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Una Mae Hargrave 
Una  
 

My friend, my guide, my mentor 
You always sought me out  
And I you... 
 

We would talk  
You were a listener 
You were a presence 
Your being was an affirmation 
 

I miss you  
I will miss your strength, your quiet 
wisdom 
And your ever listening presence 
I love you dear friend  
 

Gumbo will never be the same  
Without you across the table from us  
With Cajun music in the background  
And chicory coffee in our cups 
 

10/19/17  -   Beth Wasmer  

 

 

Memory of Una Mae 
 
In the North, they called her “Una,” but at home in Louisiana, we always called her 
“Una Mae.”  She functioned as Communications Central within the whole large set of 
Grail members in Louisiana, as the primary host for Grail gatherings, as the major 
giver of help and encouragement for everyone in trouble, and people loved her for it. 
 

Una Mae was the one who encouraged me to move to Louisiana in the 1980s. She 
knew that I had been working for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, but that the move of 
Archbishop Bernardin from Cincinnati to become Cardinal Archbishop of Chicago 
had complicated my life. Only months after I had settled into a new job developing 



lay ministry in the neighboring Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, the position of Director 
of the Office of Justice and Peace in the Diocese of Lafayette came open. Although 
Una Mae had been active in her Catholic church parish, she believed she did not 
have the educational qualifications to hold down such a diocesan-level job. 
 

Knowing about her grassroots work for many years in civil rights and poverty issues, 
I encouraged Una Mae to apply for that position. She was hesitant. I had to impress 
upon her the value of her experience and her exercise of leadership relative to such 
a position on the diocesan level. That reaction was characteristic: she so 
underestimated the value of what she did. 
 

Decades later, as Lafayette’s Diocesan Director of the Office of Justice and Peace, 
Una had acquired multiple awards in recognition of her work.  Hundreds of people in 
the Lafayette area had benefitted by what she was able to accomplish in that 
position, through hurricanes and floods and all sorts of crises. Bishop Michael Jarrell 
– first my bishop-boss in Houma-Thibodaux and then hers in Lafayette – came out of 
retirement to celebrate her funeral Mass. Many people cried. Una was valued not 
only by her Grail sisters but by so many people, especially by those who are poor, in 
the community she loved. 
 

-Marian Schwab 
 

                       
 

 

Peace & Love –  
 

I'm still recovering from the shock & sadness of Una Mae's sudden passing which I 
read in the Gumbo - She was a dear friend who I would always call when I would 
arrive at my brother's place in south Louisiana. So during my visit in the USA she 
would always organize a lovely get together w/ the Louisiana Grail group to renew 



friendships, news & views. She will always be in my heart & memory as a generous, 
dynamic Grail woman in the struggle for justice & peace - in her caring, loving way 
she was a strong presence for the frail in need & especially during devastating 
tropical storms so common in the Louisiana area - She made a difference  Now her 
mission is over - a life of caring & serving - now together w/ so many Grail sisters in 
the heavenly realm -rest in peace - your example & spirit are forever w/ us - I will 
miss you - abraços/love –  
 

-Marina Kay Kryvanick  
 

                
 

 

Peace, many thanks for sharing the news of Una Mae's passage into eternal life. 
Indeed, Una Mae has been an inspiration to me. 
 

While serving as a volunteer on the Dryad Team helping in programming at Grailville 
in 1989, Audrey Sorrento kindly gave me a free trip to Louisiana. There I met great 
Grail women like Sarah Broussard with her brother, Roland, Anita, Alice, Marian S, 
and of course our departed and dear Una Mae. I was very impressed with her work 
on justice and peace as well as her austere and simple lifestyle. I grieve with you at 
her passing away and will offer prayers for her eternal joy and peace.  
 

May Una Mae's Grail spirit continue to guide us all! 
 

Much love, Jeanette V. Loanzon  

 

 
  



 
 

Dear Members of the Grail in USA – and all who mourn for Una Mae – 
 
 

The call to eternal life came unexpected and the answer was given immediately, and 
you who knew her and lived and worked with her must be shocked and saddened – 
only the fact that she is fulfilled now in the face of the Lord – that her love and 
happiness are now eternal and totally whole, might give you comfort. – We, some 
members of the Grail Germany, met Una Mae in Milford 2013 and experienced her 
so much as a joyful and caring woman, wise and fully Grail at heart and we feel with 
you the sorrow and the loss. Please, accept our condolences – we are united with 
you in spirit and in prayer and will keep Una Mae in our hearts. 
 

   Christa Werner, Maria Kaiml and Silvana Ferraguti 
   National Leadership Team on behalf of the entire Grail in Germany 
 

 

Una 
 

Una and I met at Grailville in the early ‘50’s. When she came back to Louisiana to 
live and work in Lafayette I was also here so we reconnected. She has been a good 
friend, even was Veronica Forbes’ proxy Godmother to our son. We have always 
lived a few miles from each other so could keep in touch frequently. The year that 
she was responsible for the beginning of Head Start she was able to hire me as it 
was only a short program to start with and I needed employment. It kept food on our 
table that summer. 
 

Una was the bonding force for our Grail group.  I have fond memories of getting 
“Gumbo” in the mail. Maybe some people don’t know that it was our group who 
named the monthly newsletter “Gumbo”. She would get it printed and then several of 
us folded and stamped it for mailing.  
 

Una did so much for our area. She was active in interracial programs one of which 
was Southern Consumers Co-op. There were also programs in the surrounding 
areas to help women improve their lives. She also worked for The Council on Aging 
for a few years and improved their outreach programs. During her many years at the 
Peace and Justice Office for our diocese she developed many programs and worked 
tirelessly. One great story… after hurricane Andrew many areas were without 
electricity for quite some time, so all the banks were closed. Lafayette had electricity 
within a day so she brought several thousands of dollars to the outlying areas so 
people could purchase food. I asked her if she wasn’t frightened driving by herself 
with all that cash and her response was “It had to be done”. Una participated in 
Habitat for Humanity for many years. 
 

On a personal level we were good friends and frequently celebrated our birthdays as 
they are a month apart. We always laughed that for one month we were the same 
age. This past spring as I was leaving her home I noticed that her Christmas cacti 



needed some attention and reminded her of that. She gave me one plant which is 
now in full bloom, so I talk to her everyday as I see the lovely flowers. 
 
- Angele Smith  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ann Kraus Jan   1 

Deborah Silvestri Jan   1 

Teagan Blackburn Jan   2 

Kate Twohy Jan   4 

Dottie Cortez Jan   5 

Judith DeFour-Howard Jan   6 

Cheron Holman Jan   7 

Lynn Louchart-Kiefer Jan   7 

Laura Pagoada-Mellado Jan   9 

Elizabeth Murphy Jan  10 

Elizabeth Rose Jan  11  

Margarita Cabrera Jan  15 

Marjorie Toups Jan  20 

Terry Marshall Jan  22 

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson Jan  23 

Kathleen Walzer Jan  28 

Laura Hershberger Jan  29 

Ann Steffy Jan  30 

Monica Thyberg Dec   1 

Beth Wasmer Dec   4 

Marie Therese McDermit Dec   5 

Mary Kay Delgado Dec   5 

Helen Culleton Dec   8 

elmira Nazombe Dec  13 

Viola La Fosse Dec  13 

Gail Malley Dec  14 

Mary DiVito Dec  14 

Pamela Hall Dec  19 

Joyce Minkler Dec  19 

Julia Almaguer Dec  19 

Lea Grundy Dec  22 

Jean Wilson Dec  22 

Nancy Richardson Dec  29 

Taya Doro-Mitchell Dec  29 

Carol Nosko Dec  29 

Patricia Dillon Dec  29 

Kathy Hurley Dec  31 

Grail  

Birthdays 

View at Cornwall 


