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Why Laudato Si’ Matters  

By Marian Ronan 
  

June 2018 marks the third anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si: On Care for Our 

Common Home, Pope Francis’s encyclical on the environment.  And last July, the Grail’s 

International General Assembly in Portugal voted that the Grail around the world should read 

and discuss the encyclical. But why, you may be wondering, should we do so? 

At the most basic level, we should discuss the document because the climate catastrophe that is 

underway is one of the two greatest threats facing the human race in our time—the other being 

nuclear war. Laudato Si’ is a message challenging the whole world to the radical ecological 

conversion without which most living species, including the humans, risk extinction by the end of 

this century. But why, you may be asking, should we discuss a document by the head of the 

Catholic Church; surely secular or international bodies like the UN have something more 

valuable to offer? 

One reason for doing so is that the Catholic Church is the largest organization on earth, religious 

or secular, with one recognized leader, a leader characterized not long ago in the New York 

Times as the “global moral compass.” But it is also the case that Laudato Si’ is a truly radical 

document, calling for changes that go far beyond what individual governments or even 

international bodies have taken on. In it, Francis states unambiguously that climate change is 

one of the greatest challenges facing humanity in our day and calls out the consumerist, profit-

driven globalized economic system as its primary cause. "Never have we so hurt and mistreated 

our common home as we have in the last two hundred years," he states. He also accepts the 

scientific consensus that changes in the climate are largely caused by human activity and calls 

for replacing fossil fuels without delay. 
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Yet it is not these challenges to secular capitalist culture alone that make Laudato Si’ 

groundbreaking; the encyclical also introduces pivotal changes in Christian teaching and 

practice that have contributed shamefully to environmental destruction for centuries, as Naomi 

Klein argues convincingly in a New Yorker article published just after the encyclical’s release.* 

(And let me remind you, Naomi Klein is a secular Jewish feminist environmental activist, far from 

a  Vatican-lover.)  First of all, the encyclical is named after, and draws immediately on, St. 

Francis of Assisi’s “Canticle of the Sun,” comparing our common home to our “Sister, Mother 

Earth,” and arguing that the Bible has no place for a “tyrannical anthropocentrism unconcerned 

for other creatures.” Such a statement seriously undercuts the traditional teaching that God 

created the world specifically to be used by Adam and his descendants.  By maintaining that 

nature has value in and of itself, Francis is overturning long-established Christian notion that the 

earth is a misery to be transcended and a source of sin. 

Klein also suggests that Francis’s emphasis on care for creation rather than stewardship 

invokes a passion for creation, not just a duty toward it. This passion for the natural world, we 

learn, is part of the “Francis factor,” the power shift in the Catholic Church from the North and 

West to the Global South, where care and passion i are as important as rationalism and ordee. 

Laudato Si’ embodies that shift, including as it does quotes from Catholic bishops’ conferences 

across the Global South, and invocations of the wisdom of indigenous peoples. Such inclusions 

reflect the fact, according to Klein, that across the Global South the anti-nature elements of 

Christian doctrine never really took hold, and that the Church there embodies a fusion of Euro-

Christian teaching and indigenous cosmologies centered on a living and sacred Earth. All of this, 

Klein maintains, represents “a profound and radical shift from traditional Catholicism.” A number 

of the Pope’s conservative critics are inclined to agree. 

Yet feminist and LGBTQ Catholics have also been quite critical of Laudato Si. The LGBT 

magazine The Advocate believes the encyclical reinforces the Catholic Church’s oppression of 

transgender people by calling for “the acceptance of our bodies as gifts.” Along similar lines, 

Catholic feminists, including my esteemed colleague Jamie Mason, have criticized Laudato Si’ 

for opposing population control, given what they perceive as the impact of the modern 

population explosion on the environment. And, ironically, some very conservative Catholics, for 

example, First Things columnist Stephen Gennarini, agree with Manson, claiming that some of 

the most powerful passages in Laudato Si’ condemn abortion and population control. 

Yet these critics, feminist, LGBTQ, and conservative alike, when they are not just plain wrong in 

their analyses, misunderstand the significance of some of the nuanced changes Francis 

introduces with this encyclical. Now let me be clear here: I oppose the Church’s teaching on 

contraceptives (as do the vast majority of US Catholics, whether they say so or not). And I think 

the Church is hypocritical in its condemnation of abortion as long as it continues to ban 

contraceptives, since the use of contraceptives is one of the most effective ways to reduce the 

need for abortions 
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But the main thing Laudato Si’ says about population control is that it is not the cause of the 

current climate crisis; consumption is. And this statement is confirmed by many secular climate 

scientists. If the poorest three billion people on the planet were to disappear today, the 

greenhouse gas emissions that are causing climate change would not decrease at all. This is so 

because it’s the massive level of consumption in the North, where contraceptives are already 

widely available, that is destroying God’s creation. I read recently that the average American is 

responsible for seventy times the greenhouse gas emissions as the average Kenyan. 

As for the treatment of abortion, conservatives and liberals alike fail to grasp that Laudato Si’ 

changes Catholic teaching significantly, though not to the extent that some may wish. To grasp 

this nuanced shift, it is crucial to understand that since Vatican II, the Vatican and most Catholic 

bishops have taught that abortion is the most important of all social issues. Here’s Archbishop 

Joseph Naumann, recently elected head of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, explaining 

this: “The issues that pertain to family life, to marriage, to the dignity and sanctity of human life… 

have a priority in our Catholic social teaching.” And the teaching on abortion, he goes on to say, 

is “foundational.”  Yet Pope Francis writes that the sins of oppressing the poor and destroying 

creation are as grievous as abortion. This is an important change. 

Finally, feminists in the North—and especially here in the US—ought to be more appreciative of 

Laudato Si than many of them seem to be because the encyclical stresses that the poor—and 

especially people in the Global South—are those who will be devastated by our lack of “care for 

our common home.” And it is precisely women and their children in the Global South who will 

suffer and die in the highest numbers because of the climate catastrophes that are coming. 

Indeed, for some time now, women and girls in sub-Saharan Africa have been forced to haul 

water long distances because of climate-change related drought and environmental pollution, 

thus being deprived of education and even rest. Droughts are also causing massive food 

shortages; rising sea -levels are destroying homes and entire cultures; women are being 

widowed and their children orphaned by climate-induced wars; and increasing numbers of 

female climate refugees will be sex-trafficked. 

These developments should concern everyone, of course. But they should particularly concern 

us, as Grail, because some of the women and girls who are suffering from the climate 

catastrophe that Pope Francis addresses in Laudato Si’ are in fact our own Grail sisters, in sub-

Saharan Africa, in the Philippines, in Papua New Guinea, and elsewhere. What do you say we 

read and discuss Laudato Si’ together and then figure out what we can do for them? 

* https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/a-visit-to-the-vatican 

Marian Ronan is active in the national Grail Climate Action Circle and is co-author, with Mary O’Brien, of 

Women of Vision: Sixteen Founders of the International Grail Movement (Apocryphile Press 2017). 

  

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/a-visit-to-the-vatican
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Please Join Our Discussion of Laudato Si’ 

By Cherie Holman 
 

We are forming a telephone conference call group to discuss Laudato Si using the new Grail 

Study Document.  Please join us by phone for an hour each Wednesday at 7:00 pm, eastern 

daylight time, for 7 weeks beginning April 25.   

 

Sign up by calling or emailing the National Office. 513-683-2340 ext. 1 or office@grail-us.org. 

 

Download the study document at http://www.thegrail.org/images/pdf/LS%20english.pdf.  

 

The entire encyclical can be found at: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 

  

 

Grailville Women's Day Celebration 

By Terri Carter 
  

March 8th is a day celebrated all around the world as International Women's Day.  This year 

Grailville hosted a candlelight vigil in honor of the work being done by women all around the 

world. We began the evening singing (“We Join Our Voices”), then reading “Facts and Figures of 

Women Around the World” taken from a UN Women's Report.  There was time for quiet 

meditation and the reading of Valiant Woman by Sister Miriam Theresa Winter.  

Next, attendees were invited to recognize a woman they wanted to honor by naming her, telling 

of her work in the world and lighting a candle in her honor.  The candles were then placed on the 

Oratory altar. Very many of those named and honored were our Grail sisters from countries 

throughout the world. Our final reading was the powerful V'ahavta by Aurora Levins Morales.  

Our final song was the joyful song Siyahamba, taught to us by the Grail in South Africa.   

The weather outside was a cold and windy March evening but the Oratory was toasty warm and 

filled with goodwill, hope, appreciation and joy.  If felt good to bring the community together and 

to reflect on our sisters near and far and the work being done by the women of the world. 

 

 

mailto:office@grail-us.org
http://www.thegrail.org/images/pdf/LS%20english.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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US Grail Anti-Racism Working Group 
By Anti-Racism Group 

 

We are writing to inform you of the new US Grail Anti-Racism Working Group. This group 

emerges from the November 2017 US Grail General Assembly—both from an evening 

discussion that involved half of the GA participants, and a working group during the GA.  The 

group is tasked with leading the Grail in a commitment voted on by the General Assembly:  

The US Grail commits its collective power to becoming Anti-Racist internally and 

externally, viewing ALL our activities through an Anti-Racist lens. 

 

As such, we are not an affinity group.  We understand our task as working with all of you in a 

cross-cutting way to consider how every aspect of the US Grail, from our meetings, affinity 

groups, council, finances, priority concerns and engagements can use a racial justice lens and 

move us towards becoming an anti-racist organization.   

The group is co-chaired by Renee Wormack-Keels and Carol Barton, and includes Carol 

Skyrm, Cecilia Figueroa, Lenie Schaareman, Marian Schwab, Loretta Rokey, Lillian Wall, 

Mary Gindhart, Pamela Cobey, and our generous scribe, Nancy Richardson.   

The team meets monthly.  We began by looking together at core concepts of anti-racism.  It’s 

about understanding how systems of institutionalized racism create differential outcomes for 

white people and people of color regardless of intent.  This means that it’s not about attitudes or 

personal behaviors, but about systems of power.  It also means that we are not about guilt-

 
 

 
Laura Hershberger and Lenie 

Schaareman lighting a candle 

Various guests from  
the community 

The Oratory Altar 



6 
 

Gumbo  - APRIL 2018 

baiting.  We are on a journey to understand how these systems work in all aspects of our 

society, including within the Grail, and how we can transform those systems.   

The team spent time reading the thesis written by Grail member Robin Sclafani about the 

Grail’s history and efforts to address racism.  We learned that we have a rich history of efforts to 

take on racism, but that they tended to focus more on diversity of participants than on changing 

power relations, and that great programs and statements did not translate into a consistent, 

ongoing commitment.  With that context, the Grail Anti-Racism Working Group is proposing the 

following steps:  

1. We will initiate a national Anti-Racism Virtual Study Series to explore the reality of 

systemic racism in the US.  The first event in the series will be a discussion, led by Nancy 

Richardson, on Tuesday, May 8, 7:30-9:00.   Please join us.  We will begin with a 

discussion based on article by James Baldwin: “On Being White….and Other Lies,”  

http://www.cwsworkshop.org/pdfs/CARC/Family_Herstories/2_On_Being_White.PDF and 

a Ted Talk by Peggy McIntosh: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-BY9UEewHw. We 

will focus on getting to the basics: white privilege and power, essential to addressing 

racism. All Grail members are invited to participate. This is the first of several 

opportunities.  We are also planning for webinar discussions later in the year.  Please let 

us know if you plan to participate on May 8: nancydrichardson39@gmail.com.  We are 

trying to do this via both phone and video conference and need to know approximate 

numbers to plan for that.   

2. We are creating an anti-racism page on the US Grail website.  It will include Robin’s 

thesis and a bibliography of readings, videos, fact sheets and resources on anti-racism.  

Please visit it and consider using some of the materials with your Grail group.  We 

encourage you to read the thesis starting from p.51 where it begins to look at the US 

Grail.   

3. We will be in conversation with Grail Affinity Groups to explore linkages between your 

focus of work and anti-racism work.  

We are aware of several efforts in regions to convene and address issues of race; race and 

class.  We honor and encourage your efforts and hope we can learn more about them and find 

ways to share with each other.  

We are pleased to have two members of the US Grail council on our team, Pam Cobey and 

Renee Wormack-Keels.  We will be in conversation with the Council about what it might mean to 

institutionalize anti-racism in Grail governance and practices.   

We are planning on convening of two separate caucuses to explore our unique roles in doing 

anti-racist work.   

 White women will be invited to meet within their regions with a common set of goals 

for “Doing Our Own Work” to support anti-racism, including strategizing on 

institutional change within the Grail.  This could benefit from involving other 

interested women beyond the Grail and exploring ongoing collaborative local 

efforts.  We hope these gatherings can take place in Fall 2018 or early 2019. 

http://www.cwsworkshop.org/pdfs/CARC/Family_Herstories/2_On_Being_White.PDF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-BY9UEewHw
mailto:nancydrichardson39@gmail.com
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 We are building a list of Grail women of color across all races and ethnicities.  This 

Spring, Renee will be convening a conference call of this group to explore what the 

needed conversation is for women of color within and potentially beyond the Grail, 

with the potential for a national convening.  

 In 2019 we will come together to explore specific ways that we can institutionalize 

anti-racist practices within the US Grail while also committing to engaging with 

others beyond the Grail in mobilization to challenge racism in our communities and 

nation.   

We look forward to involving all Grail members on this journey.  Please be in touch with Renee 

and Carol B with questions, ideas and insights for moving forward.  

Carol Barton, cbarton2@gmail.com  

Renee Wormack-Keels revdocrenee@icloud.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY: FLORENCE (MARMOLEJO) MARQUEZ 
                                February 8, 1931 ~ January 5, 2018          (Cont’d from March Issue) 

 

I am Florence Marquez' daughter, Barbara Marquez. I'm following up on a request from Ria 
Morearty de Groot for photos of my Mom and her services.  
 

Mom was a very proud and active Grail member from San Jose. Her association with the San Jose 
Grail goes back to the early 1960s and she made several trips back to Grailville as well as to the 
centers in New York. 
 

In terms of additional resources, I want to direct you to the following link for my Mom's online 
webpage on the Lasting Memories website… there you will find a Tab to view her obituary as well as 
another Tab to access many more photos.  
http://www.lastingmemories.com/memorial/florence-marquez 
 

I have a link to a Youtube video/presentation that we shared at Mom's 
rosary:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1ZPsVay0bQ 
 

If you need any additional information or different photos, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at 916-342-1824 or bamarquez23@gmail.com. My brothers, sister and I would love to receive a 
copy of the newsletter article.   
 

We all loved Mom so very much and we so deeply miss her… so please accept our thanks for 
acknowledging my Mom in the Grail's newsletter-- she always enjoyed reading each publication! She 
would be (and we are) so honored.  
 

Blessings to you, Barbara  
 

mailto:cbarton2@gmail.com
mailto:revdocrenee@icloud.com
http://www.lastingmemories.com/memorial/florence-marquez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1ZPsVay0bQ
tel:(916)%20342-1824
mailto:bamarquez23@gmail.com
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Canada joins the international Grail in expressing our 

condolences at this time. Many of us knew her, her great 

sense of fun as well has the breadth of her many gifts. Ruth 

Chisholm so enjoyed the return visit they made in more 

recent years to Uganda. 
 

Know that we are with you in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

LOVE, 

~ LORNA, IC REP, GRAIL CANADA ~ 

IN LOVING MEMORY: ALICE DOUGAN 
                                    August 15, 1930 ~ February 12, 2018     (Cont’d from March Issue) 

 

In the name of the Italian Grail, I 

would like to send our 

condolescences to the US Grail 

and the family and friends of 

Alice Dougan.  I am not sure I 

ever had the fortune of meeting 

her, at the National Assembly in 

Grailville or on the trip with Lynn 

Malley , but it sounds like she 

led a full and exciting life, 

complete with lots of travel and 

cross-cultural work, as one 

would expect from a Grail sister. 
  

~ CLAUDIA GRAS ~ 

Thanks to Joyce and all our sisters who took care of Alice in 

last step of her life among us. Thanks to Alice for her fruitful 

and lovely life among us. Thanks to the US Grail for giving us 

so many wonderful friends-sisters encouraging us to follow 

their paths in the search for justice.  
 

Much love, Mexican Grail 

~ ROSAURORA ESPINOSA ~ 

I have met Alice only once long ago, must have been at the 

Tiltenberg, and I even don’t remember whether we talked 

with each other.... but somehow she has always remained 

“familiar” to me and so I also feel I have lost a friend... I wish 

to share these feelings with you and all the Grail members in 

de USA, who have really lost another dear friend. 

Lately the Lord has called so many of us, in the States as 

well as in the Netherlands; we miss them, but we also share 

in their joy, now that they have reached their Final Aim and 

are living, seeing and sharing in Gods everlasting love.   

Much love to you and all, 
 

~ JOSETTE KERSTERS ~ 
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Gloria Boudreaux 2-May 

Cecilia Figueroa 5-May 

Vivian Corres 6-May 

Simonetta Romano 6-May 

Grace Heising 7-May 

Carol Leopold 8-May 

Marguerite Coyle 9-May 

Joy Garland 9-May 

Lillian Anglada Quintana 9-May 

Elena Ruiz 12-May 

Rosamond Shepherd 17-May 

Priscilla Mechana 17-May 

Margaret Goederer 17-May 

Frances Frazier 19-May 

Lillian Wall 20-May 

Karen O'Brien 20-May 

Nicole Westrick 27-May 

Ieva Zadina 28-May 

Monica Maher 28-May 

Diana Hayes 30-May 

Sharon Thomson 30-May 
 

Adelaide Szynskie 5-Apr 

Alice Kelly 6-Apr 

Barbara Gibbons 7-Apr 

Theresa Dardar 9-Apr 

Stephana Tikalsky 10-Apr 

Marian Lucas 17-Apr 

Donna Ambrogi 18-Apr 

Barbara Coleman 18-Apr 

Carole 
Spearin 

McCauley 18-Apr 

Marian Ronan 18-Apr 

Bonnie Hendricks 22-Apr 

Hermine Glaser 23-Apr 

Frances Hebert 24-Apr 

Patricia Young 25-Apr 
 


