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REGIONAL MEETINGS IN PREP FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

~ Lynn Malley ~ 
 

At the end of the regional meeting in Cincinnati, Fran Martin suggested we not report 
fully about the content of each meeting. She thought it would be better if each region 
came to the agenda with their own inventiveness, unbiased by what occurred at 
previous meetings. This seemed like good advice. Having participated in two regions 
now, it is clear that each area has their own major concerns and their own unique 
character!  Therefore, what we will do now is just give a flavor of the two meetings that 
have occurred. 

 
Ohio/Kentucky Region:  
Twenty eight people came to the meeting. They 
represented folks from Grailville, Loveland, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Columbus and Kentucky. The size of the 
group and the deep concerns of the group made it 
impossible to get through the whole agenda. Instead, 
most of the meeting focused on the “Building bridges 
between diverse spiritual paths” part of the strategic 
plan, Grailville’s strategic plan and budget, sale of 
land and National finances. Time was also spent in 
small groups discussing criteria for membership. The 
meeting was intense and spirited, with really good 
suggestions for the ‘background’ section of “Building 
bridges….” (in the National Strategic Plan), 
membership criteria, the NLT, and future regional 
meetings. The fact that this was the first regional 
meeting was felt by participants and facilitators alike! 

Louisiana Region: 
Sixteen people were present 
representing Lafayette and Houma-
Thibodeaux. The group managed to 
discuss the entire agenda, deciding that 
the order of importance for them was:  
1) Membership, 2) Sale of land, 3) 
National Strategic Plan, 4) Mission 
Statement, 5) National finances, 6) 
Evaluation of the Structure.  The group 
was able to reach consensus on most of 
the topics, since much of the agenda 
has been discussed in previous monthly 
meetings. The atmosphere of thoughtful 
discussion and deep caring was 
palpable, with everyone agreeing it was 
an important and fruitful meeting.  

 
 

IF YOU HAVEN’T YET PARTICIPATED IN A REGIONAL MEETING, MANY OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT! 
 

UPCOMING REGIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
May 14 NJ / PA, in Princeton at Debra’s home 
May 14 New York Region, at the Bronx Grail House 
May 21 Boston 
June 18 New Mexico / Colorado / Arizona 
June 3 Northwest, in Seattle at Cherie’s home 
June 5 Northern CA 
June 7 Southern CA at Pilgrim Place 
June 18 WI /Chicago / MI, in Oak Park at Mary’s home 
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SIX NEW YORK WOMEN JOIN THE GRAIL 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
Hardly a week goes by but what somebody 

inquires about how to join the Grail.  Usually 
she writes to a member of the Leadership 
Team, but eventually her inquiry gets to the 
Exploring Membership Team.  Some inquire 
because they have attended a Grail program 
and liked what they saw.  Some hear about us 
from their friends.  Some inquire because a 
Grail member has invited them to consider 
becoming a member.  Lately I’ve received 
inquiries from 
• a woman who met us through the Grailville 

Ecovillage meetings 
• a woman who took on the Grail as a 

research project at the University of Dayton. 
Currently twenty-five women are exploring Grail 
membership. 

I usually respond to membership inquiries 
with a phone call or an e-mail explaining a bit 
about the Grail and directing them to check out 
the U.S. Grail website and the Grailville 
website.  Then I ask them to fill out an 
information sheet about their previous 
experiences with the Grail and what they 
expect to be able to contribute to the Grail.  
When they fill out and return that sheet, they 
are officially “in process.”  Penny Carr then 
sends them one of our big ‘membership 
notebooks’, complete with some chapters from 
Janet Kalven’s book, The Catholic Historian, 
Grail faith statements, and other pertinent 
background information about the Grail.  
Exploring members are usually matched up 
with a Grail member so that they can 
correspond or meet over a period of time until 
there is a mutual decision about whether the 
Grail is a good match for them.  They are also 
encouraged to meet other Grail women by 
attending Grail events or traveling to centers. 

In New York we have a special situation 
where Emily Thomas stepped up and 
encouraged women who had been attending 
Politics and Spirituality meetings to form their 
own “Exploring the Grail” group.  Currently 
eleven P & S women are doing just that, 
although it’s hard to keep track since they 
haven’t all officially sent in their information 
sheets.  Additionally, two women at Cornwall 

are also exploring membership.  Some of these 
women have been meeting with the Grail and 
attending retreats at Cornwall for years.  Many 
of them are already heavily involved in social 
justice work. Six of these women will be 
making their commitment at Cornwall in May.  
Magda and Brigitte’s introduction and 
membership statements follow. (pages 3-4) 

Recently, four women in the Bronx have 
indicated their interest in exploring the Grail.  
They will be working closely with Sharon 
Joslyn and Mary Kay Louchart. 

In the Cincinnati region we have another 
four women carried over from last year, 
including Lynda Fields, who works at Grailville.  
(Lynda’s Grailville co-worker, Jan Weinkam, 
has also just begun her exploration process.)  
In addition, we have four women dispersed 
throughout the U.S. from as far west as Los 
Angeles, California (Kristin Hurley) and Seattle, 
Washington (Mia Spangenberg). 

Outreach has been a big factor in interesting 
this many women in joining the Grail.  I recently 
invited eight women who I thought might be 
interested in the Grail to come to dinner at my 
house and to view the video “Inspired Lives.” 
They were all friends of mine who share Grail 
values (so far, though, none of them have 
jumped on board).  What really works is when 
there are ongoing activities in a region to keep 
inviting interested women to.  As Emily 
Thomas told me, “The Grail has to be 
experienced.  You can’t just tell somebody 
about it.  And remember, you’ve got to date a 
long time before you decide to get married.”   

I think we all need to muster our enthusiasm 
and talk up the Grail.  It is an important time for 
us, and an exciting time to become a member 
since so many new things are happening.  I’m 
hopeful that we will have a nice big class of 
new members to welcome at the October GA. 
 

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
Judith Blackburn, Chair 
Penny Carr 
Barbara Gibbons 
Jean Wilson 
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GRAIL COMMITMENTS 
~ Peg Linnehan ~ 
for the process team 

 
With gratitude and joy I present Magda 

Durante and Brigitte Cicero who will make their 
Grail commitment with four others from New 
York City on May 7 at the Grail in Cornwall. 

Ann Burke and I have accompanied Magda 
and Brigitte and Mia Spangenberg (who is 
continuing her Grail process in Seattle) in their 
exploration of membership in the Grail for over 
a year.  Mary Gene Devlin and Emily Thomas 
have joined in at different moments along the 
way. 

It has been a wonderfully interactive 
process and built upon several years of east 
coast Grail involvement for both Magda and 
Brigitte.  Magda has done considerable Grail 

staff work at Cornwall, participated in the 
Politics and Spirituality group and recently 
helped to coordinate the series of Wellness 
Weekends at Cornwall.   Brigitte has 
participated in Cornwall weekends, contributed 
to the Politics and Spirituality group and has 
been “mentored” for many years by Jackie Di 
Salvo.  

You will know them better from what they 
have written about themselves, but we feel 
privileged to have shared this experience with 
them and to know how much their spirit, 
commitment and contribution will enrich us on 
the Grail path that we walk together. 

 
 
 
 

BRIGITTE CICERO 
 

My first Grail experience was a retreat at Cornwall in 1999. 
Judith Plaskow and Diana Hayes were the speakers, and, needless 
to say, it was a very dynamic weekend. I remember feeling so 
intellectually and emotionally stimulated by the group discussions, it 
reminded me of my favorite college classes. The timing of this 
retreat was especially important for me, as I was  feeling stressed 
out, drained, and disillusioned at the time  (new house, new job, 
new dog, family, etc.), which was the catalyst for attending that 
retreat.  Jackie (DiSalvo) had tried many times to get me to 
participate in Grail events, unsuccessfully. 

I felt an immediate, strong connection with the Grail. Although I 
have attended few meetings and events, that feeling has become 
stronger over the years. The women of the Grail challenge me 
intellectually and emotionally; they awe and inspire me. They renew 
and affirm my commitment to social justice, environmentalism, and 
exploring spirituality.  

Currently I work as a nurse. I am married and have a 12 year 
old daughter (Alexandra). I am passionate about animal rights 
issues, from both an environmental and social justice standpoint. 
My family lives in Yorktown Heights (Westchester) New York. When 
the minivan-soccermom-Mcmansion lifestyle feels like it’s closing in, 
the ideals and visions of the Grail save me. It opens up all the best 
alternative ways of thinking, doing, and being. I am grateful and 
honored to be committing to this group.  
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MAGDA DURANTE 

 
Before my commitment ceremony, I would 

like to introduce myself to those members of 
the Grail whom I haven’t met. My name is 
Magda Durante and I have been active with the 
Cornwall Center since 1997, when I first 
arrived as the organic gardener. I spent two 
transformative years here as a full-time 
volunteer and enjoyed meeting and living with 
many Grail members from all over the world. 
During that time and subsequent to moving to 
New York City, I’ve assisted in coordinating 
and staffing various Grail retreats and 
programs at Cornwall, including a well-received 
Wellness Series.  

During my years in NYC, I worked for two 
community-based nonprofits that sought to 
develop low-income neighborhoods in different 
ways -- first with a non-profit that seeks to 
increase homeownership among low-income 
NYC residents, and later at the largest 
community gardening organization in the 
country. However, seeing many passionate 
activists acting out of anger, fear, and hate, 
instead of love and peace -- putting out 
masses of negative energy along with any 
good done -- I began to see the necessity of 
working from the individual level to achieve 
true, lasting global transformation. I see this 
today as the root of all real social change - 
addressing the schisms, fear, and anger that 
we hold individually -- working towards 
wholeness and the constant awareness of the 
transcendent, all-embracing presence of the 
Divine in ourselves, each other, and this Earth. 
This work and insight led me to attend school 
for Massage Therapy, which I have been 
practicing since 2001 in NYC and Cornwall.  

Beginning in November 2003, I’ve lived at 
the Cornwall Center half the week and NYC 
the other half. I am a member of the Transition 
Team and offer other programmatic support at 
the Center, including grant writing (for a solar 
project), project development, outreach / 
marketing, IT support, and support with 
financial accounting.   I also volunteer for my 
county’s crisis helpline and in the bookstore at 
the meditation center that I attend. In my 

personal life, I’m in the process of fulfilling a 
dream I’ve held since first moving to the Grail 
of raising a family in a spiritual women’s 
community. From my experience of living in 
community and being closely involved with my 
nephew as he grows up, I’ve realized that 
nature has designed humans to live “in 
community” - it’s the optimal arrangement for 
society, families, and especially mothers. This 
is new territory for the Cornwall Center, but 
despite the challenges of forging a new model 
of community here, I’m excited about the 
benefits of raising a child in this context -- both 
for my family and the life and vibrancy of the 
Cornwall Center. My baby is due at the end of 
April 2005. After the birth, the baby and I will 
live at Cornwall during the week and spend 
weekends with my husband in the city. 

Since I’ve met the Grail, it has been a 
source of support and nourishment in so many 
ways. I’ve been inspired by the examples of 
many strong women doing amazing work all 
over the world. It’s been so valuable to me to 
connect with an international network of like-
minded women -- learning, working, and 
praying together. This community and support 
have perhaps been the most important aspects 
of my relationship with the Grail.  I’ve been 
particularly inspired by the Cornwall 
community, who at a crucial time in my life, 
gave me an example of a way of life that is 
simple, rich, meaningful, deeply connected, 
and beautiful. This group of strong, 
independent, radical, loving, God-centered 
women has held a sacred space for me and 
many others in which to connect and grow. 

I would like to help hold that sacred space 
for other women to connect - with themselves, 
each other, and the Spirit -- and to grow. I bring 
my love and my energy to the Grail -- my arms, 
my mind, my hands and heart. I bring also my 
conviction that the Grail can transform and 
move forward into the new century and 
beyond, continuing its long tradition of 
modeling ways of life that promote true peace 
and justice, and expressing the Creator’s love 
on this earth. 
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ECOVILLAGE PROJECT AT GRAILVILLE 

~ Bonnie Hendricks ~ 
 

 
As previously reported, on March 17 the Grail 

submitted a “tax credit application” to the Ohio 
Housing and Finance Agency (OHFA) through 
Maureen Wood, the developer acting on the Grail’s 
behalf, with partners Ohio Capital (equity provider) 
and Miller-Valentine (developer).  As the implications 
of “tax credits” became more apparent, Grail and 
villager anxieties rose, as did prayers that this project 
“wouldn’t make the lottery cut” . . . 

As a result, on April 29 the National Grail Council, 
while affirming Ecovillage development at Grailville, 
voted to withdraw our tax credit application.  Why this 
big step?  Two excerpts of explanation from letters 
sent by the Grail Board of Trustees: 

Letter to Ohio Housing and Finance Agency: 
On March 16, 2005 The Grail and Miller-
Valentine Communities agreed that either party 
can remove the tax credit application from 
OHFA competition if an agreeable 
predevelopment agreement was unable to be 
negotiated by April 20, 2005.  As of April 20 we 
were unable to reach agreement, despite good 
faith efforts of all parties. 

Letter to Maureen Wood, developer: 
• Negotiations on the terms of agreement are 

still in dispute concerning: 
o Environmentally sustainable construction 

techniques and materials; 
o Financing not covered by the tax credits; 
o Distribution of economic risks and 

rewards. 
• The Grail does not currently have the staff 

capacity to sustain such a project. 

We have learned more about the 
stipulations required by tax credit 
financing, which threatened the original 
vision of Ecovillage.  Given tax credit 
regulations, we couldn’t ensure the 
blending of a 40-unit affordable-housing 
development into an intentional 
community focus on ecological 
sustainability.  There would be little say 
about who came to reside in the units, 
and we lack the on-the-ground woman-
power necessary to safeguard the Grail’s 
interests over the course of the 15-year 
tax credit term. 

The next chapter.  The big question, 
of course, is now what?  Since we’ve 
said ‘no’ to this, will anything happen?  
On April 29, the National Grail Council 
also reaffirmed the Grail’s commitment to 
new Ecovillage development at Grailville.  
We have a lot of work ahead of us to 
research options, but ‘grace’ appears to 
be happening.  Exciting connections are 
being made through synchronistic 
encounters, and villager energy is high. 

We are deeply grateful to Maureen 
for the enormous gift of herself that she 
has given to this project over the last 5 
months. We have learned an enormous 
amount, and her expertise and energy 
have catapulted the project to a new 
level.  Words cannot contain our 
gratitude.

 

 

THE VISION WE SHARE: 
Ecovillages are urban or rural communities of people, who 
strive to integrate a supportive social environment with a low-
impact way of life. To achieve this, they integrate various 
aspects of ecological design, permaculture, ecological 
building, green production, alternative energy, community 
building practices, and much more. 

FROM GEN: GLOBAL ECOVILLAGE NETWORK 
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PHILADELPHIA REGION RETREAT 

~ Alexa Kane ~ 

 
The Philadelphia retreat this year was 

held at the Daylesford Abbey Spirituality 
Center in Paoli, PA March 18-20.  The 
Center and the grounds were very 
welcoming to us as we anticipated spending 
a weekend in the country.  Thirteen of us 
were able to come together for this 
wonderful gathering. We had decided to use 
as our source for Reflection and Discussion 
“Can You Drink the Cup?” by Henri 
Nouwen.  It proved to be an inspiring 
resource, one that carried special meaning 
for all of us.  In addition, we incorporated 
the Liturgy of the Hours to begin and end 
each day. 

Sheila Goldstein opened the Retreat 
with a very meaningful Shabbat experience, 
one that many of us felt we would like to 
make a part of each of our Friday evenings.  
One glitch was that we were not permitted 
to use candles at any time!  They finally 
relented and Sheila was able to light ‘just 
one’.  Following that, we spent some time 
getting to know our ‘guests’.  An von Tol, 
and Chris de Leeuw, from Holland – were 
on their way to Grailville for Holy week, and 
they made an inspiring addition to our 
group.  We also had two friends of Maureen 
Tate, Patricia Mellette and Victoria – who 
we all enjoyed as friends.  Lenie had 
prepared ‘Compline’ for us each evening, 
helping us to make a quiet end to our 
socializing. 

Saturday began with Morning Prayers, 
and then Mary DiVito and Maureen Tate 
began with the Reading, Discussions, and 
reflection on the theme of The Cup.  They 
were very well prepared, and the day went 
smoothly under their direction. They even 
created journals for us to write in. The ‘Cup’, 
a universal symbol, narrowed down to a 
reflection on one’s own life from the 
prospective of radical uniqueness.  There 

was so much to think about, but we also 
had time for sharing. 

After lunch and some free time to walk 
in the gardens, we gathered again.  After a 
reading on ‘Holding the Cup” and a 
reflection, in silence we went off to create 
‘our cup’ with the many materials provided. 
We are reminded that the cup of life is the 
cup in which sorrows and joys, sadness 
and gladness, mourning and dancing are 
never separated.   

We returned with our unique cups, all 
placed before us, while we listened to a 
reading on ‘Lifting the Cup’. Each of us in 
turn lifted our cup and shared; the group 
then responded to each by name with a 
cheer ‘to life’. We then read a segment 
from ‘Circle and the Light’ and prayed the 
Liturgy of the Hours before dinner. 

After dinner we watched the video 
“Inspired Lives”, and had a discussion on 
‘Drinking the Cup’. We lift the cups of our 
lives to bring life to each other.  We asked, 
what in our lives bring inspiration to 
others? 

Then it was time for the party.  We 
celebrated Maureen Tate’s birthday and 
the 50th birthday of the Grail in 
Philadelphia.  It was a joyous time!   We 
ended the evening again with Compline, 
and much to think about. 

Sunday we celebrated with Palm 
Sunday Mass at the Abbey, lots of singing 
and music, and a church filled with priests, 
brothers, a woman deacon, and the laity.  
We continued the celebration with a 
delicious Brunch, prepared by the priest 
and brothers of the Abbey. 

In addition to those already mentioned 
as present, we were: Mary Gindhart, 
Theresa Czerwinski, Esther Darbouze, 
Marie Guertin and Alexa Kane (who, with 
Helen Adler and Lenie Schaareman, 
prepared the Liturgy of the Hours). 
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SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 
~ Anne Hurley ~ 

for the Spirituality Team 
 
On March 30th, Trina Paulus posted an article she wrote on Teilhard de Chardin on 
the Grail listserv.  The occasion was the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of 
his death.  For those who may have missed it, here are some excerpts from it.   
 

Trina writes: 
 

Teilhard de Chardin was a visionary who influenced the Grail a lot . .  .I 
wrote this piece for our weekly parish peace and justice bulletin insert. . . . 

How astounding! In 1955, a French Jesuit died in New York City on 
Easter Sunday. Only a few in his scientific and religious communities knew 
of him. No books were published during his life. Now, this week, 50 years 
later, people all over the world celebrate his thought. He is a long time hero 
of mine. I want to share a little of his vision, which fits well in this octave of 
resurrection.  As I again enter deeply into his thought, it comes to me that 
here is an answer to the fear-filled atmosphere in our country. . . . 

I remember clearly my excitement and relief when Teilhard’'s writings 
first appeared in the year of his death. . . . Teilhard’s writings, especially The 
Divine Mileu, opened my young Catholic horizons to freedoms I instinctively 
longed for. His was a love of the earth, as the place we meet God, that was 
so profound that it resonates and ripples through lives and decades as we 
humans realize ever more deeply our essential bonding with all creation in 
our mutual sweep toward God. This earth itself is our Divine Milieu. This 
very earth is the place where we meet God. Thank you Teilhard, Thank you 
Thomas Berry his successor, thank you Audrey Schoemer and Miriam 
Therese McGillis of Genesis Farm and all who carry on his ideas. 

We Catholics do not have a problem any more with evolution. We 
experience scripture, not literally word for word, but within a grand liturgical 
context, which tells us THAT God created the world, not HOW God did it. 
We can be open as science helps us deepen into that mystery and the 
sublime wonder of it all. Catholics have much to bring to heal the divisions 
in the religious world today. May we stretch to our whole heritage and speak 
up with courage and love toward expectation of a glorious end for the 
adventure of creation. 

 
Trina includes a link to her parish bulletin where her article appeared, for those who 
want to read it in full: 

http://mysite.verizon.net/vze2046e/parishioners4peaceandjustice/  
click on” weekly pages” 

 
Trina also includes several websites where one may access information about 
Teilhard – biography, his written works, books about him and his thought, etc.  

 
http://www.webcom.com/gaia/tdc.html - an excerpt from “The Human 

Phenomenon” 
http://www.crosscurrents.org/chardin.htm - a 17 page footnoted article: “Toward 

a Science Charged with Faith” 
www.teilhard.cjb.net - site of The American Teilhard Association; click on 

“sitemap” for lots more information. 
Continued next page
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The following, from the www.teilhard.cjb.net site, is a summary of Teilhard’s significance. 

Resources, continued 

 
COMMEMORATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF TEILHARD'S DEATH IN NYC EASTER 1955 

 
In April of 2005 the American Teilhard Association, in collaboration with the French 

and British Teilhard Associations and other partnering institutions, begins a year-long 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the death of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
(1881-1955) in New York City. One of the leading thinkers of the 20th century, Teilhard 
integrated his scientific understanding of evolution with his religious understanding of 
the "divine milieu." His vision of the human as part of a dynamic unfolding universe is 
expressed in his classic text, The Human Phenomenon. As an accomplished scientist 
and as a person of deep religious conviction, Teilhard was himself a pioneer in bridging 
religion and science. He was as well a visionary capable of imagining a viable and 
vibrant human future. 

In advance of his time and in the midst of great turmoil Teilhard perceived an 
emerging global consciousness. This was consistent with his understanding of evolution 
that would unify the human spirit despite the disruptions of war and conflict evident in 
the first half of the 20th century. Though exiled from his native homeland and refused 
permission to publish The Human Phenomenon during his lifetime, Teilhard did not lose 
his humility or his zest for life. Teilhard's life and thought provide a remarkable reflection 
on endurance that arises from meaningful work, a productive life, and an ever-
deepening spiritual vision of reality. In addition to his multi-volume scientific work on 
paleontology completed during his lifetime, Teilhard's religious writings were eventually 
published after his death in 1955. With his idea of human consciousness encircling the 
planet as the noosphere, Teilhard is also credited with anticipating the complex 
technological connection of human thought now evident in global communications and 
in the worldwide Internet. Moreover, his thinking regarding the unity of the human has 
influenced several key founders of the United Nations. 

 
 
 

 
From Anne ~ 

 
 
Thank you, Trina, for 
your article ~ for 
bringing an awareness 
of these events and 
their significance to us.  
Thank you for your 
commitment and 
enthusiasm in living out 
these insights in your 
life. 

As before, please send 
contributions to this column to me 
at Gracegiven@110.net.  What 
helped you to grow spiritually?  
What increased your spiritual 
understanding or awareness?  
What helped you to better 
appreciate and understand spiritual 
diversity?  How did you react to 
this material?  It could be a few 
sentences or a few paragraphs.  It 
could be a book, music, movie, 
website, etc. 

I had some computer 
trouble over the past 
couple of months, and, 
especially between 
March 20 and April 2 
was not able to receive 
incoming emails.  If you 
sent me an email during 
this time, would you be 
good enough to resend 
it?  My apologies for any 
inconvenience.  
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WOMEN’S HOUSE 
~ Marguerite Coyle ~ 
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We began to legally establish 
ourselves as an NGO.  The president of 
CUT was supportive and again, the 
Spanish helped.  We bought this house, 
and the physical space has given us 
stability as well as a meeting place. 

We now have training for income-
generation.  Our first director had a 
relationship with the Institute of Social 
Welfare and built a strategic alliance with 
the then Mayor. Because of these 
associations, the Mayor asked us to 
organize women to clean the public 
parks and staff the bathrooms. So there 
is now a union of service workers who 
clean, the first union of its kind in Latin 
America.  And we now have six income-
generating businesses, among them 
domestic workers, and small businesses 
that provide cleaning supplies to the 
workers. 

 
*** 

 
The women said that the past two 

mayors of Bogotá began to remove 
people from the streets, the “informals” 
among them.  “They kicked the poorest 
out and created Millenium Park.  It was 
social cleansing of people who live on 
the streets because of lack of economic 
opportunity and layoffs.”  They said that 
rising unemployment brought rising 
crime.   “If you’re on the streets, there is 
no social security such as housing and 
food.  Police take your goods and sell 
them themselves (unless you are 
affiliated with a union).  You have to pay 
‘mafias’ to sell on certain streets, as very 
few vendors have permission to be 
there.”  However, their present mayor is 
reining in the police, they said.   

The directors told us that they had to 
renegotiate contracts every time the 

Continued next page
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Mayor of Bogotá changed.  They are 
still trying to come up with a project that 
is self-sustaining and said they are still 
dependent on outside help.  They 
pointed to one of their staff who was 
working on a business and political 
project.  “These perspectives are 
missing in the women we work with, 
because of poverty and abuse.  We do 
a lot of workshops.” 

The Women’s House has a staff of 
fifteen.  There are 800 women working 
in projects, while many more are 
reached through their school of 
leadership. The women said that 
coming from the labor movement, with 
its masculine background, they look to 
the feminist movement to “feed” them.  
Their house and project came out of 
CUT and is the only women’s house to 
come out of a labor movement -- the 
National Association of Women of the 
Informal Sector.  “We have been much 
more visionary than CUT at large.” 

They told us that Colombia today is 
a land without fathers and with a high 
number of children.  They said there 
were cultural barriers to family planning 
-- that womanhood is linked to 
motherhood. Patriarchy and taboos still 
exist, we were told. Many women are 
victims of physical and sexual violence, 
as well as of malnutrition and 
overcrowding.  “The Catholic church in 
Colombia has had no socially-active 
effect,” they said. “The church equals 
handouts; it is undignified.” 

Nor did the women have kind words 
for our government, calling the U.S. an 
“oppressor nation.”  “The abandonment 
of our countryside is a part of war.  It 
prohibits us from planting our own 
crops.”  They see the war of 
extermination as part of the desire of 
the U.S. to establish more trade routes 
and the fair trade agreements as a huge 
danger.  “The U.S. wants markets so 

we have to purchase U.S. products.  We 
are concerned about transgenic food 
products from the U.S.  Colombia is not 
ready to have an ‘ally’ like the U.S.” They 
also voiced concern about Colombia’s 
foreign debt and the danger of being 
brought under U.S. control because of it.   

Columbia, continued 

“We reject assistance from Plan 
Colombia.  The money is ‘costumed.’  It 
hides the real intent of the package.  We 
have been offered funds, but because of 
our principles, we refused them.  All the 
aid helps keep this violence going.  
Women are most affected by the armed 
conflict.  All sides have generated a huge 
number of deaths.”  They said the 
government needs to open its eyes to 
see the needs -- housing, food, health 
care.  “Peace is far in the future.” 

“Narco-trafficking is another factor in 
the violence,” we were told.  The 
paramilitaries and the guerrillas finance 
their movements through drug trafficking.  
“Pablo Escobar was a product of the 
needs of the people.  The poorest of the 
poor harvest coca leaves.  Many have to 
live off the drug trade.  The riches don’t 
come down to these people.” 

The women noted their roots:  “Many 
of us who are labor leaders came out of 
the student movement.  Your response is 
to get involved.  We have seen violence 
in our homes; a rebellion is born inside.  
We have no option but to struggle and 
fight.”  Said one of the directors, “I felt a 
call to fight.  Many of us leave our 
children to come to Bogotá to confront 
injustice.  I believe in the power of God.  I 
believe all have a mission to accomplish 
here.  Life goes in a direction with a 
purpose.”  And her colleague: “Now I 
work with women.  Women all have the 
same needs - we are working for the 
same things - we have suffered the same 
things.  Helping others is satisfying. I 
have faith in God … We have a lot to do.”   
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The following two articles, written by Mary Boyd, Canadian Grail, appeared in the international 
Grail Global Justice/Overcoming Poverty Network bulletin. 

Dorothy Rasenberger and Marie Sutter suggested their reprint in Gumbo. 

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION: GATS UPDATE 
 

The General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) is one of the trade 
agreements of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO).  ‘Services’ cover a vast range of human 
activities that meet our wants and needs from 
birth to death. They include the provision of 
such essentials as water, energy, transport, 
communications, health care, education and 
social security.  

There is both good and bad news.  The bad 
news is that the WTO, and, therefore, the 
GATS, is back on track after suffering a 
dramatic setback at Cancun, Mexico (Sept. 
2003) and that the Bush Administration 
considers that the WTO and the GATS are key 
components in its neo-liberal strategy.  

The good news is that there is still time to 
exert pressure on governments not to approve 
the current round of negotiations, known as the 
Doha Round after the WTO Ministerial 
meetings in Doha, Qatar (Nov. 2001).   The 
next set of Ministerial meetings will take place 
in Hong Kong at the end of this year. 
 

How does the GATS work? 
The goal of the GATS is that governments 

will progressively commit the service sectors in 
their countries to ‘free trade’, i.e., open them up 
to foreign investment and management by 
corporations for profit.  The GATS rules state 
that governments may exclude particular 
service sectors completely from the Agreement 
or put conditions, or limitations, on their 
inclusion (‘specific exceptions’).  But, in 
practice, governments are under constant, 
relentless pressure to remove any such 
restrictions and expose more and more of their 
service sectors to the ‘free market’.  Smaller 
and poorer countries are often powerless to 
resist the pressure.  And, under GATS rules, a 
commitment once made cannot be reversed 
without severe penalties, which smaller and 
poorer economies cannot afford to pay. 

All services are included in the current 
GATS negotiations.  After the collapse of the 
WTO talks at Cancun, the GATS negotiations 
have continued, even though talks on other 
agreements were suspended. It is the 
wealthiest and most powerful nations and their 
wealthy and powerful corporations that are 
driving these negotiations forward, despite 
evidence that it is not in the public interest and 
especially not in the interests of citizens with 
little or no income. 

GATS negotiations proceed on the basis of 
requests and offers.  By a certain deadline, all 
countries wanting to trade in services of other 
countries make specific requests to those 
countries for access to these services.  
Another deadline is set for countries to make 
offers, i.e., to respond to the requests received 
and offer to put any other service sectors into 
the global market for sale.  These negotiations 
take place behind closed doors.  

After Doha, the deadlines set were 30 June 
2002 (for specific requests) and 31 March 2003 
(for initial commitments).  However, many 
countries had not participated by the due 
dates. Then the Cancun talks failed: a number 
of developing countries closed them down by 
walking out when their requirements for fair 
access to major world markets for their 
agriculture were ignored. Those driving the 
GATS, in particular from USA, the European 
Union (EU) and Japan, insist that they want to 
see substantial new GATS commitments as a 
condition for their reducing agricultural 
subsidies in their countries.  

If there is a breakthrough in WTO 
negotiations on agriculture, the stage is set for 
rapid movement on the GATS.  Trade in 
services will be ‘packaged’ with proposals for 
improved market access for agriculture, so that 
the countries most dependent on agricultural 
exports will be under extreme pressure to 
accept the whole package.  The prospects for 

Continued next page
Page 11 



GATS
th
b
a
D

a
U
‘fr
im
g
d
d
su
o
a
co
n
su
re
p

se

D

D

 

 

 

 

, continued 
is have increased since some progress has 
een made in unblocking the talks on 
griculture and getting movement again on the 
oha Round of negotiations generally.   

In July 2004, a deal was hammered out and 
pproved by the United States, the European 
nion, Brazil, India and Australia, called the 
amework agreement’.  Among a number of 
portant provisions, this agreement calls on 

overnments who have not submitted offers to 
o so ‘as soon as possible’; it sets a new 
eadline of May 2005 for governments to 
bmit revised offers.  It also specifies that 

ffers should be of ‘high quality’ particularly for 
reas of export interest to ‘developing’ 
untries; and it requires members to intensify 

egotiations on GATS rules related to 
bsidies, government procurement, domestic 
gulation of services and safeguard 

rovisions. 
The USA and the EU are clear that trade in 

rvices is their highest priority. Service 

industry cartels such as the U.S. Coalition of 
Service Industries, and global corporations 
such as Suez, Halliburton, FedEx and 
American Express, have been heavily lobbying 
trade negotiators in Geneva.  Recently in 
Geneva, negotiators from around the world 
spent 3 weeks meeting with a view to 
increasing the number of service sectors that 
countries will open up to global trading.  
 

Our work 
In individual countries, we can play our part 

in pressing our national governments to reveal 
and defend the actions they are taking. This is 
a combined task for public interest and justice 
groups, activists, ordinary citizens and elected 
officials at all levels of government.  National 
governments should not be agreeing to any 
trade in services that undermines the rights of 
their citizens to affordable access to all 
essential public services. 

 

 
WATER 

ID YOU KNOW . . .  
The United Nations has proclaimed the period 2005-2015 the International Decade for Action on 

Water, ‘Water for Life’. This decade began on World Water Day, 22 March, 2005. 
o you think the following Water Resolution could be an action tool for you to use in your municipality 

as a way of raising people’s awareness of water as a human right and the threat of privatisation of 
water? 

WATER RESOLUTION - (NAME OF CITY OR TOWN) 

WHEREAS the UN has proclaimed the period 2005-2015 as the International Decade for Action on Water and 
World Water Day is 22 March; 

AND WHEREAS 1 in 6 people in the world cannot access clean drinking water; 
AND WHEREAS the UN Conference on Water in 1977 in Mar del Plata affirmed the right of all persons to have 

access to clean drinking water in order to satisfy their fundamental needs; 
AND WHEREAS current World Bank loans for water services in developing countries frequently require the 

privatisation of those services or an increase in water prices, thereby jeopardising citizens’ access to safe 
drinking water; 

AND WHEREAS the (name of organization) has asked the municipalities of (name of country) to assist in its 
effort to have the national government recognise water as a common good and access to drinking water as 
a basic human right; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Council recognise and affirm that:  
water is a sacred gift that connects all life; 
access to clean water is a basic human right; 
the value of Earth’s fresh water to the common good takes priority over any possible commercial value; 
fresh water is a sacred legacy, a public trust, and a collective responsibility. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this Council call upon the national government to urge the World Bank to 
ensure access to clean, affordable water for the world’s poor, and strengthen the role of the public sector 
and local communities in deciding water policies and delivering and regulating water services. 

Continued next page
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Water, continued 
How would you reword this resolution to suit 

your particular situation? 
Would you need additional resource materials 

about water as a human right or about 
water privatisation to help you make your 
case to the municipality? 

Would you be able to convince your municipal 
leaders to take this further to other levels of 
government, e.g., district, province, state 
and national levels? 

Have you checked into the situation in your 
municipality to find out what is happening or 
being planned for your municipal water? 
This would give you a better idea of what to 

expect when meeting your municipal 
leaders. It would also help you to decide 
what you need to prepare for such a 
meeting. 

Can you imagine what we could achieve in 10 
years if we began right away, at the 
beginning of the decade, to raise people’s 
awareness of fresh water as a human right? 

Remember, there will be many actions taken at 
municipal levels throughout the world to 
raise this awareness. We can be active 
participants. Let’s catch the wave and be 
leaders. 

 

ACTION OPPORTUNITY: 
URGE YOUR CONGRESSPERSON TO OPPOSE 

MONEY FOR THE “BUNKER BUSTER” NUCLEAR BOMB 
 

In 2004, the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns and the Interfaith Committee on Nuclear 
Disarmament asked for help in urging Congress to oppose new nuclear weapons. We won in 2004!  
Citizen actions, and the leadership of Rep. David Hobson (OH-7), resulted in Congress eliminating the 
money for new nuclear weapons in the final appropriations bill. 

The Bush administration this year is reviving its proposal for a new generation of “usable” nuclear 
weapons, often described as “bunker busters.” We need to mobilize again to slam the door shut on these 
new nuclear weapons before the administration proposal gains momentum. We won last year and can 
win again this year! 

If you have access to the internet, please enter the link below to the Friends Committee for National 
Legislation's website, which provides more details on the bunker buster and access to your congress 
member’s email, phone, and fax. 

www.capwiz.com/fconl/issues/alert/?alertid=7330336&type=CO  
If you don’t have access to the internet, use the following talking points to draft a letter to your 

Congressperson: 
• Tell them that building more nuclear weapons will not make us safer. Funds to research new 

nuclear weapons are seen as provocative by other countries. They contribute to the desire of 
other countries to obtain nuclear weapons. “Do as I say, not as I do” does not work. 

• Tell them that smart U.S. diplomacy can counter the threat from countries such as Iran and North 
Korea. Programs such as the nuclear “bunker buster,” which increase the U.S. threat to other 
countries, undermine U.S. diplomacy. Make your priorities clear. 

• Tell them that given the difficulty of balancing the budget, you would rather have your tax dollars 
going towards securing and destroying nuclear bomb material in Russia (or the priority of your 
choice), rather than researching new nuclear weapons. 

• Developing a new generation of nuclear weapons undermines the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). The U.S. has disarmament obligations under the NPT, which will be reviewed in 
May 2005. U.S. efforts to strengthen the NPT are undermined by our government’s pursuit of new 
nuclear weapons. While Iran and North Korea attempt to break out of the NPT, the United States 
can ill afford to erode the treaty framework. 

 
Mail letters to the U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., 20515 (although please note there is 
a delivery delay due to security measures). Call the Capitol switchboard for fax numbers: 202-224-3121. 
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VIDEOS AVAILABLE: 
JUSTICE AND PEACE, AND THE DELEGITIMIZATION OF WAR 

~ Teresa Wilson ~ 
 

This choice of a DVD/video from last summer's Grailville retreat has been edited and is 
now offered as part of a packet to educate ourselves on war's impact on our lives. 
Workshops on this subject can encourage us to work toward peace and/or the 
delegitimization of war.  
 
The Delegitimization of War was facilitated by Teresa Wilson and filmed by Trina 
Paulus at the 2004 National Retreat. The Justice and Peace presentation by Joann 
Lamb, filmed in Pilgrim Place and shown at the retreat, is especially valuable for 
discussion groups wishing to explore the connection between a Grail commitment to 
justice and peace and spirituality. 
 
You are encouraged to schedule a similar program in your Grail community, using this 
DVD/video. You may order either. Print materials are included in the packet, which is 
available for $25 through the National Office: nlt@grail-us.org or (513) 683-5750.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grail 
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