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Father Jacques van Ginneken’s Vision 
Marguerite van Gilse 

As we look around Grailville, at our archives and belongings, we continue to unearth beautiful 
pictures and descriptions of The Grail’s roots and works. Terry Marshall found and transcribed 
a handwritten copy of this essay by Marguerite van Gilse, the first international president of The 
Grail (1924-1949), written in the wake of Vatican II. This is the first of three parts. Part 2, to be 
published in June, reviews Father van Ginneken’s emphasis on The Grail as a lay movement and 
its evolution over 40 years. Part 3 explores the roots of the commitments to poverty, chastity and 
obedience and the insights and assessments of those counsels prompted by Vatican II. 

 
Preface 

The following is an attempt to set down what has always appeared to me most 
meaningful and living in the ideas of Father van Ginneken. It is an attempt to say 
what is really great, what is “genial” in his vision. There are other aspects of his 
sayings and writings which are more conditioned by his time, or by his temp-
erament or other factors; those I leave to one side. I will emphasize only what I 
have understood to be central, and I would add that these central things could 
perhaps come more to life today than was possible when The Grail was founded. In 
some ways the lay apostolate is still only in its beginnings and what was impossible 
43 years ago, what could only then be hinted at or veiled in older forms, has now 
possibilities of realization.  

The Apostolate 

The central theme, the “leitmotif,” the main 
concept that runs through all that Father van 
Ginneken said and did—and that especially 
underlies his founding of The Grail—is the idea of 
the apostolate, the importance of the apostolate. 
This cannot be stressed enough. But it will be 
asked, “What exactly did he mean by the 
apostolate?” Here it is very important to grasp and 
understand the heart of his thought and not to be 
led away by what is unessential. 

Father van Ginneken saw and understood that the 
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Church had retreated from the world, that she tended to build a world of her own 
for the faithful and seemed to close her eyes to the rest of mankind. Of course, this 
is not true, if understood literally, because he knew that the Church had been very 
mission-conscious, going out over the world, especially since the 16th century. He 
knew, too, that a new awakening was already at work within the Church. Yet 
despite this, he saw that the Church had in many ways lost contact with the living 
centers of life and thought. I remember well what (someone) once said to me, “If 
van Ginneken is right, then the Catholic Church has been wrong for three 
centuries.” 

The Church seemed to have retreated behind walls, building a haven of refuge for 
her people, leaving the world to go its way. Father van Ginneken wanted to break 
down these walls, both literally and figuratively, e.g., the fervent contemplative that 
should be in the factory, or the married Protestant missionary who had contact 
with the people. The Catholics, he said, had lost the link in the chain. Father van 
Ginneken thought of going out to the world, not of bringing the world to us, not of 
bring the world “in behind the walls;” a going out to the world, not a building of a 
special Catholic world of our own. 

Many instances and examples can be given that show concretely this fundamental 
and driving idea in his life—the love for the apostolate. He spoke often of the early 
Christians and said their time was very like our own. He asked why the Faith 
spread with such rapidity then and answered that the Christian slave brought it 
into the Roman household, the Christian soldier brought it out along the Roman 
roads, the Christian patrician into the palaces and eventually into the house of 
Caesar himself. It was the Christian laity who did this, a fervent laity who were 
often ready to die for the Faith—a laity that lived and worked and shared the life of 
pagan Rome. 

Or again, his great interest in the part that women could play. He said often that 
women had never been fully accepted and used by the Catholic Church. Women 
were either kept behind the walls of the cloister, or behind the walls of the home 
and family. Women in the past had little opportunity for education (the example of 
his sister in comparison with himself). These walls were breaking through the 
emancipation of women. Women with jobs, women with freedom to move about 
and to travel, women who have grown strong economically, women in the midst of 
public life—if they were fervent, if they were deeply Christian, they would bring a 
new and hitherto unused witness to the life of Faith in the world. 

Or again, his deep interest in the world of today. Of communism (the Komsomol), a 
secular faith that could capture the loyalties and the dedication of men; of the 
mighty industry and energies of men in America, of the awakening of the East. That 



Gumbo 5-2015  Page 3 

The Grail in the United States 

our time was a time of transition, “an elbow,” offering a new opportunity for the 
Faith, and opportunity that had not existed for many centuries. 

It was not a withdrawal from the world, but an affirmation of its possibilities that 
lies at the heart of his understanding of the apostolate. All creation was “an image 
of God.” He was open also to all the new scientific achievements, the new 
technologies, the communications which tend to make our world one. That all this 
could be used so that Christ would be known and loved, that all this could be 
valued as God’s creation. He insisted always on the most modern—on the newest 
way of thinking, the latest invention, the newest technique. 

 

Grailville Collections Spotlight 

In February, The Grail Council approved a Collections and Equipment Policy, with 
the first component being an organized and thoughtful inventory of the physical 
space at Grailville. 

Each month, we will spotlight some of the amazing items re-discovered during the 
inventory…and what information we have on them. One of our goals is to put 
together as much information as possible: Where is it from? When was it made? 
Who made it? How did it come to be at Grailville? We are asking for your help. If 
you can help fill in the blanks, have stories 
about the items in the spotlight, or would like 
to take part with our inventory onsite, please 
contact Kendall Trotter, Transition and 
Operations Assistant, at (513) 683-2340 ext. 
226 or via email at ktrotter@grailville.org. 
 
Furniture 

Grailville has a large collection of furniture 
from the Old Hickory Furniture Company in 
Indiana. These handmade chairs, tables and 
benches are used in many of Grailville’s 
buildings, including Tidings and St. Brigid’s. 
They are in the pioneer style, showing the 
natural shape and texture of the wood.  Both 
beautiful and practical, the Old Hickory 

mailto:ktrotter@grailville.org
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furniture embodies the belief that art should be a part of our daily life. These are 
among the many “discoveries” made during the inventory process.  

Photographs  

A series of black and white photographs by the 
late Grail member Josephine Drabek in the 
1950s during her time working with the 
International Grail in Uganda. The photographs 
beautifully portray the lives of Ugandan women 
and girls, depicting scenes from everyday life. 
This treasure trove was found when inventory 
was taken of Tidings’ attic. 
 
Objets d’Art 

This intricately carved ivory tusk shows a 
caravan of 10 elephants linking tails walking 
towards a set of crocodiles. There is a simple 
sign on the case noting that it was donated to 
Grailville by the African Grail, and as such is 

presumed to be African elephant ivory.  On display in the House of Joy for many 
years, the tusk is well known, but we would like your help in finding out more as 
there are very strict rules in place by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding 
ownership of ivory. The two most important questions for Grailville are: where is it 
from and when did it come to Grailville? Documentation is key and one path is 
through photographs. Do you have a dated/date-able picture of you at Grailville 
with the tusk in the background? Please let us know. 
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Easter Homily 2015 
George Wilson SJ 

From Elizabeth Robinson: “Every Easter for many years, George Wilson, SJ, has been a friend 
and celebrant to the Holy Week/Easter community at Grailville. In his Easter Sunday homily 

each year, he gives us the gift of an Easter person. It is a tradition we anticipate and treasure.” 

In Mark’s Gospel, as the apostles were coming down from the mount of the 
Transfiguration, he tells that they were questioning “what ‘to rise from the dead’ 
might mean.” 

And even after they experienced his return, it seems the early followers of Jesus 
anticipated for some time that he was on the point of suddenly whooshing down to 
overthrow their Roman oppressors and speed them all on a jet to the throne of 
God. Images of rapture are very enticing: that’s why we go to places like Kings 
Island. 

Today we begin to learn what ‘to rise from the dead’ actually means.  

The angel indeed tells us that he is risen. But then what? “He goes before you into 
Galilee.” 

To Galilee? Back there? They were all too familiar with all that. Where’s the 
spaceship? 

It turns out that he still had much to teach them. He was going away, but they 
would remain. They would have to go back to fishing! And even that held no 
promise that the catch would always be net-breaking. The kingdom is still about 
things like seeds in the ground and yeast lost in the dough—as he had tried to tell 
them. And us. 

The newness of our risen life does not consist in removal from the everyday we 
have always known. It is not escape, it’s a new kind of immersion. It involves 
engaging the everyday with a new energy and power. Doing the ordinary in 
extraordinary ways. With a new kind of care, a casting aside of self-interest, a 
freedom the world simply can’t understand. 

Finding an Easter person to give you this year has not been easy. Not because they 
are so rare but because there are so many. 

Just in the past week (with the death of a firefighter), we in Cincinnati witnessed 
the deep bond of communion that holds the men and women who put their lives on 
the line to protect our lives from the ravages of fire. Everyday stuff, as unnoticed as 
a crack in the pavement—until we need them. The work of the Kingdom. 
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Left to right: T. Rose Holdcraft, Elaine Huber, Nancy Richardson, Beth Rosen, 
Pam Cobey, Renee Wormack-Keels, Mary Farrell, Carol Siemering. 

And as for giving life, I want to share a personal experience with you. My nephew’s 
wife, Michele, is a life-long Type 1 diabetic. About five or six years ago, she received 
a kidney transplant, donated by her brother. It served her well for those years but 
then gave out. Then her husband, Matt, offered to donated his kidney; it didn’t 
match for Michele so it would go to a stranger, but it helped to push her up on the 
waiting list. Last Thursday, the two of them were in adjoining operating rooms at 
the same time. She was receiving a kidney from someone in New York, while his 
was going to save a woman in Wisconsin from life-long dialysis. All told, there were 
35 pairs of donors and recipients in a continuous chain all across the country. From 
A in Philadelphia to B in Memphis to C in Seattle, and finally to Z back in 
Philadelphia. I leave it you to calculate the number of people it took to transfer all 
that life: surgeons and technicians; nurses and pilots and truck drivers; and people 
who sell dry ice. They may or may not know Jesus, but apparently the Spirit who 
guides the work of the Kingdom doesn’t recognize boundaries or require proof of 
citizenship. 

And there is one more. You might have seen him being interviewed on TV. The man 
had just lost his son in the plane crash in the French Alps. And what was the focus 
of his concern? The parents of the pilot who had murdered his own son. He said, “It 
must be so painful for them.” 

What might ‘to rise from the dead’ mean? Easter is all around us every day. Let’s 
ask the Lord to open our eyes. 

Amen? 

  

The Boston Grail Says Farewell to Renee Wormack-Keels 
After many years of living 

and working in New 

England, the Rev. Renee 

Wormack-Keels has 

retired and will be 

returning to her hometown 

of Cincinnati in June. 

Members of the Boston 

Grail gathered to wish her 

well. The Cincinnati region 

is looking forward to her 

arrival. 
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In Loving Memory: Kay King Jakob 
October 12, 1930 – March 23, 2015 

Catherine (Kay) Frances Jakob was born to Frances T. King and Gregory L. King, in 

Minneola, Long Island, New York, and died March 23, in Phoenix, Arizona, with her 

family at her side. 

Kay graduated from St. John’s College with a bachelor of arts and later a master’s in 

social work from Arizona State University. Kay met The Grail in Brooklyn in 1948, 

then came to the Year School at Grailville in 1951. She spent six months in Eufaula, 

Alabama, in the 1950s, teaching and organizing teens’ and women’s groups among 

black and white residents.  She lived in Bacalar, Mexico for two years, working 

under the guidance of lifelong friend and mentor: Father Don Hessler, a Maryknoll 

missionary, who was very interested in The Grail and the lay apostolate. In a 1956 

letter to Jeanne Plante, at Grailville, Kay shared a compliment to Father Hessler 

from a farmer in Bacalar: “Father is a thin man, but he has a fat soul!” She moved to 

The Grail International Student Center in 1958, where she was coordinator of 

Spanish Affairs. 

In New York, she met and married a young architect, John Jakob. John accepted a 

faculty assignment with 

Arizona State University 

which moved them to Phoenix 

in 1961. Kay and John were 

married for 52 years, until 

John died in 2011. 

In 1962, Kay and Joanne Wald 

Rapp worked to form a Grail 

Married Women’s Group in 

Phoenix. Her passion for The 

Grail continued; she wrote to 

Eileen Schaeffler in 1966, 

while pregnant with her fifth 

child, “to remind you…of our 

need to and want to be 

continually involved in the 

John and Kay Jakob, celebrating their 50
th

 wedding anniversary, June 15, 
2009, at St. Mary’s Basilica in Phoenix, Arizona. 
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From Mary Farrell 
Kay King Jacob was an amazing and 

very impressive woman. I met her 

when we sang together on A Women's 

Celebration of Chant and Harmony in 

the summer of 1994. She was an 

impressive alto, glad to be back at 

Grailville, where she hadn't been for 

many years, and opened her heart to 

all 18 other singers, some of whom 

she knew and all of whom she 

embraced as colleagues in this 

amazing week of restorative and 

transformative creativity in music. She 

shared her experience as a mother, as 

a professional – a social worker – 

but certainly involved in striving for 

social justice. She was also a STITCH 

uniting us in gales of laughter, 

whether on break or in rehearsal, in 

the Dining Room, walking the grounds 

or gathered in house common rooms 

to relax after long days of rehearsal 

and recording. In the more than 20 

years since that week together, I have 

thought of her with joy, admiration 

and love. I don't think I ever saw her 

again, but I hold her in my heart and 

am grateful to have shared her life. 

growth of The Grail…while we are not 

exactly the most active group in the 

world, we are most intense in our 

interest in what The Grail is doing and 

being and we are very much aware of our 

bond with all of you…” But life was never 

uncomplicated, as she wrote in 1969, 

“We managed a rather informal, partial 

Grail meeting here several days ago…we 

all brought our children along for the day, 

which proved to be the undoing of the 

day since one of the boys broke both of 

his arms falling off a tire-swing…we 

didn’t do too much in the way of talking 

about the GA, etc., as you can appreciate.” 

Kay was active in the women’s 

movement, serving as the president of 

the Phoenix chapter of NOW (National 

Organization for Women) for three years. 

Kay and John raised their five children to 

be independent thinkers, unafraid to 

challenge norms and strive beyond 

expectations. They believed in quality 

education and pioneered the Montessori 

early education movement in Phoenix, 

along with providing their five children 

with 12 years of private Catholic 

education. Both Kay and John enjoyed 

building and renovating homes and 

moving often – more than 28 times! 

 

Kay marched at the state capitol for the Equal Rights Amendment in the mid-

1970s, and enthusiastically supported social justice campaigns, including the 

United Farm Workers and Cesar Chavez. She was a huge fan of Phil Donahue, Judy  
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From Marguerite Coyle 
Under Julie Sharpe’s wise and caring coordination, Kay and I worked together 

on The Grail Women with Children spirituality survey, report and follow-up 

(1999). Kay’s cheerful willingness and wry wit were the “oil of gladness” that 

eased our way as we worked through this affirming, imperative task. It was a 

privilege and a blessing to spend time with Julie and Kay – splendid women 

dedicated to The Grail mission and cognizant of the worth and insights that 

women with children bring to The Grail. 

Collins and Hilary Clinton. 

After completing her 

master’s degree, Kay 

became a founding member 

of Counseling for Women: 

Phoenix, providing group, 

couple and individual 

psychotherapy. Kay will be 

remembered for her 

compelling 

voice at St 

Mary’s 

Basilica, 

where she and 

John formed the 

parish choir, which weekly draws 

parishioners and visitors to enjoy the city’s best classical vocal music. 

Kay is survived by her children: John, Eve, Judith, Susan and Joseph, along with 

their spouses, Jewell Jakob and William Kendrick and six grandchildren: Justin, 

Christopher, David, Leah, Mia and John. 

A celebration of Kay’s life was held April 8 in Phoenix and her family invited 

contributions in her name to The Grail. 
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Floating Wetland Pond Project Update 
Terrie Puckett, Grailville Director 

Last August, Eagle Scout candidate Sayre Stejbach (Boy Scout Troop #55) 
researched and installed four floating wetlands into the small quarter-acre pond 
behind the Grailville Hub. The wetlands, mats of plants, were designed to help the 
pond come back to life, using a natural method—following the same science behind 
Grailville’s Constructed Wetlands—to clear up the water. The plants grow root 
systems which “float” in the pond, acting as filters and use conversion to help 
reduce the nitrogen and phosphorus levels and replenish the water with oxygen. 
They were installed on August 15 and held a total of 200 plants—soft rush, arrow 
head and red top grass. 

The floating wetlands were removed from the pond in November for the winter 
and stored in the greenhouse. Plants were ordered—bulrush, grasses, wild rice— 
to replace those that did not survive the winter and the mats will be reinstalled in 

mid-May by volunteers.  

Each Friday until November, water 
samples were taken and tested for 
nitrate/nitrites, complex pH, 
phosphates and ammonia. After as 
a little as two weeks, it was obvious 
the effect the floating wetlands had 
on the water, but more needed to 
be done. 

A large part of the problem is the 
“muck” sitting on the bottom of the 
pond as dead plants sink and layer 

The pond at the beginning 

The floating wetland “mat, installed” 
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upon layer builds up. To 
combat this, we decided to 
try a Biosphere Pro, or 
what we laughingly refer to 
as “bottom nibblers.”  
These nibblers are filled 
with beneficial bacteria 
and are designed to roll 
around the pond floor 
eating the muck.  

“The bacteria break 
organic matter into CO2, 
water, simple sugars and 
inorganics,” our supplier, 
KLM Solutions says. “The 
simple sugars are then a 
fuel for more bacteria to 

multiply and consume. Bacteria use simple sugars, ammonia, phosphates and 
numerous micronutrients in their growth and metabolism, so you would see those 
things reduced and usually they aren't desirable to have in a pond.”  

“The formulations we use in ponds contain no chemicals. The bacteria are 
cultivated from naturally occurring strains and generally 
won't tolerate or survive well in ponds that have 
chemicals used in them. The spheres have been used in 
lavender farming. Zoos, aquariums, etc., use them in 
wildlife exhibits. The formula is used in equine and 
livestock drinking tanks, bird baths, etc. So it is very safe. ” 

The nibblers last one month and then are replaced. As the 
outer shell is made of corn resin, it is biodegradable and 
therefore does not add to trash or recycling. 

Moving forward, we will continue to test the water each 
Friday, and hope that by the end of summer the pond can 
once again be a place where the wild things are. 

 

 

  

Lenie Schaareman watches Troop 55 in action 

Bottom ‘nibbler’ arrived! 
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Cincinnati Region Gathering  

Grail members from the Cincinnati region gathered Sunday, April 19, to celebrate 

the 40th anniversary of Martha Heidkamp’s dedication in the nucleus, to discuss 

Blessing the Space Between Us and to have lunch with the Grail Council, which was 

meeting that weekend at Grailville. Left to right, front row, kneeling: Mary Lu 

Lageman, Anne Mercier, Joyce Asfour, Mary Emma Kuhn. Second row, seated, from 

left: Martha Heidkamp, Joy France, Joyce Minkler, Katie Sellers. Standing: Debra 

Schak, Fran Martin, Elizabeth Murphy, Marian Schwab, Lenie Schaareman, Pam Hall, 

Deborah Sullivan, Elizabeth Robinson, Emily Snyder, Wendy Budzynski, Peggy 

Goederer. Not pictured: Terry Marshall, Becky Hill.  

Photo by Terry Marshall 
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Update from the Pasture 
Becky Hill and Pat Hill 

Our 50+ grass-fed herd of cows at Grailville is a happy bunch these days, returning 
to the green pastures of spring. Twenty-five of the breeding age cows are pregnant, 
with the first calf, April, daughter of Audrey, born on Easter Monday. Calving 
season begins. 

The cows are on grass and the strip-grazing program is beginning. With this plan, 
the herd grazes a small area of pasture paddock each day and returns to it to graze 
again 45 days later, letting it regrow, undisturbed, in the meantime. This grazing 
method, known as Management Intensive Grazing (MIG), maximizes the herd’s 
ability to use and control weeds and fertilize pastures, while giving them fresh 
forage every day.  

This herd is a Lowline Angus/Dexter cross breed. Becky is currently in the process 
of recording their pedigrees with the American Lowline Registry. The foundation 
cows are Irish Dexters and the bulls are full-blooded Lowline Angus, both varieties 
that are bred to be fed out on grass, not grain, producing a healthier meat product 
and happier animals than those on feedlots.  

In this registration process, the cows are registered in generations with each cow 
needing a herd name (O’Bannon Valley Farm), number and individual name. We 
have been having fun naming the first generation, the foundation cows of the herd, 
and are taking the liberty of using names of many Grail elders we have known and 
loved. The first round of paperwork has been submitted to register Eleanor, 
Rachel, Catherine, Debora, Anna, Veronica and Fern, to name a few. Successive 
generations will follow to register their daughters, whose names begin with the 
same letter as their mom. For example, once 
we have the registration number of Eleanor, 
we can register her daughters, Elise and 
Eva; Rachel’s daughters, Roz and Ruth; 
Catherine’s daughters, Ceci and Carol; 
Anna’s daughters, Alice, Audrey and only 
then the newborn, April. It takes time and 
paperwork and is a feeble effort to honor 
our elders, but we are enjoying 
remembering them, nonetheless, in this 
matriarchal system! 
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With the cows out on the pasture, Pat is beginning to compost a couple hundred 
tons of manure from the barnyard to be used later to fertilize the fields and 
pastures. If there has ever been any doubt, he knows he’s ‘in deep s*** now!’ He is 
actually enjoying the challenge. 

We are pleased to have doubled our efforts to produce healthy grass-fed local food 
on the Grailville farm and can give you periodic updates on herd progress. 

 

 

 
 

Grail Birthdays: May-June 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

MAY 

2 Gloria Boudreaux 

5 Alice Gallagher 

5 Cecilia Figueroa 

6 Vivian Corres 

6 Simonetta Romano 

7 Grace Heising 

8 Carol Leopold 

9 Marguerite Coyle 

9 Joy Garland 

9 Lillian Anglada  

12 Elena Ruiz 

17 Dode Shepherd 

 

 

17 Priscilla Mechana 

17 Peggy Goederer 

19 Fran Frazier 

20 Karen O'Brien 

20 Lillian Wall 

23 Magda Durante 

27 Nicole Westrick 

28 Ieva Zadina 

28 Monica Maher 

30 Diana Hayes 

30 Sharon Thomson 

 

 

JUNE 

1 Marian Schwab 

3 Carol White 

5 Brigitte Cicero 

6 Ana Flora Anderson 

8 Carol McDonnell 

11 Claudia Gras 

12 Judith Blackburn 

21 Pat Bradley 

24 Theresa Czerwinski 

29 Marie Russell 
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Member Giving: January 1 to April 30, 2015 

 # Members # Donors % Donors # Gifts Totals 

Active 174 83 48% 289 $33,815.00 
Emerita 71 16 23% 50 $14,970.00 

Grand Totals 245 99 40% 241 $48,785.00  

 

Cornwall  $5,435.00 
Grailville  $6,625.00 
National  $27,605.00 
Special Projects  $9,120.00 
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Cynthia Cheyne 
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Barbara Coleman 
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Marguerite Coyle 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Tiffany Curtis 
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Maria de Groot 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Kate Devlin 
Patricia Dillon 
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Mary Farrell 
Eva Fleischner 
Frances Frazier 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Marian April Goering 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Diana Hayes 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Martha Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Miriam Hill 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Anne Hurley 
Sonia Jacquez 
Lucy Jones 

Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Mary Emma Kuhn 
Maureen Laflin 
Debra Lambo 
Judith Brown Leigh 
Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Anne Mercier 
Jacqueline Murray 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Rita Ponessa 
Maria-Emilia Pounce-Thomas 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 

Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Carol Siemering 
Deborah Silvestri 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Brigitte Stark-Merklein 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Rose Taul 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Barbara Troxell 
Natasha Velasquez 
Barbara Waldron 
Lillian Wall 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 


