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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GOOD SERVICE 

2009 Council, left to right: Judith Blackburn, Marian Schwab, Cherie Holman, Theresa 
Czerwinski, Bonnie Hendricks, Beth Wasmer. Not pictured, Maureen Tate, photographer. 

 

With the New Year, the Grail in the United States said thank you and good-bye to the 

Council that led us through a significant period of transition. Bonnie Hendricks, Maureen 

Tate and Beth Wasmer formed a tight knit National Leadership Team. Cherie Holman 

and Theresa Czerwinski stepped in to be co-Treasurers when we needed them most. 

Judith Blackburn carried the immense responsibility for Membership and Programming 

and Marian Schwab ably represented the U.S. on the International Council. Thank you 

all for your great work, your passion and your commitment. 
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PARTICIPATING IN THE UN COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

54: BEIJING +15 
MARCH 1-12, 2010 

~ Mary Kay Louchart ~ 
 
Since 1947, the United 
Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women, part of the 
UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), has 
acted as the principal global 
policy-making body on 
issues of gender equality 
and advancement of women. 
Representatives gather at 
United Nations Headquarters 
in New York each year to 
evaluate progress, identify 

challenges, set global 
standards and formulate 
concrete policies. As a nongovernmental organization (NGO) accredited by ECOSOC, 
the Grail is permitted to send delegates and observers to the CSW each year. 

Photo by Mary Kay Louchart 

Girls preparing for CSW54, January 18 at the Girl Scout council in New York

 
The Commission on the Status of Women/CSW-54 will focus on two thematic issues: 
•       Review of the implementation of the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action and the 
outcomes of the 23rd special session of the General Assembly. It will emphasize the 
sharing of experiences and good practices with a view to overcoming remaining 
obstacles and new challenges; 
•       Review of its contribution to shaping a gender perspective towards the full 
realization of the Millennium Development Goals, which aim to eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger (goal 1); achieve universal primary education (goal 2); promote 
gender equality and empower women (goal 3); reduce child mortality (goal 4); improve 
maternal health (goal 5); combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases (goal 6); ensure 
environmental sustainability (goal 7); and develop a global partnership for development 
(goal 8). 
 
We are expecting a Grail member (Monica de Leon) from the Philippines who also 
attended the Asia-Pacific CSW prep meeting, two girls from a Foster Home in Madeira, 
Portugal, (Maria Carlos Ramos is the director), a friend of Monica Maher's from 
Honduras and several USA Grail members and girls from the schools where we have 
been working this year. Monica Maher and Lucy Jones and Renee Keels are coming for 
the first week only.  And our girls will likely only be there the first few days. 
 
Housing: We will be filled here at the Grail Center in the Bronx for that first week, we 
have the convent of our church, St. Luke’s Roman Catholic Church, which has seven 
rooms. If we get filled up there, up in the Bronx a bit is the house of Father Ryan, pastor 
of St. Luke’s, and we've had people stay there before.  And then if we get really 
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overflowing we also have various Grail members around the city who have offered 
beds. 
 
If you would like to attend, please contact Mary Kay Louchart at grail-ipt@juno.com and 
she can register you.  People can attend for a day or a session or a week. 
 
 
 

ECOVILLAGE UPDATE 
~ Lenie Schaareman ~ 

 Back row, from left: Terry Marshall, Joe Joseph, John Howland, Bruno Zabaglio, Janet 
Chahrour, Judy Squire, Ann Steffy, Bob Simpson, Shirley Beaupre, Karen Hansen, Lenie 
Schaareman. Front row, from left: Trina Paulus, Jenny O’Rourke, Vivian Corres, Kelly Scott 
Hanson, Michele Bertaux, Lynn Backus, Joyce Asfour, Cathy McEneny, Mary Lu Lageman 

 
 
Heartland Ecovillage had a great workshop in September that has helped us move 
forward.  Since then, we have been meeting with local professional consultants and are 
well on our way to completing our cost and affordability analyses.  Stay tuned for an 
update in a month or two.  In the meantime, we continue our monthly membership 
meetings and ongoing committee meetings, working hard toward future decisions.  
 
 
 

THE GLOBAL LOVERS: TIMELY POETIC DRAMA EXAMINING SEX 

SLAVERY AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO U. S. CONSUMER CULTURE 
 

~ Pauletta Hansel ~ 
 
As the conversation deepens about the harrowing issue of child slavery in Haiti and beyond, we 
wanted to make sure Grail members are aware of the upcoming program at Grailville, The 
Global Lovers, a reading of poet Rhonda Pettit’s timely poetic drama examining sex slavery and 
its relationship to U. S. consumer culture on Sunday, March 21, 2010, at 2:00 pm. This event is 
the first in Grailville’s new Third Sunday Poetry Series. 
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A woman in Kentucky reads newspaper advertisements and considers the objects she might 
purchase. Meanwhile, in another part of the world, a young girl is forced into sex slavery. What 
must they learn about themselves -- and each other? The Global Lovers offers an energetic, 
timely, and localized focus on this challenging subject. The performance is followed by a 

conversation with the playwright and with the director, 
e.E. Charlton-Trujillo. 
 
The Global Lovers, a poetic drama in five scenes, was 

presented to a 
sold-out audience 

at the Cincinnati Playwrights’ Initiative in February 2009. 
Author Rhonda Pettit, Ph.D., is an associate professor of 
English and Women's Studies at the University of 
Cincinnati in Blue Ash.  A recipient of fellowships from 
the Kentucky Foundation for Women and Hedgebrook, 
her poems have appeared in many journals and in the 
anthology I Go to the Ruined Place: Contemporary 
Poems in Defense of Global Human Rights. Director e.E. 
Charlton-Trujillo has worked on over thirty short films 
and, most recently, edited the feature film Night Fliers. In 
2004, Charlton-Trujillo won the prestigious Delacorte 
Dell Yearling Award for her first novel Prizefighter En Mi 
Casa. Charlton-Trujillo's latest endeavor Fallen (The 
Revolution), a web series designed for television, will be 
pitched in February 2010 in LA. 

A scene from the original staging of The Global 
Lovers 

Photo by Ann Burrell 

 
This program will take place in the Oratory There is a $15 fee. For information or to register 
contact visit www.grailville.org or call 513-683-2340. Supported in part by the Tomcinoh Fund of 
the Greater Cincinnati Foundation. 

WHY SHOULD I COME TO A NATIONAL GATHERING? 

~ Carol Siemering ~ 

Why national? I love my local group in Boston; I love my Northeast Region; isn’t that 
enough? Well, it’s true, it’s a gift to have the consistent, deep bonding we have on these 
levels. But not everyone has a local group. Even those in local groups aren’t always 
near a center. The real reason is there is a fantastic thing that happens when Grail 
women from all over the country get together.  

I can think of so many examples. A few that come to mind are the Bronx women running 
the bistro each night with their warmth (and yummy salsa), the time San Jose hosted a 
National Meeting  and the great party we had. I still remember doing the polka up and 
down the Caravansary with Theresa Santa Clara (usually a bit reserved), Sharon Joslyn 
emceeing any number of “talent shows”. And another, the incredible blend of voices in 
last year’s choir that came out of Fran Martin’s wonderful shepherding in Singing as a 
Spiritual Practice. Also from the Retreat, I see the circle of women with great big smiles 
as Jay Williams led us in folk dance after folk dance from all over the world. 
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It’s about walking the land, being in the buildings that so many of our Grail sisters before 
us walked, worked, lived, and prayed at our national center, Grailville. It is a connection 
to all that. But it’s also sitting at a table in the dining room, catching up with old friends 
who might live thousands of miles from you. Meeting new explorers and others you 
might not have met before. Meeting some of our international sisters—this year we 
hope to welcome Christa Werner, one of our new International Leadership Team. 

Like last year and from now on (except for General Assemblies), this gathering comes 
completely from the membership. People were enthusiastic about last year’s gathering; 
the Open Sessions, the Agape, the Spiritual Practices, the Soul Moments, the evening 
activities and it all came from you. Let me make a plug right here for you offering any 
one (or more) of these! 
 
And for those of you for whom the expense may be a problem, don’t forget there is 
scholarship money available to help you. 
 
We are an international movement. We are a national movement. In our strategic plan, 
under Membership there is a paragraph on connecting nationally for the purpose of 
bonding, connecting and networking. The theme of this year’s gathering is “Community, 
Communion and Commitment,” which if you ask me, is another way of saying the same 
thing. It’s about receiving the gifts given by Grail women from all over the United States. 
Examples range from last year’s Considering the International Vision Statement to our 
work in the U. N, to quilting to a PowerPoint on Cuba. It’s about sharing our views and 
experiences. It’s about being lifted up together in our wonderful spiritual diversity by the 
Soul Moments, Spiritual Practices and the Agape. It’s about being lifted up by being 
together, and last but not least, it’s also about having fun. 

2009 National Retreat, following Renee Womack Keel’s Open Space on Quilting as  a Spiritual Discipline. Left to right, Pam 
Cobey, Lucy Jones, Maureen Tate, Beth Wasmer, Sharon Joslyn,  Karen O’Brien 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS SENT BY THE GRAIL IN OTHER COUNTRIES TO 
THE GRAIL IN THIS COUNTRY 

~ Karen O’Brien ~ 
 

From Holland: 
Come in our midst, God, 
come in our existence. 
Don't remain far away, but be present here -- 
in a tangible way 
in people around us, 
in the eyes of a child. 
Come in our midst 
and bring forth in us the confidence 
that the earth shall be renewed 
that there is a future for every child. 
Come in our midst 
and turn the earth into heaven. 
From a card from Ton Brouwer, from the Dutch Foundation 
Religious Against Trafficking in Women with this poem. 

of 

From Mozambique:  

Be in peace and with an open 
heart, so that the Lord can be 
with you and replenish your 
soul with joy, love, energies to 
face all the challenges that 
will come with the new 
year…Warm hugs from 
Mozambique 
Manuela on behalf of Graal 
Moçambique 

It’s never too late to share a sampling of warm holiday wishes and thoughtful New 
Year’s greetings from Grail women around the globe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Canada 
I wish you all a happy holiday in company of 
family and friends. I hope this is yet another 
opportunity to reflect on what Christmas is all 
about within a definition where struggle and 
resistance is part of the Christmas message.  
I send you many kisses and hugs. Samia Saad 

And from Sweden,  

Christmas blessings from Sweden as well to all of 
you! So wonderful to know that we are an 
international family! 
We have a white Christmas here with quite a lot of 
snow. 
Kerstin Jacobsson (and the Swedish Grail) 

From Tanzania: 
"The Grail Community Tanzania is 

thinking of you at Christmas and wishing 

you joy too, and hoping that the New 

Year brings happiness to you.  Merry 

Christmas!  Happy New Year 2010!  

Thank you for what you are doing for the 

Grail Tanzania.  With love and 

prayers, Margarita Shirima and Gail 

Kisekibaha for the Grail Tanzania." 

So wonderful indeed to know that we are an international family! Warm wishes and 
blessings to each and everyone of you as 2010 unfolds to be another great year 
together. 
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2009 GRAIL MEMBER GIVING 
 
 
TOTAL MEMBER GIVING THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2009: $143,243.19 

National Fund = $ 72,851.00 
Grailville = $ 30,517.00 
Cornwall = $ 23,278.00 
Special Project Giving = $ 16,597.19 

# OF MEMBERS GIVING:  

All member categories: 172 of 260 (66%) 
Active & Wider members: 131 of 203 (64.5%) 
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