
C.  Grailville Implementation Committee Recommendation and Rationale 
for 

May 20, 2016 Ballot 
 

In our first ballot last November, significant progress was made toward a plan for the 

future at Grailville.  We voted to: 

 Keep approximately 85 acres on the north side (that is, the Oratory side) of 

O’Bannonville Road as well as Pneuma, including the approximately 2 acres 

surrounding it, on the south side (the “Hub” side) for Grail use 

 To sell approximately 73 acres to the Clermont County Parks to establish a Grailville 

Preserve which will be open to the public and maintained by Clermont County 

Parks.  This sale is made possible through a grant in the amount of a $1,875,000 

from the Clean Ohio Fund 

 To sell “The Hub” to Bloomfield/Schon for future use by First Step Home, a 

residential addiction recovery program serving women and their children, ages 0-12 

 To sell a small parcel of land adjacent to the planned Grailville Preserve to the 

Paumier Family, which owns the property on O’Bannonville Road immediately to 

the east of Grail property 

We are now ready for the second ballot which will deal with the sale of property on South 

(“Hub”) Side of  O’Bannonville Road.  We recommend that we sell the remaining Grail 

property on the south side of O’Bannonville Road (with the exception of Pneuma) to 

Bloomfield/Schon and Finn Meadows Farm. 

 Bloomfield/Schon proposes to build a “cradle to grave” community that includes 

three nonprofit residential communities that address significant issues in today’s 

society as well as some private homes. (See map and photos in document section) 

 

 Finn Meadows Farm, operated by Marc and Claire Luff, proposes to establish a 

sustainable farm using permaculture and organic farming methods. They propose to 

operate a farm store and CSA from St. Brigid’s, and to partner with Cincinnati 

Permaculture to offer educational programs, teaching apprentices how to be 

profitable, permaculture farmers in vegetable and livestock production. (See 

Condensed Executive Summary in document section). 

 St. Columban would like to by the approximately six acres in the southwest corner 

of Grailville, that they have been using rent-free since 1980. 

We are convinced that Bloomfield/Schon and Finn Meadows offer us an opportunity for the 

Grail to work with two highly respected organizations to develop a strong viable presence 
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on the south side of O’Bannonville Road.  Bloomfield/Schon and Finn Meadows discussed 

their plans with each other at the time of the Grailville Future Committee (GVFC) report 

and recommendation, and have also spoken recently with members of GVIC to discuss 

ways in which their work could be mutually beneficial.  We have not only carefully vetted 

the details of their proposals, but we have learned about their work from people in the 

Greater Cincinnati area; both are highly respected.  Attached to the Finn Meadows 

summary are letters of recommendation; we encourage you to read them.  In addition, 

Bloomfield/Schon is well known and highly respected in community development in 

Cincinnati, so members of the committee have had an opportunity to test our impressions 

against those who have worked closely with them in this area. 

These recommendations are based on two major considerations: 

1. Grail Resources: By “resources,” we refer to both financial and human resources.  For 

many years, we have been able to operate a large and vibrant program drawing on 

funds donated by members and friends, and bequests left by many of them, and the 

human resources of many women who dedicated their lives to Grail work.  In recent 

years, both our membership and the financial donations that we receive have shrunk.  

Many of our remaining membership is aging (average age: 71.7) and unable to “carry” 

the program the way they did for so many years; our younger members are involved 

with professional and family commitments that require much of their time. 

 

At the same time, Grailville itself is aging and the cost of maintaining the property, 

both buildings and land, has increased, resulting in very high deficit spending (see 

financial projection in document section).  Despite our best efforts, the Retreat 

Center was not able to become financially self-sufficient, much less provide a 

surplus to support Grail programs beyond the Retreat Center, and other program 

initiatives have not materialized.  The income from leases of agricultural land and 

buildings and equipment to current leaseholders totals about $12,600/year.  (See 

leases in document section). 

 

In our view, the current situation with regard to maintenance of property and staff 

to manage it is unsustainable in both the medium and long term.  We have neither 

the personnel, nor the financial resources to do so.  (See financial projections in 

document section) 

 

2. Mission:  As Grail, we have asked over the years, “Who are we serving?”  The March 

18, 2016 National Grail News documented our responses to that question in the 

article entitled Grail Service through the Decades.  Now it is our time to ask ourselves 

that same question.  The GVIC does not have an answer to the question, but we do 

believe that focusing so much energy and money on maintaining property is 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/590b1283101/d7aee058-d582-4406-9b64-4a10e342773c.pdf
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preventing us from looking at a larger view of what we could be doing with 

resources that would be generated by selling some property and, perhaps, 

designating a portion of the funds from the sale that will be allocated to the General 

Portfolio to a “Program Initiative Fund” that provides funds for programs developed 

in regions.  Some possible examples: 

a. Programs developed by the Grail at Grailville and the Cincinnati region 

b. Work at the UN in relation to women and girls rights and Sacred Activism 

c. Support more fully the Grail school in Tanzania and develop opportunities 

for exchange 

d. Efforts to address issues related to immigrants and human trafficking 

e. Other exchange programs with the Training for Transformation program 

based near Cape Town, South Africa 

f. Disrupt Aging is a new book that has spawned a movement (including a video 

and tours).  We have all sorts of experience in the Grail. Would it be easier to 

mobilize that experience into energy to create something else if we were not 

focusing so much of our energy and money into maintaining property? 

Who are we serving?   

We make these recommendations recognizing that different perspectives about the best 

way forward for Grailville remain, but we are convinced, with equal clarity, that the 

decisions we make this month through our responses to the ballot questions will shape 

our capacity for living out our mission in the broader world in the future.   


