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100 DOLLARS 
~ Judy Alves ~ 

 
It seems untimely to pitch for monetary giving considering economic woes are six-inch 
headlines around the nation.  But, for some time, conscious Americans have known that 
the 1990’s presidential campaign mantra, “It’s the economy, stupid” had morphed to, 
“It’s the stupid economy.”  I presume that many Grail members have adjusted personal 
budgets knowing that the long held trickle–down theory of economics left a pool at the 
top, where few swim.  Understanding that the Grail survives substantially and 
precariously on the effects of this drained pool and will surely suffer repercussions, it is 
timely that all members are called to the rescue. 
 
I pondered the financial information about amounts contributed to the Grail by its 
devoted members.  It struck me.  There is a risk in addressing an issue that may be 
horrifically offensive to some members because it may sound like they are being 
criticized for giving below their means or demeaned for not having more to give or that 
their generous gift was made without thought.  So, a plea is made not to be so quick to 
see this as condemning or demeaning.  I volunteered to start thinking about “Guidelines 
for Giving.”  If we have to talk about giving to the Grail, what most people give seems to 
be a good place to start. 
 
$100.00 is the amount contributed to the Grail by most members.  In my adult life, that 
number has significance.  It is literally the amount I have given each and every niece 
and nephew upon their graduation from high school.  Originally, back in 1980 when my 
oldest nephew graduated, my husband and I thought long and hard about this amount.  
We were new in our respective professions.  For the first time we had salaries, with 
paychecks that predicted we were going to live above the poverty line.  We were 
thinking about having children of our own.  It was a heady time and $100 dollars was a 
high water mark in giving for us. 
 
In 2008, my youngest niece graduated from high school.  We sent her $100 dollars.  We 
felt it was an amount that a 17-year-old kid would appreciate.  Our yearly income has 
more than doubled since 1980, our expenses, debts have gone up, too.  What is it 
about giving $100 dollars that has solidified in my mind as appropriate for nearly two 
decades? 
 
A personal analysis revealed that the amount is almost biblical.  When studying the 
bible I learned that numbers represent wholeness - 7 means complete, 12 usually 
stands for the twelve tribes of Israel, meaning all the chosen.  Today, I think 100 means 
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complete.  Most Grail members who can afford $100 seem to feel that it is the right 
amount.  I suggest that it is no coincidence that so many members hit the same note.  
Perhaps, psychologically, that amount reveals a healthy symbol of satisfaction that the 
Grail equates with each member’s wholeness.  100 dollars may be a great symbol, but 
not, in reality, a great amount.  
 
I did a reality check and found that my Grail donation needed updating.  I looked at a 
monthly budgeted amount to give.  It seems less of a financial burden to factor in 
another ‘bill’ than coming up with a chunk of money at one time.  Also, the amount I 
chose to give sits next to other bills and obligations, which puts the Grail squarely in 
perspective--cable TV (why do I watch that garbage?), my mother (who I owe my life).  
The Grail is in neither of those categories.  The amount to give the Grail is more in line 
with what brings me and so many others spiritual, social, intellectual joy.  I am a 
participating Church going Catholic.  Giving to that institution is tied to a strong 
ingrained joyful spirit of giving.  (Ironically, the ‘biblical’ amount was never considered 
remotely appropriate in view of the tithing goals.)  Altering the amount of my Church 
contribution does not diminish joyful giving.  In my mind the Grail and the Church 
nourish the same earth and children of God.  And, a little luck has come my way.  One 
of my college kids obtained an almost living wage job.  Now, I am committed to give an 
amount above what I have been giving, consistent with my joy of being a Grail member, 
free from guilt and blessed with bringing up children with skills and work ethic.  Voila! - A 
worthy mission symbolically and realistically accomplished. 
 
 

 
GRAIL MEMBER GIVING UPDATE 

 
TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH AUGUST 31: $57,284 

National = $39,229 
Grailville = $11,950 
Cornwall = $4,105 
Other = $2,000 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING  
All member categories:    105 of 239 (44%) 
Active & Wider members:  82 of 182 (45%) 

 
 

OF NOTE: 
Members contributed $22,760 in the month of August! 
Thank you! 
The percentage of Active and Wider members contributing 
stayed steady from last month at 45%. 
Emerita giving totaled $19,516 – over 1/3 of the total that has 
been contributed by members.  Thank you emerita! 

100 Dollars, continued 
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The following reflections were received after the September Gumbo went to press. 
 

MORE IN LOVING MEMORY: GERTRUDE MORRIS 
 

Gertrude Morris will long remain in my memory banks of happy 
thoughts, warm-hearted people and kind experiences.  I knew and 
enjoyed her for years at Grailville, but I had some personal 
encounters when she welcomed me to stay in her Washington, 
D.C. apartment. 

While working as a director of religious education for Northern 
New Jersey churches, I attended East Coast Religious Education 
Conferences in D.C.  She was a wonderful hostess, always fun, 
and she told me a fascinating story I don’t know if others have 
heard.  

We went to Mass at the previous Washington Cathedral, a 
historical place going way back in time.  As part of her work as 
director of evangelization for the National Office of Black Catholics 
in Washington, D.C., Gertrude had months working with a  

committee preparing for a revival, or perhaps a celebration of Black Catholics.  She was 
vehement in insisting that it be held in the old cathedral we were sitting in, while everyone else 
on the committee wanted a smaller, more modest place.  

Gertrude was bold and firm.  After all the indignities and injustices Black Americans had 
suffered, after all the good places they couldn’t be seated in, including this cathedral, she said 
the event must be held in a place with this prestige, history and importance -- they must be able 
to sit there now, they needed this, nothing less. 

Gertrude told me she was bold, confident and definite when she was at committee meetings.  
However, she said when she got home, in the middle of the night she was terrified.  What if no 
one came?  What if all the others were right, and she was wrong?  Was she making a complete 
fool of herself?  What if the whole thing flopped? 

At the next meeting she was again adamant that the event be in the Cathedral, and she swung 
the whole committee to her view -- that was where it was finally held.  And after all her fears, the 
place was packed.  It was a huge success. 

I so enjoyed this story, and could identify with it.  I have shared her humanity in being terrified 
that something was going to flop, and I loved hearing that perseverance and confidence (by 
day) won the day, and led to a great success that she really deserved. 

She’s in an even bigger cathedral now, singing from her heart and I’m sure still interacting with 
her fellow citizens of heaven with warmth, humor and love. 

~ Jeanne Heiberg ~ 
 

 
 I was always was impressed with Gertrude’s presence, her power, her commitment both to 

the Grail and to her black community.  It comes to my mind another black Grail member, my 
beloved Elaine Jones, whom I used to call "MY BLACK QUEEN," and with whom I shared lots 
of joys but also some of her suffering at Brooklyn 294. 

Gertrude was also a BLACK QUEEN and she is in heaven, in fullness, sharing with us so 
much of her power and commitment to the Grail.  May we, the Grail in Portugal, who are 
celebrating our Jubilee, be inspired by Gertrude Morris' gifts and grace. 

Ticha Vasconcelos 
Portugal 



 

THANK YOU 
~ Viola LaFosse ~ 

 
I want to thank everyone who offered prayers for my brother, Chester, when he was ill 
with cancer and who sent cards when he died on August 30, 2008. 
 
Chester was the youngest of the family.  He was ten years younger than me, the only 
girl sandwiched between four boys.  As a family, we all enjoyed a close relationship and 
Chester and I were especially close. 
 
Because of Hurricane Gustav, all funeral arrangements had to be brief.  The family 
attended Sunday Mass in St. Peter’s Church and at 2:00 p.m. Father Mitchell Guidry, 
pastor of St. Peter’s, gave a beautiful homily at the funeral home.  He accompanied the 
body to the Istre Cemetery where my brother was laid to rest among the relatives.  It 
was a beautiful and calm afternoon for which we were all thankful.  Hurricane Gustav 
came in full force that night and I stayed with family until Wednesday, after which I 
returned to Lafayette. 
 
Again, thanks to all and a special thanks to Una Hargrave and the Louisiana Grail. 
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