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Progress on Virginia Avenue by Rose Mary Clark 

 

About 4 years ago I wrote an article for Gumbo called 
Our Virginia Avenue Dream. In it I told you about our 
century old neighborhood in East Dayton, Ohio and the 
two deserted houses between our home and that of our 
neighbors Sarah and Ben and their 4 children. Our 
dream was, and is, to turn these two lots into usable 
community space. 

In 2014 we were able to purchase the house next to us. 
It took a year to find someone to take it down as the job 
was either too small or too big for the various 
companies. However, that was not idle time. Neighbors 
came and got door knobs, doors, shutters and whatever 
else they could use in their homes. Brian, Ben and their 
friends took all the aluminum off the house to recycle 
and to add the money to the yard fund. Sod was 
stripped and is growing in two other yards. 

 

Destruction Day finally came and was 
entertainment for the neighborhood.  

After six months the yard was finally 
was ready for use and initiated with 
snow angels by several enthusiastic 
children. 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 am Ready to Watch 
the show 

The Destruction Begins 
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The top part of the "Big Field" as it has been dubbed by the kids....okay, they are 
city kids, so they don't know it's just a small lot....is filled daily with one or two or 
fifteen or more kids. They make snow sculptures, play soccer, baseball, 
badminton, croquet, water balloons, cardboard construction or just play. When 
they first started playing here I said, "It's noisy". Mel replied, "Yes, but it is good 
noise!"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then there is the lower part of the lot. After two years our neighbor garden is 
doing well. We have container and field crops. The favorite crop is sugar peas 
which the kids consider snack food while playing or working in the garden.  Mel 
and I no longer have the strength to maintain a garden, thanks to 5 adults and 9 
children we have the joy of continuing to see things grow 
and to have fresh veggies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Filling the First Raised Beds 

Sweet Potato 
Harvest 2016 

Sarah & Dee Planting Herbs 
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The second house is not yet on the market. According to my friend at the city it is 
in a black hole between Bank of America and HUD. Sarah and Ben are still hoping 
to be able to acquire it and add more play space and a small orchard to our 
project.  

What we have accomplished has been done with help of wonderful neighbors 
Sarah, Ben, Dee, Kate and Brian; John Carter at the City of Dayton; Gary and 
Deborah Leitzell former mayor of Dayton and his wife; and the prayers and 
encouragement of my Dayton Grail sisters among many other Grail sisters, friends 
and family. 

This work is from my heart and my spirit, it is my Grail work.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Neighbor Garden Seen from The Top of the Hill 

 

 

The Grail Meets Gardeners 
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 Courage, Faith and Commitment: GA Update 
 

Many of us are concerned about the future of the Grail.  Joan Chittister tells a 
story in the August issue of The Monastic Way, a monthly publication of daily 
reflections, that speaks to these concerns.    
 
Chittister tells a story about the year her mother died, just before Christmas.  Her 
family had purchased a live Christmas tree, intending to plant it in the backyard 
after Christmas.  But given her mother’s death, the tree was never decorated or 
planted, but “simply sat in its canvas bag, dried out, went brown and, like her, also 
died.”  When the family finally dragged it to the curb to be picked up, an 
“emotionally wounded” young man, well-known in the neighborhood, objected 
loudly, “Wait, wait,” he shouted, “That tree’s not dead.  I can fix that.”   He used a 
pick ax to break through the snow so he could dig a deep hole, and planted the 
tree.  He then hooked up a hose to an outside faucet and, for days, stood outside 
in the cold, watering the tree.  Finally, in February, “he patted down the last of the 
frozen earth around it and ended his vigil.”  The following May, the tree bloomed 
and is, today, over 18’ high.   
 
 I have watched that tree for years now, Chittister says, wondering whether or 
not I myself have ever had the gall, the courage, the faith, the commitment 
he did to waste my life on anything that seemed so dead so that someday it 
could bloom again…. 
 
One day’s reflection in that issue of Monastic Way seems especially relevant for 
the US Grail at this point in our collective life.  “Clinging to the past is no answer to 
tomorrow.  It only cements us in what is already gone and denies us the life that is 
waiting for us to sample now.” 
 
GA 2017 will be focused on reflecting on who we are as Grail – as individuals, as 
a community, as a movement – and on moving forward together towards “the life 
that is waiting for us.”   
 
PREPARATION FOR ALL GRAIL MEMBERS.  We hope you will join us in 
preparing – in mind, body and spirit – for this important work by doing some 
reading between now and November.  We have already asked everyone to read  
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Marian Ronan and Mary O’Brien’s book, Women of Vision.   We will be spending 
part of one morning talking about that as we begin seeking a deeper 
understanding of how the commitments of these women have shaped our lives 
and inform our decisions today 
 
We also hope that you can explore the following books and articles as background 
for our discussions on Hope is a Communal Effort, especially in these difficult 
times in the Grail, in the US and in the world.  We need all the preparation, hope 
and courage we can muster as we move forward. 
 
The End of Membership as we know it, by Sarah L. Sladek [below] 
Reality, Grief, Hope, by Walter Brueggemann [below] 
 

Also, please note the included Registration Form for the GA.  This is an important time 
for us as US Grail.  Please plan to be at the GA to help shape our future together! 
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In Preparation for the GA 

In preparation for the upcoming General Assembly, Council has requested that all 
members read the book Women of Vision: Sixteen Founders of the 
International Grail Movement by Marian Ronan and Mary O’Brien, and come 
together in small groups across the country to discuss it. 

The theme of this year’s GA is Reflect, Redirect and Recommit. We will prepare 
for this process by reflecting on our history and the amazing women in the Grail 
Movement. September is the bi-annual month set aside by Council for discussing 
and responding to important questions that affect the Grail.  Our hope is that you 
will read the book in August and/or September, and have your discussions in 
September or October.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to invite Exploring members and interested 
women to meet the Grail and learn about our history.  

These questions are designed to begin the discussion:  

1. What struck you most about this book?  
2. What struck you most about these women?  
3. What inspired them? 
4. How did they act on this inspiration? 
5. What sustained them? 

You can purchase the book online at Amazon.com. The Kindle edition was $3.99 
and the paperback was $21.57 plus shipping when I looked. All royalties on the 
sale of the book go to the International Grail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://amazon.com/
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Registration must be returned no later than October 23, 2017  

Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________State____Zip_________Home 

Phone:_______________ 

Cell 

Phone:______________________________Email:__________________________________ 

Emergency Contact:___________________________________ Phone:_____________________ 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
A bus will transport Members from the CVG airport to the Jesuit Center on Nov. 8.  Please plan to arrive no 
later than 3:00pm.  The bus will leave the CVG airport at 3:45 pm. 
 

I’m traveling by:     Car   Bus  Plane   Other ____________   

I need transportation:    On Arrival  For Departure  

Arrival Information: 

Name of Airport/Bus Station & City: 

______________________________________ 

Arrival Date: _______Arrival Time: 

_________ 

Airline: _________________Flight 

#:________ 

Departure Information 

Name of Airport/Bus Station & City: 

______________________________________ 

Depart Date: _______Departure Time: ______ 

Airline: _________________Flight 

#:________ 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
 Jesuit Spiritual Center, 5631 S. Milford Rd., Milford, Ohio 45150 
 All accommodations are single rooms, with shared bath and toilets. 

 Arrival: Nov. 8, 4:30 pm. Departure: Nov. 12, 3:00 pm 

 The Jesuit Center $285 fee includes room and board.  

 
The Jesuit Center is not available before Nov. 8.  Alternative housing and transportation should be 

arranged. 
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PAYMENT: 

 Check payable to The Grail enclosed 

 Bill my Credit Card:  

Please do not email credit card information 

because security cannot be guaranteed. Please 

Mail, Fax or Telephone credit card information. 

 MasterCard       Visa      American Express 

Card Holder Name:_________________________ 

Card Number:_____________________________ 

Expiration Date:___________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

MEALS 
Please check here if you require meals for a specific diet:  Vegetarian  Vegan   Gluten-free  

 Allergy/Other ________________________________ 

I CAN HELP

□ Preparation beforehand 

□ Transportation (I have a car) 

□ Check-In/Registration 

□ Onsite Clerical Chores 

□ Onsite Logistics 

□ Present a Soul Moment 

□ Note taking 

□ Work on Final Report 

□ Other _________________ 

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 

We acknowledge that some of our sisters cannot afford the travel costs to Cincinnati and/or the Room and Board charge. Solidarity 

funds have been set aside to ensure that all able members can participate in this critical meeting. 

If the cost is a burden, please do not hesitate to request assistance.  We need to come together 

to celebrate our accomplishments and plan our future.  
 

You may pay your entire bill ahead of time, or you may pay a portion of your costs and pay the 

balance on arrival. Note: Program fee is due at time of registration. Refunds cannot be made 

for cancellations received after October 23, 2017. 

 

 

 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM WITH PAYMENT TO:  

THE GRAIL IN THE U.S. 

932 O’BANNONVILLE ROAD, LOVELAND, OH 

45140 

PHONE: (513) 683-5750       FAX: (513) 683-5752 

EMAIL: OFFICE@GRAIL-US.ORG 

 
1. Program Fee $75.00 

2.  Attendance choice:  

     a.  Full Time Attendee: 

$285.00 

     b.  Commuter:                 

$145.00 
 

 

4.  Solidarity Contribution (optional)  

5.  Subtotal  

6.  Amount Enclosed:  

7.  Solidarity Requested  

a. Travel (receipts requested)  

b.  Housing  

7.  Balance Due upon Arrival 

(line 5 minus lines 6 & &) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@grail-us.org
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Reality, Grief, Hope 
A synopsis of Walter Brueggemann’s book  

By Sally Timmel 
 

This synopsis is written, of course, from my own perspective, especially as 
I think about some of the issues we are facing today in the Grail.  The book 
was recommended by Barbara Stanbridge who is doing organizational 
consulting with Council as we plan for the future.  (Sally Timmel) 
 
The main thesis of this book by Brueggemann is a comparison of the 
Empire of Jerusalem that then was destroyed by the Babylonians in 587 
B.C.E. and the massive attack on the United States on 9/11/2001. 
Brueggemann takes the reader through the three stages needed to 
breakthrough to a new beginning: 

 See and analyze our reality through the eyes of the poor and 

downtrodden that does not define us as an exclusive peoples who 

are the ‘chosen ones’  

 Once breaking with this false illusion, finding ways to accept this loss 

of exceptionalism, and grieve the losses by naming and lamenting the 

losses  

 Through the grieving, the use of creative imaginations to construct a 

new narrative based on a love and compassion to God and the 

strangers in our midst. 

 
Building on these three elements, Brueggemann then elaborates on four 
main themes.  

1. The Hebrew people’s belief [ideology] that they were the chosen 

people of God forever, and the American strongly held belief of our 

American Exceptionalism. 

2. Both for the urban elite of Jerusalem and in the United States, the 

economy is organized as a pyramid so money flows to the center of 

the empire, to the apex of the pyramid 

3. There is a political monologue that eliminates all voices from below 

and settles for a narrow consensus of opinion to the exclusion of the 

‘other’.  “This is an exclusion that drifts toward fascism and erodes 

democratic possibility. “  
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4. “One-dimensional religion that is absent of any critical edge.  The 

dominant economic and political system requires the reduction of 

“god” to a settled object of allegiance that lacks any freedom of 

‘agency’. 

 
CHOSENNESS – EXCEPTIONALISM. 
 
Royal Jerusalem dominated by the urban elite and the focus for this elite 
was an ideology of chosenness.  The Hebrews were chosen by God and 
God’s “divine” commitment to the State [through the lineage of King David] 
ensured that this chosenness would rule forever.  There were guarantees 
that did not require dealing with the facts on the ground.  The bringing 
together the royal promise and the temple gave assurances of security to 
the common people.  “The best known of the Songs of Zion in Psalm 46, 
affirms God’s resolve to keep the city safe.  In the environs of social power, 
the acutely felt crisis is never guilt.”   
 
This chosenness, was adhered to vehemently by the urban elites in 
Jerusalem.  “The dominant ideology believes, in its power and its wisdom, 

 That you can compartmentalize and privatize; 

 That you can declare unwelcome social reality inoperative and 

irrelevant; 

 That you can separate economics from [compassion towards others]; 

 That you can enjoy chosenness and thereby avoid the demands of 

the others. 

 
“The prophets know better!...Reality must be faced and not resisted.  [The 
prophets] rhetoric is designed to break the bubble, to make contact with the 
facts on the ground – God is here – and to notice the links of chosenness in 
the present and future fates.   
 
“U.S. society is deeply committed, as was ancient Israel, to an ideology of 
exceptionalism… This ideology would claim that the United States is a 
peculiar nation in the world with a peculiar God-given mandate for 
democracy and freedom that would be pursued with messianic zeal.” 
Examples of John Winthrop addressing Puritans “that their new social 
reality with its new political-religious resolve would be ‘a city set upon a hill.’  
Later Lincoln remarked, using a phrase “his almost chosen people” 
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[Brueggemann states here that “Lincoln had enough of a sense of irony to 
know that the ‘almost’was a critical modifier that maintained a critical 
distance between the purposes of God and the self-understanding of his 
nation…].  At the end of the nineteenth century… the great agent of U.S. 
exceptionalism was made into an aggressive imperial policy by Teddy 
Roosevelt…. He preferred the allure of racial superiority, which filled the 
intellectual atmosphere at that time.  Roosevelt’s historical writing was 
pervaded by talk of”Anglo-Saxonism” and Aryan and Teutonic civilization…. 
In later years, he gravitated towards the term ‘English-speaking races.’  
Roosevelt’s reach into the Pacific and the affairs of Korea, Japan, and 
China was all in the name of U. S. ‘Manifest Destiny’.  
 
…There is no doubt that 9/11 made it possible for us to imagine that our 
country, given its chosenness, is under assault because of our ‘passion for 
freedom.’ Such a notion is an irresistible way to conceal from ourselves our 
vigorous pursuit of national resources and markets in ways that impinge 
upon the life of other nations and other cultures. 
 
James Carroll wrote that ‘there are many gods.  In the United States, it was 
the god of American exceptionalism that failed…  this national confronted 
its own capacity for self-betrayal, in nothing more dramatically than in the 
Vietnam War.’   
 
Brueggemann states, “I make the following observations about our deep 
convictions of exceptionalism that we have almost all come to share: 

 The matter of exceptionalism in our society has now morphed into a 

broad and deep militarism that pervades our society…. Even flags in 

our places of worship…. The militarization of our society, in the name 

of security or of patriotism, serves to assure perpetual war in order to 

maintain supremacy in the world.  That in turn leads to budgetary 

commitment that skews every other claim upon our national 

economy. 

 …U.S. exceptionalism has now morphed into an oligarchy in which 

power and money flow to a very few persons… That oligarchy keeps 

most of the rest of us on board for the notion of chosenness, but only 

to the great benefit of the few who control government, the courts, 

and the media. 
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 The ideology of exceptionalism continues to have a racist 

component… Teddy Roosevelt’s rhetoric on “Teutonic”and  [fear of] 

Asians; in our case Mideast Muslims and racism at home so that “real 

American” unlike others among us including [President Obama], are 

not really Americans. 

 
We need to understand why the U.S. will seek to exercise imperial power 
for the foreseeable future, no matter who is president, and that is the 
exacting requirements of U.S. American affluence. As both Presidents 
Bush have said at Earth Summits in 1992 and after 9/11:  “The American 
way of life is not up for negotiation.”  
 
REALITY AND IDEOLOGY 
 
“When we consider the convergence of these factors – race, military 
adventurism, monopolized wealth, unsustainable affluence, and God-given 
destiny – it is clear enough that this ideology, as in ancient Israel, distorted 
reality.  In ancient Jerusalem, they could not see the facts on the ground… 
and we do not notice: 

 U.S. power is now limited 

 Infrastructure [schools, health care, bridges etc] are deeply neglected 

as our economy of greed drives money away from the common good, 

 Greed at the top in the name of democratic ideals, leaves many 

people at risk. 

 
In this hubris, expressed as autonomy, the one with power could exploit in 
greedy and violent ways as they chose, taking advantage of the weak and 
vulnerable.  Thus, with Dostoyevsky, “without God, everything is possible.”  
 
And the prophets protested: 
Learn to do good, 
Seek justice, 
Rescue the oppressed, 
Defend the orphan, 
Please for the widow.   Isaiah 1:17 
 
They have grown fat and sleek, 
They know no limits in deeds of wickedness, 
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They do not judge with justice 
The cause of the orphan, to make it prosper, 
And they do not defend the right of the needy.  Jeremiah 5:28 
In practical ways such abuse is an unsustainable policy, in and of itself 
there arise destructive and costly consequences for the body politic. … The 
resultant entitlement depends upon insensitivity to the need or even 
presence of the other.  The disregard of both God and neighbour permits a 
predatory society to seem normal and acceptable.   
 
Again in Jeremiah 22:15-16 
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
Then it was well. 
Is this not to know me? 
Says the Lord. 
 
“Care for the vulnerable is “knowledge of God.”  That prophetic formulation 
does not say that knowledge of Go will lead to care for the neighbour; nor 
does it, alternatively, say that care for the vulnerable will lead to knowledge 
of God.  Rather they are synonyms! 
 
“…At best prophetic testimony is …a bid for emancipator faithful 
imagination, in the conviction that imagining outside the ideology will evoke 
fresh waves of energy and courage and generative obedience. 
 
GRIEF amid DENIAL 
 
“The end came upon the city of Jerusalem….  Of course, the ending was 
complex.  Perhaps it was the judgment of God.  Or perhaps it was the 
inexorable outcome of policies of abuse and exploitation in which widows, 
orphans and immigrants – the canaries of any social system – had suffered 
enough…. Along with the physical suffering, there was the deep humiliation 
of having the symbols of God’s presence taken away in disrespect and 
treated as commodities…. 
 
The practitioners of the ideology of exceptionalism in Jerusalem – chosen 
city, chosen king, chosen temple – lived in a state of denial about their 
coming future…. Mantras of “shalom” came out of self-confidence and self-
congratulations in fact are contradicted by reality.  There is no such 
shalom. There is no state of well-being….  The ideology could not tolerate 
such an awareness, so no such acknowledgement.   
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The prophetic counter to denial rooted in the ideology of exceptionalism is 
the practice of grief that acknowledges loss – an acknowledgement that 
summons the city to be fully, deeply, and knowingly engaged in its actual 
life experience.  The urban elite [of Jerusalem] did not weep.  Their 
ideology requires that they move on.  But their sense of loss lingers 
beneath what is acknowledged…. For that reason, the prophetic counter of 
grief expressed may be an antidote to denial.   
 
YHWH has a sick heart and In Jeremiah: 
“Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? 
Why then has the health of my poor people 
Not been restored?” 
 
…The available medicine and doctors are not adequate to the crisis. 
 
And in the breakdown of society, that in the denial, the land is laid waste 
and the towns without inhabitants.  The drought is enough to cause the 
undoing of creation, not unlike global warming.  The collapse of the 
ecosystem will mean disaster for the city… 
 
The reality is that in the real world, the ideology of chosenness will not 
protect the city… the entire façade of protection has dissolved… Everything 
is at risk.  ... and death does not pause to honor chosenness.   
 
And in Nehemiah, the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have 
been destroyed.  When I heard these words, I sat down and wept, and 
mourned for days”….  To sit down and weep is to let the loss flow over one.  
It is a complete acknowledgement without denial.   
 
“In the end, however, Israel is not so sure, certainly no longer 
presumptuous about divine fidelity… and in Lamentations:  
“But you, O Lord, reign forever, 
Your throne endures to all generations… 
Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored, 
Renew our days as of old. 
…unless you have utterly rejected us, and are angry with us beyond 
measure.” 
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The U.S. political economy, abetted by reassuring religion, rests upon an 
ideology of exceptionalism that both fosters and requires denial. There can 
be no doubt that the force of exceptionalism I huge in the self-
understanding of U. S. citizens… A headline in the NY Times about the 
summer Olympics in London was ‘U.S. Flies High and Stands Alone.’  With 
its might and wealth and self-confidence, the U.S. characteristically flies 
high and stands alone.… Perhaps the political process attracts those who 
are emotionally committed to that exceptionalism… 
 
Four dimensions of that ideology are obvious, but for that no less important. 
 

1. U. S. exceptionalism is expressed as military force and the capacity 

to leverage international affairs to serve the national interest.  The 

American empire has been under way, surely since the Monroe 

Doctrine and the expansionism of President Polk.…The evidence of 

this military passion is evident in the lavish patriotism of many, many 

many flags on exhibit… and above all, in the unstrained ‘Pentagon 

budget’.  Also through control of international markets and natural 

resources [oil].  In a defining way ‘globalization’ has meant U. S. 

domination. 

2. U.S. military domination is no doubt a function of economic 

domination and flow of wealth to the United States.  

…the assumption of a continually growing economy and a sense of 
entitlement to the resources and goods of the world is for our own 
benefit…Thus, the disadvantaged are recruited into support of the 
national interest…and willingness to be cannon fodder in the wars for 
‘American democracy’.   

3. The definers of U.S. exceptionalism have been northern Europeans.  

The political class until recently has been white Anglo-Saxon 

Protestants.., and this exceptionalism comes with a good bit of racism 

and a sense of superiority… like President Obama is not an American 

is an appeal to racism, with the tacit sense that only ‘good whites’ are 

‘real Americans’. 

4. A fourth element of exceptionalism is, the religious component.  …A 

sense of national identity as the nearly chosen people of God and 

now a defense of the U.S. Constitution to pursue the goal of imposing 

a certain set of ‘Christian values’ on the public process. 
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The endlessly expanding U.S. economy – or now the notion of reviving the 
old U.S. economy – denies economic realities.  [such as transfers of money 
globally, use of cheap labor, automation of jobs].  The mantra of 
‘opportunity’  or ‘freedom’ covers over the insatiable greed of the oligarchy 
and skews the public process.  As in the reform of the health care system, 
it pretends that a free market solution is on a level playing field.  But it is 
exactly the illusion of a level playing field that makes current policies one of 
brutal urgency. 
 
“The purpose of denial… is to maintain old privilege and entitlement and to 
fend off the reality of the world.  The practical consequence is that we have 
a society that is not working for a large number of people….shown in 
health, education, jobs and housing.  This is helped by appeals to violence 
from an exploitative prison system, ‘Stand your Ground’ laws, agribusiness 
that diminish land for the sake of profit, the unrestrained gun lobby, to 
acceptance of torture…These are made ‘acceptable’ through appeals to 
the ideology of exceptionalism…that distort reality. 
 
“The prophetic task, amid a culture of denial, is to embrace, model and 
practice grief, in order that the real losses in our lives can be 
acknowledged. 

 We are at the edge of having lost our political-military hegemony…as 

seen in the failures of recent military adventures 

 We have lost much of our economic leverage…as we no longer 

dominate the meetings of the G8 etc. 

 With less income from tax income, the passion for privatization is only 

an illusion that things will become all right 

…Shameless nostalgia among us for a world that is gone and will not be 
recovered: 

o U.S military hegemony is gone! 

o U.S. economic domination is gone! 

o Preferred racial-ethnic singularity is gone! 

o Simplistic moral certitudes are gone! 

 
Anyone who has long benefitted from these old arrangements…has much 
reason for sadness!  But sadness over loss that is unvoiced, unembraced, 
and unacknowledged a) turns to violence and b) precludes movement 
toward new possibilities. 
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The alternative toward health and new life is the shared, out loud, honest 
work of grief.  Such voiced grief is an alternative to violence.  Such grief, 
moreover, turns loss to energy for newness…. Thus, I propose that the 
prophetic community, right in the middle of a cultural of denial, is a proper 
venue for grief work. 
 
Brueggemann suggests three beginning points: 

1. The recovery of the psalms of lament 

2. Pay attention to the rich legacy of contemporary lament over the 

failure of our ‘system’ of well being 

3. After the laments attention must be paid to the laments of truth voiced 

by those close at hand…. We treat such voices therapeutically….  

We may also take them as serious acts of relinquishment then they 

are well received and attentively honoured.  Pain does yearn to 

speak!  And be heard!  There is no shortcut.  The task requires trust 

that does not blush, and history that does not blink…, letting the loss 

rest in the embrace of honest words… and evoke a salvation oracle 

in response: ‘Do not fear’.  Even those in a culture that endlessly 

reminds us ‘be very afraid’.   Honest lament knows better.  It knows 

that relinquishment positions are to receive…,yet again. 

 
Hope and Despair 
 
The destruction of Jerusalem drew very close to despair. 
“My soul is bereft of peace, 
I have forgotten what happiness is, 
So, I say, ‘Gone is my glory, 
And all that I had hoped for from the Lord.’ [Lamentations] 
 
And the poets and prophets of Israel reprimand YHWH. 
 
  ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, 
   And my right is disregarded by my God.’ 
 
‘why have you forgotten us completely? 
Why have you forsaken us these many days?’   
 
And the divine response to alleged complaint in Isaiah 
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‘see, the Lord’s hand is not too short to save, 
Nor his ear too dull to hear.’  
 
Israel dares to go deeply into despair… perhaps the saving element is that 
such a propensity to despair, required by visible, experienced 
circumstance, is kept in engaged conversation… which finally is the 
antidote to despair. It is not so easy, however, to assure the successful 
management of despair and the despair must be given its due, a due 
commensurate with the facts on the ground.  
 
The soul does not seek easy consolation, and is able to go deeply and 
honestly into the darkness of divine failure and infidelity.  This is not an 
illusion of consolation and religiously serious persons do not seek and do 
not find consolation in their faith.  Rather, they find realism about their 
circumstance…. A scholar [named Beck] states that one has to be “(a) 
saint of darkness” who seeks no easy consolation and are resolved to face 
the evident reality of loss, abandonment and absence.   
 
Beck characterizes different faith experiences: 

 Winter faith experience are high on communion and high complaint 

 Religious critics are long on complaint and low on communion 

 Disengaged believers are low on complaint and low on communion, 

and 

 Summer faith experience, are high on communion and low on 

complaint.  

 
The prophetic task, in the midst of despair over destruction and 
displacement, is to declare and enact hope for a buoyant future that is 
securely n the purview of God.  
 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary, 
His understanding is unsearchable 
He gives power to the faint, 
And strength to the powerless. 
 
…There are three divine responses serve to override Israel’s complaints… 
and the difficult question of how it is that hope overrides despair. The 
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answer…is to reframe the dismay and to resituate the imagination of the 
displaced.  As long as the displaced are preoccupied with the palpable 
cause of despair – the city in shambles, the hegemony of the empire – the 
utterance of promise is not credible.    The prophetic traditions insist that 
such primary utterance is not a fantasy or an act of human invention.  It is 
rather an utterance that arises ‘from elsewhere’. From the God who 
indwells the abyss and who initiates a new historical possibility even with 
the city in shambles and not restrained by the force of empire.  
 
Brueggemann quotes Karl Barth who understood most clearly that 
evangelical faith is about speaking and hearing: 
‘What God said and what God will say is always quite different from what 
we can and must say to ourselves and others…the Word of God always 
tells us something fresh that we had never heard before from anyone.”   
 
Not unlike the society of ancient Jerusalem after the destruction and in the 
midst of the displacement, our contemporary U.S. society is at the brink of 
despair.  There is an amorphous anxiety that the old world where we felt 
comfortable, safe, and in control is slipping through our fingers.  This 
anxiety then gets projected onto and directed against Muslims, immigrants, 
African Americans, or gays.  The unsustainable economy that is based on 
an extravagant use of fossil fuel that endangers the very earth we wish to 
inhabit. 
 
At the same time, vigorous individualism has trivialized the common good.   
With our ideology of exceptionalism with loyalties and practices by the elite 
and for the elite, there is no capacity to imagine outside their own loyalties.  
We are living on borrowed time.   
 
Brueggemann then spells out 5 ways that this deep despair generated-
anxiety is acted out: 

1. Anxiety is acted out in unrestrained greed, with self-serving wealth 

has no limit and is based on cheap labor. 

2. Anxiety is acted out by privatization.  Whether this is health care, 

schools, prisons.  Even though the slogan of free access can seem 

appealing, it is an absurd notion – [just like, everyone has access to a 

BMW, Audi or Lexus].   

3. Anxiety is acted out as willing violence.  The success of the gun 

lobby, led by the NRA, has not been met by a firm rejection by our 
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leadership, but by a caution of cowardice in the face of political risk.  

The gun lobby is an extreme expression of privatization, in which it is 

‘every man for himself,’ free to enact violence against anyone who 

stands in the way.   

4. Anxiety is acted out as nostalgia for ‘the good old days’ of a simpler 

life.  Social life is still a ‘mom and pop’ venture and small time 

neighbourliness that avoid the complex density of urban life.  The 

construction of big successful churches attempts to live in a safe, 

protect, homogeneous community of like-minded people, while 

fencing our frightening otherness. Homeschooling and private 

schools are a handy aid for such a protected, unreal world.   

5. Anxiety performed as greed, individualism, violence and nostalgia 

takes place in the presence of a sense of ‘end time’.  Many current 

films are now about the end of the world and this plays into the hands 

of religious apocalyptic proportions.  This gives the sense of our 

present world is not sustainable and that erupted among us on 9/11. 

 
In the midst of near-despair, the prophetic task is to articulate hope, the 
prospect of fresh historical possibility assured by God’s good governance 
of the future.  We need to recognize that the word of promise comes ‘from 
elsewhere’.  It is not necessary to have a particular notion of ‘inspiration 
and revelation’ to make such a claim, all that is required is the awareness 
needs to be spoke…. Thus, as despair knows about world loss in our time, 
so the work of hope is to conjure and imagine an alternative world now to 
be given ‘from elsewhere’.   
 
Brueggemann goes onto to discuss a book by Jonathan Lear, Radical 
Hope:  Ethics in the Face of Cultural Devastation.  Lear focuses first on the 
loss and diminishment of the Crow Nation as it succumbed to white 
settlers.  The chief, Plenty Coups, then said ‘nothing happened’.  History 
ended, memory ceased, ‘the hearts of my people fell to the ground and 
they could not lift them up again.  There was little singing anywhere.’  The 
Crow Nation experienced this as death of established social roles, of 
standards of excellence and of personal identity… and the chief said the 
Crow were required   ‘to live a life that I do not understand.’  And chief 
Plenty Coups had a dream that he interpreted to the elders.  The essence 
of that dream included: 
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 All our traditional way of life is coming to an end – that life is about to 

disappear; 

 We must do what we can to open our imaginations up to a radically 

different set of future possibilities; 

 I need to recognize the discontinuity that is upon me.  I need to 

preserve some integrity across that discontinuity. 

 I do have reason to hope for a dignified passage across this abyss, 

because God is good; 

 We shall get the good back, though at the moment we have no more 

than a glimmer of what that might mean. 

 
Chief Plenty Coups is committed to the bare idea that something good will 
emerge…. He also can recognize that his understanding of self and world 
is based on a set of living commitments that are vulnerable, it is 
nevertheless possible to commit to a goodness that transcends that 
understanding.  This is matched by an awareness that the medium of this 
hope is a dream that is elusive and without clarity. 
 
If the dream comes from a divine source and it tells us that our way of life 
will come to an end and it tells us how to survive the destruction of our 
traditional way of life, and much about the future we will not yet understand.  
Thus, the issue of hope becomes crucial for an ethical inquiry into life at the 
horizons of one’s understanding. 
 
Chief Plenty Coups had capacity to have that dream and to stick to its 
meaning is a manifestation of courage. He did not give into despair but also 
that it would have been a mistake to ‘go down fighting.’  The aim was not 
merely the physical survival of the tribe – though important – but the future 
flourishing of traditional tribal values, customs, and memories in a new 
context.   
 
“This way of hope is the work of ministry.  Doing advocacy for good causes 
is urgent.  But more urgent, in my view, is the nurture of venues of obedient 
imagination in which unuttered possibility is uttered, thoughts beyond our 
thoughts are thought, and ways beyond our ways are known [Isaiah 55:8-
9].  In such circumstance, walking by sight is likely a return to the old ways 
that have failed.  Walking by faith is to seek a world other than the one from 
which we are being swiftly ejected.  [Hebrews 11:14] 
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“Have nots in our society never measure up socially or morally to the high 
standards of the managers of the [economic] pyramid.  Brueggemann 
states that the Pharaoh’s system [which is replicated in our contemporary 
National Security State] as a system of therapeutic, technological, 
consumerist militarism, the goal of which is the sustenance and 
enhancement of an unsustainable standard of living for the few at the 
expense of the vulnerable many. [Sally’s note.  As in Pope Francis’s 
encyclical Laudato Si, this summary statement of Brueggemann is almost 
identical.] 
 
The narrative of the National Security State is no adequate script for 
authentic humanness.  The gospel narrative of the messianic community, 
with its solidarity with the poor, bespeaks an alternative economics, an 
alternative politics, and an alternative religion. 
 
The sorrows of empire are the recurring social realities that come with 
empire.  Among them 

 Endless taxation all the way to bankruptcy in order to fund the project 

[national security] 

 Perpetual war because the empire is already under threat; 

 Loss of civil rights in order to protect the ‘secrets’ of the empire; and 

 Assault against homosexuals [my add here – African-Americans, 

immigrants, ‘others’]  

 
The totalizing narrative of empire draws its subjects [that is, us!] into 
acceptance of these practices as ‘normal and unexceptional.’  And when 
the claims become totalizing, they become immune to criticism. …and 
there is a readiness to regard those claims as a given…, from the ground 
up a carefully constructed, frequently reiterated narrative that is in the 
service of the pyramid managers…a narrative that is committed to greed, 
accumulation and violence that pertains equally to liberals and 
conservatives. 
 
“There is no single summary of the defining cruciality of YHWH for this 
counternarrative, but one case in point is the declaration of Moses:  ‘For the 
Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for 
the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them 
food and clothing.”  Dt. 10: 17-18 
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Brueggeman further reflects that “a more benign but equally problematic 
formulation of the mixing of the dominant belief in the empire ideology and 
religion is found in the popular mantra, ‘I am spiritual but not religious.’  
That mantra functions to declare freedom from any defining theological 
tradition, the absence of any inconvenient missional mandate that finally 
ends in religious narcissism…. a new form spiritual knowledge that leaves 
the status quo of society untroubled and unquestioned.”  [ Comment from 
Sally:  Another point of this could be that by privatizing our spiritual faith is 
that there are no touchstones, no foundational values that are found in 
community, nor few responsibilities to our faith community or the wider 
community. With a personal spirituality, there would/are no guidelines such 
as the 10 Commandments, love your neighbour as yourself, they will know 
us by how much we love one another.  Also, the Grail story of Joseph of 
Arimathea, whose clan defies their responsibility to the strangerat their 
door, and the cup disappears and peace and prosperity are lost. This was 
also alluded to by Maria deLourdes Pintasilgo [Grail Portugal] that by trying 
to find common ground in our spiritual [religious] practices, she wondered if 
we boiled everything down to mediocracy.   
 
This alternative narrative is re-enacted in the narrative of Jesus: 

1. The economy of abundance and the feeding miracles 

2. The politics of dialogue in the awareness of Jesus that he has been 

‘touched’. Where the outsider woman can challenge Jesus, and  

3. The subjective practice of religion in Jesus’ parable of the 

importunate widow who is a voice from below who incessantly 

addresses power. 

 

The Gospels are filled with exhortations about alternative narratives, like 
Ephesians 4:31 -- “Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and wrangling and slander, together with all malice…” 
 
“And Jesus authorized and enacted a morality that in effect subverts the 
claims and practices of the empire: “ The morality of Jesus preaches is 
reckless, extravagant, improvident, over-the-top, a scandal to actuaries and 
a stumbling bloc to real estate agents:  forgive your enemies, give away 
your cloak as well as your coat, turn the other cheek, love those who insult 
you, walk the extra mile, take no thought for tomorrow.”  [Terry Eagleton, 
Reason, Faith and Revolution] 
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Jesus’ transformative action in his attentivenes to those on the margins.  “It 
is precisely from this practice of empowerment of the disqualified that 
evokes a different kind of community… an alternative in terms of the “fruits 
of the Spirit”.  These fruits contradict the empire with its ‘works of the flesh.’  
…  Carrington in Galatians Re-Imagined,  writes, This alternative of fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.  This list also includes forgiveness a stance unknown and 
unacceptable to empire: “be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”  [Ephesians 4:32] 
 
… We can recall that on Good Friday“ he curtain of the temple was torn 
and the centurion observed the earthquake that ensured on that Friday, the 
centurion was moved to a staggering awareness that Mathew narrated in 
this way: “Truly this man was God’s Son.”  [Mt. 27:54] That awesome 
moment of awareness on the part of the armed agent to the empire in the 
narrative acknowledgement was a) that the narrative of Jesus as Son of 
God is true and b) that the narrative of Caesar to whom the centurion had 
owed allegiance is false.” 
 
Isaiah is the best know voice of hope in ancient Israel and thus we again 
hear prophetic traditions that are pivotal points that a new orientation 
becomes possible as hope overrides despair.… Through the covenantal-
prophetic tradition is grounded in relational reality, it knows that what is 
required for the happiness and safety of the body politic and requires the 
habits of justice, righteousness, and steadfast love….Prophetic rhetoric, 
faithful to the claims of covenant, states the matter in a deep and non-
negotiable either/or: 
 
Either ideology or realism 
Either denial or grief 
Either despair or hope.” 
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The End of Membership as We Know It 
Summary and Comments of Sarah L.A. Saldek’s Book 

By Sally Timmel 
 

When I had a short conversation with one of the Pilgrim Place board 
members about the regional workshops I have been doing with the Grail, 
she loaned me a copy of this book called The End of Membership as We 
Know It.  Although this book is really about more business-type 
associations [the Chamber of Commerce, or the Antique Association, or 
…..] I found some interesting insights that could be helpful to us in the Grail 
at this time.  The following is a short summary of this book.  (Sally Timmel) 
 
”The United States is on the brink of the largest shift in human capital in 
history.  Most of our nation’s companies, government, and non-profit 
organizations are vastly unprepared for the loss of their leadership and 
most loyal talent.” [p 49]  Why does Saldek say this? 
 
“While membership associations have been in existence since the 1600’s, 
we can look back in history and see that the time between 1946 and 2000 
were stand-out years for most associations.  The active support of the Baby 
Boomers, the largest generation in American History, coupled with the 
participation of their predecessors, the Traditional Generation, 
membership… thrived… 
 
“Yet, as the saying goes, what goes up must come down.  Starting in 2000, 
associations would experience a barrage of challenges that would weaken 
their positions… and forever alter their futures.  Eventually, the bubble 
burst.”  There was September 11, 2001 and new options for service and 
value to members helped through those tragic times.  On October 6, 2008, 
the Great Recession began.  With persistent unemployment, the continuing 
decline in home values and inflation started to take its toll. 
 
“On January 1, 2011, America’s organizations braced themselves for the 
retirement wave.  For years our nation’s leaders have been concerned 
about the arrival of 2011.  It’s long been predicted that this will be the year 
that launches our nation‘s enterprises [and organizations] into a downward 
spiral composed of retirement waves and talent turnover.  Some have even 
referred to it as ‘the perfect storm’.  The recession softened this blow as 
some Boomers opted to postpone their retirement.  Nonetheless, that year 
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alone, 2.8 million Boomers retired, which marked the beginning of the end 
of the workforce as we have known it.   
 
“We can’t predict the future with any certainty, but we do know that 
organizations have forever been altered.  These changes facing us today 
are significantly more substantial that what was faced in the 1930’s and 
1940’s.  … Two key factors have evolved that will present 
organizations from ever having success by doing things the way they 
have been done in the past three centuries:  technology and 
demographic shifts.  
 
“From now until 2030, every eight seconds someone will turn 65.  This shift 
in human capital – the largest shift in our country’s history – poses the 
greatest threat to organizations because most of them remain entirely 
governed and supported by the Baby Boomer generation, and few have or 
are developing strategies to cushion themselves from this massive exodus 
of board member’s, committee chairs, and dedicated volunteers.  
According to the Board Source’s Non-profit Governance Index, only 2 
percent of board members are under 30 years old. 
 
“Couple with social changes that have emerged in the last 20 years, such 
as work-life balance and a societal movement away from conformity 
towards individuality, we now have generations with dramatically different 
needs, values, wants and expectations…. Like it or not, joining an 
[organization] doesn’t necessarily top the next generation’s list of things to 
do.   
 
“The Boomer-centric associations still think they can launch something new 
and it will resolve all their recruiting woes.  These [organizations] have 
overlooked the simple fact that the vast majority of their membership will 
retire in the next decade or two – and the generations to follow are radically 
different from the generations of the past two centuries…  
The Boomer-centric organizations will refuse to change or fear change.  
These are considered endangered species and likely will be extinct by the 
year 2020. 
 
Another reason organizations are endangered is because some are trying 
to be all things to all people.  This is a sure way to fail.  Niches are what all 
successful services [missions] have in common.  By setting ourselves 
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apart, one seeks to be meaningful to some – not everyone – and the rest 
will follow.  
 
The culture of an organization speaks volumes.  Those with positive, 
engaging, service-oriented cultures attract those who can add value to their 
missions.  “That organizations that are close-minded, downright off-putting 
and exclusive and with hostile cultures, often don’t even realize they have 
such a culture, or if they see it, have a hard time correcting the negativity.  
Some red flags: 

 High turnover among staff, volunteers or board; 

 Difficulty recruiting or retaining members, 

 Negative feedback from members or others 

 Emotional outburst like arguments, storming out of meetings, or no-

shows with excuses.” 

 
“Here is why culture matters:  younger generations are driven by personal 
happiness. They refuse to engage in anything negative, challenging, or 
draining of their time and energy.  Boomers are driven by the opportunity to 
serve and will gladly make an effort to ‘fix” what is ailing your organization.  
That’s not the case with the new generation.  They expect a great 
experience and want to affiliate themselves with a great cause. [my 
emphasis]  Negative, unorganized, stressful situations are a sure-fire way 
to create an escape hatch for them. [P 10] 
 
“Never, ever make a habit of resting on your laurels or cite networking as a 
reason to join.   Too many organizations make the mistake of launching in 
their speech or website with some verbiage about how long they have been 
in existence.  This may be interesting, even impressive… It is not what you 
do and it has nothing to do with where you are going.  Likewise, network is 
not a value, but an activity and not exclusive to any organization.  Thanks 
to technology, people can easily find the people they want to network.  
What will grab your potential audience, get them to sit up and say “wow!’  
 
Embracing Change.  “When you’re finished changing, you’re 
finished.” [Benjamin Franklin] 
 
“Leadership and long time members of at-risk organisations will 
unknowingly adopt an entitlement syndrome, believing that the problem 
really isn’t as bad as it seems and everything will pan out just fine. … The 
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failure to anticipate the future will guarantee greater frustration and conflict 
during decline, which usually occurs during times of reduced financial 
strength, and that is where mot organizations are finding themselves right 
now. 
 
This book then goes into strategies for associations [like the New England 
Law Library Consortium] that embraced alliances, way beyond New 
England.  This way exceeding their original identity of themselves and at 
the same time brought new blood and energy to old and new alike. 
 
A FEW HINTS.  As this book is focussed on associations and very different 
from a spiritual community, I took several insights that might apply to the 
Grail.   

 Organizations that do well bringing in new members treat new 

potential members with sensitivity with deep interest in the new 

members’ experiences, 

 Listening to new members’ points of view and individual ways of 

being together, 

 Generate new ideas and create alternative ways to do things.  Trust 

is not built from trying to win personal victories – being collaborative, 

not competitive that can make for a nasty environment. 

 Encourage feedback and discussions – for example, lunch meetings 

with 6+ new and old members, or online chats. 

 If multiple strategies, have one person who holds and initiates each 

strategy. 

 Be sure you have a clear mission that is based on the needs of those 

whom you wish to engage.  Vibrant communities and not business 

meetings.  This may mean redefining community. 

 Telling our story also needs to be timely. 

 Know that the perfect is the enemy of the good.  Just try things out – 

evaluate – and try again.  

 
TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP.  Some of the following may apply to the Grail, 
but Sladek lists:  customized, electronic, international, multitier, and open 
membership models.  What seemed perhaps more interesting to the Grail 
include: 

 Lifetime membership 
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 Career and life transition membership 

 Student membership 

 Young professional membership [or what we once had Women with 

Children Network] 

 [we can name a number of others, and have done so as Grail] 

 

Steps forward.  Sladek suggests that an organization has to have the 
following: 

 A focus 

 Goal-setting 

 Out reach 

 Troubleshooting [foresee obstacles and lessen them before you start 

and have people in place to do this] 

 Measurable outcomes [she says:  The greatest failure is not to failing 

to plan, but in failing to implement a plan.] and to use 90 days 

benchmarks. 

 
My conclusions.  Although this book is not that profound, its title intrigued 
me.  There may be some kernels that we may glean from her.  Maybe even 
one or two ideas, could tap into our collective creativity.  As I remember Sr. 
Simone’s statement, Hope is a Communal Effort.  (Sally Timmel) 
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Book Review: Women of Vision: Sixteen 

Founders of the International Grail Movement 
 By Marian Ronan and  Mary O’Brien (Apocryphile Press, 2017) 

By Jackie DiSalvo 

This informative and moving account of the founders of the Grail should be 
read and discussed by all its members, who may find that, like me, it makes 
one fall in love with our movement all over again. Having met some of 
these remarkable women, just seeing their names brought tears to my 
eyes, and despite all my years in the Grail, I found many eye-opening 
revelations. The book, moreover, offers us an invaluable tool for introducing 
and attracting new women to the movement.  

Drawing on interviews included in the book, it tells the stories of Grail 
leaders from eight nations on four continents during four eras: 1920-1940: 
Lydwine van Kersbergen, Rachel Donders, Frances van der Schott, and 
Hilda Canters (Netherlands); 1940-1953: Mary Louise Tully and Eileen 
Schaeffler (USA), Elizabeth (Bep) Caminada and Antonia (Ton) Brouwer 
(Netherlands); Magdalene Oberhoffer (Germany); 1953-1970: Maria 
Teresa Santa Clara Gomes and Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo (Portugal), 
Marie Elizabeth (Mimi) Marechal, (Belgium), Rebecca Nebrida 
(Philippines); 1957-2001: Elizabeth Estancia Namaganda (Uganda), Imelda 
Alfred Gauwra and Honorata Lubero Frances Mvungi (Tanzania).   

Marian Ronan's overview shows how the convergence in the Grail of the 
most advanced Catholic tendencies put it on the cutting edge. The lay 
apostolate offered these adventurous women an alternative to marriage or 
the convent. The Catholic Intellectual Revival informed the Grail's 
rethinking of Christianity and redefinition of its mission of "conversion of the 
world" to mean building the ”Kingdom of God on Earth” through a  
transformation of society. As a leader in liturgical renewal, the Grail 
developed a ritual life that drew on all the arts and gave us the joys of being 
a singing community. Especially, however, the Grail’s pioneering 
commitment to women's leadership infused both the personal choices of 
these women and their work to develop others  

These were women who broke dramatically with the norms of their 
societies. They acquired educations uncommon for women whether Maria 
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de Lourdes engineering degree or Elizabeth Namaganda’s being the only 
educated girl in her village, and provided it to others  through schools for 
girls in Tanzania, nurses' training in Uganda, and the teaching of literacy, 
catechetics, liberation theology, class analysis, health, parenting, and job 
skills. They made enormous sacrifices, leaving home and family for 
Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong, Burundi, Australia, America etc., giving up 
their middle class backgrounds to live among the poor in Uganda, Brazil, 
Detroit. They heroically and fearlessly took great risks: the Dutch hiding 
Jews from the Nazis and white South Africans sneaking into a black 
township. They repeatedly embraced major changes in life styles, beliefs 
and environments. Europeans Africanized themselves and the Grail. 
Everywhere they struggled for social justice: Maria de Lourdes as Prime 
Minister of Portugal after its revolution, or Eileen Scaeffler, with her socialist 
heart, serving American workers in a government agency for women 
workers, and the New York Labor Chorus. Finally, while originally 
motivated by a strong Catholic faith and a love of prayer and liturgy, they 
evolved ever deeper, less orthodox and more feminine spiritualities, often 
conceiving the Divine as an immanence of the Spirit in humanity and the 
cosmos, renovating the Church in East Africa, reaching out to non-
Catholics, non-Christians, and even non-theists, such as the Zen Buddhists 
Mimi Marechal brought to the Tiltenberg,  

As we attempt to figure out the Grail’s future, we can only be inspired and 
enlightened by this wonderful presentation of its past. 

 

Introduction to Young Women’s Statement 

IGA 2017 
 

By Lisa Petro 
 
Imagine roughly 80 women from over 20 countries coming together, 
carrying with them stories, experiences and multiple perspectives, all to 
enrich each other’s lives and the state of the world. This colorful landscape 
is backdropped against the warm air of Fatima, Portugal, radiating with a 
collective spiritual energy, resonating with songs and languages that reflect 
the depth of each woman’s culture, values, and heart. An ecosystem of life 
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and love, communing over a 96-year legacy committed to cross-cultural 
dialogue, social impact, and the religious and spiritual path. 
Sounds powerful, doesn’t it? It was.  
 
Now imagine witnessing this, being a young woman, perhaps a new 
member, or someone who has been drawn to the Grail as a third or fourth 
generation participant. Consider the well of information inside of the Grail; 
the history, the work, the various transformations. Layer that with the 
variety of cultures and languages present, the current social issues at 
hand, and the company of women who have dedicated decades to the 
movement. This experience offered a unique vantage point, an opportunity 
to absorb wisdom while simultaneously viewing from fresh eyes, with new 
approaches to new ways of being in the world.  
 
It was easy to identify the young women who were present. For some we 
lacked relatedness, perhaps we kept closely to our sisters from our national 
groups. For others we walked around wide-eyed, wanting to soak up every 
chance at knowing and interacting with our more seasoned sisters. 
However, there was one thing in common, we all felt a sense of 
unsureness; not delegates, and for some, not full members, no long 
trajectories of Grail leadership.  
 
It occurred to us that we needed to connect with one another, to follow in 
the footsteps of our sisters and unite, and to inquire about our place here. 
Nina Hendricks and myself sat down with Abida Jamal, who many young 
women in the Grail lovingly view as a mentor, and asked her if we could get 
space to read a young women’s statement. Abida helped us to connect the 
dots, and create a gathering of the 7 young women ranging from ages 20-
40 attending the IGA. Our group included Rita Gonzaga and Florinda 
Anaina from Angola, Montse Fregoso from Mexico, Joana Filipa Munguabe 
from Mozambique, Nina Hendricks and Sibongile Grecia Jakatyana from 
South Africa and myself, Lisa Petro from the United States of America.  
Across 3 languages, we met to share about our points of view, to develop 
critical questions about the Grail and to determine some ways we believe 
we can participate more fully.  
 
The conversation itself was a beautiful experience. Something we 
discovered was that there are real issues, specific to our generations, 
which may not have been a reality for our sisters before us. For example, 
all of us, across 5 countries, saw the impact of gender identity as having a 
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viable place in society. We found that we believe inclusion is imperative, 
and we want to crack open issues around racism, sexual orientation and 
boys and men in Feminism. We also agreed that we would like to see more 
self-reflective work, where Grail members address their own perspectives, 
gaining an understanding of their cultural, social, and emotional views, and 
the way it impacts the Grail and the world. We came to the conclusion that 
we would like to contribute our view point to the leadership in the Grail, and 
we would ask for a space to participate, question, challenge and support 
decision making dialogue.  
 
The result of our meeting was a young women’s statement, composed by 7 
young women in the Grail, from different backgrounds, but a unified vision. 
We hope to share this proceeding statement far and wide in the Grail, that 
you who have come before us reconnect with what it was like to be a new 
participant, and that you will not only be there to support us and love us, 
but to also give us confidence and wings.  With great love, Lisa Petro 

 

Young Women’s Statement IGA 2017 

Fatima, Portugal 
 

On this 22nd day of July, 2017, in Fatima, Portugal at the Grail International 
General Assembly, the young women members and explorers present 
would like to share this official statement of reflection with the delegates, 
participants and International Leadership Team members.  
 
We would like to begin by sharing our deepest gratitude, appreciation and 
love for the opportunity to be present with so many amazing Grail women 
at the 2017 IGA. We are humbled by your experiences, knowledge and 
dedication.  
 
What we learned: 

 We have learned about the deeper structures of the Grail, the ways of 
assembly and facilitation, formation and processes. 

 We have learned a renewed sense of hope made possible through 
your wisdom and guidance. 

 We have learned about the richness of the intergenerational 
experience 
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 We have learned that the Grail was built by young women who were 
brave enough to take a stand for a more just and sustainable world, 
who eventually transformed into empowered sages of the world.  

 We have learned the importance of communication and developing 
opportunities for everyone to learn another language. 

 We have learned that as young women in the Grail, through our own 
connection, we speak the same language of change.  

 We have learned that the work of community and shared vision can 
be challenging, but essential.  

 
What we wonder: 

 We wonder what is a young woman’s place and space in the Grail? 

 We wonder how we can participate in the leadership of the Grail? 

 We wonder how we can participate in building dialogue for young 
women about membership, inter-faith and spirituality, and formation? 

 We wonder if we can shift the conversation of mentor to one that 
exhibits a shared power and mutual learning relationships? 

 We wonder in what ways we can grow our commitment and transform 
leadership in the Grail? 

 
What we recommend: 

 We recommend a wider space for young women to contribute to the 
Grail as not only capable and empowered participants, but also mirror 
reflections of our foremothers.  

 We recommend that young women and girls have a space to address 
our current realities and global issues that include: 

o Racism 
o Gender Identity 
o Sexual Orientation 
o Inclusion 
o Climate Change and 

Environment 
o Interreligious  
o Spirituality 

o Boys and Men in 
Feminism 

o Exploring and 
understanding the 
impact of our own bias, 
judgement and 
emotional responses 

 

 We recommend that we go beyond our work in communities with the 
Sustainable Development Goals to contribute to and inform decision making 
and the direction of the Grail. 
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 We recommend continued programs, such as Sacred Activism, which allow 
young women and girls to come together to discuss relevant issues and 
solutions, and that a space be provided to bring several delegates to the IGA 
to share about the report on this time together.  

 We recommend that these delegates have a platform to inform the 
International Grail on these issues and a collective vote at future sessions.  

 We recommend the GLUNN proposal for the expansion of young women and 
girls leadership programs internationally.  
 

In conclusion, we request the 2017 IGA accept our statement with love and consider 
our perspectives and recommendations as a genuine contribution to the 
sustainability of the Grail. We ask that this be recognized as a symbol of our 
commitment and love for the Grail and for all who are a valuable part of the Grail 
mission.  May God bless all participants and all or sisters back home. We look to 
share with all who could not be here so that they feel present in this assembly.  
 
Statement Authors: 
Rita Gonzaga- Angola 
Florinda Anaina- Angola 
Montse Fregoso- Mexico 
Joana Filipa Munguabe- Mozambique 
Nina Hendricks- South Africa 
Sibongile Grecia Jakatyana- South Africa 
Lisa Petro- United States of America 

If I were really asked to define myself, I wouldn’t start with race; I wouldn’t start with blackness; I 

wouldn’t start with gender; I wouldn’t start with feminism. I would start with stripping down to 

what fundamentally informs my life, which is that I’m a seeker on the path. I think of feminism, 

and I think of anti-racist struggles as part of it. But where I stand spiritually is, steadfastly, on a 

path about love. 

-bell hooks 
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Ruth Ellen Vargas 
 
Ruth Vargas died at the Pendleton Center in Mystic, Connecticut, on August 16th, 
and Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Mary’s Church in Stonington, 
Connecticut, on August 24th. She was the senior surviving member  of the Vargas-
Sylvia family, which long operated a local ice business.  She was 99 years old and 
until early May 2015 she lived at her family home at Vargas Corners in Stonington. 
 
Ruth was born in Stonington on March 4th, 1918, the third child of Joseph A. and 
Mary Young Vargas.  She graduated from Stonington High School in 1936, and in 
1939 received her registered-nurse certificate at the Grace-New Haven School of 
Nursing.  She started her nursing career in private nursing in the Stonington area 
and industrial nursing at the Hamilton Propellor Company in Pawcatuck. 
 
Ruth enlisted in the United States Navy in 1944 and received a commission as an 
ensign in the Navy Nurse Corps.  She was stationed at Camp Pendleton, near 
Oceanside, California and St. Albans Naval Hospital in Queens, N.Y. 
 
After her first service in the Navy, she was the office nurse for the late Dr. Hartford P. 
Gongaware in westerly.  With strong credentials for teaching and inspiring women, 
she was also active in the Girl Scouts, serving as a co-leader of the Stonington 
Senior Girl Scout troop in the late 1940s. 
 
She was recalled into the Navy Nurse Corps at the time of the Korean War and was 
stationed at the Philadelphia Hospital, the Yokusuka Naval Hospital in Japan.  
Massive numbers of U.S. Marine Corps injuries were sustained during her time there 
and they were evacuated to Yokusuka in large waves.  The South Korean 
government recently recognized the valor of those receiving and attending these 
casualties.  Her comment was “I was only one.  Everyone worked around the clock”. 
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Later, she was responsible for the procurement of Navy nurses for the Third Naval 
District, centered on New York City, which included 108 nursing schools.  After a 
total of ten years of service, she retired from the Navy as lieutenant commander. 
 
She then spent two years at the Grail Overseas Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y., before 
coming to the Year School at Grailville October, 1959 through 1961.  She 
participated as a staff member at the Grail Center in San José, California, until she 
retired in 1983 and returned to her home in Stonington.   
 
In retirement, she made a trip around the world visiting Grail centers.  In 1985 she 
attended the United Nations conference on the empowerment of women, in Nairobi, 
Kenya.  She also led an active life locally, volunteering at the Stonington Historical 
Society’s Old Lighthouse Museum and its Palmer House.  She joined the Mystic 
River Chorale, participating in a European concert tour.  She was the major 
caregiver for most of her family in their last illnesses.  She was an active member of 
St. Mary’s parish serving as a Eucharistic minister and lector for many years. 
 
She was predeceased by her parents and by her sisters, Vera Vargas Cregan and 
Margaret Vargas D’Avanzo, and by her brothers, Joseph, Richard and Austin. 
 
She is survived by her sister-in-law, Patricia F.  Vargas, of Westerly and her nieces 
Anne Cragan Connerton and Mary Cragan Motherway,  both of Stonington, Jane 
Cragan Duffy of Westwood, Mass., Susanne Vargas Toszko of Ashaway, R.I., Isobel 
Vargas Schultz of Robinsville, N.J., and Sharon A. Vargas of Rockport, Maine.  Her 
surviving nephews are Richard A. Vargas of Thomaston, Maine, Joseph and Michael 
Vargas of Stonington, and David H. Vargas of Rocky Hill, Connecticut. 
 
Ruth’s niece Anne Connerton can be reached at 807 Stonington Road, Stonington, 
CT 06378-2823, phone: 860-535-1093. 
 
Please submit your remembrances for inclusion in the October Gumbo by 
Wednesday, October 4th to publications @grail-us.org or to National Office, 931 
O’Bannonville Road, Loveland, OHIO 45140. 
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

6 Joy France 1 Duanne Welsch 

7 Lucy Jones 1 Jody  Grundy 

8 Emily Thomas 2 Margaret Kane 

9 Frances McLaughlin 4 Lin Jacobs  

9 Linda Suter 4 Nancy Traer  

9 Rebecca Kremer Hill 5 Mary Kay Louchart  

9 Carolyn Vadala 6 Jean Kearns 

10 Martha Heidkamp 6 Emilia Thomas  

11 Shellie Owens 9 Peg Linnehan  

12 Anne Mercier 13 Rita Ponessa  

18 Cay Charles 16 Frances Martin  

20 Alexa Kane 16 Lyllis Ling  

20 Joyce Asfour 17 Sharon Joslyn  

23 Teresa Wilson 17 Thanh Nguyen  

25 Audrey Sorrento 23 Jeanne Daniher  

26 Mary Emma Kuhn 23 T. Rose Holdcraft  

30 Ann Burke 24 Debra Lambo  

30 Megan Monteleone-Morrison 25 Maria de Groot  

  26 Roberta Gill  

  27 Jada Semidey-Green  

    

    

    

    

    

Grail Birthdays 


