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Candidates for Grail Council 
Below are the biographies of five candidates who have agreed to stand for election to a 
three-year term on The Grail Council, the governing body of The Grail in the United 
States. The term begins January 1, 2016 and three council members will be elected. If 
you have not received your ballot by email or in hard copy, please contact Noreen 
Willhelm at noreen@grail-us.org or (513) 683-5750, ext. 242. 

Terri Carter, Loveland, OH 
It was 1997 when I first stepped onto the grounds of Grailville 
and I was immediately struck by the feeling of peace and Spirit 
which swept over me. Soon, I discovered that the 
programming being offered was what I’d been searching for 
and, as I became more involved, I learned of the amazing 
women’s movement behind Grailville’s natural and spiritual 
beauty: The Grail. In 2008, I became an explorer and in 2009, I 
made my commitment in The Grail.  

As is my nature, I immediately jumped in and got involved. 
Locally, I’ve worked as one of the organizers for the 
“Experiencing The Grail” team; hosting a program giving 

women an introduction to The Grail; I’ve worked as a Cincinnati Regional meeting 
planner; and I have served as a mentor to exploring members. Nationally, I have 
assisted The Call to Leadership team and was on the Membership Development & 
Enrichment Committee. I have served on the planning 
teams for the 2013 National Gathering, the 2013 
Leadership Think Tank and the 2014 General 
Assembly. In 2013, I began my work on The Grail 
Council and have served as National Leadership Team 
(NLT), in both 2014 and 2015.  

My business background was in marketing and 
management. I “retired” after having our daughters in 
order to be home with them. My husband of 30 years, 
Kirk, and I went on to homeschool our daughters, 
Hannah and Helen; both daughters are now enrolled 
at the University of Cincinnati. In my community, I 
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volunteer as a coordinator for our local food pantry. We serve over 600 families 
and provide much more than just food. Our support to clients includes financial 
advising, credit counseling, connections to free or discounted childcare, dental and 
medical care, back-to-school programs, school breakfasts, summer “breakfast club” 
(to serve children not getting free breakfast at school due to summer break), 
holiday meal baskets and The Giving Shoppe which allows clients to “shop” for new 
clothing and household items, free of charge. 

My work on Council has overlapped with a time when we, as The Grail, have taken 
a hard look at some difficult topics. We are midway through a process put in place 
at the 2014 General Assembly where we are identifying possible scenarios for the 
future of Grailville. This work has been consuming, exciting and difficult. I would 
like to follow through on what we have begun and see it through this upcoming 
term on Council. While much of the focus this past year has been on Grailville, I see 
larger issues that need to be addressed, such as what is our place in the world 
today, where are we being called to serve and how can we continue to transform 
the world in which we live.  

Being able to serve The Grail as a member of the Council has been exhilarating and 
humbling. The challenge I see as we go into our future is to honor our history while 
moving forward with newfound energy and commitment to continue the work of 
The Grail. It would be my honor to continue my service as a Council member. 

Judith DeFour-Howard, New York City 
I have been a member of The Grail, with direct 
connection to the Bronx community and have had 
loose affiliation with the Politics and Spirituality Group 
in Manhattan. My commitment to The Grail has been 
manifested by, among others, working with the Bronx 
Girls group in 2006-2008 and supporting annually the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) effort.  

As a Grail member, my determination is to serve the 
needs of the organization and as a result, I have 
attempted to put my time and energy wherever I am 

called. Thus, I have expanded my reach locally and regionally, attending activities 
of other circles, responding to conference calls and having membership in working 
committees and supporting the inventory/archive endeavor at Grailville. 

In an effort to give back to the general society, I have completed projects that have 
been self-generated or group-generated. For example, I have engaged in projects 
like the donation of school needs to children in shelters, launched a library in a 
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rural area in the Caribbean and have been instrumental in supporting pioneer 
cultural projects over the years; piloted a Crochet Club among high school 
students; and presented handmade products to families of neonates at a city 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.  

In addition, I have been an education, housing and immigration activist, engaging 
in public speaking at rallies, petitioning and securing education grants for a Lead 
Teacher Program, functioning science laboratories and other needed 
improvements in New York City schools that are struggling and serving the less 
endowed. I lobby politicians for support in securing the needs of immigrants, 
homeless and for innovations in public school education and raising the awareness 
of the impartiality of treatments re: charter schools vs. public schools. 

I began with The Grail Climate Circle, but have not been able to physically support 
it. Environment has also been my peeve, and while my relationship with The Grail 
Climate Action Group was short-lived because of the change of meeting time, I 
successfully ran a summer program among high school students which brought 
their awareness of fracking to the forefront. 

An accomplished, versatile, dedicated and goal-driven professional of many years, I 
enjoyed a diversified experience in teaching, training, researching and creating 
curriculum documents in the fields of sociology, psychology, counseling and 
mathematics.  

My specific skills are in teacher education, research psychology and remedial 
education in mathematics. I have taught across disciplines at both tertiary and 
secondary levels to national and international students which included junior high, 
high school, teachers, nurses, seminarians, and communications and psychology 
students.  

On February 28, I published my second book, Research Methods: A Handbook for 
Beginners. I am a mother of four, lector, Eucharistic minister, cultural adjudicator 
and educator. 

“Being a Grail member embodies being productive, feminine, humane and Godlike.” 

Mary Kay Delgado, Cincinnati 
Oh, what a complex organization The Grail is! With more than 70 years of history 
in the U.S., members spread from sea to shining sea, a multi-faceted mission, 
physical and financial assets, and ties to international groups, there is a lot to 
manage. I would like to do what I can to help with that work.  

Over the years I have been privileged to participate in a number of experiences 
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that have provided insight and skills that could be useful 
on Council. I’ve been involved with The Grail since 2000. 
First, singing with The Grail Village Choir; then 
participating on the Membership Team; attending CSW 
twice with my daughter; staying at the Bronx Center and 
Cornwall; engaging with international members at a 
formation meeting in Italy; organizing the Explorer 
binders; assisting with regional circle meetings in 
Cincinnati; and most recently working on the Grailville 
Future Committee. 

Outside of The Grail, I spent many years on the executive 
board of Family Service of Greater Cincinnati and the national board of Friends of 
the Children. I am a past president of the Southwest Ohio Association for Financial 
Professionals. I started, and lead, the Women’s Network at Huntington Bank.  

As a result of those opportunities, I’ve learned to work in a group, keep an open 
mind, listen to the wisdom of others, accept change and make difficult decisions. I 
learned that successful organizations operate within a balanced budget. I’ve 
developed a knack for organizing disparate thoughts and information into a 
coherent whole. This fall, I will begin a 10-month leadership program called WE 
Lead Cincinnati designed to “help women … achieve groundbreaking results for 
their organizations and their communities.” I can’t wait to see what information 
and ideas might be applicable to The Grail! 

This is such an interesting time in The Grail’s history. We are evaluating our assets, 
finances, and demographics and looking for ways to strengthen and grow our 
movement, with a goal of pursuing our mission and vision for another 100 years. It 
would be an honor to help lay that foundation for the future. 

Rosa Ruiz, San Jose, California 
My name is Rosa Maria Ruiz Alfaro, and, as of last 
December, I am a retired registered OB-GYN/Perinatal 
Educator-Nurse Coordinator. I am a mom to a 26-year-
old daughter, Mariana, who some of you met when she 
volunteered a couple of summers at Grailville. I'm single 
since four years ago and live with my daughter in San 
Jose, California since 1973. That same year, I met Licha 
Kraemer. She, like me, had just moved from Mexico; we 
were neighbors of The Grail Center. In 1975, I started 
getting involved with The Grail as a translator for a 
couple of Brazilian young women who came to learn 
English. As the years passed, I became part of the board 
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who polled the neighborhood, organized community meetings and developed The 
Grail land into the housing, community center and, back then, a child development 
center and now a children's library. I also participated in the international Grail 
conferences/cultural exchanges in Nicaragua/Costa Rica in 1985 and in Brazil in 
1996. I also was part of Women Breaking Boundaries early on, and on the planning 
team for the 500 Years commemoration of the colonization of the Americas, which 
took place in Mexico City. In 1987-1988, I participated and assisted with the 
Formation Program at Cornwall. Needless to say, all these experiences have shaped 
me even though, at 60, I'm still a work in progress.  

At the present time, I volunteer with PACT, People Acting in Community Together, 
a grassroots organization of churches, temples and synagogues that work for social 
justice. I'm also part of a three-year Commission at my parish trying to renew it 
through the "New Evangelization" process and I also help, part time, to take care of 
my 79-year-old mom. I love music and dancing and find renewal in nature. 

Katie Sellers, Cincinnati 
I am a young woman who has grown up in The Grail. My 
formation began early, playing as a child on hay bales at 
Grailville and eating at dinner tables with Schickel and 
Hill grandchildren. After growing up in Loveland, I 
studied Moral Theology and International Studies at 
Boston College, a Jesuit university. Much of my graduate 
work centered around The Grail – from its history as a 
lay movement, to its canonical status (or lack thereof), to 
its unique spiritual identity in America – mixing Jesuit 
and Benedictine spiritual roots. Who The Grail has been 
and who it is becoming has been a fascination for me, 
one which I was able to experience internationally as a 

Grail Explorer, in 2009, when I spent a summer in Mexico City living with 
Rosaurora Espinosa, organizing The Grail archives she housed there. Later, in 
2013, I was invited to The Grail center in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, where I had the 
privilege of serving as a secretary at the International Council meeting.  

Domestically, I have been blessed to experience The Grail first through my years 
growing up in Loveland, then as a Grail Explorer and member in Boston, who was 
welcomed at Metanoias at Cornwall, and most recently has returned home to live and 
work in Cincinnati. While living in Boston, working as an immigration paralegal, I had 
the opportunity to help plan and lead two Metanoia retreats at Cornwall. I was also 
very blessed and humbled to help transcribe a few of the narratives from the 70-100 
international meeting. Since moving back to Cincinnati the week of the General 
Assembly in 2014, I have found abiding friends in the Grailville garden group. 
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Whether freeing corn from encroaching weeds under the July sun, or praying 
together, in the very depth of winter, for blessings in the year to come, the Grailville 
garden group has reminded me this year of the tradition of work and prayer, ora et 
labora, which has formed countless Grail members before me. 

In a special way, my work this year in Cincinnati has involved envisioning the 
future of Grail work at Grailville. With many others more experienced in The Grail 
than me, I’ve been welcomed to the table to discuss the Grailville Center for Land 
and Faith and to help develop a proposal for future work there, through a 
residential leadership development program for young women. Planning together 
with other Grail women has been exceptionally formative, as it has required not 
only that I consider the future of The Grail working in the world, but that I imagine 
my place in that Grail work. Perhaps because I am so young in The Grail and the 
horizon before me is so long, I’ve found that I cannot help but imagine with joyful 
hope a resurgence of Grail life at Grailville, and I know too many young women, 
committed to social justice and spiritual search, to doubt the viability of such a 
dream. Since I joined The Grail, I have felt called to help make such a dream a 
reality, and in this liminal phase of Grail life at Grailville, we seemed poised to 
move in such a direction.  

Toward such ends, I bring my experience studying moral theology, human rights 
and international studies. Outside of The Grail, I have spent time living or studying 
in India, Rwanda, Italy, Guatemala and Ecuador. I have planned conferences for 
hundreds of students and young professionals; hosted lectures by academics and 
ambassadors; assisted researchers in theology and human rights; and developed 
and taught a freshman seminar in Jesuit spirituality at Boston College. I have 
worked in the legal, nonprofit, and technology sectors. I have worked with legal 
matters at one of the largest technology companies in the world and in marketing 
with a newly-founded tech start-up. Further, in the coming years, it is my intention 
to pursue a Ph.D. in Organizational Behavior, with a concentration on gender in 
organizations, so that I might be equipped to be a researcher and professor, 
helping organizations to function better and more equitably.  

For as long as I can remember, The Grail has filled and formed my life and I 
imagine in the years ahead giving much more of my life and energy to The Grail. I 
felt called to such service when I made my commitment at age 23 and I am even 
surer of that call now. I know I do not have the years of experience that my Grail 
sisters have, but what experience I have acquired in my 28 years, and what 
experience I may come to have, I wish to offer in energetic, active service of The 
Grail mission. Should I be elected, it would be my privilege to continue working 
and praying for the future of The Grail in the U.S. as a servant-leader on Council.  
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Pope Francis’ Encyclical on the Environment: 

Laudato Si’ Ideas and Criticisms 
Marian Ronan 

The other day, I was reading some materials on how to 
discuss Laudato Si’ with the media. They basically said if 
the reporter asks a critical question about the 
encyclical, the person being interviewed should 
disagree as briefly as possible and then get back on 
message. So: 

Interviewer: But doesn’t the Catholic Church’s 
position on population doom the planet? 

Interviewee: No. What the Pope is saying is… 

The only problem with this approach is that if I didn’t engage criticisms (and make 
them!), that is to say, if I stayed exclusively on some positive message, I would have 
very little to say. As my father, Joe Ronan, used to put it, I have quite a mouth on me. 

So I’d like to discuss some of the things the critics of “On the Care of Our Common 
Home” are saying. That is to say, I’d like to rebut them. But so as not to fail the 
“positive messaging” exam altogether, let me summarize what Papa Francesco said 
to the world on June 18: 

1. The Earth, our common home, is in increasingly terrible shape (it’s becoming 
“a pile of filth”) thanks primarily to human activity. 

2. The Catholic faith, based in the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the lives of 
the saints, and the writing of previous popes, is basically a “Gospel of 
Creation,” calling us to protect and defend that creation. 

3. The people most harmed by environmental destruction and climate change 
are the poor. 

4. The “technological paradigm,” that is, the worship of unbridled growth, the 
free market, and profits as an end in themselves, is the primary cause of the 
destruction of our “common home.” 

5. The solution to this crisis is “integral ecology,” that is, the profound 
interconnection between God, all human beings, and the rest of God’s 
creation. 

6. Spirituality and religious education must be based in this “integral ecology.” 
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More “On Care for Our 

Common Home” 
 Washington Post: What 

You Need to Know About 
Pope Francis’ 
Environmental Encyclical 

 James Martin, SJ: Top 10 
Things You Need to Know 
about Pope Francis' 
Laudato Si' 

Now, on to those criticisms! 

The part of the encyclical that has gotten the most 
negative feedback is the assertion that cap-and-
trade is not the solution to the environmental 
crisis. New York Times columnists Ross Douthat 
and David Brooks both denounced this position 
soon after the encyclical appeared. Others 
followed. 

Let me make several points here. First, the 
rejection of cap-and-trade as a solution is utterly 
consistent with the Pope’s argument throughout 
the encyclical that market solutions have had lots of time to remedy the problem 
and have failed. The current over-consumptive economy simply is not working, and 
the destruction of the earth is the result. 

Also, a wide range of experts and organizations argue convincingly that cap-and-
trade just doesn’t work. It’s a system rife with fraud, corruption and dishonest 
calculations. At bottom, it allows the fossil fuel industry to buy exemptions from 
regional, national, and international emissions limits without in any way changing 
its CO2 output.  

Finally, throughout the encyclical Papa Francesco stresses the essential role of 
indigenous cultures and voices in the cultural revolution needed to solve the 
climate crisis. But indigenous peoples are some of those most harmed by cap-and-
trade. What is happening, as the galvanizing YouTube video “A Darker Shade of 
Green” makes clear, is that governments in the Global South–Mexico and Brazil in 
particular–sell carbon “offsets” to carbon emitting companies in the North. The 
governments get money and the companies get to continue their emissions 
because rainforests and other woodlands in the Global South are “offsetting” those 
emissions. Then those governments drive the indigenous peoples out of those 
rainforests and woodlands, cut down the trees, and replant them with palm oil or 
pine forests so they can make even more money. These are the same indigenous 
peoples whose impending extinction the Pope laments. Is it any wonder he opposes 
cap-and-trade? 

Another criticism of the encyclical involves its claim that population is not the 
cause of the climate crisis. In an article in the National Catholic Reporter the week 
after Laudato Si’ appeared, the gifted columnist Jamie Manson argues that 
overpopulation is one of the “woefully underdeveloped” aspects of the encyclical 
and calls for Pope Francis to lift the ban on contraceptives. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/06/18/what-you-need-to-know-about-pope-franciss-environmental-encyclical/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/06/18/what-you-need-to-know-about-pope-franciss-environmental-encyclical/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/06/18/what-you-need-to-know-about-pope-franciss-environmental-encyclical/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/06/18/what-you-need-to-know-about-pope-franciss-environmental-encyclical/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_lqFTYLc_4&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_lqFTYLc_4&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_lqFTYLc_4&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_lqFTYLc_4&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPFPUhsWMaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPFPUhsWMaQ
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As much as I share Manson’s desire that the Catholic Church should stop banning 
contraceptives, in other respects, I tend to agree with Pope Francis: the countries 
whose populations have leveled off or are declining, the countries in the North and 
West, give off vastly more greenhouse gases per capita than countries with growing 
populations. Per capita, U.S. residents give off four times as much greenhouse gas 
as the Chinese do, even if collectively, the Chinese give off more. The historic 
climate destruction debt is ours. It’s not population that’s the primary problem: it’s 
consumption, sloth and greed. 

But even if he were inclined to do so, for Francis to change the church’s position on 
issues like abortion or contraception would provoke an ecclesial civil war that 
would massively distract attention from what concerns him most: “the cry of the 
earth, the cry of the poor.” Instead, Laudato Si’, makes a more subtle change. Even as 
Pope Francis occasionally mentions the harms of abortion and lack of respect for 
life, he unambiguously links those harms with social and environmental sins. For 
the first time in at least four decades, the leader of the largest organized religion on 
earth is saying that social issues are as important as sex/gender issues. 

Finally, if the changes in belief and action called for in Laudato Si’ were to happen, 
the situation of women would inevitably improve. After all, the anthropocentrism 
that he rejects identifies women (and people of color) with the earth, even as it 
identifies males with the transcendent, implicitly male, God. And women and their 
children are at least 70 percent of the poor that the Pope tells us are most harmed 
by environmental destruction. Pope Francis may not be about to authorize 
contraceptives any time soon, but he’s doing more for women in this encyclical 
than even he may realize. 

Marian Ronan blogs at http:/marianronan.wordpress.com. 

 

Huh? Where The Heck Was/Is That?! 
Carol Siemering 

So here’s the scoop…The Grail in the U.S. sends out enormous amounts of 
information all the time. We also store enormous amounts of information, but folks 
sometimes have a hard time finding it. But here is the good news! I will help you 
find it. Yes, indeed, you can call me at (617) 244-4517 or email me at 
carol_siemering@yahoo.com and I will take you through whatever it takes to find 
what you are looking for. I see this as one of my roles as being a part of the 
Membership Enrichment and Development Team and am happy to do it. 

mailto:carol_siemering@yahoo.com
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Carol Siemering – communicating! 

But first, let me remind you of some of the most 
important communications. Weekly, the national office 
sends out the National Grail News…(both electronically 
and by mail). That’s where there will be the most current 
news from the national office; for example, last week’s 
(July 31) issue includes an update on The Grail’s current 
financial situation; notes from the National Leadership 
Team (NLT); attachments to things like Gumbo and 
Crossroads or any current thing The Grail is requesting a 
response on; requests for prayers; member updates and 
the National Calendar/What’s Coming Up Where. Many 

things will be repeated in the News for several weeks in case you miss a week. It’s 
one woman’s opinion (mine) that this is the most important communication we 
have because it gives access to the news as well as links to other communications. 
Monthly, we send out Gumbo where you will find articles about current issues, 
reflections, introductions of new members, memorials for those who have passed 
away and book reviews and even The Grail birthdays for that month! 

And for folks who have access to the internet, there is our fabulous website! Truly 
everything can be accessed on our Member pages. You must enter a password to 
get in, but then you can choose to have your computer remember the password so 
you don’t have to enter it each time. Here is the link: http://www.grail-
us.org/member-dashboard/ (If you don’t know your password, call the national 
office and they will let you know what it is). It’s all there—even all the issues of the 
National Grail News you might have missed! Also, all the Gumbos, National Meeting 
and General Assembly reports; our policies and bylaws; International information; 
Council Reports; Exploring Membership and the fabulous mentoring guide and on 
and on. Seriously, it’s a treasure trove. 

Our website was updated to have a “dashboard” format which means there are 
buttons you can click on: let’s say you choose Gumbo, and then the list of previous 
Gumbos will come up, with the content for each one, then you can click on the issue 
you want and read it. Many of you are very computer savvy but did I hear some of 
you say “That’s too complicated, I’m not good with these things?” Then it’s time to 
call me, because I will walk you through it and you will see that it really isn’t so 
hard after all.  

We all get overwhelmed with the amount of information we receive from so many 
sources, including The Grail. Sometimes folks sending out communications get 
frustrated because folks don’t seem to be reading; sometimes I wonder if folks are 
reading Crossroads, the international “magazine” which I edit, that comes out twice 
a year and is a treasure of international articles. But, you know what? I know 

http://www.grail-us.org/member-dashboard/
http://www.grail-us.org/member-dashboard/
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there’s so much people have to keep up on, I really understand…really. It is actually 
not crucial that you read it but it would enhance your connection with the 
international. I do want to say that for truly crucial communication, the best way to 
keep up is just try to stay on top of the News which comes out on Fridays. Try to 
read it top to bottom, including what’s happening where. Try to click on the links 
and attachments. And if you miss one, go to The Grail webpage and look it up. I 
know it is a lot, but it honestly is worth it.  

And one more time, because if there is one thing we have learned about 
communication, it’s that repeating things doesn’t hurt—call me or email me. I am 
here to help you! 

Carol Siemering, who lives in Newton, MA, near Boston, can be reached at 
(617) 244-4517 or carol_siemering@yahoo.com 

 

International Network Mini-Forum 
Mary Lu Lageman 

In early July, I had the privilege of attending the international network mini-forum 

in The Netherlands with other international coordinators and the International 

Leadership Team (ILT). We met at The Grail Center in Utrecht over a four-day 

period to exchange information on our networks and to look 

at directions for the future.  

Being the new coordinator of the Earth Network, I wanted to 

see how networks operate, how we can work together, and 

what we can do as a network focused on the critical needs of 

the planet, especially climate change. Sometimes known as 

the Earth, Ecology, Biodiversity, Climate Change Network, it 

has been very ably coordinated for many years by Marilyn 

Aitken and Sibongile Mtungwa. After a quiet time, we are 

again looking at how we can network internationally around 

this important mission work. 

“Global Networks are means of linking together Grail participants 
who are involved in specific areas of life or action which have been 
identified by an IGA as important for The Grail.”  

-International Grail website 

Regina Bashasha, observer 
from Uganda, listens intently 

mailto:carol_siemering@yahoo.com
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Other networks at the mini-forum were the following: 

 Trade and Justice (formerly Global Justice), represented by Mary Boyd, of 

Canada, with a focus on human rights; it is concentrating on trade issues 

related to social justice and puts out a newsletter that is available in the U.S. 

through the National Grail News. 

 The Human Trafficking Network, represented by Elly Koenig, of The 

Netherlands, is a subgroup of Trade and Justice and works closely with 

International Movement for Fraternel Union among Races and Peoples 

(UFER), an organization related to the United Nations that The Grail helped 

to found. 

 The Spirituality Network has a new international coordinator in the person 

of Patricia Gemmell from Australia. This is the network that brought us the 

Txintxa papers. 

 Grail Link to the United Nations (GLUN), which has been operating for a long 

time, connecting The Grail with the UN work related to women’s and 

indigenous rights, social and economic justice, and environmental 

sustainability, and has organized the International Summer Program on 

Sacred Activism held in Cornwall this past July, was represented by 

Simonetta Romano. 

The mini-forum was a good sharing of information, but more than that, it facilitated 

a depth of understanding of some of the issues faced not just by the networks, but 

by Grail women in the various countries and organizations. Moreover, we explored 

how the networks are connected to each other, and can collaborate; though we 

each have our own work to do, there are many touching points. For example, 

though food justice is very much a justice issue, how food is grown has a large 

impact on the planet. At the same time, the sacredness of the Earth bids respect for 

this piece of creation on which we all live. We talked a lot in those four days about 

our commonalities and our differences, about how best to communicate, and how 

we might create some work beyond simply talking, as important as it is to talk and 

share about the work we are doing. At the end of our meeting, each network 

representative prepared a report for the upcoming International Council (IC) 

meeting in Australia, during which the work of the networks is going to be 

presented and assessed. 
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Simonetta Romano, U.S.A., and Mieneke Hage, The Netherlands, at tea, in a light moment 

You can find out more about the networks at the international Grail website, 

www.thegrail.org. And stay tuned, there is more to come!  

We did get some time off during the weekend. One day Simonetta and I explored 

Amsterdam, traveling the canals by boat and finding out some of the history of this 

amazing city. We visited the Beginhof, a place occupied for almost 800 years by a 

community of Catholic lay women who shared a spiritual life and did service work 

in the community, mostly caring for the sick. We had another day visiting The 

Hague, where Mieneke Hage toured us around town including a brief visit to the 

North Sea. 

Meanwhile, back at the Earth Network there is work to do. There is a United 

Nations conference in Paris in November on climate change and, even though it is 

too late to register for it, it is not too late to participate in side events, if there are 

any folks who want to go. The Earth Network is helping to facilitate distribution of 

copies of Elizabeth Johnson’s Creation Spirituality CD to representatives at the IC 

meeting in September. We want to gather our international community of people 

who want to be connected around issues and concerns about the environment, 

biodiversity and climate change. If you are interested in helping to shape the work 

of this network, please contact me at mlageman@grailville.org 

The hospitality of the Dutch Grail people was wonderful and we were well cared 

for. Much thanks is due to the women who looked after us, fed us, and shared their 

space and lives with us – that was very special! 

  

http://www.thegrail.org/
mailto:mlageman@grailville.org
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Sacred Activism: International Formation at Cornwall 
Lucy Jones 

Twenty young women from nine countries spent three weeks at the Cornwall Grail 
Center in July in an intense residential program formed around the core principles 
of the Beijing +20 Post-2015 platform of the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW). 

Building on the annual work 
of The Grail at the UN, 
through The Grail Link to the 
United Nations Network 
(GLUNN), and with the 
support of the International 
Grail, The Grail in the U.S. 
and many Grail members 
and friends, an excellent 
program of education, 
community formation and 
meaningful rituals was 
created. The participants 

Sacred Activism participants gathered July 2 in Newburgh, New York, in a park overlooking the Hudson River 

Participants led daily morning meditations, bringing the cultural and 
spiritual gifts from their own communities 
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Visiting the United Nations on July 15 inspired the group to imagine taking at 
seat for themselves in global decision-making. 

were actively engaged in 
the sacred work of 
bringing their whole 
selves to the issues that 
confront women and all of 
society and the earth in 
the global community 
today and in the years to 
come. Many Grail women 
and friends of The Grail 
shared their wisdom and 
experience, engaging the 
young women who also 
had much wisdom and 
experience to share with 
all present.  

Participants who are able 
will return for the (CSW) in in March, much better prepared for the hectic pace, 
networking and intensity of information available during those two weeks. They 
are better prepared now for advocacy within their own communities and countries 
as well, and connected to other Grail-related young women in other countries 
through relationships developed in the Sacred Activism summer program. 

 

Eva Fleischner Celebrated her 90th in Style! 

Nancy Cooney 

For those who know Eva 
Fleischner, it is not surprising that 
one of her Claremont friends, Janice 
Hoffman, wanted to host Eva’s party. 
Her life as a Holocaust scholar, 
college teacher, nationwide lecturer, 
member of a papal committee and 
lunch partner with the Dalai Lama, 
had made Eva a celebrity. These 
things mattered little to Eva. She 
was grateful to have friends and 
Janice was one of them. Janice, her 
husband, Larry, and Eva’s brother, Eva Fleischner with Audrey Schomer. Photo by Vivian Corres 
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Eva, encircled by her brother, Hans; nephew, Christopher; sister-in-law, Leslie; 
Christopher and Dawn’s son, Andrew; and Christopher's wife, Dawn. Photo by Vivian Corres 

Hans, and his family 
collaborated on a late 
afternoon gathering, 
July 11th at the 
Hoffmans’ 
mountainside home in 
Claremont. This was 
five miles uphill from 
Pilgrim Place, the 
retirement community 
where Eva lives along 
with 15 Grail sisters 
and 300 other 
residents.  

Janice is a warm, 
bubbly person with a 
doctorate in music, a 
wonderful, trained 
voice, a talent for jewelry-making, an eye for art and success in helping people’s 
money grow. She shared all these gifts at the party. Mary Gindhart and I were 
supportive as we watched the California hostess outline plans. We knew the 30, 
mostly over-70-year-old guests and Janice suggested safety measures. Grail 
husbands were posted at crucial spots to catch unsuspecting guests who might trip 
over Janice’s little Maltese dog, step into the air above the sunken living room, or 
gesture expansively and spill their glass of red wine on the white carpet.  

Each of those minor disasters happened but no one was hurt and many guests had 
solutions for red wine removal! The program continued with delicious canapés, 
elegantly served; Janice’s live presentation of carefully chosen show tunes; a 
tribute from Hans, who highlighted Eva’s life and summed up his conviction that 
she had lived well and made a difference. Others, including Eva’s nephew, 
Christopher, and his family shared their memories and words of congratulations. 
Eva smiled and seemed to enjoy the whole event. This was most important to the 
guests because Eva has serious memory loss, great fatigue and difficulty getting 
around. She has become, she says with surprise, “an old lady.”  

The cake was the high point and the final social hurdle (from the planners’ 
perspective). Eva maintained for a long time that she was 88. Would our insistence 
that we were celebrating 90 years upset her when the big 9-0 appeared on the 
cake? No. Too much was happening and too much love was in that cake. It was 
clear as people left that everyone had a lovely time.  
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As my husband, Chuck, and I drove Eva home, she was quite content. She smiled 
and said, “I never imagined that I would be 99!” Gulp. Looks like the committee 
needs to gear up for another big party next year! Or come up with a good excuse to 
hold off. Any ideas? 

 

Grailville Collection Spotlight 
Kendall Trotter, Transition and Operations Assistant 

Thank you to everyone who has looked at the Collection Spotlights and sent in 
information. Through your help, we’ve documented the carved tusk from Uganda 
and identified the artists who created several items. The research process can be 
frustrating to our virtual volunteers when they go in “cold” (without any 
information). Being able to point them in a direction allows them to find more 
information and come away successful. 

This month we are spotlighting two sets: china and paintings. Both are beautiful, 
and both are surrounded with gaping holes in their stories. Your help—as 
always—will be greatly appreciated. In addition, if you can help fill in the blanks 
via online research of other items from the comfort of your home, have stories 
about the items in the spotlight to share, or would like to take part onsite, please 
contact Kendall Trotter, Transition and Operations Assistant, at 513-683-2340 ext. 
226 or via email at ktrotter@grailville.org. 

Showa Dishes 
This stoneware dish set was handcrafted in 
Showa, Japan. The set features a textured ring 
pattern on the inner and outer surfaces. Through 
research, we have discovered that it was likely 
produced in the 1970s. We would love to gain 
more information about when the set came to 
Grailville. This is one of three sets of china in the 
House of Joy. Other sets include an Amber Glo set 
by Stangl Pottery and a set in the Country 
pattern by M.A. Hadley, based out of Louisville, 
Kentucky.  

  

mailto:ktrotter@grailville.org
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Peruvian-Inspired Paintings 
This painting of figures 
riding llamas through a 
mountainous path is one 
of many with similar 
subject matter found in 
the Tidings attic, signed 
with the name “Maven.” 
The Maven paintings 
are all framed in similar 
decorative wood 
panels and are visually 
similar to works also at 
Grailville by artist J. 
Vera. Through 
research, we have 
discovered that J. Vera is a Peruvian artist 
who worked in the mid-20th century. We have been unable to discover 
information about the artist Maven, and would love to know more about these 
paintings and how they came to be in Grailville’s collection. 

 

 

Grail Birthdays: August-September 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

AUGUST 
1 Harlene Bryenton 
2 Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
2 Kathleen Fisher 
7 Bobby Trombly 
8 Emilia Normandin 
10 Audrey Schomer 
11 Jacqueline Murray 
13 Mary Lou Ziga 
14 Elizabeth McGivney 
15 Marie Sutter-Sinden 
15 Alice Dougan 
15 Mary Gene Devlin 
16 Shirley Piazza 
16 Angelica Contreras 
16 Barbara Waldron 
16 Deirdre Cornell 

18 Kathleen Sellers 
19 Sally Timmel 
20 Doris Falgner 
20 Mary Lu Lageman 
28 Terri Guest 
23 Mary Lou Armas 
19 Tegan Rein 
25 Rose Morin 
26 Trina Paulus 
27 Catherine Devlin 
27 Natasha Velasquez 
31 Barbara Troxell 

SEPTEMBER 
6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Emily Thomas 

8 Virginia Deters 
9 Fran McLaughlin 
9 Becky Hill 
9 Carolyn Vadala 
9 Linda Suter 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 
23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 
26 Pam Cobey 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
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Member Giving: January 1 to July 31, 2015 
 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 174 97 472 56% $68,146.00 
Emerita 71 24 90 34% $24,142.42 

Grand Totals 245 121 562 49% $92,288.42 

 

Cornwall  $10,670.00 
Grailville  $9,785.00 
National  $49,154.00 
Special Projects  $22,679.42 
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