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Gumbo 
~The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

January 2007 
 

THE COUNCIL TRANSITIONS 
~ Bonnie Hendricks ~ 

 
As we entered 2007, the first term of Council leadership has come to a close, and the 
new Council has taken office.  Our heartfelt gratitude to the women who have 
contributed their wisdom and leadership on the Council these past 3 years who will not 
being continuing on in 2007: MARY FARRELL, MARIAN APRIL GOERING, JOYCE MINKLER 
and CAROL SIEMERING (see page 3 for Carol’s Parting Reflections).  We thank you! 
 

THE 2007 COUNCIL 
 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Bonnie Hendricks 
Maureen Tate 
Beth Wasmer 

CO-TREASURERS 
Theresa Czerwinski 
Cherie Holman 

QUAD COORDINATORS 
Judith Blackburn, Programming 
Meg Bruck, Centers 
Rose Mary Clark, Membership 
Marian Schwab, International 

 
 
 

2007 NATIONAL MEETING ON SPIRITUALITY 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

 

 
Last month Gumbo included an introduction to help us start preparing for the National 
Meeting next summer.  This month, we are presenting material on the Grail Myth prepared 
by Sharon Thompson to continue giving background for the meeting.  Sharon’s article (next 
page) is the start, followed on the last pages of Gumbo (or inserted in hard copies) by 
several sections that explore the myth’s different aspects: 
 

  The Origins of the Myth 
  The Basic Story 
  The Main Themes 
  A Summary 
  A Bibliography 

 
All of this is wonderful reading!  It makes us realize how blessed we are to have Sharon’s 
knowledge and willingness to share with us, making relevant what took Emma Jung and 
Marie-Louise von Franz a book an inch and a half thick to explain. 
 

Some of the sections above may not be as interesting to you as others.  But we are sending 
it all, so that you may choose to read what you wish.  We hope it will whet your appetite for 
more. 
 

We really hope that some of you will respond to the material we are sending out.  A 
discussion ahead of time would be helpful.  Thanks.  

ALL NATIONAL MEETING 
PREP MATERIALS 
ARE MARKED WITH 
THIS SYMBOL 
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THE GRAIL MYTH 
(AND ITS IMPORTANCE TO THE GRAIL MOVEMENT AT THIS TIME) 

~ Sharon Thomson ~ 
 

"Mythology...points beyond history to what is timeless in human existence, helping us 
to get beyond the chaotic flux of random events, and glimpse the core of reality" 

Karen Armstrong, A Short History of Myth 
 
There is some controversy about the 
extent to which the early founders who 
named the Grail Movement were aware of 
the full significance of the myth of The Holy 
Grail. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that 
throughout our movement's evolution, 
major themes and symbols from that myth 
have been integrated into our Grail identity. 
Our constant references to "the journey" or 
"the search"; the ever-present chalice or 
cup at Grail rituals and events; our 
implacable commitment to "transformation" 
which is at the core of the myth's message-
-all of these speak to a natural "fit" 
between our collective vision and the myth 
whose name we bear. 
 

Yet, there are few of us who have actually 
studied this myth, exploring the richness 
and depth of its origins, meanings, 
symbolic resonances and potential 
relevance, not only for our movement, but 
for our world at this historical juncture, or 
as Jacques van Ginnekan might have 
called it, this “elbow of time.” 
 

Myth is fundamental to the life of a 
community. It is the essential, symbolic 
narrative that tells a people who they are, 
where they come from, and why they stay 
together. Joseph Campbell has said it far 
more eloquently: "Myth is the secret 
opening through which the inexhaustible 
energies of the cosmos pour into human 
cultural manifestations. Religions, 
philosophies, arts, the social forms [...], 
prime discoveries in science and 
technology, the very dreams that blister 
sleep, boil up from the basic, magic ring of 
myth." 
 

As the U.S. Grail at this "elbow of time" 
begins the discovery of how we can remain 
a transformative spiritual community in the 
midst of our diversity, it will be necessary 

for us to find our "holy grail," i.e. a unifying 
myth deep enough, rich enough, and 
strong enough to inspire all of us as we 
stay together. We will need a myth that can 
speak to each of us regardless of her 
spiritual path, a myth that is consistent with 
our Catholic origins, yet one that calls us to 
the sacred well where all traditions return 
to The Holy. 
 

The planners of this summer's national 
meeting--based on their own studies, along 
with experiences in workshops and 
seminars--believe that the Grail myth might 
be what we are looking for. Although 
participants at the national meeting will 
have ample opportunity to practice and 
reflect with those who share their spiritual 
paths (or their lack thereof), we intend to 
facilitate processes which will allow us to 
explore the myth's viability as a unifying 
common ground at this "elbow of time." 
True to the popular education model which 
has been mandated for this meeting, we 
have no certitude as to the outcome. But 
we believe that the myth that has given us 
our name is a natural starting point. 
 

Below [or enclosed] you will find materials 
to prepare you for working with the myth at 
the national meeting. These include a brief 
introduction to the myth's origins, along 
with an outline of the basic story, including 
main themes, symbols, and archetypes. 
You will also find a bibliography. We 
encourage you to pursue as much of this 
as you can on your own, but also in small 
group discussions. We will also be 
encouraging others in the movement to 
submit myth-related articles, poems, 
rituals, etc. to GUMBO in the months 
leading up to the meeting. 
 

Hopefully, all of this will ready us for the 
journey that lies ahead.
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PARTING REFLECTIONS 

~ Carol Siemering ~ 
 
As I ride on the bus to Cornwall to meet with the staff there, one of my last official acts 
as NLT, I think about how it all began on a sun drenched September day—Bonnie, 
Maureen and I standing in our street clothes, looking out into the churning ocean saying 
over and over again “This isn’t happening” but it was and Lynn was pulled, white, from 
the water. It began rooted in the ultimate reality—death and the deep connection of 
having shared something so powerful, so awesome, so sad, and so final. Maureen and I 
ultimately offered to fill in on the NLT for the next year and a quarter as we had been 
serving on the Council and saw that it would be helpful to Bonnie rather than to bring 
someone new and she having to use her time and energies to bring that person up to 
date on almost two years of Council/NLT activities. 
 
It has been an amazing experience! Let me say, in all my years of working, I have never 
been so blessed as when working with these two women. In our at least once a week 
two hour phone calls, our emails, our unending drafts of this or that there was always 
the sense of “the Wisdom of the Group.” If two of us agreed and the other had a 
differing opinion, the one always deferred to the other two. What a relief! It made work 
about work and not about process and we were able to accomplish quite a bit as a 
result. Their wit, their integrity, their intelligence, their love wrapped around me, made 
the hard times bearable and the good times even more pleasurable! Will I miss that 
constant connection with these remarkable women? With all my heart. 
 
Then why not another term? I have to admit that one of the reasons I chose not to 
continue in the NLT was how we get bogged down in process. I know this is very Grail 
but I came from a job where decisions often effected a quarter of a million people (being 
Director of Client Services for the state of Massachusetts for all recipients on Welfare, 
Food Stamps and Medicaid). Proposed regulations were written, sent out (once), 
commented on, comments considered by the Department and then enacted. There 
were times we (the Grail) put things out multiple times, decisions were made, even at 
GA’s and then it was as if that had never happened at all. This was very frustrating for 
me. Also the sense of a basic mistrust of leadership. Bonnie, Maureen and I gave our 
sweat and tears (yes, absolutely—our laughs) hour after hour, were totally committed to 
and invested in this wonderful Movement and yet there seemed to be this constant 
questioning of “authority.” And I was exhausted. I hadn’t had a vacation for a year. 
Would I have answered differently after my vacation? Maybe. But one of my most happy 
moments was when I saw Beth Wasmer’s beautiful face at our combined incoming and 
outgoing Council Meeting in October and knowing how wonderful she was going to be. 
 
This brings me to another one of the high points which was working with such an 
amazing group on the Council—each woman so gifted, so wise. What a gift! So thank 
you for giving me this opportunity. Thank you for your show of support during the 
nomination process. I’ll be around—on the Personnel Committee, the National Planning 
Meeting, in the Boston region. It’s been quite a ride! My love to you all. 
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REQUEST TO USE ORATORY RAISES ISSUE 
FOR GRAIL DISCERNMENT AND DECISION 

~ Maureen Tate ~ 
 
The Grailville Leadership recently brought a rental request they had received to the 
Council’s attention.  Following discussion, the Council agreed that the decision to 
proceed with the rental goes beyond the decision-making authority of the Council.  We 
are bringing the issue before the membership for discussion and discernment. 
 

THE REQUEST 
In December 2006, a request was made by Romancatholic Womenpriests (RCWP) to 
rent the Oratory and Grailville buildings for the ordination of women in July 2007.  The 
Grailville leadership team, sensing this request might have implications for the Grail / 
Grailville beyond a simple rental agreement, sought the advice of Council.  After internal 
Council discussion, which surfaced diverse points of view, the Council decided to 
consult further with members likely to be directly impacted by the decision, or who were 
familiar with the Catholic Women’s Ordination movement. 
 

NLT CONSULTATION 
The National Leadership Team consulted approximately 20 Grail members [beyond 
members of both the 2006 and 2007 Councils].  Member input indicated strong and 
conflicted feelings on three primary issues:  
 

► Catholic women’s ordination; 
► The RC Womenpriests’ movement to ordain women now; 
► The use of Grailville for such ordinations.  

 

A strong recommendation emerged for member education and discernment to clarify 
where the Grail stands on these issues. 
 

GETTING TO A DECISION 
Due to the controversial nature of the ordinations and the publicity the event will 
generate, Grailville and the Grail will be identified as supporters.  We will specifically be 
asked for our position and cannot presently take one without initiating our process for 
taking a public stand. 
 

Our intention going forward is to initiate a process consistent with our Grail policies for 
taking a public stand, beginning with this article, followed by a process of education and 
discussion, and culminating in a proposal to be brought before the membership for vote.   
 

We would like to form a task group of those interested in this issue with respect to the 
Grail taking a stand.  Please let me know of your interest.  Although we are not in a 
position to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the RCWP request at this time, we have responded that 
we will consult our membership, and that the time needed for this process will not likely 
permit ordinations in 2007, although we will remain open to that possibility pending the 
outcome of our discernment process. 
 
On the following pages are: 

► A brief background on Romancatholic Womenpriests; 
► Some of the questions, insights and implications that have arisen in preliminary 

consultation with Grail members.  
 

We welcome discussion on the listserv, in Gumbo, in team and regional gatherings. 
continued next page
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continued next page

BACKGROUND ON ROMANCATHOLIC WOMENPRIESTS 
(www.romancatholicwomenpriests.org) 
 
In 1998, a group of European women active in the Catholic Women’s Ordination movement, 
and personally called to ordained ministry, met to discuss how to proceed.  An ordination 
preparation program was designed, including traditional theological/ministry studies at 
established universities and seminaries.  Their greatest challenge was identifying a Bishop 
who would ordain the women publicly.  In June 2002, Bishop Romulo Braschi of Argentina 
ordained the first seven women on the river Danube.  There was much international 
publicity and the Vatican responded with subsequent excommunication of the seven in 
2003.  Two of the women priests, Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger and Gisela Forster, were 
later ordained as bishops by several (male) bishops, whose identities have been protected, 
so that they could continue to ordain priests.  Subsequent ordinations were held in 
Barcelona in 2003, on the Danube in 2004, on the St. Lawrence River, Canada and the 
Saone River, France in 2005, and most recently on the Three Rivers in Pittsburgh in 2006. 
 
The ordinations have, for the most part, taken place on rivers which are outside the 
jurisdiction of the local Bishops but are also done for symbolic reasons:  a boat is an early 
symbol of the church, Jesus preached from a boat and many followers were fishermen.  
Water is also rich in symbolism, as source of life, moving, dynamic and sometimes even 
dangerous.  There are now 56 women preparing for ordination in the program, 38 of whom 
are in the U.S. and Canada.  In 2007, five will be ordained to the diaconate and 5 to the 
priesthood.  More details about history, mission, goals, strategy and perspectives on the 
priesthood are available at the RC Womenpriests website noted above.  The website 
includes answers to frequently asked questions, many of which arose in our Grail 
consultations. 
 
Several U.S. Grail members have been involved in the Women’s Ordination Conference in 
the U.S. and/or have attended some of the ordinations, including myself, Lenie 
Schaareman, Marian Ronan, Teresa Wilson and Mary DiVito.  There are other Grail 
members who have been active in Women-Church, a network of women’s groups seeking 
alternative models of church inclusive of women’s gifts and spirituality that grew out of early 
efforts to organize for the Catholic ordination of women.  Janet Kalven is widely recognized 
as a leader and visionary in Women-Church circles.  Among Grail members, there does not 
seem to be much awareness of the RC Womenpriests ordinations.  Before taking a stand 
we will need to know more about their goals and long term strategy.  They welcome further 
dialogue with us.  
 
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION IN RESPONDING TO RC WOMENPRIESTS 
 
1.  CONSIDERATIONS OF COSTS, CONSEQUENCES AND RISK 

RC Womenpriests ordinations generate publicity and controversy, which would put the 
Grail and Grailville in the spotlight.  Individuals have been subject to retaliation from local 
Bishops and the Vatican.  Possible consequences identified include:  sanctions against 
the use of the Oratory for celebration of Mass; loss of rental income and alienation from 
Catholic groups using Grailville; risk to our South Bronx Center located in a parish 
property; and challenge to Grail members working and teaching in Catholic institutions.  
Support for the ordinations will be viewed as a direct confrontation with the Catholic 
Church and will be an affront to the local bishop, thus placing the Grail and Grailville in 
opposition. 
Support for the ordinations may raise additional concerns in the International Grail 
among Catholic members already challenged by the religious diversity of our U.S. Grail 
membership.  This may add to tensions and misunderstanding.  However, our process  
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to determine where members stand on this issue could result in a clear rationale that 
would be input into future international dialogues, such as the Spirituality Forum next 
year, International Council meetings and other international dialogues on 
vision/spirituality. 
Some raised the issue of cost in not taking a stand, seeing an opportunity for the Grail to 
take a prophetic stance.  Lack of support could be perceived as inconsistent with our 
stated Vision and Mission and negatively impact our relationship with progressive 
groups who share our values.  Although we might alienate some Catholics, we could be 
a beacon for women, Catholic as well as non-Catholic, looking for a spiritual community 
like the Grail. 

 

2.  GRAIL HISTORY/MISSION 
The Grail has a long history of developing women’s leadership in the Church, 
encouraging theological studies, supporting women pursuing ordained ministries in 
Protestant denominations, several of whom are Grail members.  This issue is in 
continuity with the Grail’s early mission, to support women’s leadership and promote a 
model of Church where women’s gifts are transformative in church and society.  
Ordination might be viewed as a natural consequence of our earlier work.  On the other 
hand, as a lay movement, the Grail rejected clericalism and might now view ordination 
as less relevant.  Even so, some women experience a call to the ordained ministry and it 
is a matter of justice that women to be able to choose their own spiritual path. 

 

3.  GRAIL CATHOLIC IDENTITY/ RELIGIOUS DIFFERENCE 
Many felt ordination has not generally been relevant or of interest to Grail members and 
wondered why -- we have not done the necessary groundwork to be able to respond to 
the current request.  Although these kinds of Catholic issues may not seem to be of 
great concern to many members, this request generated an emotional response that 
some felt indicative of the Grail’s ongoing ambivalence about our Catholic identity.  As 
we continue work on respect for religious difference this raises new questions about how 
we respect the experience of Catholic members.  The process of engaging in discussion 
around this request should be clarifying and enable us to deepen our dialogue around 
religious diversity. 

 

4.  WOMEN’S ORDINATION 
Input indicated most Grail members likely support women’s ordination in general, 
although we really don’t know what members think.  Some object to ordinations within a 
patriarchal institutional church model and others to circumventing the Church’s 
ecclesiastical processes.  However, The Grail has benefited from the gifts and 
dynamism of women ministers in our movement, supporting and not challenging the 
ordained ministry of our members.  

 

5.  TAKING A STAND 
The Grail has been a strong advocate for feminist theological studies and the full 
participation of women in the Church.  Within Catholic circles we are perceived to be 
quite liberal and several members have worked for years on women’s ordination issues.  
Our tax exempt status is no longer tied to the Catholic Church.  Many articulated strong 
feelings that it is time for the Grail to take a stand on something so central to its original 
vision in which the Grail actually has a voice, even if it will require paying a price.  To 
fully engage this issue will require discipline and commitment to know why we might take 
a particular stand.  

The Grail listserv address: ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org 

RCWP, continued 
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW) 
~ Mary Kay Louchart ~ 

 
As you know, the 51st session of the Commission on the Status of Women is focused on 

TThhee  EElliimmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  aallll  FFoorrmmss  ooff  DDiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  VViioolleennccee    aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ggiirrll--cchhiilldd  
and will be held at the UN in New York City February 26th through March 9th.  There are 
two orientation days before the session begins: Saturday, February 24th for girls and 
their chaperones; Sunday, February 25th for everyone. 
 
The Grail is reaching out to many girls in the USA, as well as welcoming girls from 
Canada, Honduras, Mexico, Portugal, Moçambique, South Africa – if everyone gets a 
visa. There is also a young woman from Croatia and one of the chaperones who are 
part of the LIEN Network. And there are many New York women attending as well as 
women from the Netherlands. We see this as a Grail Building and Bonding time. 
 
We have received two Mary Purcell Travel grants of $1000 each to help with travel 
costs of two girls.  Some of the girls and young women can pay for their own 
transportation or have gotten their work or others to help pay - we’ve asked all in the 
USA to cover their own transportation.  Some people have already generously given 
some money and the Bronx Grail saved its ‘visitor donations’ this past year to be used 
for this event.  We have also received money through the International Grail. 
 
However, even though we hopefully have all international travel costs covered, there will 
be various costs once the girls arrive. The Council (USA) has given us permission to 
ask you for your help in supporting the girls while they are here.   
 

• For girls 18 and under to attend the Special Orientation Day, it is $30; $50 for 
adults. There is a reception which costs $20 for girls, $30 for adults. The 
combined cost of the two events is: $45 (girls) and $75 (adults).  (There is a $5 
discount by signing up for both events at the same time.) 

• A week long subway/bus pass is $24. Some girls will be here only for one 
week, others will be here for two weeks.  

• We are trying to cover meals here in the Bronx and we’ll take lunch with us 
whenever possible. However, sometimes it is better to eat in the UN. Those of 
you who have accompanied us to the UN know that you can get a very good 
meal for under $5.00.  

 
So, what are we asking?  Would you like to send someone to the Orientation Day 
and/or Reception?  Or purchase her subway pass?  Or a meal or two at the UN? 
 

We will accept any donation toward any of the events you are able to support.  And we 
will be giving a very full report after the CSW.  We will provide you with a letter for tax 
purposes.  Please feel free to contact me if you would like more details or information 
about the event or the participants (grail-ipt@juno.com). 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE GIRLS 

Make check payable to: “The Grail” 
Indicate: “CSW support” in the memo line 
Mail to: The National Office, 932 O’Bannonville Road, Loveland, OH 45140 
** It would be most helpful for checks to be received by February 15, although 

donations can be accepted through the end of the CSW meeting on March 9. 
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UPDATE FROM KLEINMOND 
~ Sally Timmel ~ 

 
The concept and the practicalities of the New Initiative in Kleinmond keep growing. As we 
bring more and more people into the project, the more ideas keep coming. Democracy can 
be a terrible thing!! ☺  Since last writing let me update you on progress we have made. 
 

THE PROJECT 
We have hired 3 people to work on job training.  They did a door-to-door interviewing 

process in October and November and found 679 people ready to start classes in hard 
skills and Adult Education classes.  We expect to start the classes on 2 April.  Now we 
have to find volunteers teachers and we are partnering with two Job Skills Training 
Centres that are nearby to help on accreditation and giving certificates.  We will be 
insisting on at least 50% of the training being Life Skills -- that is taken from a Model 
from India. 

We have hired 2 people to work on environment issues. This has expanded 
enormously.  Kleinmond is part of the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve -- a prestigious 
honor given to the area in 1998.  No real projects have developed since then.  We are 
now 'it' but need to find the funding that goes with it.  What we have done is linked with 
a small business that picks the fynbos flowers, packages them and ships them to 
London within 36 hours of picking.  We have approached them to expand their business 
and they have agreed.  This will mean we can create 50-100 jobs for women in the 
area.  We will work with the business to have it worker-shared ownership -- moving to a 
cooperative over a 3-5 year period.  VERY exciting. 

At the same time, we are working on making every building and the land eco-friendly 
-- this includes solar energy, solar hot water, grey water recycling, black water methane 
gas digesters, and the like *(what ever all that means!) -- but people are hot on this and 
we think we can get funding for it! 

We have gotten backing from a local District Municipality and from the Deputy 
President's office of South Africa.  The Deputy President's office held a gathering of 
potential funders on 6 December in Kleinmond -- they changed the venue from 
Parliament in Cape Town to Kleinmond and so we lost about 6+ funders in that process 
and a few other glitches -- but we produced a computer presentation for the event which 
is smashing!!  To turn out the right local people was also a challenge but it worked.  
Now I have had to follow up with all those in attendance -- and so it goes. The Deputy 
President's office has agreed to hold another meeting in early February in Parliament. 

We will be holding a launch of the project on 4 March -- with a 100 voice choir, local 
talent -- the Deputy President and other dignitaries -- and so it goes.  LOADS of work -- 
but we keep going.  
 

FINANCES 
We have received 3 grants to date: Porticus in Holland, Nussbaum in South Africa 

and St. Patrick's Foundation - Ireland businesses. 
BUT NONE FOR PURCHASE OF LAND.  So we are in the same boat we were in 

from the beginning.  I am working on government to see this as 'land reform,' as 
ultimately this will be in Community Hands. 
 

It is a very slow process.  One of our initial funders, who gave us a big interest free loan, 
said when she visited in November, ‘do not worry about when you pay back the loan 
(yet) -- this is an initiative that government MUST buy into so keep pushing them.’ 
I am following her advice! 

Sally circulated the following update on the new initiative in South Africa over the holidays; it is printed in 
Gumbo with Sally’s permission.  For background on the project, see the May 2006 Gumbo. 
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1  Training for Transformation, vol II; Anne Hope and Sally Timmel 

FROM THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION 
~ Simonetta Romano and Maureen Tate ~ 

 
WIST is at the end of a year of intense work that has seen the production of five 

different programs that have touched the mind - and sometime the soul - of the 
participants, and have contributed to new insights, hopes, and renewed energy for 
carrying on the never-ending task of the creation of a society of love, justice and peace.  

During 2006 we have met with women who in many different ways and places are 
trying to bring positive changes to the world. We have been happy to serve and help 
them in their work with what we can offer: educational programs that enhance their own 
ability to identify issues, consider solutions, and take responsibility for what they can 
actually do. 

They have given us their presence, insights, and suggestions for future programs, 
and we are very grateful for their contribution to our own understanding of what needs 
to be done. With some we have created or strengthened a mutually enriching relation 
that we hope will continue in the future. One of them, Wanda Moore, who attended the 
“Theatre for Transformation” program last December 2005, has joined elmira Nazombe, 
Nancy Richardson, Peg Linnehan, Maureen Tate and Simonetta Romano as a member 
of our WIST board, and will facilitate a program (“Help Increase the Peace”) in 
September 2007. 

We welcomed Wanda at our last board meeting in October at the same time that we 
had to sadly say goodbye to Bethann Witcher Cottrell who, after many years of 
commitment to Training for Community Transformation and then later to the creation of 
WIS, has decided to continue to contribute to the Institute’s work as a faculty member 
while resigning from her position as a board member.  

Looking at our future work, on January 26-28, 2007 WIST will resume its activities 
with a training designed to develop basic “facilitation” skills. “Facilitators” are 
responsible for providing a process that involves all members of a group in actively 
participating in the work that the group is committed to accomplish. A good facilitator 
helps a group identify and reach its own goals, while constantly supporting a culture of 
responsible participation. The workshop curriculum focuses on the main aspects of 
facilitation as related to group developmental stages, and incorporates some of the 
concepts integral to Training for Transformation1 with a particular focus on group 
dynamics and conflict management.  

In March 2007, we will offer a “Pop-Ed Sampler” that will introduce new tools 
created for working with community issues. The tools will be presented by elmira 
Nazombe and Bethann Witcher Cottrell. 

Spring and summer 2007 will be busy with the preparation of the process for the 
Grail National Meeting, which is being designed using popular education 
methodologies, and we will resume our activities in September with the program on 
peace development facilitated by Wanda Moore. The “Help Increase the Peace 
Program” training draws on the experience and reflection of the participants to analyze 
the root causes of violence in their communities (schools, neighborhoods, etc.), and to 
develop concrete local actions.  

In the fall, we will also host a “Thinking Well” meeting of women popular educators, 
facilitated by elmira Nazombe and Carol Barton, to share and learn from each other new 
tools and strategies for continuing our work. 

 continued next page
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Beyond organizing our programs, we have work to do to continue networking and 
building good relationships with women and organizations which can benefit from our 
activities, so we are certainly going to be very busy in 2007! 

We would like to thank all of you who have been supporting our efforts this year, 
send you our best wishes of happy holidays, and pass on to you the gift of the following 
reading, which we received at our last WIST board meeting from our fellow swimmer 
elmira Nazombe: 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOPI ELDERS 
 

“To my fellow swimmers: 
 

There is a river flowing now very fast 
It is so great and swift, that there are those who will be afraid. 
They will try to hold onto the shore. 
They are being torn apart and will suffer greatly. 
Know that the river has its destination. 
We must let go of the shore, push off into the river, keep our heads above water. 
At this time in history, we are to take nothing personally, least of all ourselves. 
For the moment that we do, our spiritual growth and journey come to a halt. 
The time of the lone wolf is over. 
Gather yourselves.  Banish the word struggle from you attitude and vocabulary. 
All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner and in celebration. 
We are the ones we have been waiting for.” 

 
 
 

“WHAT AILS THEE? TRANSFORMATION AND THE MYTH OF THE HOLY GRAIL” 
~ WIST PROGRAM PARTICIPANT REFELCTION ~ 

~ Mar Aquilar ~ 
 
When I received the information about this weekend workshop/program I got excited about 
participating. The topic was highly appealing and interesting for me, although I was not sure 
how would I be able to apply it to my daily life. I am a Financial Manager, and my job is 
mainly crunching numbers in front of a computer and doing financial analysis and that sort 
of thing. However, I do work with an international network and have to have continuous 
communications with people from all around the world. So, I thought I would find something 
for me to use after all and signed up for the program {Oct 6-8, 2006 at Cornwall}. 
 
I am so happy I did it!! Sharon is a unique communicator and knows how to guide the group 
to achieve the objective. She explained precisely and clearly what the Theater of the 
Oppressed was, and how could it be useful in our particular activities.  She made us live the 
experience with honesty and intensity.  At the same time, she engaged us in the Grail myth 
and made us embrace it at an individual level, being my experience that I found myself 
reflecting deeply about my own "wasteland," and what it would mean for me to "find the 
Holy Grail." 
 
The sense of ritual that we created through the different moments of the program was also 
profoundly intense and enjoyable for me, and the Theater exercise we did, where each 
team had the chance to express and create their own "scene," was incredibly rich to let us 
know how we can apply this to our daily lives.  I don't have more than to ask WIST to 
consider to replicate this weekend workshop so more friends and Grail members can have 
and live this wonderful experience. 

WIST, continued 
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10 REASONS WHY 

WOMEN SHOULD OPPOSE 
THE U.S. “WAR ON TERRORISM” 

 
1. War, no matter how high tech, kills civilians.  Women and children become 

“collateral damage.” 
 
2. War and militarism expose women and girls to rape and sexual violence; the culture 

of aggression encourages domestic violence against women. 
 

3. Weapons of mass destruction, produced, used and sold by the U.S. worldwide, 
poison the atmosphere, causing miscarriages, birth defects and cancers.  

 
4. Governments in Israel, Colombia and the Philippines are using the U.S. “War on 

Terrorism” as an excuse to strike out at political enemies, violating the human rights 
of women in war zones. 

 
5. The “War on Terrorism” is a cover for U.S. economic, political and military 

domination, which increases women’s poverty worldwide.   
 

6. When Arab, Muslim, South Asian and immigrant men are locked up without cause 
and without charges, women shoulder the burden of sustaining their families and 
communities. 

 
7. Women’s human rights are endangered when civil liberties are trampled. 
 
8. U.S. war industries reap enormous profits, while programs that benefit women and 

girls - such as healthcare, education, welfare and childcare - face budget cuts. 
 
9. Bush’s War fuels racism worldwide, negatively impacting U.S. women of color and 

women in the Third World.   
 
10. The oppression of Afghan women was used to justify the “War on Terrorism” but the 

Pentagon cannot liberate Afghan women – or any other women. 
 
 
 

Women of Color Resource Center 
www.coloredgirls.org 

(510) 848-9272 
 

Joann Lamb and Teresa Wilson submitted ‘10 Reasons Why’ on behalf of the  
Pilgrim Place Peace Committee, working towards the Grail's stated goal of 
"advancing peace, justice, and a world free from military dominance." 



 

 

Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;  
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

They will see the glory of the Lord,  
the splendour of our God. 

Say to those 
with fearful 
hearts, "Be 

strong, do not fear; 
your God will come,  

He will come to save you." 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert. And a highway 
will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. 

(Is. 35)

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM PORTUGAL 
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GRAIL MYTH 
~ Sharon Thomson* ~ 

 
ORIGINS 

 
Jean Houston has said that the Holy Grail is the quintessential western myth; that within it we 
can find everything we need to know about how our culture, for better or worse, has 
developed into what it is today. However, a major obstacle to understanding the Grail "myth" 
is the confusion that arises when trying to sort through sometimes contradictory elements 
related to the Grail "story." This is because the myth, as such, has generated not one, but a 
multitude of stories that work with, alter, or expand upon the basic material--themes, symbols, 
characters--intrinsic to the myth. It is important then to understand the origins of the various 
Grail stories in order to begin to unravel the significance of the myth as a whole. 
 
According to preeminent Grail scholar, Jessie Weston, the written narratives associated with 
the Grail myth are actually the descendents of much earlier nature, death-resurrection, 
initiation rituals, the cyclical enactment of which would assure abundance for the coming 
year. As these rituals ceased to be practiced, their symbolic/archetypal elements continued to 
exist as ritual remnants within oral tradition. In the Celtic world, a multitude of magical tales 
derived from this oral tradition eventually merged with legends of King Arthur and his knights 
of the Round Table, maintaining all the while those earlier symbolic elements that would 
become the Grail myth. Kept alive and circulated throughout the medieval world by Welch 
bards, these tales were a major influence on the first written Grail narrative, Chretien de 
Troyes’ Conte del Graal, which appeared at the end of the twelfth century.  
 
Left unfinished when the author died, Conte del Graal became the foundational text for the 
plethora of written Grail narratives that followed in the ensuing fifty years. These narratives 
incorporated not only Celtic tales, but also Christian apocrypha and monastic teachings, 
along with Muslim, Indo-European, and Eastern influences. Wolfram von Eschenbach’s 
rendering of the myth, Parzifal (circa 1220), also incorporated a variety of esoteric sources, 
including astrology, alchemy, numerology, the Kabbalah, Taoist philosophy, and a post-script 
that connects the myth to Africa. Certainly, this confluence of diverse cultures and teachings 
in one myth is part of the richness that has kept it viable, spawning countless retellings in all 
manner of media down through the centuries until now.  
 
It is also worthwhile to consider that all of the original texts emerged during a particularly 
turbulent time in Europe, a time of unprecedented religious fervor, social upheaval, and 
political conflict. It was a time when gnostic heresies were emerging and inquisitions were 
launched to snuff them out. It was post-millennial Europe on the verge of a spiritual revolution 
and there are those who say that the Grail myth, in all of its many incarnations, was somehow 
key to this new spirituality in which an individual--through purification, compassion, and 
enlightenment--could ultimately have direct access to the Divine. 
 
 

* in consultation with Judith Blackburn 
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GRAIL MYTH, CONTINUED 
 

BASIC STORY 
 

The story is known to everyone, at least in its general outlines. A mysterious, life-preserving 
and sustenance-dispensing object or vessel is guarded by a King in a castle that is difficult to 
find. The King is either lame or sick and the surrounding country is devastated. The King can 
only be restored to health if a knight of conspicuous excellence finds the castle and at the first 
sight of what he sees there asks a certain question. Should he neglect to put this question, 
then everything will remain as before, the castle will vanish and the knight will have to set out 
once more upon the search. Should he finally succeed, after much wandering and many 
adventures, in finding the Grail Castle again, and should he then ask the question, the King 
will be restored to health, the land will begin to grow green and the hero will become the 
guardian of the Grail from then on. 

--Emma Jung & Marie-Louise von Franz, The Grail Legend 
 
This excellent deconstruction of the Grail story to its bare bones--though universally 
applicable--tells us very little about the elements that lift it to the realm of myth. It might also 
leave us wondering: What does all this talk of Kings and knights have to do with a women's 
movement, let alone a women's movement committed to spiritual search, social justice, 
women's empowerment and the environment? Furthermore, how is it relevant to today?  
 
The richness of the myth and its relevance are to be found, not so much in the story, as in the 
context in which the story occurs. Missing from the outline above (and what the authors go on 
to write 550 pages about) is the symbolic universe in which the story unfolds, and its 
significance in relation to our psychic and cultural landscape. 
 
The myth's primary symbol, of course, is the Grail itself. Like the story, the life-giving Grail 
can take many forms but each of them, in one way or another, is representative of the 
feminine principle. In most versions, when the Grail makes its first appearance as part of a 
mysterious procession, it is carried by a beautiful maiden accompanied by pages carrying 
swords and a bleeding lance. Women--in the shape-shifting forms of maiden, mother, crone--
are key characters throughout the Grail narratives continually leading or instructing the knight 
in his quest. 
 
The first Grail narrative by Chretien de Troyes begins by describing a long ago paradise in 
which This World and the Otherworld were one. The land was green and fertile; the people 
gentle and at peace. Maidens at springs and wells throughout the countryside served weary 
travelers from their cups. Then one day, a certain king Amangons raped one of the maidens 
and stole her ceremonial cup. After his retinue raped the other maidens, the waters dried up 
and disappeared. The primordial Oneness of male and female was broken. The land lay 
perpetually barren and waste. 
 
This, then, is the backdrop of the original Perceval's search for a life-giving cup and the 
mysteries surrounding a castle in a Wasteland, presided over by a Wounded King. 
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GRAIL MYTH, CONTINUED 
 

MAIN THEMES 
 

Paradise Lost: Every version of the myth is contextualized, directly or indirectly, in a lost 
paradise. The Grail which is sought is in some way connected to a time of universal 
harmony, a place of unity between the physical and spiritual realms.  
 

Besides the Celtic vision of paradise described above, there is the Christian depiction of 
the Holy Grail's connection with the Last Supper and Christ’s crucifixion, his sacrificial 
redemption of the biblical Fall. In Eschenbach’s alchemical version, the Holy Grail fell to 
earth from heaven when Lucifer and his angels rebelled against God and were cast into 
hell. In all of the myth’s tellings, the recovery of the Grail will bring reconciliation, a healing 
of the rift between the worlds. 

 

The Journey: Except for Galahad who is the most obviously Christ-like hero, the typical Grail 
knight starts out as an innocent fool, abandoning mother and home, with no intention of 
dedicating his life to the search for the Grail. His journey is a random one in pursuit of 
knightly pleasures and adventures, until inevitably he wanders unaware into the Wasteland. 

 

The Wasteland: Here, in the midst of utter devastation, he encounters the Grail Castle and a 
Wounded King whose personal suffering and whose devastated land are inextricably 
entwined. The knight is feasted and given privy to the ceremony of the Grail. Although the 
knight thinks it, he fails to ask the right question because his code of chivalry teaches that 
it is wrong to ask questions. 

 

The Question: Essential to the healing of both King and Wasteland is the seeker asking the 
right question. Depending on the version, the question is based on compassion or 
enlightenment: Why do you suffer? What ails thee? or What is the Grail? Whom does it 
serve? 

 

The Quest: Cast out from the castle that has now vanished, the hero resolves to find his way 
back. The beauty and mystery of his brief encounter with the Grail inspires his complete 
dedication. He spends years wandering, encountering characters and adventures that 
bring about the personal transformation that can enable his return. 

 

The Attainment: Many knights seek the Grail, but few are spiritually ready to attain it. When 
the Grail hero, sufficiently purified, finally finds his way back to the castle, he asks the right 
question, heals the King and the land, and attains the bliss of the Grail. The story usually 
resolves itself in the marriage of the hero and a maiden, often the Grail maiden who is 
related by blood to the Wounded King. But there are, as you might expect, multiple 
variations. 
 

The Galahad version ends with the hero's death and ascension, along with the removal of 
the Grail and the lance which are taken away by a hand that reaches down from heaven. 
In Eschenbach's version, Parcifal attains the Grail with his Muslim half-brother (who is part 
black and part white). A miraculous writing appears on the Grail which says, "If any 
Templar should, by the grace of God, become the ruler of a foreign people, let him ensure 
that they are given their rights." 
 

In all versions, the attainment is experienced as the ultimate fulfillment of human desire, 
and the Grail itself a wondrous source of radiant light.
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GRAIL MYTH, CONTINUED 
 

SUMMARY 
 
This short overview can give only a glimpse of some of the riches that are contained within 
the Grail myth. Obviously missing here are theories found in Holy Blood and the Holy Grail 
which was a primary source for The Da Vinci Code. While these theories have helped to 
popularize the Grail myth and its connection to the search for the Divine Feminine, they offer 
only one possible interpretation of the myth, and a literal one at that. 
 
By its very nature, there is no one answer to the meaning of the Grail myth. As any viable 
myth should, it offers infinite opportunities for interpretation. We can find within it personal 
spiritual guidance as well as support for our collective mission. Be it women's empowerment, 
social justice, the environment, world peace, or inter-faith understanding, we can find in the 
myth symbolic sources for our work in the world. 
 
With more input and facilitation at the national meeting, we will explore, play with, and expand 
upon these possibilities, just as others have done throughout the centuries. 
 
If all goes well, we may find that contained within the myth are also the seeds of a unifying 
ritual. For no myth exists without its companion rituals, collective ceremonies that enact and 
embody it. As Karen Armstrong says: 
 
"Mythology is usually inseparable from ritual. Many myths make no sense outside a liturgical 
drama that brings them to life, and are incomprehensible in a profane setting." 
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