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Farewell, Noreen! 
 

The Grail Council, and on behalf of members, would like to extend our gratitude and 
best wishes to Noreen Willhelm who concluded her time as National Director of the US 
Grail on October 28.  Noreen served the Grail for the past seven years and was hired at a 
moment when the US Grail envisioned, and began to implement, its Movement Building 
Scenario.  Although our scenario of growth and expansion was a risk we took, and was 
not able to be realized in the way we imagined, Noreen supported decision-making and 
leadership during a period of great transition that we are still undergoing.  The Council 
appreciated her executive skills, clarity of thinking, and supportive analysis on 
important issues before us.  We continue to be challenged with plannning to put 
appropriate administrative support in place upon her departure.  Thank you Noreen for 
your efforts on behalf of the US Grail.  
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Mary Farrell:  
How is it possible to call to mind, document and appreciate all the wonderful aspects of 
Noreen Willhelm’s contributions to The Grail in the USA since she came to us in 
September of 2009?  I think it’s not, but I’d like to set down a few thoughts to share. 
 
I met Noreen at the Council meeting in October 2009 after having been elected to serve 
on Council beginning in January 2010. She had been on the job all of maybe three 
weeks. We faced a number of challenges as we geared up to take office, and more would 
surface with each turn of a calendar page. We’d adopted a strategic plan that year and 
needed to figure out how to move it forward. She helped by establishing systems – 
allowing us to examine our finances over many more years than she had been around!  
 
She opened channels of communication – setting up the website, and the listserv, 
publishing Gumbo on a regular and professional basis, initiating the Friday news from 
the National Office. 
 
She developed a team of colleagues to meet the administrative needs of the national 
Grail as well as the Centers. She led and encouraged the team members, supported their 
initiative, honored their growth and defended them from unfair or misinformed 
criticism. She supported the Council, keeping track of issues we were working on, 
decisions we made and progress on implementing them. She reminded us of the goals 
and objectives of our strategic plan and prompted us to assess our progress in achieving 
them.  
She consistently met weekly with the NLT to identify issues and strategize responses 
that would bring the current questions to the appropriate body – whether Council, 
Team(s), the membership at large, or any combination thereof. We learned together 
how to navigate all sorts of shoals. 
We have never in my memory had a note taker of her caliber (speed, accuracy, context) 
to document Council meetings, committee meetings, town hall calls, National 
Gatherings, and who knows how many other group interactions. She went to the IGA in 
2011 and impressed the International Grail community, as I’m sure many of them will 
attest. 
 
She laughed often, and brought those of us who worked with her to an appreciation of 
the absurdities of our own blind spots as well as the richness of our diverse and 
multifaceted movement and members! Noreen, we are in your debt. This list is simply a 
sample of what you have contributed. We will miss you more than we know. I hope your 
life unfolds in wonderful ways, bringing you joy and the satisfaction you so richly 
deserve.  I treasure your friendship and look forward to staying in touch. 
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Judith Blackburn: I have very vivid memories of the hiring process back in 2009 when 
Noreen first came into our lives.  I was the chair of the hiring committee, which 
consultant Maureen Gallagher had helped us organize. We had a more thorough 
application and interview process than usual, and we had many excellent candidates 
since for the first time, in accordance with our value of empowering women, the Grail 
was offering a living wage as compensation for administrative work. We conducted 
interviews upstairs in the House of Joy, and I remember that Noreen sparkled as she 
was put through the drill of answering our questions. 
 
She told us that she and her husband were running a Community Supported 
Agricultural Program about an hour northwest of Grailville, and I remember wondering 
whether she would get tired of such a long commute (she never did, as far as I know) 
back and forth to Grailville.  I also remember being impressed with her writing 
experience as a newspaper reporter and her diversity experience working with an 
African-American dance troop before coming to us. It seemed to all of us on the 
selection team that she was absolutely the best fit for the mix of tasks we were going to 
be expecting her to accomplish. And she has met those expectations “in spades.” 
 
When Noreen arrived, we had many different kinds of (old) computers and several 
complicated and time-consuming systems of entering data about programs and 
donations at the centers and nationally. Each Grail entity had its own checking account, 
we were nowhere in the social media world, and we were only partially compliant with 
various IRS requirements. Over time, Noreen wrestled this record-keeping maze into a 
semblance of order and efficiency. The Weekly News and Gumbo took on a new 
professionalism. And, needless to say, office paperwork got streamlined (Noreen is the 
quickest and most thorough note-taker I have ever seen). 
 
Perhaps one of the least-appreciated aspects of Noreen’s tenure with us has been her 
delicate balancing of her own authority (as source of information, administrator and 
technological advisor) with acquiescence to the authority of Grail leaders, especially the 
Council and the National Leadership Team. She understood from the get-go that she 
was not in charge, but was assisting those who were. We can all imagine how difficult 
that balance was, particularly these last years when important decisions needed to be 
made and she was the person with the Big Picture amidst a chorus of competing partial 
views, strongly held. 
 
During Noreen’s early years with us I was the Membership Chair and later on the 
Council and NLT. I used to fantasize about recruiting her as a member and once 
approached her with that possibility. She seemed to me to so perfectly embody what we 
were about.  But, again, she kept her role clear and separate and clean. Given our recent 
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behavior toward one another, I see the wisdom of her understanding of her 
administrative role. I only hope that as Noreen moves into the next stage of her life, she 
will carry with her a sense of accomplishment for her part in making us a more efficient 
organization and that she will remember with affection the good times: the camaraderie 
of evenings of fun after long days at Cornwall or Grailville Council meetings, excitement 
over new ways to embed links in the Grail website, shared laughter during conference 
phone calls. We will miss your energy, Noreen. And thank you for all you have 
contributed to our communal wellspring. 
 

Kate Devlin: I had the pleasure of working with Noreen as a member of Council for six 
of her years working for the Grail. I witnessed first hand her dedication to the Grail. She 
has literally lived and breathed the work of the Grail every single day, 24 hours a 
day. She questioned and challenged us to become the best that we could. She has a 
tenacity that allows her to dig down to the heart of matters leading to a deeper 
understanding of the issues. She was not afraid to ask difficult questions that were hard 
to answer.  I am grateful for all that she has done for us. I remember at one point she 
made a list of everything that the National Office worked on -- you would think that 
there was a staff of 50 people or more, yet we all know there hasn't been that 
many.  She was able to accomplish so much with very little. I wish her the best of luck, 
happiness and joy in the next stage. 
 

Terri Carter: Working with Noreen was a gift. Her willingness to talk through 
disagreements often led to a new way of looking at a situation. 
Her curiosity allowed us to find new approaches to old problems.  
Her intelligence kept us on our toes. 
Her attention to detail was a blessing as we worked to pull loose threads together into a 
working system. 
Her humor brought relief to tension-filled conversations. 
Her ability to see the "Big Picture" led us to do the same. 
Her wit had a delightfully wicked edge. 
Her presence will be missed. 
Farewell my friend, 
The Grail is better for having known you. 
 

Pam Hall: I volunteered for about a year in the National Office, working with Noreen to 
get the Friday mailings out.  She was always cheerful and greeted me with a warm 
smile.  It was a tumultuous year at Grailville, and I wasn't always feeling cheerful!  We 
had some long discussions, and she was always willing to help me find answers to 
whatever questions I had concerning GV before the big vote last summer.  Her job as 
Director put her in a difficult position of needing to support a divided Grail, and I'm glad 
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she hung in there as long as she did!  I hope our new administrator will be as capable 
and hard-working as Noreen, and I wish Noreen all the best in her next chapter. 
 

Carol Skyrm:  
N – Nimble-witted:  Noreen thinks fast and well 
O – Open-hearted:  Noreen is kind, generous and thoughtful of others 
R – Resolute:  Noreen doesn’t give up easily when she makes a decision 
E – Energetic: Noreen takes on her work and gets it down fast and well 
E – Endearing: And rather earthy (think Grandma’s Granola at the farmers’ market) 
N – NON-PAREIL!  There’s no one like you, Noreen! 
 
Noreen, it will be sad to continue without you and impossible to replace you.  You have 
done so much to help the Grail and support the Council.  I am deeply grateful. 
I hope your new path(s), whatever they may be, will bring you more satisfaction, 
appreciation and a greater sense of accomplishment. 
Please don’t disappear, lively lady! 
 

Maureen Tate: I always said that one of my biggest regrets in leaving the Grail Council 
at the end of my term in 2009 was that I would not have an opportunity to work directly 
with the dynamic new National Director we had hired.  After you came on board, I 
appreciated from a distance the organizational development underway, dynamic 
communications, office support for my continued work with Grail elders and the 
Philadelphia Grail and many other accomplishments at the national level.  Jerry and I 
enjoyed meeting your husband, Mac, when you did a swing through Philadelphia to 
meet members and I recognized a kindred spirit, especially after crossing paths in The 
Villages.  Maybe the cheerleaders in the square had the right idea!   
 
Since coming back to Council as IC Rep in 2013, it has been an absolute pleasure to 
work with you and learn from you.  While I believe many of the issues the Grail 
struggles with now have existed for a long time, I appreciate your patience, gentle 
challenge, honesty, competence, can-do attitude, and insight.  I realize how much I 
relied on you in order to function as the IC Rep.  You are indeed the queen of multi-
tasking since I know how many other areas you are tending to at the same time.  My 
only continuous regret is that so much of our work had to happen through email and 
phone.  I could easily imagine how much fun it would have been to work alongside one 
another.   
 
I have always viewed you as a Grail sister and know we were so fortunate to find 
someone like you who shares our values and vision.  We may not be able to actualize all 
that we once thought was possible.  I am grateful that you saw the potential of our 
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movement and for the personal and professional leaps you took with us.   You will be 
sorely missed for all of your skills and gifts but most especially for the grace and humor 
you brought to the work, even in difficult times.   I honor the path you need to journey 
now toward wholeness, personal fulfillment and joy. Please remember your Grail sisters 
who send you forth with appreciation, respect, and deep affection. 
 

 

Financial Reporting Kudos for Grail 
Mary Farrell 

 
On 13 October 2016 I was privileged, because I am a member of the Finance team, to be 
a virtual “fly on the wall” while Julie Kline of Flagel, Huber, Flagel & Co., CPAs presented 
to Council the results of the audit of the Grail’s books for 2015.  After presenting the 
audit report in detail, reviewing notes and various exhibits for close to an hour, Ms. 
Kline was asked how the Grail’s record keeping and reporting compared with other 
non-profit organizations.  In her response, she indicated that the Grail’s current 
accounting systems and financial management procedures are fully compliant with 
generally accepted accounting practices and she complimented the Grail on the 
comprehensiveness and accuracy of our financial records.  She reminded us that The 
Grail has had four reviews and two audits in the past six years. 
We thought these observations by an auditor worth sharing with the membership.  
These comments reflect the development our systems have achieved over the years.  
Some of us recall paper ledgers and receipts shipped to the Treasurer in manila 
envelopes.  Since then we have used emerging technologies, dedicated and professional 
staff, and accepted accounting procedures to improve our ability to track and share the 
state of our finances.  Our task now is to use that knowledge and to manage them better. 
 

 

One Step Toward a New Future at Grailville 
From the Grailville Implementation Committee 

Several years ago, our neighbors, Matthew and Jennifer Paumier, who own 3 ½ acres on 
the eastern border of Grailville north of O’Bannonville Road, approached the Grail with 
an offer to purchase 2 acres of our land, part of what is known as the Kane field. Their 
house was very close to the property line and they wanted to preserve a buffer between 
their home and any future activity on the Grail’s property. At that time, the Grail was not 
prepared to deal with a decision to sell that land. 
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Then in 2014, when the Grailville Futures Committee (GVFC) issued the request for 
proposals, the Paumiers submitted a proposal to purchase those two acres. The GVFC 
included the Paumier proposal in their Recommendation to the Council, with a 
provision for a deed restriction on further development of the parcel. 

The Grailville Implementation Committee (GVIC) presented this to the membership for 
a vote in November 2015, and the Grail membership voted to sell up to two acres to the 
Paumiers. The Grail and the Paumiers contracted separate appraisals of the property 
and negotiated a sale price of $15,000 per acre with the deed restriction. 

The sale of 2 acres for $30,000 closed on October 26, 2016. The deed restriction read in 
part: “Neither Grantee, nor any of its successors or assigns, will use, or permit all or any 
part of the property described above (including any buildings and improvements 
thereon) (“Property”) to be merged with or consolidated into any parcel of land located 
adjacent to or contiguous with the Property or used for any development other than up 
to one habitable structure…” This will allow the Paumiers to make an addition to their 
home, but not allow subdivision for further development. 

The sale to the Paumiers was the final unknown in the path to determining exactly 
which 73.9 acres would become the Grailville Preserve under the ownership of the 
Clermont County Park District. So, now the Trust for Public Lands can move swiftly to 
purchase that acreage and hand it over to the Clermont County Park District for the 
Preserve.  
 

 

Collections Committee Update 
Terrie Puckett 

Continuing with member updates about the ongoing collections efforts at Grailville, we 
wish to  inform you that a selection of Old Hickory furniture has been arranged for 
auction. 
 
In 2015, during our full campus inventory, we noted that Grailville was home to over 60 
pieces of Old Hickory furniture.  Old Hickory (capitalized) was a specific company in 
Indiana making furniture beginning in the 1940s that came to embody the “rustic” style 
popular at many resort locations and rural vacation homes. Other companies soon 
followed describing THEIR wares as old hickory (lower case) style. Old Hickory 
furniture is still popular.  Please see photo below for an example. 
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Last year we reached out to over a dozen auction houses across the U.S. (in regions 
noted for the type of homes and resorts that utilize the style) to see if there would be  
an outlet for their sale. Blanchard’s Auction Service, located in Potsdam, NY, replied  
and after nearly a year of conversation we have contracted with them to auction a 
selection of Grailville’s Old Hickory at their Fall Adirondack sale held November 26th. 
Kip Blanchard arrived this week to select what they would carry.  We discovered during 
his tour that in addition to the furniture we had identified as Old Hickory, there were 
actually over 20 additional items we had NOT identified. At the end of the day, 55 pieces 
were chosen for auction, leaving a healthy selection at Grailville identified for future 
use. Please note, all of the items selected were verified to not be on either the Cultural 
Heritage sub-committee list to retain, or on the Grail at Grailville list to be 
retained.  Thank you Lenie Schaareman for your assistance during this process! 
 
One of the main reasons for offering these items for sale via an auction house, was to  
give ALL Grail members an equal opportunity to purchase (regardless of location) and  
to do so at fair market value.  The Adirondack sale will be conducted online, in person 
and by phone.  Blanchard’s will include information about The Grail and Grailville in  
the descriptions so that interested Grail members can easily identify those pieces which 
came from Grailville if they would like to make a bid. For more information about the sale 
itself, please visit the Blanchard’s website at http://www.blanchardsauctionservice.com. 
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Remembering Irene van der Does de Willebois 
September 9, 1922 – October 18, 2016 

Josette Kersters on behalf of the Grail in the Netherlands 
 
To all of us, the news that Irène van der Does de 
Willebois had died of a cardiac infarct the morning of 
October 18 came as a shock. 
 
Irène was born in ’s-Hertogenbosch, the eldest of five 
children, three brothers and one sister in a deeply 
Catholic family very engaged in the Church. Thanks to 
a Danish grandmother, the international aspect of life 
was, as it were, a natural part of her growing up and 
education. She studied languages at the Sorbonne in 
Paris and at Leiden University with a special interest 
for the Russian language, history, culture and the 
Russian Orthodox liturgy. 
 

Before joining the Grail in 1950, Irène had worked for the British Red Cross (during the 
war), later as direction secretary and as a teacher of French. She made her dedication in 
the nucleus of the Grail in 1953. 
 
Irène has had a very interesting and busy, but rather lonely life as far as the Grail is 
concerned; her interest was a very special one, not always well understood at the time.  
 
Through her trips to Russia and the Ukraine at a time that this was not the norm, as well 
as her knowledge, experience and work, Irène was a real asset for the ecumenical 
movement in a rather early period. 
 
When a new bishop in Paris re-organized the diocese, Irène - who was at that time 
responsible for the diocesan ecumenical office - lost her job. She did not find the 
support she needed in The Grail, and decided not to no longer take part in Grail 
activities. However, she remained informed and read all communication. She also 
maintained sporadic contact with individual Grail members. In recent years, the contact 
became stronger and more frequent, leading - only about a month ago – to a visit to the 
Grail house in Utrecht to tell her life story in our ”Kitchen table” program. No-one 
expected at that moment that she would leave us so soon.  However, we all had a very 
good feeling about that day, and we are grateful for this warm and inspiring reunion, 
which became a farewell.  Let us sing the Russian Alleluia in thanksgiving for Irène’s life. 
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Remembering Alice Gallagher 
May 5, 1924 – October 23, 2016 

 

Alice Patricia Gallagher, who met the Grail through Monica House in Brooklyn, first 
attended a course at Grailville in 1956. She had already been working as a secretary and 
as a governess for the family of the entertainer Bob Hope. She died October 23, 2016 in 
New York at the age of 92.  

In her application to come to the Year School at Grailville, Alice wrote, “It is inevitable 
that I return after listening to Dr. Van Kersbergen’s discourses on woman, because I 
don’t think I ever realized my potentiality until I heard her speak. 

From that beginning, Alice spent more than 45 years in active Grail service, in Brooklyn, 
NY; at Grailville; in Mulheim, Germany; in Portugal; and in Kleinmond, South Africa; and 
at Cornwall, from which she retired in 2000 after more than 21 years. She worked on 
the Liberation Task Force and the International Team and as she wrote in a member 
profile in the 1990s, “I am interested in – will always be drawn to - issues of justice and 
peace, et al.” 

Maureen Tate: I met Alice Gallagher was during my first Grail "assignment", when I 
was asked to serve on the committee for 50th Anniversary of the Grail in the US and 
Alice was the committee chair.  I was taken with her enthusiasm, good humor, and 
desire to take a fun and fresh approach to the celebratory year.  From that time on I 
found Alice to be a great listener. She was always encouraging and interested to know 
about family and other areas of our lives.  With aging came many transitions.  I 
observed in Alice a grace in acceptance of change and the same inclination to reach out 
as a social ambassador wherever she lived.  She was the proverbial "good sport" in only 
the best of ways.  I enjoyed our visits these recent years. I will miss the wide, bright light 
of welcome in her eyes when she saw me.  I am grateful that her days of quiet waiting 
are over and her new life has begun.   
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Mary Divito: My thoughts and prayers go to Alice and her family, especially Kate. I 
always enjoyed my encounters with Alice, who was a strong and very interesting 
woman.  I always loved encountering her. 

Sally Timmel:  Many thoughts and prayers to Kate. I felt I knew Alice quite well, from 
my time at Cornwall and then with Alice’s arrival in Kleinmond, South Africa. She was a 
gem with a great sense of humor!  Now she can be with all the saints of The Grail and 
others – and with dearly beloved Ruth. 

Viana Muller: Alice Gallagher was such a warm, enthusiastic welcoming presence with 
a twinkling sense of humor.  She made me feel so special--all of us who joined the Grail 
I'm the early 90's basked in her loving attention.  One of the "fairy godmothers" as those 
of us joining the Grail at that time called that amazing group of nucleus Grail women 
which included  also Ann Burke, Dorothy Rasenberger, Cay Charles, Ruth Chisolm, all 
who lived at Cornwall ( plus the incomparable Eileen Schaffler who was back and forth 
to Cornwall  from New York City). All exemplified that special Grail grace. All lived lives 
of sacrifice, principle, courage and were trailblazers fiercely engaged with 
transformation of our broken world. Thank you, Alice. Thank you all – those still with us 
and those who have merged with love on the other side. 

Carol Barton: I am so sad to hear this news, and send much love to Kate and all of 
Alice's family. Thank you, Viana, for your tribute, which reflects my own thoughts.  Alice 
was at Cornwall to welcome us with humor, hospitality and a keen mind.  She was 
central to creating the amazing community that brought us into the Grail.  I am also 
grateful for many visits to Mt. Alverno to celebrate holidays with Alice, Cay Charles and 
Ruth xx. She had a remarkable, committed life that we honor and celebrate. 

Emily Thomas: So many memories of Alice! Many of you have spoken of her humor – 
she was one of the world’s greatest storytellers! We would have Grail retreats, and one 
of the 'must do ' spots on the agenda was having Alice over to tell the story of the Grail -- 
how it came to America on the last boat out of the Netherlands, how they landed in 
Chicago with a Bishop that didn't quite know what he had been gifted with -- so he put 
them to work serving coffee to the soldiers as they headed into WWII. This was a good 
thing to do, but not the purpose of the Grail. So they escaped, climbing out of a window 
one night and headed for Cincinnati to create Grailville.  She had some great Bob Hope 
stories, too!  Her memory is ever with us. 

Claire Richard: We were so sorry to learn of Alice Gallagher’s death. All of us who knew 
her, appreciated her. She was such a wonderful person: warm, hospitable, 
compassionate, sophisticated, a New Yorker through and through. With a wonderful 
sense of humor, an Irish twinkle in her eye, she was full of fun. She faithfully and 
energetically contributed to the Grail in the U.S. and internationally, and was sensitive 
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to the needs of international Grail visitors. We enjoyed her occasional visits to Toronto. 
Our deepest sympathies and blessings go to you all! 

Lenie Schaareman: My first delightful memory of Alice is when she introduced me to 
New York. Shortly after my arrival in the U.S. in January 1974 to be on the staff of CEMA 
(Cultural Exchange Meetings on Africa), I went for a program to Cornwall and it was 
Alice who picked me up from the airport. I cannot remember specific details, but I was 
impressed with all that she told and showed me, both at the Grail Center and the city. 

Kate Devlin: My dear Alice, who cannot see Alice’s sparkling eyes and smile? She was 
interested in everything – always making time to find out about what you were doing. 
And somewhere in the middle of the process you found that you would do 
absolutely anything that she asked you to do as if she had a magical power. She had a 
deep and serious part to her, yet what fun it was to play the fiddle and dance a jig for 
her! She loved her Celtic heritage and I'm sure she's in heaven tapping her feet, 
humming a tune, clapping her hands and having a jolly time! 

Rosaurora Espinosa: It is really difficult to express my deep feelings in English. Our 
dear Alice was a great support in so many ways, in so many moments, including her 
spontaneous presence in the first Inter-Continental Conference of Women of the 
Americas, in 1992, doing her best when Licha Kraemer was suddenly diagnosed with 
cancer and was urged to leave for the USA for surgery. We were devastated by the news 
just a few days of the Conference. Alice arrived with a smile and a turban on her head, to 
give us the encouragement we were missing. And it is just an example of how many 
times she was like a fairy godmother. Believe me it is difficult to express the feelings 
behind those stories in a language that is not mine.  Dear US Grail friends, sisters, we are 
praying together with you for our new Saint. 

From The South African Grail: It is with great sadness that we receive the news of the 
passing of Alice to her eternal resting place.  May she rest in peace and may you be 
comforted by the fact that she is in a good place. 

From The Grail in Mozambique: We in Mozambique send our deep condolences on 
the loss of Alice Gallagher to our sisters in the U.S.  We join you in praying and 
celebrating the life of our dear Alice. With much love. 

From The Grail in Uganda: The Grail community Uganda joins you in praying and 
celebrating the life of Alice Gallagher. We shall have a Eucharist Celebration for Alice 
and all our other sisters who have been called recently on November 4 at 6:30 am East 
Africa Standard time. May God grant our Alice an Everlasting Peace. 
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International Exchange Program, Part 4 

Judith De Four-Howard and Liz Jones 

 

Judith De Four-Howard and Liz Jones participated In the Netherlands International 
Exchange program hosted by the Dutch Grail in July.  This is the 4th and last part of the 
series, focusing on a visit to the Hague, and the gratitude of the participants. 

Carla Van Thiel and Mineke Van Sloten escorted us 
to the Hague, the capital of the Netherland, while 
Mieneke Hage greeted us at the Central Station in The 
Hague. Our first destination was the Humanity 
Museum, which is about asylum-seekers who have fled 
wars in their homeland.  The photos and stories 
displayed spoke of their loss and suffering. The 
current exhibit focused on the Ukraine and its 
surrounding territories, where people have lost their 
limbs, their property, and their relatives. A friend of 
the Grail helped guide us for part of the day, and the 
museum staff provided us with an orientation and 
literature. 

Judith and a friend of The Grail at the Humanity Museum 

 

Photo of the Parliament Building in the Hague 
 

We then went on to visit various churches 
and the Parliament area, which consists of 
various building of diverse architectural 
design and gold paint that endows the 
buildings with a golden glow. 

We participated in a traditional Dutch 
pastime: eating raw herring.  Unlike eating 
sushi, which can be delicately nibbled, the 
Dutch are famous for their herring-slurping 
style, as the whole herring is devoured in 
one swift and smooth movement. 
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At the stalls where herring is sold 

We next visited the Peace Palace (Palais de la 
Paix), which houses the International Court of 
Justice, the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the 
Hague Academy of International Law, and the 
Peace Palace Library. At its entrance is an eternal 
flame with the names of the countries that abide 
by the governance of the conventions of the 
Hague 
Conventions 
(such as the 
treatment of 
prisoners of 
war). There is 

also a peace tree, where visitors may leave 
impressions or messages in the form of paper leaves. 

Eternal Flame with names of participating countries 

Leaving all the chiming bells and beauty behind us, we 
visited the Panorama Mesdag Museum, which houses a 
three-dimensional painting of scenes from the city of 
Hague. This painting was created by five artists who were hired by Hendrick Mesdag, 
who in turn was commissioned by the city officials of the Hague. They worked around 
the clock for four months to produce the three-dimensional painting, and the museum 
opened to the public in 1881. When the museum did not prove popular enough to 
generate a profit, the city sold it to Herr Mesdag. The latter reopened the museum and 
cut the entrance fee by two-thirds. The museum is still open today.  

In summary, I am very thankful for the generosity of the organizers of the International 
Exchange Program in the Netherlands: Carla Van Thiel, Mineke Van Sloten and Ine 
Van Emmerik.  Carla’s own exchange experience in Uganda in 2014 drove her desire to 
reciprocate, and each of them left no stone unturned in providing us with a memorable 
program: Mineke through her knowledge and playfulness; Carla through her efficiency 
and organization; and Ine through her concern for our safety and comfort. Bless you all.  

Maybe the US Grail can develop and promote the next Grail International Exchange 
Program, in the USA, in 2018. 
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Thank You, Dutch Grail, for the Exchange Program 
Liz Jones 

 
My participation in the Dutch International Exchange Program was the experience of a 
lifetime - full of joy, camaraderie, knowledge and beauty, and truly life-changing.  I am 
especially grateful to the Dutch Grail members who were incredibly thoughtful and 
professional in providing us with thought-provoking experiences centered on the 
acceptance of different religions, serious societal issues like human trafficking, and the 
history of The Grail.  Human kindness became the theme of my day-to-day interactions 
with people in the Netherlands.  My heartfelt thanks to the Belgian and German Grail 
members who were so hospitable, gracious and energetic in taking us around Belgium 
and Germany.  I feel such a sense of family and friendship with Mineke Van Sloten, Ine 
Van Emmerik, Carla Van Thiel, and Jooske Poot whose presence made me feel special 
and completely at ease. You are all angels and we are very blessed to have spent 
valuable time with you.  Great meals were made for us by Grail members and Grail 
friends.  Dancing as a group led by Grail friend Hilda Debacker was such a pleasure and 
tremendously fun.  We learned so much from her. Finally, I would like to say that I came 
away with a host of new friendships from many different countries.  We shared a 
unique and rewarding experience together and that time together united us.  You my 
fellow participants are incredibly wonderful, compassionate and committed to the 
common good. I am truly blessed to know each and every one of you.   

 

 

 

 

2016 International Exchange Program participants: 
Christin Reynolds, Judith DeFour-Howard, Liz Jones 
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Grail Birthdays 

 

November      December 
4   Marcia Bedard     4   Beth Wasmer 
5   Theresa Sapunar    5   Marie Therese McDermit 
7   Maclovia Rodriguez    5   Mary Kay Delgado 
7   Mary Gindhart     8   Helen Culleton 
9   Mary Therese Coyle    13 Viola LaFosse 
9   Jenna Messier     13  Elmire Nazombe 
17 Alice Drefchinski    14  Gail Malley 
17 Linda Kolts     18  Mary DiVito 
19 Beth Heidler     19  Julia Almaguer 
20 Emilia Charbonneau    19  Joyce Minkler 
23 Tiffany Curtis     19  Pamela Hall 
28 Carol Webb     22  Jean Wilson 
       22  Lea Grundy 
       29  Taya Doro-Mitchell 
       29 Carol Nosko 
       29  Nancy Richardson 
       30  Patricia Dillon 
       31  Kathy Hurley 
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Member Giving: January 1 to October 31, 2016 
We try to get it right, but sometimes we make mistakes. If you think we have, then let us know 
and we will happily fix it! Call (513) 683-2340, ext. 240 or email office@grail-us.org. 

 # Members # Donors # Gifts % Donors Totals 

Active 171 101 569 59% $57,890.00 
Emerita 63 25 96 40% $20,522.37 
Grand Total 234 126 767 54% $83,467.37 

Cornwall  $9,408.14 

Grailville  $8,371.20 

National Operations $51,271.12 

Special Projects  $13,966.91 

 

Mary Helen Adler 
Julia Almaguer 
Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Mary Lou Armas 
Carol Barton 
Wendy Bayer 
Judith Blackburn 
Teagan Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Mindy Burger 
Margarita Cabrera 
Terri Carter 
Cynthia Cheyne 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Vivian Corres 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Jeanne Daniher 
Theresa Dardar 
Maria de Groot 
Judith DeFour-Howard 
Kate Devlin 
Mary Gene Devlin 
Mary DiVito 
Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Eva Fleischner 
Joy France 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Claudia Gras 
Pamela Hall 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Frances Hebert 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Mary Heidkamp 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Beth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Laura Hershberger 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Mary Hughes 
Anne Hurley 
Lucy Jones 
Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 
Linda Kolts 
Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 
Maureen Laflin 
Carol Leopold 
Peg Linnehan 
Marian Lucas 
Gail Malley 
Frances Martin 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Elizabeth McGivney 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Megan Monteleone-Morrison 
Jacqueline Murray 
Elmira Nazombe 
Thanh Nguyen 
Emilia Normandin 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Mary O'Brien 
Shellie Owens 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Shirley Piazza 
Rita Ponessa 
Yvie Renda 
Tegan Rein 
Nancy Richardson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 

Marian Ronan 
Beth Rosen 
Rosa Maria Ruiz 
Theresa Sapunar 
Helena Schaareman 
Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Jada Semidey-Green 
Carol Siemering 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Monica Thyberg 
Stephana Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Kate Twohy 
Ruth Vargas 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Nicole Westrick 
Francine Wickes 
Patricia Young 
Ieva Zadina 

mailto:office@grail-us.org

