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CONTEMPLATIVE READING EXPERIENCED OFFERED 

BEGINNING MAY 17 
 

As announced in the National News in April, Judith Blackburn is offering Grail members a chance 

to hear Charles Eisenstein's THE MORE BEAUTIFUL WORLD OUR HEARTS KNOW IS 

POSSIBLE read over a conference call line on the first and third Thursday evenings of the month, 

beginning on May 17.  You don't have to buy the book, although that might be helpful, and you 

don't have to sign up ahead of time.   
 

Simply dial 1 605 472-5789 and then 947056#, following the prompts.  
 

This will be an ordinary long distance call, but there is no cost for the conference line per se.  

Calls will start at  6 PM Pacific Time, 7 PM Mountain Time, 8 PM Central Time, and 9 PM Eastern 

Time and will last approximately an hour.  June dates are June 7 and June 21. 
 

At the present time there is no provision for using Skype or an internet link to these calls; for the 

time being we'll keep it simple.  It would be nice to know who's on the line and to be able to pause 

at particularly juicy passages, but we'll have to figure out how to do that in a way that doesn't bog 

us down.  Initially I'm seeing this as a kind of evening "vespers," a quiet communal time at the 

end of our busy days. 
 

While fully acknowledging the planetary crisis we're facing, Eisenstein inspires us to abandon our 

culture's outdated worldview based on separation and presents instead a different understanding 

of cause and effect that can transform our own lives as well as the larger world. 
 

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Judith at blackburn.judith@gmail.com or 

303 652-8466 rather than using the Grail Listserv. 

  

 

 

blackburn.judith@gmail.com%20
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Elder Care Work Group – Ten Years Young 
By Maureen Tate, Chair, Elder Care Work Group 

 

It was ten years ago that I wrote and circulated a “thought paper” titled, Addressing the Needs of 

Grail Elders:  Planning Together for the Future.  It was circulated to Nucleus members and a 

small number of Grail members, including Joyce Minkler and Martha Heidkamp.  Within a year 

the three of us, together with Fran Martin and Ann Burke, as Health and Welfare Fund Co-

Administrators, were the core of a pilot group to explore some questions and concerns regarding 

how the Grail might effectively anticipate and plan for the needs of an increasing number of aging 

members.  The core group continued broader consultations and undertook some initial projects to 

gather resources and information about aging, and particular member circumstances.  We 

worked to clarify and update our Health and Welfare Policy to address emerging realities in light 

of changes in the culture and in the Grail.  In March, 2010, Council formally approved the Elder 

Care Work Group (ECWG). 

 

There have been transitions in our core group over time.  From the inception of the Health and 

Welfare fund in the 1970’s, Ann Burke and Fran Martin provided stewardship, oversight and 

dispersed invested funds that were critical to many elders as they entered retirement years and 

had increasing medical and other needs. The ECWG reluctantly released both from their 

responsibilities as their own personal situations required.  We were fortunate to have the 

expertise of Joyce Minkler who assumed the position of Elder Care Work Group Manager and 

assisted individual members as their circumstances and needs changed.  Joyce served in that 

role for many years and only recently withdrew from that position.  As our membership has aged, 

Joyce’s support, wisdom and expertise were invaluable to members facing more complex issues 

related to housing transitions, medical issues and financial need.  We are grateful for the years 

we worked together and, although she will no longer be a member of the ECWG, Joyce will 

continue to be available for the needs of local Grail elders.  In recent years, we were pleased to 

welcome Sharon Joslyn and most recently Mary DiVito to support this important work and we 

thank them for stepping forward. 

 

Although we all lived multiple other lives over these past 10 years, we marvel at all the ECWG 

has accomplished, through thick and thin, during this decade. As we reflect back, we are amazed 

that we have done it all via our bi-monthly conference calls and email.  We have never had a face 

to face meeting in all these years other than perhaps finding a space at a national meeting or GA 

for a brief consultation or “open space”.  We have grown in appreciation for the way our varied 

talents, skills, and relationships in the Grail have always provided the combination needed for 

both continuing and changing needs.   

 

Celebrating 10 years of the Elder Care Work Group can’t be done without recognizing the many 

hours of loving care and work emerging from Grail groups in support of local elders, especially in 
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New York, Louisiana, Cincinnati, Philadelphia and California.  Local members have provided in-

home care, trips to doctors, shopping, assistance with packing and moving, communication with 

family members, financial management and POA services.  This kind of sisterly care and support 

is an integral part of who we are as a community.  We recognize also the many expressions of 

love and care lived within the Grail communities that have emerged at Pilgrim Place in California 

and Twin Towers in Cincinnati. We have deep gratitude to the paid care providers, known and 

unknown, in many settings, who extend the Grail’s love and care.   

   

For those members who are less familiar with the Grail Health and Welfare Fund and the Elder 

Care Work Group you can find the Health and Welfare Policy information on the Grail Website 

under “policies” as well as the ECWG committee job description under “committees”.  The 

primary concerns of the ECWG’s remain:  to assist with financial needs for Grail elders who have 

served on a subsistence basis for 10 or more years; and to provide “family” support for those 

Grail elders (regardless of financial need) who have only distant and/or aging relatives or even 

none to serve as advocates, care-givers and/or liaisons to external services.  Regarding the 

latter, we regularly reach out to local Grail contacts to assess the situation and 

provide/recommend support services (volunteer and/or limited paid) through Grail, local non-

profits, etc. However, more broadly, on an ad hoc basis, we can be in touch with any Grail elder 

and/or with a local Grail group or individuals to help ensure the no Grail member is left to face 

aging issues alone.   

 

It was our intention to also provide education and resource materials to all Grail members such as 

planning materials for decision making as we age, as well as opportunities and resources to 

reflect on issues such as the spirituality of aging. We now accept some capacity limits in regard to 

such projects as we prioritize addressing increasing needs of more members. However, we are in 

the process of developing a planning tool, to gather important end of life information and decision 

records, for those members with whom we are regularly involved.  As we refine this planning tool 

we intend to make it available to all Grail members to encourage each of us to do the kind of 

reflection and planning that will be a guide and comfort to our Grail sisters, families, and friends 

who will assist us in the future. 

 

The ECWG has a commitment to personal and confidential assistance and support.  Although the 

Health and Welfare Fund provides monthly supplements to a defined group of members who 

have already met established criteria, there is also a Support Fund that can provide financial 

assistance to any Grail elder for a “one-time” or emergency need beyond her normal financial 

capacity.  Most typically, we are asked to help with hearing aids or major dental work. We 

encourage all members to be aware of Grail elders in your midst.  If you have a particular need or 

know someone who needs assistance, feel free to contact any member of the ECWG.  We 

suggest you contact Martha Heidkamp regarding financial matters and I can easily receive and 

direct your issue or question to the ECWG for follow up.  
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Almost fifty years ago, Grail members had the foresight to develop a very Grail solidarity model to 

support the retirement of those who lived simple lives and worked on subsistence for the Grail. 

Ten years ago, we recognized that those same women were likely to encounter additional 

challenges posed by issues of aging in our culture.  We continue to learn and grow together.  We 

humbly acknowledge the trust that our sisters have placed in us and hope that you share our 

appreciation and gratitude for the care and generosity of spirit of so many who sustain this work.     

 

 

BOOK REVIEW  

 US GRAIL CLIMATE ACTION CIRCLE  
By Marian Ronan 

 

Green Capitalism: The God that Failed 

By Richard Smith 

(UK: The World Economics Association, 2016) 

172 pp. $20.98 

 https://www.worleconomicsassociation.org/library/green-capitalism-the-god-that-failed/ 

 

This is a brief introduction to a book that the national Grail Climate Action Circle has been reading 

and discussing on its monthly conference-calls. The author, Richard Smith, is an eco-socialist 

scholar. Smith argues that capitalism is the root of the environmental crisis that we are 

confronting because capitalism is fundamentally committed to growth, whereas the planet is 

fundamentally finite. If the economy keeps growing, as capitalism says it must, we will exhaust 

the planet. 

 

The book’s first chapter traces the problem back to the origins of capitalist thinking at the 

beginning of the industrial revolution. Before the industrial revolution, production was aimed at 

use; people made and grew what they needed, for the most part. But beginning in the 18th 

century, economists began speaking enthusiastically about the “invisible hand” that was guiding 

the market, the profit motive, that determined what owners would manufacture, what price to 

charge, what to pay workers, etc. Well-being, the common good, was no longer part of the 

equation. But the economists assured us that the “invisible hand” would take care of everything. 

 

In chapter 2, Smith discusses contemporary economists who argue that “steady-state” 

capitalism—a capitalism that does not grow—will solve the environmental crisis. Smith shows, 

however, that “grow or die” is the law of capitalist survival. Without growth, for example, there’s 

no increase in jobs. Politicians who support changes that are crucial to planetary survival, like 

shutting down the coal industry or massively cutting back the production of consumer goods, get 

defeated in the next election; so they’re never going to support such a thing.  “Steady-state 

capitalism” is a fairy tale. 

https://www.worleconomicsassociation.org/library/green-capitalism-the-god-that-failed/
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Chapter 3 is a critique of the thinking of “green capitalists” such as Paul Hawken and Francis 

Cairncross who argue that green technology like buying electric cars, eating organic food, or 

passing carbon taxes is going to solve the climate crisis. The problem is that massive parts of the 

economy can’t be “greened” because so many of our commodities are made from fossil fuels or 

otherwise harm the environment. Sixty percent of the greenhouse gases given off by automobiles 

are given off during the manufacturing and disposal processes, and at present, a great deal of the 

electricity used by electric cars is generated by coal or methane gas. The fibers in our clothes, the 

fertilizers in our fields, our phones, computers and televisions, all are predicated on a non-green 

economy. We have to change the system. 
 

The fourth chapter expands Smith’s discussion of the jobs versus the environment conundrum 

introduced in chapter 2. Smith lays out the sobering links between China’s recent 8 percent 

economic growth and massive resource extraction there, but he does not overlook recent 

obscene US resource over-exploitation as well: surging home size, sales of SUVs and light 

trucks, flat-screen TVs and air-conditioning. Ultimately, to achieve the 90 percent GHG emissions 

essential to saving the planet, we have to shut down all the fossil-fuel related industries, not just 

reform energy production. This is so because 75 percent of GHG emissions come from industry, 

transportation, agriculture, and deforestation. The solution is to shift the economy from production 

of non-essential commodities to “caring industries”––local agriculture, universal health care, 

education, environmental remediation, restoring existing housing, reforestation.  

 

Finally, in chapter 6, Smith consolidates his previous arguments into “Six Theses for Saving the 

Humans”:  

1. Capitalism is driving our ecological crisis. 

2. The solutions to the crisis are obvious but capitalism blinds us to them. 

3. The essential alternative is to shift to an economy that is planned globally, regionally and 
 locally. 

4. This means people have to come together at all levels and vote on the needed changes.  

5. Such a democracy can work only if it is based on social and economic equality—food, 
 healthcare, housing, education. There is already enough wealth in the world to do this 
 

6. These are crazy, utopian, unachievable ideas. But what is the alternative? 

 

The problem with Green Capitalism is that it says the same thing, over and over. Capitalism is the 

problem. But this is also its greatest strength: by the end, we really get it: the capitalism, the only 

economic system the Chinese communists, never mind liberal Westerners like us, live by, 

guarantees the destruction of the humans and most of the rest of God’s creation. 
 

So what are we going to do about it? 
 

Full length version available on US Grail website 

  

http://www.grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Ronan-Longer-Green-Capitalism-Review-.pdf
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Adelaide Szynskie 5 
Alice Kelly 6 
Barbara Gibbons 7 
Theresa Dardar 9 
Stephana Tikalsky 10 
Marian Lucas 17 
Marian Ronan 18 
Carole Spearin McCauley 18 
Barbara Coleman 18 
Donna Ambrogi 18 
Bonnie Hendricks 22 
Hermine Glaser 23 
Frances Hebert 24 
Patricia Young 25 

Gloria Boudreaux 2 
Cecilia Figueroa 5 
Simonetta Romano 6 
Vivian Corres 6 
Grace Heising 7 
Carol Leopold 8 
Lillian Anglada Quintana 9 
Joy Garland 9 
Marguerite Coyle 9 
Elena Ruiz 12 
Margaret Goederer 17 
Priscilla Mechana 17 
Rosamond Shepherd 17 
Frances Frazier 19 
Karen O'Brien 20 
Lillian Wall 20 
Nicole Westrick 27 
Monica Maher 28 
Ieva Zadina 28 
Sharon Thomson 30 
Diana Hayes 30 


