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UPDATE FROM GRAILVILLE 
~ Joy France and Beth Barr ~ 

 
December has been a month of transition at Grailville – and it looks like January will continue 
to be so.  We have been working to create smooth transitions for staff who are moving into 
‘on-call’ roles and we now begin the work of transitioning Grailville into a new way of operating.  
As a concrete example, we will be condensing our work areas into a smaller space to save on 
heating costs, and those of us who remain on staff will be taking turns answering the phone.  

On a celebratory note, the Creche luncheons were a wonderful success this year!  Many 
thanks to Jean Wilson and Jan Taylor for their excellent early publicity which resulted in a 
fabulous turn-out of 350 paying guests!  Thanks also to Rose Mary Clark and Joy France for 
giving the presentations.  As always, it was a joy to showcase such beautiful creches. 

We are also very pleased to tell you that Beth Barr has joined the leadership team at Grailville. 
We are now a happy team of three, Joy France, Mark Metcalfe and Beth Barr.  Beth 
enthusiastically shares her gifts and brings a fresh new perspective to our work. We are very 
grateful for her willingness to bring her skill and expertise to the challenging work ahead. 

Over 50 people attended the Community Meeting we held on December 5th and many 
expressed their care and concern for Grailville along with their willingness to help us discern 
what our future holds.  Meg Bruck, in her new role as the second Centers Quad person and 
liaison between Grailville and Council, visited Grailville in late December to meet with staff and 
then with a few people who have come forward as interested stakeholders.  

As work continues on the Advisory Committee, we’ve found ourselves struggling with some 
foundational questions about the goal of the Committee. This struggle has led us to trying to 
understand more fully what the mission of Grailville should be.  We are looking at the Grail 
mission statement and asking ourselves, “How do we want to live this mission at Grailville?”  
We’ve generated three questions to inform us in this quest: 

• Does the work of U.S. Grail movement need Grailville? 
• If so, what does the U.S. Grail need Grailville to be? 
• What does the local community need Grailville to be? 

We need your help!  We would deeply appreciate receiving a greeting card from you sharing 
your ideas on any or all of the questions listed above.  Please choose a greeting card that 
expresses your feelings about or perspective on Grailville.  If you were going to send us a 
card, would it be a bereavement card?  A thank you card?  Something else?  Please keep 
your comments on the card itself as we will be displaying them in the office so they can 
remind, inform and inspire us during the months to come. 

We intend to have the Advisory Committee assembled by the end of January and be hard at 
work considering Grailville’s mission and the guidelines for proposals in February.  The 
request for proposals will be distributed sometime soon thereafter.  We will be in touch before 
then about how you can help us gather excellent proposals!  Thank you for your help and good 
wishes! 
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DEVELOPING COMMUNITIES: PRACTICING THEATRE FOR TRANSFORMATION 
~ Simonetta Romano ~ 

 
The first workshop sponsored and 

organized by the Women’s Institute for Social 
Transformation was held at the Grail Center 
in Cornwall during the December 9 - 11 
weekend. 

Despite a snow storm that hit the New 
York region for a day and a half right before 
the beginning of the program, all but one of 
the 22 women enrolled for the workshop were 
able to reach Cornwall right on time for a very 
exciting start. The group gathering in the 
living room of the Phoenix on Friday evening 
was very diverse in terms of race, class, 
education and age. Co-facilitators Mariette 
Sluyter and Sharon Thomson did not wait too 
long before engaging all the participants in a 
series of funny activities and games aimed at 
building community and trust among us. In 
less than two hours, we were ready to 
fearlessly dive together into a fast paced, 
intense process that demanded all of us to be 
fully present and actively involved in the 
typical experiential cycle of the popular 
education methodology, from action to 
reflection to a further action to reflection 
again.   

This workshop was an introduction to the 
Theatre of the Oppressed – Forum 
methodology, developed by Augusto Boal, a 
Brazilian theatre director, political activist and 
popular educator. Boal's interactive approach 
to theatrical expression emphasizes physical 
dialogues, non-verbal imagery, consensus-
building and problem-solving processes, and 
techniques for developing awareness of both 
external and internalized forms of oppression. 
Forum Theater is designed for use in schools, 
community centers, trade unions, and 
political, solidarity and grassroots 
organizations. Workshop participants (the 
actors) are asked to tell a story, taken from 
daily life, containing a political or social 
problem of difficult solution. A skit presenting 
that problem is improvised and presented. 
When the skit is over, the audience discusses 
the presentation, and then the scene is 

performed once more. But now, audience 
members are urged to intervene by stopping 
the action, coming on stage to replace actors, 
and enacting their own ideas. Thus, instead of 
remaining passive, the audience becomes 
active "spect-actors" who now create 
alternative solutions and control the dramatic 
action. The aim of the forum is not to find an 
ideal solution, but to create new ways of 
confronting oppression. In Brazil and other 
parts of Latin America, as well as in India and 
Africa, Forum Theater has been used with 
peasant and worker "audiences" as training in 
labor and community organizing and 
participatory democracy. 

spect-actors 
 
Mariette, an actor and artistic director of All 

Nations Theatre in Calgary, Alberta, an 
organization that focuses on consciously 
educative theatre, and Sharon, who has been 
working with poetry, interactive theatre and 
rituals in our Grail community and in other 
contexts for more than 20 years, were 
excellent facilitators. Having met last summer 
at the Theatre of the Oppressed workshop led 
by Boal himself, they were eager to engage all 
of us in a very exciting, emotionally intense, 
and intellectually stimulating process of 
discovering what community-based theatre 
means and how it can work. 

continued next page 
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 Theatre, continued 

 

The participants’ evaluation at 
the end of the workshop 
manifested a great appreciation 
for the program and the two 
facilitators. As women working as 
educators, teachers, and 
community activists, we were all 
able to foresee concrete 
possibilities for applying what we 
learned in the context of our work 
for social change.  

As one of the organizers, I was 
extremely grateful to all the people who 
worked with the Institute to make this 
program a success: the PR supporters who 
forwarded our announcement to their own 
lists of friends and colleagues, thereby 
multiplying our ability to outreach to 
potential participants, the Cornwall staff, 
who worked around the clock to provide 
excellent hospitality; the National Grail 
which supported the program with 
scholarships for those in need of financial 
help, and – of course - Mariette and 
Sharon, whose talents and skills blended 
together in a very powerful cocktail that we 
will not easily forget! 

GUMBO CORRECTION, NOVEMBER 2005 
 

In my haste to put together the November Gumbo immediately following the 
General Assembly, I overlooked the changes made to the Structure Proposal on the 
floor of the Assembly.  The full proposal as it passed will be in the GA Report, but 
for the record, there were 2 additional actions that were passed as part of the 
Structure Proposal.  The additions were: 

The Council will begin a process of assessing the Quads and developing means 
of ensuring meaningful participation of members. 

All National Leadership (NLT, Quad Coordinators & Treasurer) will be paid 
positions starting in 2007. 

SORRY FOR THE OVERSIGHT! 
BONNIE 
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SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 
 

PATCHES: A HUMAN QUILTER ~ A HUMAN CHURCH, BY GEORGE WILSON, S.J. 
REVIEW BY EVA FLEISCHNER 

 
I want to call your attention to a wonderful little 
book by our dear friend, Fr. George Wilson, 
S.J.: Patches: A Human Quilter ~ A Human 
Church.   
As George explains, the book is not his 
autobiography.  Rather – moments, scenes, 
“patches” (George is a quilter among other 
things) from his life.  A life that spans the 
years he lived as a young Jesuit in the pre-
Vatican II Church, and the decades of renewal 
and struggle since then, in which he played an 
active role. 
I loved the book, read it in one sitting because 
I could not put it down.  I knew some of the 
people and events he describes (I discovered 
we were both at Vatican II in 1963).  There are 
marvelous vignettes of some of the Church’s 
giants – like John Courtney Murray – as well 
as of less famous but no less splendid people.  

George brings the “old” Church lovingly 
to life.  Not all that was good began with 
Vatican II! 
The book is a gem.  I recommend it to 
the older ones among us because they 
will find in it times and people we loved, 
and that helped make us who we are.  
And to the younger ones – because it is 
living history, lovingly and brilliantly told 
by one who lived through it.  The history 
of a Church which, whatever our 
relationship to it, has profoundly 
influenced society and, despite its many 
failings and sins, has achieved great 
things and produced many dedicated 
and admirable human beings. 
The book can be ordered from: 
BooksbyBookends, Ridgewood, NJ.  
Phone: 201-670-1440. 

 

ANNE HURLEY ADDS: 
George has a website: http://www.gbwilson.homestead.com. On it, one can 
read some of his publications, view his quilts, and read some basic 
biographical material. 

 
 
 

WOMEN OF FAITH FIGHTING FEMINICIDE 
GRAIL UN LINKAGE GROUP, NEW YORK 

 
BACKGROUND 

~ Dorothy Rasenberger ~ 
 

Grail members (part of the UN Linkage Team), who are able to get to the UN 
regularly, have been taking part in a UN-wide study on Violence Against Women, 
sponsored by the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW). 

The DAW findings will be incorporated into a report on Violence Against 
Women (VAW), in its many manifestations world-wide, to be submitted by the 
Secretary General to the General Assembly session in 2006. 

Already we, as Grail, have submitted a paper to the study based on information 
from Grail and other countries around the world. Monica Maher, who compiled our 
contribution, summarizes here a recent visit to Mexico, where she was able to 
interview International Leadership Team member Rosaurora Espinosa and several 
other leaders of women's movements fighting the prevalence of VAW in Mexico.  

 
continued next page 
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Feminicide, continued 

REPORT OF MEXICO TRIP, NOVEMBER 2005 
~ Monica Maher ~ 

 
My trip to Mexico City from 10 to 14 

November 2005 allowed me the 
opportunity to reconnect with the strong 
and passionate movement for justice of 
women.  As always, I was very moved by 
the creativity and courage of women of 
faith working so hard to combat violence 
against women, particularly feminicide both 
in and beyond Juarez. 

Thursday, November 10, was spent 
with activists at Católicas por el Derecho a 
Decidir (CDD).  Luz, the coordinator of the 
youth program, had just returned from 10 
days near the U.S. border in Juarez as part 
of a team interviewing the mothers of 
women killed over the past 15 years.  Her 
stories were hair-raising, highlighting the 
ongoing violence in the area, the extent of 
trauma within the whole community and 
the need for protection of women, 
especially those who are investigating the 
crimes.  Nonetheless, she and others are 
firmly committed to this work.  Another 
colleague, Maria Pilar Sanchez, was on 
her way to live in Juarez for six weeks as 
coordinator of a new government-funded 
course on feminicide. 

Luz shared with me a document on 
“Las Nuevas Crucificadas de la Tierra:  
Feminicidios Cd. Juárez y Chihuahua, 
México” (“The New Crucified of the Earth”) 
by Lucha Castro, first presented at the III 
Jornada Ecuménica in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brasil 2005.  It is a reflection on the 
Stations of the Cross through the lens of 
feminicide in Juarez.  Lucha Castro is the 
lawyer of Justicia para Nuestras Hijas and 
Coordinator of the Centro de Derechos 
Humanos de las Mujeres, deeply involved 
in human rights work with the families of 
women killed.  The publication offers 
Castro the space to go beyond legal 
language to express her theological 
training and “religious beliefs” which “have 
been the heart and motivation” of her work.  
It is one very moving example of how 
women in Mexico are addressing 
feminicide through popular religion, 

transforming both traditional forms of 
feminist resistance as well as traditional 
patriarchal religion.  Sharon Joslyn of the 
Bronx Grail is making a copy for use with 
Spanish-speaking groups here in the U.S.  

November 10, I also met with 
Guadalupe Cruz, presently Coordinator of 
the Observatorio Eclesial, a network of 
progressive Catholic organizations in 
Mexico City.  She is part of a network of 
feminist theologians who are interested in 
sponsoring a 2-day workshop in the spring 
of 2006 on narrative theology from 
Mexican women’s perspectives.  Lupe’s 
long-standing commitment to making 
visible grass-roots women’s theologies 
inspires great hope!  She is a wonderfully 
creative and energetic leader with whom to 
collaborate. 

Sunday, November 13, I met with 
Rosauora of the Mexican Grail and of Grail’s 
International Leadership Team.  She has 
completed her doctoral dissertation in social 
anthropology on women’s organizational 
leadership after a full fifteen years of 
participatory field research with women in 
rural Mexico.  This has involved facilitating 
leadership workshops and sharing her 
research findings with rural women, namely 
in Guanajuato.  She exudes deep 
commitment to and love for the women and 
her work. 

Rosaurora confirmed the importance of 
recognizing women’s religious beliefs, 
practices and identities.  In fact, she 
stressed that it is impossible to work 
effectively with rural women in Mexico if one 
dismisses religion since it forms an integral 
part of their everyday reality.  She shared 
examples of the way rural women integrate 
popular religiosity into their actions for 
justice for women.  Last year in one small 
village on the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women 
(November 25), participants of a rural 
women’s group assembled in their village 
square dressed in black and praying the 
rosary for victims of feminicide in Juarez 

continued next page 
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and beyond.  With every prayer cycle of the “living rosary,” they recited the 
name of a woman killed.  Such a collective public expression of resistance to 
violence against women commanded compassionate attention in their 
community since it reflected the local religious culture. 

Feminicide, continued 

Another example cited by Rosaurora was from her working-class barrio on 
the outskirts of Mexico City where young women created a small altar in the 
public garden in honor of those killed in Juarez.  They filled the community 
space with red crosses bearing the names of the women assassinated.  Such 
a visible display is at once a form of public education as well as open 
resistance to violence against women. 

Finally, Rosaurora shared with me a three-volume set on combating 
violence against women and children produced by Mujeres para el Diálogo, 
who have been working on women’s issues from a feminist faith perspective 
for fifteen years.  She thought that the popular education manuals might be 
useful with Grail groups in the South Bronx.  The last volume, “Lucero: Un 
Nuevo Amanecer - Expresiones de la Violencia,” was published in 2002. 

 
November 25, 2005 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
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