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Council Elections: Nominee Biographies 

For the January 1, 2017-December 31, 2019 term 

Pam Cobey 
Hello. My name is Pamela Cobey and I am a current 
member of Council. I said yes three years ago simply 
because I was asked. I did not think that I would be 
elected. I said yes to this process now for the same 
reason—simply because I was asked. If you believe that 
you would like my help, I am willing to offer my time, 
energy, thought, heart, mind and spirit on behalf of service 
to the Grail for the next three years. This has been a most 
difficult time in the Grail, as we all are aware, but I am 
committed to stay at the table.  
 
Beliefs are ever-changing throughout our lifetimes. This is 

my current belief about the Grail: I believe that Grail is more about how we are with 
each other and the world we encounter than it is about what we are. We know the 
what—a movement of talented and dedicated women, many of considerable intellect, 
who have given much in service to the goal of transforming the world; a movement that 
is largely aging; a movement in transition; a movement that is struggling to hold and 
uphold its own diversity.  
 
The how elevates the qualities of kindness and 
hospitality. In one Grail legend, the Grail is lost when 
welcome to the stranger ceases. Within many spiritual 
traditions, welcome to the stranger is synonymous 
with welcome to the holy within. We ourselves, as 
ever-changing, can always be a stranger even to those 
who think they know us. Were we to regard each other 
as such, our potential as change-agents in the world 
could be exponentially enlarged. That is my hope for 
the Grail.  
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We may well be a microcosm of the world. Especially with the advent of the internet, 
our differences as peoples of the world are more apparent. As a world, we have to learn 
that our survival is dependent upon our ability to work together as different and 
differentiated beings—it takes diversity for the world to survive let alone thrive. As 
Grail, we mirror that struggle. 
 
My service to the Grail since 2009 has been local (Boston), regional (Northeast), 
national, and international. I have been a participant in the Membership and 
Development Team, the Spirituality Committee, Metanoia, Dream Quest, National 
Council, CSW, Sacred Activism, the International history project Shaped by the Grail for 
members 70-100, two installations: Earth Stations, and Why the Grail? Why Now? and 
have hosted many Grail meetings and guests. I have also contributed to Gumbo. 
 
I bring my skills in listening, writing, art and theology. I bring my commitment to the 
transformation of the world through the empowerment of women who are shaped by 
values upheld by the Grail. I bring myself—a flawed person who makes mistakes and 
has no trouble acknowledging them. I try and fail but try again.  
 
My presence on Council would offer some continuity. I know and honor the work, the 
efforts, the struggles that we have lived through these past three years. I am grateful to 
the committed women within and without the Grail who have worked so selflessly on 
behalf of the Grail in this time. May the work that we have done ultimately be of benefit 
to the world—a part of the process/a journey that leads us to the place that is just right 
for this moment in time, a place that is where we were meant to be. 
 
Deborah Sullivan 

I joined the Grail in the Spring of 2009 after being a volunteer 
at Grailville for a year or two. I was drawn to the wonderful 
women I met in and around Grailville and jumped at the chance 
to learn more about the Grail. I have a B.S. in Communication 
and a background in marketing so I dedicated myself to 
working in membership development. The Grail was too good 
to keep a secret and I wanted other women to know about us.  
 
I helped develop the successful Experiencing the Grail program 
which invites interested women to spend the day with us 
learning about the Grail and getting to know Grail members 
while they experience the spirituality, ritual and song of the 

Grail. I also helped develop, and continue to serve on, the Cincinnati Regional Planning 
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Team which grew out of the need for regional members to gather together on a monthly 
basis for programs and fellowship. I help plan and host Cincinnati regional commitment 
ceremonies and those held during National Gatherings at Grailville. I served on the 2013 
National Gathering Planning Team, helped with the pre-planning and setup for the 
recent General Assembly, and am currently the Chairwoman of the Membership 
Development and Enrichment Committee. 
 
Sally Timmel 

Why I have agreed to have my name in nomination for the 
Grail in the U.S. Council. Having committed over 35 years of 
my life to Grail work, I see the Grail as one of my primary 
communities. So I want to focus my time and energy on this 
important transition period of our history.   
 
My Formation in the Grail. I first met the Grail in 1966 when I 
was the director of the University of Cincinnati YWCA. Barbara 
Troxell was the director of Ohio Wesleyan YWCA and she invited 
me for a discussion with these “interesting Catholic women” 
who were running a center in Loveland. With Barbara, I met 
Dorothy Rasenberger, Audrey Sorrento, and Eleanor Walker 

several times. Audrey then approached me to be on the SAG staff in 1969, in which I 
mainly focused on community involvement in Cincinnati. Dorothy later asked me to co-
facilitate the 1969 U.S. Grail Assembly.  
 
In 1969, I went to Boston University to study Organization Development and met Anne 
Hope. Anne knew of Paulo Freire’s work through the Portuguese Grail, and Paulo 
happened to be teaching at an institute at Harvard at the same time. We studied with 
him for that year. The partnership Anne and I developed, linking participatory 
education methodologies with Freire’s work of critical consciousness, became our 
common mission for 46 years. Anne had a very disciplined inner life that grounded and 
inspired me daily.  
 
Anne and I co-founded the Grail in Kenya and visited the Grail in Tanzania and Uganda 
often. After our work in Kenya, we wrote the three volumes of Training for 
Transformation, and added the 4th volume in 1995. We had trips to Europe to visit 
funders and therefore spent time with the Dutch and German Grail. I also spent time 
with the Portuguese Grail over the years and facilitated two IGAs, both in Portugal 
(1979 and 1998). It now interests me how the European Grail entities have downsized 
and I wonder what we can learn from their best practices.  
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What I can bring to the Council. I have had experience with building strong 
communities and effective organizations, which requires related but not the same skills. 
I am fairly good at knowing when to wear which hat. 
 
My life work has been in program planning and fund raising where I (with a team) 
raised over $10 million. This meant holding teams together with motivation and healthy 
relationships as well as focusing on accomplishing our goals. For 10 years, I worked on 
Capitol Hill as the Legislative Director of Church Women United, followed by 35 years 
immersed in different African cultures. Through these experiences, I learned that only 
in reaching out to others and building strong partnerships was it possible to build a 
different future. This was and is liberating and creative work that has helped me 
understand what a “learning community” is all about. 
 
I also have a keen eye to financial sustainability that grows out of a deep belief in 
stewardship of resources so as to meet the needs of those most marginalized. After the 
elections in South Africa, the issues changed from political apartheid to economic 
apartheid. I founded an organization in South Africa, called Fair Share, that analyzed the 
South African national budget (1000+ pages) and popularized it for workshops with 
community activists throughout South Africa. I understand budgets well and do have 
attention to detail.  
 
My hopes for the future of the Grail is that we look at the reality of who we are at this 
time with an aging membership (69% over 65 years old) as well as strong and very 
committed members with families and demanding jobs. Who are we now? What is our 
common mission? Who are our allies? What are our different agendas in different 
regions? What can we all affirm? 

 

In Transition 
  Sally Timmel 

Part 1 of a series of articles on transition, loss, and new beginnings 
 
As many of you know, I spent 20 years (1995-2014) in South Africa at a time of major 

transition. I worked with a number of nonprofit organizations and saw many 

organizations disintegrate and some adapt to a radically new orientation. The closing of 

hundreds of organizations was often due to their inability to change. The causes were 

sometimes different, such as the inability to adjust their vision and mission to this new 

reality. Others did not have the leadership and capacity to build something new and 

were stuck in their old patterns of work; while others did not know how to position 
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themselves to garner new funding, with a new identity and new focus. One might say 

that the ability to read “the signs of the times,” to change and transition to something 

new might have been at the base of the loss of so many organizations.   

 

I think that some of my learnings in South Africa may apply to what is happening for us 

in the U.S. Grail in this moment. This has propelled me to re-read several books on 

transition and change. I plan to write three or four short articles on transition and hope 

you can take the time to read and ponder. This might help us collectively to think about 

who and where we are in this moment.   

 

Transitions are confusing and surface deeper issues that do not surface when things 

seem to be working well – or at least OK.  I believe that the sales of portions of Grailville 

have unearthed concerns that may have been under the surface for many years.  In 

William Bridges’ classic book, Transitions, he writes two things that may be applicable 

to the Grail at this time.  He quotes from Alvin Toffler’s Future Shock that “Change is 

avalanching upon our heads and most people are grotesquely unprepared to cope with 

it.”  Bridges continues by writing “…to be up in the air…is endurable if it means 

something … is moving towards a desired end.  But if it is not related to some larger 

and beneficial pattern, it becomes simply distressing.”  

 

I want to suggest 11 steps of transitions that we may wish to explore in relation to the 

Grail at this stage. These are paraphrased from Bridges (pp. 78-82), and I’ve added 

number 5 for us as Grail. 

  

1. Take your time. The outer forms of our lives can change in an instant, but the 

inner reorientation that brings us back into a vital relation to people and 

activities takes time. 

2. Arrange temporary structures. One needs to work out ways of going on while the 

inner work is being done. 

3. Don’t act for the sake of action. The temporary situation is frustrating and there 

is likely to be a temptation to “do something – anything.” This is understandable, 

but it usually leads to more difficulty. 

4. Recognize why you are uncomfortable. Distress is not a sign that something has 

gone wrong, but that something is changing. Expect anxiety, expect others to be 

threatened, expect old fears to be awakened. 
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5. Face your present reality clearly. Look with open eyes what your situation is now. 

Try to take this is in and mourn the loss. Recognize that the situation may not be 

fixable as it was in the past, but with time, something new could emerge. Naming 

the present is critical 

6. Take care of yourself in little ways. This is probably not the time to be living up to 

your highest self-image…. Find little continuities that are important when 

everything else seems to be changing. Become aware of the pain your transition 

brings to others. 

7. Explore the other side of the change.  If you have not chosen the change, there are 

a dozen reasons to refuse to see its benefits…. But exploring the other side may 

undercut your anger at whoever forced the change on you or you may realize 

that the old situation wasn’t all that you thought it was. If you have chosen the 

change, you may not want to consider the cost and become aware of the pain 

your proposed transition brings to others. 

8. Get someone to talk to.  Whether a counsellor or a good friend who gives you 

honest, constructive feedback, perhaps even challenges your perspective, as this 

is a time to articulate your dilemmas and feelings to more fully understand 

yourself and your own blocks. 

9. Find out what is waiting in the wings. Transition is like dropping the curtain so 

that the stage can be set for a new scene. What are the unlived potentialities 

within us, interest and talents not yet explored? What is waiting quietly 

backstage for an entrance cue? 

10. Use this transition to a new kind of learning. Edward Bisson wrote that we 

receive two educations: one from teachers and more important, from ourselves.  

This second education opens us up into new areas at every turning point. This 

takes self-awareness and self-criticism. 

11. Recognize that transition has a characteristic shape. Arnold Toynbee wrote in 

The Study of History, that new energy and new directions only come after a “time 

of troubles,” with a process of disintegration where the old order comes apart 

and new direction is made clear after “withdrawal and return.”   

 

Things end. There is a fertile emptiness where something new can emerge. 
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A Visit with Cay Charles and Alice Galagher  
Ticha Vasconcelos , Portugal 

 

I can’t believe that during my visit to the U.S., while visiting Sharon and Simonetta, I 
finally got to visit Cay Charles and Alice Gallagher at Mount Alverno Center. I am 
thankful to Lucy Jones who was kind enough to drive me there in the midst of so much 
activity in Cornwall’s busy month of August as Sharon and Simonetta had appointments 
that day.  I can’t believe that Cay recognized me. Her face became radiant when I 
showed myself behind Lucy. 

 “I can’t believe it’s you, Ticha!” she says 
with her blue sparkling eyes. She kept 
looking at me and, repeatedly she says: ”I 
can’t believe you are here! You look the 
same!” “Yes, Cay dear, I can’t believe that I 
finally managed coming here!” 
 
“Do you like this place?” “No!” she says 
without hesitating. Her piercing blue eyes 
become somber. “They treat you well, but I 
just don’t like it!”. Cay preferred to stay in 
her own room. She looked a little tired. 
After a big hug we sat by her bed. 
Separated by a curtain, there was another 
empty bed. A vase of plastic fake flowers 

on that side of the room. “Do you talk with your roommate?” Brief answer, her piercing 
eyes still somber: “There is not much to talk about with her”. Lucy has brought beautiful 
summer flowers – red, orange, yellow and purple - from the Cornwall garden. They stay 
magnificent by the window at Cay’s side, which overlooks the green meadows. 
 
I have brought a Planalto bottle of white wine all the way from Portugal, inside my 
suitcase. Cay’s eyes get alive and sparkling again, “You remember I loved that wine 
when I stayed at your place in Lisbon”. How could I forget those sparkling eyes when I 
opened a bottle in those years ago? Cay enjoys life so much! From the cooler, Lucy takes 
out three beautiful wine glasses (not plastic!), and a corkscrew. “Pop!” sings the cork! 
We make a toast, “to life!” and we drink slowly, little by little, drop by drop. Cold and 
light. Cay continues: “I can’t believe you are here, Ticha!” 
 
I remind her of Portugal, my flat, and Golegã. Cay nods: “I don’t know why I always felt 
so well there. They treated me so well! They even would give me a room downstairs 
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because of my knees!” I remind her who “they” were: Ana Oom, Celeste Isabel, Celeste 
Batista, Teresinha. “Celeste Batista’s cooking…” remembers Cay. “And the sheep, always 
the sheep!” Yes, Cay, the sheep by the green field in the back of the house where we sat 
so often –  their rattles, and the new little lambs in the spring. The house so white, the 
green until the horizon – these are the flatlands, and the mountains are far away to our 
right. I tell Cay that we are building three new apartments for whoever comes or needs 
them. She nods. We now have three jacarandas from seeds I planted on my balcony in 
Lisbon – they bore flowers for the first time this year. What a feast!  
 
I ask Cay: “Do you have good conversations with people here, especially at meals or 
when you are at the lounge?” “Not much,” she says, “I am not so interested in petty talk, 
not very stimulating.”  She also says she has some difficulty in concentrating to read. My 
“criminal mind” jumps and I think: “Oh, if there would be some volunteer from around 
this place that would come and read to her the New Yorker or the Sunday Times…” 
She also recalls that whenever she would stay in my place in Lisbon, I would run into 
the street early in the morning and get her fresh rolls. Cay came several times to 
Portugal. We worked so well in the coordination of the Spirituality and Theology 
Network, together with Teopista (Uganda). At the Spirituality Forum, we prepared a 
wonderful evening with readings from The Brothers Karamazov by Tolstoy. She did the 
reading in English, I did it in Portuguese, alternately. “Cay, you taught me how to make a 
good reading.” She nods. “It wasn’t easy, that Spirituality Forum,” she remembers. Oh, 
no! I agree. 
 
Cay looks a little tired. “Maybe we should leave,” says Lucy. We take pictures, we hug 
each other, I caress her face and hair (oh that red hair, now turned white!).  I feel just 
joy, deep emotion, tenderness! She tries to kiss my hand. “Cay dear, I am the one who 
kisses your hand, you were 
and still are my mentor, my 
special friend.” I walk, my 
back into the door. Tears in 
my eyes. Such tenderness. I 
can’t believe I made it 
coming here! 
  
Sorry, dear old Alice. We 
spent such little time with 
you, on the other side of the 
huge buildings. But you 
seemed quite busy. I 
recognized your typical cap. 
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You were riding a wheelchair by the hallway. “It is me, Ticha, dear Alice!” So much 
smaller, coughing and coughing. Her eyes behind the same large pair of glasses, her 
hands the same beautiful hands. “Do you like to be here?” “No,” she affirms clearly. 
“Why?” I ask. She explains: “They don’t let me go out.” She is quite in a hurry, moving her 
wheelchair. She goes into a room where a blond woman is teaching arts and crafts to 
the residents. I wonder what she feels about that. Lucy says that it is time to go. I hug 
Alice. Mount Alverno Center is quite far away from Cornwall. Sad. I miss them in 
Cornwall; they were so much part of life there! So long, dear Alice! 

 

Interested In Attending CSW in 2017? 
The Grail Link to the United Nations Network (GLUNN) 

 
The 61st session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will 
take place at the UN Headquarters in New York. It is scheduled for March 13 – 24, 2017.  
 
The focus is as follows: 
Priority theme: Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world of work 
Review theme: Challenges and achievements in the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals for women and girls (agreed conclusions of the 58th session) 
 
The Grail has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council  
(ECOSOC) and will be sponsoring and co-sponsoring parallel events during the CSW 
2017. The GLUNN team welcomes participation by the International Grail community. 
We especially welcome girls with whom Grail teams work (girls being 18 years of age 
and under) as a large part of our work during CSW is with the Working Group on Girls. 
We will have a panel that the girls develop and then present during the CSW. For the 
past three years, we have also sponsored a Grail event on Sacred Activism. 
 
Grail participants and any girls and young women who attend will be living in 
community, sharing meals (maybe even help with cooking) and learning together, 
discovering similarities and differences, exploring spiritual life and praying together, 
developing a depth of understanding about the Grail and issues that the Grail cares 
about. 
 
We figure the cost at $30 per day room and board plus a weekly subway/bus pass: $31. 
As you consider coming, we ask that you also look at how much you/your country can 
contribute to the costs. There is some scholarship support available from the 
International Grail, especially to help with the air fare to the U.S.  
 



Gumbo 9-2016  10 

The Grail in the United States 

To communicate your interest in attending CSW-61, please fill out this form - CSW61 
Application Form.pdf - and return it to Mary Kay Louchart at Grail-IPT@juno.com by 
November 1, 2016. 

 
 

Collections Committee Update 

Terrie Puckett, Grailville Director 
The Collections Committee would like to thank everyone who has worked so hard over 

the last two years to inventory, organize, prioritize and consider the THOUSANDS of 

items housed at Grailville. The project scope was enormous. To recap, over the last two 

years we have: 

 Completed the first ever room-by-room inventory of all buildings on campus 

(including sheds) and outdoor spaces 

 Labeled and researched all items designated as “collections” (meaning art, 

collectibles, and culturally significant pieces) 

 Listed all remaining items as equipment (986 chairs for example) 

 Organized a Cultural and Heritage Subcommittee to sort through all items to 

determine, set aside and label what is significant to the Grail and its history 

 Invited the Grail at Grailville Committee to determine, set aside and label those 

items to be retained for future use  

 Conducted private sales of specific items and organized donations to local 

nonprofits 

 Sold the 10 Nakashima pieces via traditional auction  

 Invited Grail members interested in purchasing items from inventory to make 

their interest known to committee member Lenie Schaareman (NOTE: these 

sales will be finalized in the month of September). 

At this time we are pleased to announce that we are ready to move to the next phase. 

We plan to work with locally-owned Everything But The House (EBTH) to begin 

emptying Hub buildings. EBTH is a full-service online auction company. Basically, they 

come to your house, sort and organize everything inside—including appliances, 

furnishings, art, odds and ends—into lots. Then they photograph each item, write 

descriptions and place the items for sale via their website. EBTH is able to add an 

information paragraph about The Grail and Grailville AND include the word “Grailville” 

file://///KALIX/Grail_Shared_Folders/Gumbo/2016/September%202016/CSW61%20Application%20Form.pdf
file://///KALIX/Grail_Shared_Folders/Gumbo/2016/September%202016/CSW61%20Application%20Form.pdf
mailto:Grail-IPT@juno.com
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in each description, so that Grail members near and far can search for items to 

purchase.  

All bids start at a dollar but quickly progress. Taking this into account, certain inventory 

items will not be sold in this process, but through other venues. For example, some of 

the more unique Old Hickory furniture may be sold at a traditional auction house to 

ensure a better price.  

Our plan is to begin this process with Benedicite, with time for an evaluation of the 

process before moving on to the next building/group of buildings. 

The Collections Committee believes this is the most equitable and efficient way to 

lighten our inventory allowing full participation by all Grail members regardless of 

location. This process also takes into account the limited staff and volunteer resources 

available. EBTH has global reach and the resources to advertise well beyond our 

capabilities. 

In upcoming Friday newsletters and Gumbos, we will provide updates, particularly 

when Grailville items go “live” at EBTH. 

 

American Foreign Policy, the Listserv, Social Ethics, 

and our Connection to our Sisters in Latin America 
Pamela Cobey 

 
“Through our affections for one or more human beings, we can proceed to 
generalize and feel the value of all human beings, including strangers and 
enemies. …When we do so, we affectively generalize to the dignity or sacredness 
of all persons.  …This is essential for social ethics.”                           

     —Ed Vacek, S.J. 
 An Ethics of Principles Depends on an Ethics of Care 

 
“At the root of totalitarianism is a kind of thoughtlessness, an inability to think, 
and a type of outrageous indifference in which there is simply the reluctance to 
ever imagine what the other person is experiencing.” 
 

—Henry A. Giroux (commenting on the thought of Hannah Arendt) 
Dangerous Thinking 
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A few weeks ago, I received a message from Monica Maher, a U.S. Grail sister who lives 

in Ecuador. She is mentoring the U.S. sponsorship of Ecuador toward becoming a Grail 

country. She is also an important link to the Grail mentorship of Nellie Del Cid, a U.S. 

Grail explorer from Honduras, who with several other Honduran women, would like to 

see Honduras become a Grail country. Monica noted the importance of the Listserv as a 

means to discuss harmful U.S. policy in Latin America—particularly Honduras. She 

wrote: 

 

“I was happy to read Jackie´s post about Laura Caceres (Berta´s daughter) who was 

up from Honduras in Philadelphia. But many did not agree that should have been 

posted. It concerns me because we need a vehicle for the voices of our sisters in the 

south. The issue cannot be reduced to partisan politics; it goes beyond that.  We need 

to be aware of the impact of our foreign policy on sisters in Latin America. Going into 

deeper relationship with them is bound to make us face these issues. The women 

who are interested in the Grail in Honduras are friends of Laura Caceres and are also 

committed to following Berta´s legacy.” 

 

Monica notes that it is important for U.S. Grail members to know that the majority of 

Feminists in Resistance (to the coup and its aftermath pro-coup government) in 

Honduras are strongly opposed to Hillary Clinton’s leadership because of the 

devastating impact of her involvement with Honduras as Secretary of State.  She writes:  

 

“Our sisters in Honduras associated with the Grail knew Berta and would certainly 

share the position of other Honduran feminists in strongly opposing Hillary Clinton’s 

leadership which has increased militarization in Latin America generally, including 

many more U.S. military bases. Clearly this does not mean they support Trump. What 

it does mean is that they do not see any positive new approaches to U.S. policy in 

their region and do not identify with Hillary just because she is a woman, since she is 

an ardent representative of U.S. geo-political interests in the region.” 

 

It’s complicated, right? Our U.S. foreign policy has in many ways been devastating for 

Latin America. As background: José Manuel Zelaya was the democratically elected 

President of Honduras from 2006 to 2009, when he was overthrown in a military coup 

d’état, which was supported by then Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. Zelaya had been 
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on a path of making things better for the poor in Honduras. Imposed successor and 

elected successors since that time have supported policies supported by Clinton, that 

have led to hundreds of concessions to transnational companies to privatize/develop 

collective ancestral lands and waters, including that in the Rio Blanco, where Berta 

Caceres was killed by private security and Honduran military forces for her opposition 

to a very profitable transnational dam project.   

 

A fact is that we are able to discuss these issues on listserv without endangering our 

status as a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, as long as it is clear that views are 

those of the individuals and not the Grail endorsing a specific candidate for elected 

office. As well, we are able to spend up to 20% of our time and resources lobbying 

(issues) without endangering our status.  

 

Arguably, not discussing these and other such issues is part and parcel of current 

neoliberal agenda. As a nation, we are losing our ability to critically think. I ended my 

private practice in July. One of the persons I worked with is a social scientist, a 

researcher on food security and its impact on children’s health. He is a Quaker. In our 

last meeting, he said to me “I have been teaching you for years about food insecurity 

and the impact of poverty on the lives of children.” Then he sang me a Quaker blessing. 

And then, he advised me to read the work of Henry A. Giroux. I started reading his book 

Dangerous Thinking yesterday.  Critical content and intellectual inquiry are labeled 

“political bias” in our current climate. We can do better. 

 

Attention to the Listserv has been difficult in part because we have disagreed with one 

another, but in part because reverence and respect for one another has not always been 

front and center.  Ethicist Ed Vacek’s work centers on the emotional foundation of 

human life, which underlies discernment and ethical living, using a lens of social ethics 

with the heart as its starting point. A brief framework for this methodology could be 

helpful in our discernment of how we approach the use of our Listserv. 1) Be emotional.   

Pay attention to our affections/our heart.  Be in touch with our connections to others. 

Be compassionate. 2) Stop. We move away from the decision/action to become 

centered.  We find our place of peace, joy, generosity and connection to Spirit. Then we 

try the decision on and test it for peacefulness. 3) Consider what is going on within 

ourselves. Self-knowledge. Are there physical influences, tiredness, exhaustion with 

process? Psychological influences? Be aware of “good reasons”—such as “Well, we all 
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agree.” Take into account effects on the individual, the family, and society as a whole.  

While having principles, we are aware of rigid responses, taking care to be open and 

able to bend. 4) Be aware of societal influences and power issues. Who stands to 

benefit? Who has a voice? Who does not? From whose perspective are we viewing a 

situation? 5) Be aware of spiritual influences. What bearing do our own and others 

beliefs and experience of Spirit bring to the table? A bad motive ruins an objectively 

good decision.  As well, the manner in which something is done can ruin an objectively 

good action. We keep foremost that the most important task in life—for us and for 

others—is to become moral human beings. 6) What are our obligations to our 

movement? What do we want for it to become? What virtues do we want to cultivate?  

How will this decision/action affect our development as a movement? What is our 

obligation to ourselves and to society? How will this decision/action affect our 

development as persons/as a people? 7) Evaluate the decision or action.   

 

Our sisters in Latin America need a voice. Our sisters need to be able to recognize 

themselves on our Listserv. We need to understand the devastating impact of U.S. 

foreign policy on Latin America. This is larger than partisan politics. Partisan politics 

are not pure. We are tired. We have been going through a difficult time of transition. We 

see our differences. We are not sure how to hold them. We feel like giving up in 

addressing conflict. For the sake of love, and for the sake of the larger world, we walk 

ahead into waters that we may know little about. For the sake of love, we are silent. We 

listen. We change. We speak with reverence and awe. We come together for the sake of 

love, because our sisters in Latin America need us. And we need them. 

 
Helpful references on U.S. Foreign Policy in Honduras:  
https:///ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/us-role-honduras-coup-and-subsequent-violence 
https://www.thenation.com/article/how-hillary-clinton-militarized-us-policy-in-honduras/ 
https://www.thenation.com/article/the-clinton-backed-honduran-regime-is-picking-off-indigenous-
leaders/ 
https://pbideutchland.de/fileadmin/user_files/groups/german/Dateien/pbi-Honduras_Bulletin-
02_en.pdf  (interview with U.S. Grail explorer, Nelly Del Cid) 
www.democracynow.org 

 
References on Feminists in Resistance in Latin America:  
https:/www.facebook.com/ForoDeMujeresPorLaVida/   
https:/www.derechosdelamujer.org/ 

 
 

https://ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/us-role-honduras-coip-and-subsequent-violence
https://www.thenation.com/article/how-hillary-clinton-militarized-us-policy-in-honduras/
https://www.thenation.com/article/the-clinton-backed-honduran-regime-is-picking-off-indigenous-leaders/
https://www.thenation.com/article/the-clinton-backed-honduran-regime-is-picking-off-indigenous-leaders/
https://pbideutchland.de/fileadmin/user_files/groups/german/Dateien/pbi-Honduras_Bulletin-02_en.pdf
https://pbideutchland.de/fileadmin/user_files/groups/german/Dateien/pbi-Honduras_Bulletin-02_en.pdf
http://www.democracynow.org/
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Photos of Elise and Josephine, flowers from 
Audrey, and vault containing Elise’s ashes 

Remembering Josephine Drabek and Elise Gorges 
Lebe Robinson 

We gathered at the Grailville Oratory on August 
14 to celebrate with mass The Feast of The 
Assumption, to honor and remember Grail sisters 
Josephine Drabek and Elise Gorges and to lay 
Elise’s ashes to rest.  
 
Directly following Mass there were 
remembrances of Elise and Josephine by those 
gathered. Profound gratitude for these two 
woman was repeatedly expressed.  
 
According to a long-time Grailville tradition -- 
overseen by Elise repeatedly over her years at 
Grailville -- we rode on the hay wagon with Elise’s 
ashes or walked down to the cemetery where we 
laid them with love and blessings to rest in the 
earth. 
 
Rain was expected and came on and off all day but 
the sun came out for Mass and the burial.  
 
Rest in peace Elise and Josephine. In Love and 
Gratitude, the Grail and extended community.  

 

Father George Wilson S.J. 
was the celebrant and is a 
long-time friend of The Grail 
and of Elise 
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Becky Hill with flowers from 
Audrey  for Elise 

Heading down to the cemetery in the haywagon 

At the gravesite 
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ELISE LOUISE GORGES 

Apr. 20, 1926 
Feb. 26, 2014 

Joined The Grail 
Feb. 14, 1955 
GRATITUDE 
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The mosque’s beautiful ceiling 

International Exchange Program, Part 2 

Judith De Four-Howard 

Judith De Four-Howard and Liz Jones participated in an international exchange program in the 
Netherlands hosted by the Dutch Grail in July. The following is the second part of the four-part report. 

In Germany we visited a number of noteworthy humanistic initiatives, such as the 
Hochfeld Initiative, The Solwodi Center, and The Mosque. This session will continue the 
visit to Germany by highlighting the experiences related to The Solwodi Center and The 
Mosque. 
  

The Solwodi Center 
The Solwodi Center is a testimony of the timely interventions of a nun whose humane 
efforts were to protect women who were caught up in prostitution and human 
trafficking webs.  
 
Solwodi stands for “Solidarity with Women in Distress.” The center operates in a 
reclusive fashion at the back of a now defunct Catholic church that serves the 
community in many important ways. Started in 1985, Solwodi offered support to 
prostitutes who had the desire to change their course of life to a more socially 
acceptable form. In their transformation to a normally sociable life they received 
subsidies from the government, skills training, employment and for some, safe return to 
their mother country. 
 
Like so many other Catholic 
churches, St. Peterhof was closed 
as a church but the building was 
used to offer other services and 
was redesigned into what is called 
the Social Center. As a support to 
the clients of the Solwodi Center 
and others in the community, the 
Social Center provides food, 
clothing, counseling and training 
to both male and female adults 
and children. 
 
The Mosque 
The mosque we visited is a perfect 
examine of ecumenism. While the 
mosque is a Muslim house of 
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The Manneken Pis, a Brussels Landmark 

worship, it also represents the efforts of a diverse community. The original building was 
a wooden structure used as a recreation center for the coal miners at the time. This 
structure was gradually changed into a concrete, sprawling building through the efforts 
of the community that comprised of Catholics, non-Catholics and politicians. Our tour 
guide of the mosque was actually a Catholic priest, who was once a coal miner. 
Following the hour tour, the guide remained with us. He took us through the 
neighborhood while pointing out interesting landmarks, such as a home in which three 
families with different interests and cultures lived, and the Salvador Church.  
At the end of the day, we met the German Grail members in Mulheim at the Grail house. 
Our gathering involved introductions of self and lots of Grail news from our respective 
homelands.  

Brussels, Belgium 
We departed by train for Brussels, traveling from Utrecht to Rotterdam and finally 
arriving in Brussels. Here we met Didine Pettit, who led us to the Brussels Grail. 

Belgium greeted us with beauty and serenity, flowers, multiple, steep steps, monuments 
and great architecture. Walking through Brussels was like walking through a maze of 
beauty. At the end of this amazing trek, we arrived at an equally gorgeous apartment 
and met the Brussels Grail members.  

We were updated on their activities which include a 
micro-credit project and training that enhanced 
religious diversity and fundraising. At this gathering, 
our guest speaker briefed us on the work of the Sisters 
of the Good Shepherd, which cares for victims of human 
trafficking. 

The work of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd is like the 
answer to Jesus’ call for action. These nuns find 
fulfillment in living among the prostitutes on a daily 
basis. They share resources like food and clothing and 
exchange not only glances, but life-enhancing 
conversations and resolutions.  
 

Here in Belgium, we participated in a CEJI/Belieforama workshop that is based on the 
premise of interreligious dialogue. Belieforama is a program that helps its participants 
to deal with their personal issues of hatred and prejudice. The program offers social 
workers, advocates, teachers and students the opportunity to confront their deep-
seated and sometimes unconscious prejudice. Belieforama is a program that educates 
individuals on matters that directly and indirectly circumvent violence and genocide. 

http://www.belieforama.eu/
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Antwerp, Belgium 
Another major and mind-boggling project is the Payoke Initiative in Antwerp. This 
project has its headquarters just outside the Red Light District - the center for 
prostitution activities in Belgium.  

The Payoke Initiative was developed by a social worker and a prostitute who saw the 
need to rescue women from prostitution and at times, human trafficking. The 
Initiative’s primary focus is to assist victims of human trafficking to either return to 
their home countries safely, or to normalize their status in Brussels and thus return to 
“normal” life. 

Like soldiers, Payoke personnel work in an environment which threatens their personal 
safety at times, but all for the good of rescuing women who found themselves in the 
rough world of prostitution and eventually had the desire to leave that life. 

What a moving experience and another piece of evidence that people of many nations, 
internationally and nationally, are working towards maintaining a peaceful, 
compassionate and humane environment in this world.  

Part 3 will continue the saga of the Netherlands International Exchange Program. 

 

 

Grail Birthdays 

September   
6   Joy France  
7   Lucy Jones  
8   Virginia Deters  
8   Emily Thomas  
9   Rebecca Kremer Hill  
9   Frances McLaughlin  
9   Linda Suter  
9   Carolyn Vadala  
10 Martha Heidkamp  
11 Shellie Owens  
12 Anne Mercier  
18 Cay Charles  
20 Joyce Asfour  
20 Alexa Kane  
23 Teresa Wilson  
25 Audrey Sorrento  

26 Mary Emma Kuhn  
30 Ann Burke  
30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison  
 

October 
1   Jody Grundy  
1   Duanne Welsch  
2   Margaret Kane  
4   Lin Jacobs  
4   Nancy Traer  
5   Mary KayLouchart  
6   Jean Kearns  
6   Emilia Thomas  
9   Peg Linnehan  
13 Rita Ponessa  
16 Lyllis Ling  
16 Frances Martin  

17 Sharon Joslyn  
17 Thanh Nguyen  
23 Jeanne Daniher  
23 T. Rose Holdcraft  
24 Debra Lambo  
25 Maria de Groot  
26 Roberta Gill 
27 Jada Semidey-Green
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Member Giving: January 1 to August 31, 2016 
We try to get it right, but sometimes we make mistakes. If you think we have, then let us know 
and we will happily fix it! Call (513) 683-5750, ext. 242 or email office@grail-us.org. 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 171 95 531 56% $55,695.00 
Emerita 63 22 87 35% $19,227.37 
Grand Total 234 117 618 50% $74,922.37  

 

Cornwall  $7,787.45 

Grailville  $7,161.06 

National Operations $43,144.08 

Special Projects  $16,829.78 

 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Mary Lou Armas 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Judith Blackburn 
Teagan Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Jeanne Daniher 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Mary DiVito 
Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Joy France 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Beth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Anne Hurley 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Carol Leopold 
Peg Linnehan 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Elizabeth McGivney 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
Jacqueline Murray 
Thanh Nguyen 
Emilia Normandin 
elmira Nazombe 
Karen O'Brien 
Mary O'Brien 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Yvie Renda 
Nancy Richardson 
Elizabeth Robinson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 

Beth Rosen 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Marian Schwab 
Jada Semidey-Green 
Carol Siemering 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Monica Thyberg 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Kate Twohy 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 

mailto:office@grail-us.org

