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Beech tree outside Tidings. 

Photo by Carol Skyrm 

Impressions of a Soon-to-be Council Member 
Carol Skyrm 

What is it like to be a new Grail 
Council member at such a key 
transition point? Will I have the 
vision, diplomacy, creativity and 
energy needed? I had some 
anxieties as we hunkered down 
around a large table in Tidings 
recently (October 23rd through 
26th), despite the warm welcome 
of the Council members—Terri 
Carter, Pam Cobey, Ria De 
Groot, Kate Devlin, Mary 
Farrell, Loretta Rokey, 

Maureen Tate and Noreen Willhelm. It is the Council’s practice to initiate new 
members by inviting them to sit in on a face-to-face Council meeting. 

This text is not a report of the meeting’s substance or decisions, which you will be 
receiving from the Council soon. Instead, I will tell you what inspired me and gave 
me confidence and hope. 

The natural beauty of Grailville and Loveland was a constant reminder of spirit 
lifting us up. I found it in the golden leaves of the American beech tree just outside 
our window and the colorful bouquet of Grailville flowers. Each morning began at 
8:45, with a soul moment led by a Council member: Maureen, Kate, Pam and Ria. 
The poetry they shared will be available to all members on The Grail website soon, 
as part of the “readings and rituals trove” members requested at the 2014 General 
Assembly (GA).  

We need to experience spirituality together, we agreed. While having materials 
available online will be helpful, it is most meaningful to share face-to-face. We all 
agreed with comments from the notes of regional gatherings we reviewed, that our 
community is grounded in our spiritual connection. 

Tidings was home base for my very first visit to Grailville in 1996. I was now 
pleasantly surprised by the improvements in décor, comfort and utility. It is a good 
place for smaller groups to gather for meetings.  

I was struck by how focused and hard-working your Council representatives are. 
They stayed on track for long hours and continued to share ideas over lunch or 
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during the evenings, when we often 
gathered in the living room with a 
glass of wine. We got through a 
dense agenda during our three and a 
half days. 

We also got a chance to see some 
local Grailees and friends. A 
Saturday painting party was 
underway at Pneuma, where we 
paid a lunchtime visit to Terry 
Marshall, Mary Lu Lageman, Lenie 
Schaareman and Katie Sellers. 
Terry, Mary Lu and Doris Johnson 
moved there in October, where all 
can be accommodated on the ground 
floor, there’s room enough to hold a 
local Grail gathering and we need 
not replace the heating system. The 
Council also welcomed a dozen local 
guests at a reception on Thursday 
night, transforming our work table 
into a delicious buffet. 

I was pleased to see Council 
members use the contemplative 
dialogue techniques that we learned 

at the pre-GA seminar. As we reviewed our meeting at its conclusion, one person 
said it was “one of the most enjoyable and productive meetings I’ve had as a 
Council member… we stayed in the room and worked difficulties through.” Another 
said, “We were open to having our minds changed, considering different 
possibilities.” “We didn’t pass things over, but made ourselves address them,” 
noted another member. Or, as another quipped, “I didn’t see the light, but I could 
see the bulb!” 

The group agreed there is spirituality in releasing ourselves from things, from what 
is tying us down. It is a time to unburden ourselves and free up things for the next 
generation, for a renewed focus on mission. This freeing-up has always been 
women’s work in the family and in the world. The Grail has much more to do and 
we are on the cusp of a new chapter, a new adventure here in the U.S. Please give 
us your confidence, support and constructive ideas as we move ahead. 

 

Photo by Carol Skyrm 

The Little Miami River in late October, near Loveland 
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Thank You to 70th 

Volunteers 

Toni Brock 
Mindy Burger 
Terri Carter 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Caroline Deters 
Virginia Deters 
Dan Dorff 
Steve Edwards 
Eva France 
Steve France 
Peggy Goederer 
Pam Hall 
Kees Henskens 
Laura Hershberger 
Martha Hiedkamp 
Amanda Hiesler 
JC Hiesler 
Becky Hill 
Chris Hill 
Pat Hill 
Shawn Hobson 
Felicia Hueber 
Janine Hueber 
Therese Hunolt 
Mary Lu Lageman 
Terry Marshall 
Joyce Minkler 
Beth Murphy 
Rob O’Neil 
Claire Ping 
Phil Ping 
Elizabeth Robinson 
John Robinson 
Sue Roettgers 
Chelsea Russell 
Catherine Russell 
Kathryn Russell 
Kevin Russell 
Marie Russell 
Katie Sellers 
Debora Schak 
Sarah Schmid 
Deborah Sullivan 
Nicky Westrick 
Jean Wilson 

Photo by Mindy Burger 

Grailville’s 70th Anniversary Celebration 
Elizabeth Murphy 

Hooray, Hooray! What a wonderful celebration of Grailville's 70th Anniversary! 

Weeks of planning and hard work had everything ready and 
we all woke up to snowflakes flying on the wild November 
1st winds. Luckily, the snow stopped, the winds died down 
and eventually the sun came out to bless Grailville's party. 

The evening was cold but beautiful and a good crowd turned 
out with hats, gloves, long underwear, wooly boots, etc., to 
enjoy the event.  Three Grailville staff members—Joy 
France, Terrie Puckett and Rebecca Bugos—led the 
planning and preparation for this big celebration. They 
assembled and organized a big team of volunteers who made 
bread and soups; assembled exhibits; built bonfires; greeted 
guests; helped with publicity; drove the hay wagon for rides; 
lit hundreds of candles and generally lent a hand wherever it 
looked necessary—a great example of The Grail system in 
action. 

There were 
luminaries 
everywhere; lights 
in the trees; a big, 
white, heated tent 
with a band; a 
buffet of hors 
d'oeuvres; a 
lighted line of 
tables under the 
sky with a 
fabulous variety of 
hot soups (made 
with many ingre-
dients grown at 
Grailville) and 
homemade 
breads; an 
incredibly 
beautiful sundown 
gilding the trees 
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along O'Bannon Creek; a big bonfire surrounded by storytellers; large display 
boards of Grail history with pictures; and videos of the early years and other Grail 
times were projected large on the outside of the Oratory. The Oratory was open 
and lit up with displays of Grail artwork and pictures of many of our elder Grail 
sisters who spent time at Grailville. We sang together and were honored by Linda 
Cox, Mayor of Loveland, and Mary Makley Wolff, Miami Township Trustee, for The 
Grail's work at Grailville.  

So, here we are, having celebrated 70 years at Grailville and looking forward to the 
future. I just want to say how wonderful it is to be a part of all this; I just want to 
hug everyone. And I can hardly wait to see what we do next.  

  

Images of Grailville’s 70th birthday 
celebration, clockwise from top left. A 
1970s video of the Poles  sculpture is 
projected on the outside wall of the 
Oratory; Ginny Deters and Jean Wilson 
deep in conversation in the Oratory, 
beneath the “A Crossing of Hands” 
quilt, created by Becky Hill, Ruth 
Gallant and Mindy Burger; Terri Carter 
offering intentions in the Oratory. 
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Prayer at the 70th Anniversary Celebration of Grailville 

Joyce Minkler 

God of Love and God of Mystery, 
We gather here tonight with hearts full of gratitude for this place we call Grailville 
and for the thousands of lives that have been touched, challenged, inspired and 
transformed on this sacred land over the last 70 years. We remember Lydwine and 
Joan, two Dutch women who left their homeland in the midst of a world at war to 
come to the States, on fire with a vision of the power faith-filled women could bring 
to a deeply troubled world; and we remember the equally brave first generation of 
young American women who left their homes and security to join them in beginning 
The Grail Movement in the U.S. and establishing Grailville. And we remember the 
young couples who caught the vision, bought land and raised their families 
here….the Kanes, the Schickels, the Hills, the Rogans and the Hutzels. We remember 
them all tonight as our special Communion of Saints, from whom we draw strength.  

And we remember how that Grail vision of a world transformed by love overflowed 
in creative expression: in music, in art, in literature, in film, in liturgy, in ritual, in 
communal life and in the love and service of the land. The forms changed as the 
times changed, but Grailville continued to educate, challenge and inspire all who 
came to create a world of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

We ask you to bless all of us present here tonight as we celebrate and as we move 
together into the future, mindful of our foremothers’ courage and resolve; trusting 
that you will show the way and that our bonds of friendship and love will sustain us 
as we follow your leading. And we ask your special blessing on all those generous, 
gifted and committed women and men, past and present, who have poured their life 
energy into Grailville during these 70 years and have made it a holy place. Our 
hearts overflow with gratitude for each of them. 

May we all be blessed.  Amen. 

  

The bonfire is set as the celebration begins 
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Paraguay; Sapiensia Obiero, Kenya; 
Valeria Alves, Brazil; Nomusa 
Mkhungo, South Africa; Lindiwe 
Mthembu-Salters, South Africa. Back 

Pimenta, Angola; Modesta Arevalos, Paraguay; Gertrud 
Karlstetter, Germany; Renata Venancio, Angola; Timeika 
Mucambe, Mozambique; Claire Richard, Canada. Not 

row: Marian Schwab, USA; Eliete de Paula, 
Brazil; Mary Nelson, Australia; Fatima 

Front row: Evelien 
Luursema, 

pictured: Luz Galang, Philippines; Helen Jeffcoat, Australia; Abida 
Jamal, Mozambique;  Lucy Jones, USA; Margareet Leeuwen, 
Netherlands; Silvani Valentim, Brazil. 
 

Forming And Being Formed By The Grail:  

The International Formation Program, Golega, Portugal 
Lucy Jones 

We talk a lot about “formation” in The Grail, but what do we mean by that? If you 
came to know The Grail from outside the Catholic tradition, it may have sounded 
unfamiliar to you. For many of our elders in The Grail, it was the formative 
experiences of their youth/young adulthood living in community at 
Grailville. We have all witnessed the lasting impact such 
formation has on the lives of individual women and on 
the community of The Grail. Yet aren’t we all being 
“formed” and “transformed” throughout our lives, 
especially when we are open to encountering 
each other and the Spirit and our own deeper 
selves? Creating the space and opportunity 
for such a deep and intense 
encounter was the purpose 
of the International Grail 
Formation Program in 
Golega, Portugal in 
October.  

I was invited by Marian 
Schwab and the 
International Formation 
Team to be part of the 
core planning and 
leadership of the 
program and was honored and blessed to do so. For two weeks in early October, I 
facilitated, participated in and witnessed life-altering experiences in the lives of 
individual women of The Grail and in the knitting together of deep relationships 
between women from across the globe. 

Using spiritual practices as our framework, we explored everyday experiences of 
the holy in our lives, in all the heights and depths that life brings to us. We shared 
about the practice of “wearing skin” (incarnation), the practice of paying attention 
(reverence), the practice of living with purpose (vocation), the practice of saying 
“no” (Sabbath-keeping), the practice of getting lost (wilderness), the practice of 
pronouncing blessings (benediction), and the practice of feeling pain 
(breakthrough). We lived a modified Benedictine schedule of work and prayer. 
Everyone contributed to the work that needed to be done to feed a crowd, launder 

Netherlands; Kay Hunt, 
Australia; Andrea Benitez, 
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clothes, keep an 
orderly 
household and 
create rituals 
and commun-
ications for each 
other and 
beyond. We also 
had a party or 
two, with some 
fabulous singing 
and very lively 
dancing, a lot of 
laughter and 
good food. 

We met young people who are engaged in a Grail program in Golega (“Encounter 
the Other”—about social barrier-breaking) and young women who are leading the 
Girl Effect project in Lisbon.  We engaged briefly with a local Grail circle, what they 
call a Belonging Group. And of course, we came to know well the hard work and 
caring hearts of the four women, Ana, Celeste Baptista, Celeste Isabel and 
Teresinha, who have held The Grail Center in Golega for 31 years. We also counted 
on Elsa, who lives separately in Golega, for transportation to and from airports, 
trains and medical clinics. And we relied heavily on Claire Richard from Canada for 
translation. 

I was especially pleased to see again women I had met in New York for the United 
Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Temeika, from Mozambique, 
was a participant in the program and—lucky for us—is bilingual; she helped with 
translation in the first two weeks. Carolina was an intern for The Grail at CSW last 
year and is part of the Girl Effect leadership, as are Veronica and Maria Joao who 
have also attended CSW. Ana Louisa Heleno was an intern at the Bronx two years 
ago. Seeing these young women still so vitally engaged in The Grail and its work 
gives a very hopeful picture of the future of The Grail everywhere. 

Most of the participants continued in the program throughout the month, 
culminating in an All Saints’ Day celebration of The Grail’s birthday. Several of us 
had to leave early, but satisfied that we had truly been transformed by our two 
weeks in the program. Others joined the group for the second two-week period, 
while most stayed for the whole month. 

There will be a report coming out sometime in the future, with more information 
about the whole program, reflections of participants, materials we used and 

A celebration of Ana Oom’s birthday with Grail Center community at the Café Central: Celeste 
Baptista, Teresinha Tavares, Lucy Jones, Kay Hunt, Celeste Isabel Lopes de Sousa, Marian 
Schwab, Ana Oom and Mary Nelson 
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pictures, of course. There is a Facebook page with pictures we are sharing; contact 
me if you would like to be added to the group at grailconhlucy@igc.org.  

Writer Ken Wilbur posits that religion has two functions—one is translation, which 
offers people a new way of translating the world around them so that their lives 
take on more meaning (saving the self) and the second one is transformation, 
which does not exist to comfort the self but to dismantle it. When we speak of 
formation, I see both of these functions playing out, creating new possibilities for 
deepening our spiritual lives and our sense of something both within and beyond 
our selves. (Taken from Barbara Brown Taylor’s Learning to Walk in the Dark.) 

 
 

In Appreciation for How Far We Have Come 
Maureen Tate 

Editor’s Note: Maureen Tate posted the following on The Grail listserv on October 31. 
We thought many members would appreciate her observations. 

Yesterday, I had a meeting that was an overture to involve some local Philadelphia 
girls in the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) this year. I met with a 
young director of a girls leadership program that is also part of a Philadelphia 
coalition working on girls issues. The meeting went very well and I am hopeful for 
a new collaboration.  

But I also came away with great appreciation for how far The Grail has come as an 
organization. For the meeting, I was able to develop a packet with a personal 
business card provided for Council members and beautiful brochure about The 
Grail as well as CSW info. Before the meeting, through email, I was able to direct 
them to our Grail website that had all the helpful links to learn more about the 
international Grail, our Centers, our mission priorities, the CSW and the Working 
Group on Girls and personal pictures and sharing from last year's CSW. Our 
website looks beautiful and it enabled me to approach this group with confidence 
that when they checked out The Grail, they would find a community of substance 
doing great things in the world. 

I knew when I was speaking to the young director (late 20s, early 30s) that I was 
communicating as much about The Grail as I was about girls going to the CSW. At 
the end of our conversation, she indicated how interested she was to check out The 
Grail further for herself.  

I was proud of us and our potential. Sometimes it is hard to see what we are 
accomplishing but taking a long look back, I remember when we started the new 
structure and didn't have a common Grail phone number, let alone a website. It 

mailto:grailconhlucy@igc.org
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was a moment when I had clarity and appreciation that our investment these past 
years is paying off and how grateful I am for the work of our staff at national, in our 
centers and internationally, who help us to be visible about who we are and the 
vision we have to share. 

Happy Birthday, Grail! Happy All Saints’ Day! Happy Halloween! 

 
 

 

Grail Birthdays: November-December 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

November 

4 Marcia Bedard 

5 Theresa Sapunar 

7 Maclovia Rodriguez 

7 Mary Gindhart 

9 Jenna Messier 

9 Mary Therese Coyle 

14 Josephine Drabek 

17 Alice Drefchinski 

17 Linda Kolts 

18 Rose Mae Broussard 

19 Elizabeth Heidler 

20 Emilia Charbonneau 

 

21 Maria Sanchez 

23 Tiffany Curtis 

28 Carol Webb 

29 Margaret Bruck 

 

December 

4 Beth Wasmer 

5 Mary Kay Delgado 

5 Marie Therese McDermit 

8 Helen Culleton 

11 Penny Carr 

13 Viola La Fosse 

 

13 Elmira Nazombe 

14 Gail Malley 

18 Mary DiVito 

19 Julia Almaguer 

19 Pamela Hall 

19 Joyce Minkler 

22 Lea Grundy 

22 Jean Wilson 

29 Carol Nosko 

29 Taya Doro-Mitchell 

29 Nancy Richardson 

30 Patricia Dillon
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The Grail & the People’s Climate March, Part 2 
Grail members (and hundreds of thousands of others) from California to New 
York rallied the weekend of September 20-21, 2014, to draw attention to the 
dangers of climate change. We featured some members’ recollections and 
photos in the October Gumbo. Carol Barton offers a few more here.  

 

Left, Joy Garland. Above, Brigitte Stark-Merklein with camera; 
Joyce Minkler, Megan Monteleone-Morrison, Cindy Cheyne (back 
to camera). Below, from left: Laura Kaplan, Marian Ronan, 
Margarita Cabrera, Carol Skyrm, Judith DeFour-Howard 
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Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Gloria Duday 

Magda Durante 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Frances Frazier 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Hermine Glaser 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Claudia Gras 

Lea Grundy 

Pamela Hall 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Frances Hebert 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Mary Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Laura Hershberger 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

T. Rose Holdcraft 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Mary Hughes 

Kathi Hurley 

Sonia Jacquez 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Julia Kristeller 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Viola La Fosse 

Maureen Laflin 

Debra Lambo 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Marian Lucas 

Gail Malley 

Judy Markle 

Florence Marquez 

Frances Martin 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Joyce Minkler 

Megan Monteleone-Morrison 

Rose Morin 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Jacqueline Murray 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Emilia Normandin 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Trina Paulus 

Shirley Piazza 

Rita Ponessa 

Maria-Emilia Pounce-Thomas 

Tegan Rein 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through October 31, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 174 131 75% 672 $77,923.92 
Emerita * 71 29 41% 111 $24,062.75 
Grand Totals 245 153 65% 783 $101,986.67 

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $11,880.67 
Grailville  $14,540.01 
National  $54,457.49 
Special Projects  $21,108.50 

Mary Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Mary Lou Armas 

Wendy Bayer 

Marcia Bedard 

Virginia Bergfalk 

Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mindy Burger 

Margarita Cabrera 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Terri Carter 

Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Theresa Dardar 

Maria de Groot 

Judith DeFour-Howard 

Dora Delancey 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Catherine Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Patricia Dolan 

Beth Rosen 

Theresa Sapunar 

Helena Schaareman 

Debora Schak 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Robin Sclafani 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Emily Snyder 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Ruth Vargas 

Natasha Velasquez 

Barbara Waldron 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Teresa Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

 


