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Council Candidates 

2015-2018 Term 
Four candidates have agreed to stand for election to two positions on the U.S. Grail Council. 
Their biographies, in alphabetical order, are below. Ballots will be distributed to members 
next week, electronically for those with email and by regular mail for those without. Ballots 
must be postmarked, emailed or faxed to the National Office by Friday, August 29, 2014. 

Martha Heidkamp 
I met The Grail in high school, when my family 
emigrated to Johannesburg, South Africa, and formally 
became a member in 1970. I’m active in the Cincinnati 
regional Grail and since 2008, have been involved 
with The Grail Elder Care Work Group and serve as 
one of two managers for The Grail Health and Welfare 
Fund. I am also serving as nucleus communication 
person in the U.S.    

As a member of The Grail Council, I can offer 
professional competence and skills to join in the “mix” 
of diverse Council 
members.  I received my 
MBA from the Wharton 

School of the University of Pennsylvania  and was 
responsible for Grail finances for 15 years, as treasurer 
or finance administrator, as a member of the Link Team 
for the Lateral Sharing Group (the national finance 
oversight body). I also served on The Grail International 
Finance Team.  I have also been resident staff at 
Grailville, serving as business manager, conference 
center director, long range planning group and executive 
team. 

In May 2012, I retired from full-time professional work 
as an accountant in a major hospital system into part-
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time work in financial management in a small non-profit. As a recent retiree, I have 
renewed energy and availability and have grown into inner freedom and emotional 
maturity needed to undertake the complexities of this role. I have good current 
knowledge of The Grail, including internationally, where I serve on the Nucleus 
Reference Team, and the contextual benefit of long Grail membership and service. 
My commitment within The Grail is to be ‘sensitive to its developing reality.’  

Loretta Rokey  

I will be completing my first term on Council and am willing to continue to serve 
for two important reasons.  I believe that continuity is important at this critical 

stage in our development and I believe that I have 
specific skills and experience to share.  I began my 
professional career as Grailville’s Business Manager 
after obtaining my BBA in 1983.  Mary Gindhart and I 
served as co-directors until I left to pursue my master’s 
degree in Public Administration in 1990.  I became a 
Grail member in the late 1980s.  Since that time, I have 
worked as City Manager in Milford for over 20 years 
and currently serve as Village Administrator in 
Glendale, Ohio.  I have a strong financial background 
and have managed people and limited resources within 
varied political structures and shepherded the 
development of several housing and commercial 

areas.  I have managed utilities and zoning issues in both communities.  I have two 
college-aged children and my family also owns a 90-acre farm where we grew up 
in the Eastgate area, within 20 miles of Grailville.  If not selected to continue on 
Council at this time, I will continue to offer my service as needed. 
 

Carol Skyrm 
Grail history:  Dear friend and mentor Eileen 
Schaeffler introduced me to The Grail in New York in 
1991. After eight years of attending Politics & 
Spirituality (P&S) meetings and retreats at Cornwall, I 
joined in April 1999 with five other long-timers. I was 
part of the Cornwall Wider Circle support group, the 
Cornwall Transition Team and the current Cornwall 
Dream Quest.  I served on the board of the 
International Grail Capital Foundation from 2003-
2009and have been part of the U.S. Grail Finance 
Team since 2010. I helped plan the 2014 GA and am 
now part of P&S and the Climate Action Circle.  



Gumbo 8-2014  Page 3 

The Grail in the United States 

Life formation:  Raised in a musician/educator family in a small Western town in 
Idaho, I got my social consciousness from progressive youth ministers in our 
Presbyterian church.  My most significant educational experience was living in 
Paris (1973-76) when I finished my undergrad degree in Art History from 
Fairhaven College/Western Washington University. I thought then that I wanted to 
be a museum curator and found an internship at the Louvre Museum conservation 
laboratory. Ultimately, I learned that my passion was for international affairs, 
encouraging social and economic development in the so-called Third World and 
working for the empowerment of women. I got a Licence and Maîtrise at the 
Sorbonne and another master’s in international communications at the University 
of Washington, Seattle. 

Work experience:  In 1981, I came to New York City to work for a fledgling 
international news agency, then served as a UN press officer for the General 
Assemblies and other meetings over two years. For more than 26 years, I’ve been a 
successful fundraiser for various international non-profit organizations whose 
missions are education, reproductive health and human rights.  These days I work 
as a consultant in fundraising and the National Grail has been one of my clients for 
the past year. 

Family:  Burke Walker, an accomplished stage director and educator, has been my 
partner for more than 15 years.  I also have two sisters, and two nephews. 

Other interests:  I most love traveling, especially to different societies and I am 
very proud that my fluent French can allow me to communicate in some of them. 
Singing brings me joy, as does making things, reading, biking, hiking, the arts and 
good food. Buddhism offers the spiritual approach I find most compatible now and 
I am inspired by the many and varied spiritual practices I experience in The Grail. 

Most important issues facing The Grail, and how I can help:  Membership, 
finances and Grail centers are all so intertwined that I have difficulty ranking them 
by priority.  Without new members we will not have the critical mass and creative 
energies we need to continue and expand Grail programs and The Grail aim to 
transform the world.  Grail centers have offered me and others the space to 
become engaged and want to join The Grail. Yet we know from Buddhism that 
nothing stays the same; everything is changing and we in The Grail must change 
too. I want to emphasize kindness and true appreciation of one another. I fear that 
Council members do not get the trust, appreciation and recognition for their efforts 
that they deserve. I will try to use my knowledge of fundraising, non-profit 
management and administration, finances, quiet diplomacy and good fun to help 
The Grail renew itself.  
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Sharon L. Wood, Psy.D. 
I appreciate the nomination to run for the U.S. Grail 
Council.  It is my intent that if elected, I will strive to 
develop and maintain sound financial strategies for 
The Grail, so that we may continue our vision and 
manifestations of our vision well into the future.  

I met The Grail in 1983 when I was living in New York 
City.  I was invited to accompany a friend to an 
autumn weekend retreat at Cornwall and was 
instantly drawn to the community and movement.  In 
1984, I moved back home to the San Jose area and 
became acquainted with the San Jose Grail, joining the 
movement in 1989. 

As a Grail member, I served on The Grail Family 
Services Board; I hosted a California Grail Retreat; I served as a facilitator and 
Planning Committee member for the 2014 General Assembly; and I currently co-
facilitate the Northern California Grail group. 

The membership is well aware that we are at a crucial time for and in our 
movement. I feel that it is essential that we “get our own house in order” before we 
embark on future projects as a movement; if we can accomplish both things at 
once, it would be ideal.  What “getting our own house in order” entails is enlisting 
members and outside consultants in determining and responsibly managing our 
financial horizons for the short and long term, and determining how best to utilize 
The Grailville and Cornwall Centers.  I believe we cannot continue to survive as a 
movement if we do not have the financial foundation to support our work.  

Past and present skills/experiences I would bring to the Council include the 
following: 1) Health Care Advocacy and Education; 2) Financial/Investment 
Management; 3) Group Facilitation; 4) Life Coaching and Psychotherapeutic 
Practitioner; and 5) Mother to two incredible sons, Kyle, age 12, and Ben, age 9.  

 
 

Note from the ILT on the Downing of Malaysian Passenger Plane over Ukraine 

Dear Grail of the Netherlands and Australia: Know that all your Grail sisters around the world are 
grieving with you because of the tragedy striking so many families in your countries. We are with 
you both in sorrow and in prayer. 

Love,  
Zodwa, Maria Carlos and Marian 
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In Loving Memory: Rosaline Kew 

April 19, 1927-July 26, 2014 
 
Rosaline Kew, who met The Grail in 1949 in 
Hong Kong then came that same year to the 
Year School at Grailville, died last Saturday 
in Malaysia after a long illness. Ros made 
her dedication in the nucleus in April 1953 
and spent more than 17 years managing 
the finances of The Grail. Ros was known 
for her sharp mind and business acumen: 
“With the cooperation of artists within our 
movement, Miss Kew has developed an art 
production program and has widely 
distributed art throughout the country, 
resulting in a highly profitable business, a 
major source of income for the movement,” 
Eileen Schaeffler wrote in a 1965 
recommendation of Ros to the Harvard School of Business Administration. “Miss 
Kew has shown wisdom in consulting experts before making financial or legal 
decisions for our movement and has carefully handled our stocks and 
investments.” Ros, who had a bachelor’s in business administration from the 
University of Cincinnati, received her MBA from University of California at 
Berkeley. She spent the early 1970s teaching at the University of Singapore, 
returning to the U.S. every few years to consult on Grail finances. In recent years, 
she had been living with family members in her native Malaysia. 

 
 

Mary Gindhart 

Ros Kew was a special person to me.  I knew she was 

important in the work on Grail finances and I’m sure 

was key in keeping The Grail going.  I thought it was 

remarkable when she closed The Grail bookstore in 

Detroit and sent a truck filled with the inventory to   

The Grailville bookstore.  The summer the Peace 

Corps trainees were at Grailville, Ros and her sister 

cooked many Chinese dishes. I had an enjoyable visit 

with her in Singapore on my way to Australia. May 

she rest in peace. 

Audrey Sorrento 
I knew Rosaline Kew when 
she rode on Grailville's 
tractor and ran the farm 
and when she took great 
and good care of Grail and 
Grailville's finances. She 
was an awesome presence 
and was a person of many 
talents. 
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Ana Flora Anderson  

Many Grail members knew Rosaline better than I did. But when I arrived for the 
Year School at Grailville, just 21 years old and a recent graduate of St. John´s 
University, it was decided that I should live at Pneuma and work on the farm.  

Rosaline ran the farm and was responsible for all the young women who lived 
there. She taught this bookworm to milk cows, take care of chickens and cattle, 
besides harvesting on the back of a tractor! She was a wonderful, patient 
teacher.  

I would like to write about two occasions that I never forgot (it was only 57 
years ago)! When we ate meals in the field, she often asked me to read from a 
book. I guess I did imitations or something else idiotic because she told me she 
only let me get on with my nonsense because many of the young women at the 
Year School for the first time were anxious or tense. My “imitations” made them 
laugh and decide that things weren’t as strict as they seemed!  

The other occasion was at Christmas. My family was large and it was the first 
Christmas that I spent away from home, so everyone sent me a present. Rosaline 
kept all of the packages that arrived in one of the buildings. She took me there 
one day and showed me the difference between the quantity of presents that I 
had received in relation to the others at Pneuma. She told me to pick out two 
presents and the rest would be distributed. I learned then that The Grail is a 
family and all of us have to be protected by the others !  

THANK YOU, ROSALINE.  

Ria de Groot 

I remember lively Rosaline Kew working in the office or, if I am not mistaken, she 
was heavily involved in being responsible for the "distribution center" which in the 
1960s was in the basement of Hodie. She was responsible for sending out orders for 
the bookstore and a lot of what she did was ship out the orders for those who 
purchased Trina Paulus's statues (a big item in those days). She was there for quite 
a while. Once in a while, Grailville Year School students would help her do that 
work. She was part of "The Grail Family." She was one among several others who 
were living at Grailville and coming from other countries. It was a wonderful 
experience. 
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Peg Linnehan 
Ros made a deep impression on me in the mid-1950s when I was at Grailville for a year and a 
half, at first just by reputation and many comments made by others, both staff and students. 
She was known to cleverly run Grailville finances and manage the farm from Pneuma. 

I had no farm experience and lots of allergies and, to my dismay, was asked to spend fall and 
winter in Pneuma helping on the farm. Ros was in charge and I was scared because she was 
known to be direct and strong with the Pneuma team. What amazed me and provided one of 
my early lessons in The Grail was to work with someone with a completely different 
background and experience, who led with great expertise and with respect for me at the same 
time. She had a way of connecting and sharing advice which was very touching. 

Ros went on to get a master’s at U.C. Berkeley and lived with her sister Lui and family there 
while she was studying. By then, we had started The Grail Center in San Jose and Ros 
arranged wonderful feasts for all of The Grail team from San Jose at her sister's house over 
several years and got her brother-in-law, Peter, who was a mechanic, to take care of our 
various Grail cars. We had wonderful times with the Tan family. 

Later, Ros went to Malaysia to be with family and to teach Economics. She stayed in touch 
and visited the U.S. to see family members and her Grail colleagues for many years. 
Communication had broken down these last years as Ros had health issues and we lost 
contact. 

I am so grateful to have known and worked with Ros and for all she has done for Grailville and 
for The Grail through her training of many U.S. Grail members. May her spirit accompany us 
through our Grailville challenges! 

Terry Marshall 
I met Ros in 1968 when I first visited the United States. At the time I was 
international treasurer and one of my goals at Grailville was to talk about finances 
with Ros. I was attempting to create an international financial report. No small task! 
When I asked for a U.S. financial report, Ros had sent me the income and expense 
report for the National Administration office. I wanted an account of all that was 
going in the whole Grail in the U.S.! I also wanted to encourage the U.S. Grail to get 
members onto Social Security. 

I think she thought I was crazy! But we had a great time, even though it still took 
quite a long time and the help from a number of people before my hopes were 
fulfilled. 

I have a lot of admiration for what Ros did in setting up the financial administration 
here, particularly in her setting up and managing our portfolio. We would not be 
where we are today without her foresight and strategy. 

I remember one day we were working upstairs in Metanoia when a series of flatbed 
trucks came trundling up the driveway, laden with telephone poles! I hadn’t known 
what to expect coming to Grailville for the first time, but this seemed really strange. 
The result was The Poles, Robert Wilson’s sculpture near The Grail Cemetery, of 
course, and we watched it come into being. 
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Ros Kew’s niece, Lynne Tan, of Berkeley, CA, ordered Trina 
Paulus’s Regina Pacis sculpture from The Grailville Store 
this week. “This sculpture is a gift to a friend who will be 
inducted into the ministry next week,” she wrote. “Trina 
Paulus is an old friend of my Aunt Ros who was a member of 
The Grail. I thought this sculpture would be a fitting gift for 
my friend and would also be a way to honor my Aunt Ros’s 
memory; she passed away last Sunday in Malaysia.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maclovia Rodriguez 
I knew Rosaline since 1955, when I was part of the Pneuma or farm family at 
Grailville. Ros was our housemother and manager of The Grailville farm.  

She was a Malaysian of Chinese ethnicity, but lived in the U.S. many years, mostly 
at Grailville. She managed all the finances and business side of the farm, the beef 
cattle, dairy herd, wheat fields, pastures, equipment and more. She also managed 
the business side of the art production. 

Rosaline eventually received an MBA and continued helping Grailville's finances. 

She eventually returned to Malaysia and her family. However, I did see her a 
number of times in the 1990s when she came to visit her brother and his family in 
Washington, D.C., where he worked at the World Bank. 

Ros gave much to the work of The Grail, especially in management as well as 
mentoring many young women who worked in agriculture while at the Year School. 
Despite her sometimes stern outward manner which often said more to you than 
any spoken words she was lots of fun to be with and I know that I will miss her. 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Another dear Grail friend is now enjoying eternal peace. My friendship with 
Rosaline goes back to when I arrived at Grailville in 1951 and the many 
years that followed. We right away “hit it off” and even though we were 
always involved in different works at Grailville, we became dear friends. I 
learned very soon that “her bark was worse than her bite” and she had a 
heart of gold. She was always there to help when needed. What a brilliant 
mind she had and contributed so much during those years at Grailville. I am 
sure now that as we are evaluating the future of Grailville, these two 
people—Rosaline Kew and Elise Gorges—will be helping us during this most 
important decision-making time. We can count on them. Dear Ros, I am 
happy you are now enjoying the fulfillment of life.  

Regina Pacis 
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Taking A Stand Process 
   At the request of  The Grail 
Climate Action Circle, the 
Council is considering the 
stand’s consistency with 
Grail values, and its 
implications.  If there is no 
objection, Grail members will 
discuss: in Gumbo, National 
Grail News, listserv, in 
groups, conversations.  
   A letter requesting the 
stand, stating the relevance 
and implications for The 
Grail, will be sent with a 
ballot by email or postal mail 
to every U.S. Grail member, 
who may respond by email 
or postal mail. The ballot, 
marked, yes, no, undecided, 
with space for comments, 
will be returned to the 
National Office. 
   If strenuous opposition is 
expressed, the Council has 
the discretion to request 
further discussion. Notice of 
the results of the polling is 
published to all movement 
members as quickly as 
possible. 
    More information on the Taking a 
Stand policy and process can be 
found at http://www.grail-
us.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/Taking-a-
Stand-Policy-as-revised-3-2010.pdf  

The Grail at the People’s Climate March 9/21 
Marian Ronan 

 

As The Grail, we have committed ourselves to 
working for the sustainability of the Earth, our 
planetary home. For decades, The Grail has also 
been committed to protecting the most 
vulnerable. In our time, many of the most 
vulnerable are those who suffer from droughts, 
flooding and diseases spread by climate change.  
 
That’s why on Sunday afternoon, September 21, 
hundreds of thousands of people will march in 
New York City to call for a strong, international 
climate change treaty. Learn more about the 
March at www.peoplesclimate.org 
 
We’ve known for years that climate change 
represents an enormous threat.  The poor are far 
more likely to be hurt by climate-related natural 
disasters, which have quadrupled in the last two 
decades, than populations above the poverty line.  
Scientists, the military and religious leaders across 
the ideological spectrum have said climate change 
is one of the greatest threats to our future.  But 
sadly, the powerful fossil fuel industry is holding 
back progress and using its political influence to 
stop progress and to protect massive taxpayer 
subsidies – over $1 billion per day around the 
world. Imagine what good could be done if those 
resources were invested in a healthy future. 
 
The Earth is a stunning gift.  It supports life.  It is 
the basis of all our economies.  It conveys beauty.  
It evokes our recognition of something greater 
than ourselves.  It is our temple, our sanctuary, 
our cathedral.  It is our home.  But today, the 
balance of life on Earth is threatened by climate 
change. 
 
For The Grail and other interfaith groups, the 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Taking-a-Stand-Policy-as-revised-3-2010.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Taking-a-Stand-Policy-as-revised-3-2010.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Taking-a-Stand-Policy-as-revised-3-2010.pdf
http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Taking-a-Stand-Policy-as-revised-3-2010.pdf
http://www.peoplesclimate.org/
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People’s Climate March is our chance to make our voices heard, to call for action 
that will protect life and create a pathway to a positive future. In the past, 
enormous, peaceful public marches have played an important role in shifting the 
cultural and political landscape, demonstrating massive public will for action on 
matters of great moral weight.   
 
There are at least two things you can do to support this very important event. One 
is to come and march. A Grail group will be marching on September 21 and we 
would love to have you with us.  Sign up at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/301805359975258/  Then contact Marian 
Ronan at marian.ronan4@gmail.com or Ieva Zadina at Ieva@juno.com to let us 
know you are coming or that you need housing; NY Region Grail members have 
offered to provide housing for the event. 
 
Secondly, we would like to get The Grail in the U.S. to become an endorser of 
the March and we will be sending a ballot for your approval in a week or so. Please 
say “yes” when you receive the ballot. We surely want The Grail to be part of the 
biggest event in climate action history!! 

Adapted from Interfaith Engagement in the People’s Climate March resources by Marian Ronan 

 
 

The Grail Mission: Building Bridges at Grailville 
Terry Marshall 

The weekend of July 17th, The Grailville Retreat Center welcomed a group from 
Sangha Yoga for a weekend of meditation and yoga practice with a guest speaker 
from India. Saturday afternoon and evening were open to the public—more than 
50 people attended a lecture and participated in chanting and meditation. They 
used the Oratory and the Caravansary as well as Tidings. 

At the same time, a group of young people of the Muslim faith spent the time from 
Friday to Monday in prayer and fasting in Hodie as they celebrated Ramadan. 

Sunday evening The Grailville Zen sitting took place in the House of Joy and the 
Narcotics Anonymous Spiritual Paths group met in St. Brigid’s. 

“Having these kinds of bookings happening at the same time on this property gives 
real meaning to my work in the Retreat Center,” said Dale Marie Prenatt, guest 
services associate, “And I feel they express The Grail mission in a very tangible 
way.” 

 

mailto:marian.ronan4@gmail.com
mailto:Ieva@juno.com
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2014 Farm to Fork Honorees 
 Sarah Fromeyer,  Blue Oven Farm, 

Williamsburg, Clermont County 
 Samantha Steiner, Dogwood Farm, 

Franklin, Warren County  
 Karen Huseman, Earth-Shares CSA, 

Grailville, Clermont County  
 Vicki Mansor, Homeadow Song Farm, 

Spring Grove Village, Hamilton County   
 Donna Kluba, Kluba Farm, Batavia, 

Clermont County 
 Kym Perell, Peaceful Acres Lavender 

Farm, Martinsville, Clinton County   
 Melinda O’Briant, Turner Farm, Indian 

Hill, Hamilton County 

Grailville’s Farm To Fork:  

A Celebration Of Women Farmers 
Rebecca Bugos, Grailville Communications Associate 

 
Grailville has a long tradition of women in 
agriculture and we’re so pleased to announce 
our third year hosting the popular Farm to 
Fork: A Celebration of Women Farmers, 
which has sold out annually and brings local 
women farmers together to meet and mingle 
with the community they nourish.  
 
The “farm to fork” movement encourages 
consumers to purchase local produce, dairy 
and meats; the best food is the freshest food. 
In addition to the health benefits, buying local 
supports small and local farms, allowing 
communities to benefit economically, 
environmentally and nutritionally. On 
Sunday, September 14, 2014, a delicious, 
locally grown dinner, sourced directly from 
the farmers we are celebrating and from 
other community growers, will be choreographed and served by Chef Frances 
Kroner to honor women in agriculture.  

 
One of this year’s honorees is Karen 
Huseman, Garden Manager at Earth-
Shares CSA, located on six 6 organic acres 
leased from Grailville. Karen was a 
member of Grailville’s CSA in the late 
1990s. Grail member Mary Lu Lageman 
was her inspiration and role model 
during CSA Saturday work days – a 
contrast to her weekday office work.  
When asked why she enjoys her job, 
Karen replies with a bright smile, “The 
fresh air, the sunshine… it’s a great 
office!”   

Karen recognizes a feminine connection 

Karen Huseman, Garden Manager of Earth-Shares 
CSA at Grailville. Photo by Rebecca Bugos. 

https://www.google.com/search?espv=2&biw=1600&bih=760&q=Sarah+Fromeyer,+Blue+Oven+Farm&nfpr=1&sa=X&ei=R3vWU-jAG4WgyAS4sICgDQ&ved=0CBsQvgUoAQ
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to the earth as a sacred living organism, “Grailville’s mission to foster the release of 
women’s creative energy throughout the world is magnified by each new female 
farmer. We all participate in the creation of our environment by our actions; some 
see growth in their children, others in creative endeavors. For me, it’s farming.”  
Karen said that as women join the farm community, which is majority male, they 
help create a balance and harmony that mirrors the universe. 
 
GROWTH OF FEMALE FARMERS 
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, women run about 14 percent (or 
300,000) of the 2.2 million U.S. farms, a number that is up from only five percent in 
the 1980s. Most women-run farms are smaller in size and sales to farms 
nationwide and many, like Grailville, are aligned with the organic and local “farm to 
fork” movement. Women are more likely to own the farmland they operate, and to 
live on their property. For half, farming is their primary occupation, although the 
financial rewards are small. Nearly 70 percent have less than 140 acres, and 80 
percent report annual sales under $25,000. Despite these numbers, more women 
are now making the choice to own and manage their own farms.  

Just since 2002, there's been a 30 percent increase in the number of women-run 
farms, according to the Women, Food and Agriculture Network, a national group 
supporting women farmers and sustainable farming. The biggest percent increase 
is women with small acreages who are raising livestock (beef, hogs, dairy and 
poultry) and growing a variety of vegetables, fruits, tree nuts, nursery or 
greenhouse products. 

WORKING THE LAND 
Grailville’s archives house documents from the 1945 National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, including Patricia McNally’s Health and Rural Living article which 
notes, “On the land, it is possible to obtain a balanced diet of natural foods, an 
important physical factor in good health, and one does not lack for ways and mean 
of developing physically through manual labor with a variety of work which 
provides for the use of all the energies which God has given us.”   

The women farmers we encounter share similar sentiments. First-year Farm to 
Fork honorees Vivian Pfankuch of Jaybird Farm and Tiffany Shinkle of TS Farms 
share their enthusiasm for a life on the land.  Vivian said, “It’s so important to show 
young women farmers that they CAN do this!”  Tiffany, a mother and owner of TS 
Farms, raised her children and worked the farm while her husband was deployed 
with the U.S. Air Force for sixteen months.  Even her three-year-old helps milk the 
cows. “The farm has taught my girls how to take care of themselves,” she said. 
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The process of growing, cooking and eating food is one of our last daily 
connections to the earth. When we eat food someone else has harvested we 
become connected to them.  Join us Sunday, September 14, from 5 to 9 p.m. to 
connect with and honor this year’s women farmers. Reservations: 
grailville.org 

 

Grailville Future Committee 
From The Grail Council 

A slightly revised version of this appeared in the July 25 issue of the National Grail News. 

Thank you to all who responded to the call for volunteers for The Grailville Future 
Committee (GVFC). The input of 
members and the discussions which 
followed have been greatly appreciated. 
It’s important to remember that one of 
the goals of this committee is to get 
accurate information that will allow 
members to make informed decisions. 
We need to trust each other and 
remember that we all do care deeply and 
passionately about The Grail.  
 
At the GA, attending members agreed that GVFC members would not include those 
submitting proposals in order to prevent conflicts of interest. This stemmed from 
the idea not to have anyone who is invested in a particular outcome before the 
process has started.  However, this process relies on commitment and passionate 
work to develop good proposals. We encourage members working on proposals to 
be in touch with Council and the GVFC. The GVFC will also be in touch with 
members and will need to draw on their expertise. In the Council’s discussion 
about the formation of this team, we realized the need for adjunct members who 
can help review materials or follow up on some details as needed. We look forward 
to the GVFC beginning work immediately as they put in place the process for 
review of proposals that will move us into the future responsibly. 

Representing Local Cincinnati Members: 
Mary Kay Delgado: The strengths she brings to the committee include: she is a 
banker, has an MBA, understands financial basics and brings a business 
perspective to the discussion.  She's a good listener, an active member of the 
Cincinnati Grail group, has had wonderful experiences at Grailville and appreciates 
the gift of the land and how it helped grow our movement. She was co-chair of the 
Membership Team (2010-2012) and attended an International Formation Program 

National Grail Council 
Terri Carter, National Leadership Team 
Pam Cobey 
Ria De Groot 
Kate Devlin, National Leadership Team 
Mary Farrell, Treasurer 
Loretta Rokey 
Maureen Tate, IC Representative 
Noreen Willhelm, National Director 

http://www.grailville.org/programs/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=152
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Note From The 

Grailville Future Committee 
We are all grateful for the faith and 
support given to us as we take on this 
important task – we ask for prayers for 
our group as we undertake this body of 
work and also prayers for those putting 
together proposals with their ideas about 
what the future of Grailville should be. 
We have had our first meeting and will 
continue to meet weekly via conference 
call with a face to face meeting schedule 
in October to coincide with the Council 
meeting.  Our first task will be to develop 
a time line for our work, this will give us 
targeted dates and a structure under 
which we will function. 

We will also be working on the 
requirements for proposal submission, 
developing a formal Request for Proposal 
(RFP) that will outline what information 
and in what format these submissions 
will need to be structured.  As a point of 
clarification – the authors of any proposal 
will be responsible for the execution of 
that proposal should it be chosen. 
We are very grateful for the members 
that have offered to their assistance in 
our efforts and look forward to reaching 
out to them as our work gets better 
defined. 

In gratitude, 
Cherie Holman, Chairperson 
Patricia Young 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Loretta Rokey 
Terri Carter 

in Italy as part of that team in 2010. She 
respects the older women who express a 
deep emotional bond with GV that comes 
from living on the property. She also 
understands the other women who 
describe the transformational power of 
the place experienced in a single visit. 
She would love to find a way to preserve 
this special place, but also believes that 
The Grail can exist without land and 
buildings. She is sensitive to the views of 
The Grail members who live in other 
parts of the U.S. and outside of the U.S. 
and appreciates the wonderful ideas and 
projects being discussed, but does not 
have a vested interest in any of them. 
She is open to whatever makes sense 
based on the mission and vision of The 
Grail and our financial wherewithal. 
Mary Kay has been a Grail member since 
2009. 

Wendy Budzynski: The strengths she 
brings to the committee include: the 
energy, passion and a practical way of 
thinking that will add value to the group. 
She has vision for problem-solving, 
which was evident when she addressed 
the need of a standardized document 
that would outline requirements for all 
proposal submission.  She is currently 
serving on the Finance Team, is an active 
member of the Cincinnati Grail group, 
acknowledges the work that led up to 
the GA, but is open to ideas that have not 
emerged yet. She admits to having a 
limited knowledge of agricultural 
practices, but has read and learned much 
from Mary Lu Lageman. Wendy has a 
BS/BA in Business Administration/ 
Accounting and works as a Global 
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Account Manager for an international company. Wendy has been a Grail member 
since 2010. 

Representing National Grail Members: 

Patricia Young: The strengths she brings to the committee include: she served on 
The Grailville Board many years ago when a similar process was undertaken.  She 
also served on the Finance Committee until caring for family members took 
priority.  She now feels ready to work again to make good things happen in The 
Grail. She is a facilitator and helped in the facilitation of past General Assemblies.  
As a retired judge, she understands the legal side of things and has experience 
hearing diverse points of view and making difficult decisions. Patricia has been a 
Grail member since 1994. 
 
Cherie Holman: The strengths she brings to the committee include: she has a clear 
understanding of Grail finances, having served as Co-Treasurer from 2007 through 
2009.  She promises to listen without pre-judging with the intent to understand 
different points of view. She is a concrete thinker and values common sense, but 
also keeps in mind longer-term, lofty goals. She can make and act on decisions 
knowing that there will be criticism. She strongly values cooperation. She has the 
kind of knowledge of buildings that comes from many repair projects over the 
years; she has an interest, but no personal experience in agriculture. Having served 
on Council, she has some understanding of Grailville, its current uses and the 
history of struggles to keep it going. She believes it is crucial to consider the role of 
Grailville in the context of the whole Grail, including international. Although her 
ability to travel is limited, she has considerable experience with conference calls. 
She also has graciously offered to step in as committee chairperson. Cherie has 
been a Grail member since the 1960s. 

Representing Council Members: 

Loretta Rokey: The strengths she brings to the committee include: she is a current 
Council Member and member of the Finance Team. She is currently the Village 
Administrator for the village of Glendale, Ohio. She was business manager then co-
director of Grailville in the 1980s and early 1990s.  She then went on to get her 
Master's in public administration and spent 16 years as city manager of Milford, 
Ohio. She brings a depth of understanding of Grailville, the local region and city 
planning. 
 
Council believes that Loretta brings a unique and necessary skill set for The 
Grailville team.  Unfortunately her time is stretched, so it was decided that she will 
be backed up by Terri Carter. Together they will serve as the Council 
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representative and will be limited to one vote on any proposals brought to the 
team. Loretta has been a Grail member since 1986. 
 
Terri Carter: The strengths she brings to the committee include: she is a current 
member of Council and part of the National Leadership Team. Her business 
background in sales, training, coaching and management has helped her acquire 
mediation skills. Since leaving her business career to raise a family, she has worked 
as a volunteer coordinator for United Way and the Loveland Inter-Faith Effort food 
pantry. Within The Grail, Terri has participated as part of the regional planning 
team in Cincinnati and nationally on the Call to Leadership and Membership 
Development and Enrichment teams. She worked as team member to plan and 
facilitate The Grail Leadership Think Tank meeting in 2013, the 2013 National 
Gathering and the 2014 GA. Terri has been a Grail member since 2009. 

 

  
 

Grail Birthdays: July-August 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

AUGUST   

1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
3 Lydia Nieves 
7 Bobby Trombly 
10 Audrey Schomer 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Barbara Waldron 
18 Kathleen Sellers 
20 Doris Falgner 
 

20 Mary Lu Lageman 
28 Terri Guest 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Catherine Devlin 
31 Barbara Troxell 

SEPTEMBER   

6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Sheila Nader 
8 Emily Thomas 
8 Virginia Deters 
9 Fran McLaughlin 
9 Becky Hill 

9 Carolyn Vadala 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 
23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
26 Pam Cobey 
27 Monica Erler 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
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Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through July 31, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 174 123 71% 526 $63,203.92  
Emerita * 71 29 41% 102 $23,362.75 

Grand Totals 245 152 62% 628 $86,831.67  

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $9,471.17  
Grailville  $10,728.01  
National  $45,830.99 
Special Projects  $20,801.50   

Mary Helen Adler 
Donna Ambrogi 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria De Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Dora Delancey 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
Patricia Dolan 
Alice Dougan 
Gloria Duday 
Magda Durante 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Hermine Glaser 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Lea Grundy 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
T. Rose Holdcraft 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Kathi Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Sharon Joslyn 

Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Julia Kristeller 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Viola La Fosse 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Judy Markle 
Florence Marquez 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
Rose Morin 
Elizabeth Murphy 
Jacqueline Murray 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Emilia Normandin 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Trina Paulus 
Rita Ponessa 
Tegan Rein 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Simonetta Romano 
Marian Ronan 

Beth Rosen 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Robin Sclafani 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Maria-Emilia Thomas 
Sharon Thomson 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


