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An ecological farm with a mission 
& partnership between Marc and Claire Luff 

MISSION: To heal and improve the land through soil building while growing maximum 
yields of food in a profitable and sustainable way. To create a model for other small farms 
that can help preserve farmland, create community, and contribute to sustainable living 
systems. 

Section 1: Proposal Summary 

Offer to purchase 
We, Marc and Claire Luff of Finn Meadows Farm will purchase roughly 100-130 

acres of open ground south of O’Bannonville Road, which includes 5-10 acres of woods. 
Some woods are important for a sustainable supply of wood chips, maple syrup, and for pig 
forest pasture. We would also be open to obtaining an easement to manage woodlands 
sustainably for these purposes as opposed to purchasing the woodland from the Grail. We 
also offer to purchase Benedicite, St. Brigid’s, the Milk & Honey House, and the two barns.  
The price for these buildings would be subject to appraisal and study of their condition.  
We’d also like to set aside two lots for farmers’ homes. 

How Our Proposal Aligns with the Grail  
The alternative system of production that we have formulated in the last 8 years 

promotes peace by using local grass and woodland-based solar energy mixed with labor to 
build soil and community health. By using the land’s natural renewable energy, we are 
helping to shift from an import-based, extractive economy to an interconnected local 
economy. By adding more organic matter to the soil, we not only enable our soils to store 
more water, but we also prevent surface run-off and erosion. We believe that our system 
preserves topsoil for future generations.   

We believe that farms can be community hubs. Our work-for-food program, classes 
and tours, volunteer program, and our CSA all offer education and help create community. 
Expanding our farming acreage will enable employees, interns, and partners to make the 
farm no longer fully dependent on our own daily health and presence. When a farm relies 
on only one family, it is more susceptible to dissolving from overwork and from injury. We 
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have discovered profitable, farm-scale permaculture, and we are in the process of seeking 
partners and employees to build a business model that will work for all. This move towards 
a larger vision for our farm will make our system more resilient and vibrant, we hope, for 
centuries to come. 

We are committed to weaving our farming methods and vision into the community 
already present around Grailville, while remaining open to the additions The Grail is 
envisioning for the rest of the land at Grailville. 

Timeline for Implementation 
In order to accommodate the easement process as we understand it, we would 

purchase the land in 2019, after all easements are in place and Clean Ohio Funds are 
received by the Grail. We are open to purchasing sooner if the Grail deems that possible, 
but are fine waiting to ensure that the land has all the proper legal protection so that it will 
be farmed forever. 

How the Project is to be Funded 
The land will be purchased in Marc and Claire Luff’s names through the USDA’s 

Farm Service Agency (whose loans sometimes occur jointly with private groups such as the 
Farm Credit Services), and/or through a private investor,  who is someone we are already 
working with and who believes in our vision. 

Section 2: Philosophy 
We are concerned with erosion, food's connection to human health, the welfare of 

animals, the breaking up of farming communities, and the economic feasibility of 
agriculture.  

Farmland and water resources today are perceived by many as commodities to be 
exploited.  Our national agriculture has become a fractured system in which each part is 
separated.  Conventional agriculture creates a massive amount of animal manure viewed as 
a waste product.  Modern agriculture now relies on immense quantities of fossil fuels to 
synthesize nitrogen fertilizers for 
plant growth, leaving the soils 
dead and eroded.  

By contrast, we view the 
farm and the community around 
the farm as an interconnected 
system. In the growing season all 
of our pigs, chickens, cows, and 
turkeys are constantly rotating 
through the pastures, improving 
the soil on the farm by means of 
deep perennial root systems. In 
the gardens, wood chips mixed 
primarily with cow manure 
create long-lasting mulch 
compost that grows crops year 
after year.  The final black and 
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crumbly compost creates many garden products far superior in taste and nutrient content 
to the typical store bought goods. 

These perennial inputs in our system are from the farm and the surrounding 
community, and they regenerate. We utilize electric fence and diesel machinery to manage 
the animals and wood sources, but a vast majority of the energy of our slow-release fertility 
is from the sun. We are finding that our methods leave the soil better each year while also 
returning a greater income per acre than any conventional farmer would ever dream of. 

We are drawn to the land at Grailville because it is the largest space near to the city 
where we can expand our system of connecting animals to gardening. One must travel far 
from the city to find such a large tract to run an efficient cattle herd, but one must also 
strive to be as near as possible to the city to run an efficient garden. The act of preserving 
this land for future and present farmers will have far-reaching benefits for the local 
Loveland area to participate in the creation of a new form of production style agriculture. 
 We are hopeful that generations after us will pick up the torch and continue to run 
with that vision, adding improvements of their own. We believe that some of the most 
important work that an organization interested in agriculture can do is to preserve 
farmland, build soil, and grow more farmers. 

Section 3: Who We Are 
Marc Luff: I have been farming full time since 2007, a couple months after graduating with 
honors from Harvard.  From 2007-late 2009, I worked at Langeland Farm in Greensburg, 
Indiana, taking care of the animals (80 head of cattle, 40 breeding goats, and 300 laying 
hens, rotationally grazed on pasture) and operating a seed house. In late 2009, I accepted a 
job as assistant garden manager at Turner Farm to move into market gardening and to 
further develop my own livestock enterprises. I purchased my first cows, a flock of 200 
laying hens, and turkeys to operate on land I was caretaking in Blanchester, Ohio. 
 In 2011, Claire and I started Finn Meadows Farm in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Most of our 
enterprises grow every year. By 2014, both of us were fully employed by our own farm. 

Claire Luff: Inspired by the writings of Wendell Berry, I began my agricultural career by 
volunteering at 7th  Street Garden (now Common Good City Farm), a nonprofit in 
Washington, DC.  I learned a bit of farm marketing while working at the DuPont Circle 
Farmers’ Market, also in DC. My heart led me to Knoxville, TN, to work at Beardsley 
Community Farm, a place that helps with food access. It is located in an urban food desert, 
grows food to donate to local charities, and offers gardening and nutrition education.  
Following BCF, I finished the season as a garden intern and day camp assistant at Turner 
Farm, before founding Finn Meadows Farm in 2011. 
 I have attended numerous conferences to enrich my agricultural knowledge over 
these past 7 years including OEFFA, Acres, SSAWG, and WV Small Farmers Conference.  I 
am also involved in Slow Food Cincinnati (since 2014), where I sit on the board and serve 
on the Snail of Approval Committee.   

Recognition 
 Fall 2013: We received the “Cooperator of the Year” award from the Hamilton 

County Soil and Water Conservation District for our work preventing erosion, 
protecting waterways, and building soil 

 Fall 2012: Claire was recognized by Grailville in the first Celebration of Women 
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Farmers event 
  
Our Clients 

The people we serve are varied. Our 140 CSA members include young families, 
single middle-aged people, and older retirees.  At the markets we attend, we also serve a 
huge variety of people.  We reach lower-income families and individuals through our work 
for food program and food donations.  We educate high school students through the St. 
Xavier High School service department and reach college students and adults through 
speaking engagements. 

Farming Practices 
Our business is made up of many 

operations which work together as a 
system: a 5-acre garden, 60 head of 
pastured pork, 4 breeding swine, 30 
grass-fed beef cattle, and Joel Salatin-
style poultry – about 250 laying hens, 
100 turkeys and 700 meat chickens per 
year. We currently farm on roughly 45 
acres of open ground, with a small 
orchard of apple, peach and cherry trees, 
raspberries and blackberries. The 
diversity helps insulate us from risk and 
offers wider avenues for community 
participation and customer satisfaction. 

The cow is the centerpiece of our 
operation, the key to a closed-loop farm 
ecosystem. We do not need to import 
grain from far away to feed the cows, which are ruminants, meant to survive on grass 
alone.  In our grazing system, the cattle are moved daily to fresh grass using electric fence; 
the hogs are kept in electrified ¼-acre paddocks and rotated every 9 days; and the chickens 
and turkeys live in mobile huts, moved daily over 1-acre paddocks, scratching up the cattle 
manure and fertilizing the grass. Moving daily to fresh grass mimics how wild animals are 
constantly migrating in nature, ensuring abundant food and avoiding predators.  We use 
electric fence to get the same result.  

We’ve moved mostly away from tillage gardening and instead now rely mostly on 
mulch, which creates new soil, suppresses weeds and holds in moisture.  Caring for our soil 
is essential to the health of our vegetables, which thrive, eliminating the need to spray 
chemicals – even organic ones!  

We have no desire to move from farm to farm, plowing and mining the soil year 
after year like the early American settlers.  Our vision requires a lifetime and it requires 
stable land. For these reasons, land ownership is vital to our philosophy. But we do not 
desire to do all the farming alone, and we sincerely hope that we can make wise and 
mutually profitable business relationships with others to see each acre of land that we 
manage farmed to its fullest potential. We envision a multi-farm system that operates 
under a unified vision, fully maximizing tools and enabling people to invest in the work. 
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The system will allow for all the farmers to rest and to rely on each other. We plan to grow 
slowly enough to ensure that the model and methods are right. 

Section 4: Vision at Grailville 
 We will purchase the land on the south side of O’Bannonville Rd in January 2019. 

The land will be placed under an agricultural easement. 
 Bio-mimicry and permaculture principles will be used in our holistic farming 

approach.  We intend to ensure that any land we own is farmed to its fullest 
potential by bringing others on board. 

 We will operate a farm store and CSA from St. Brigid’s, supplying nutrient dense 
food to the local community. 

 The Grailville south side land will also become a training center for ecological 
farming and permaculture.  We will partner with Cincinnati Permaculture Institute 
to offer education in: annual gardening/farming; food forests, orchards and edible 
landscaping; silvopasture and livestock integration; wild foraging and timber 
management; and more. Finn Meadows Farm’s part of the educational program will 
involve teaching apprentices how to be profitable, permaculture farmers in 
vegetable and livestock production. 

 Finn Meadows Farm is interested in pursuing the Permaganic Certification. 
 Community members will be welcome to participate in the farm at varying levels: 

through volunteering, taking classes, and/or being a work share member in our 
CSA. We are always open to new ideas and love to collaborate when possible. 

 The apprentices/interns we train will have the opportunity to develop skills and 
potentially be placed on their own land in future agri-communities which our 
collaborators, Pendragon Homes, intend to develop in the Cincinnati area.  These 
agri-communities, or preservation developments, will provide various-sized homes 
in the woods surrounding organic farms, preserving farmland and encouraging 
ecological practices.  This form of development provides an automatic market for 
the farmer placed in the community. 

 We will be mentors to help launch the new farm businesses of our apprentices. 
 

Starting in 2016, we will be working to launch and maintain a 35-acre production 
farm at Aberlin Springs agri-community in South Lebanon as part of our deal with 
Pendragon Homes and our private investor.  We are scheduled to lose the current 
Montgomery property at the end of 2018, if not before. 

From the first day we were informed by the Grailville Future Committee that they 
would recommend our proposal, we reached out to Pat and Becky Hill to find ways we 
could collaborate and partner with them on the cattle at Grailville. Part of the reason we 
reached out was because Pat had generously helped us 5 years ago to move our new 
equipment to our new farm. We know that we will be very busy and we would love to have 
their management help with the cows. We also have reached out to Earth Shares CSA to 
discuss potential ways to collaborate or to be good neighbors if we end up farming next 
door. We remain open to further discussion. 
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Conclusion 
We would like the Grail to consider selling the land on the south side of 

O’Bannonville Road to be Finn Meadows Farm’s production farm and educational center 
where we can build a lifelong vision. We believe that a farm business can thrive while also 
healing the earth.  We want to create a sustainable farm business by restoring healthy farm 
ecosystems, rehabilitating soil, rekindling community relations with nature, and rebooting 
abundant production.  What we strive for, in a word: RESILIENCE. 

We recognize and respect the history and the community that has been present at 
Grailville for over 70 years.  We are not asking to disband the existing community, but 
instead asking: “Can we join your community?” 

We are lovers of learning and hope to continue our education as a part of the 
Loveland community, and we know that the women of the Grail and their families have 
much to offer.  You would be leaving your legacy in our hands and we take it very seriously. 
We believe that our vision aligns with The Grail and we would be honored by the 
opportunity to care for this land. 












