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Request For Your Help, Your Memories: 

Re-Connecting Grailville’s Past to Today 
T. Rose Holdcraft and Terrie Puckett 

Members of The Grail Collections Committee 

You might have seen news about the ‘collections inventory’ at Grailville and also 
about the newly formed Collections Committee* in the April and May issues of 
Gumbo. We had our first conference call on Tuesday, June 2. As a Grail member and 
a member of this committee, I (T. Rose) want to say how important the current 
assessment and inventory of Grailville’s physical assets is at this time.  

This is the first time ever that this kind of survey has been undertaken. While The 
Grail keeps track of financial transactions on a monthly and annual basis, there has 
not been a full recognition or accounting of the important physical holdings at any 
of our centers.  

This makes good, sound sense. The Collections Committee is working with 
Grailville staff, Grail members and volunteers to understand more completely the 
amazing creations of art as well as the furniture, equipment and the daily 
belongings at Grailville. These objects have allowed 
for the realization of Grail and Grailville programs, 
of the retreat/conference center, for the residing 
Grail members and of the operations of The Grail 
office.  

Your assistance is truly needed at this time.   

Grailville’s collections represent an important part 
of our heritage. These are the material culture and 
history of The Grail; they may be the works of art 
created during the 1950s and 1960s in the Art Barn 
or a beautiful gift of a visiting Tanzania Grail 
member in the 1980s.   
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HONORING OUR 

GRAILVILLE EXPERIENCE 
Becky Hill & Joyce Minkler 

We are exploring the idea of a communal 
gathering of folks who would find an 
honoring and grieving process about 
Grailville helpful. 

For those of us who have found the 
physical reality of Grailville to be central 
and precious in our lives (land, buildings, 
artwork, music, treasures, lifestyle, 
communal living, community 
neighborhood), the upcoming changes in 
“Grailville as we have known it” are 
particularly challenging. 

If you find this idea an important one and 
want to be included in a process to be 
developed, please contact Becky Hill at 
(513) 535-2288 or at rakhill@yahoo.com. 
We are taking the pulse to see if it is of 
interest to other members. Many thanks 
to those who have already contacted us in 
response to Becky’s May 27th listserv post. 

The inventory process is well advanced, 
and estimated to be completed by the 
end of June. We hope that a link can be 
made with a memory or story retold. 
For the history and heritage of Grailville 
and The Grail, we need to know how 
these items came to be, in order to 
make informed decisions and in regards 
to the future directions of Grailville.  

This is the time to reconnect with other 
members in recalling the stories that 
surround some of these culturally and 
ritually significant items – to under-
stand what they are, their context for 
being gifted or created at Grailville. 
YOU can help. We all need each other 
in this effort! Together we can realize 
the place that these special items had in 
particular eras of Grailville. We can re-
envision the amazing human connec-
tions and accomplishments that 
occurred, and still will occur at 
Grailville as new avenues unfold in the 
coming months. 

If you spent time at a particular phase 
of your life at Grailville or in South 
Africa or Peru and know of objects or textiles that were made, gifted or brought 
back to Grailville, you could be the connector – the connecting point to this Grail 
history. Research is needed at this time. It can be done from your home 
computer. If you have a bit of time to spare, please contact Kendall T., 
Transition and Operations Assistant at ktrotter@grailville.org or (513) 683-
2340, ext. 226; you will receive all the information that you need to retrace 
our history. 

*Collections Committee: Carol Skyrm, T. Rose Holdcraft, Lenie Schaareman, Terrie 
Puckett, Noreen Willhelm and consultant, Becky Kremer Hill. 

 

  

mailto:rakhill@yahoo.com
mailto:ktrotter@grailville.org


Gumbo 6-2015  Page 3 

The Grail in the United States 

Grailville Collection Spotlight 
This month, we are again spotlighting some of the amazing items re-discovered 
during the comprehensive inventory now nearing completion at Grailville. The next 
step is research on those collection items without background already noted. We 
are in need of information like: Where is it from? Who made it? When was it made? 
How did it come to be at Grailville? (See Page 2 for more information on how you 
can help fill in the blanks). 

Thai Temple Rubbing 
This is one of several temple rubbings at 
Grailville that originated in Thailand. The 
image was created by placing thin rice paper 
on top of the raised images of deities in Thai 
temples, leaving the impression of the image 
on the paper. Sold as souvenirs in Thailand, 
they are no longer produced due to damage 
the rubbing caused the original artwork on 
temple walls. This rubbing depicts the Hindu 
God, Vishnu.  

Cow Horn Bird Sculptures 
These beautiful bird sculptures are on 
display in the House of Joy. Our initial 
concern was that all or part of them 
may have been fashioned from 
“tortoiseshell” which actually comes 
from the carapace of the Hawksbill  
Sea Turtle. The Hawksbill Turtle has 
been on the endangered species list 
since 1970. Cursory investigation leads 
us to believe that they are made from 
cow horn which is a common 
tortoiseshell substitute. The pattern on 
the wings is streaked vs. mottled 
which is the main visual clue. A 
sculpture similar to the bird in flight 
pictured is featured on a Belizean 
website illustrating the difference 
between cow horn and tortoiseshell 
but no other information on these 
items has been found as yet. 
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Urn 
This urn is on display in the House of Joy.  For such an 
interesting and unusual piece, we know very little about it. The 
figures indicate that it is African in origin. It is hand-molded of 
metal and seems to have oxidized to a brown color. The 
figures decorate a lid which can be removed. We wonder if it was 
designed perhaps for ceremonial purposes. 
 
 
 

 

Transparency 
Kate Devlin and Terri Carter, National Leadership Team 

Dear Grail Sisters: This article is in response to an inquiry/suggestion which came recently 
regarding the ongoing work of the Council and the Grailville Future Committee (GVFC).   

Of all the keywords that have emerged over this past year, “transparency” tops the 
list, and for good reason! Nothing is more important than communication. We, as a 
movement, long ago recognized that you can’t please all the people all the 
time…but you CAN help all members be aware of what work is being done, how 
and why. 

While the Grailville Future Committee (GVFC) has been working on the process to 
identify sustainable options for the future of Grailville, they have also done their 
best to keep membership at large informed as to what they had done, what they 
were doing and what they would be doing. Nonetheless, even with our many forms 
of communication, some members feel unsure of what the committee is using for 
their operating procedures, criteria for evaluating proposals and for guidelines in 
making choices. 

But between the end of the General Assembly in June 2014 and the end of May this 
year, there have been at least 33 distinct efforts to share information on the process 
and its goals, along with numerous invitations to participate in committees, 
reviews and circle gatherings. The list below does not include Finance Reports, 
budget postings or other elements intended to provide a clearer understanding of 
what The Grail has been doing this year. These efforts have come from the GVFC, 
the NLT and Council members using the National Grail News, Gumbo, the Council 
reports and the GA report. (It is harder to count the numbers of responses to 
emails, listserv postings, telephone calls and face to face meetings). It is also hard 
to reconcile the accusations of “lack of transparency” or secrecy with these 
numbers or content. 
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Soon the GVFC will present their best work and their recommended proposals to 
the Council. PLEASE NOTE: this is where some critical work will need to take place. 
The first step is already in place – to develop the Grailville Implementation 
Committee. The members of this committee will take the ball and run – they will be 
responsible for picking up the work of the GVFC and flesh out the next steps. This 
will include a lot of communication with membership; we need a finger on the 
pulse as we move forward. This committee is in need of additional members. Do 
you feel called to participate? If so, please contact the National Office. 

Grailville Communications Since the June 4-6, 2014 General Assembly 

1. June 13, 2014 National Grail News  
 Note from the NLT describes the decision at the GA to form a Grailville 

Future Committee (GVFC) 
2. June 20, 2014 National Grail News  

 Note from the NLT outlines the schedule for sending the criteria for 
GVFC membership to members by June 27 and the plan to have a 
committee in place by July 15 

3. June 27, 2014 National Grail News  
 Announcement of the criteria for members to be on the GVFC and 

request for volunteers, with the deadline for nominations July 7 
4. July 2014 Gumbo 

 Preview of the GA report notes the call to form a Grailville Future 
Committee. "This committee will be charged with vetting proposals for 
Grailville and making recommendations to the Council. At the GA, we 
agreed that committee members would not be those who planned on 
submitting proposals, with the aim to prevent conflicts of interest. 
Objectivity and skills related to these tasks are essential. The council 
was charged with creating the committee and put together a list of 
criteria for committee membership, which has been put out to the 
movement." 

 Also in this issue of Gumbo: "As part of the GA Sunday morning wrap-
up discussion about Grailville, members showed support (by standing) 
for the following recommendations: 1) The Oratory and Cemetery are 
protected as one of our Spiritual Home Places, 2) 150 agricultural acres 
for organic food production be protected and used, 3) Easing out of the 
work of running a retreat center by June 2015, 4) Partnering should be 
explored. How these recommendations will be incorporated into the 
planning for Grailville will be an integral part of what the Grailville 
Future Committee will be working with.” 
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5. July 11, 2014 National Grail News 
 Note from the NLT repeats the call for volunteers for the GVFC because 

few volunteers stepped forward by the July 7 deadline 
6. July 18, 2014 National Grail News 

 Note from the NLT thanks members for volunteering and explains that 
a committee will be announced in the following week 

7. July 25, 2014 National Grail News  
 Membership of the GVFC is announced 

8. August 29, 2014 National Grail News  
 Grail in the United States General Assembly Report: Facing the Present, 

Fashioning the Future distributed  
9. August 2014 Gumbo 

 GVFC members introduced. The committee included a note about their 
next steps which involved working on the requirements for proposal 
submission and developing a formal Request for Proposal (RFP) 

10. September 2014 Gumbo 
 Planning for Grailville’s Future: includes tentative schedule of work 

leading up to a June 15, 2015 deadline for the committee's 
recommendations to the Council 

11. October 2014 Gumbo 
 GVFC Update: Describes Request For Proposal process 

12. October 17, 2014 National Grail News 
 GVFC Request for Proposals attached 
 Volunteers requested to help with tours of Grailville 

13. November 7, 2014 National Grail News 
 GVFC reminder of tours of Grailville for prospective proposal 

submitters 
14. November 14, 2014 National Grail News 

 GVFC reports on how the tours went and the procedures for submitting 
questions to the committee, including announcing a section on the 
website for members to connect and discuss ideas 

15. December 12, 2014 National Grail News 
 Note from Council explains 2015 budget and staff changes for the 

coming year. The largest changes are at Grailville as we phase out of the 
business of running a retreat center 

16. December 2014 Gumbo 
 Explains that the committee received more than 30 Letters of Intent 

and that the committee would honor their promise of confidentiality as 
stated in the Request for Proposals, but recommended that if 
proposers wished to share their letters with others, they could post 
them in the "Looking for Partners" section of The Grail website 
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17. January 2015 Gumbo: 
 2015 Budget, including description of Transition at Grailville 
 Changes in National Office 

18. January 9, 2015 National Grail News:  
 Posting of Transition Assistant opening and job description 

19. February 6, 2015 National Grail News:  
 GVFC Update: Includes acknowledgement of pain of loss and hope “that 

all of our work will open a Grailville future of abundance and beauty.” 
20. February 13, 2015 National Grail News:  

 Terrie Puckett describes transition process in four main steps: 
1. Inventory: detailed building‐by‐building inventory. (Staff lead with 

strong support by volunteers – great opportunity for Grail member 
involvement) 

2. Compilation: compiling the inventory information into accessible 
format (staff/volunteers)  

3. Analysis: review of compiled data combined with expert and artistic 
input utilizing criteria set out in Collections and Equipment Policy 
to make decisions regarding disposition by the Collections 
Committee, yet to be named 

4. Disposition: enacting the decisions made through the analysis –
another great opportunity for Grail member involvement… 
Ultimately, our goal is to gather and provide the best information 
possible so that respectful, mindful and practical decisions can be 
made. We hope that Grail members will take part in the process at 
every level – whether it's counting sheet sets, sharing information 
on the many artistic objects (a great opportunity to capture 
wonderful memories for the future), taking photos, researching 
online and in our archives and serving on the to‐be‐named 
Collections Committee. Watch in upcoming Friday newsletters for 
volunteer dates and how you can be a part.  

 A second article, introducing the new Transition Assistant ends this 
way: Kendall (Trotter) will join us starting March 2 … There will be 
several opportunities for Grail members to get involved throughout the 
process and we hope that many of you will take part. Please watch for 
more information in the coming weeks 

21.  February 20,2015 National Grail News 
 GVFC reports the kinds of proposals received and evaluation process 

22.  February 27, 2015 National Grail News 
 Grail Collections and Equipment Policy published 
 GVFC Q&A with Becky Hill’s questions that repeats the process from 

2/13 article:  
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 The Council has adopted a Collections and Equipment Policy, led 
by a committee of volunteers including Grail members, which 
will guide the inventory, sorting and assessment of the Grail's 
artwork, myriad treasures and more mundane furniture and 
equipment at Grailville… As Terrie pointed out in the same issue 
of the News, the process has four main steps: 

1. Inventory: taking a detailed building‐by‐building inventory 
2. Compilation: compiling the inventory information into 

accessible format 
3. Analysis: review of compiled data combined with expert 

and artistic input to make decisions regarding disposition 
4. Disposition: enacting the decisions made through the 

analysis  
 There are many ways in which Grail members can help in this 
process. If you are interested, please contact Terrie Puckett, 
tpuckett@grailville.org or by calling (513) 683‐2340, ext. 225.  

23. March 2015 Gumbo 
 GVFC Update: Describes evaluation process 

24. March 13, 2015 National Grail News 
 GVFC Update: Seeking to balance The Grail's need for money, the 

ongoing inability to properly care for our buildings and the goal to 
preserve our organic lands for agricultural use 

25. March 20, 2015 National Grail News 
 GVFC Update: Upcoming meetings with proposers 

26. March 27, 2015 National Grail News 
 Update from GVFC which is meeting this weekend at Grailville 

27. April 3, 2015 National Grail News 
 Call for Volunteers: Transition at Grailville. Lays out calendar for 

volunteer dates, plus, how else can I help? 
 Become a virtual volunteer! Research Grailville collections 
objects from home 

 Share your stories and knowledge! Have stories or memories 
about particular objects in the Grailville collection? We want to 
hear from you 

 Contribute your computer skills! As each building is completed, 
information will be entered in a series of MS Excel worksheets 
and MS Doc forms 

 Independent volunteer days: set up a date and time that works 
for your schedule! Your specific interests will be taken into 
account, but tasks will vary depending on building and staff 
availability.  

mailto:tpuckett@grailville.org
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28. April 2015 Gumbo 
 GFVC Update: Describes process, timelines and emerging issues  

29. April 10, 2015 National Grail News 
 GVFC Update: Refers to Gumbo 
 Documenting Grailville calendar and repeats request for volunteers  

30. May 8, 2015 National Grail News 
 Two invitations to join The Grail Collections Committee, with job 

description 
31. May 15, 2015, National Grail News 

 Invitations to join The Grail Collections Committee and a question-and-
answer from the GVFC about land sales and leasing  

32. May 22, 2015 National Grail News 
 NLT Note outlining process 
 Inventory: How to Take Part From Home, by Terrie Puckett 
 Continuing Discussion: Sale vs. Lease, by Mary Lu Lageman 

33. May 29, 2015 National Grail News 
 NLT Note inviting volunteers to join the Implementation Committee, 

Collections Committee and the Strategic Planning Group 

 

Spirituality Committee: Invitation 

Mónica Maher, Quito, Ecuador for The Grail Spirituality Team 

Members of the Spirituality Committee have enjoyed meeting over the past few 
months and getting to know each other via conference call as we reflect upon Grail 
spirituality past, present and future. 

We have divided into subcommittees to address three priority areas: 

 Engaging in contemplative dialogue 
 Honoring the elders  
 Sharing spiritual resources 

The Committee invites other Grail members to join a Spirituality Circle as an 
anchor of calm in the midst of busyness, a window into Grail diversity they might 
not otherwise experience, a flexible form of creating community in the midst of 
multiple demands and an effective way to strengthen The Grail mission. 

To learn more and sign up please go to: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094fadab2da46-spirituality 
Spirituality Team: Pamela Cobey, Tiffany Curtis, Mary Farrell, Fran Frazier, Diana 
Hayes, Mónica Maher, Nicky Westrick, Renee Wormack-Keels  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094fadab2da46-spirituality
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In Loving Memory: Maria Olmedo Sanchez 
November 21, 1938 - May 4, 2015 

Maria O. Sanchez, who met The Grail more than 40 years ago 

in San Jose, California, died May 4, surrounded by her family. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Dionisio G., son, 

Dionisio O. and a granddaughter. She is survived by four 

children, seven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

A funeral Mass was held May 12 and she was buried at Oak 

Hill Memorial Park in San Jose.  

 

Peg Linnehan 

Maria Sanchez, Friend, Colleague, Grail sister, compañera in the Women of the 

Americas Network. She, wife of Dionisio, mother of five children and grandmother 

of many, got to know The Grail in the early years because she and family had 

moved from Mexico to a house which bordered the back of The Grail property in 

east San Jose. Our first encounters with Maria and family were through Adult 

Education classes taught by Licha Kraemer and me. Soon, Licha had gathered a 

group of Spanish-speaking families who were interested in a Community Garden 

project on an acre of the two-acre Grail property. Seven to 10 families took it on 

and began to prepare the soil and plant. Maria and Dionisio played a big part 

because their home was so close and they were experienced growers. As the crops 

grew, they organized a time to work and harvest every Saturday. A lovely ramada 

was built near the garden where many celebrations and fiestas were held with 

home-cooked food, Mexican music and dancing. Maria was a strong supporter of all 

of the Community Gardeners' events including the weekly Bible study. 

In the 1980s, a number of local Hispanic women who had been supporters of The 

Grail in San Jose began a program of "growing into The Grail" in Spanish. At the end 

of this exploration, Maria and quite a few others made a commitment in The Grail. 

Maria was committed to our North/South exchanges in California, in Cornwall and 

finally in the big Quincentenary Gathering in 1992 in Mexico. 

Maria, may your gentle supportive spirit continue to accompany us on our Grail 

search! 
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Rosa Maria Ruiz 

As you all may know already, Maria died on May 4 at home and surrounded by her 

family. She had been bedridden for more than a year due to some back problems 

and other complications. Maria was introduced to the San Jose Grail by Licha 

Kraemer around 1974, after Licha returned from Mexico and was living in the San 

Jose Center. Maria and her family used to live on the street behind the center. At 

first she participated in a Bible study, coordinated by Licha, with other women of 

the neighborhood. Soon after that, a community garden was organized by the 

women and their families, eight in total using The Grail land. Maria and her 

husband, Dionisio, where always there working in the garden. My family was also 

part of it for seven or eight years. All of these families became very close; most of 

them had recently arrived from Mexico and it was a great way to make 

connections. Maria and my mother, Elena Ruiz, also helped to keep the grounds 

and did a lot of cooking for Grail events like fundraisers, special visitors and all 

types of fiestas. She really enjoyed being part of that community and working hard. 

She became a Grail member in the mid-1980s, when a group of eight women, 

including me, had our ceremony at The Grail center. She participated in the 

North/South exchange with the Mexican Grail women; in Women Breaking 

Boundaries in California; and was part of the 500 years continental gathering in 

Mexico City in 1992. She love to sing and, later in life, she joined a Mexican 

Folkloric Dance group for older 

women. She really enjoyed that, but 

she had to stop to take care of her 

husband Dionisio, who died several 

years ago. Her middle son, Dionisio 

Jr., died right after her husband. 

Maria is survived by her daughters 

Delia and Diana and her sons David 

and Daniel. Maria was a kind, 

patient, fun-loving woman and that 

is how I will remember her. 
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Father Jacques van Ginneken’s Vision, Part 2 
Marguerite van Gilse 

As we look around Grailville, at our archives and belongings, we continue to 
unearth beautiful pictures and descriptions of The Grail’s roots and works. Terry 
Marshall found and transcribed a handwritten copy of this essay by Marguerite 
van Gilse, the first international president of The Grail (1924-1949), written in the 
wake of Vatican II. This is the second of three parts. Part 3, to be published in July, 
explores the roots of the commitments to poverty, chastity and obedience and the 
insights and assessments of those counsels prompted by Vatican II. 

Lay 
Father van Ginneken did not found an order of nuns. He said often that there were 
in existence many orders of nuns and if this is what one wanted, then one should 
go to one of these orders. Nor did he found a secular institute. No, Father van 
Ginneken founded The Grail as a “pia unio,” the lowest, and least organized of all 
Church structures. 

From the beginning, we were always conscious that he meant us to be lay. I 
remember well in the 1930s being in Rome in regard to The Grail and I had an 
appointment with Cardinal (Giuseppe) Pizzardo. He said to me—you are not lay 
because you have a community life; you are all living in the same house; you pray 
together and go to Mass together; you eat your meals in common. You are living 
the life of a religious. I answered him—Our founder has founded us as lay, and to 
remain lay. If all those things make us religious, then we will live separately, we 
will not eat together, we will not pray together—but we will remain lay. 

From the first we knew with certainty that we were meant to be lay, even when the 
forms of religious life were all that he knew as the way toward holiness and fervor. 
He was afraid we would become worldly and without spirit and therefore he held 
on to these practices—in many ways he took over the religious structure of the 
Jesuits for this purpose. But his deepest emphasis was that we were lay. If a choice 
were put before us, we must always choose to remain lay. 

For example, he said often that we should stay away from Church structures and 
Church organizations. We should not be a lengthened arm of the clergy, or too 
dominated by the clergy. We should not get caught in the old traditional patterns—
for then we would be entangled in “a wasp’s nest.” As lay people, we should have 
an independence and initiative of our own. 

He saw a fervent laity at work in all the spheres of human life. He saw the laity at 
work also in the Church. In all these places, the lay person had his own competence 
and his own independence. Today, the understanding of the lay apostolate has 
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grown much more than in the time of Father van Ginneken. It is, I think, however, 
true to say that the time is still not ripe to define it more clearly. It is significant, 
however, that Father van Ginneken, even in the 1920s envisioned a mature laity 
with a competence and right to act on its own. 

The Spirit 
A fervent laity in the midst of the world—this is what Father van Ginneken meant 
by The Grail. He said—if you are holy, then everything will come right. And again—
if the salt is not salt, you can throw it away. All the various tasks and professions 
open to the laity were for him possibilities for members of The Grail. All possible 
professions could have a place and a meaning in the apostolate. What was essential 
for all, however, was a deep Christian spirit, a fervor, a generosity and a love. He 
saw, too, that it was important to have centers in which this life could grow and 
deepen; he was convinced that a training of several years was necessary for a 
fervent laity. 

He always spoke of the cross—Christ’s death on the cross for [mankind]; Christ’s 
great love in generosity and in the giving of self. It was this total giving, this 
greatness of heart, that he saw as the sign of the fervor and holiness needed by our 
world. He spoke often of the grain of wheat which must die in order to bring forth 
much fruit. And the close relation of unselfish love, of total giving, that he saw as 
“the one thing necessary” for a true and living lay apostolate. 

Now to achieve this spirit, he fell back too much on an asceticism of discipline, on a 
set of practices and mortifications, on a type of training, which we would not wish 
to follow now. Today, forty years later, we see that theologians are pointing out an 
asceticism that is more meaningful for the lay person. This is something which 
should be worked at; it is, I think, one of the most important things to discuss, so 
that we agree internationally. Father van Ginneken always said—grow with the 
time—and it is being true to his real vision to look always for the new answers. 

 

Eva Fleischner’s 90th birthday is July 7, 2015. Eva is in assisted living at Pilgrim 
Place in Claremont, California. She participates in the larger Pilgrim Place 
community with the help of her Grail friends. We invite you to join the celebration 
by sending cards. Her address is: 627 Leyden Lane, #2, Claremont, CA 91711. 

-Mary Gindhart 
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International Grail Community, Up Close and Personal  
Maureen Tate, International Council Representative 

In the past year, many members participated in some aspect of the Blessing the 
Space Between Us international conversation on commitment and the role of the 
nucleus in our movement. In comments from members, and in circle discussion 
summaries, a constant theme was that members feel an important dimension of 
their Grail commitment is being part of an international movement. In the coming 
months, our international community will be realized in several international 
gatherings in which members from the U.S. are participating. Much of the work of 
these forums will be to provide input to the upcoming International Council (IC) 
meeting that will take place in late August in Sydney, Australia. We look forward to 
hearing from those attending these various meetings and the work that is being 
done internationally. 

As Gumbo is going to press, Joyce Minkler and Martha Heidkamp are on their 
way to Mu lheim, Germany – Martha for the International Nucleus Team meeting 
and Joyce for the meeting of the Blessing the Space Between Us Team. The two 
teams will review the contributions from all countries in concluding this process 
and prepare input for the IC meeting.  

The International Network Mini-Forum of Global Network coordinators will be 
held July 7–10 in Utrecht, the Netherlands. In addition to Marian Schwab, who will 
be travelling throughout the summer for this and other meetings as a member of 
the International Leadership Team (ILT), we have two members who will be 
attending. Mary Lu Lageman will represent the Earth Network as the new 
international coordinator and Simonetta Romano will represent The Grail Link to 
the United Nations. Global networks are means of linking together Grail 
participants who are involved in specific areas of life or action which have been 
identified by an IGA as important for The Grail. At the Forum, participants will 
share reports on their activities, reflect on their vision and purpose, evaluate 
progress, discuss ways to connect with one another and stimulate more member 
participation, evaluate progress and develop input to the International Council. 

The European Grail will hold their regional meeting in Portugal, August 1–7. They 
have extended invitations to Karen O’Brien, of Toledo, and Thanh Xuan Nguyen, 
of New York, to attend.  

The IC meeting takes place August 29 through September 6. Attending will be 
yours truly, Maureen Tate, as your U.S. International Council representative. I am 
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awaiting further information from the ILT regarding the proposed agenda. I will 
share the agenda as soon as it is made available and would be grateful for any input 
you might have. Also going to the IC meeting from the U.S. are Mary Farrell, as 
International Finance Officer; Laura Hershberger for translation; and Terri 
Carter, who will provide backstage assistance for the meeting. 

The Parliament of World Religions will be held in the United States this year, 
October 15–19, in Salt Lake City, Utah. The ILT was interested to have a member 
from the U.S. represent The Grail in this forum, in order to save the cost of an 
international flight. We are pleased that Tiffany Curtis, co-chair of the U.S. 
Spirituality Committee, will attend and she will be relating to the International 
Spirituality Team as well.   

In late fall, Mary Kay Louchart and Sharon Joslyn will be traveling and connecting 
with Grail members in the Netherlands and Portugal before making their way to 
Uganda and Tanzania in November and December where they are participating in 
the nucleus reflection program and nucleus commitment celebrations. In 
December, Martha Heidkamp, a member of the International Nucleus Team, will 
also attend the commitment ceremonies in those countries. It is wonderful that she 
will have the company of her sister, Ann Heidkamp, who is looking forward to 
visiting local Grail members and projects. 

Not only are members traveling from the United States but this summer we are 
welcoming 20 women from around the world who will attend the Sacred Activism 
program at Cornwall, June 30 through July 18. Many U.S. Grail members will be 
supporting the local program team throughout the session as resource persons and 
assisting with transportation, food prep and other backstage tasks. Grail countries 
were invited to each send two participants and we are expecting women from 
Australia, Brazil, Mexico, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, Portugal and South 
Africa. We are especially pleased to sponsor two participants from Ecuador who 
were made aware of the program through Monica Maher. We have two U.S. 
participants as well, Allison Weiss and Lisa Petro, who have both been working and 
involved at Cornwall.  

We are grateful for those who are attending, as well as for those making the 
preparations for these gatherings. We ask your continued prayers that these 
meetings might be productive and bear fruit for the entire movement in the years 
to come. Safe travels, all! 
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HORTICULTURE 3031: Edible Sustainable Landscapes 

Mary Lu Lageman 

HORTICULTURE 3031: This is the designation for a University of Cincinnati (UC) 

course being held at Grailville under the auspices of Earth-Shares Community 

Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, which has started the season with 100 

sharers and a new assistant gardener. The course came about because last fall, 

then-president Julia Almaguer contacted Jim Hansel, Adjunct Associate Professor 

of Horticulture, and the connection grew from there. 

Recognizing “…a unique opportunity where students could experience tangible 

sustainability through organic farming practices,” Mr. Hansel outlined his desire 

for the students. “I want students to learn and experience principles of 

entrepreneurship, agricultural research and to develop a connection with the land 

and food it produces. I will be working with students where we will engage in 

hands-on farming, agricultural literature review and contribute to Earth-Shares’ 

educational outreach efforts. I want this collaboration to change the way students 

look at soil and food and our inescapable connection to both.” Karen Huseman and 

Mary Lu Lageman are also part of the teaching team. Six UC students have signed 

up and have started working and learning in the garden for six hours every week 

during the summer term. If this goes well, Mr. Hansel is hoping that this “unique 

hybrid class/hands-on opportunity” can be a model for other future courses, 

particularly in the university’s Horticulture program.   

In another development, Grailville has a student intern working with the kitchen 

garden and farmers’ market this year. Christian Wheeler is a student at Xavier 

University, majoring in Economic Sustainability in Society, with a focus on food and 

agriculture; he is enthusiastic about working with us for the summer term.   

That’s not all – there are other exciting activities happening on the farm, from high 

school students doing soil tests of the pasture land, to Boston College alumni 

working in the garden, to a possible bee pollinator study by Miami University, to a 

new batch of Joy France’s and Phil Ping’s chickens, to two new honeybee hives, to 

27 new calves being born, and more! Summer on the farm is off to a good start. 
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Grail Birthdays: June-July 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

JUNE 

1 Marian Schwab 
3 Carol White 
5 Brigitte Cicero 
6 Ana Flora Anderson 
8 Carol McDonnell 
11 Claudia Gras 
12 Judith Blackburn 
21 Pat Bradley 
24 Theresa Czerwinski 
29 Marie Russell 

JULY 

1 Marian April 
Goering 
1 Elaine Huber 
4 Renee Keels 
4 Rose Taul 
5 Gloria Duday 
7 Helen Adler 
7 Eva Fleischner 
9 Robin Sclafani 
12 Francine Wickes 

15 Constance Barrow 
16 Susan Becker 
20 Carol Skyrm 
20 Emily Snyder 
21 Carol Barton 
21 Virginia Bergfalk 
21 Beth Rosen 
22 Jan Weinkam 
 

  

Images of Celebrating May Day at Cornwall 

From Cornwall’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Cornwall-Grail-Center/148589097069?fref=ts


Gumbo 6-2015  Page 18 

The Grail in the United States 

Member Giving: January 1 to May 31, 2015 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 174 88 349 51% $41,333.00 
Emerita 71 17 57 24% $15,330.00 

Grand Totals 245 105 406 43% $56,663.00  

 

Cornwall  $5,982.50 
Grailville  $7,015.00 
National  $30,596.50 
Special Projects  $13,069.00 

Mary Helen Adler 
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Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Carol Barton 

Marcia Bedard 
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Judith Blackburn 

Teagan Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mindy Burger 

Terri Carter 
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Cynthia Cheyne 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 
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Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Tiffany Curtis 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Maria de Groot 

Kate Devlin 

Mary Gene Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Jackie DiSalvo 

Mary Farrell 
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Frances Frazier 
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Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 
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Ann Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 
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Lucy Jones 

Alexa Kane 
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Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Shirley Piazza 
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Tegan Rein 
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Marian Ronan 

Beth Rosen 

Helena Schaareman 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Stephana Tikalsky 

Sally Timmel 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Natasha Velasquez 

Barbara Waldron 

Lillian Wall 

Carol Webb 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Sharon Wood 

Patricia Young 
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