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Cornwall Dream Quest-Fourth Gathering 
December 12-14, 2014 

A summary by Carol Siemering, 
based on the report by Simonetta Romano and Allison Weiss 

Questers: Allison Weiss, Beth Rosen, 
Carol Siemering, Carol Skyrm, Ceci 
Figueroa, Kate Devlin, Lucy Jones, Mary 
Ann Neuman, Mary Gene Devlin, Megan 
Monteleone-Morrison, Natasha 
Velasquez, Rita Ponessa, Sharon 
Thomson, Simonetta Romano, Teagan 
Blackburn, Tegan Rein, Thanh Xuan 
Nguyen. Planning Team:   Simonetta 
Romano, Sharon Thomson. Planning 
Consultant: Beth Rosen. 

This was the fourth and final meeting of 
Cornwall’s Dream Quest. Throughout 
the weekend, we were inspired by 

beautiful soul moments, rituals and moments of 
silence. For the purpose of brevity, I have left these 
and other details on our sessions out this time. But 
please read the full report by clicking here.  

The session on Saturday morning went to the most 
basic question we need to consider: “Do we need a 
Grail center in the Northeast?” We began with a 
group process facilitated by Simonetta called “Trial 
by Jury,” to consider the question. People were 
randomly assigned a group by picking either a High 
Priestess card (“yes”) or a World card (“no”).  

This was a considerable challenge to some of us 
who found ourselves having to argue for the 

Ritual at Dream Quest, clockwise from left: Natasha Velasquez, 
Thanh Nguyen, Lucy Jones, Simonetta Romano, Carol Skrym,  
Sharon Thomson, Teagan Blackburn 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Dream-Quest-Report-1-2015.pdf
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Once Upon A Dream Quest, An Introduction 

Carol Siemering 

Once upon a time there was a beautiful kingdom 
or queendom, if you prefer. It was a very small 
queendom but it was truly enchanted and some 
say it was even “a sacred space” like one finds 
rarely here and there in this great world. For 
many, many years, women of all ages, callings 
and sometimes different countries lived there. 
Most of them were “Women of the Cup.” Most 
of them were women of The Grail. Here, women 
prayed and played, planted and chanted. They 
invited other women to join them for weekends, 
for longer periods of time and for shorter periods 
of time. There were beautiful buildings and 
beautiful plants and trees and ferns and woods 
and stones in that land. 

It came to pass that the gold treasure that kept 
the queendom thriving and surviving was now 
very scarce. And it came to pass that the women 
who give of their lives and time to live in that 
land, to be stewardesses of that land, were also 
becoming scarce. 

And so a call went out to go on a quest…a dream 
quest of what might be the next manifestation of 
this special place. “Ah, but,” the seekers who 
planned this quest said, “let us not begin with 
chats and debates and talking about this that and  

Continued, Page 3 

opposite of the position we would take on our own. After a half hour, we came back 
to argue our points.  

The main argument presented by the “World” group was that although there is a 
strong need for Grail women to meet, renew and educate each other and for there 
to be a place for this meeting, having a Grail center in the Northeast is not the most 
energy or cost effective way to do so; there are better ways to use our resources to 
meet the needs of The Grail, without it being a sacrifice to people, energy, focus and 
finances. This group estimated 
that if the Cornwall Grail was to 
be sold, we could likely gain up to 
$4 million for the property. These 
funds could be put into an 
endowment fund which would 
generate somewhere in the 
vicinity of $80,000 a year. This 
money could go towards rent for 
other meeting spaces, and could 
be used for The Grail to “meet and 
repair our spirits and the world.” 
The money could also go towards 
a scholarship fund.  

A main point was that using the 
money in another way could help 
Grail women to “really focus on 
The Grail mission and 
vision…whatever that may be.” In 
essence, this group advocated 
that not only do we not have a 
need for a regional center in the 
Northeast, but our needs can be 
better met by letting it go and 
having someone else take care of 
the work of giving us a space to 
meet. This way, more energy 
would be freed up to focus on any 
given task at hand. In addition, 
they suggested there are other 
models for “growing The Grail,” 
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Dream Quest Introduction, Continued 

the other thing. Let us begin in deep silence, in deep 
listening. Let us be silent and listen to our dreams, our 
hearts, the land the buildings, the stones, the trees, 
the voices of the women who are buried here, the 
voices of the women who have dwelt here, the voices 
of the women who might come. Let us listen to 
ourselves and one another.” And so it was, on the first 
gathering of those on the quest. Of course, there also 
was conversation and sharing and singing and food 
and ritual. Of course, there was also all of that. We are 
women of community after all and have a need to 
manifest what we and others find along the way. 

Now I am just a story teller and I have neither the time 
nor the brilliance to relate all the details of the 
gatherings that followed so I am making a long story 
and journey very short. We gathered a second time. 
Still having that spirit of silence, of listening we were 
challenged to consider how would we envision this 
wonderful place if instead of scarcity, we had 
unlimited riches! And some imaginings that emerged 
were a calling toward international community 
building, intergenerational community and 
contemplative inter-spiritual/interfaith living and 
learning. And in the third gathering, we considered 
how it would be if we did not have unlimited riches. 
How would we financially support our dreams. What 
would we keep? What would we give up? Who would 
respond to the call to steward our dream? We called 
for feasibility studies! And yes, we even considered 
(ah, heartbreak) the possibility of having to give up the 
whole queendom. 

So here we are dear sisters, ready for our next part of 
the journey, ready for what will be revealed in the 
collective wisdom in our hearts, in our minds and in 
our spirits.  

such as having women meet 
by going house to house. 
They also pointed out that 
there may be other 
locations that are more 
convenient and accessible 
by public transportation.  

Next, the “High Priestess” 
group made their case for 
why we need a Grail center 
in the Northeast. The main 
argument presented by this 
group is that having a Grail 
center in the Northeast— 
specifically the Cornwall 
center—is absolutely 
essential, for it is the 
embodiment of the Grail’s 
ethos in the world and has 
the potential to be the 
physical embodiment of the 
change we wish to see. This 
group presented the 
argument that having this 
space is necessary if we are 
to serve a new generation of 
women and be able to retain 
the true Grail spirit while 
living and working together.  
They pointed out that the 
Cornwall Grail is already a 
physical, sacred space that 
represents The Grail’s 
culture, spirit, legacy and 
history. They made the 
observation that not only 
does it hold 50 years of Grail 
history, but it is 
consecrated, holy ground 
and holds the ashes of many 
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Grail women.  

They also proposed that having a Northeast Grail center is essential for providing 
for the personal needs of Grail women in their spiritual search, empowerment and 
creative expression, especially in the context of attracting and serving a new 
generation of Grail women. They pointed out that the Cornwall center can play a 
critical role in attracting new members (who will fund The Grail) as well as in 
membership development and formation. Having the Cornwall Grail is a way for 
new members to embrace and learn what it really means to be a part of The Grail.   

They suggested that the Cornwall center will serve The Grail by providing and 
preserving a sacred women-only space outside of the dominant culture and serve 
in building community on a local, regional, national and international level. They 
also pointed out that the Cornwall Grail is unique in the fact that it is a women-
centered, owned and operated retreat center which is rare and in high demand in 
the male-dominated business climate. In addition, the center provides an 
affordable overnight meeting space for women to gather for spiritual, bonding 
experiences that could not be possible in the same capacity if we were renting 
space elsewhere. Getting rid of the Cornwall Grail Center would be removing us 
from the opportunity to continue to hold community for women and have some 
income generation from our excellent and unique programs and spaces.  

This group also maintained the position that a Northeast Grail center is essential 
because of our proximity and connection to the United Nations, where we hold 
NGO status. They said it is convenient in comparison to other locations, due to its 
proximity to New York City 
and international airports, 
which fosters the possibilities 
for regional and international 
involvement and exchange. 
Having our own space also 
makes it more accessible for 
women of all incomes, 
without them having to apply 
for a scholarship. In closing, 
they insist that having this 
space is necessary to do real 
work and make real change in 
the world. Keeping The Grail 
at Cornwall as the Northeast 
center allows for growing The 
Grail, national and 

Questers, from left: Beth Rosen, Teagan Blackburn, Thanh Nguyen, Kate 
Devlin, Allsion Weiss, Natasha Mercado 
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international programming and income generation in ways that are unique and 
maintain and continue the history, legacy, culture and spirit of The Grail.  

Both groups made convincing arguments. This was an exercise to expand our 
hearts and minds and to open us to the gamut of possibilities. 

In the afternoon, we considered three of the visions which were brought forward in 
previous Dream Quests: an International Inter-Spiritual Center, A Sustainable 
Living and Learning Center and an International Women’s Leadership Center. The 
fourth vision was “Responsible Transitioning,” how we would transition if there 
were to be no more Grail center at Cornwall. 

These were the questions we considered: 

 Where is the center located? 
 Who is running it and who is staffing it? 
 Is there a residential community or individual(s) in residence? 
 How is it sustained? 
 What is its size? 
 What is your part in it? 
 How are you involved in it? 

Out of all the groups, it appeared that the International Center had the most 
realism, and volunteers to actualize it.  

However, there were many commonalities and overlaps between the three groups: 

 All groups had envisioned a core group of Grail women (two or more) living 
in residence and leading/managing/being in charge. Their husbands/ 
partners and children would be welcome as residents as well. 

 All groups envision collaborating with other groups. 
 All groups wanted to keep Cornwall as the location for the center.   
 All wanted to harness the use of volunteers, short and long term. 
 2 and (a ¼) of 3 groups felt we could use the Phoenix as a source of revenue 

separate from The Grail center. “The Rest” is proposed as the new name for 
this smaller center. 

 The goal of all the plans is to allow for more time for Grail life and less time 
involved in property management. 

On Sunday morning, we worked on identifying next steps for continuing the work 
of developing a future for the center. 

The following questions were also set aside for future discussion: 
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 Does Cornwall need a board to consult on programs and projects? 
 How is a “Cornwall Future Committee” going to be formed? 

The following were things that emerged, which created concrete tasks for 
volunteers to take on: 

 Because of the need for revenue if keeping Cornwall, an important next step 
is to pinpoint and explore possible partner organizations who would lease 
the Phoenix, as well as finding out how much it is worth.  

 Making a master list of all Cornwall’s partnerships.  
 A need for a subcommittee to study what needs to be done to establish an 

international center. It was noted that it will be easier to see what the needs 
are after learning from the experience of the international program planned 
for this summer.  

 A need to look into how to incorporate the interfaith aspects. The ideas for 
the international center need to be brought to the larger group for help and 
feedback.  

The final clarification to the group was that if there is no follow-through by the end 
of 2015, the “responsible transition” will be the only viable option. We have about a 
two-year timeline to transition Cornwall into a sustainable future. The call for help 
from the larger community must go out as soon as possible.  

 

Meet the 2015 Council of The Grail in the United States 

It is a new year and we have much work before us. Every January, there are some 
changes that happen in the composition of Council. We thought you might like to see 
who is involved with Council right now. Later this year, we will be inviting new 
nominees for Council and perhaps you can see yourself joining us. 
 
Membership on the Council of The Grail in the United States, as described in our 
bylaws, consists of the National Leadership Team (NLT), National Treasurer, 
International Council Representative, two to five other Council members and the 
National Director, an ex officio, non-voting member. The members of the Council with 
full rights and voting privileges are not paid and agree to volunteer a minimum of 10-
20 hours per month. They are elected from those members who are eligible for 
election.* 
 
Council members are elected for terms that last three years. It is possible for a Council 
member to be re-elected for a second term, then they must allow one year to pass 
before being eligible for another term. The terms are staggered so every year there is 
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the potential for new members to join Council and members to rotate off Council. This 
allows there to be both continuity and an influx of fresh ideas and energy. The 2015 
Council (presented in order of role and length of time on Council) includes the 
following members: 

National Leadership Team: Kate Devlin, Deerfield, MA  

Kate joined the Council in January 2010 and was re-elected for 

a second term, which began in January 2013. She brings to 

Council her experience in teaching students of all ages, 

attention to details, management and listening skills. She 

works as an adjunct science faculty member and Coordinator 

of Student Assessment at a community college. She grew up 

with The Grail and has had many experiences of Grail life. She 

served as national Treasurer for three years and continued on 

the finance team through 2012. In 2013, she became part of 

the National Leadership Team. Most recently, she chaired the planning process for 

and helped facilitate the 2014 General Assembly (GA). She has also been involved 

with the Cornwall Metanoia programs and Dream Quest and is looking forward to 

being in the Bronx during part of the upcoming United Nations’ Commission on the 

Status of Women (CSW). 

National Leadership Team: Terri Carter, Loveland, OH  

Terri joined the Council in January 2013. She brings to 

Council her experience in business management and 

dedication to member growth and development. She is a 

coordinator of the Loveland food pantry and co-runs a 

successful family computer business. Having spent many 

years hiking the trails at Grailville and participating in 

Grailville programs, she became an active explorer in 

2008, and member in 2009. Terri takes an active role in 

the Cincinnati Grail Circle, has been on the Regional 

planning team, the Membership Development and Enrichment Committee and 

served as a mentor to exploring members. Most recently, she chaired the 2014 GA 

spirituality and ritual team. This is her second year serving on the National 

Leadership Team. 

 



Gumbo 2-2015  Page 8 

The Grail in the United States 

 

Treasurer: Loretta Rokey, Milford, OH  

Loretta first joined the Council in January 2012 and was re-

elected for a second term which began in January. She 

brings to the Council her 20+ years of experience working in 

city management and planning. In the early 1990s, she 

worked as the Grailville business manager and later as co-

director. Her additional experience in The Grail included 

being part of a North/South exchange in Mexico and more 

recently, serving on the finance team (since 2011) and being 

Council's liaison to the Grailville Future Committee. In 

January, Loretta took over the position of Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Team 

from outgoing Council member Mary Farrell. 

International Council Representative: Maureen Tate, Philadelphia, PA 

Maureen joined the Council in September 2014, for a five-

year term as the International Council Representative for 

The Grail in the United States. She has brought to Council 

her skills and background in popular education, program 

development and organizational capacity-building. Her past 

Grail experiences have included a semester at Grailville in 

the early 1970s, active involvement in the Philadelphia 

Grail Circle and many leadership positions in The Grail 

including resource manager and coordinator for the Unified 

Program Planning, National Leadership Team and Director of the Women's 

Institute for Social Transformation. Most recently, she helped plan and facilitate 

the 2014 GA and is now looking forward to the upcoming CSW and preparations 

for the International Council meeting that will be held later this summer in 

Australia. 

Pam Cobey, Jamaica Plain, MA  

Pam joined the Council in January 2014 and has brought 

to the Council her experience in her own spiritual, social 

action and feminist experience and training. She has a 

private practice as a psychiatric nurse practitioner 

doing mindfulness-based psychotherapy and 

psychopharmacology.  She became involved with The 
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Grail in 2009 through the Boston Grail Circle and the Metanoia programs at the 

Cornwall Center. Her recent Grail work has included a workshop on mindfulness, 

“Mindfulness, So What?” at the 2011 General Assembly; "Why The Grail, Why 

Now?"a postcard installation and presentation for the 2012 National Gathering; 

“Shaped By The Grail,” an oral history/photo project for The Grail 70-100 

gathering in 2013; Cornwall Dream Quest; an art installation and ritual planning 

and presentation at the 2014 GA. Pam is the Council liaison to the newly formed 

Spirituality Committee.  

Maria "Ria" de Groot, Stockton, CA  

Ria joined the Council in January 2014, and has brought to 

the Council her wealth of experience with The Grail since 

the early 1960s. This has included farming at Grailville, 

experience with both the Detroit and San Jose centers, 

Women of the Americas and most recently, the northern 

California Grail Circle. She has a long standing 

commitment to peace and justice issues which has been a 

thread linking her Grail experience with raising a family, 

farming, running a business, teaching and political action. 

Her work on Council focuses on being the Council liaison to the Membership 

Development and Enrichment Committee. 

Carol Skyrm, New York, NY 

Carol joined the Council in January and has brought 

her depth of experience in fundraising for various 

international nonprofit organizations and her work 

with social and economic development and 

empowerment of women. She has been actively 

involved with The Grail in New York City and at the 

Cornwall Center since the early 1990s. She has been a 

member of The Grail Finance Team since 2010 and is a 

part of the Politics & Spirituality and The Grail Climate 

Action circles. Most recently, she helped plan the 2014 

GA. Carol is also a skilled guitar player and knows the words to many songs 

including a great Grail repertoire. She hopes to use her knowledge of fundraising, 
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nonprofit management and administration, finances, quiet diplomacy and good fun 

to help The Grail renew itself.  

National Director, Noreen Wilhelm, Dayton, OH  

Noreen began working for The Grail as National Director in 

September 2009. As an ex-officio, non-voting member of 

Council she takes notes, helps the NLT organize and plan 

Council meetings, digs up information to help with discussions 

and writes up minutes of meetings. Additionally she handles 

all the day-to-day duties of running the National Office (see 

Gumbo, January 2015, page 9). Her work for Council and The 

Grail is invaluable. She brings to The Grail her extensive 

experience managing complex organizations that have as their 

foundation the betterment of women’s lives. 

*Please note that to be eligible for election to Council, members must: currently carry out works of 

The Grail; participate in a region, team, center or Grail program/project; exercise voting privileges 

on matters calling for a member vote; follow communications; and make a financial contribution to 

The Grail. Grail members who are employed by The Grail are not eligible to serve on the Council.  

 

My Move from Grailville to Twin Towers 

Lenie Schaareman 

In the Fall of 2014, I moved from Grailville into a patio home of “Twin Towers,” a 

senior community in Cincinnati. It is surrounded by trees which are part of local 

woods and parks. My move happened faster than I expected. I had returned to 

Grailville in May 2007, where my small apartment in Modicum has served me very 

well. When it became clear that Modicum was not going to be available as a 

residence in the winter of 2014-2015, I thought, looked around and I am pleased 

with my new home, although it was not my first choice. 

When I moved back to Grailville after 27 years in Philadelphia, I had hopes for an 

Ecovillage at Grailville, which had been in the planning for quite a number of years. 

I joined the dreamers and planners; we went through different stages and with the 

help of an architect and engineer, we made it to professional designs for a First 

Phase of Heartland Ecovillage located in the Kane field at Grailville. However, the 

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/GUMBO-1-2015.pdf
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team had become too small and we had to give up. Then I dreamt of building a 

small house close to Pneuma but that never left the dream phase. However, a small 

house across from Grailville was empty…was it for sale? Some of us inquired, but it 

was only available as a rental and so I looked into Twin Towers. 

Pat Dolan has been living here since the fall of 2013. I was made aware of that, 

visited Pat and decided to look into the possibility to move there. Twin Towers is a 

senior community begun by the Methodist Church more than 100 years ago. That 

initial connection makes it a non-profit institution, although Twin Towers is 

independent from the Methodist Church. It is a “continued care” facility which is, 

for me, a primary consideration. Pat and I live about a five-minute walk from each 

other, in separate patio homes consisting of one bedroom, living room, kitchen, 

garage, solarium and a small private front and back yard. There are bigger and 

smaller ones as well as apartments in a variety of sizes. As a continued care facility, 

care is “guaranteed” until the end of life. 

When I made the decision, it hit me hard: I can expect that this is the last major 

move of my life. At the same time, I am grateful that I could do it consciously and 

hopefully have time to become slowly acquainted with this community. I am glad I 

need not hurry because Grailville is nearby; it is only a 40-minute drive and my 

patio home has its own garage. I am looking forward to being active in the garden 

at Grailville and hope I can provide help and support for the Loveland Farmer’s 

Market this 2015 season. 

If you are interested to visit Twin Towers, Pat and I will welcome you. 

 

Patio homes at Twin Towers. 
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In Loving Memory: Judith B. Cox 

Judith Cox, who made her commitment in The Grail, on 
June 29, 2011, unexpectedly died in January in New York. 
Judith held a bachelor of arts from Marymount College 
and was an attorney, trained at the Brooklyn Law School, 
who spent every other Friday night working at a shelter 
for homeless men. This is how she introduced herself to 
The Grail in 2011: 

I am Judith. I have lived a long life and I have spent most 

of it searching. I have lived in New York, Illinois and 

Washington, DC. But I am a New Yorker by birth. I had 

been a member of a religious community for 13 years. 

Perhaps a good part of my life can be described as: 

I fled him down the nights and days 
I fled him down the arches of the years 
I fled him down the labyrinthine ways 
Of my own mind, and in the midst of tears 
I hid from him, and under running laughter 
. . . 
Finally, he said 
All which I took from thee, I didst but take, 
Not for thy harms. 
But just that thou might’st seek it in my arms. 
All which thy child’s mistake fancies as lost, 
I have stored for thee at Home. 

And in experiencing The Grail, I have found Home. 

During my years before now, I thought I could save the whole world. Finally, in the 

midst of my searching, I learned that I do best, as Voltaire said, in cultivating my 

own garden, working with others in the corner of my own little world. So, I stand 

where I will stand, on little plots of ground, where I am maybe “called” to stand, as 

Victoria Safford so eloquently described in her article “The Small Work in the Great 

Work.”  This is the “small work in the Great Work,” the place of my little life. So, in 

my free time, I find my ministry in serving. I have organized a center for migrant 

workers; represented migrant parents on a Head Start board; stayed overnight in 

men’s shelters; worked with people with AIDS, and with mothers with AIDS to plan 
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Thanh Xuan Nguyen: I have the 
honor to know Judith as we both 
mentor homeless women in the 
Economic Employment 
Opportunities of Catholic Charities. 
It was Judith's way to give back for 
many years. My prayer will be for 
Judith tonight. 

Patricia Dillon: I 
am very sad to get 
this news. Judith 
was a beautiful soul 
and her death is a 
great loss to many.  

for the care of their children after the mothers’ deaths; helped the elderly with debt 

problems; staffed a free legal clinic; and taught English as a second language to 

senior citizens. But all along, I searched and I felt alone.  

I came to learn about The Grail community through my friend, Lillian Wall. She 

invited me to events and I attended them. She spoke to me of The Grail mission and 

Grail women. I studied about The Grail and read all the literature and emails. I was 

at the New Year’s Day jazz jamming session at Cornwall; in the Bronx to meet Grail 

women from Ohio; at a gardening weekend in Cornwall; in the Goddess group in 

Brooklyn; at small group meetings and at the Metanoia weekend retreat at 

Cornwall.  I met women who were talented, dedicated, compassionate, selfless and 

diverse—outstanding women. And I found that each shares a vision of contributing 

to transform the world into a place of love and justice in her own way. There have 

been too many women who have contributed to my understanding and experience 

of outstanding to attempt to name them. But, most of all, without detracting from 

anyone, I knew Lillian and I met Emily Thomas. Finally, at the Metanoia weekend 

in Cornwall, I knew that I had found a Home. 

It is my wish to be part of The Grail so that I can be part of The Grail vision, so that 

I, as part of the community, can contribute my piece to the world, and so that I can 

learn from you, and can delight in the learning. 

 
  
Emily Thomas: Judith was planning to come to the Play in the Snow retreat (at 
Cornwall) at the end of January. She didn't come to the Three Queens Party January 
9, because every other Friday night she stayed at the men's homeless shelter. This 
was only one of the many things Judith did to make the world a better and more 
loving place and she will be missed in many ways, by many people. 
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Dawn von Tiedeman: This is such sad news about Judith. I will so miss 
talking with her and having her wonderful input into The Grail. She will be 
greatly missed. Lighting a candle for her now. 

 

 

Gabriella Chapman: Judith and I met for the first time in June 2011. We gathered 

at Emily Thomas’ Brooklyn home to put the final touches on our Grail 

commitment ceremony. This was our first opportunity to meet face to face, as I 

had recently moved from New York to Los Angeles. On the 29th, the day of our 

ceremony, we greeted each other in white, with smiles. We were surrounded by a 

beautiful circle of Grail sisters in Emily’s backyard, decorated with white lights, 

adorned with fountains and flowers and food! Emily and Lillian Wall officiated 

and The Grail women present offered their own blessing for us. Judith had brought 

a piece for us to read from a book called To Bless the Space Between Us, by John 

O’Donohue. I was so moved by the reading that when I returned to LA, I reached 

out to Judith for the name and author of the book. I now have my own copy and I 

read from it often and send his poems to friends when I think it will lift their 

spirits. I am never able to pick up the book without a thought of Judith and my 

gratitude for her introducing it into my life. In the span of my life, my memories of 

Judith and that day are brief, but deeply sentimental to me. In honor of her, I 

would like to offer this poem in her memory. 

  
For Judith 
 
The space between us is but a memory now 

Not miles and roads, or even subway rides 

But a memory… 

A thought of a cherished moment 

The glimmer of a smile 

The recollection of a shared connection 

The thing that bonds us is not really the flesh 

Nor the body that holds us  

Or the air that moves between our lungs 

But the memories… the feelings we imprint upon one another 

That is truly the only space between us… 
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Laura Kaplan: This is terribly sad news. I got to speak to Judith in-depth on a 
few occasions and each time I felt a deep connection with her. I was also 
impressed by all of her accomplishments and her commitment to selfless 
service. I was so looking forward to getting to know her better. May she be in 
peace and wholeness now. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Carol Skyrm: I remember Judith as someone who was strong and yet soft, 

soft in the best sense of being warm, huggable and willing to do whatever 

she could to help you. Her “Grail life” was not more than five years, as she 

joined us in a beautiful June 2011 twilight ceremony in Emily Thomas’ 

Brooklyn garden. Because she was very committed to “the small work in 

the Great Work,” to helping those who are vulnerable and in need, she 

was frequently busy on our Politics & Spirituality meeting nights; she 

worked an overnight shift at a homeless men’s shelter. There she met a 

young man from Africa (Rwanda?) and did what she could to help him 

complete his university studies, I recall her telling us. She offered her legal 

advice to me for a family matter and further asked a lawyer friend for 

information when she couldn’t help me. 

Judith, may you be surrounded by warmth and the community of angels. 

Judith Cox, second from left, at her commitment ceremony with Lillian Wall, Gabriella Chapman and Emily Thomas 
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Alice Drefchinski on Carolyn Gratton 

 and the Sisterhood of The Grail 

 

  

January 6, 2015  
Feast of the Epiphany  

We in The Grail are so blessed to have Carolyn Gratton! She is (was?) a remarkable 
person, and every inch, every part of her is so Grail! All of us who had the privilege of 
knowing her are aware of this.  

There are many different kinds of bonds, of connections in The Grail. Some come from 
working on projects or activities together (sometimes from very intense participation for just 
a short time, other times for extended periods) which are deep and personally meaningful for 
us. I feel that such bonds come from the very nature of who we are as Grail! And I thank 
God for including me in this marvelous Sisterhood. Carolyn’s passing into her full glory 
brings these thoughts and feelings forward for me.  

Carolyn and I met at our first visit to Grailville during Lydwine and Janet’s presentation on 
the nature and special calling of women. Neither of us were surprised, but we were 
delighted, when we both returned for the Year School that fall!  

Our paths never really crossed after that, but I followed her career and was happy for 
her when she made her dedication in the Nucleus. And now, I am even more happy for her, 
as I am positive she is in God’s loving embrace!!!  

Some people will find this letter weird, but I am so happy for having known Carolyn, and for 
her passing to her final reward, that I just want to express it somehow—and to thank God 
for this marvelous Sisterhood of The Grail!  

With love for all of my Sisters,  
Alice Antoinette Drefchinski  
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Readers’ Corner 
Marian Ronan 

Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love. 

By Elizabeth A. Johnson  
Orbis Books, 2014 
London: Bloomsbury/Continuum, 2014.  
323pp. Hardback: $32.95; eBook: $9.43 

Since the U.S. Grail’s early years, the 

connection between the environment, 

especially the land, and the religious/spiritual 

dimension, has been central to who we are and 

what we do. Over the years, increasing 

numbers of other religious groups and 

thinkers have also become engaged with the 

environmental movement. But given the accelerating climate change crisis, it’s 

safe to say that our efforts have been less than successful. 

 Some environmentalists attribute major responsibility for the destruction of the 

earth to the Christian faith, particularly the belief that human 

dominion over the earth is part of the doctrine of creation. 

Since the 1970s, feminist theologians have attempted to 

reconstruct this understanding of creation and its corollary, the 

belief that men should dominate women because women are 

intrinsically connected to the earth.   

Yet, given the way our “Christian” nation and the rest of the 

“First World” continue their brutal practice of extractivism, it can be argued 

that these feminist and eco-feminist efforts have also failed. One reason for this 

may be that many feminist theologians shifted to theo-ethical concerns (sexism, 

racism, colonialism, etc.) and paid less—and sometimes no—attention to 

classical systematic Christian theology. But if Christian practice regarding 

creation is going to change as radically as it must in this era of climate 

catastrophe, then the theology that underpins it must be transformed as well. 
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Elizabeth Johnson’s new book, Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love, makes 

a significant contribution to such a transformation.  

In Ask the Beasts, Johnson, a professor of theology at Fordham University and a 

Sister of St. Joseph of Brentwood, NY, fashions an intellectually sophisticated 

yet lyric dialogue between the theory of evolution, especially Charles Darwin’s 

Origin of Species, and the Nicene Creed. Her purpose in so doing is to 

demonstrate that “love of the natural world is an intrinsic part of faith in God,” 

and to create a theology that will generate passionate ethical action toward 

plants, animals and ecosystems—as passionate as that which drives faith in 

God. 

The first three chapters of Ask the Beast comprise a close reading of Darwin’s 

Origin of Species. If, like me, you have gone your whole adult life “believing” in 

evolution without having read Darwin, or even particularly understanding the 

theory of natural selection, these chapters alone make Ask the Beasts invaluable. 

As one reviewer remarks, “A more careful and sensitive reading of (The Origin 

of Species) would be hard to find anywhere, and not just among theologians.” In 

the fourth chapter, Johnson explores how aspects of Darwin’s theory have 

“evolved” since Darwin’s own time, even as contemporary scientists affirm that 

the theory of evolution is “accurate beyond reasonable doubt.” (102) 

Throughout the rest of the book, Johnson constructs a dialogue between 

Darwin’s theory of natural selection and the Nicene Creed, a dialogue that will 

enable Christians to shift their faith from an “abstract and distant deity” to a 

“living God intensely engaged with the world.” Chapter 5 braids Darwinism 

with biblical images, the theology of Thomas Aquinas, and contemporary 

theology to represent the entire natural world, and not merely human history, 

as the dwelling place of God. The Holy Spirit, an afterthought in most 

anthropocentric theology, is the primary actor in this profound theological 

deepening. (This was also the case in Johnson’s 1992 theological reconstruction, 

She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse). By dint of its 

ongoing evolution, the natural world “continuously participates in the 

livingness of the One who is sheer, exuberant aliveness” (148). 
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The next three chapters fill out this vision, exploring the freedom of creation, 

the suffering and death of all things and creation ex nihilo/eschatology, in 

dialogue with Darwinian thought. Finally, in chapter 9, Johnson’s argument 

culminates in a new, deeply moving paradigm, that of the “community of 

creation” in place of the earlier top/down human-dominion paradigm of 

creation.   

It’s hard to convey adequately the scope and artistry of Johnson’s writing. I was 

especially moved by the last six chapters, in which Johnson weaves together 

images and concepts from The Origin of Species and other scientific sources with 

theological texts from across the centuries, powerful biblical material, selections 

from English literature (“The world is charged with the grandeur of God…”) 

and the thinking of other eco-theologians. The concluding chapter alone would 

make a splendid prayer book. 

Elizabeth Johnson has shown considerable courage in writing Ask the Beasts. As 

you may remember, in 2011 the Committee on Doctrine of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a stinging critique of Johnson’s previous 

book, Quest for the Living God, claiming that it completely “undermines the 

Gospel.” A number of the theological issues that the bishops targeted in that 

book are also pivotal in Ask the Beasts. As Georgetown theologian John F. 

Haught explains, the bishops’ critique of Johnson focused particularly on 

Johnson’s position that God suffers along with creation.* Their position is 

predicated on the argument that God cannot suffer because suffering is always 

the result of sin. Such a theology serves to keep God separate from—

uncontaminated by—a sinful humanity.  

But such a dualist theology is utterly incompatible with the evolution of species. 

Johnson’s expansive reading of natural selection in Ask the Beasts includes the 

essential function of the suffering and death of some non-human species in the 

eventual emergence of higher species (including us). But the suffering of non-

human species is not, by definition, a result of sin, so all suffering cannot be the 

result of sin, and it is not theologically inconceivable that God should suffer.  

For Johnson, God’s oneness with all of creation is so fundamental that God 

suffers along with creation, even as She is also greater than that suffering. 
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It may be that the bishops will attack Johnson’s theology in Ask the Beasts as 

they did the theology in her previous work, though with Pope Francis’s 

upcoming encyclical on the environment and his emphasis on mercy, perhaps 

not. All that notwithstanding, the news about the effects of human-induced 

climate change on God’s creation grows increasingly dire. Christians (including 

the U.S. Catholic bishops) must acknowledge that the obligation to save that 

creation is at the heart of Christian teaching if such teaching is not soon to 

become irrelevant. There’s no better way to begin this life-and-death conversion 

than by engaging deeply with Ask the Beasts.  

Marian Ronan is Research Professor of Catholic Studies at New York Theological 

Seminary, NY, NY. She blogs at http/: marianronan.wordpress.com. 

*https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/unevolved 

 

 

Grail Birthdays: February-March 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

FEBRUARY  

3 Mary Ellen Clifford 

5 Mary Heidkamp 

6 Rosa Ruiz 

8 Florence Marquez 

13 Yvie Renda 

15 Deborah Sullivan 

16 Mpanda Kalala 

18 Mary Ann McCarthy 

20 Mary Ellen Camele 

21 Miriam Hill 

23 Laura Kaplan 

25 Dorothy Rasenberger 

26 Jackie DiSalvo 

 

MARCH  

2 Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

2 Wendy Bayer 

2 Mary O'Brien 

4 Ruth Vargas 

6 Mindy Burger 

7 Angele Coyle Smith 

7 Mary Hughes 

7 Claudia Yamasue 

9 Loretta Rokey 

10 Mary Farrell 

16 Patricia St. Onge 

18 Anne Hurley 

18 Judy Alves 

20 Maureen Tate 

20 Teresa Carter 

21 Maureen Laflin 

22 Sharon Wood 

24 Ruth Gallant 

24 Rose Mary Clark 

24 Nina Naberhaus 

25 Ann Marie Czyzewski 

26 Lenie Schaareman 

26 Wendy Budzynski 

27 Debora Schak 

27 Ellen Duell 

27 Jeanne Heiberg 

28 Nancy Cooney 

28 Ann Heidkamp 

31 Carol Siemering 
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2014 Contributors to The Grail and its Centers 
Every year, The Grail receives financial support from individuals, companies, religious 

organizations and non-profits, as well as our very generous members. We are grateful for your 
support and do our best to properly record and acknowledge your gifts. If we have made an error in 

any way, please let us know by calling (513) 683-5750, ext. 242 or emailing noreen@grail-us.org. 

Gloria Absi 
Kathy Addison 
Mary Helen Adler 
Affordable Steel Buildings 
Age Wise 
Jerry Ahrens 
Julia P. Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Donna Ambrogi 
Ana Flora Anderson 
Jada Andre 
Jason Andre 
Mary Lou Armas 
Joyce W. Asfour 
Linda Bains 
Louise Ballinger 
Regina Bannan 
Veronica Barbato 
Patricia Barrett 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Irene Bazadona 
Casandra Beam 
Shirley Beaupre* 
Kathy E. Bechtold 
Susan Becker 
Marcia Bedard 
Cecilia M. Bellman 
Catherine Benson 
Virginia Bergfalk 
Brenda Bertsch 
Judith A. Blackburn 
Teagan Blackburn 
Joanne Blair 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Barbara Breitman 
Harlene Wollett Bryenton 
Hugh & Therese Buck 
Wendy Budzynski 
Mindy Burger 

Margarita Cabrera 
Dorothy L. Calvani 
Mary Ellen Camele 
Penny Carr* 
Tom Carroll III 
Terri Carter 
Cat Creatives 
Cavalier Distributing 
Ann Chambers 
Emilia Charbonneau 
Patricia A. Chesen 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Ann Chisholm 
Brigitte Ferrari-  
 Cicero 
Cincinnati Region 

of The Grail 
Robert & Jean  
 Cincotta 
Rose Mary Clark 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Marie Cobey 
Roberta C. Cole 
Barbara J. Coleman 
Community Shares –  
     Greater Cincinnati 
Elizabeth & Jim  
 Congelli 
Anne C. Connerton 
Rev. Neil Connolly 
Angelica Contreras 
Rosa De Jesus  
 Contreras 
Lucille Converse 
Katherine Niedbala 

Conway 
Charles & Nancy  
 Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Marge Corrieri 

Dottie Cortez 
Bethann Witcher  
 Cottrell 
Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Theresa Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Theresa Dardar 
Barbara Daugherty 
Ria de Groot 
Patricia Deferrari 
Judith DeFour- 
 Howard 
Dora Delancey 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Angie Denov 
Kelly Deters 
Virginia Deters 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Shrikant & Judith  
 Dighe 
Patricia R. Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary DiVito 
Patricia Dolan 
Susan Dorenkemper 
Dan & Martha Dorff 
Taya Doro-Mitchell 
Alice Dougan  
Gloria Duday 
Ann Brooks Duff 
Lois Seifert Duffin 
Magda Durante 
Mary B. Early 
Jeff Emerson 
James Evans 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Barbara A. Feldmann 
Fr. Thomas B. Fenlon 

Carol & James Fierro 
Ceci Figueroa 
Susan Fink 
Mary Ann Fischer 
Kathleen D. Fisher 
Eva M. Fleischner 
Naomi & Arthur Fonseca 
Claire Fordrung 
Joy France 
Evelyn Francuz 
Greg Francuz 
Frances Curtis Frazier 
Allison Freese 
Gayla Fritzhand 
Maureen Gallagher 
Ruth Gallant 
Virginia Gandy 
Joy Garland 
General Electric ** 
Barbara A. Gibbons 
Joyce Gibbs 
Roberta Gill 
Mary E. Gindhart 
Barbara Smith Gioia 
Hermine Glaser 
Peggy Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Gloria Gonzales 
Agnes Goshe 
Joyce P. Gotfredson 
Terry McGuigan Graham 
Kathy & Rick Grant 
Claudia Gras 
Jody Grundy 
Lea Grundy 
Marie Evelyn Guertin 
Abigail & Yates Hafner 
Mieneke Hage 
Pamela Hall 
Beverly Halley 
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Nora & Eugene  
Hamond-Gallardo 

Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Elizabeth Heath 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Mary Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace E. Heising 
Maris & Frank Helfrich 
Bonnie Hendricks 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Margaret Hill Shah 
Raymond Hils 
T. Rose Holdcraft 
Cherie Ayars Holman 
Mary Ann Holthaus 
Janet Houthoofd 
Elaine Huber 
Felicia Hueber 
Janine Hueber 
Mary Hughes 
Kathleen Hulgin 
Elizabeth Humphrey 
Kathy Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Kari Jahr 
Janis James 
John Hill Construction 
John Hueber Homes 
Sharon Jolly 
Lucy Jones 
Rita & C. Sidney Jones 
Sharon Joslyn 
Mpanda Kalala 
Tina Kalala 
Alexa Kane 
Carol Kaplan 
Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Robert & Sandra Keener 
Alice Gerrity Kelly 

Richard Kelly 
Raymond Kirkpatrick 
Mel & Elena Kleiman 
Angelina  Kraemer      
               Kleinbub  
Lois and Edwin  
 Knochelmann 
Linda Kolts 
Darlene Korykora 
Julia Kristeller 
Kroger Community 
 Rewards 
Michelle Krummen 
Kay Kryvanick 
Viola La Fosse 
Maureen E. Laflin 
Cecillia M. Lageman 
Gerard A. Lageman 
Mary Lu Lageman 
Debra Lambo 
Eileen & Don  
 Lammers 
Land Family  
 Foundation 
William & Patricia 

Larkin 
Anne Lefevre 
Colleen Duffy Leidy 
Mora Lepage 
Brendan Lind 
Lyllis Ling 
Patricia Linnehan 
Margaret Linnehan 
Dinah Loculan- 
 Gentes 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Loveland United 
       Methodist Church 
Marian B. Lucas 
M. Brinton Lykes 
Barbara Macdougall 
Clotilda Mack 
Macy's/  
        Bloomingdale's** 
Gail Malley 

Mar Aguilar Margolis 
B Marinelli 
Judy Markle 
Florence Marquez 
Terry Marshall 
Frances Martin 
Belkis Martinez 
Doris A. Matanoski 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin  
 McCauley 
Marie Therese  
 McDermit 
Maureen McDermott 
Carol McDonnell 
Elizabeth McGivney 
Ruth Farny  

McKiernan 
Frances McLaughlin 
Janet McLaughlin 
Maureen McNamara 
Anthony Melink 
Steve Melink 
Teresa Melink 
Seroba Melink 
Gary Melrose 
Anne Mercier 
Jenna Messier 
Valerie Lee Miller 
Robert P. Minichiello 
Joyce Ellen Minkler 
Nancy & R. Timothy  
 Minkler 
Lisa K. Mitchell 
Marie Mohr- 
 Grandstaff* 
Megan Monteleone- 
 Morrison 
Mary Regina Moore 
Rose A. Morin 
Regine Moulton 
LaDeana Mullinix 
Elizabeth Murphy 
Jacqueline Murray 
Patricia Myers 
Seung-Rok Nam 

Nativity Girl Up 
elmira Nazombe 
Mary Ann G. Neuman 
Margaret Newell 
Thanh Xuan Nguyen 
Carol A. Nilles 
Anne Theresa Nolan 
Emilia Luisa Normandin 
Carol J. Nosko 
Donald Nugent 
Karen O'Brien 
Patrick J. O'Brien 
Pat Enkyo O’hara 
Arthur & Ginny O'Leary 
Shellie Owens 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Mona Paschke 
Trina Paulus 
Nancy Peckenham 
Barbara E. Peiker 
Killian & Nick Pfarr 
Laura & Jon Pfeffer 
Shirley Piazza 
Karl Stark &  
          Rita Olsen Pister 
Susan Pondish 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia  

Pounce-Thomas 
Jeanne Audrey Powers 
Katharine Louise Price 
Raymond Rasenberger 
Amelie L. Ratliff 
Ms. Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Joan Rogerson 
Priscilla Rogerson 
Loretta Rokey 
Simonetta Romano 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Stephanie  
 Rosenbaum 
John P. Rowe 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
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Marie Russell 
Mary Russo 
Donna & Paul Sabella 
Sharon Sachs 
Mary Jo Sage 
Jane Saitta 
Theresa Sapunar 
Meg Savarese 
Lenie Schaareman 
Debora Schak 
Martin Schickel 
Elizabeth M. Schickel- 
 Robinson 
Margaret Schimanski 
Phyllis Schomaker 
Audrey Schomer 
Paul Schuch 
Isabel Schultz 
Marian G. Schwab 
Robin Sclafani 
Kathleen Sellers 
Jada Semidey-Green 
Rebecca Hruby Seth 
Elizabeth Shafer 
Ginny Louchart  

 Shaffery 
James Shea 

Donald Sheehan 
Judith Sherlock 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Sisters of Charity/ 

The Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

Carol E. Skyrm 
Carol M. Slater 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Emily Snyder 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia Plouffe  

St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Janice Stenken 
Verna B. Stockmal 
Phyllis L Stout 
Deborah Sullivan 
Linda M. Suter 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Adelaide Szynskie 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Karen Jo Temp 
Emily Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Elise Torczynski 
Suzanne Toro 
Angela Towne 
Nancy Traer 
Barbara Troxell 
Jan Turala 
Turner Farm  
 Foundation 
Kate Twohy 
Carolyn Vadala 
Mary Valentine 
Thomas Van Brunt 
Ruth E. Vargas 
Natasha Velasquez 
Ann Vendely 
Judith M. Verny 
Kay Voss 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Beth Wasmer 
Carol Webb 
Jan Weinkam 
Allison Weiss 
Duanne M. Welsch 
Janice Welsch 

Jan L. Welsh 
Louise Westling 
Nicole R. Westrick 
Carol M. White 
Francine A. Wickes 
Noreen Willhelm 
Jay Williams 
Alice Wilson 
Jean Wilson 
Teresa Wilson 
Aurelia Winborn 
Cynthia Witherspoon 
Barbara A. Withum 
Women's Research  
       and Development 
Mary Ruth Wong 
Sharon Wood 
Janet Wright 
Claudia Yamasue 
Patricia G. Young 
Joyce Yu 
Ieva Zadina 
Catherine Zapata 
Mary Rose Zink 
 
* deceased 
** matching gift 

 


