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Welcome New Member: Liz Jones 
Elizabeth “Liz” Jones made her commitment in The Grail on December 6, 2014 in 

Northern California. 

Ria de Groot 

Liz Jones was born in San 
Francisco, California 61 years 
ago. Most of her younger 
years were spent in the Daly 
City area. In college, she 
majored in psychology and 
became a licensed marriage 
and family therapist. She 
married Jeff Jones in 1977 
and together they are raising 
two marvelous children, who 
are presently attending 
college. 

Liz first met The Grail through Nancy Traer. A friendship developed and not long 
after, she attended her first Grail meeting at Nancy’s house about five years ago. Liz 
has been active in her community. She belonged to 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and became 
very involved with social justice issues, joining 
“The Just Faith” group. The Grail felt like a next step 
for Liz as a way of combining the issues she cares 
about—spirituality and justice. 

Liz is still working full time, managing a Volunteer 
Senior Peer Counseling Center for Contra Costa 
County. When she is not working, she loves sports, 
dance, being active, including aerobic workouts and 
hiking. Liz also sings in the church choir and is 
beginning to sing salsa music. At home, she likes to 

Northern California Grail at Liz Jones’ commitment. Left to right, seated: Emmy 
Normandin, Rosie Hinojos, Liz Jones. Standing: Susan Becker, Rosa Ruiz, Hermine 
Glaser, Monica Thyberg, Kit Culleton, Sharon Wood, Ria de Groot, Lea Grundy 
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entertain and do gourmet cooking. Yum and a marvelous fit with Grail hospitality! 
Welcome Liz into our Grail Movement! 

Liz Jones 

My name is Elizabeth Villafuerte Jones and I am 61 years old, married 37 years and 
have two children whom my husband and I adopted from Peru. They were adopted 
as infants and are now 23 years old.  

I have a bachelor of science degree from UC Berkeley in psychology and a master’s 
degree from Cal State Hayward in Clinical Counseling. I became a licensed marriage 
and family therapist in 1984. 

I was born in San Francisco, California to a Salvadoran couple who had immigrated 
to the U.S. from El Salvador on separate occasions. They met in a factory where 
they worked on the line. My father was 15 years older than my mother and my 
mother was in her 40s when she had me. My father was worldly and survived 
many adventures during his travels. He spoke three languages—Spanish, Italian 
and English. My mother was from a town called San Vicente where she had worked 
as a school teacher. She spoke only Spanish and was never able to master English 
very well. Throughout my life, I was her translator. 

I lived in San Francisco for 10 years in Sunnydale Projects near the Cow Palace. It 
was originally a housing project that housed many medical students from UCSF, 
but through the years, the medical students left and it turned into a very rough and 
unsafe neighborhood. It was especially difficult for my mother due to her limited 
English and cultural differences. My parents worked very hard and were able to 
save enough money to buy a small house in Daly City where I lived until I was 18 
years old. 

After graduating from college I decided to travel, since I had only been to El 
Salvador, a country I fell in love with but could see had many economic and societal 
problems. The other was New York, where my uncle lived who was the vice 
consulate from El Salvador. I loved the tall buildings and the energy and excitement 
of the city. My mother and I were in awe. I made my way to Europe at age 19 on 
very little money with a girlfriend and spent three months gallivanting from 
country to country. Later, I went alone to Japan and Korea for two months and had 
the best time of my life. 

Throughout my life, I have witnessed a lot of grief and emotional pain related to 
the lack of money, resources and compassion for others who are in need. I saw it 
near and around my home and in places I was fortunate enough to visit abroad. 
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I have lived in the East Bay for close to 40 years 
and have been in my home in Kensington for 30 
years. My first professional job was working in a 
shelter in Newark. It was a real eye-opener, as 
homeless families, shelter bums and mentally ill 
folks clamored for a space to lay their heads. 
Shortly after that, I worked as a case manager to 
the developmentally disabled and their families 
for six years. It was very challenging work. 
Resources were few and people’s lack of 
understanding was frustrating. However, I 
really enjoyed the work, loved my clients and 
learned a lot. Later, I worked in dialysis clinics, 
counseling chronically ill patients who often had 
little hope. I was inspired by their insightfulness 
and gratitude from whatever positive ray of 
light life had to offer—a sunny day, birds 
singing, a child’s laughter. After nine years working in clinics, I decided to go into 
private practice. I worked with a group of psychotherapists in San Leandro for a 
few years and later rented a suite where a dear friend/colleague and I put up our 
shingles. We had three offices and sublet our third office. I worked with mainly 
Spanish-speaking individuals and couples, but also saw a variety of people with 
numerous problems. I contracted with lots of insurance companies and received 
weekly referrals. I enjoyed the work immensely for 12 years, but I began to feel the 
need to be with colleagues, as private practice is very solitary and I desired to be 
more involved in my community. I applied to Contra Costa County in 2007 and was 
hired as a bilingual therapist for the Mental Health Access Line. I was on the phone 
all day and thought I would lose my mind, but three years later was offered a 
position as the Coordinator and Clinical Supervisor for the Latino component of 
Senior Peer Counseling under the umbrella of Older Adult Mental Health. I was 
asked to develop a program made up of Spanish-speaking seniors to train as 
volunteer peer counselors who would provide counseling services and resources 
to isolated seniors in their homes. I was in heaven and felt very blessed. In 
addition, I currently oversee two other senior peer counseling programs in English 
and Chinese. 

My need to give back to my community has been with me throughout my life. I 
attend a Catholic social justice church called St. John the Baptist in El Cerrito. Many 
committees have been formed to address the needs of the poor and marginalized. I 
made my way to this church through a three-month course I took called Just Faith 
Ministry. The group of people in this class included two young priests, a social 

Grail cup from Liz Jones’ commitment 
ceremony 
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justice attorney, a medical student and a retired gentleman who was an around-
the-clock caretaker for his medically fragile wife. It was a wonderful experience. 
We prayed, laughed, cried, took field trips to a home for single mothers, fed the 
homeless and read books about poverty in our country and all over the world. Most 
of the group attended St. John’s. They convinced me to attend Mass there and I 
have been there ever since. It was a perfect fit. I also sing in the choir on Sundays, 
participate in choir performances and have joined in other church activities. 
Spiritually, I feel fulfilled in this church. I also hope to further explore my spiritual 
path alongside my Grail sisters. 

I first came to The Grail by way of a Grail member, Nancy Traer. She worked as a 
class aide for my daughter, Elisa, in high school. Elisa was diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy at age one and required one-to-one instruction in order to be mainstreamed 
into a regular classroom. I was so touched by Nancy’s patience, gentle manner, 
intelligence, good humor and simplicity. To me, she embodied what it means to 
care about others and to give of one’s self, with all your heart. She struck me as 
living by her moral convictions and her political beliefs and she was part of a 
women’s organization that is solid in its commitment to community and social 
justice. I was inspired and felt that I wanted the companionship of women who 
have fundamental respect for humanity, embrace diversity and are open to 
dialogue and collaboration. I have felt those values at the meetings I have attended. 
In the little time spent with all of you, I have been enriched by listening to your 
trials and tribulations, whether it was a personal crisis or something to do with 
current status of The Grail. Regardless, it was always treated with grace and 
resolve. The support and compassion you give to one another is amazing to see. I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and feelings with all of you and developing 
new and meaningful relationships in the process. 

My work with seniors or my elders is something I feel passionate about. I have 
been successful in developing a program that is respected and valued in my 
community. I am able to take on challenges, advocate for people in need and 
celebrate differences. I feel that The Grail core values have played a part in my life, 
long before I knew that they were Grail core values. I feel that I am providing a 
service that in many ways represents the core values of The Grail and I will 
continue to take an active role in protecting those that are the most vulnerable. A 
quote I often use when I write emails to my peer counselors is, “I slept and dreamt 
that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life was service. I acted and, behold, service 
was joy.” The Grail represents for me a forum to be actively present in sustaining 
my values of peace and justice in my community and the ongoing exploration of my 
spiritual path. 
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The Grail’s 2015 Budget…and How It Was Prepared 
Mary Farrell, Loretta Rokey, Carol Skyrm 

As the Council gathered for its meeting together at Grailville in October, we 

reviewed the feedback we received from members and circles in the consultative 

gatherings that took place across the country in September. One thing we heard 

loud and clear is that Grail finance is an important topic, of concern to all our 

members. Members expressed a longing to understand our finances better and to 

get involved in creative ways to bolster our fundraising and revenue.  

During that same meeting, the Council looked at aspects of our financial situation: 

 As we saw in the General Assembly discussion, both Grailville and Cornwall 

have been operating at a deficit [spending more money than comes in as 

revenue] for many years 

 The costs of National administration are necessary to sustain the movement, 

including: 

o Maintenance of communications, whether among members, or 

responding to phone, internet and website inquiries 

o Maintenance of organizational financial records 

o Staff to Council and committees, including documentation of meetings 

and decisions  

o Conducting national and international elections 

o Assuring adherence to corporate responsibilities such as personnel 

management in compliance with policy and law, documentation of 

contributions and issuance of tax receipts, compilation of annual 

financial report and IRS forms, e.g. 990 and 5500 

o Assuring connection among members and with others interested in 

exploring membership 

These responsibilities are integral to the continuation of the movement. It may be 

possible that some of them could be assumed by volunteers, but even the systems 

to assure that they are completed would incur costs. 

Council decided that for purposes of the 2015 budget, we should add a separate 

budget, identifying some of the Grailville and National costs related to the 

transition to be accomplished at Grailville in the coming year. We also agreed that 

we need to identify in advance how we expect to cover deficits.  

In this regard, it is useful to note that our investments have gained substantially in 

value over the course of the past year. To illustrate: in the first 11 months of 2014, 
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although we withdrew a total of $454,925 from our investment portfolios to cover 

expenses, yet by the end of November the value of those portfolios had fallen only 

$188,933 from their value at year end 2013. Interest and dividend income as well 

as increases in market value have replaced 59% of the value of what we spent.  

Of course, we recognize that we cannot be assured that this trend will continue. We 

have, therefore, decided that an amount equal to the budgeted deficit will be set 

aside to be available as needed throughout the year. 

To understand the 2015 budget, it helps to understand what we based our figures 

on, so we identified the major assumptions behind the budgets for each of the 

categories of operations. 

Transition 

 

 We have created a separate budget to manage the process of transition 
at Grailville – responding to the needs of the Grailville Future 
Committee and bidders; clearing out buildings for future uses; 
preparing The Grail archives for shipping. All costs of the GVFC 
previously borne by the National Office are now in this budget. 

 

 A new part-time generalist position is created to work on cataloguing, 
clearing buildings of collections, furniture, etc. [See the job description 
in this week’s National Grail News] 

 

 Costs include staff work (40% each of Grailville Director and National 
Director, as well as the full cost of the Generalist), GVFC meeting and 
travel, printing, processing The Grail archives 

  Cornwall 

 

 Cornwall continues to operate as currently, with slightly increased 
income from VRBO rentals of the Gray House and the Phoenix 

 
 Current admin/generalist position is budgeted for full year 

 
 Communications role continues to be filled by a consultant 

 

 Although Cornwall has a positive response from the ILT for its proposal 
to house an international program, the staff does not know how many 
participants will apply or get their visas approved. The program will 
supplant some retreat center income with international funds or 
participant payments 

  Grailville 
  This budget assumes that Grailville's Retreat Center continues 

operating through June 2015 
  Retreat Center is focused on key buildings – Hodie, Benedicite, 

Caravansary, St. Brigid. More R&R bookings are sought for House of Joy, 
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Ark and Tidings through AirBNB 

 
 All programs are eliminated. Holy Week is handled by volunteers only. 

 

 Grailville’s Director works full-time all-year; most other staff continue 
at reduced hours, then are laid off June 30 and two weeks’ of severance 
is provided. The generalist on the Transition Budget is also a 12-month 
position 

 
 Groundskeeping is contracted out 

 
 Residents live at Pneuma through 2015 

 
 Store sales continue thru 6/30 

 

 Current leases are maintained – Hilary, Children’s Meeting House, 
Earth-Shares CSA, cattle pasture 

  National Office 

 
 The National Office remains open and continues to pay rent to Grailville 

 

 The Membership Coordinator position is eliminated; the admin 
assistant is reduced to 12-16 hours a week. The bookkeeper works 20 
hours/week through June, then adds the reduced GV bookkeeping to 
her work in July, increasing hours to 25/week. 40% of the National 
Director's time is on the Transition budget 

 

 Technical costs long borne by the National Office – DonorPerfect, 
Quickbooks, LogMeIn, tech support – are split among entities 

 

 Although it was discussed by the Finance Team, this version does NOT 
amortize other national costs (audit, etc.) over all entities.  

All these assumptions have led to a bare-bones budget that still shows a combined 

deficit for the year of $238,828. [See summary figures below].  

We should not be surprised that closing down current operations while we receive, 

review and decide on future options costs more than it generates in revenue. We 

considered a number of options, including closing Grailville at the end of December 

2014 and closing the National Office, but those options left us in worse shape both 

organizationally and financially than this compromise and were rejected by the 

Council.  

It may be that the Grailville Future process ultimately leads to a proposal to 

partner with another entity or to sell land. Such action would of course require 

detailed proposals to be debated and voted on by the entire membership. We have 

not included any revenue from new operations at Grailville in the budget for 2015. 

The Finance Team has recommended to Council that $239,000 in liquid assets be 

set aside from our portfolios and drawn as needed to cover operations. The 
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Grailville Endowment and Major Maintenance will be used for Grailville, the 

Transition and National operations; the Cornwall portfolio and the New York 

Region, if needed, will cover Cornwall). The budget will continue to be closely 

monitored and significant variances will trigger an examination of both the budget 

and of operations. 

The data presented here provide a general overview. All members have the right to 

understand the budget in more detail. Once adopted by the Council, the full budget 

will be posted on the website. Please remember as you formulate your questions 

that the changes reflected in this budget have implications, often increasing the 

demands on the staff who continue their work in service to The Grail.  

The volunteer Council and committee members are happy to respond to member 

inquiries, but are also charged with ongoing responsibilities. We ask for your 

patience and thank you for your support. 

Overview of 2015 Budget by Entity 
 

Cornwall 
 Contributed Income 30,000  

Earned Income 128,001  
Income from another Grail Entity   4,770  

Total Income 162,771  
Salaries & Related expenses 86,669  
Other Personnel expenses 19,845  
Non-personnel expenses 24,197  
Occupancy expenses 57,860  
Other/Miscellaneous       300  

Total Expense 188,871  
Net Income  (26,100) 
Grailville 

 Contributed Income 25,000  
Earned Income 106,279  
Income from another Grail Entity 59,139  

Sum of Income 190,418  
Cost of Goods Sold   4,000  
Total Income 186,418  
Salaries & Related expenses 93,440  
Other Personnel expenses   5,100  
Non personnel expenses 25,800  
Occupancy expense 98,885  
Other Miscellaneous 11,924  

Total Expense 235,148  

Net Income  (48,730) 
Transition 

 Contributed Support [Arch. Grant]   8,500  

Total Income   8,500  
Salaries & Related expenses 70,782  
Other personnel expenses 30,000  
Travel & meetings   1,000  
Printing & supplies   1,400  
Tech  - Hi speed scanner   3,759  
Expense to Another Grail entity       940  

Total Expense 107,881  
Net Income  (99,381) 
National Operations 

 Contributed Support 90,000  
Earned revenues 25  

Total Income 90,025  
Salaries & Related expenses 84,784  
Other personnel expenses 13,528  
Non-personnel expenses 35,915  
Other/Miscellaneous 10,375  
Expenses Paid to Another Grail Entity 10,040 

Total Expense 154,642  
Net Income  (64,617) 
Net Income for The Grail - US  (238,828) 

National Office Changes 
Terri Carter and Kate Devlin, National Leadership Team, and 

Noreen Willhelm, National Director 
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Members of The Grail in the United States decide on actions that carry out our 
Vision and Mission. Carrying out these actions is a great challenge. 
 
A decade ago, we recognized that The Grail could not continue to carry out our day-
to-day work without help. We also recognized that this help could come in many 
forms – volunteer, paid, member and non-member. One of the things we voted to 
do was to hire staff to work for all of us in the National Office.  

When there are tasks that need to be done, and they are not done by the 
membership, the staff and the Council have stepped in. For instance, to have an 
annual election for Council members, someone needs to call for nominations, 
compile the nominations, find out if the nominees are willing to run, vet the 
nominees and, finally, send out the ballots, collect them and count the votes. When 
we don’t have enough volunteers or a committee to do this, the staff of the National 
Office and the Council have done it. 

Over the last few years, there has been a great deal of discussion regarding our 
budget, our deficits and how we spend money. A basic question, and a good one, is, 
“What are we getting for the money we spend?” One place where we spend money 
is the National Office. Besides doing what membership has not been able to do in a 
voluntary capacity, what does the National Office do? Here’s a sampling from 
records of staff work completed in 2014: 

 Managing finances: bills, investments, payroll, cash flow, benefits, audits, 
providing reports and analysis to the council, the finance team and the 
membership 

 General administration: insurance (liability, property, directors and officers), 
legal compliance and reporting, personnel management, policy compliance, 
general management and development  

 Supporting Council work: research for strategic/operational planning; 
meeting planning/logistics; agenda planning; note-taking; writing reports; 
maintaining procedural handbook; organizing and executing regional 
gatherings with Council 

 Centers: supervision, oversight and coordination; problem-solving, as 
needed 

 Members/Explorers: preparing, collecting and compiling The Grail census; 
record keeping; communications; creation of the 2014 directory; supporting 
Grail circles; supporting explorers and mentors with regular communication; 
initiating and coordinating mentor support circle, coordinating logistics and 
planning national gatherings and supplementary meetings 
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 Development/Donations: tracking contributions including international 
donations; working with centers to coordinate solicitations and outreach; 
writing thank you letters for national and international contributions; 
sending end-of-year receipts 

 Communications: maintaining and updating website; writing and editing the 
monthly Gumbo and weekly National Grail News; sending out annual member 
mailings; managing elections and special communications; establishing and 
managing social media; responding to phone calls, emails and letters from 
members and the general public 

 Support of committees: providing record-keeping; maintaining minutes and 
files; gathering information  

 Elections (Council, international, issues): coordinating calls for candidates; 
soliciting, editing and producing bios/photos; developing ballots and voting 
processes; preparing and distributing ballots; collecting, tallying results and 
reporting 

 General Assemblies/National Gatherings: participating in and supporting 
planning efforts; collecting, creating and distributing preparatory materials; 
managing logistics – food, housing, transportation; collecting/tallying 
evaluations; editing and publishing reports 

 International work: serving as communications contact for the U.S. Grail, 
distributing publications, notices, reports, managing financial contributions. 

Historically, many of these tasks were accomplished in a variety of ways: 
temporary workers, paid Grail staff, paid non-Grail staff, non-paid Grail members, 
but in recent years the National Office has taken on more and more of these tasks 
as members have been unavailable to complete them. There were pros and cons in 
each and every way in which these were previously managed: 1) non-paid 
workers, which certainly fit our budgetary needs, have sometimes lacked 
accountability, and sometimes although work is completed, it isn't done in a timely 
fashion; 2) some members worry that non-Grail staff “don’t get” the “Grail way” of 
doing things; 3) paid Grail members have at times felt at a disadvantage – that they 
are on the job at all times, or under scrutiny; 4) paid non-Grail staff have at times 
felt disenfranchised or unappreciated; 5) involving volunteers in projects helps 
build community, but volunteers need someone to coordinate what they are doing. 

While working on plans for 2015, the Council has been taking stock of all the 
questions, criticisms and blessings given by members via regional circle reports, 
the listserv and the 2014 General Assembly. We have taken drastic steps to cut 
costs at centers and at the National Office. These cuts include service/program 
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reductions or eliminations and elimination of staff positions. None of this has been 
easy, nor has it been taken lightly. 

Before the holidays, we explained some of the staffing changes taking place at 
Grailville and the National office. In addition to the loss of Joy France, senior 
program associate at Grailville, we will no longer have a national Membership and 
Outreach Coordinator. Carrie Bowling's position, although valued and called for in 
the Movement Building Scenario adopted in 2008, has been eliminated. This means 
that the Membership Development and Enrichment Committee will no longer have 
a staff member dedicated to helping them and much of her work will fall once again 
to members: regular contact with explorers, tracking member participation, 
providing support to new and experienced mentors, maintaining materials for 
explorers. Who will pick up website maintenance and a vibrant presence on social 
media remains to be seen. And with the new year, the hours of the office assistant, 
Chloe Gersten, are being reduced. This will affect the time it takes for responses to 
inquiries, updates on social media and compilation of information for members. 
Noreen Willhelm will continue to work full-time, but she will be doing so without 
the help of about 50 hours per week of staff time.  

In spite of cutbacks, we still recognize important pieces of operations that we want 
and need. We recognize the transition that Grailville will undergo this year will 
require guidance and on-the-ground work. Noreen will be helping to coordinate 
that work, along with Terrie Puckett. We will continue offering the weekly National 
Grail News from the National Office, but we may need switch Gumbo to a bi-
monthly schedule. We do have committees that are working on various projects, 
but we need to be patient and understand that although we have grown 
accustomed to rapid responses, we will likely need to wait longer for them. Even 
answering the phone in the office takes time. We are still working out what all the 
ramifications of staff reductions will be. In the coming months, we will be asking 
for help with some of these tasks and with committees. We hope members will be 
willing and able to pitch in. We know not everyone can volunteer. Having patience 
and knowing that people are doing their best can go a long way in keeping morale 
up and creativity flowing. 

We are starting a new year, 2015, a year guaranteed to hold changes, new 
developments and of course, a few surprises along the way. Given the cut-backs, 
our charge is this: find new ways to continue executing necessary work while 
keeping a tight hand on the budget. New Year’s is a time when tradition suggests 
we make resolutions: resolutions for how we move forward, resolutions for what 
we leave behind. As you consider your personal resolutions, how will you include 
The Grail? Will you search your soul for how you could step up to fulfill some of the 
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tasks listed? Will you hold The Grail in your thoughts as you plan your year to 
come? 

We resolve to keep going, to keep working and to keep communicating what we 
are doing and why. 

 

The International Looms Large for the New Year 
Maureen Tate 

As we begin a new year, Grail members 
have already been planning for 
international Grail projects and plans that 
will keep us busy in 2015. Many are 
familiar with our international presence at 
the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) which will take 
place March 9-21, 2015. 

The focus of the meeting this year will be a review of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action (Beijing +20), including current challenges that affect its 
implementation and the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women. It is hard to believe that the Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing happened 20 years ago when we consider how much remains to be 
accomplished.  

Our Grail Link to the UN Network (GLUNN) has been planning for months to build 
on this work to allow more opportunities for girl participation as well as Grail 
outreach and formation. 

In January, we welcome two Grail interns to assist in preparation for the CSW who 
will also work with our Grail girls and other members to ensure their fruitful 
participation. We extend a warm welcome to Fuva Muiambo from Mozambique 
and Sonia Monteiro of Portugal who will be living and working at the Bronx Center. 
We hope some of you will have the opportunity to meet them while they are here. I 
am personally thrilled they are here to help me in organizing for participation of 
girls from Philadelphia who are planning to attend the CSW this year. In addition, 
GLUNN will once again sponsor a side event with a panel on Sacred Activism. Our 
session was well received last year and offered CSW attendees a much-needed time 
to pause at the end of the first week to explore and reflect on the spiritual level of 
their activism for justice.  
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We were pleased to learn in December that the International Grail has approved 
proposals submitted by GLUNN for two new programs to build on our CSW 
experience. Both programs will take place at Cornwall. The first is a one-week 
follow-up program March 23-29, that will offer approximately six CSW participants 
further learning and reflection on their experience and an opportunity for 
development of plans for local action. The second program, a “Pre-CSW Summer 
Camp,” is specifically intended to help and inspire younger women who would like 
to attend the CSW in 2016. It will take place from June 30 to July 18, 2015, for 10 to 
20 participants. The program design will benefit young women with a budding 
interest in understanding global issues, particularly as related to women and girls, 
as well as a desire for transformative, nonviolent actions. It will provide an 
opportunity for international exchange and formation in a Grail community setting, 
an introduction to UN work and The Grail’s contributions in this work and an 
expectation that participants will create plans for local actions related to women 
and girls issues. If you are interested in attending or supporting the success of 
these programs, please be in touch with Lucy Jones. 

In 2015, we will continue with Stage III of the Blessing the Space Between Us 
process. This international conversation has been exploring the meaning of 
commitment, to help illuminate and shed further light on the significance of the 
nucleus commitment option within The Grail internationally. Later this year, we 
will receive a synthesis of all of the contributions and information sent from other 
countries to digest and to deepen our conversation. We are asking all Grail 
regions and circles to include in their 2015 calendars a meeting in April for 
this conversation so that we will have time to gather responses to submit to 
the International in May. 

One of the responsibilities I have had as International Council representative is to 
send notifications of the death of U.S. Grail members to the international 
community. This past year has, of course, been very sobering for all of us as so 
many members of our founding generation leave us. What has been particularly 
meaningful in writing these notices is to realize how truly authentic our 
international dimension is. I have been acutely aware of the web of relationships 
that has built and sustained our movement. Many of members who died were 
nucleus but not all. However, all had some connection to the international and I 
have felt the presence of an international community grieving with us. 

Finally, an International Council meeting will take place from August 29 to 
September 6, 2015. We are grateful to the Australian Grail who will host this 
meeting in Sydney. The International Leadership Team has begun the work of 
gathering agenda items from all countries. As the agenda comes into focus, there 
will be issues that will require member consultation. As your IC representative, I 
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will want to know your thoughts in order to accurately represent you in this forum. 
Please keep a lookout in our communications for important updates on this 
meeting.  

Of course, this brief review does not address all of the many ways that so many of 
us continue to be involved in international issues and projects including climate 
change, human rights, food justice, human trafficking and economic and social 
justice issues. Please continue the important sharing that you do through Gumbo, 
the National Grail News each Friday and the listserv. It is the personal witness and 
action that really gives depth and breadth to our reality as an international 
movement. We can celebrate that The Grail has been thinking and acting locally 
and globally for a very long time.  

 

 

Grail Birthdays: January-February 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

JANUARY 

1 Sue Ann Kraus 

1 Deborah Silvestri 

1 Angie Prewitt 

2 Teagan Blackburn 

4 Kate Twohy 

5 Dottie Cortez 

6 Judith Defour-Howard 

7 Cherie Holman 

7 Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 

7 Liz Ciotti 

8 Patricia Dolan 

9 Judy Markle

 

10 Elizabeth Murphy 

11 Elizabeth Rose 

15 Margarita Cabrera 

20 Marjorie Toups 

22 Terry Marshall 

23 Elizabeth Robinson 

27 Janet Farley 

28 Kathleen Walzer 

29 Laura Hershberger 

30 Ann Steffy 

 

FEBRUARY 

3 Mary Ellen Clifford 

5 Mary Heidkamp 

6 Rosa Ruiz 

8 Florence Marquez 

13 Yvie Renda 

15 Deborah Sullivan 

16 Mpanda Kalala 

18 Mary Ann McCarthy 

20 Mary Ellen Camele 

21 Miriam Hill 

23 Laura Kaplan 

25 Dorothy Rasenberger 

26 Jackie DiSalvo
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Carolyn Gratton and Penny Carr, with Rose Mary Clark 

For Josephine, Ruth 

and Carolyn 
Carol Siemering 

O Sisters! 
 
Gather like the pleats of a skirt  
be together be real sing  
make circles link arm in arm dance  
wear black wear red wear what you will  
in remembrance of our three  
dead so soon after one another 
in Advent’s dimming light 
as we waited for the ring of Noels.  
 
and shake shake your gourd rattles  
bang bone against bone  
keen moan or ring bells sing alleluias  
whatever you will but 
look into each other’s eyes break 
the quiet the numb hum the drone that 
swims  
through slack wires tower to tower   
stomp  
stir up the earthworms in their plow  
through stones   
 
call on the skies’ zephyrs   
call the mother ancestors  
call your God  
whatever you will  
 
you can say  
we mourn   we loved them  
it hurts too much  
 
and you can ask  
Have they met each other  
Somewhere 
gathered like the pleats of a skirt 
smiling smiling  
singing saying  
 “O my!”   

 

  

Remembering Those We Lost 
2014 was a very difficult year for The Grail 
in the United States. Nine members died, 
three in December alone, and many formed 
the founding generation of The Grail in the 
U.S. As we contemplate those lost most 
recently, also keep in your prayers the 
others so recently departed: 

 Elise Gorges 
 April 20, 1926 – February 27, 2014 

 Janet Kalven 
 May 21, 1913-April 24, 2014 

 Shirley Beaupre 
 June 20, 1927- May 27, 2014 

 Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
 May 19, 1929-July 7, 2014 

 Rosalind “Ros” Kew 
 April 19, 1927-July 26, 2014 

 Penny Carr 
 December 11, 1944-November 27, 2014 
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In Loving Memory: Josephine Drabek 

November 14, 1918 – December 6, 2014 

A native of La Grange, Illinois, Julia Josephine Drabek arrived at 
Doddridge Farm in June 1941, a year after graduating from 

Rosary College with a bachelor’s degree in history. She 
was part of the group that lived at Grailville in its 
earliest days, where she worked as director of the 
agriculture program and general lecturer.  

She made her dedication in the nucleus on October 9, 
1951. She left Grailville in 1954 for Uganda, to establish a 

high school for girls. Josephine served as headmistress and 
teacher at Christ the King Secondary School in Kalisizo, 
Uganda until 1964 when the school was transferred to a 

religious order.  

She spent some time in Philadelphia, where she worked for the Anti-Vivisectionist 
Society, and again at Grailville. Josephine lived for five years at Cornwall, from 
1966 to 1971, before leaving to take care of her mother. “It has been a blessed gift 
having you at Cornwall these last years,” Dorothy Rasenberger wrote to 
Josephine in 1971. “We would never have kept the place if you hadn’t been there.” 

Josephine later worked at The Grail Art and Book Shop in New York City. She went 
back to college later in life and earned a master’s degree in urban studies. She 
taught math at a girl’s high school on the west side of Chicago. In the early 1990s, 
she was involved with maintaining The Grail Retirement Fund (now Health and 
Welfare) and the International Solidarity Fund. She died in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
where she had gone to live near family members when her eyesight began failing. 

Fran Martin notified Grail members of her death in December: “We have heard 
from Josephine's family that she, with the assistance of Hospice, has left this earth 
which she had loved so much to work in, bringing blossom and produce for beauty 
and health. 

“With 96 years of history, there is much in her Grail past, which began in Chicago in 
the 1940s and rather soon included a great love of farming at Grailville, as well as 
being one of the International Grail 'trail blazers' in Uganda. She has died on 
December 6.  
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“The relatives (nephews, nieces) will have burial in 
Chicago, and we will have a Memorial Mass at 
Grailville at a later date.” 

Anne Hope 

I lived with Josephine for four years in Kalisizo, 
Uganda where we were starting a secondary 

school for girls in the diocese of Masaka under the first 
African bishop of modern times, Bishop Kiwanuka. 
Lydwine van Kersbergen and Margaret van Gilse had met 
him on their amazing trip around East Africa in a small 
Ford Consul in 1952 and agreed to start the school in his 
diocese. It would be the fourth high school for girls in the 
country. I think Josephine and Alice McCarthy had 
difficulties getting their visas, so the school was actually 
started at Bukalasa, formerly a minor seminary, by 
Frances Scott (van de Schot), a Dutch Grail member who, 
after helping to start The Grail in Australia, was working 
at that time in The Grail in South Africa. 

Josephine and Alice were true pioneers, starting from 
scratch with a group of very shy girls, who knew no 
English, in Form I and adding a new class each year, until 
the first group (which included Elizabeth Namaganda) 
reached Cambridge School Certificate in 1959 or 1960. 
From the beginning, Josephine aimed to make the school 
self-reliant. She started a large banana plantation where 
the girls worked every afternoon producing their own 

'Matoke,' vegetable gardens producing groundnuts, tomatoes, cabbages and 
spinach, and fruit orchards of pawpaws (papaya), mangoes and pineapples. The 
electricity frequently failed, the water pump stopped and the lights went out. 
Josephine would bustle around getting all the oil lanterns lit and organizing teams 
of girls to go and fetch water from the river. Her vision for the school was very 
similar to that which Julius Nyerere described in an address to the Maryknoll 
sisters in Tanzania, i.e., to train girls who could become leaders in their villages, 
improving the quality of life of rural people. Josephine reveled in the fertile soil of 
Uganda where even the poles put up for washing lines started to sprout leaves. She 
was assisted by a marvelous Muganda woman called Marita Nakiwala who shared 
her love of agriculture. Together they developed a fine demonstration 'Lusuku' 
(plantation) where each tree produced a new shoot and a new bunch of bananas 
every year for four years and then was cut down to mulch the next generation of 
trees. 

A story about Josephine Drabek from the 
La Grange (IL) Citizen, August 9, 1956 



Gumbo 1-2015  Page 18 

The Grail in the United States 

I was with Josephine from 1958 to 
1962, when Uganda celebrated 
Independence. She stayed there 
much longer and I really honor all 
she achieved. 

Mariette Wickes 

Josephine was a committed lover of 
animals. I remember her well from 
my first visit to The Grail, Christmas 
1943 at Doddridge Farm in the 
Chicago area. She was glowing with 
joy as she cared for a newborn calf: my most vivid memory of that visit. So I came 
back the following summer and for years after. 
 
 I’ve often thought of Josephine, sorry to have lost touch over the years.  We were 
both among the first group of 12 in The Grail nucleus. So much has changed since 
then, but the basic values remain. Grailville has remained faithful to the land, to 
organic farming, to respectful care for its animals, a legacy in which Josephine 
played an important role so many years ago. 

Fran Martin 

My first remembrance of Josephine was when I was new at the Brooklyn Center 
and Lydwine van Kersbergen asked me to drive her to Cornwall, where she met 
with the owner of our soon-to-be Grail center. A short time later, Josephine went to 
the newly acquired property and lived there until center residents and work could 
be arranged. 

Zoom to many years later, after she had 
been in Uganda, assisting their beginnings 
and had many years of Grail life. She had 
just moved to a retirement place in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, a former 
convent across from the Cathedral.  

Carolyn Gratton, Ann Burke and I made an 
"out west" visiting tour of Grail women, a 
great, great trip! We visited Josephine, as 
well as one of her nephews, Dey McCray and 
his partner, Michelle Huff, and had dinner together. I also saw her fairly soon after, 
at Mimi Power's funeral, and had quite a bit of correspondence with Dey and 
Michelle through the years. They wanted to be and were especially helpful to her. 

Josephine, left, in 1974 
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When the retirement center closed fairly recently, they helped her move and 
arranged for Hospice to assist her last days. 

With the fascinating tour of the most interesting Grail women, ending with those in 
Claremont, California at Pilgrim Place, the three of us had a marvelous time, 
learned much about each person we visited and their circumstances. Besides that 
marvelous time, I visited Carolyn several times, sometimes on the way to Cornwall, 
or programs she had after moving into the penthouse in Toronto. She had many, 
many people coming to her gatherings. She also offered courses (a weekend at a 
time) at Grailville and went to India and East Africa, at the invitation of former 
students of hers or The Grail. 

Vivian Corres 

We stand on the shoulders of our ancestors. May their Spirits guide and strengthen 
us! Thank you, Grail saints, in whose Search we participate! 

Jody Grundy 

I always thought the world of Josephine. A great woman. Peace to her and her 
loved ones. 

Marian Ronan 

When I think of Josephine, she is always on a tractor. I feel sure she got off once in a 
while, but not in my memory. I guess it didn’t do her any harm, since she lived to be 
96. Farewell, dear Josephine. 

Elizabeth Robinson 

I remember Josephine. I especially loved the sound of her voice as well as her 
strong, warm presence. “May the angels lead her to paradise and the martyrs 
welcome her on her way.” 

Alexa Kane 

Josephine Drabek was a wonderful inspiration to so many of us. May she rest in 
Peace! 

Lenie Schaareman 

Yes, I remember Josephine and my first image is the big, juicy papayas she made 
sure we had for breakfast. She was one of the U.S. Grail members I lived with for 
three years (1960-1963) in Kalisizo, Uganda and made me think: “if I ever get a 
chance to get to know The Grail in the U.S., I will go.” See what happened… I smile 
and remember the truck Josephine talks about: the green Ford. I brought in the 
bananas (the staple food of the area) for the girls at Christ the King Secondary 
school. To go through the local area, buying the bananas; make sure you have two 
wheels on the path and hope for the best, that the truck would make it. When 
getting stuck, there was help: we were known in the neighborhood.  
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Marian April Goering 

In May-June, Dan and I were in Albuquerque and had the chance to visit her at St. 
Mary's Home two times. As it turned out, this was a few weeks before the home 
closed and her family took her to live with them. 

What I remember well is how happy and content she seemed – although she said 
she felt physically weak (and that was evident) and we noticed clear signs of 
dementia/confusion and hearing loss. The home was clean and secure and very 
simple in its style – Josephine described her room as beautiful with white curtains 
and she said she had many beautiful dresses. During one of our visits, the residents 
of the home were having lunch. Josephine said that she especially liked milk, bread 
and fruit; these foods are good for you and we should eat them. 

We also talked about The Grail and she chatted about the old days – her time in 
Africa and at Grailville and Cornwall. Josephine said that she loved those times, 
talked about the farm and a truck she drove in Africa. 

Several times, she mentioned with real positive feeling and energy that when she 
dies, she hopes "to go to heaven to be with all the angels and God himself." May she 
now rejoice with them. 

Lucy Jones 

I did not know Josephine Drabek but we have a mysterious relationship with her 
presence here at Cornwall because the phone company would not let us change the 
name on our phone number without changing the number – so I have 
impersonated Josephine Drabek whenever we have needed to have a conversation 
with the phone company about that line. Reminding us all that she spent significant 
time at this Grail center in the early days and helped to hold this place and its work 
along with others. I see from the pictures and stories what a beautiful person she 
was, inside and out. May she rest with the angels in the arms of Jesus. 

Christa Werner 

For The Grail in Germany 
When the corn does not fall into the ground, it will 

remain alone – but if it dies it yields rich fruit” 

John 12:24 

I never met Josephine, although we both worked in Uganda. 

She had gone home before I arrived – and yet it was the same 

soil we were breaking up, the same people of God we served. I 

still hear Magdalene tell the story of Josephine ploughing a 

field with a tractor in Kaliziso: Silently the edges around it filled with children and 

people, sitting and watching the impossible – a woman on a machine. Now her seeds yield 

fruits – now she will bring her harvest fulfilled and happy to the Lord and we are still 

plowing; ask her to show us the right way to do it. Experience the light, Josephine!  
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A memorial service 
for Ruth Chisholm will 
be held Saturday, 
March 28, 2015, at 
Cornwall. Watch the 
National Grail News 
for more details. 

In Loving Memory: Ruth Chisholm 

May 17, 1926 – December 21, 2014 

Ruth Chisholm was born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
and first visited Grailville in August 1952. She 
received a BS in nursing from St. Francis Xavier 
University and worked as a nursing instructor for 
three years before arriving at Grailville. She made 
her dedication in the nucleus in February 1955. 

Ruth went to Uganda in November 1955 and spent 
nearly 24 years there, working primarily at The Grail hospital in Rubaga. After 
leaves at home in Canada and at Grailville during the years, she returned many 
times, committed to the work and the people. In the 1970s, as Uganda was 
undergoing considerable political and social upheaval, The Grail transferred the 
operations of the hospital to the Ugandan Banabikira Sisters.  

It was a difficult time – a military coup, economic struggles, the desire to transfer 
the hospital to the sisters, whose primary work had been teaching, not medicine. 
“With this economic war, it is no picnic to run a hospital,” Ruth wrote in 1974. 
“Some weeks we have no water – then it is a sugar shortage – then no bread. How 
do we feed the staff for breakfast – maize meal is finished.” 

Ruth was scheduled to be the last American to leave in April 1975. 

“We have built this hospital at Rubaga, rightly or 
wrongly,” she wrote to Eleanor Walker in January 
1975, “and it would not be right to leave the burden to 
others before they have enough staff to manage it. 
Today is the 4th anniversary of the coup in Uganda, the 
Republic of Uganda, and much good has happened as 
well as much that is tragic. So many attempts to do 
what one thinks is for the good of others!” 

She stayed in Uganda until 1979. Ruth’s next Grail 
home was The Grail Center at Cornwall, where she 
lived until 2003. 

  
Ruth in Uganda with nursing student 
and baby 
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Letter from Ruth Chisholm to Mary Kane 

April 29, 1979  

Dear Mary and all –  
As there is still no regular mail service in Uganda, we take the opportunity to 

write when we hear of someone going out. Tomorrow, one of the White Sisters will go 
to Nairobi and home. So we all take the possibility to send out news.  
 We have had some rather exciting weeks as the liberation forces came from 
Masaka area towards Kampala. We had prepared the hospital staff so that they knew 
where to move the patients to safety when the shelling would start in our area.  
 On March 28th at about 8:30 in the evening, we heard the first bombing. The 
“enemy” was using long range missiles and we supposed were aiming at the Army 
barracks only 2 miles away from our hill.  
 In the next days, we all moved into basements and safe corridors of the Hospital. 
All the students were packed like sardines in the X-Ray Department. The Children’s 
Ward moved to the corridor of X-Ray. (Children with I.V. drips and tube feeding on 
mattresses on the floor but with very grateful mothers). The adult patients from the 
top floor went to a large store in the basement and all staff, patients, relatives and 
others who came for refuge had to be fed. We had two “soup lines,” one for staff and 
students and one for patients and relatives. One Sunday night, April 1st, with a 
sudden, terrible crashing and splintering, two missiles landed on the hospital. One on 
the roof of the Medical Ward (we had evacuated the patients) and one on the ground 
near the kitchen. There was damage to property – (broken windows, bricks, walls, 
roof, but no one was hurt). They told us later that Tanzania Radio apologized for 
hitting Rubaga Hospital. It was a mistake! We were two weeks living like this – 
always near a shelter – sleeping crowded together on the floor of the store. On 
Tuesday in Holy Week, the Liberation Troops marched down Rubaga Hill and the 
assault on Kampala started. This is a strange war. The troops walk over the whole 
country. Right now the north is not yet finished and also troops are somewhere past 
Jinja on the road to the Kenya border. Many have died and have been killed by the 
fleeing troops.  
 We are all alright at Rubaga – we have had news from Prisca and Mrs. 
Muwonge in Masaka but still no news from Polly in Mushanga. There is no internal 
mail service yet and little travel to Masaka – lack of petrol. But we do think that 
slowly things will improve – there will be a lot to build up. But the future has hope!  
With much love,  
Ruth  
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Mary Kay Louchart 

For those who follow the "O" Antiphons, it was most fitting: O Rising Dawn, 
radiant eternal light and sun of justice, come, enlighten those who dwell in 
darkness and in the shadow of 
death! Ruth was in the darkness of 
the stroke that kept her from us so 
much of the time, but her 
enlightenment was to enter into that 
eternal light where we're all headed 
some day! We rejoice with her. 

Mary Gene Devlin 

On December 14, Kate Twohy wrote 
to the listserv that Ruth Chisholm 
had taken a turn, and then Kate said 
so well, “the last three years have 
been so difficult and her confusion 
from the stroke along with her left 
side paralysis have imprisoned her in 
a foreign place...very far from whom 
we have known for decades.” This 
person whom I have known for 
decades has had an effect on my life 
that is pervasive and profound. 

For about 30 years, I have been 
blessed by the Cornwall Grail and for 
most of that time, Ruth has been 
there to inspire and teach me. When I 
would arrive at the Phoenix after 
driving from Massachusetts on a Friday evening, she was one of those who 
immediately made me feel, “Oh yes, this is why I have come!” I felt quiet 
immediately, and yes, even before I knew what it was, blessed. Ruth was probably 
en route from the living room to the kitchen, or from an upstairs room to the hall, 
when she stopped to lighten my being with her beautiful smile and welcoming hug. 
She was an indispensable part of the preparation and carrying out of weekends. I 
loved working with her in any capacity.  

I picture Ruth as part of the circle in the living room, listening intently to the 
presentation or discussion, and then often asking exactly the question that was just 
beginning to form in my mind. I see her furrowed brow as she worked to 
understand a new concept, or how someone in the circle was interpreting the 

Lucy Jones 

I saw this verse this morning on Suzanne 
Guthrie's website, "The Edge of the 
Enclosure," as I thought of Ruth and the 
blessing her life was to so many of us and 
many others. Well done, good and faithful 
servant! May you have eternal peace. 

Miscellany 

We saw Thee in Thy balmy nest, 
Young dawn of our eternal day; 
We saw Thine eyes break from the East, 
And chase the trembling shades away: 
We saw Thee, and we blest the sight, 
We saw Thee by Thine own sweet light. 

To Thee, meek Majesty, soft King 
Of simple graces and sweet loves! 
Each of us his lamb will bring, 
Each his pair of silver doves! 
At last, in fire of Thy fair eyes, 
Ourselves become our own best sacrifice! 

-Richard Crashaw 1613(?)-1649 
Verses from the Shepherd's hymn 
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question at hand. Ruth had such an open mind and taught me how to really listen 
to others. When she and I ended up in a small group together, she heard me into 
speech, patiently helping me know what I wanted to say. I was so moved by her 
confidences as well and went home feeling touched by a miracle of understanding. 

Ruth’s years in Africa as a nurse awe me in appreciating her steadfast contribution 
to the answer to the question, “Whom does The Grail serve?” And then, in calm and 
gentle sequence, she came to Cornwall to serve those of us who came there, 
seeking answers to the same questions Ruth was working with. How amazingly 
blessed Kate Devlin and I were to be at her side and touch her and let her spirit 
touch us on the afternoon of that very same December 14. Blessed be. 

Alexa Kane 

Thanks be to God, Ruth is finally with the Lord and at rest. She was an inspiration 
to me through the years that I knew and loved her. What a gentle soul and a 
wonderful friend. 

Mora LePage (Ruth’s sister) 

My condolences to all at The Grail who knew and loved Ruth. She was a special 
person to all of us. When I spoke to my sister-in-law after hearing of Ruth's 
passing, she said the times that she remembered best of Ruth were our children's 
weddings. Ruth would be there in her long flowing skirts, dancing up a storm with 
the rest of us. She loved music, especially singing and dancing. We firmly believe 
she is in Heaven looking down on us and saying, "Don't be sad. Enjoy Christmas 
and your families." She loved all of us and wanted to know where we all were and 
how our children and grandchildren were doing. She was loved by all! 

Mieneke Hage: Joy to the World 
It was in February 1999 that I first met Ruth. Knowing that Ruth was at home for 
Christmas, I dared to leave my family just before Christmas and come and live at 
Cornwall-on-Hudson. I heard that Ruth’s  favorite carol was “Joy to the World” by 
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy. What an appropriate text for someone like Ruth. 

It was Ruth who taught me on my arrival where the shops were in Cornwall (Jones 
Farm, of course, as the highlight), the post office, the bank, the library and Stewart 
Airport. But what was more important to me was that she was a great friend to 

Images from “In Search of The Grail” © 2006 The United States Grail. Captured by Kate Devlin 
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Ruth Chisholm at Cornwall with international visitors, 2006 

walk with (even in the snow), to read poetry and to discuss life with. She also 
introduced me to James Carroll’s Constantine’s Sword. Well worth discussing. 

Of course, the last years were not easy, but her core stayed the same: as always 
lovely and loved. 

Deirdre Cornell 

The news about Ruth and Carolyn is not exactly unexpected...but it still takes me 
aback. Simply put, both Ruth and Carolyn were so full of LIFE that it is hard to 
imagine their passing.  

I felt so privileged to be at Cornwall while Ruth was on the team there. The 
"chemistry" of the live-in Grail staff (Ann Burke, Peg Linnehan, Alice Gallagher, 
Cay Charles and dear Ruth – together with Audrey Schomer and other Grail 
members who formed the heart of 
Cornwall) created an amazingly 
welcoming web of hospitality.  

Ruth was very much to thank for the 
warmth and integrity of this open 
door community. Ever practical, she 
kept things going, in many ways. As a 
caretaker, she tended to big and small 
maintenance jobs; she also helped 
maintain the relationships between 
us. Ruth genuinely delighted in 
meeting the souls of anyone and 
everyone who came through 
Cornwall. She treasured deep conversations with friends, beauty in Nature and the 
celebrations of the year in community. Her spiritual search included the Earth and 
the body. She loved walking, singing and meditating and often returned our 
attention to the importance of contemplation, the one thing necessary. 

For Ruth, simplicity was not an abstraction. Born into a large family unacquainted 
with modern conveniences, Ruth was trained as a nurse and spent many years in 
Africa. She once mused that she had lived most of her life without an indoor toilet, 
during her upbringing and then the hospital in Uganda. (She was thrilled to return 
there for an anniversary celebration). This simplicity of heart and of lifestyle 
allowed Ruth to examine her own thoughts with freshness and candor. She 
regularly astounded us at reflections with the authenticity and the depths of her 
insights. Ruth was not afraid to question her own beliefs and attitudes, while 
somehow not making others feel judged. The integration of talents and 
personalities at Cornwall owed much to Ruth's peaceful nature.  



Gumbo 1-2015  Page 26 

The Grail in the United States 

During her last years, Ruth cared for her dear friend Alice Gallagher. When Ruth 
was diagnosed with cancer, my impression was that she consented to treatment 
because everyone else wanted her to...but that she was not afraid of death. When 
Kenney and I talked to her about the prognosis, she told us, without drama or even 
a trace of self-pity, "I have lived a good, long life. I am at peace." I often thought of 
those words during her decline in these last years.  

The last memory which I would like to share dates from about 15 years ago. That 
Christmas, only Mieneke Hage and Ruth were going to be around at Cornwall, and 
we planned a festive holiday breakfast. The day before, however, our two young 
children caught a virus, and I called to say that we could not make it to the 
celebration. On Christmas morning, Ruth and Mieneke came to our house to sing 
Christmas carols at the children's bedsides. Ruth's joy overflowed and she shared it 
freely. 

Rest in peace, dear Ruth. We were so blessed by the witness of your life! 

Carol Barton 

This is a blessing as we were praying for her release, yet hard news indeed. What a 
wonderful, giving, spirit-filled soul. I celebrate her life. I also want to thank Kate 
Twohy, who has been so present for Ruth for many years, and for all who have 
accompanied her. Ruth, you were a great gift to The Grail!  

Ellen Duell 

One of the joys (and challenges) of being “old,” as many of us are in The Grail, is 
looking forward to the next life God has for us, and maybe, maybe, seeing those 
loved ones who have stepped through that Door. Holding all in faith and love!  

Joyce Minkler   

I always think of Ruth as an anchor, a rock, a person who translated vision into 
reality and did it with prayerful love, care and grace. And Ruth asked the hard 
questions, too, challenging all of us to think harder and look deeper. She blessed all 
of our lives in The Grail. 

I especially think of Kate Twohy and Maureen McNamara, who together have 
taken such good care of Ruth and Alice Gallagher and Cay Charles over the years.  
Their love for their friends has been so evident at every turn in the road and I am 
so grateful to them. 

Jody Grundy 

I am sad to hear the news of Ruth's passing. May she rest in peace and may all the 
good of her life continue to live in the community of which she was and is a part. 
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"Even though the shiny star is not always as bright as we want it to be, 
it is there and there are always the spots of light in the compartments 
of our life!" Art and words by Hermine Glaser 

Pam Cobey 

Thank you for walking with Ruth and for sharing the last stretch of this part of her 
journey. The light is indeed greater today with the shining of her star. Blessings on 
all! 

Kate Devlin 

Thank you for letting us know and thank you to all those who have been taking 
care of her. I am so grateful that I grew up knowing Ruth.  

Anne Hope 

Thank you for letting us know about Ruth's passing and thank you so much for all 
the care you have given her. Though I have not seen much of her in recent years, I 
spent a lot of time with her in Uganda and again during the years when we were in 
Kenya. She was a very good, humble and generous person with a deep faith and 
always ready to help. We were with her again for a year in 1980 in the beautiful 
intentional community at the Cornwall Grail Center at that time. Audrey Schomer 
has just popped in, to give us some tools she says she no longer needs, and when I 
told her about Ruth, she was so happy to hear that she “had been released.” She 
was always such a “giver,” Audrey said. 

Vivian Corres 

Thank you, bless you, Kate, and smile on us, Ruth! And I appreciate all the sharing 
of experiences. The Grail is, among many other realities, a family who grows 
together. 

Blessings and good courage to each of us and to all in our hearts! We celebrate and 
honor all of the festivals and blessings of this time: "Celebrate 'em all, large and 
small." We receive and share all the blessings. 

Mary DiVito 

What a wonderful joyous time of 
the year for Ruth to start her new 
life. Thanks to all the many Grail 
members who visited Ruth and 
tended to her during the waiting 
period for her. 

Hermine Glaser 

I just read the news about Ruth 
Chisholm and remember her with 
thanks and love. May an angel 
stand on her side at this difficult 
time and guide her to the eternal 
home soon, so she is released from 
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her suffering. She will be in my prayers this Christmastime! 

Joy Garland 

Dear Kate, after speaking with you on the phone last night, I give thanks that not 
only Ruth has entered into her peace, but that you and others who cared for her 
may experience the peace of Christmas knowing that the Prince of Peace has called 
Ruth home. Though Ruth is gone from our midst, she lives in the many hearts that 
knew and loved her.  

Marina Kay Kryvanick 

Now our dear Grail sister, Ruth, is in peace and fulfillment – I know she suffered 
much in the end and also those near and dear to her. Now the tears are dried and 
the pain is no more – as she participates in the joyful celebration of re-birth with all 
our dear Grail sisters who have crossed over into the everlasting life. I will always 
remember Ruth in my visits to Cornwall – her sweet , loving reception, availability, 
generous care and great contribution to the functioning of Cornwall. May she rest 
in peace - love, prayers, abraços. 

Christa Werner 

For The Grail in Germany 

“Someone must be home Lord and must sing when you are 

coming! That is our duty: to see you coming and sing. Because 

you are GOD! Come, we await you”                 (Silja Walter) 

Something in my heart calls 

out for Ruth, but she has 

gone. And yet I am so grateful 

that her long and painful 

Advent – the cry for the Lord 

– was fulfilled in the 

moment where heaven and 

earth touched and gave a 

space free to let Ruth enter 

into eternal happiness in the 

face of God on Christmas. The 

years together in Rubaga in 

times of war and terror in days of joy and service, will be alive in me as long as I 

live! She was ready for the Lord ever and serving with such a wide heart – 

transparent for a greater love. Walk in the light!  
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In Loving Memory: Carolyn Gratton 

March 5, 1930-December 23, 2014 

Born in Toronto, Canada, Carolyn Gratton attended the Woman in the World 
Apostolate course at Grailville in the summer of 1953, then came to the Year School 
in October 1953. She held a BA in Honors English language and literature and a 
master’s in Library Science from the University of Toronto. She earned a master’s 
degree in Theoretical Anthropology from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh in 
1967, where she worked as a research associate in the Institute of Man, later 
renamed the Institute of Formative Spirituality. She earned her doctorate in 
Phenomenological Psychology from Duquesne in 1975. 

Carolyn was part of The Grail team at Gabriel 
House in Cincinnati from 1956 to 1960 and later 
lived at Grailville and traveled throughout the U.S., 
giving courses and providing resourcing for many 
Grail projects and programs. In 1966, she was 
appointed to the newly formed U.S. Nucleus 
Council and later served on the International 
Nucleus Council.  

After completing her doctoral program, under the 
direction of Rev. Adrian van Kaam and while 
teaching full time at the Institute of Formative 
Spirituality, Carolyn made herself available to the 
international Grail, resourcing many programs 
focused on deepening spirituality. She was invited 
by The Grail in East Africa to visit Tanzania and 
Uganda in 1977, to discuss papers she had written 
on prayer and vocation. She also spent time with 
The Grail in Australia and in Europe during the 1980s, in addition to developing 
and guiding many spiritually based Grail programs in the U.S. Carolyn’s deep 
commitment to the spiritual journey made her an invaluable mentor to Grail 
groups and individuals and she shared herself generously with many around the 
world. 

In the late 1980s, Carolyn’s search led her to Rev. Thomas Keating, OSCO, who was 
developing a method called Centering Prayer. Carolyn became deeply involved in 
this movement. When she retired and moved back to Toronto, she became the 
Outreach Coordinator for Centering Prayer in Ontario, providing leadership and 
guidance to a large network of people until her death. 

Carolyn Gratton, May 2013 at The Grail 
international 70-100 gathering in Milford 
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Carolyn wrote books including Guidelines for Spiritual Direction; Trusting: Theory 
and Practice; The Art of Spiritual Guidance. She also served as research editor of the 
journal Studies in Formative Spirituality from 1979 to 1993. 

She had recovered remarkably from strokes a few years ago, even attending the 
international gathering of Grail members 70 to 100 years old in Ohio in May 2013. 
She died in her sleep, at home in Toronto. Thank you for sharing your life so 
generously with us, Carolyn. 

Shirley Piazza 

I always will remember Carolyn’s energy, warmth, and sense of humor.  

Maureen Tate 

Thank you, Mary Kay, for sharing this news although it is hard to take in amidst so 
many other leave-takings of cherished Grail sisters. We seem to be in a dying time. 
I am reminded of a piece on the season of waiting by Edwina Gately…"It is time. A 
star will shine in the darkness. There will be music. There will be light. We will 
hear the words: 'Do not be afraid.' There will come a fresh new hope." May our 
sisters be born into the promise that has sustained them all their lives. May they be 
reborn in the light. And... let there be music! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Peace be 
with them and with us. 

Marian Ronan 

I actually talked to Carolyn yesterday and she sounded exactly like herself, warm, 
engaged, smart and funny. We talked about my going up to see her in the spring. 
Wish I had done it sooner. 

For a number of us, Carolyn was an anchor. Hard to imagine life without her. 

Vivian Corres 

Wow! Heaven is richer!! 

My heart goes out to our Canadian sisters and to all of us who knew Carolyn. I 
especially remember her at an international training in Cornwall, Our Fiery Core; 
and also in her lovely home in Toronto, hosting a meeting when I was visiting my 
Toronto brother and the Toronto Grail. 

Carolyn was spirit and good humor, hospitality, realism and joy of life. Bless us, 
Grail Saints, as we remember and celebrate your lives! 

Joyce Minkler 

In 1964, I came to Grailville for the first time to visit and left sure that I would 
come to the Year School and join The Grail in 1965 when I graduated from college. 
However, on my next visit, Carolyn, who was in charge of the formation process for 
new women, told me very nicely to go away…the Year School was closing, she and 
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Eva Fleischner and many of the staff were going on for graduate degrees and 
Grailville would not be welcoming anyone new. 

I didn’t like Carolyn! 

Eventually I found my way into The Grail through the back door, going to San Jose 
for my formation time and then coming back to Grailville to assist Joan Lark in 
creating some wonderful national conferences. Carolyn complimented me on my 
resourcefulness; I forgave her and we became friends. 

There came a time in the 
1970s when I needed a lot of 
support and understanding 
and Carolyn was there for me, 
consistently, generously, 
welcoming me into her home 
time and time again as I 
struggled to find my own way 
forward. And then in 1982, 
Carolyn and Ann Burke 
invited me to join an 
international team planning a 
four-week formation 
program at the Tiltenberg. It 
was my first trip to Europe 

and my first real experience of the international Grail. The theme for the program 
was “Trusting,” the topic of Carolyn’s PhD thesis and of one of her books. It was a 
wonderful time that shaped my continuing experience of The Grail. 

And there were many more times in succeeding years when I knew the grace of 
Carolyn’s presence in my life. I will always be grateful. 

Anne Hope 

Thank you for letting us know about Carolyn. It came as a shock to me because she 
was so well and alive at last year's 70-100 meeting and we shared heartwarming 
memories together then. But evidently she continued to be so much herself right 
up to the last day of her life, and how much more shocking for those who spoke to 
her yesterday. And what a wonderful blessing to go so quickly and to celebrate 
Christmas with friends as soon as you arrive. Blessings of Christmas to all of you 
who remain.  

  

Carolyn Gratton and Joyce Minkler at the 70-100 meeting 
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Barbara Troxell 

What a surprise indeed. Blessed Carolyn has made the Great Transition gracefully, 
I am sure. I have fond memories of our conversations years ago about spiritual 
direction and the fine work she did teaching on spiritual formation in its many 
facets. I thank the Holy One for Carolyn and celebrate the gift she was (and is) for 
the world.  

Rose Mary Clark 

Carolyn Gratton was the first Grail member that I met. My Mother had told me 
some years before that The Grail women who lived in Loveland were very holy 
women. When I was a sophomore in high school, they announced that there was a 
woman from The Grail who wanted to talk to anyone interested in helping with 
summer programs in Cincinnati. I wasn't sure about the volunteering, but thought 
this was a great opportunity to meet a holy woman—and she forever changed my 
idea of holiness! She called after Penny Carr's funeral and, as always, left me feeling 
more peaceful and joyful. 

Marian Schwab 

When I was 15 years old and wide-eyed at the vitality of life at Gabriel House, The 
Grail Center in Cincinnati, Carolyn was so much at the core of what was happening 
there – smiling and funny and so dear. 

Ellen Duell 

I took a one-day “workshop” with Carolyn. I don’t remember what year it was; we 
were probably in the Caravansary. She was delightful in her leadership and 
entirely without ego investment. I bought a book by John O’Donohue at that time 
and it helps me recall Carolyn.  

Jody Grundy 

I too remember and celebrate Carolyn's beautiful presence among us.  

Yes, a number of our Grail sisters are passing over – this we know and that they 
walked humbly and justly on this earth and shared their life force and many gifts 
with us and broader communities. They live on in the reverberations of their life 
force and in our hearts and memories. May they rest in peace and continue to live 
in memory and love within us.  

Remembering Josephine, Ruth and Carolyn. 

Carol Barton 

Thanks to all for sharing memories of Carolyn. I just learned of this news after 
many days away and off-line. I am so sad for this loss. Mary Gene, thanks for your 
thoughts. I remember both of us taking the year-long journey of Centering Prayer 
with Carolyn and Ann Burke at Cornwall – a deep and powerful process. Over the 
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year and several sessions, I went from pregnant to arriving with Sarah in my arms. 
Sarah is now 20! It was the year I turned 40, lost both my parents, lost my job and 
had a baby. I could not have made it through without Carolyn, Ann, The Grail and 
Centering Prayer. I am so deeply indebted to her, to all of you and to this amazing 
community of women. A reminder of how important spiritual practices and 
spiritual formation are to our movement. Yes, to her life!  

Mary Gene Devlin 

Because Carolyn Gratton was in Toronto for many years, those of us who didn’t 
know her in her Grailville/Cincinnati years might associate her chiefly with 
spiritual direction and Centering Prayer and with connecting with her at Cornwall 
or GA’s or National Meetings. During the mid-2000s, in the midst of preparing to 
give a retreat for members of Contemplative Outreach in England, Carolyn helped 
guide those of us working on the National Meeting on Spiritual Diversity. The 
depth of Carolyn’s spirituality was united with a cracker jack sense of humor and 
an egoless brushing off of being one of Thomas Keating’s friends and associates 
who made Centering Prayer accessible, after contemplation had been relegated to 
an esoteric practice for a special few people for centuries.  

We are so blessed to have had Carolyn as one of our sisters, and now, right while 
we are saying no, no to her death, a tiny and brilliant beam of light breaks into our 
denial and enters our minds and souls saying yes, yes to her life, so gracefully lived 
and shared. The sparkle in her eyes and smile reflect the joy she called us to – in 
silence and in enthusiastic companionship. 

Lucy Kimora 

Happy new year 2015. I am very sorry for the passing of Carolyn Gratton. I had 
gone to Moshi for Christmas and new year and was not able to read my mails. May 
her gentle soul rest in peace.  

Deirdre Cornell 

Although I heard a lot about this amazing Grail member, I began to know Carolyn 
only in the 1990s. I quickly came to admire her for her gifts as a teacher and 
spiritual director. She was amazingly open, embracing ecumenical and interfaith 
exploration while remaining committed to her own religious experience. Carolyn's 
presentations for the International Formation Programs at Cornwall appealed to 
Grail women of different backgrounds and countries: she helped us to arrive at the 
heart of spirituality, while at the same time, grounded in Christian tradition and 
connected to Catholic identity.  

Carolyn's ability to find common ground with other women of faith was 
remarkable. In 2005, Carolyn, Ann Burke and Una Hargrave came to visit my 
family in Oaxaca. The weather in late spring was hot and humid, yet the travelers 
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were gracious and adaptable. We had an encounter with women from our parish-
based ecclesial community. The members of the group (indigenous small farmers 
who had settled in shantytown) were barely literate, but quite committed to their 
faith. As part of the day, we paired up for sharing. Carolyn's partner, Efigenia, came 
back from the conversation glowing with pride. She explained that the two women 
had discovered they had so much in common. They were both catechists!  

This was so much like Carolyn. Of course she had not mentioned that she held a 
doctorate, nor that she was a professor and author. Instead, she and Efigenia had 
dived into the joys and challenges of true evangelization – which, they established 
even in that brief encounter – is not only ongoing, but respectful, and inherently 
mutual. I remain grateful for witnessing Carolyn's sense of adventure, the delight 
she found in others and her willingness to give back to The Grail which she so 
dearly loved. 

Christa Werner 

For The Grail in Germany 
“Into your hands oh Lord 

my God, I commend my 

spirit, for  

You have redeemed me Lord 

God of hosts, I give all to 

you”  

Carolyn left us unexpectedly 

and made us silent in the 

shock of departure, but was 

she not so loved in being 

called without greater 

suffering – was she not wide 

open to enter the light on Christmas Eve? God alone knows how glorious 

and joyful she will celebrate an eternal unity with Emmanuel – and 

intercede for us so that we will grasp her wisdom, know her spirit, and love 

as she loved in joy! It is us who suffer the loss – and you in the U.S. Grail 

to feel the pain – may you be comforted and encouraged in memorializing 

all those lovely women and their tremendous heritage. With you in sorrow 

and hope . 
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Condolences from Grail Sisters Abroad 

Josette Kersters 

Netherlands 

Dear Grail sisters in the U.S. and Canada, 

Thanks to Mary Kay Louchart and Mieneke Hage, some of us heard of the recent 
departures of Josephine, Ruth and Carolyn and I wish you to know that I am with you 
in these days of joy and sorrow. Sorrow for the loss of three beloved sisters, but I think 
that for all three of them, the joy and gratitude can prevail. I cannot say that I knew 
them, but I have met all three many years ago and I do remember them. I imagine 
them now all three, celebrating Christ and his birth, with Christ Himself, and all who 
went before them. And surely, having left us so short ago, Josephine, Ruth and Carolyn 
will have brought all the news and intentions from down here to be remembered up in 
heaven. 

Honorata Mvungi 

Tanzania 

Another sad news for us all but good news to God and those He has called to Him. I'm 
not sure if I know Josephine, maybe yes. Let her soul rest in God's hands. Oh Carolyn, 
my friend – I am glad I was privileged to meet her at the 70-100 meeting. Two already 
have crossed over, our saints in heaven. I have no words to write. May she rest in 
peace. We pray for them. Thank you for letting us know. May God bless you. 

Loek Goemans 

South Africa  

Thank you for news of Carolyn's death. That was totally unexpected—three elders in 
quick succession.... St. Peter must be working overtime! Blessings on all those involved 
in caring for the persons, family and all. Emilia (Charbonneau), Marilyn (Aitken) and I 
chatted about Carolyn's visit to South Africa in August 1982 - Emilia and Frankie 
(Connell) helped with proof-reading Carolyn's book which was due for publication... 
She had been part of the formation program at the Tilt with Ann Burke, Joyce Minkler, 
Imelda and myself and then came on to SA and gave a mini program with our Grail 
members. 

Margarita Shirima 

Tanzania 

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, we also celebrate the call of Ruth to new life. 
We are together with Ruth's family, friends and all The Grail women who were very 
close to her. We sing ALLELUIA for her while she joined the heavenly Angels to praise 
her Creator. 
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We thank God for her life and her contribution in the Movement. May she enjoy her 
new light after a great suffering from stroke for a long period. 

Ton Brouwer 

Netherlands 

I was shocked by the news that three of the beloved Grail members died in the States. I 
knew them all. 

I met Josephine Drabek at the time she was still working at the secondary school in 
Kaliziso in Uganda. Carolyn, I met when she gave us a course in the Netherlands. 
Ruth, I knew the best from the several times I met her in Uganda, when I was with The 
Grail in Tanzania. May they live in peace with the Lord, joining all the other Grail 
members who died before them. 

Josephine Nakagolo 

Uganda 

This Christmas has been celebrated in joy and sorrow. In the sense that God has really 
visited us a number of times. The passing on of both Ruth and Josephine touches us as 
Ugandans in a special way because their work is felt afresh at this particular time. We 
are happy as we celebrate their lives and all for the rest. We indeed thank God that 
these were special women who used their talents, reached so many people and indeed 
transformed the world in different ways. 

May the Lord open for them the main entrance to eternity. At the same time, we 
celebrate the birth of the Savior. May this birth increase the virtue of hope in us and 
may our sisters have a rebirth in heaven. 

Nadia Villefort 

Brazil 

Receive our condolences on the death of Josephine Drabek. By the text written about 
her, we can imagine how special she was, sharing her time and gifts in The Grail and 
with others. She might be in heaven with other Grail friends! 

Imelda Gaurwa 

The Grail Rau, Tanzania 

Dear Mary Kay and to all our sisters in America, 

We read your message that our sister Ruth has been called into the Eternity during 
Christmas time. Yes, this is OUR JOURNEY in order to enter a new life of birth to 
eternity, we have to be transformed.  

We are all grateful for the life of a missionary in Africa, especially Uganda. She served 
with love, vigor, honesty, faithfulness, fully committed to the people she served. We 
have known her as a joyful person who lived a life of prayer. We are grateful to the 
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Lord. It is the Lord who called her in The Grail and was a source of inspiration, to a 
number of our people who choose to follow her pathway.  

We are with you all at this time of great sorrow, and pondering on God's goodness. We 
know she is in the right hand of God who supported her to the full. May she rest in 
peace. Amen.  

Rosaurora Espinosa 

Lovely memories of their presence among us, many thanks to God for the privilege of 
learning from their way to be part of our common search of justice. We all know that 
they will celebrate Jesus born among many GRAIL SAINTS... 

In hope that their empty site will be taken by many women coming to join us from 
different parts of the world. 

Agatha Modise 

Pretoria, South Africa 

By her departure, Carolyn requests us to lay down our hoes and gather together in a 
specific place. To keep moments of silence. To pray. To sing. To speak to her or about 
her.  

This is what she wrote in the closing paragraph of her “book for people who have been 
‘swimming’ for some time,” Trusting. 

“Death can be the most free and personally ‘whole’ event of an entire life, an 
opportunity for new decision and action, for uttering  an ultimate yes to the One who 
‘til this moment has been veiled from  us by the ambiguities of the human condition. 
Death asks for a  final ‘letting go,’ for a decisive shift from distrustful isolation  to a 
trustful intimacy; from the ignorance of mere toxic confidence to immense gratitude 
for the goodness and kindness we now perceive  to have ‘followed us all the days of 
our life’ (Ps. 23:6); from futile striving to escape a common destiny with so many 
brothers and sisters.  As for each one of us, birth gave access to a new world of light,  
colors, meaning, the world of being with others and of love, so too, for each one, death 
is destined to be the entrance into a new life-filled relation to the energized universe 
of the fully radiant Christ."  

May we be all be blessed as we reflect on Carolyn's journey.  

 

 



Gumbo 1-2015  Page 38 

The Grail in the United States 

Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Bonnie Hendricks 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
T. Rose Holdcraft 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Kathi Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 
Sharon Joslyn 
Mpanda Kalala 
Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Julia Kristeller 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Viola La Fosse 
Maureen Laflin 
Mary Lu Lageman 
Debra Lambo 
Lyllis Ling 
Margaret Linnehan 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Judy Markle 
Florence Marquez 
Terry Marshall 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 

Member Giving 
January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active * 174 158 91% 857 $107,114.35 
Emerita * 72 36 49% 116 $48,793.75 
Grand Totals 245 153 65% 783 $155,908.10  

*Member numbers may change from month to month as members choose different member categories 
 

Cornwall  $ 24,776.10 
Grailville  $ 24,728.01 
National  $ 81,613.49 
Special Projects  $ 24,790.50 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Mary Lou Armas 
Joyce Asfour 
Wendy Bayer 
Marcia Bedard 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Margaret Bruck 
Harlene Bryenton 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr 
Terri Carter 
Emilia Charbonneau 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Brigitte Ferrari- Cicero 
Rose Mary Clark 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Dottie Cortez 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 

Carol McDonnell 
Terry McGuigan Graham 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Jenna Messier 
Joyce Minkler 
Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
Rose Morin 
Elizabeth Murphy 
Jacqueline Murray 
elmira Nazombe 
Mary Ann Neuman 
Thanh Nguyen 
Emilia Normandin 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Trina Paulus 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-
Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Loretta Rokey 
Simonetta Romano 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
Marie Russell 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Debora Schak 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Robin Sclafani 
Kathleen Sellers 

Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Emily Snyder 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Linda Suter 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Sharon Thomson 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Carolyn Vadala 
Ruth Vargas 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Beth Wasmer 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Carol White 
Francine Wickes 
Jean Wilson 
Teresa Wilson 
Sharon Wood 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 

Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Dora Delancey 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 
Catherine Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary DiVito 
Patricia Dolan 
Taya Doro-Mitchell 
Alice Dougan 
Gloria Duday 
Magda Durante 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Kathleen Fisher 
Eva Fleischner 
Joy France 
Frances Frazier 
Ruth Gallant 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Hermine Glaser 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Lea Grundy 
Jody Grundy 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 

In February, we will recognize 
all 2014 donors to The Grail 


