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Four Explorers to Become Grail Members in June 

From Emily Thomas: I'd like to introduce four new Grail 

members, Dawn Von Tiederman, Terri Guest, Julia 

Kristeller and Megan Monteleone-Morrison.  They have 

been part of the Grail's extended family for many years, in 

the New York City area but especially connecting to the 

magic of the Cornwall Grail center – gardening, bringing 

groups, planning retreats, and more.  So, of course, their 

commitment ceremony will take place in the new 

labyrinth at Cornwall, where their first responsibility as 

new members is to plan and implement the Spring NYC 

Politics and Spirituality retreat.  They bring all sorts of 

exciting skills and interests to the larger Grail 

community.  We're glad they finally decided to take the 

plunge and commit to joining the Grail – officially! 
 

Julia Kristeller 
I am an Interfaith Minister with a strong background in the creative arts and art therapy.  I have been 

blessed with an eclectic work life over the past 35 years, which includes teaching kindergarten 

through college, educational publishing, work in hospitals and hospices, consulting and training, and 

community outreach with diverse populations.  I now serve part time as an Associate Pastor for 

Women, Children, and Families at the Church of St. Paul & St. 

Andrew, a United Methodist Church in New York City,  and am 

on staff of the Psychotherapy and Spirituality Institute where I 

do outreach in the Arab/Muslim community in Brooklyn and 

premarital and spiritual counseling.  I am passionate about 

building bridges between faiths and different disciplines and 

supporting all peoples well-being through the creative process 

and spirituality.  I live in Brooklyn with my husband, Charles 

(also an Interfaith minister), and son, Sam, a few cats and fish, 

and a garden. 

 

My Experience with the Grail 

I came to know the Grail probably 15+ years ago through 

Emily Thomas as we held Women’s Retreats at Cornwall for 

the church we both belonged to.  Emily and I became fast 

friends and sisters, worked on many projects together, and 
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she started inviting me to Grail events.  I have participated in a number of these events, presented at 

a couple, and have stayed at the Grail at Cornwall many times over the years, on retreat myself, or 

helping lead retreats.  I have always found my time at Cornwall and with Grail women to be 

nurturing, engaging and inspiring.  I have felt challenged as a citizen of the world and as a spiritual 

seeker and also supported by and connected to a cadre of women who I know are making a 

difference, and many who have spent lifetimes in amazing service to the world. I have also always 

had a great time at the Grail—cooking and eating and playing and praying and sharing! 

 

Finally Joining the Grail 

After years of exploring the possibility, I am eager to join the Grail at this time for several reasons. 

First, I feel a need to be part of a spiritual community of women and have a place that I can go to for 

nurturance, support, and spiritual rejuvenation as I serve other communities in my work life. I am 

always too busy and need to practice more this part of what I preach. I do look forward to sharing any 

gifts I can within the Grail as it grows and changes, through my commitment to spiritual growth and 

nurturance, the arts and creativity, community outreach, and rituals and retreats.  I also welcome the 

opportunity to be connected to the global Grail community and to learn more about, and work 

together on, issues that challenge our world and our peace. I deeply believe that peace is created 

both within us and at the level of community, and that women have a powerful role to play in 

peacemaking and in healing our planet.  I also look forward to a lifetime of new relationships and 

more great times together and am honored to be welcomed into the Grail.  

 

Megan C. Monteleone-Morrison 
I am a teacher, words lover/writer, learner, sports-enjoyer, wife, 

sister and daughter. Although I grew up in New Jersey, I’ve lived 

in New York City so long (18 years and counting) that I’ve become 

a New Yorker. I came to NY in my twenties to take a job 

translating media-related newsletters from Japanese to English, 

the type of job found only in a big city. After learning the layout 

software, I took another series of jobs in layout and production of 

several smaller magazines and newsletters. Then in the last 7-9 

years, I’ve transitioned to becoming a teacher, working in both 

schools and museums. 

 

I first came to the Grail through a church retreat: my former 

church rented a house at Cornwall for a women’s retreat in 1997 

(I believe it was) and 1999. At that time, I thought that the 

Grail—quite literally—was the name of the big house at 

Cornwall-on-Hudson that I later came to know as the Phoenix. 

Later on I learned of the Grail as an organization for and of women doing some kind of works of social 

good. I loved the Phoenix retreats because of finding a space to seek balance and get to know others 

unhurriedly in the midst of this fast-paced, dizzyingly designed contemporary life. Such places and 

spaces are few and far between. I moved closer to the Grail by attending its events and retreats, and 

eventually graduated to leading a workshop. That was two years ago, when I co-taught workshops at 

the Phoenix for the visiting Explorers from Ohio. We put together a storytelling program for this 

group visiting the NY City Grail. Meeting and hearing these new Grailies’ stories, I learned how much 
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we all had in common—and began to consider Grail membership because of wanting to come closer 

and develop friendships with these women. 

 

Grail people on the whole appear to be grateful. I think that because of the Grail’s history of women 

spending time with the Mystery of our lives through prayer, meditation and arts and Grail’s solid 

commitment to community, Grail folk have developed the primary traits for turning toward—not 

against--one another in hard times. At a time when the U.S. is grappling with a decline in trust, this 

mindset is of great value, and the specific skills that go along with it offer, I believe, unparalleled hope 

for the future. 

 

In addition to the spirituality and community of the Grail, I am seeking the company and solidarity of 

other women unafraid to respond to social needs in our country and abroad. In hearing Grail stories 

in the last year or so, especially exciting was hearing the stories of the elders—e.g., Ruth Chisholm 

who told me of her lifelong work as a nurse in a Ugandan hospital—because it made me believe that I 

could do more. In order for one of us to take on projects to transform the world — what writer Tina 

Rosenberg calls the “social cure,” — all of us are going to need each other to call on, to walk us 

through new steps together, and to share ups and downs. In committing to the Grail I’m looking 

forward to shoring up others and myself through ties that sustain us in the long run, and am joining 

the Grail community of women with anticipation and optimism. 

 

Terri Guest 
Originally from London, England, I moved to New York City in the spring 

of 1984 to further my career in Fashion Textiles. During my 15 years of 

traveling around the world as a Fashion Design Director, I had the good 

fortune to experience tremendous personal benefit from receiving 

healing body work in many different countries. In 2000, I chose to leave 

the corporate fashion world and follow my spiritual calling to study Yoga 

and the Healing Arts. 

 

I am a 2002 graduate of the Swedish Institute in Manhattan and a 

Licensed Massage Therapist, Aesthetician, Certified Yoga Teacher, 

Reflexologist, Reiki, Energy Healing and Sound Practitioner. I’m trained 

in many different types of facial and body massage techniques, energy 

work and healing modalities and have worked in various settings over 

the years ranging from 5-Star luxury spas (The Mandarin Oriental Hotel 

and The Ritz Carlton), to medical offices, and nonprofit healing wellness 

centers. I have also volunteered my services to seniors and 9/11 

workers within the community. I most enjoy working with harmonic vibrations of sound, Qi energy, 

color, aromatherapy, meditation and chant to enhance balance in our physical, emotional, mental 

and spiritual fields….and helping us remember how to connect to our joy, happiness and all that we 

are created to be! 

 

I am on staff at The Wellness Center of Omega Institute, in Rhinebeck, and maintain a private practice 

in Woodstock and Manhattan. Last spring, I happily moved upstate, where I am blessed to live with 

my loving soulmate, Marcus, in the beautiful village of Woodstock.  



 GUMBO 6-2011 

The Grail Page 4 of 10 June 2011 

 

What the Grail means to me  

I first met The Grail in 2002 when a fellow massage therapist colleague, Magda Durante, introduced 

me to the community at Cornwall-on-Hudson. Magda introduced me to Emily Thomas and all the 

beautiful “Grail Ladies.” Since that time, I’ve enjoyed many weekends escaping from the pressures of 

Manhattan living, bonding with fabulous women and exploring connection through the adventure of 

thought, discussion and play.  

 

For me, the Grail represents a place of nurturing and grounding where there is safety and 

encouragement to connect with nature, spirit and fellow individuals seeking to discover, open and 

grow….whether that be through gardening and learning to sprout from Trina, cooking and expanding 

knowledge of nutrition, yoga, dance, hiking, art, or sitting by the fireside knitting whilst exploring the 

diversity of life, spirituality and politics through storytelling, creative writing and debate! 

 

Many of those early Cornwall visits were shared with my best mate and fellow ex-pat, Dawn Von 

Tiedeman. Our friendship deepened greatly during those restorative weekends. On one of our first 

times there, while wandering the property and pondering the challenges that our life paths were 

presenting us…she turned to me and said “You know what this place needs?”….and we BOTH said in 

unison “a Labyrinth!” So it feels very right that we just helped build the beautiful Labyrinth in the 

woods at Cornwall.  I am very excited to be joining all the women of The Grail alongside Dawn this 

summer as we continue along the path of friendship, growth and discovery of life. 

 

Dawn Von Tiederman 

I came to the US in 1984 after being offered a job in finance from a 

company that I traded with in New York.  I was a money broker in 

the UK and had been for many years, traveling and working in 

Europe.  After working in Frankfurt, Germany for a year, my family 

and I decided to come back to the United States for good. During 

this time, I became interested in Japanese culture, I studied 

Ikebana (flower arranging) and shiatsu (Japanese massage). 

 

After my son turned 7, I realized I wanted to spend more time with 

him and left the money markets to go back to school.  I had 

decided that massage therapy was something I felt passionate 

about, and started my lessons at the Swedish Institute in New York 

City, graduating in 1999, when I welcomed a new life and the birth 

of my daughter, Cher. 

 

I enjoyed my cocoon of time at home with her and started work 

gradually.  I've worked in many settings: The Ritz Carlton Hotel, gyms, medical offices and private 

practice.  Each allowed me to use my skills. The joy of helping people to have a better quality of life, 

and the wonder of the human body and spirit is so enriching, doing this work has allowed me to be 

part of people's healing. I live in Brooklyn with my amazing husband, Jonathan (a songwriter), my 

inspiring daughter, Cher.  I'm the proud parent of Sonny, who has just graduated college with a 

degree in environmental science. 
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Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    

Mark Your 

Calendar! 

The 2011 Grail General Assembly 

 at Grailville 

November 3-6, 2011 
Celebrate the Grail’s 90

th
 Birthday! 

See Your Friends! 

Hear Reports from the 2011 IGA 

Help Determine the Grail’s Work for the 

Future! 

Details to come!Details to come!Details to come!Details to come! 

 

My Experience In The Grail 

Being involved with the Grail feels timeless. In fact, I can't remember exactly when I first came to 

Cornwall and met the wonderful Grail women who lived there.  Terri Guest, a fellow massage 

therapist and dear friend, invited me to come for a wellness weekend.   The die was cast…wellness 

weekends, working in the garden, family weekends, New Year's Eve celebrations (and a ritual that led 

to my finding my wonderful husband)!  The Grail has been part of my life for many years.  When we 

first came, Cher, now a teen, had to have a chair to stand on so she could reach the counter to “help 

cook.”  I have enjoyed the planning, helping, working, sharing, laughing, smiling, intoxicating, 

learning, enriching experiences that come with being part of this wonderful group of people.  They 

inspire me. They touch me very deeply. Cornwall is a magical place.  I can't wait to get there and 

never want to leave.... 

 

Why I Want To Join 

I've wanted to join for a long time, and there was always a question mark, ‘What can I contribute?’ It 

wasn't until recently at a meeting at Emily Thomas's house, that Deborah Silvestri said that she also 

felt this way.  And then she realized that she may not have a specific skill, as a lawyer or being an 

authority on one subject or another.  But she had herself and her life experiences to offer.  In the 

same spirit, I want to offer my life experiences as mother, wife, healer, perpetual student and human 

being.  We want to be part of a bigger family.  I've found that family in the Grail.  
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Cornwall Grail Labyrinth 

Born May 1, 2011 
Sharon Thomson 

Thanks to the generosity and hard work of local volunteers and Grail friends, Cornwall’s Labyrinth 

Project has been successfully completed. Under the supervision of labyrinth designer, Terry Murray 

(a Professor at SUNY New Paltz), and the coordination of our Advisory Group member Barbara Smith 

Gioia, a year-long effort of local programming, fund-raising, outreach and volunteer recruitment gave 

birth to this stunning five circuit adaptation of a 16th century model in Oxford, England. The project 

also created partnerships and bonds of friendship with the local community that we will continue to 

build on for years to come. From start to finish, this has been a community-based experience. 

Although an official Opening & Blessing of the Labyrinth is scheduled for the summer solstice on June 

21, Cornwall locals and Phoenix guests have already begun walking it. They tell us it is a deeply 

moving and “magical” experience. All of us who have worked on this throughout the year have done 

so with the certainty that this labyrinth – along with future programs conducted in relation to it – will 

be a valuable contribution to the life of the Grail center and the Cornwall community. 

We are still seeking funds to cover construction costs along with on-going maintenance, so if any of 

you should feel moved to do so, please make a donation. You can send a check to the Cornwall Center. 

Or even better, plan on spending time with us and feeling the “magic” for yourself. Head for the 

woods behind the Hermitage and turn right at the old stone wall. You can’t miss it. We look forward 

to welcoming you! 

 

 

 

 

Grail members among the construction volunteers: 

Linda Kolts (far left) and April Goering (far right) who 

traveled from Maryland with husband Dan to help out 

Toledo Grail member Karen O’Brien enjoys a break from volunteer 

duties in the kitchen on Memorial Day Weekend. Her husband 

Steve—who caught the moment—also helped out with tree planting. 

Photo by Terry Murray 

Photo by Sharon Thomson Photo by Stephen O’Brien 
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Update on Heartland Ecovillage, May 2011 

BACKGROUND -  At the 2010 National Gathering, June 18, an ‘open space’ used a PowerPoint 

presentation to update what was happening with the Ecovillage. At that time our focus was on buying 

the 7½ acres of land adjacent to Grailville on Route 48 that was for sale. For those among us who are 

familiar with the neighborhood, it was the property of Tim Pfarr. The property has a house, 

infrastructure and a road. As a first phase, the house could have served us as a residence and meeting 

place. We received a positive response from the participants in this ‘open space.’ We spent about a 

year to work out the details of putting in an offer. Our initial offers were not accepted and in January 

2011, the property was taken off the market. 

The site in the southeast corner of Grailville, approved by the US Grail in 2008, was now again in 

focus.  Though this site is clearly our option, over the years we have realized ever more the 

consequences of it being so far from the hub of Grailville’s life and activities. We would like to be 

closer to where the action is.  

 

We believe being closer would help to better make visible one of the US Grail’s goals “Creating 

communities for a sustainable future” and support the other work at Grailville. Both Grail and non-

Grail members felt that a close connection with Grailville was a major point of our commitment.  A 

more closely connected ecovillage would also realize an ideal expressed in a variety of ways over 

many years: “to repopulate Grailville.” To inspire all who visit Grailville, it would provide as close to a 

model zero-energy building example as possible. Both the vision and mission statements of Heartland 

Ecovillage are directly in accordance with the Grail’s.  

  

PRESENT SITUATION - We have begun a dialog with the Council to consider having the ecovillage 

closer to the Hub. The Council is considering land uses at Grailville (see the Council meeting notes of 

March 2011, published with the weekly News on April 21, 2011) and we have requested that 

Ecovillage be “in the mix” of these considerations.  

 

We also know that we, the ecovillagers, have much work to do, though our experiences from 

infrastructure and site planning on two sites, through to preparing a financial pro forma, put us in a 

favorable position to move more quickly once a site is decided. We will have to do a site plan, a 

development plan, financial assessment, and other aspects of “due diligence” on any possible site 

before we can realistically know about viability. We are not asking the US Grail to contribute 

financially. We are presently a core group of 15 members who are interested in and willing to work 

towards realizing this community and others are waiting until something is more definite with the 

intention to join us.   

  

In Hope, 

Joyce Asfour, Shirley Beaupre, Vivian Corres, Mary Lu Lageman, Terry 

Marshall, Trina Paulus, Lenie Schaareman, Ann  Steffy  
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Readers’ Corner 

 

Don’t forget to share what you are reading. Send an email to noreen@grail-us.org or give 
us a call at (513) 683-5750. 

 

Review: A New/Old Story 
 
The Christian Future and the Fate of Earth 
by Thomas Berry.  
Edited with an introduction by Mary Evelyn Tucker and 
John Grim. 
Orbis Books, 2009.  129 pp.  Paperback. $20. 
 
In the 1970s, when twenty-five of us or so were living 
together in community at Grailville, a Catholic priest 
named Thomas Berry used to come and talk to us. The 
US Grail had been part of the “back to the land” movement from its early years, and by then 
the environmental movement was definitely underway, with books appearing like E.F. 
Schumacher’s Small is Beautiful.   But Berry, a Passionist monk and professor of world 
religions at Fordham, the Jesuit University in New York, was presenting some truly original 
ideas about the relationship between the earth and the creation stories of the various 
religions.  
 

 Between Berry’s visits, we would read and discuss mimeographed copies of 
his recently written articles. One of them, “The New Story,” proposed an 
entirely new creation-centered framework for understanding the universe in 
place of the redemption-centered framework that had served the west for 
more than a millennium. In 1987, the Catholic intellectual journal Cross 
Currents, co-edited by the Grail’s old friend Bill Birmingham, published 
several of these essays, including “The New Story,” and in 1990, Berry 
published his groundbreaking The Dream of the Earth in the Sierra Club’s 
Nature and Natural Philosophy Library. Today, Berry, sometimes described 

as a “geologian” rather than a “theologian,” is widely considered a pioneer in religious 
environmentalism. 
 
Now, Orbis Books has published a collection of Berry’s essays, The Christian Future and the 
Fate of Earth. This short, compact volume of readable articles is an excellent overview of 
Berry’s thinking in cosmic/religious environmentalism. The introduction by two leaders in 
the religion and ecology movement, Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim, clarifies Berry’s 
importance in the movement.  Among the other contributions, published by Berry between 
1982 and 2000, are pieces on “Christianity and Ecology,” a manifesto about what is required 
of Christianity if the planet is to survive;  “The Wisdom of the Cross,” in which Berry rereads 
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the crucifixion in light of the entire history of the cosmos; and  “Women Religious: Voices of 
the Earth,” a paean to the pioneering environmental work of US Catholic Sisters. 
 
As I read these essays, two thoughts came to me. One is that what Thomas Berry says here is 
far more directly critical of Catholic and Christian teaching than is Quest for the Living God, 
the book by the Catholic feminist theologian Elizabeth Johnson which was recently singled 
out for reprimand by the US Catholic bishops. But Berry was never treated the way Johnson 
has been (though his forebear Teilhard de Chardin certainly was, and more). Part of the 
reason for this is that it was a different set of bishops who were reading Berry’s essays (or not 
bothering to read them). Also, Berry didn’t claim to be writing theology; the bishops may feel 
less responsible for “a geologian” or “cultural historian,” as Berry sometimes described 
himself. Or maybe it’s just more maddening when a Catholic Sister raises these questions. 
 
My other thought has to do with some of the discomfort expressed recently on the US Grail 
listserv about any mention of the Catholic tradition in the international Grail vision 
statement. For many members over the years--and not only Catholic Grail members — the 
writing of the Catholic priest Thomas Berry, challenging us to adopt a radically new cosmic 
framework for our life and work, is precisely an instance of the Catholic tradition. Reading 
The Christian Future and the Fate of the Earth would be a great way to gain insight into this part 
of US Grail history.   
 
Marian Ronan lives in Brooklyn, NY 

 

 

Images from Janet Kalven’s 98th Birthday Party
On Sunday, May 22, Grail members, friends and family of Grail member Janet 

Kalven gathered at Maureen Woods’ Hall to wish Janet a happy 98
th

 birthday. 

Those present for a lovely brunch included Meg Bruck, Pat Dolan, Alice Dougan, 

Jody Grundy, Mary Emma Kuhn, Mary Lu Lageman, Terry Marshall, Fran Martin, 

Anne Mercier, Lenie Schaareman, Deborah Schak, Marian Schwab, Jean Wilson, 

Noreen Willhelm, Janet’s nephew and his wife, and a host of other friends. 
 Photos by Noreen Willhelm 

Janet Kalven 
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Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Maureen Laflin 

Mary Lu Lageman 

Joann Lamb 

Carol Hussong Leopold 

Lyllis Ling 

Angie Loecke 

Peggy Logue 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Gail Malley 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Laura Pagoada-Mellado 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Lynn Robbins 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

GRAIL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 THROUGH MAY 31, 2011 

Total Member-Giving To The Grail:      $72,224 

All member categories: 123 (49%) 

Active: 83 (52%) 

Wider members: 16 (62%) 

Emerita: 23 (39%) 

National Fund: $40,562 

Grailville: $13,213 

Cornwall: $6,794 

Special Projects: $11,656 
 

Thank you to all of the Grail Members who have made a contribution this year, to National operations, 

Grailville or Cornwall or to a Special Project. If you have given and don’t see your name reflected here, please 

call the National office, (513) 683-5750. We’re working hard to make sure all of our information is correct 

and appreciate your help and your understanding. 

Members who have made their 2011 contribution between January 1-May 31, 2011 
 

Helen Adler 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Constance Barrow 

Carol Barton 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Jane Bergquist 

Mary Louise Birmingham 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Rose Mae Broussard 

Wendy Budzynski 

Jacqueline Carroll 

Teresa Carter 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Bethann Witcher Cottrell 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Ivette Diaz 

Patricia Dillon 

Patricia Dolan 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Monica Erler 

Mary Farrell 

Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Kathleen Fisher 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Carolyn Gratton 

Lea Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Gwendolyn Hawk 

Ann Heidkamp 

Martha Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Alexa Kane 

Rosa Ruiz 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Shields Siemering 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Stephana (Mary Ann) 

                   Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Duanne Welsch 

Francine Wickes 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Patricia Young 

 


