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Gumbo 
~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

April 2008 
 

 
METÀNOIA 

~ Simonetta Romano ~ 
FIRST GATHERING FEBRUARY 8 – 10, 2008 

 
 
“Come, come, whoever you are  
Worshipper, wanderer, lover of leaving,  
Ours is not a caravan of despair 
Though you have broken your vows 
 a thousand times 
Come, come again, come…” 

Jelalludin Rumi 
 
 
A short story of our first gathering … 
 
We started our weekend sharing our reasons for participating in the Metànoia. 
Individual needs for spiritual deepening and nurturing, as well as the desire to find the 
new “spiritual glue” of the Grail, and renew a sense of community among ourselves 
were our main motivations to be present to this process.  Mary Gene and Kate Devlin 
led us into our first “soul moment,” a time for centering and quieting down, before 
stopping for the night.  
 

Early Saturday morning Brigitte Stark-Merklein offered a simple yoga stretching 
session.  After breakfast we gathered in our spiritual practice groups (Silent 
meditation/prayer; Singing; Journaling; Native American practice/The Four Directions 
Ceremony; and a “No Particular Practice” group) to warm up for the work of the day 
grounded in our own spirituality. 
 

Sharon Thomson, facilitator for the weekend, introduced our first discussion: a sharing 
of readings describing what “spiritual” means to each of us, and the implications of 
that for our collective spiritual journey.  The variety of readings offered a picture of a 
group with diverse understandings of the word “spiritual,” but sharing the same 
longing for God, the Infinite Everything, Mystery, Spirit and more … 
 

We listened and enriched each other with the gifts of wisdom found among the 
writings of other spiritual seekers.  Our sincerity, authenticity and openness made us 
vulnerable and strong at the same time.  “Surely the presence of the Spirit” was in our 
place, which we touched in our hearts many times, as tears and much laughter could 
testify. 
 

A providential silent lunch offered the opportunity for absorbing the intensity of our 
morning exchange.  We gathered again for exploring the word “Spiritual” from our 
creative side through a guided visualization offered by Simonetta Romano.  The inner 
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journey on a path--inside a green, lush forest, leading to a well where an answer to our search 
for the meaning of the word ‘spiritual’ might be found--was not an easy one.  Some of us found 
an answer; some of us were troubled by the answer we received; some were struggling to see 
or hear a message written on the water of the well or whispered by the wind; some were afraid 
of the journey in the forest, of what they might encounter, or of the well itself. 
 

The Agape dinner, a beautiful ceremonial meal lovingly created by Mary Farrell and Carol 
Siemering to celebrate the Beloved Community, gloriously ended our Saturday of seeking our 
heart's transformation. 
 

On Sunday morning following early morning spiritual practice, we continued our discussion of 
the previous day.  Later, we reflected on the whole experience and assessed its strengths and 
limitations.  The discussion that followed brought to light the following emerging themes: 

o Fear:  What are we afraid of?  Why is fear appearing in this group?  Is it fear of being 
rejected and negated? Fear of the Other who is different from ourselves? Fear of 
letting go of our images and beliefs?  Fear of surrendering to Life?  Fear of the 
awesome, infinite unknown?  Fears need to be explored … 

o The Grail is Church for many women who felt “abandoned” and therefore 
“abandoned” the Institutional Church, as well as for those who continue to practice 
their faith within the Institutional Church.  The Grail is Church for many women who 
belong to Protestant Churches and/or have left them.  The Grail is home for many 
women who have embraced other non-Christian or post-Christian faiths and/or 
spiritual practices.  How are we going to make sure that all these women--the ones 
who left and the ones who did not leave their Christian Churches; the ones with a 
spiritual practice and the ones with no particular practice--are honored, inspired, and 
called to full presence within our community?  

o Spiritual Boundaries:  We need spiritual boundaries.  We need to identify what the 
parameters or limits are for maintaining the Grail as a coherent spiritual community. 
How are we going to collectively define these boundaries? 

o The richness of the Grail spiritual culture in the past:  How can we reclaim it and 
manifest it in our present reality? 

o There are only glimpses of truth in each person's spiritual path: Each person offers a 
piece of the Whole which is ultimately beyond human understanding. 

 
(If you are interested in receiving a compilation of readings from the first Metanoia weekend, 

contact Sharon: grailconhsharon@igc.org) 

Front: Brigitte, Carol, Deborah,  
2nd Row: Lillian, Joy, Trina, Cay, Ruth,  
3rd: Sharon, Debra, Emily, Jada, Pat,  
Back: Kate, Mary Gene, Jenna, Mary, 
(Simonetta taking picture) 

Metànoia, continued 
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GRAILVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING: WHAT WE LEARNED IN 2007 
~ Grailville Staff / Council Coordinating Group ~ 

Beth Barr, Pauletta Hansel, Becky Hill, Meg Bruck, Bonnie Hendricks 
 
As 2008 unfolds around us, the Staff/Council Coordinating Group, charged with sheparding 
Grailville’s comprehensive planning process, is taking the time to reflect on the comprehensive 
planning work done in 2007 and on the conclusions we’ve drawn to date.  Our work in 2008 
(and beyond) will build on what has come before, and so we would like to share our thoughts 
and conclusions with you. 
 

This document has been shared with the staff at Grailville and been discussed with 18 Grail 
members at a conference call on March 10th (see below for a report on that call).  We'd love to 
hear your thoughts and responses as well! 
 

Comprehensive Planning in General 
In 2008, we will prioritize comprehensive planning activities that help Grailville thrive in the 
present while building for the future. 

In 2006, when comprehensive planning work was in its infancy, Grailville talked about issuing a 
request for proposals for new activities at Grailville.  The situation is different now, though and 
we do not anticipate issuing a Request for Proposals.  We will, of course, consider new 
proposals as they emerge, as part of comprehensive planning. 
 

Mission and Vision 
The vision articulated in the following documents guides our comprehensive planning work and 
emphasizes a transformational, rejuvenating, sustainable, and financially viable Grail 
program and retreat center.  (Those of you reading this electronically can click on the name of 
the document to view it, via the web.) 

 The 'Five Agreements' and the 'Parameters for Land Use' documents from 2006. 
 The Vision and Goals page in the Co-Directors’ Comprehensive Plan overview from 

2007. 
 The ‘Moving into the Future with Grailville Programming’ document from 2007. 

In particular, we believe that: 
 Grailville’s activities should express the mission and vision of the Grail in ways that meet 

the needs of the times.   
 Grailville needs to be financially viable and we should be good stewards of our 

resources. 
 Grailville’s retreat center is mission-based work, not just a way of earning money. 
 Grailville needs to do whatever we do well, and thus will need to prioritize and focus. 

 

Facilities 
Upgrading/renovating key existing buildings will be more affordable than building new.   

Preserving key buildings, especially the Oratory and the House of Joy, is essential to 
maintaining Grailville’s unique identity.   

 The goals of renovation will be to reduce expenses, maintain or increase income, and, 
as much as possible, model green approaches to sustainability. 

 The buildings Grailville staff will consider improving now (and making longer term 
renovation plans for) are the Caravansary, Dining Room, Hodie, House of Joy, the 
Oratory and St Brigid’s.  These buildings were chosen using the Buildings Criteria 
established in 2006, the market and occupancy research done in 2007 and the advice 
from architect Tim Oosting (2007).

continued next page 
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 Immediate improvements may be considered regardless of the longer term renovation 

plan.  However, some improvements will need to be delayed until after the longer term 
renovation plan is established. 

 Other buildings will receive basic safety and comfort investment as long as the buildings 
are needed by staff, residents, or guests, but larger investments in these buildings are 
probably not warranted at this time. 

 
Land Use and Partnerships 
We will continue to explore the roles of current partners (including Leaves of Learning, 
EarthShares CSA, and Heartland Ecovillage), and continue to build positive working 
relationships with them, as we plan for financial stability and use of land and facilities. 

The Grail/Grailville will put before the movement a recommendation to sell to Heartland 
Ecovillage ~17 acres of land in the vicinity of the ‘site 5’ identified during the work with Vivian 
Llambi and Associates.  The Grail sees Heartland Ecovillage as the primary way for Grail 
members and others to live at/near Grailville and is not currently focusing on creating an 
additional residential community at Grailville.  

We are committed to preserving the land at Grailville, in order to achieve the Grail’s mission and 
vision.  However, if land sale (in addition to Ecovillage) is needed in order to achieve our 
mission and vision, we would consider the parcel on route 48 identified through the work with 
Vivian Llambi and Associates for sale to a compatible buyer. 

We will continue to value organic farming at Grailville and Grailville staff will negotiate an 
agreement with Steve Edwards (in response to his farm proposal) as early in 2008 as possible.  
This will be in addition to existing agreements with EarthShares CSA, Pat Hill and Matt 
DeLaVega. 

We will consider how best to respond to Llambi and Associate’s thoughts on improving views 
and trails.   
 
Program Development 
Grail programming is the heart of Grailville's mission, and its continued success is vital to 
Grailville's long-term survival.  The document “Moving into the Future with Grailville 
Programming” describes the structure and content of Grailville’s programs.  The Staff/Council 
Coordinating Group has embraced this program plan as part of comprehensive planning for 
Grailville. 

It is likely that program work in 2008 will focus on implementing programs described in 
section II of the above document and that significantly less time will be spent on the 
‘developmental areas for further research’ described in section III (during 2008).  
 
Business Plan 
The market research, financial analysis and business planning completed to date is on target 
and will help develop a business plan for 2009, 2010 and 2011. 

This business plan will explain how specific income projections will be met and how projected 
expenses will be utilized to increase revenue.  It will include land use, programming and the 
retreat center.  The plan will continue to focus on increasing revenue in the short term, on 
increasing occupancy through targeted marketing and on continuing to operate within a 
balanced budget. 

Grailville, continued 

continued next page 
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Organizational Development/Governance 
The Accountability document has been very helpful to us in our comprehensive planning work.  
There is much yet to be discussed in the area of organizational development and we anticipate 
good conversations about this in 2008. 
 
Conference Call Discussion 
On Monday March 10th, 18 people gathered on a conference call to discuss this document.  We 
had a great conversation; everyone had time to share their thoughts about it and ask whatever 
questions they had.  There were a scattering of questions, a little bit about many things, with 
focus on how the scenario planning the Grail is currently engaged in will affect Grailville and on 
the buildings improvement work that is beginning. 

• People were positive and excited about the 'conclusions' document.  Glad things are 
moving forward.  Glad that we are building on previous work.  Glad that we are looking 
at the big picture even if all of it can't happen immediately.  

• People are also pleased:  That we are so focused on mission.  That programming is 
going so well.  That we are working on a business plan and taking the financial side of 
things seriously. 

• RE: Scenarios.  There are several answers to the question of how the scenarios work 
the National Grail is doing will affect Grailville.  

o On the one hand, of course, whatever the National Grail decides will affect 
Grailville.  We'll have to see what comes.  And yet, Grailville has plans and is 
moving forward.  Whatever happens, we will still need a business plan, 
programming, building improvements, etc.  

o National got started on the scenarios work because there wasn't enough clarity 
about the big picture to move forward on the details of the strategic plan.  They 
are looking for a mandate from members about how to use National resources.  

• RE: Buildings improvement.  We have decided to focus on improvements to some 
buildings based on the ability of those buildings to generate more income than they 
currently do, their importance to people's sense of Grailville and our ability to make a big 
difference with a comparatively small investment.  We are NOT planning to let other 
buildings fall apart - they will continue to get the maintenance they need.  

o As we mentioned, one of our next steps is pricing new carpet for Benedicite, 
Laetare, and St Brigid’s.  Someone asked what else is on our list:  We are also 
planning to muffle the air conditioning noise in St Brigid’s and the Caravansary, 
refinish the floors in the dining hall and the Caravansary, fix the rainwater 
collection system on the dining room, evaluate how we could add insulation to 
Hodie, St Brigid’s and the dining room and look into options for increasing our 
ability to cool Hodie, the Oratory and the dining room.  There's more on our list, 
of course, but those are the biggies and the ones about which people might have 
knowledge to share.  We welcome any information people have about resources 
that will help staff to carry out these projects.  If you have sources of carpeting, 
information on green insulation, expertise about cooling options, etc - please 
pass it on to Nina (grailvillecc@fuse.net), Tonya (tc.grailville@fuse.net) and Beth 
(bb.grailville@fuse.net).  And yes, all this work will take a while - we're just 
excited to have a plan and be moving forward! 

And lastly, we want to acknowledge that things wouldn't be going so well at Grailville right now 
(with programming and with the retreat center, in particular) were it not for the many years of 
hard and excellent work that have gone before.  So many people love Grailville, have fond 
memories of specific programs and warm feelings about retreats or events they've had here - 
we are building on that legacy every day.  So THANK YOU. 

Grailville, continued 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: MARIA LUISA CORIA 
 

In the 1960's Luisa was involved at the San Jose Grail Center in the 
formation courses and in summer field work with families in the 
migrant camps.  She worked with Irene Naughton to develop a 
neighborhood religious education project and kept the project going 
successfully, working with parents and children.  She was also 
involved in the four-month leadership training programs in which 
parents learned to teach and to act as neighborhood coordinators.   
 

In the late 1980’s Luisa was part of discussions and planning for the 
best use of the Grail property in San Jose.  This became the 
“Dream Team,” which became the Property Team in the early 
1990’s.  Luisa continued as a founding Board Member of San Jose 
Grail Family Services (formerly San Jose Grail Development 
Corporation).  She was steady, dedicated and faithfully participated 
in the many Board and Committee meetings, often working in the 
background for the special fundraising events and celebrations that 
were part of the project.   
 

Luisa had a passion for and was committed to her church 
community, to the Grail and to the importance of education and 
access to opportunities for all.  She will be greatly missed. 

 
EXCEPTED FROM THE FUNERAL PROGRAM, OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY PARISH: 

Maria Luisa Coria was born in San Joaquin, California on August 16, 1934 to her parents, 
Antonio and Maria Coria.  She was the fourth child in the family, and had five sisters and two 
brothers.  The family moved to Decoto in 1940.  Luisa attended 1st through 8th grade at Decoto 
School, and graduated from Washington High School.  After high school she studied ESL 
(English as a Second Language) for the purpose of teaching Spanish-speaking adults.  She 
received an AA degree from Chabot College in Hayward, and also took courses at Cal State 
Hayward and with the UC Berkeley Extension. 
After High School she expressed her desire to serve God as a Nun.  She did not pursue this 
vocation as she felt she needed to stay home due to her commitment to her family.  Even 
thought she did not enter religious life she dedicated herself totally to serving God.  She joined 
The Grail, and international women’s movement which was founded in the Netherlands in the 
1920’s.  She worked with the Holy Family Sisters in leading the CCD program at St. Anne’s 
Church, and had been active in one capacity or another at Our Lady of the Rosary since she 
was in school.  The amount of volunteer work she did at the parish would be equal to a part-time 
job for many people.  She would frequently spend up to 20 hours per week doing various things 
around the parish. 
Luisa was employed in seasonal work in the local canneries.  She worked at the Hunt’s Cannery 
in Hayward, and at Libby’s in Sunnyvale.  She would work at Libby’s at night, and as a 
paraprofessional in the New Haven Unified School District during the day – a job she had for 
over 30 years. 
Luisa liked gardening, tending to flowers and traveling.  She was a very modest person.  She 
never wanted her picture taken, never talked about herself much, never let anyone know her 
age and never was interested in material things. 
Luisa will be missed by a large family.  She was never married, had no children, but her 
brothers and sisters have provided her with 27 nieces and nephews to adore.  Then many of 
these nieces and nephews now have children of their own.  She will also be missed by an even 
larger family, the “parish family” of Our Lady of the Rosary.  She was truly a pillar of the parish.  
We will all miss all that she was and all that she did. 

MARIA LUISA CORIA 
AUGUST 16, 1934 

-- 
FEBRUARY 26, 2008 
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I shall keep Luisa's sweet spirit, and 
healing prayers for her family, in my heart. 

Marcia Bedard 

I think of Luisa as a woman of great 
kindness, her love for children, her love for 
her own family, the care for her parents, 
her hard work and her determination. 
May she be at rest and in peace. 

Ria De Groot 

The world is sadder without Luisa, 
but I'm glad to have known her. 

Nancy Traer 

I was part of the Grail group who 
attended Luisa’s Rosary and mass.  
And fortunate to have seen her 3 
days before she died.  My mother, 
Elena, and I visited Luisa in the 
hospital, the Saturday before, and 
brought her a picture of the "Dream 
Team" which she was part of and in 
charge of building the San Jose 
Grail Project.  She took a long look 
at the picture and then said: "I was 
planning to volunteer at the Grail 
center after my retirement last 
December, but now this."  Her 
family later said that she kept that 
picture by her bed till she died on 
Tuesday 2/26.  After attending the 
services I learned that she did not 
like to be in pictures, or so people 
thought, but in the picture of the 
"Dream Team" she look like she 
enjoyed posing for it and, I could 
dare to say, she also looked proud 
of it! 

Rosa Maria Ruiz 

Remembering Luisa with love.  May she 
rest in peace. 

Jody Grundy 

Luisa was a vital part of her Parish, 
President of the Liturgy Committee for 
many years; no one would volunteer for 
the position because they know it “would 
take four people to replace” her.  She was 
also director of the Good Friday Passion, 
which for many years has been done in 
mime because of all the languages in the 
parish and is a big production.  It is a very 
simple presentation (which takes more 
preparation) and very effective – moving. 

Duanne Welsch 
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THE INTERNATIONAL GRAIL IN IRELAND? 
~ Mary Gene Devlin & Carol White ~ 

 
Who would have thought that spring would come to Ireland in mid-February, bringing 
flowering trees, daffodils and primroses?  Who would have thought that Carol White’s 
dream of introducing the International Grail to Irish women would have blossomed into 
two presentations and several small visits with individuals in a two-week time period?  
Who would have thought that Brazilian Grail member Mary Guimaraes, speaking 
entirely in English after only a few months of living in Dublin to learn the language, 
would have joined a panel with Carol and me in describing our experiences in the Grail, 
and what makes a Grail group different from other groups working for social justice or 
ecology or peace? 
I am still smiling, and probably will be for a long 
time, at the faces of the Irish women whom I 
met during those two weeks, at their listening 
intently to what we spoke about, at their 
participation in ritual with us, and at their humor 
and vitality.  Ireland is a magic land, and Dublin 
has its own brand of enchantment, and can you 
see that I’ve come under the spell?  However 
this was my fourth trip to Ireland, and I wasn’t 
starry-eyed but quite realistic about our plans, 
and somehow I knew that if we worked hard at 
preparation, our meetings would go beautifully, 
and I believe they did. 
In the first presentation, Carol and I were the 
“program” for the monthly meeting of the 
Spirituality Group to which she has belonged 
for eight years.  We decided to tell the Parsifal 
Grail story, then use an adapted version of a 
ritual based on that myth which Carol had 
developed at the Tiltenberg many years ago.  
In this ritual, it is the Queen who is ill and so all 
around her has become a Wasteland, and a 
Hero must come to ask the right question of 
her, the one that can heal her and the land.  
Using guided imagery, each woman visualized 
her own Queen and drew her as a person or in 
symbol, then visualized who the Hero within her 
would be – man, woman, animal, whatever 
came to her – who would enable her to heal 
and become fruitful.  After the drawings, pairs 
of women shared with each other whatever 
they chose to, then commented in the whole 
group, and finally gave each other a map of the 
Quest to reach the Cup of Wholeness with a 
particular blessing for that person’s journey.  

continued next page 
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The Panel: Mary Gene, Mary and Carol 

For the second presentation, Carol had worked for weeks to spread publicity with the 
help of emails, phone calls, and good friends who posted her flyer on the Institute of 
Feminism and Religion website, and gave out copies of it to groups of people and 
individuals they thought might be interested.  Although the group who met in the 
beautiful Dublin house lent by ARC Cancer Support was less than ten, many other 
women answered with regrets and interest, and the word is out there now.  There are 
enough women interested in exploring the Grail further for us to feel hopeful that 
something will come of it. 

This second presentation at ARC was the 
one with our little panel, in which we tried to 
illustrate Grail vision and values by telling 
our own stories.  Carol began with a quick 
summary of Grail history, then Mary told of 
her experience of community and support in 
Brazil and of the work there along with other 
groups on the River Project.  Then came 
my story of meeting the Grail and growing 
into fuller and more challenging 
participation through the years after 
retirement from teaching.  Carol finished 
with some of her youthful experiences that 
have shaped her whole life.  The ritual we 

did for this group was about transformation, using stones because in some of the 
legends the Grail is a kind of philosopher’s stone, as in alchemy.  Each woman took a 
stone from the table and reflected on something she would like to transform in her life 
or in her world, then placed it in the Grail cup.  Mary passed the cup and each woman 
took a stone from it, most likely not her own, to take home as a memento of the women 
who had gathered there with her (and Grail women all over the world) who are seeking 
transformation. 
Both times the table was covered with a patterned 
cloth from India with a center circle on which 
rested the cup, and smaller circles surrounding it 
with “Grail cup” candle holders lit with tea lights 
inside them.  It was a beautiful focusing point and 
spoke of Grail rituals the three of us had 
experienced over the years. 
We had the “Grailville Sings” CD playing as people gathered, and pictures from the last 
IGA, and a bit of In Search of The Grail, the recent U.S. Grail documentary, as we 
moved about to have a cup of tea before leaving.  Carol will show the whole DVD and 
move the discussion further in her own warm and welcoming living room soon.  Later 
she hopes to have one or two of the young Dutch women come to give a European 
taste to those exploring – different again from Brazil and the US.  Hopefully this will help 
to emphasize that, if there is to be an Irish Grail, it will need to be uniquely Irish – with 
Irish culture, with whatever it is that the particular women who are interested feel they 
can do (take on a project? support each other in projects they already have?) and that 

Ireland, continued 

continued next page 
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Preparation Fun: Mary and Mary Gene 

whatever it is will be based on the spiritual resonance they find among themselves, 
connecting with the spirituality of the International Grail. 
Indeed that is how I ended my own sharing: “… from what I know about Ireland and 
from what I know about the Grail, I can dream about Ireland becoming the newest 
country to have a Grail group, joining a personal spiritual search with choosing a work 
within the Irish culture and need, and moving outward to unite with an international effort 
to transform the world.” 
What a privilege it was to take part in this dream of Elizabeth McGee’s and Carol 
White’s to introduce the Grail to Ireland.  Let us all pray for the continuation of the 
dream and give Carol great support in this quest of hers.  It’s a brave and beautiful 
quest, and she is just the woman to do it. 

— MGD 
 

Mary Gene has told our story so well that there’s not much for me to add! 

I can say this, though: I have been talking about the Grail to the friends I’ve made since 
I arrived here nine years ago, and I always think of the work I do as Grail work in my 
Grail life.  But it is just about impossible to “be Grail” in a visible way by yourself!  So 
having Mary Gene here, with whom I could plan, meet people, and do the 
presentations, finally allowed me to show people what this is about.  A further bonus 
was the presence at ARC of Mary Guimaraes, heroically struggling to tell her fascinating 
story in English (as we two struggled to help her) – a living demonstration of what 
“international” means when it comes to communication. 

The fact that Mary Gene had already fallen in love with Ireland in 1994 was an 
unexpected plus as well.  I could see my friends registering that this was not just 
another sentimental American looking for jigs and reels, Guinness and leprechauns.  
And though we’ve only known each other since April 2006, she and I fell right into a 
delightfully harmonious teamwork that reduced my stress levels enormously. 

The question mark in the title of this piece should probably be printed in red, in a very 
large font.  Eight of us will gather on April 15th with a stated goal of “Exploring the 
International Grail Movement,” but so much remains to be seen: Will these women in 

whom an initial interest was sparked continue to 
be drawn to the Grail?  Will they bond with each 
other?  Will I be able to keep the flame going 
without Mary Gene and Mary Guimaraes (who 
returns to Brazil in a few months)? 

So let me close by asking all of you to do whatever 
you do – pray, send good energy or vibrations, 
hold people in the light – whatever form your 
spiritual practice offers you, use some of it for us 
here in Ireland, please!  

— CW 

Ireland, continued 
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World Day of Prayer 2008, Southeast Louisiana 

SOLIDARITY WITH PAPUA NIUGINI 
~ Marian Schwab ~ 

Women from Papua Niugini (New Guinea) will create the prayer experience for next year’s 
World Day of Prayer -- always celebrated on the first Friday of March.  Because our Grail 
group is in touch with Grail women from PNG (as we know a number of you are, especially 
since meeting Nancy and Angela during the IGA) it occurred to us that this women’s 
ecumenical prayer service next March might present a good opportunity for Grail member 
education, public relations and outreach.  If you are open to this idea, mark your 2009 
calendar now. 
As one of the international Grail’s 17 official member countries, Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
was shepherded into the Grail by Australia, where members continue to help with formation 
and leadership programs.  PNG is extraordinarily beautiful in a South-Sea-islands sort of 
way, with breath-taking sunrises and sunsets over the ocean and mysterious fogs over the 
mountains.  Yet its social and economic problems are just as dramatic, which fact 
underscores the importance and value of the work Grail women are doing there on opposite 
coasts and on Manus Island. 
Materials for the prayer service are available, usually by Christmas, via the website of 
Church Women United, the women’s umbrella organization related to the National Council 
of Churches.  Materials are consistently excellent, presenting the situation of women in the 
country in their own words.  They always include a CD with many songs from the country as 
well as a leader’s guide with substantial background, the text of the prayer service, recipes 
for local food, and directions for making local crafts. 
In our Southeast Louisiana group, we have been using these materials for some years, 
drawing together women from various denominations (and ethnic groups) to pray, learn 
songs (from South Africa, Uruguay, Poland and this year, from Guyana) and grow in 
understanding and appreciation of the situation of women in those countries.   
We always invite an ordained woman to take the designated role of “leader.”  This year we 
had two, leading the service in a Roman Catholic church: Janice Thomas, Missionary 
Baptist, and Kris Peterson, Methodist but pastor of a Presbyterian church -- Kris, herself a 
participant years ago in the Seminary Quarter at Grailville. 
This March, we made -- and then shared with the 50 people gathered for lunch after the 
prayer service -- ginger beer, a South-American version of shrimp jambalaya and 
pineapple-cherry rice pudding.   Most people there had hardly heard of Guyana before 
attending the event; but they will not forget about it after so many participated in taking 
speaking roles as women of Guyana, eating their food, singing their songs with a Caribbean 
beat, and appreciating their struggles to take leadership. 
Because English and Pidgin English 
are the two official languages of 
Papua New Guinea, songs next 
year are likely to be easy to learn.  
And even if all you do is celebrate 
the day with other Grail people, 
March 6, 2009 could be great a day 
of solidarity with our Grail sisters in 
Papua New Guinea -- and 
appreciation for the Australian Grail 
members who have worked with 
them for so many years.  
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  News from Rosaurora Espinoza  in Mexico 

When I got my PhD in 2004, my dissertation research focused on rural Mexican women 
– the cultural expressions that emerged when they became partners in cooperatives or 
micro enterprises, and the various models of leadership that resulted.  My research 
meant exploring deeply their cultural perceptions of authority, and their styles of learning 
naturally throughout their lives.  It revealed the tremendous difficulties they face in 
balancing their desire to exercise leadership in democratic ways, while working out their 
roles realistically, given the expectations laid on them by their families and communities.  
 
My work now is in the National Autonomous University of Mexico.  I love my work, since 
it gives me the opportunity to be in touch with feminists – who are capable academic 
women – and also to be involved in an analysis of what in happening with agriculture 
and natural resources in this rich country.  This work is in continuity with the idealism 
that grew up for me in the Grail since 1969 when I had the privilege to meet Grail people 
for the first time.  Since then, the light over my work and my way to be a committed 
woman comes from the Grail.  The Spirit is supporting me every day. 
 
Meanwhile, we Mexican Grail are learning how to be a whole – living our diversity, 
valuing our talents and efforts, and doing what we can to change this world’s injustice.  
We have few opportunities to be all together, but we always feel the presence and 
support of one another in our struggle. 

via Marian Schwab 
 
 

 
PHILADELPHIA GRAIL 

 
 
 

The Philadelphia Grail was thrilled 
to host Pauline Makwaka and Kate 
Twohy for a luncheon on March 10.  
Pauline, a Grail member from 
Kenya, was in the U.S. for the 
CSW meetings in NY.  She 
explained a lot about what was 
going on in Kenya, and the 
involvement of the Grail Women.  It 
was very interesting, and we 
learned about the many things they 
are doing to foster women to take a 
greater role in the politics of Kenya, 
and their own future. 

Maureen Tate, Pauline Makwaka, Mary Gindhart,
Kate Twohy, Cass Dymecki, Helen Adler 
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“DRIPPING WATER HOLLOWS OUT A STONE” 
THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

~ Jeanette Loanzon ~ 
 
Ovid 43 B.C. New York Subway Wall, 42nd and Fifth Avenue 
 
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) held its 52nd Annual Conference 
at the United Nations Center in Manhattan, New York led by the Division for the 
Advancement of Women (DAW).  Held February 25 - March 7, 2008, “Financing 
for Gender Equity” was the theme following the focus on girl children in 2007.  The 
Grail was represented by thirty delegates, among whom seven were from 
overseas; Pauline Makwaka from Kenya, Fadua El Akchaoui (originally from 
Morocco) and Mieneke Hage from the Netherlands, Margarita (Guida) Santos from 
Portugal, Jeanette Loanzon from the Philippines, and Abida Jamal and Denise 
Milice from Mozambique, who had been present at CSW-51 and returned to talk 
about follow up actions they had taken in Mozambique.  
 
During a meeting of the NYC region on February 29, Dorothy Rasenberger clearly 
pointed out the two emerging directions of the conference: 1) policy reform to 
ensure representation of girls and women’s issues at all levels in the UN, e.g. the 
undersecretaries, and the corresponding resource allocations, and 2) work directly 
with disadvantaged girls and women.  Both are necessary to realize the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing poverty and increasing gender 
equality. 
 
Led by Carol Barton, the Grail held a workshop for conference participants to tell 
their own stories of intersections of gender, race, and class.  Women from across 
cultures and continents came and were appreciative of the depth and intensity of 
interaction which came from the interactive process which occurred.  
 
A most fitting celebration of the Grail participation in 
the conference on 4 March 2008 was the report of 
Denise Milice, sixteen years old from Mozambique, on 
the project she launched with the help of the Grail 
there.  Given a cash prize of one hundred US dollars 
from the Mary Purcell scholarship, it became an 
incentive for her to act concretely on the 2007 CSW 
resolutions.  She gathered twenty girls and ten boys, 
ages ranging from 14 to 17 to talk about problems of 
adolescence; the human body, dating, relationships 
with parents and teachers.  An integral element of the 
project was solidarity where the teenagers visited 
orphanages where they could shower children with the 
affection they badly needed.    
 
Whatever actions we take on behalf of girls and women could be big or small 
steps but as we work together we realize that indeed “dripping water hollows out a 
stone.” 

Denise Milice 
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WE NEED ALL OF OUR HANDS TO CREATE THE FUTURE ... 
REGISTER FOR THE GA TODAY! 

 THE GA REGISTRATION FORM  
is enclosed. 
Register by May 9 and save $25! 

 FREE OVERNIGHT AT GRAILVILLE!  
Can you stay until Monday morning?  
Extra hands are needed to ‘help put 
Grailville back together’ after the GA.  
No room charge for the extra night.  
Contact the National Office. 



2008 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE U.S. GRAIL: SCENARIO PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
JUNE 23 (DINNER) – JUNE 29 (LUNCH) 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 13 ~ to take advantage of “early bird rate, POSTMARK BY MAY 9 
SEND FORM TO: The National Grail Office, 932 O’Bannonville Road Loveland, OH 45140 

 

**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
2008 GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGISTRATION FORM 

 
NAME:         

ADDRESS:        
       

PHONE:        

If you travel with a CELL PHONE please provide the # : 
      

 

MEALS 
□ regular  □ vegetarian 
□ other needs (please check and we will call you) 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS (check all that apply; provide details) 
 

□ HOUSING (accessibility, A/C, roommate, etc.): 
        
        

 
□ HEARING DEVICE  

 

PAYMENT (make checks payable to ‘The Grail’) 
Please do not include meals/overnights in payment. 
Include with the registration form only: 
PROGRAM FEE 
□ $ 75.00 before 5/9  or  □ $ 100.00 after 5/9 

FINANCIAL SOLIDARITY (helping sisters attend) 
□ Solidarity contribution: $      
□ Solidarity need in the amount of: $    

for        
 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $   

Please check if applicable, and include specifics on the chart: 
□ I will be a full-time commuter □ I will attend only part of the GA 

 

We need accurate figures for meals and overnights. Please complete the chart below, 
including any on-site Grail meetings you will attend before / after the GA. 
 

(Fri-Sun) Sun 
6/22 

Mon 
6/23 

Tues 
6/24 

Wed 
6/25 

Thu 
6/26 

Fri 
6/27

Sat 
6/28 

Sun 
6/29 

Mon 
6/30

B-fast          

Lunch          

Supper          

Bed 

□ I plan 
to attend 
the 
Retreat 
with M.T. 
MacGillis          

 
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
Arrival Date:    Time:     

Via: (indicate) car, plane, bus, etc.     

If by plane: Arrival Airport:      

Airline:     Flight #:    

Ticket Confirmation Number:     

Departure Date:    Time:     

Via: (indicate) car, plane, bus, etc!     

If by plane: Airport:       

Airline:     Flight #:    

□ If you will be traveling by bus, or have other transportation needs, please check this box 
and provide details on the back of this form. 

 
 * Cost for Grail-arranged airport transport is $25 per carload from CVG and $35 from DAY. 

Please coordinate arrival times regionally. 
Info on a public shuttle alternative from CVG is available upon request.  

□ I will arrange my own 
transportation from the airport 

□ I need transportation* 

□ I will arrange my own 
transportation to the airport 

□ I need transportation* 

DUE AT 
CHECK-IN 
 

Meals*: 
$24/day 

 

Bed: 
  $20/night 
 

* 3 meals +  
2 snacks 


