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US Grail Climate Action Circle 

At the 2017 General Assembly several work groups were created.  We participated 

in an exercise developed to help us identify others with like minds and began a 

conversation relating to what work we wanted to do in the world.  Our group agreed 

that a critical issue of current times is climate change.   

Over the next year we will be rolling out videos, articles, emails and links through 

established Grail networks and social media.  Our main goal is to educate ourselves 

and the rest of the Grail on how to act politically and locally with regard to climate 

change and climate related issues.    

Here is an example of what one Grail member has been doing in her community.  

This article, written by Judith Blackburn, was published in the September 2017 

issue of the Global Justice Overcoming Poverty Network Bulletin.  As you read 

about Judith's work we hope you learn some new things and are inspired to find out 

what you can do in your own area. 

We invite you to share YOUR stories and updates on what efforts are taking place in 

your communities across the country.   

 

 
 

Thank you, 

Terri Carter, Ceci Figueroa, Cherie Holman, Megan Monteleone-Morrison, Trina 
Paulus, Marian Ronan, Emily Snyder and Beth Wasmer 

 

  



Anti - Fracking In Colorado 

Five years ago I wrote about my ‘Grail’ work in Colorado resisting the oil and gas 

industry as they fracked their way into my town, Longmont, and other front -range 

communities. My little group of activists called Our Longmont spearheaded an effort 

to get bipartisan voter approval to ban fracking within the city limits (see Global 

Justice Overcoming Poverty Bulletin Vol.2 – 6, November 2012). We got it in 2012 

across party lines, but the ban was eventually overturned by the Colorado Supreme 

Court. However, it kept Longmont frack - free until now. 

I want to acknowledge the myriad ways my own involvement in Grail programs 

prepared me for this work--everything from understanding systems analysis to 

learning how to facilitate participatory meetings. Since 2012 other nearby front- 

range communities, inspired by Longmont's example, have initiated their own forms 

of resistance to aggressive oil and gas development. When we began, most people 

did not even know what fracking was, that it took scarce water permanently out of 

the water cycle and that home owners in Colorado do not usually own the mineral 

rights underneath their own property. Further, we activists had to overcome 

misleading TV ads, fake 'grassroots’ groups, and politicians subsidized by oil and 

gas interests. The struggle and tactics have changed over the years and especially 

after an explosion this past spring in Firestone killed two men as it blew up a house 

that was too close to an improperly capped old gas flow line. It turns out there is no 

record kept of where such flow lines are, let alone a plan to test them for leakage. 

Before the Firestone explosion, most of us had worried about the various forms of air 

and water pollution that cause breathing problems and cancer, even to the point of 

affecting the birth weight of newborn children in proximity to wells. Now we worry 

about climate change being speeded up by burning fossil fuels and by vulnerabilities 

in infrastructure.. Since the Longmont case was settled on the basis of what is legal 

rather than on what is safe, short range profitability still trumps our long range 

welfare as Coloradans and as a species interconnected with all of creation. 

There is still work to be done, but I, personally, am worn out from this particular 

struggle. Going forward, I find myself morphing into a ‘renewable energy’ advocate 

rather than continuing to fight the frackers. I might be moved to local acts of civil 

disobedience, if it were done in the Standing Rock spirit of love, but so far I have not 

found a group here where activism and spirituality coexist as expressions of ‘the 

One’. In the meantime I am participating in the Sierra Club's Ready for 100 

campaign that is pushing businesses, mayors and governors to commit to 100% 

renewable electric energy by 2030. Ultimately, though, I think market forces may be 



on our side. Affordable renewable technology and storage are available now. Jobs in 

that sector will be plentiful as we make the inevitable transition. Furthermore, over 

leveraged oil conglomerates are in deep financial trouble, even if this is not yet 

acknowledged publicly. The grid, with its vulnerability to cyber-attacks and 

breakdowns, could be replaced by local production of energy. Something about that 

bottom up organizational structure appeals to me in our current political climate. 

Source: Judith Blackburn (Grail Colorado, USA) 

 

The following is a recent update from Judith on the continuing work - 
 

Update on the Update V 
 

The push to drill more “unconventional horizontal” fracking wells in my part of 

Colorado seems unstoppable even as many of the oil and gas corporations are in 

big financial trouble because of the low cost of gasoline and new developments in 

wind and solar that are bringing down the cost of renewables.  At the same time 

more and more people are moving into this area, drawn by high tech jobs and 

beautiful scenery.  Open space in Boulder County is now dotted with high-end 

housing developments, the new owners of which move in with no idea that fracking 

in their neighborhoods is immanent.  There is a constant need for outreach, 

community organizing, and educating—and those pressures have made it very 

difficult for me to retire from the “fractivist” cause. 
 

Boulder County is famous for being liberal in an otherwise conservative state.  So far 

Boulder County Commissioners have held off all but a few oil and gas 

developments.  But now huge projects involving several hundred wells on one well-

pad are in the midst of gaining permits from state regulators for open space land 

where corporations own the mineral rights.   
 

People who have lived here for any length of time now are much more aware of the 

dangers of fracking and the reality of climate change than they were when I first got 

involved six years ago.  Most also understand that Colorado politicians have been 

bought by the oil and gas industry.  Last year the industry funded a statewide 

campaign to make citizen-led statewide ballot initiatives much more difficult, 

requiring a percentage of signatures be gathered in each of Colorado’s 64 counties.  

Lawsuits initiated by the state against cities that tried to ban fracking have taught us 

that whoever does the suing gets to frame the issue that is debated in court.   When 

the state sues, the issue is pre-emption.  Creative lawyers on our side are working 

on new legal angles now so that citizens can initiate lawsuits against the industry 



rather than the other way around.  For example, young people are suing on the 

grounds that the industry is depriving them of their constitutional right to their future 

“life and the pursuit of happiness” by poisoning the air and water, etc.  Another new 

development is regional coalitions to prevent the industry from picking us off one 

individual or neighborhood at a time. 
 

It feels as though economics itself may be the deciding factor in this war of attrition 

as improvements in storage of wind and solar energy become readily available.  But 

will this come fast enough to prevent irreparable damage?  Besides, we still have the 

problem of pipelines to the coasts for shipping our oil and gas abroad.  This is no 

longer a matter of “energy independence.”  It is a matter of greed and profits at the 

expense of life on earth as we know it. 

   ~ By Judith Blackburn 

 

 
 

Una Mae Hargrave 
 

Una Mae Hargrave Memories 
  

I walk across the lawn and cross the road to continue down the wide path to the 
Oratory. I am walking with Una Mae. Mostly we don’t talk. When we do, something 
she says brightens my mind, sheds light on what I have been mulling over, opens 
my heart. 
 

Una Mae is strong and powerful as a great oak. She is never one of the first 
speakers in a plenary session discussion at a GA or other meeting. When she does 
move to the microphone, she speaks clearly, relying on a long history of being 
involved in the Grail, and on a keen mind to sift through the current issues. 
 

It is the year for a Retreat in the old Rota of GA, Retreat, National Meeting, back to 
GA. I cannot be there because of a conflict with my teaching contract. Someone has 
video-taped the talks which are held in the Oratory. There is a panel. I don’t 
remember what the main subject is. I can barely understand the video because of 
the acoustics problem in the Oratory. I have to replay the tape several times to put 
together some of the sentences. Una Mae says, there are three things one must ask 
herself before speaking, “Is what I am saying true? Is what I am saying necessary to 
be said? Is it kind?” That is really all I needed from that Retreat. 
 

I was so moved by the memories and tributes in the December GUMBO and decided 
to send this in response to them. 
 

- Mary Gene Devlin 



 

General Assembly 2017 Full Report 
                                                                                            
A revitalized and focused group of 63 Grail women worked diligently for 4 days 
during this GA. The results are captured in this report in two ways.  The first part of 
the report is a summary of our collective work.                                    ... Read more 
 
 
 

 

Grailville Auction Coming Soon! 
  

Over the last three years we have inventoried and sorted everything at Grailville in 
preparation for our move to the north side and eventual sale of south side. As 
reported in 2016, we have chosen to use Everything But The House as our auction 
house for several reasons: the sale is online (which means anyone can bid/take part 
regardless of location), they sort/photograph/prepare and ship all the sale items, and 
after the sale they will donate what can be donated (to St. Vincent DePaul—a local 
charity we support) and remove whatever is left.  
  

In preparation for this moment the Collections Committee: 

 Created a Heritage and Cultural Sub-Committee to review all items for 
importance and retention; 

 Invited the Grail at Grailville Committee to indicate what items they felt 
important to keep; 

 Contacted original artists to see if they wanted pieces returned; 

 Reached out to the Catholic Museum in Ohio to see if they would like to add 
liturgical art for their collection; and 

 Invited Grail members to make purchases in 2016. 

  

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/General-Assembly-Full-Report-G.pdf


As we are different from almost all their other clients, we have also negotiated with 
Everything But The House to review non-sale items before donation to make sure 
we cannot find a home for them elsewhere. 
  
The sale will be at the end of January.  We 
will share the exact dates and “how-tos” 
via Friday News, listServs, facebook and 
websites. 
  

As we close out this chapter, we need to 
finish one last Grail member sale.  The photo 
below is of a Ginger Legato painting which 
hung in the House of Joy.  It has been valued 
at $1900.00. If you would like to make an 
offer on this piece, please contact the office 
at 513-683-2340 extension 13 or send an 
email to  
admin@grail-us.org by January 20th. 
  
  

Terrie Puckett 
Director, Grailville 
  

tel:(513)%20683-2340
mailto:admin@grail-us.org


 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grail Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 

January & February 

 
Sue Ann Kraus 1-Jan

Deborah Silvestri 1-Jan

Teagan Blackburn 2-Jan

Kate Twohy 4-Jan

Dottie Cortez 5-Jan

Judith DeFour-Howard 6-Jan

Cheron Holman 7-Jan

Lynn Louchart-Kiefer 7-Jan

Laura Pagoada-Mellado 9-Jan

Elizabeth Murphy 10-Jan

Elizabeth Rose 11-Jan

Cynthia Cheyne 12-Jan

Margarita Cabrera 15-Jan

Marjorie Toups 20-Jan

Terry Marshall 22-Jan

Elizabeth Schickel-Robinson 23-Jan

Kathleen Walzer 28-Jan

Laura Hershberger 29-Jan

Ann Steffy 30-Jan

Mary Ellen Clifford 3-Feb

Mary Heidkamp 5-Feb

Rosa Maria Ruiz 6-Feb

Florence Marquez 8-Feb

Yvie Renda 13-Feb

Deborah Sullivan 15-Feb

Mpanda Kalala 16-Feb

Mary Ann McCarthy 18-Feb

Mary Ellen Camele 20-Feb

Laura Kaplan 23-Feb

Dorothy Rasenberger 25-Feb

Jackie DiSalvo 26-Feb


