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C.  Recommendations and Rationale 

A Summary 

With the last vote by members, the Grail retained ownership of approximately 85 acres of land, 
including the Oratory, cemetery, the Ark and Tidings on the north side of O’Bannonville Road, and 
Pneuma  on the south side and agreed to sell approximately 74 acres of land to  Clermont County 
Parks  for development into The Grailville Preserve, to be maintained in perpetuity for public use as 
a park. 

Members also voted to sell the Hub buildings to Bloomfield/Schon to be rehabilitated for use by 
First Step Home. The decision about whether or not to sell the remaining land on the south (Hub) 
side of O’Bannonville will be determined with this vote.  

 Finn Meadows Farm has proposed to buy  farm land on the south side for permaculture and 
organically farmed gardens, raising animals (pigs, chickens, turkeys, and cattle) with 
methods that are ecologically sustainable and healthy. 

 If the land is sold to Finn Meadows Farm, it will be maintained as agricultural land in 
perpetuity either by an agricultural easement or deed restrictions.  This means that price 
the Grail will receive for the land will be determined by the assessed agricultural value 
rather than the highest and best market value. 

 The Luffs have had numerous conversations with the Hills to discuss ways to work together 
and conversations with Earth-Shares CSA about possibilities for collaboration that can 
benefit all parties and they remain open to discussions with both. 

 Bloomfield/Schon has proposed to purchase approximately 35 acres on the south side to 
develop a ‘cradle to grave’ residential community that includes First Step Home (see above), 
an addiction recovery program for women; retirement homes; Alzheimer’s care homes; and 
12 to 15 private homes.  Bloomfield/Schon’s mission is to develop responsibly and to 
introduce innovative architecture. 

 There would be 2-3 Alzheimer’s buildings -- individual, single story homes with 6 
bedrooms for patients surrounding a common living space.   

 The retirement cottages would consist of about 30-40 single units within 
approximately 15 two-family cottages or 8-10 four-family cottages.  

 They propose building twelve to fifteen (12-15) homes on lots ranging from 1-4 
acres.  Homes would be 2,000 to 2,500 square feet in size.  They would be 
sustainably designed and incorporate alternative energy systems including solar 
and geothermal if possible. 

 All sales will be negotiated with regard to ecological impact and to bring the Grail the best 
market price for the use intended. 

 When the Council sent out a survey to membership regarding the future of Grailville, there 
were very few Grail members who indicated a willingness to offer their services on a 
consistent and ongoing basis to staff programs and maintain land at Grailville.  Information 
on this can be found under the heading, “The Grail’s Current Financial Situation” in response 
to the question, “How much money does the Grail need?”  

 Our recommendations are based on both financial concerns and mission concern: 
 Between 2003 and 2015, the Grail deficits totaled $2,000,000 
 The Grailville Future Committee and the Implementation Committee do not 

recommend leasing land as it continues to put the Grail in a position of having to  
maintain the property and dealing with issues of taxes, liability and paying staff to 
oversee these functions 

 Funds received from sales of property can be used to fund Grail programs both at 
Grailville and around the country 
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