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MAKING LINKS – LIEN 
WHERE IS THE YOUNGER GENERATION? 

~ Robin Sclafani ~ 
 

The Young Women’s Network in the U.S., the 
LIEN network in Europe, and in many ways the 
Women of the Americas network too, were set up 
in the late 80’s/early 90’s to reach out to new and 
younger women. In 2000 and 2002, the LIEN 
network organized two international congresses 
on the theme “professional life and societal 
change.” As a result of these various initiatives, 
there is a whole generation of 25-45 year old 
women more or less active in the Grail around the 
world. In Mexico, Brazil, Mozambique and 
throughout Europe, many young women are 
meeting and acting in the name of the Grail. Many 
other young women are also active as a result of 
local initiatives, especially in South Africa and the 
Philippines.  

We have noticed in our meetings that some 
needs are common to us across national and 
cultural boundaries. 

o We struggle to maintain a healthy balance 
between our personal and professional 
lives. 

o We are called to work within the mission of 
the Grail, yet we are financially dependent 
on ourselves. 

o We grasp at opportunities to sustain a 
spiritual life in the hustle and bustle of 
commitments and activities. 

o We cherish the time to deepen spirituality 
and renew our souls. 

o We are eager to learn and be more 
effective and responsible in our work 
towards social transformation and healing 
our planet. 

 

For this reason, at the recent Grail Networks 
Forum held in South Africa (July 2004), we 
reformulated the purpose and scope of the LIEN 
network – as an international Grail space for  
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AGE IN THE U.S. GRAIL 
WHERE IS THE YOUNGER GENERATION? 

~ Bonnie Hendricks ~ 
 

Years ago, as I was first learning the 
history of the Grail (particularly in the U.S.) I 
was greatly inspired by what I understood as 
real empowerment of young women through 
the Grail.  I was awed by the courage and 
wisdom of ones ‘so young’ who broke 
boundaries, and buoyed by those (also 
courageous and wise!) who entrusted 
leadership to the next generation.  ‘WOW’, I 
thought to myself, ‘I’ve found nirvana!’ 

It is now 10 years later and I am 10 years 
older.  (38, for those who are wondering.)  
When I look at the average age not only of 
Grail members, but also of those in leadership 
roles (within Teams and Regions, Locally and 
Nationally), I can’t help but ask myself, ‘What 
happened?’ 

I have theories, personal experiences as a 
younger-woman-in-the-Grail, observations, 
ponderings and musings.  But what I put 
before the Movement at this time are 
questions.  As we engage in Strategic 
Planning for the future of the Grail, age is a 
relevant detail ~ 

 
Who do we want to attract? 

and 
Who will build the Grail of the future? 

 
I have often heard expressed the need for 
“young women” in the Grail.  If young women 
have a role to play in the Grail of today into 
the future: 
◊ How can we enable young women (many 

with partners / families / careers / student 
loans – meaning both time and finances 
are an issue) to engage on a National 
level and be builders of our future? 



Age in the Grail, con’t LIEN, continued 

professional women, or those still engaged in studies, who 
want to create links with one another, deepen spirituality and 
reflect upon the contribution they may make to a better quality 
of life, in all sectors of society where they work and live.  

There is a cyclical interaction in LIEN, where there is a 
mutuality between professional life and societal change. With 
LIEN, the Grail supports this interaction, by providing a space 
where women can: 

◊ How can those who have 
not had the bonding 
experience of the Year 
School, Semester at 
Grailville, or Seminary 
Quarter at Grailville (for 
example) be embraced by 
the already formed and 
very deep bonds that exist 
from these experiences? 

◊ Are there things we need to 
let go of so that the next 
generation will be 
empowered to lead, as the 
future probably will not look 
like the past? 

◊ Do we have the young 
women to attract young 
women? 

 
I am keenly aware of how 
blessed I am to be part of an 
intergenerational Movement of 
such awesome women.  The 
elders are a source of constant 
inspiration and my peers of 
hope for the future. 
 
Robin Sclafani’s tandem article 
on Young Women in the Grail 
Internationally offers us a great 
opportunity. Will we accept the 
invitation? 

 learn together and develop consciousness and 
capacities for social transformation; 

 nurture the spiritual dimension of life and work; 
 develop professional orientations and skills; and 
 contribute professional skills to processes of societal 

change. 
 

In this process, the Grail mission is supported, through 
which women are working for justice and solidarity; building 
bridges of understanding and breaking down barriers; facing 
cultural change; healing our planet and the divisions among 
us; and enabling women to develop their full potential in 
different walks of life. LIEN can also serve a role to channel 
women’s skills and energies into cooperative Grail activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the next two years, we hope to make further links 
with each other, at local, regional and international levels. In 
July 2005 there should be an African regional meeting in 
Mozambique and a European regional meeting in Croatia. 
There will also be connections between LIEN and Women of 
the Americas at their next regional meeting hopefully in 2006.  

There has been talk of organizing a meeting in the United 
States for younger professional women who would be 
interested in a gathering to deepen spirituality and exchange 
information on issues of social/environmental/cultural concern. 
There is also a need within the Grail movement in the U.S. to 
gather the energies of younger women who can reflect on 
what can be done together, within our generation and with the 
older generations of the Grail.  

 
 

Spirituality 

Professional Life Societal Change 

The Grail 

Please accept this invitation to make your interest known to have such a gathering. 
Contact either Bonnie Hendricks (NLT) or Joyce Minkler (International Quad) 

For more information on LIEN: robin.sclafani@ceji.org. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE GRAIL INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FORUM 
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~ Maureen Tate ~ 
 

It seems unbelievable that two months 
has passed since the Grail International 
Network Forum.  Time and distance will 
spare you the details of what was, for me, 
not only the predictably wonderful travel 
experience, but also a unique opportunity 
to enter into our international Grail reality 
from the perspective of our common work.  
In preparing for the Forum, I admit to 
having had serious doubts about the 
relevance and viability of the Networks.  
However, I went with a genuine openness 
to share about my experiences with Grail 
Women with Children, the U.S. Training 
for Community Transformation project, my 
personal efforts in contributing to Global 
Justice, and an ear for Network 
implications for U.S. Grail members in 
light of my work on the National Council.  I 
came away believing that the foci of the 
Networks do in fact represent areas of 
genuine Grail involvement.  In other 
words, they seem like a “good fit” after all. 
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It was great to see Sally Timmel and 
Training for Transformation in action!  It 
was a challenge to participate in some 
facilitation of the process and a delight to 
work a bit with Carol Webb, who I have 
not connected with since Semester at 
Grailville days. The substance of the 
meeting gradually emerged from the 
group as we identified areas of concern 
that are priorities in our regions and 
networks.  A picture began to emerge of 
themes that could inform the work of all 
the Networks rather than each working in 
isolation.  By the end of the Forum we 
could see that each Network could bring a 
unique perspective to at least seven 
content areas:  Overcoming Poverty, 
Women’s Rights and Gender, Peace and 
non-violence, Earth consciousness and 
good ecological practice, Multiculturalism, 
Faith in Diversity, and Democracy as civic 
participation and voice.  All of the 
Networks were asked to look at their work 
~ Mary Gindhart ~ 
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Maureen’s Reflection, continued 
 
in light of how they might address these themes.  Many opportunities for 
Networks to work together became apparent.  All Networks responded positively 
to an impassioned challenge of our East and Southern African sisters to bring 
the resources of the International Grail practically to one critical issue – the 
spread of Genetically Modified Organisms, an issue that they are experiencing 
as a major threat to food security across the African continent. 
 
Wearing my Training For Community Transformation hat, I was grateful to meet 
and connect our efforts in the U.S. with others involved in trainings from South 
Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Zimbabwe and Brazil.  I was able to acquire 
curriculums and training reports as research and reference for continuing efforts 
to develop a training institute in the U.S.  Talking about our program goals for 
women’s education in the U.S. with others in the context of international Grail 
TFT efforts revealed new possibilities for cross fertilization and collaboration. 
 
As a lone participant of the Grail Women with Children Network it was difficult to 
determine the future of this Network for the Grail.  Many who attended the Forum 
shared that the GWWC Network was important to women in their countries.  
However, it seems that the lack of an available coordinator internationally may 
mean that this Network will lie dormant until the IGA.  Several of us, despite 
involvement in other Networks, managed to find some spaces to talk about 
GWWC.  A summary of our conversation will appear in the final report.  It was 
moving to hear testimony from Grail members in Africa who are caring for others’ 
children in light of the AIDS crisis.  Others spoke passionately of the need to give 
voice to the vulnerability of women and children in light of the realities of a 
globalized economy.  We prayed together for our Grail sisters living with the pain 
of the world’s problems reflected in the lives and deaths of their own children.  A 
personal highlight was sharing tea in front of the fire back at the house at night 
with my housemate, Angelina Kyonda, from Kenya.  We have much in common 
as mothers of several young adult daughters and as spouses of men that are 
politically active.  To share about the commonplace, the humor of family life, the 
deep concern for our children and their future was a privilege and profound 
experience of bonding across the world and across cultures.  We also dreamed 
of an international gathering of Grail women and their daughters in which to pass 
on our vision and Grail heritage.  A dream? Hmm . . . 
 
The primary challenge of the Forum, as I experienced it, was to consider how to 
move from issue to action.  It is hard enough to work strategically nationally, let 
alone internationally.  By the end of the Forum, I believe that each Network 
articulated achievable goals that should take us forward in a more 
interconnected way and I could point to several ways that U.S. Grail members 
could participate in the Networks.  Those of us who attended the Forum will be 
working with the International Team to help that process along. 

 
~ Maureen’s top ten list of ways to connect with the Networks, next page ~ 
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TOP TEN LIST OF WAYS TO CONNECT WITH THE NETWORKS 
~ MAUREEN TATE ~ 

 
1. There’s a new Network emerging!  The Ecology and Bio-Diversity Network is trying to 

emerge under the leadership of Marilyn Aitken and Sibongile Myungwa of South Africa.  
They need to know who is interested.  Give your name to Joyce Minkler to get yourself on a 
new list.  Hurrah! 

2. Attention regional groups!  Those trendsetters in the Philly Grail have organized their 
calendar year to focus on one of the seven themes each month and open the meetings for 
outreach.  A person from the group will prepare discussion content, prayer and action 
possibilities for each theme. 

3. An ethical dilemma – how to use one of the great issue papers on the common themes, 
promised each month by the Global Ethos Network?  Meet locally for a discussion.  Read 
and consider the implications for your life and work.  Even better – send substantive content 
from an ethical perspective, on one of the themes, to stimulate international study and 
dialogue to Isabel Allegro:  allegro@mail.telepac.pt  

4. Calling all Grail Women with Children!  Share about how family life is impacted in any one of 
the areas of common concern by writing a short reflection for the international Grail publication 
Crossroads.  You can send to me or to Ruth Crowe directly at: ruthcrowe@ozemail.com.au 

5. Say no to GMO!  It’s personal and political in this effort to combat the promulgation of GMO 
technology, especially to developing countries.  The Grail Center in Kleinmond has hired an 
organizer to work on this issue in Southern Africa.  They will also provide a base for sharing 
of information and actions for International Grail response.  Stay tuned!  An organizing 
packet should be on the way. 

6. Like a dog with a bone - grab an issue of Global Justice e.g. Fair Trade, Global Debt, 
GMO’s, Trafficking in women and children, Militarization.  Follow it.  Learn about the issues.  
Inform the rest of us. Share updates and actions by participating in our very own U.S. Global 
Justice Network.  If you are not on the list let Marie Sutter know you want to participate. 

7. Spirituality or Theology?  Ah, now that’s the question … or an opportunity for exploration 
with one of the six interest groups being formed by the Spirituality Network.  If you have 
enjoyed the dialogue that has been facilitated by the U.S. Spirituality Team you will want to 
go global and let Cay Charles know of your interest in receiving materials from the 
Spirituality Network. 

8. LIEN is coming!  LIEN is coming!  This great network of young professional women, begun 
in Europe, would like to identify U.S. women who want to engage their passions and 
expertise to work for change.  There will be new opportunities to reach out to young women 
as Grail.  Bring such women to the attention of the International Team for future 
opportunities.  We hope to bring LIEN representatives to the U.S. to meet with interested 
younger women.  (see Robin’s article on pages 1-2.)  Young women are also being sought 
for participation in Women of the Americas Youth Forum, a three year program bringing 
young women together across the Americas.  Refer young women, age 18-35, to Sharon 
Joslyn for more information.  

9. You are a woman of the Americas and the International Grail is going to the World Social 
Forum!  If you are going or are participating through another organization, let Mary Gindhart 
of the U.N. Working Group know.  The Grail will have an organized presence at this meeting.  
If Brazil is not in the picture, contact Mary about participating in one of the United Nations 
meetings taking place this year.   

10. Just the facts ma’am.  Read the Network Forum report that should be coming to you in the 
next month or two via the International Quad.  What new ideas does it spark in you?  Let the 
International Quad know.  You may be on to something. 
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As Quadrant Coordinator for Membership, I am so excited by the vitality as I see it in the Movement.  
There are many people meeting regionally, people meeting as teams, people in less formal but 
consistent communication with one another.  I want to say I also honor all those members who might 
not at this time be meeting with others but who are being Grail in their day to day living and works.  
Following is an exciting article from Emily Thomas on the NYC Politics and Spirituality Group. 

~ Carol Siemering 
 

 
NYC POLITICS & SPIRITUALITY 

~ Emily Thomas ~ 
 

The NYC Grail Politics and Spirituality 
Group is made up of Grail Members, 
Members-in-process, and friends who 
meet monthly in NYC and have two 
retreats a year, spring and fall, in 
Cornwall. There is a core group of about 
30 women, although there are over 100 
who have asked to be kept on the mailing 
list. We're always happy for more. 

We meet monthly, the third Friday of 
each month, for a simple supper, a time to 
catch up on each other's lives and a 
program. Often the program is presented 
by one of the members or friends of the 
group -- we have a lot of wonderful women 
doing wonderful things, and just sharing 
our own particular passion is a source of 
excitement, information and learning. 

Programs this past year have included 
such things as: reporting on a training in 
spirituality and sexuality in Mexico and 
Honduras; a discussion of "our own 
spirituality" and "our own politics" and how 
they inform each other; the situation in 
Haiti; and a party or two! 

We met on Sept 10 at the 
Environmental Center that Joy Garland 
has been instrumental in creating in New 
York City on the East River. We're so 
proud of her and this fruit of her long work 
and concern about the earth. 

We don't have group projects as such. 
Most in the group are very involved in 
various political and spiritual endeavors, 

and we look to the group and the 
monthly meetings as a source of 
nourishment, of healing, of filling our cup 
at this spiritual well provided by this 
community of Grail identified women. 

As well as the healing of our own 
frazzled selves, and finding a place for 
spiritual deepening that connection and 
community bring, the regular P&S 
meetings are an important tool of 
outreach for the group and for the Grail. 

The regular monthly meetings 
provide a time and place where we all 
can invite others, like-minded women we 
know who are on the same path. We 
ask them to join us at a Friday night 
meeting, they can get on the 
email/phone list, where we share info 
about everything from job-opportunities 
to apartment hunting, they can come to 
retreats and events. Some come and 
go; others come and stay and become 
part of our community. 

Last winter, we announced to the 
larger list that we would begin the 
process of exploring what Grail 
membership would mean. Through a 
series of meetings, we now have a small 
group of women who have continued to 
actively be "in process", and who have 
begun to take responsibility within the 
group and at Cornwall. We'll keep you 
posted as this process matures, but look 
for some new Grail sisters coming soon. 
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A REFLECTION ON THE CINCINNATI WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
I wanted to express my deeply-felt 

belief that beneath all the surface 
differences separating women from each 
other is a uniting, healing power.  If that 
healing power is released through 
conscious imaging or prayer intention, it 
becomes manifest in the physical world.   
I was thinking especially of the healing 
that needs to take place in Cincinnati to 
diminish racial and economic injustices.   

These were “high flown” ideals typical 
of Grail members, I suppose.  I was 
pleased to be part of the Women Task 
Force during quite a phase of building 
bridges back in the late 80’s and into the 
90’s, creating the Women’s Institute on 
Religion and Society and launching two 
Ohio Women Leaders’ Caucuses.  These 
were exciting programs that brought  
African American women and white 
women together in partnership, and they 
fed my hunger to go deeper. 

Then in the fall of 2003 I heard Fran 
Frazier describe at a Women Task Force 
meeting the Columbus Women’s Day of 
Prayer that she had been leading for 
eight years.  Her description made my 
skin tingle.  It was as though my soul just 
leaped up and said, “We need something 
like that here in Cincinnati!” 

I wasn’t the only one.  A friend of mine 
who was attending the meeting as a 
guest also responded to the call.  And 
thus began a year of planning and 
shaping that had its culmination on 
September 11, 2004.  I’m sorry to report 
that the planning and shaping were not 
as inspiring as the initial call, but then 
who ever said that giving birth is easy?  
And where would I have been without 
Fran’s constant support and nudging? 

What had drawn me to Fran’s project, 
among other things, was the beauty she 
and her planners incorporated into the 
day:  their setting at the Franklin 
Conservatory, the fact that they all 
dressed in white, the tying of colored 

ribbons on the wrist of each woman as 
she entered.  I also appreciated the care 
she had taken to keep religious 
iconography out of the decorations and to 
be truly open to women of diverse faiths. 

What kept me/us from replicating the 
things I admired most about Fran’s day 
was practicality.  I didn’t have the church 
connections that Fran has, and I couldn’t 
seem to assemble a consistent working 
committee.  In fact, only two women really 
stood by me the whole year: Kathleen 
Walzer and Audrey DuPuy.  Even my 
original co-leader dropped out as so 
many different women passed through 
the planning meetings, offering their 
ideas about what we could/should do and 
then not showing up for the next 
gathering. 

I felt it was important to hold the Day 
of Prayer in the city and on a bus line so 
that it would be accessible to poor women 
and familiar to African American women, 
but we never could find a non-church 
setting of beauty and reasonable cost.   
The other thing we did not accomplish 
was publicity.  On September 11 we were 
in competition with lots of other events. 

This is not to diminish the 
contributions of those who ended up “on 
the program.”  I am especially grateful to 
Bobbi Gill, who came down from 
Columbus with her wonderful banners to 
help decorate our space.  The House of 
Joy, a movie theatre converted into a 
church, made us feel very much 
welcome.  Our Mistress of Ceremonies 
(or Worship Leader), the Reverend Linda 
O’Neal, was gracious and broke into 
spontaneous song from time to time, 
often joined by her friend Gwen 
Thompson.  AboyaDe called in the 
ancestors, Anu Zdenek and others 
offered Hindu chanting, Mary Duennes 
led us in a meditative Tai Chi Prayer, 
Audrey DuPuy impersonated Sojourner 
Truth, Ex-Mayor Roxanne Qualls spoke 
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on “Cities of Hope,” Fanchon Shur offered 
a Body Prayer in the Jewish tradition, and 
a closing ritual was led by Kathleen 
Walzer and the Reverend Doris Hoskins 
of New Thought Unity Church.   

I had mixed feelings at the end of the 
day.  I knew we had pulled together 
something very different from the usual 
and full of potential.  I thought the 
spontaneous conversations among and 
between women over lunch were 
especially wonderful.  And, best of all for 
me personally - I felt very buoyed up by 
prayers that I knew were coming to me/us 
from Grail sisters and members of my 
own spiritual community.   

That night I had a powerful dream 
about losing my car (which “looked like 
everyone else’s car”) in a huge parking 
garage and being helped to find it by a 

woman employee and “the holy spirit.”  
As I waited for them to help me, I 
looked out over a park that was littered 
with trash and being cleaned up.  To 
me that park represented the city.  My 
work was not so much leading as being 
helped. The point is that I woke up from 
this dream feeling absolutely ecstatic.  I 
think I was being told to continue on. 

So that’s what I’m doing, helped 
along by Fran.  I’m thinking about a 
setting, a date, and a format that 
incorporates interaction among 
participants as well as prayer.  I’m 
beginning the planning process for next 
year with a series of one-on-one 
lunches with women who may share my 
dream of prayer as social action.  In 
short, I’m opening myself to what kind 
of baby wants to get born next year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Cincinnati Mayor
Roxanne Qualls (L)
and Worship Leader

Rev. Linda O’Neal (R)
at the Cincinnati

Women’s Day of Prayer
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SPIRITUALITY TEAM 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

 
As I write this, Debra Lambo and others are 
preparing for the New York Politics and 
Spirituality Retreat at Cornwall Oct. 29-31.  
Several members of the national Spirituality 
Team will be present for the retreat and for a 
meeting following it.  Debra has continued to 
inspire our thinking, this time in her calling our 
attention to an article in the May 2004 issue of 
“What is Enlightenment” entitled “Come 
Together, the Mystery of Collective 
Intelligence”  by Craig Hamilton.   
 
A quote from this article (which can be found 
on the website <www.wie.org/collective> ) 
follows: 
 
Robert Kenny says, “When the group reaches 
a certain level of coherence, generally there’s 
some higher level of order that comes into the 
room and it’s very noticeable to people.  It’s 
like something has shifted.  People stop 
fighting for airspace and there’s a kind of 
group intuition that develops.  It’s almost like 
the group as a whole becomes a tuning fork 
for the inflow of wisdom.” 
 
In the next paragraph, the author quotes Carol 
Frenier.  “In these group experiences, people 
have access to a kind of knowing that’s bigger 
than what we normally experience with each 
other.  You feel the presence of the sacred, 
and you sense that everybody else in the 
group is also feeling that.  There’s a sense of 
openness and awareness of something larger 

than yourself.  Your ability to communicate 
seems broader.  What is astounding to people 
is how much creativity comes forth in a setting 
like that.  You have a sense that the whole 
group is creating together, and you don’t quite 
exactly know how.” 
 
Debra has helped Grail members at local and 
national Grail meetings in the past few years 
to allow the beginnings of this sort of opening 
to occur by working with the Dialogue process.  
I would say that the spirituality team has 
experienced something of this opening as well 
in our meetings.  Debra asks us to work to 
create this “sacred space” in our meetings 
with each other, to enter a relationship now, in 
the present, awakening to new ways of seeing 
each other and possibly working together.  
Listening without an agenda is an amazingly 
radical and growth promoting practice, and 
indeed it is seems to be one of the ways to 
answer question 4c. in the Spirituality Report, 
“Do you see other ways, besides ritual 
celebration, through which the Grail can 
express a communal spirituality?” 
 
I think we will be hearing more about the 
experience of Dialogue and creating a sacred 
space where we can grow as individuals and 
participate in an enormously creative process 
as well.  If you do not get email and would like 
a copy of the article on collective intelligence, 
let me know and I’ll send it to you 
(367 Greenfield Rd. Deerfield, MA 01342). 

 
 
 

 
 

The quotes from the Spirituality Report that we’ll share this month have to do with 
“Why are you still a member of the Grail?’  These quotes seem important in 
understanding each other now as we face each other across a room, across the 
country itself, in preparation for the GA, October 2005. 
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WHY ARE YOU STILL A MEMBER OF THE GRAIL? 
 

“Deep sense of shared search, common values and passions, and an abiding appreciation 
for all I’ve received from the movement and individual members.” 
 

“The community remains.  I find a commitment to social justice that is powerful without 
berating.  I am close to the members of my local Grail group in ways I didn’t imagine when I 
first joined.  Each of us has shared parts of our journey with the group, and I have been 
enriched by the sharing, my own as well as others.  I desire to stay active in the Grail, to 
participate in actions that improve the world.  Much needs to be done; together I believe we 
can do good things.” 
 

“I love the Grail women: how much they care about what is going on in the world, their 
intensity.  I feel the Grail has not only used my talents well, but I’ve learned a great deal that 
has affected my career and my personal relationships.” 
 

“The Grail has always been a challenge to me – giving me new perspectives. It continues to 
do so.” 
 
“I am following a thread that weaves itself into the Grail.” 
 
 “Because the Grail is not static; it’s not attached to one ‘fixed idea.’  The world is a constant 
revelation, calling for new responses.” 
 
“Values of simplicity – liturgical celebrations – close to the land – women – community” 
 
“This question demands some soul searching!  I must still believe in the dream – the vision 
of a world restored to wholeness.  I still love the women who belong: I respect them and 
trust them as I do few other people in the world.” 
 
“Frankly, it’s not always easy, but once I make a commitment I try to stick to it.” 
 
“The reality of being in solidarity with women of many nations and races and cultures, the 
attempts to work for justice and peace and sustainability in many ways in different places, 
the ‘shared spirituality’ with many of the women keep me in the Grail.  I believe that women 
have much to give and share and do in this world and need the support, inspiration, 
education the Grail can help to provide.” 

 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 
~ Anne Hurley for the Spirituality Team ~ 

 
In this issue, I’m going to discuss two music CDs, taking my cue from the season.  One from the 
Jewish tradition, and one from the Sufi tradition.  Sufism, by some, is said to be the mystic heart of 
Islam.  As I write this, we are in the midst of Ramadan, ninth month of the Islamic Lunar calendar, 
this year from October 15 to November 12.  Ramadan, for observant Muslims, is thirty days of dawn 
to sunset complete fasting, focusing on compassion, self-restraint, group worship, and one’s 
relationship to God.  Chanukah this year begins at sundown on December 7 and ends on December 
14.  A minor Jewish holiday, elevated in importance because of its proximity to the Christian 
Christmas, Chanukah, commemorates the victory of the Maccabees, the rededication of the 
Jerusalem Temple, and the miraculous burning of the oil for the Temple light that lasted eight days. 

con’t next page 
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Recently, I was a participant in a
thirty people in a sacred experience
performance artist who was in the B
benefit performance in collaboration
and others.  Zuleikha is a concert s
leader of spirit-filled singing, chantin
gatherings.  In opening the gatherin
singing together in a sacred manne
which emotions might arise and be 
resulting in a cleansing release. 

As we were singing one of the po
experienced something of this swee

Something opens our wings 
Something makes boredom an
Someone fills the cup in front o
We taste only sacredness. 

The melody was by Zuleikha; the
Singing, I began to sense what it m
only sacredness – the feeling in the
spreading out into the world.  Then 
be like if the leader of our country, w
supreme importance of religion in h
sacredness, the sacredness that wa
in the room of 30 people chanting? 
eyes and slipped down my face.  I f
might be and isn’t; the great gulf. 

The CD, “Robe of Love”, is sacr
poetry of Kabir and Rumi put to mu
some traditional chants, and some 
Zuleikah.  Devi Ma, Great Mother o
only chant in Sanskrit; the rest are i
Something Opens Our Wings is on 
Song.  Rabia is a mystic in the Sufi
Basra in the eighth century.  She w
patriarchal. Zuleikah sings and acco
the harmonium.  There are also per
One caveat: her voice is not perfec
This CD makes some of the mystic
very accessible. 

“Robe of Love” may be ordered f
Publications for $16 plus shippin
www.omegapub.com ; 1-800-4
256 Darrow Road, New Lebano

Zuleikah’s website: www.storyda
may listen to clips from her CD a
videos. 
 

Again, for the Spirituality Team
this column.  For specifics, look in t
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Spirituality Resources, con’
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re was live music.  
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 room intensifying, 
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s present so palpably 
 The tears came to my 
elt an aching for what 

ed music, featuring 
sic by Zuleikah, also, 
original poetry by 
f the Universe, is the 
n Arabic or English. 
this CD, also, Rabia 
 tradition.  She lived in 
as decidedly non-
mpanies herself on 
cussion and cello.  
t; is sometimes flat.  
 poetry of this tradition 

rom Omega 
g and handling: 
43-7107  
n, NY 12125-2615 
ncer.com, where one 
nd view clips from her 

“Lights; Music for Chanukah” is by 
the world-class Zamir Chorale of 
Boston.  The Zamir choral, now in 
its thirty-sixth year, has as its 
mission to educate, inspire, 
entertain, and awaken audiences to 
the breadth and beauty of Jewish 
culture.  They have received much 
critical acclaim and have toured 
nationally and internationally.  The 
music of “Lights” is zestful, joyous, 
at times deeply moving and sacred, 
and, occasionally, humorous in a 
highly polished sort of way.  There 
are vocal solos as well as much 
choral singing.  Musical 
accompaniment is by piano, clarinet, 
bass, trumpet, percussion, 
saxophone, and cello.  The Candle 
Lighting Blessings are sung with a 
piercing purity in solo voice.  Some 
of the selections are: Al HaNissim, 
Maoz Tzur, Aleh Neri and, Candles 
Flashing In The Night.  Most of the 
words are in Hebrew, some in 
English.  Much of the music is 
traditional; some are folksongs, and 
some original compositions.  The 
entire CD is very high in quality.  
Several years ago, I was present at 
a live Chanukah concert given by 
the Zamir Chorale, a wonderful 
experience, and I feel this CD 
captures much of that experience.  
At the end of the live concert, many 
of us got up and danced in the 
aisles. 

“Lights; Music for Chanukah” can 
be purchased through amazon.com.  
Zamir Chorale: 

PO Box 590126, Newton MA 02459 
1-866-zamir-20 (toll free) 
www.zamir.org  where one can 

review their many CDs and listen to 
clips from some of them. 

, I invite and encourage Gumbo readers to send me material for 
he September issue.  Email material to me, gracegiven@110.net , 
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
~ AN INVITATION ~ 

 
The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will undertake a Review and 

appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted at the 
Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) and of the outcome document of the twenty-third 

special session of the General Assembly (2000) during its forty-ninth session 
28 February - 11 March 2005 

 
For the past few years, several Grail members in the New York area and a few from other states 
have been attending the CSW. We can get passes for those two weeks for anyone who would like 
to participate. If you can only attend one week, it is usually more interesting the first week. 

Contact Mary Kay Louchart by December 1st if you would like to attend. 
 

Write to Mary Gindhart if you need more details mgindhart@juno.com
Write to Mary Kay Louchart if you want to be registered Grail-IPT@juno.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: December 31 
** Note: GUMBO will be published 

monthly starting in January 
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSIDE: 
 

Where is the Younger  
Generation? p. 1-2 

Reflections from the  
Network Forum p. 3-4 

10 Ways to Connect 
with the Networks p. 5 

NYC Politics & Spirituality p. 6 
Cinci Women’s Day of Prayer p. 7-8 
Spirituality Team p 9-10 
Spirituailty Resources p. 10-11 
Commission on the 

Status of Women back page 
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