or contribution to Grail 
members.  

Also, in April, we reviewed a collection of the 1940s and 1950s liturgical (and seasonal) 
banners that had been preserved previously by other Grail members (notably Catherine 
Leahy) as important to Grail and Grailville art/heritage. Some are 10 ft long; others are 
less than 2 ft. All are now in one container in House of Joy. Here is a sampling. 

Examples of some of the 
Grail Art Production, 

silk-screened wood plaques 
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Additional collections sorting/reorganization will take place in late May and in July, as 
currently projected. Do not hesitate to contact anyone on the Collections Committee 
(Carol Skyrm, Lenie Schaareman, Terrie Puckett, Noreen Wil’helm, or T.Rose Holdcraft) 
as well as Becky Kremer-Hill and Joyce Minkler with your comments/questions. Thanks 
for the opportunity to share with you these ongoing efforts at Grailville (Grailville). 

 

 
 

 

Grail Birthdays 
 

May  

 2 Gloria Boudreaux 

 5 Alice Gallagher 

 5 Cecilia Figueroa 

 6 Vivian Corres 

 6 Simonetta Romano 

 7 Grace Heising 

 8 Carol Leopold 

 9 Marguerite Coyle 

 9 Joy Garland 

 9 Lillian Anglada Quintana 

 12 Elena Ruiz 

 17 Rosamond Shepherd 

 17 Priscilla Mechana 

 17 Margaret Goederer 

 19 Frances Frazier 

 20 Lillian Wall 

 20 Karen O'Brien 

 23 Magda Durante 

 27 Nicole Westrick 

 28 Ieva Zadina 

 28 Monica Maher 

 30 Diana Hayes 

 30 Sharon Thomson 

June  

 1 Marian Schwab 

 3 Carol White 

 5 Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 

 6 Ana Flora Anderson 

 8 Carol McDonnell 

 11 Claudia Gras 

 12 Judith Blackburn 

 21 Pat Bell Bradley 

 24 Theresa C. Czerwinski 

 29 Marie Russell 
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POINTS OF VIEW - An Open Letter To My Dear Grail Sisters 

Trina Paulus 

So much depends from what point of view you 
look at anything. Take a look at this remarkable 
image. You’ll see that viewed head-on, there is 
total confusion. From one side it looks like an 
image of receiving, from the other more like giving. 
But one can actually see both giving and receiving 
in each.  

Let’s continue our search for the highest and best 
use of Grailville believing that even with strong 
opposite opinions, we all want to be giving and 
receiving in the best way possible. 

I’ve asked to put this into Gumbo because this is 
the only written document that I believe everyone 
gets and I am concerned that many of us have 
given up thinking about Grailville or are no longer 
reading the frequent posts now taking place on the 
listserv, where much is published but between a 
relatively small number of people. There are 
thoughtful positions being expressed representing 
very different viewpoints which I think everyone 
needs to know if we are ever to personally vote 
responsibly on this serious matter. And finally we 
are hearing significant descriptions and positions 
from the newest committee given the charge of 
thinking about the future of the Grail at Grailville 
which necessarily includes thinking about the 
south side as well as the North. This group has had 
no bully pulpit, so we members need to find a way 
to access their many and informative statements. 

If you want a collection of what has been published 
on the listserv, I would be happy to attempt to get 
them sent to you by regular e-mail. Please contact 
me for this at TrinaPaulus(at)Gmail or my AOL 
address. I would also email you anything else I 
write. 
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New Vote 
The prospect of a new vote has called me to reenter the Grailville discussion now 
centering about whether we as Grail are called to continue to care for the major 
sustainable and inherited part of our farmland or privatize it into other hands and 
release ownership. I think we will be asked whether we agree to selling the whole of 
traditional Grailville, the South side, where most all of our life happened.  

The argument in favor of selling seems that the Grail at Grailville can move everything 
that’s important to a smaller footprint on the north side and it’s just fine to privatize the 
south side to gain money, reduce responsibility and give to others claiming good 
intentions the right to farm and serve the community in private ways. 

More Where I Stand 
We are asked to vote to let go of our traditional, continually farmed land and any Grail 
presence on the south side unless it’s under the supervision of either the developer or 
the new farm buyers. This eliminates the CSA and others have commented on how 
destructive this is. It also fundamentally affects both the Grail-related beef and chicken 
projects. That such projects are compared to the Bloomfield-Schon profit-making in the 
same sentence seems very strange. The scale is totally different as are the stakes in our 
decision. Do we want to remove ourselves from having no role in such an essential 
formation and economic entity as the basic family farm which all the important UN and 
other serious studies indicate is the way the world will be fed in the future or do we 
want an unpredictable privatized farm that we will no longer be able to seriously 
influence and certainly not control? 

Probable Choices 
It appears we will be asked to say Yes to the young couple who want to make Grailville 
one piece in their ambitious multi-farm project and not necessarily continue the work 
to keep it certified organic.  

It appears we will be asked to respond to the pressure of Bloomfield-Schon to sell them 
the rest of the land on the south side not restricted by our conservation agreements or 
the commercial or Grail leased farm, both conservation easements and any working 
farm will benefit them by adding value to their property for resale. 

If we are lucky, we may be given the option to separate out the institutional properties 
(the retirement and Alzheimer’s units to be located along Route 48) from the high-
value, expensive housing to be built into our western woods. The samples sent of such 
houses look gorgeous but not particularly energy-efficient, and will mean a lot of trees 
cut. If we are open to new housing, how about next to the institutions available for 
workers on our land or in these new institutions where modest-cost housing could be 
zero- or little-energy jewels – heated and cooled by solar in this very sunny location? 
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There seems to be a great deal of fear among those proposing the full Bloomfield-Schon 
package that if we don’t say yes to all of it they might go back on their commitment to 
develop the Hub. This seems the main reason this decision needs to be made now in 
spite of the good things happening now on this land which will not only continue to 
retain value but likely continue to increase both in sustainable production and 
monetary value.  

What a terribly weak negotiated position we have put ourselves in! To be in a decent 
deal-making position one must always be able to say NO and not be too eager. One has 
to be able to walk away. This I’ve gotten very good at when things change from the first 
bright and shiny movie offers to actual contracts that don’t resemble the first promises. 
Sometimes we negotiated for two years before the incompatibility fully shows up to 
break the deal. Better no marriage than a bad one every time! 

Please, before we dare allow such a vote to happen we need to, yes I daresay it, we need 
to look at what happens if they back out of the Hub deal, which of course was only a 
tentative offer, and in my opinion a miserably low one at that. 

If we vote NO to these sales, most importantly, we need to know it’s not the end of the 
world. Our beautiful land will retain its value. Our buildings need TLC but are livable. 
Add a new furnace to Modicum and some relatively simple things elsewhere while we 
work to find the partners who can help us renovate them properly, and we have 
housing to lease or rent while doing it. 

We need to remind ourselves that when we were given the recommendations last June, 
it was accompanied by the immediate closing and emptying of the retreat center as 
though these recommendations with Council approval meant selling the Hub to 
Bloomfield-Schon would go thru as a done deal. I wrote a 14-page paper concerning 
how closing the retreat center changed everything and it certainly is affecting the 
pressures we now feel.  

Subsequently, I learned that the retreat center operated the black in the last part of its 
life. It certainly seems to me that while it was good that we reduced the administrative 
staff, we could have continued some programs to allow some buildings to bring in some 
income to offset the dead weight the buildings became last winter and are likely to be 
again this winter -– unless we push this deal through. 

We also need to remind ourselves that never were we given a warning that at some 
point between GA 2014 and June 2015 we had moved from seeking partners which we 
thought was the final outcome of the GA 2014 agreement. When did this happen - to 
prioritize seeking sales. By the time the recommendations were revealed we were told 
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no alternative projects could be brought forth. Everything was so secret until it became 
so definite when finally public there was little room to move. 

So these recent proposals by the Grailville committee for keeping the south side 
farmland have been achieved in the face of great pressure to not keep it. The dedicated 
and committed work of the North Side team and this Grailville committee shows that 
there is great life on the ground that is worthy to preserve. Contrary to the myth of no 
people to handle things, a team competent to run Grailville has clearly emerged. 

If we vote to keep our farmland and the woods but vote for Bloomfield-Schon getting 
the institutional land rights, and they find this deal not sweet enough for them. Do we 
really want them at all? We met Mr. Schon at First Step and again at our Kentucky 
meeting where he showed us the map of what they wanted which was all the south side 
and not the same as what we had been given. How did that happen? We thought Mr. 
Schon sincere, but what about his partner? 

If they back out completely we can handle it. None of this is easy and we are tired of it 
all, but we need to stay with it anyhow. We could offer all these different buildings up 
for lease or rent to partners and interns aligned with our vision and missions that fit 
our location. We could utilize our state-of-the-art sewage system and keep it all under 
our Grail nonprofit special zoning entity. There might be more accounting to do, but we 
could then be doing what many of us thought we were going to do at the end of 2014 GA 
- seek partners to re-inhabit the earth with us, helping the young, providing housing, 
having exemplary architectural restoration programs for our aging buildings, and keep 
our heritage. 

Continuing Grail Ownership Of South Side Agricultural Land 
How does continued Grail ownership of such land fit within our Grail mission and the 
world’s needs? Should we who are not called to specialize in this vocation continue to 
affirm those who are deeply committed and involved when it means some less money 
for other work? Of course! The price for not doing this is too high and permanent. 

Why must this decision be made now when there are sisters doing good things with and 
on this land which will not only continue to retain value but likely continue to increase 
both for sustainable production and monetary value? 

So far, the preponderance of information supplied to membership has been in favor of 
maximum selling, so it seems clear to me we need to delay any vote until those who 
represent a vision to keep the farm lands of Grailville in our hands have been 
sufficiently heard. 

It’s not just a matter of land or material possession or ownership. We are custodians 
given land cared for diligently for 70 years and in reference to the particular parcels we 
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are now asked to consider, this is land carefully developed by years of composted leaves 
from the city of Loveland, annually fulfilling the stringent requirements of organic 
certification inspection, building a CSA now handled by a thriving nonprofit partnership 
feeding over 100 families, educating many, wanting to add others on their waiting list 
by leasing three more acres from us, if given a longer lease. The grass-fed pastured beef 
helps regenerate the soil by moving them from pasture to pasture in a carefully planned 
fashion, the small chicken project also helps renew the soil and provide food. (The huge 
current loss of fertile soil is now considered as serious as climate change to feed the 
world’s people and that’s major!) 

What is not to love in this? And that these are our sisters and a few brothers with a 
combination of young and old indicating development and longevity ahead. We are not 
“a land without people.” We have real, sustainable alternatives.  

We have a treasure to which no financial offerings can compare. And the offers 
presently offered are a pittance in comparison to the loss. - giving up not only 
ownership but our work of decades on the south side, combined with immense hurt to 
people who have given their lives and are presently giving their labor both on the land 
and for Grailville. We have a pearl of great price here. The survival of the movement 
might soon consider we need just such a property for survival if we did not have such 
an oasis already. This is ours!  

Working this land is one of our Grail privileges inherited from our ancestors and 
ultimately from God as sacred trust. Those of us advocating continued Grail ownership 
within our nonprofit status, see working our traditional lands as a vocation, a vital Grail 
work that fits within the challenge of Laudato Sí. We have the personnel to continue 
under Grail auspices with partners who share our vision. I am working with people in 
their 20s and 30s who become excited at this vision of Grailville and would be willing to 
come to work the land if genuinely welcomed. Evolution does not have to mean selling, 
it can mean discovering this new thrust which is more like the inspiration of our 
beginnings than anything within the recent decades. We have already sold land to put 
into conservation. We have also sold our valuable livable buildings although this deal 
seems to be questionable as the developer pushes for more. 

How do we Grail see our vocation in this time of ecological and economic breakdown? It 
seems we need many Grail places like this all over, including one in the United States. 

I see this as a critical time for our Grail movement. Last night, I heard someone say that 
a group can be “in harmony, lose harmony and find it again in a better form than 
before.” May it be so!  
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For this to happen, we all have to get informed and take this situation as our own 
serious personal responsibility or if not able to do this work, abstain.  

Most of us own Grail assets by inheriting from our Grail ancestors more than from our 
personal labor – much as citizens own national assets. And as with our national 
responsibilities, we cannot assume that our government and developers are necessarily 
the wisest deciders. We each still have personal responsibility. Let’s not be like a factory 
where management who does not work the machines or produce the goods makes 
decisions which affect the lives of those who do. Rather, let’s give over the management, 
within the Grail structure, to a worker’s cooperative of those actually “bearing the 
burden of the day’s heat.” 

 

The Grailville Farm Model 
Mary Lu Lageman 

It occurred to me that very little has been shared about the bigger picture of the 
Grailville farm. I try to describe here the basis on which the farm operates NOW and has 
operated, for at least the past decade. 

Our model is somewhat unique in the Southwest Ohio region because it is tailored to 
carry out the mission of the international Grail Movement, with a focus on contributing 
to ecological sustainability, socially just economic systems, empowerment of women, 
and with spirituality at its core. We do this by using experiential education methods and 
following a holistic approach, while being financially successful. We believe the farm 
contributes to building community and serving the common good. 

The Model We Have: 
The three current operations of Earth-Shares CSA, Hills pastured beef, and France/Ping 
pastured chickens that are in place at Grailville provide different products for a local 
market. All of these enterprises taken together comprise some of the essential elements 
of a full-service farm.  

These farmers need to be and are economically viable as they focus on production. But, 
at the same time, their enthusiasm and commitment to service provide venues for the 
educational aspects of their ventures. For its part, Grailville, as a non-profit, is in a 
position to offer educational encounters, utilizing the farming enterprises for 
demonstration and hands-on practices. This is a collaborative farming model of mutual 
benefit serving the wider community.  

An added feature of this model involves working with educational institutions and 
organizations. Both Grailville and Earth-Shares have established ties to two local 
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universities and to other related organizations and want to build on those connections 
in the future. All of these partnerships are essential to The Grail’s desire to respond to 
the needs of our time. They are based on recognition of the spiritual roots of the food 
justice crisis and the need to care for the whole of creation.  

Collaborators – Key to the Model: 
Earth-Shares Community Supported Agriculture formed in 2006 as a community-
organized, self-governing lessee and still holds that distinction. It grows vegetables for 
100 members (at least 120 families) who share the risks of production. It runs an onsite 
produce stand, sells to grocery stores and provides vegetables to a farmers’ market, in 
partnership with Grailville. The members also donate to L.I.F.E. Food Pantry. It is a 
nonprofit (state) organization, organized by the membership, run by a volunteer board 
of directors, and provides jobs to two women farmers, as well as work-exchange 
opportunities for 30 work-shares. It offers hands-on experience to University of 
Cincinnati horticulture students and a three-credit-hour required course for 
horticulture majors. 

The pasture has been leased to different parties over the years, and is not certified 
organic, but has focused on meeting local needs. Becky Hill and Pat Hill have a family 
farm cow/calf operation with 75 head of Dexter/Low-line cattle and market their highly 
desirable beef product locally through direct sales. The land has been improved greatly 
over the past 10 years and the herd has grown substantially over the past year with 
many new calves born last year and 14 expected this year (8 already born); both cows 
and pasture have never looked better! The Hills practice grass-based rotational grazing 
and pasture-improving methods. They are also experimenting with having decomposed 
cow manure available for the pasture and other parts of the farm. 

Joy France and Phil Ping have been producing two batches of pastured chickens (up to 
500) each year. The chickens are rotationally grazed on ground outside the pasture 
fence which is otherwise not being used. Once a year the community is invited to help 
with the harvest on slaughtering day and all of the chickens are direct-marketed locally. 

For its part, Grailville farm makes available the organically certified land to Earth-
Shares as well as equipment, land, and buildings to our tenant/partners; these are part 
of market-rate lease arrangements that are re-visited yearly and bring some net-
positive revenue to Grailville. Grailville also operates a very small egg-laying operation 
and a market garden, and vends at the local farmers’ market. We offer tours and classes, 
have a small volunteer program, build community, try to follow Permaculture 
principles, and provide hands-on education. 

These working relationships include working with nature. Building soil with organic 
matter through applying manure and cover crops, working with photosynthesis and soil 
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microorganisms, preserving topsoil and conserving water, enhancing agroecosystems 
for food production, all are necessary for a long-term successful resilient system. A 
nature-connected local economy is part of the paradigm that we have in place on the 
farm. 

Our collaborators are essential to this model. They come with commitment, solid goals, 
and a history of financial success. This community of farm connections has been built 
over the course of the last decade and is poised to move into an expanded way of 
working together. Furthermore, the south side farming projects are an important 
catalyst for attracting new ventures to the north side. The farmers have invested in and 
built up their land-based enterprises on the south side agricultural lands and, by selling 
those lands to others, these relationships are highly likely to be lost, thus threatening 
our mission-based work and causing us to start over rebuilding the framework for 
mission. We all need to consider the consequences of our vote on the collaborative 
community that could be lost. 

The Land and the Grail Mission: 
Our model responds to the needs of our elbow in time while carrying forth a strong 
legacy. Lydwine Van Kersbergen saw the farm as a training ground for personal growth. 
It is still doing that work, calling out of ourselves commitment and growth as persons. It 
also helps us to learn how to work in teams, and how to care for living things. Growing 
food is an empowering experience on many levels.  

But even more, in our day, it calls forth from us a commitment to food justice – the 
social justice concerns related to feeding the hungry and to changing unjust food 
systems. Not least of all, caring for the land is also a way to care for the climate by 
sequestering carbon in soil and plants. Underlying it all is the spiritual work of tending 
and caring for the earth that will be basic to educational efforts at the new Grail Center. 
Let us carefully consider the consequences of our actions, and recognize the value of 
land – and the whole farm – to such a mission. Please support the future of the existing 
model with Earth-Shares and the Hills, which not only pays its way financially, but also 
generates a great deal of social profit.  

The United Nations has highlighted the need for food security in its Millennium 
Development Goals. Women are about half of the agricultural workers throughout the 
world and control most of the world’s food purchasing power. I have heard it said that if 
there is one thing that could be done to fix food systems worldwide, it would be to 
empower women. The Grail, called by our spiritual values and challenged by our 
national and international vision statements, is already on that mission.  
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Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Mary Lou Armas 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Judith Blackburn 
Teagan Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Vivian Corres 
Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Jeanne Daniher 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Alice Drefchinski 
Gloria Duday 
Mary Farrell 

Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Joy France 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Claudia Gras 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Mary Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Beth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Peg Linnehan 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Thanh Nguyen 
Emilia Normandin 
Karen O'Brien 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Nancy Richardson 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Marian Schwab 
Jada Semidey-Green 
Carol Siemering 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Kate Twohy 
Duanne Welsch 
Francine Wickes 
Ieva Zadina 

Member Giving: January 1 to April 30, 2016 
 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 172 76 260 44% $37,735.00 
Emerita 63 15 42 24% $16,927.37 

Grand Total 235 91 302 39% $54,662.37 
 

Cornwall  $5,512.52 
Grailville  $5,480.26 
National Operations $33,323.65 
Special Projects  $10,345.94 

 


