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Gumbo 
~The Grail Connection ~ 

 
 

February 2007 
 

 
NEW BEGINNINGS ~ NEW CHALLENGES 

~ Beth Wasmer ~ 
 
It is that beginning time in a new year where we all typically look at our 
world, our aspirations and dreams as well as our realities. As we do this 
individually we sometimes call it “New Years Resolutions.” The 
government calls it the “State of the Union” or the “State of the State.” As 
we take a look at the “State of the Grail” in early 2007 – what do we see? 
 
The Grail is a relatively small movement with huge ideas. We are 
interesting in that we all came to the Grail with a varied vision of what 
could be, but it is the vision of the world as a better place that united us all 
as we gathered at the door of this Movement. There are many ways to 
walk the path and in our great diversity of age, spirituality, occupational 
backgrounds and race we find among ourselves a support system and an 
honoring of each that gives us energy to endure through our process of 
understanding and practice. That basis gives us enduring power. 
 
But what of the seemingly endless pieces of the Grail that sometimes feel 
as if it is a massive iceberg that we are constantly trying to tow about? The 
members and what we are doing individually and what we stand for as a 
group are above the water. Below the surface lies the iceberg web of the 
responsibilities we tow – the awesome responsibility of land and building 
ownership, maintenance and staff issues, financial issues. We have long 
enjoyed our land and now we struggle with its issues. “The good news is 
we own property / the bad news is we own property.” The good news is 
our members are involved in compelling work in the world / the bad news 
is our members are involved in compelling work in the world -- which 
means that our members are very busy women and our needs have 
changed because of this. 
 
What if, now, we look at our resources of land, buildings and members 
and re-imagined them? What if, by limiting the size of the iceberg under 
the water, we could have less drag on the movement above the water? 
What if we look at our models for a new way of gathering? 
 
The Bronx is a place that demonstrates a model for working in the world. It 
is a model of collaboration with others, in this case the Diocese, which 
owns the buildings where there is a “proclaimed” Grail Center. This model 
concentrates our energies on the work – the work at the UN, the 
community building of neighborhoods, the work of justice and economic 
opportunity for women and children to live, grow and be safe.

continued next page
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The Philadelphia Grail gathers for programs, which it creates and sponsors for Grail 
members and women in their communities. The New York Politics and Spirituality group 
does the same, gathering, discussing and participating with women, which in turn 
influences the whole movement. In the southwest the Grail gathers to talk and support 
sustainability issues with the like minded. In Michigan, in Louisiana, and in many other 
places around the country the Grail is coming together and is influencing the whole. 
And can we do more with what we have going? 
 
We have spent the last three years rebuilding our infrastructure, clarifying our decision-
making processes, improving communication systems and putting planning processes 
in place to address land, fundraising, personnel, legal and financial obligations. Now, it’s 
time to move. It is time to move with the Grail’s real agenda, the work we find 
compelling that is expressed in our Mission Statement. This is the work we are doing in 
many ways but maybe not integrated ways. We need to be serious about gathering 
more women, developing our programs and being out there in the name of the Grail. 
What if now is the time to re energize the movement, our movement? 
 
A few thoughts … I look forward to the work ahead, to the questions themselves, and to 
the many options we’ll discuss  …  but  I most look forward to our moving together. 
 
 
 
 

Beginnings, continued 

Beth Wasmer and Judith Blackburn 

BETH and JUDITH both began a 3-year term 
on the National Council in January. 

BETH is on the National Leadership Team; 
JUDITH is Programming Quad Coordinator. 
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CONTINUING DISCUSSION REGARDING USE OF ORATORY 
BY ROMANCATHOLIC WOMENPRIESTS 

 
In response to our invitation to reflect on the request from Romancatholic Womenpriests to 
use the Oratory for ordinations in 2007, there has been a very active conversation on our 
Grail listserv reflecting a variety of perspectives.  We have received individual responses to 
the Council as well as materials to circulate with the National News and Gumbo.  We are 
pleased to include this article by Teresa Wilson reflecting upon her attendance at the most 
recent RCWP ordinations in Pittsburgh.  Teresa was also able to consult with theologian 
Joan Chittister on the question, since it was raised on the listserv that Joan’s experience in 
speaking out on these issues might be relevant to our own discussion. - Maureen Tate 
 

~ Teresa Wilson ~ 
I am appreciative of all the reflections on the use of the Oratory for the ordination of 

women priests. My questions are based more on my experience at the Pittsburgh ordination 
on the Three Rivers last summer.  

I was happy to find some of my Grail colleagues from Philadelphia on board as well as 
women with whom I had worked on peace and justice issues in Pittsburgh. About 350 
invited guests came to celebrate with the women being ordained. Invitations were issued by 
one or another of the women to be ordained, insuring privacy. 

The ordination itself was presided over by three women bishops, two from Germany and 
one from South Africa. Each candidate was presented for ordination by either family, a 
working colleague or long time friend and supporter. I was moved by the presentations of 
the candidates by people who loved and respected them. Husbands presented two of the 
women; another was presented by three adult daughters in a particularly emotional 
moment. 

While the candidates seemed authentic to me in their commitment and courage, I did not 
find the process or the presiding bishops credible. Was this a replica of the hierarchical 
church which we are deploring? The question of the power of the bishops was raised for me 
in seeing their crosiers --- these symbols of shepherd were ugly, rough cut wooden staffs. 
That detail plus the personal choices of cloth on which the ordinates chose to prostrate 
themselves seemed lacking in dignity to me as well and the actual ceremony began to look 
like a badly costumed theater piece. I did contrast it to the male version in cathedral setting 
where the anonymity of the individual seemed a more appropriate statement of a dedication 
to the church. 

When the presiding bishop invited everyone present who wished to to come and pray 
over the candidates individually, the ceremony extended itself into extra hours and the 
audience began to restlessly move about the boat in conversational groups. The beautiful 
views of the Pittsburgh from the three rivers became more distraction. The focus and dignity 
of the occasion was lost. 

On reflection, I began to question how the ordinations would really change the status or 
function of the women. They were all involved in ministry -- they would not be admitted or 
recognized by the church and the bishops seemed without authenticity. I wondered what 
their role was other than ordaining. Would the new priests be responsible to them? The 
threat for all participants of excommunication was a challenge to be met by all individually. It 
would not be a choice in a small community. 

For an international perspective, I have spoken to both German and South African 
women knowledgeable of earlier ordination ceremonies on the Danube and the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and found them also conflicted and unsure that these ordinations are 
good for women or useful to the Church now. I do not know what time could be right. 
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On reflection, I am less sure that the ordination of women in the Church today is viable. 
These impressions do not deal with the request to Grailville, but are another reason for 
questioning. I do value the discussion within the Grail and think it should continue to help us 
all think about the ordination of women and the surrounding questions for the Grail.  

Following is a response from Joan Chittister to my question of how she thinks today 
about women's ordination.  Some of you will remember that Joan was threatened to be 
excommunicated by the Vatican in 1999 if she addressed the Women's Ordination 
Conference in Dublin, Ireland.  She did address the conference (I am happy to share a copy 
of the speech and it is worth re-reading) and she was not excommunicated. 
I thought her opinion would be of interest to us now. 

 
JOAN CHITTISTER WRITES: 
I am totally opposed to standing still. 
I am equally opposed to moving forward in a way that only serves to confuse issues. 
 

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S ORDINATION: 
If this means simply, do I support the ordination of women, my answer has been clear 
and public.  I do.  But most of all, I press for the discussion of this issue in the church 
itself.  This is not an episcopal question.  This is an ecclesial question, a question of the 
way the Spirit is working in the Church.  How do the bishops know that answer unless 
they listen to the church instead of defining themselves as its sole dimension. 

 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC WOMENPRIESTS MOVEMENT: 
This is a much more difficult question to answer.  I really see the reason for this 
movement.  I do think that it could someday be a factor in bringing this question to the 
floor.  At the same time, I do not want to split the church in order to save the church.  I 
myself am--and have been for years--more committed to pressing for the restoration of 
the diaconate for women.  On that issue, history, theology and the equality question 
converge.  Here there is no answer possible except “We don't want to because....” we 
hate women. Or whatever. 
 

But on the issues of deaconesses, we are on firm ground and do not need to talk both to 
the people and to the papacy at the same time.  I always felt that Catholic women by 
ignoring this approach would really set the movement back. 
 

And I think it did. 
 

Instead, the present movement now carries a great burden on its shoulders: no access to 
the institution, no access to the people, no hope for internal discussion and, therefore, for 
the education of either side. 
 

So what we have is a purely symbolic movement--important and wonderful, yes, but 
totally ignored by the very institution we are trying to change.  That means that if there 
ever is a movement for ordination in the Church, reconciliation with this group could be 
years and years in coming. 

 

MY BEST ADVICE: 
Go forward with this discussion.  Don't be afraid of the conversation.  Don't destroy one 
another in the process.  You are simply called to be part of something bigger than you 
are.  For all our sakes.  We all support it.  The only question is which way is best.  Now. 

The Grail listserv address: ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org 

Discussion, continued 
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2007 NATIONAL MEETING ON SPIRITUALITY 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

for the National Meeting Team 
 

 

THREE MORE PIECES 
 

Well…we have certainly proved our diversity of thought in the recent discussion on the 
listserv and elsewhere about the use of the Oratory.  Of course we have known that about 
ourselves all along!  This discussion has been very important in helping us clarify who we 
are and where to put our energy as a movement. 

What’s very important for us to remember is that our National Meeting is not about this.  
Just to remind us what it is about, here are the points from the proposal accepted by the 
2005 General Assembly. 

The goals of the meeting are: 
1. to experience and affirm the spiritual core at the heart of the Grail vision and 

mission, 
2. to begin the work of strengthening our collective spiritual foundation in order to 

ensure the well-being and viability of the Grail in the future, 
3. to experience and affirm the Grail as a faith community that honors our differences, 
4. to provide time and space for Grail members to deepen in their individual practice, 
5. to experience and affirm the need for collective spiritual practice, 
6. to begin the work of identifying and experiencing spiritual practices which Grail 

members might hold in common which could be a basis for collective practice, 
7. to provide a basis for unifying Grail rituals in the future. 

The team continues to work on a plan for our days together that will address those points in 
ways that will honor our spiritual diversity and to explore our spiritual oneness.  This is 
groundbreaking work for us and for the international Grail and, dare I say, for the world. 

We are including with this Gumbo issue three more pieces for you to study.  You have seen 
them all before. 

• The 1988 International Faith Message, which formed the basis of Lynn’s song “God 
the mystery of our lives…” which touches us so deeply.  How does this message 
strike us almost twenty years later?  When you read the IGA report, you saw that the 
International Grail is using the years until the next IGA to work on the international 
Vision Statement.  Things are not static in the Grail – national or international.  The 
Spirit moves among us. 

• We are asking you to reread Lynn Malley’s January 2003 Gumbo article.  It was very 
forward looking and gave us a push to start dealing more directly with our spiritual 
diversity at the 2003 GA.  It seems prophetic that last April the team decided to 
include this in preparatory materials, given its relevance to our current discussions. 

• The answers to the Questionnaire the Spirituality Team sent out and summarized in 
2004.  We think that looking at it again will give us food for thought about who we 
have been and who we are becoming as the US Grail.  Every time I read it, 
something new jumps out at me. 

We hope that in our absorption in the Oratory issue (which I don’t mean to minimize at all), 
we have not forgotten to study the papers on the Grail myth that appeared in the January 
Gumbo.  You can access them and the materials we sent out in the December Gumbo from 
the Gumbo index link in the National News if your copies have disappeared.  We hope you 
are talking about these papers within your regions, or on the phone or in person when you 
meet other Grail members.  They are what we hope we all will internalize as we prepare for 
the National Meeting.
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The 51st session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women begins this month, considering 
“The elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl-child” (see the January 
Gumbo).  As the Grail prepares for our participation in the CSW, Dorothy Rasenberger forwarded 
the following article, circulated by the Women’s International Coalition for Economic Justice. 
 

 
 

WOMEN AND GIRLS SUFFER MOST 
FROM CONDITIONS IN SLUMS, 

WARNS UN OFFICIALS 
 
 
New York, Jan 23 2007 1:00PM 
 
Slums pose particular problems for women and girls, especially the way this growing 
phenomena affects the global effort to combat HIV/AIDS, the head of the United Nations 
agency charged with promoting socially and environmentally sustainable housing has 
warned, as she called for greater focus on the challenges of urbanization. 
 
The Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), 
Anna Tibaijuka, told a special session for hundreds of delegates gathered in Nairobi, 
Kenya for the World Social Forum that this year's meeting was being held at a crucial 
time when half of the world's population will live in urban areas. 
 
"This is a result of natural population growth, human mobility including rural-urban 
migration and international migration, as well as the reclassification of rural areas as 
urban areas. It is therefore important to consider the challenges of urbanization as you 
discuss women and poverty and listen to testimonies of women," she said on Monday. 
 
"Slums pose serious challenges to action to prevent, treat and effectively address 
HIV/AIDS. Sadly, it is the women and the girl child who bear the brunt of all this 
because of their disadvantaged position in society as proscribed by our cultures, 
traditions, values and belief systems."  
 
The special session, which was held at the UN-HABITAT headquarters, heard 
testimonies from women in developing countries on problems of poverty, pain, survival 
and resistance to the structural causes of poverty and destitution. Mrs. Tibaijuka 
challenged the participants to appreciate the problem of slums and the hardships that 
slum dwellers went through. 
 
 

 
For more details go to UN News Centre at http://www.un.org/news 
To listen to news and in-depth programmes from UN Radio go to: http://radio.un.org/ 
 
For more information on Women’s International Coalition for Economic Justice (WICEJ): 

http://www.wicej.addr.com/  
.
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Gumbo has been following Deirdre Cornell’s reports and updates from Oaxaca. 
Marie Sutter sent in the following article from the December 2006 issue of The Catholic Worker. 

 
 

PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT IN OAXACA 
~ Deirdre Cornell ~ 

 
Imagine my pleasure and surprise when, 

walking through the sit-in in downtown 
Oaxaca, I came across an encampment with 
two banners bearing the words of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.: “Violence creates more 
social problems than it solves, and for this 
reason can never lead to a lasting peace” 
and, “Violence is the refuge of small minds; it 
is the last resort of the incompetent.”  Made 
of tarps strung together, this encampment 
sheltered public school teachers who found 
solace in these words during these seven 
long months – as well as a challenge to 
themselves and others, both inside and 
outside of the mobilization.  Their replies to 
my questioning showed that they knew very 
well who Dr. King was: an ordained minister 
who led a gran lucha (great struggle) for his 
people. 

Apart from the obvious comfort of 
stumbling across something familiar from 
home (as lay missioners in Mexico my family 
and I are, after all, foreigners), I felt a sense 
of relief.  It has been our privilege to witness 
the development of a burgeoning people’s 
movement, which began with 70,000 
teachers of the state chapter of the National 
Educational Workers’ Union and grew to 
encompass a great variety of unions, groups 
and organizations.  It has also been a source 
of angustia (worry).  The uncertainty of what 
would happen to this movement and what 
would happen within the movement take up 
the better energy of our days.  Never have I 
understood so clearly before that violence is, 
indeed, the last resort of the resourceless. 

Each May for the past twenty-six years, 
the teachers’ union of Oaxaca has called for 
negotiations with the state government to 
advance the cause of public education.  
Contrary to convention, this year the 
governor refused to dialogue.  The teachers, 
in turn, became more aggressive, blocking 
offices and highways in addition to the 
expected canceling of classes, and setting 

up an encampment with their families and 
supporters.  The governor, in turn, sent state 
police to attack the teachers’ encampment 
on the Zócalo (main square) on June 14 in 
an attempt to dislodge the protestors, 
endangering the lives of 600 men, women 
and children. 

But Governor Ulises Ruíz could not have 
foreseen the public outrage in reaction to this 
act of violence, nor the overwhelming 
support for the teachers that followed.  When 
the teachers’ radio station was destroyed, 
the university students offered theirs.  
Neighborhoods organized food drives.  
Parishes with base ecclesial communities 
started taking turns cooking and serving 
meals from the Jesuit church downtown.  
Sixty civil associations came together to draft 
a letter of support, rejecting police violence.  
Even more importantly, people from all walks 
of life started questioning the many human 
rights abuses documented in Oaxaca. 

As I try to explain what is happening to 
friends up North, I run into two stumbling 
blocks.  It is hard for US people from the 
dominant class and culture to reconcile our 
image of the police as protectors with the 
harsh reality of police in Mexico.  I have lived 
in poor, non-white neighborhoods in the US 
almost all of my life—and I still cling to the 
belief that the law enforcement officers are 
there to protect me.  The other stumbling 
block we often hit upon is our belief in the 
idol of democracy.  I don’t mean real, 
participative democracy by organized and 
informed citizens acting on micro and macro 
levels of government—I mean the 
semblance of democracy, for example, which 
justifies the killing of hundreds of thousands 
of civilians in Iraq for “democracy.”  Political 
corruption in Mexico is legendary and has 
continued even as the country evolves in a 
multi-party system. 

Democracy here fails—and fails often.  
The governor’s party, the Institutional 

continued next page
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Revolutionary Party (PRI), has ruled Oaxaca 
for 77 years.  Part of the public fury which 
erupted after the police repression of June 
14th stemmed from the perception that Ulises 
Ruíz was not legitimately elected but stole 
gubernatorial elections form the opposition 
candidate.  His use of police against political 
dissenters lends credibility to human rights 
advocates’ claims that at least thirty-eight 
leaders have suffered serious repression, 
disappearance or death.  His refusal to 
undertake consultative processes when 
making major decisions, like moving the 
headquarters of the state offices outside of 
the capital city, has made his tenure 
distinctly “undemocratic.”  During this 
mobilization of the teachers’ union and the 
coalition which galvanized around it, 
signature campaigns to state representatives 
were discarded; coalition members have 
been jailed, even killed; and against every 
opinion I have heard voiced from anyone on 
the subject, locally-elected legislative 
deputies recommended setting federal 
armed forces on their own people! 

But Oaxaca is home to a whole other 
collective decision-making system.  
Indigenous municipalities practice usos y 
costumbres (literally, uses and customs) 
based on traditional models and 
participation—without political parties.  
The state’s mountainous terrain to varying 
degrees protected sixteen indigenous groups 
from Spanish domination in seven regions.  
Although some are small in population, the 
distinct identities and geographies of 
Oaxaca’s communities explain the existence 
of 570 municipalities.  There is a base for 
collective organizing, but it looks different 
from what we know at home. 

Left without political or legal recourse, 
the coalition of the Assembly of the People of 
Oaxaca, APPO (made up of 300 or more 
trade unions, indigenous collectives, 
women’s groups, village and neighborhood 
associations,  human rights and 
development organizations) joined the 
teachers’ union and set out to make Oaxaca 
“ungovernable” under Gov. Ruíz.  At its 
height, an estimated one million people, a 
quarter of the state’s population, took to the 
streets to support the movement. 

There are definitely factions within the 
movement who would like to see an armed 
response.  (Oaxaca’s pride, Benito Juárez, 
the first indigenous president in the 
Americas, has appeared on a poster 
plastered all over Oaxaca with the words, 
“Paisanos, I too, am a guerilla,” his stern 
Zapotec countenance topped by a Ché 
Guevara beret.)  There are others who wish 
to pursue nonviolence and who possess the 
political acumen to caution that violence will 
backfire on the movement by alienating the 
pueblo and justifying government retaliation.  
There are still others, probably the majority, 
who do not consciously seek violent postures 
but who get caught up in the generalized 
atmosphere of conflict and the attitude that 
extreme situations justify extreme responses.  
Very evident is the fact that when 
negotiations falter and a pacific solution slips 
further away, militants step in to fill the 
vacuum. 

In the beginning of September, masked 
guerillas stopped traffic on highways in the 
northern mountains to distribute leaflets 
expressing support for the movement.  
Movement leaders quickly denied any 
connection with armed groups.  The next 
day, a delegation of local leaders, including 
those from Guelatao, Benito Juárez’s 
birthplace, traveled to the capital from the 
Sierra Norte.  In a press conference, they 
urged that federal army forces, already seen 
in their region, be withdrawn, and that 
allegations of armed group involvement not 
be used as a pretext for a federal military 
intervention. 

As a legal-political resolution eludes 
Oaxaca, both the state government and the 
movement become desperate.  For example, 
when the police, as a part of “Operations 
Clean-up,” attacked movement members 
who held the state-owned radio and 
television stations, they made sure to 
irreparably damage equipment—showing 
that they could take back the station but not 
keep it.  The next night, August 22, police 
fired on the people guarding a radio 
transmitter, killing a protestor.  All over the 
city, neighbors joined to put up blockades 
each night prohibiting police from entering 
(1,500 barricades in all).

Oaxaca, continued 
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The mobile brigades, known to use 
force when closing offices and taking over 
buses or government vehicles, also show 
their desperation.  The worst incident came 
while the twenty-eight most influential 
teachers’ union APPO leaders were away 
in Mexico City for negotiations.  A mobile 
brigade dragged the secretary of the Chief 
of State Security out of his office to the 
Zócalo, where he was beaten, blindfolded 
with a head covering, doused with paint, 
and made to kneel for hours before being 
turned over to the Red Cross.  When I 
asked a movement friend about what had 
happened, she spat, “He deserved it—and 
more!”  Venting her anger and frustration, 
she reminded me that two movement 
people have already been killed by police, 
who are suspected of many other murders.  
She asked why the media is eager to show 
this incident, but not others in which police 
are the perpetrators.  And she brought up 
the police brutality inflicted on movement 
political prisoners who have been beaten, 
burned with cigarettes, and imprisoned 
unjustly.  As long as the stand-off continues 
between the movement and state 
government, there is potential for an 
escalation of violence.  One thing is clear: 
to paraphrase Dr. King, violence can never 
lead to a lasting peace. 

On October 18, the last avenue of 
political recourse was exhausted when the 
Mexican Senate voted, along party lines, 
that there was no need to oust Governor 
Ruíz.  Although union leader Enrique 
Rueda Pacheco has agreed that teachers 
would return to classes, at the time of this 
writing, teachers in five out of eight regions 
are refusing to give up their strike until Gov. 
Ruíz resigns.  The deaths of two more 
movement members, which directly 
preceded the Senate’s vote, have served to 
make the teachers more adamant.  In 
addition, two dozen marchistas of the 
walk/march to Mexico City have started a 
hunger strike at the foot of the Benito 
Juárez statue. 

But the movement articulated almost 
from its inception that the resignation of 

Gov. Ruíz is not enough to solve the 
underlying causes of Oaxaca’s poverty and 
marginalization.  Oaxaca, along with 
Guerrero and Chiapas, is one of the three 
poorest states in Mexico; its disparity of 
wealth allows a luxurious, colonial, tourist-
friendly capital to co-exist in the same state 
with villages which have no access to 
electricity or running water, with almost 
three quarters of the population living in 
extreme poverty. 

As the APPO looks at its future as a 
long-term coalition, it is now enlisting the 
collaboration of even more groups: sectors 
of society which did not participate actively 
in the sit-in and who do not consider 
themselves members of the APPO, but who 
share their investment in rebuilding 
Oaxaca.  (One example among hundreds 
of others is the religious order which runs 
our children’s school, who have signed onto 
the new initiative.) 

The coalition, which began as an 
expansion of the teachers’ struggle to a 
much wider one, broadens once again.   
The APPO is rechristening itself as the 
AEPO, the State Assembly of the People’s 
of Oaxaca, evolving from an ad hoc 
collection to an assembly of 
representatives.  Statutes are being drawn 
for a democratic process which looks more 
like the usos y costumbres model than a 
political one.  Explicitly calling for 
“discipline” as its first point of reference, 
they reject vandalism and propose 
nonviolent models of participation as 
Oaxacans begin to rebuild society.  Bishop 
Emeritus of Chiapas Samuel Ruíz has 
come twice to forums in which this direction 
was taken up (the second, on October 12-
13, was co-sponsored by the Social 
Pastoral office of the Archdiocese).  The 
coalition’s success will depend on how it 
integrates these sectors of society which 
can lend themselves easily to long-term, 
nonviolent solutions. 

Here is where we place our hope for 
Oaxaca’s future, our desires for its lasting 
peace.

 

Oaxaca, continued 



 

 

GRAIL DEVELOPMENT FORUM, MARCH 30-APRIL 1, 2007 
~ Maureen Tate ~ 

 
In response to one of the suggestions that emerged from the General Assembly 
discussion of the Strategic Plan, a Development Forum has been scheduled to 
once again pick up the hard work of developing a viable development strategy 
for the U.S. Grail. The Forum will be held at Grailville, Friday, March 30 (6:30 
dinner) through Sunday, April 1 (lunch). 
The purpose of the Forum will be threefold: to learn from past development 
efforts, assess what resources and elements are in place that we can build upon, 
and develop a framework and goals for a development strategy that will help us 
build a sustainable future for our movement as well as our centers. Individual 
members with past and present experience with Grail fundraising as well as 
those with Development expertise have been approached to attend. However, if I 
have missed anyone or if you have an interest and willingness to commit to this 
work for the Grail I would love to hear from you. We have committed funds in the 
2007 budget to support this Forum in order to begin this important work. 
Please contact Maureen Tate if you are interested in participating: 

tatemch@aol.com or (215) 726-8664. 
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INTERNATIONAL GRAIL FAITH MESSAGE 

 
God is the central mystery of our lives, 
creator and life-giver to the whole universe,   
beyond, yet within us, 
our horizon and beyond our horizon, who calls each one by name, 
who is with us always and all ways. 

 
The Grail is an international movement of women, rooted in Christian faith.  In the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Grail women have seen revealed the 
compassionate heart and unfailing love of God.  This revelation carries with it a call to 
make real in our own lives the same compassion and love. 
 
At this time of our history we also find some among us who are deeply touched by the 
Mystery in other ways. When we live and work together, we know through our day-to-
day experience that we do stand together on common ground. But when we try to 
express this sharing in words, we sometimes feel confused. We place our trust in the 
Spirit and the Spirit help us see that our common ground is likewise a common path, 
that all of us are journeying toward the healing and wholeness of ourselves and our 
world.  
 
Through our Grail life we have often received great spiritual riches. But our personal 
lives and our life in community have also brought us moments of anger and frustration, 
confusion and loneliness, darkness and dry seasons. These are painful tests of our 
faith, yet we believe that, in spite of all, the desert will finally flower. 
 
Our faith move us to celebrate: We can give thanks for all we have received, we can 
sing and drum and dance, praise and rejoice, laugh and shout and play together, in 
countless languages and forms. 
 
We bring our faith to a world which is becoming a global village: 

- a village with a great variety of cultures, traditions and expressions, cultures 
which enrich and challenge us as well as limit and dominate us; 

- a village confronted by the powerful forces of science and technology and by 
unjust economic, social and political structures. 

 
As Grail communities we are rooted in local cultures. Together as women we want to 
use our collective talents and energy to transform the whole global village into a place 
where each person and culture will grow and enrich the others. 
 
We heed the cry of people everywhere, longing for freedom, dignity and justice. We are 
called to action in a world where people struggle to put bread on the table and to fill their 
jugs with water; where women try to take their own lives in hand; where all dream of a 
hope-filled future for every child. The challenge of the Gospel message of liberation 
becomes real for us in many struggles. 
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In each place our actions take different forms.  But we believe that in the pain of every 
effort to bring about change new life is breaking though. Our hope in the transformation 
of the global village and of the whole creation is strengthened by the conviction that 
terror, poverty and oppression will not have the last word. We rely on God’s promise: 
‘Behold I make all things new’. 
 
We are a faith community of women.  Just as the crystal reflects light in a multitude of 
radiant colors, our belief reflects the different experiences and expressions of faith 
among us. 
 
We see the richness of our diversity even as we struggle to understand it better. But 
who can limit the sparking rays once the sun has touched the crystal? 
 
We are learning that we are nourished and challenged by different well-springs: 

- the magnificence of the cosmos: God alive in every star, in every person,  in 
every blade of grass; 

- a deep and personal relationship with Jesus Christ; 
- the Bible as we read it with women’s eyes; 
- the church as it is becoming a community of believers; 
- the strength and hope of those who struggle of justice; 
- new symbols and rituals that help us celebrate the experiences of our daily lives. 

 
Indeed, we see God revealed in many ways in our world. Often we simply remain quiet 
before the Mystery, knowing that there is ‘nothing so much like God as silence’. 
 
We share the hope that the Spirit will guide us step by step to understand one another. 
We support one another’s searching and discoveries, rejoicing in the radiant colors 
which the one light evokes from the crystal.  
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SPIRITUAL JOURNEY IN THE GRAIL: INDIVIDUAL OR COMMUNAL? 
~ Lynn Malley ~ 

 
We began as a Catholic movement with a cohesive faith-based identity by which we and the 
world knew us.  As we became more diverse in our understanding and practice of 
Spirituality, we still affirmed Religious Search as the essential element of the Grail vision in 
our national and international documents.  In the past 20-30 years, our collective spiritual 
work has been to affirm the “rightness” of each member’s personal spiritual journey, and to 
deepen our understanding of our own and each other’s particular path.  As our diversity has 
grown, fragmentation and a reluctance to say how we express ourselves as a spiritually 
motivated movement have grown also. 
 

Has our diversity made it so difficult to converse with each other, pray together, and receive 
mutual nourishment that this area has become too complex to deal with? 
 

Can we still depend on each other to witness to Spirituality as the source for our work in 
Justice and Peace, as the calling of our Movement?  In speaking with members around the 
country, some say they no longer look to the Grail to deepen in Spirituality.  They are 
involved instead with their local churches or other groups.  Others have banded together in 
affinity groups (like the Catholic Caucus) for their spiritual support.  Many have said that if 
Spirituality is NOT at the basis of our movement, they no longer have a reason to belong! 
 

So, at this critical moment of our evolution, we must ask ourselves: is it enough for us to 
continue as a movement which supports diverse, but individual paths of religious search?  
Or has the time come for us to commit ourselves to the work of finding a collective 
expression of our religious plurality?  The difference is immense and far reaching. 
 

If we chose the latter, it clearly defines Religious Search/Spirituality as the reason for our 
existence and that being a participant in the Grail is a commitment to this reality.  It means 
that living within a theologically and religiously diverse community IS SPIRITUALITY if we 
take it on seriously, are willing to be impacted by each other and don’t leave one or more 
members in an isolated position because of their beliefs or practices.  It means that the work 
of this commitment is to deepen in understanding, theologizing, articulating, practicing the 
ways in which a diverse spiritual community can journey together.  It means giving to 
ourselves and the world a coherent identity which can energize and inspire each other and 
those with whom we come into contact. 
 

At this time of horrific and numbing crisis in the world, when we are teetering on the brink of 
what all sides claim as their “Holy War,” the Grail has something totally unique and needed 
by the world.  There is a desperate need for an alternative; for a group willing to embrace as 
a communal spiritual journey, the difficult and wrenching work of deeply respecting each 
others’ faith while exploring together, in peace, how this diversity enriches all. 
 

The GA Planning Team needs you to respond to the questions posed here within the next 3 
months in order to plan meaningful prayer times and rituals.  Please respond through 
Gumbo, the Networker, the Listserv or in person with one of the GA Planners.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT OUR GRAIL SPIRITUALITY 
 
This is the first stage in an ongoing work to enable us to better understand the commonality 
within our Grail spiritual diversity. We really appreciate the hard work, caring, and honesty 
that went into the large number of responses we received. They represent a wide spectrum 
of traditions, age ranges, and geographic regions. 

 
SUMMARIES OF RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS 
ABOUT OUR GRAIL SPIRITUALITY DIVERSITY 

 
1A. WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE GRAIL? 

Women, often the influence of one particular woman—strong, living with intentionality, of 
diverse cultures and nations, committed to the empowerment of women and working for 
social justice – were among the most noted reasons that people were attracted to the Grail.  
Being part of a lay person’s movement whose goal was to change the world was an 
important attraction.  The intellectual environment, experiences of community, involvement 
in music and the arts, ecological awareness were also noted strongly.   

A search for God and the centrality of spirituality including feminist spirituality and theology 
have been attractive, and experiences of radical Catholicism and “imaging a new heaven 
and a new earth” were mentioned.  Liturgical celebrations at Centers were important as was 
a simple way of life with few possessions or distractions.  

The diversity – religious and cultural – was an attractive force, as were a network of women, 
living lives of love, justice and compassion in spite of differing world views and culture.  
Specific programs mentioned were the Year’s School at Grailville, SAG, Professional 
Women’s Group, Women of Vision Program, and Gateway in Detroit.  Missionary work and 
the possibility of living a dedicated life were there. 

 
1B. WHY ARE YOU STILL A MEMBER? 

Life-changing values developed in the Grail and life-long enriching friendships and solidarity 
with like minded women are most often mentioned as reasons for remaining a Grail 
member. Personal appreciation of love, gratitude and support that one receives from others, 
working with others, having made and remaining loyal to a nucleus commitment inspires 
others, as does the Grail Vision Statement and action.  Being able to continue a life of 
service to other people is expressed in, “There are still things we can do.”  

Commitment to ecology, communal experience of meditation, ritual, liturgy and prayer are 
important reasons for staying in the Grail.  Being part of a lay movement which is not static 
but is a constant revelation calling for new responses is important; being in the Grail means 
exposure to the “cutting edge.”  Social justice and consciousness and peace work, the 
“spiritual quest”, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and our continuing commitment to the 
empowerment of women, and the effort to hold together across religious and cultural 
diversity are important for some. 

 
1C. WHAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE OF HOW GRAIL WOMEN TREAT EACH OTHER?  DO WE SHOW LOVE 

AND ACCEPTANCE FOR ONE ANOTHER?
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The majority of people responded that in general Grail members treat each other with 
love, acceptance and understanding most of the time.  We are a group of women 
committed to working things out and with a growing acceptance of differences and 
diversity.  There is mention of human frailty with its resulting successes and failures in 
hard-won practices of faith and expression. 
Others noted that people with dominating views do not accept others, and that some 
show an arrogance which makes the other feel inconsequential when expressing differing 
views.  At times we “judge each other harshly and run roughshod over each other.”  
Someone mentioned an “inner circle,” and that intellectual, well-educated women seem 
separate from others.  One person said we do not have enough honesty.  Another talked 
of being “shunned” because she was not considered “smart or nice enough.”  Another 
mentioned reverse racism which is condescension toward women of color.  Some felt 
accepted only when they agreed with another’s political, social and religious views.  One 
person said that another Grail woman had saved her life. 
Someone said, “Grail women, embedded in the human condition as we are, fail to show 
love and acceptance for one another as do members of a family from time to time.”  Many 
say we are here for each other, but others claim that our expectations for each other are 
unrealistic. 

 
2. A YEAR AGO, LYNN MALLEY WROTE IN GUMBO, “…AT THIS CRITICAL MOMENT OF OUR EVOLUTION, 

WE MUST ASK OURSELVES: IS IT ENOUGH FOR US TO CONTINUE AS A MOVEMENT WHICH 
SUPPORTS DIVERSE, BUT INDIVIDUAL PATHS OF RELIGIOUS SEARCH?   OR HAS THE TIME COME 
FOR US TO COMMIT OURSELVES TO THE WORK OF FINDING A COLLECTIVE EXPRESSION OF OUR 
RELIGIOUS PLURALITY?” 
 

IN YOUR MIND IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY?  IF SO, WHAT IS IT? 
 

Almost everyone said that there is a difference between religion and spirituality.  Religion 
was seen to be an institutional formal system of dogma and theology, a system one is 
born into or accepts in faith, a cultural expression conditioned by history and culture, an 
exterior expression of spirituality.  Some think religion is your chosen path to spirituality. 
Spirituality was seen to be broader and deeper, allowing for growth and change, “an inner 
experience and breathing of God flowing outward”, living by one’s lights, the inner 
relationship with God and others.  One person said spirituality becomes alive in religious 
practice.  Others say that spirituality is my relationship with the mysterious unknown, has 
to do with personal belief more than a group expression of spiritual truth; however they 
need each other. 

 
3. WE HAVE BECOME A COMMUNITY OF DIVERSE SPIRITUAL PATHS. 
3A. WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU HAVE GAINED IN THIS PROCESS? 

 

By being active in a movement of diverse spiritual paths, most members feel they have 
gained much – greater understanding, new learnings, sisterhood, tolerance, and respect 
for others.  One feels that it has challenged and nourished her Christian life. 
They also expressed gaining a richness, a deepening and expanding of their own faith – 
a breaking out of set ways of thought, thus making us better able to relate to the larger 
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world and God’s presence in the world.  One member said that she had gained a forum 
where she feels comfortable talking about the paths she has traveled and the changes 
she has made in her understanding, belief, and expression of her spiritual journey. 
The unity across all religions, and the use of many universal symbols shows us the 
oneness of all faiths.  Experiencing the richness of diversity strengthens us to live in the 
reality of the world vs. surrounding ourselves with like-minded people for the security of 
being right. 
 

3B. WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU HAVE LOST IN THIS PROCESS? 
The majority of respondents feel that they have lost “nothing” as the Grail has become a 
diverse community.   
Of those that have felt loss, one remarked that she is uncomfortable with change.  
Several members expressed such losses as not knowing what they really share with their 
Grail sisters, an unspoken understanding that occurs in a family who have experienced a 
particular heritage, a sense of belonging, a feeling of cohesion, Catholicism as a guide for 
my own spiritual search, ability to participate in parish life and rituals, an “at-homeness – 
a free Grail spirit within Catholicism” and “an innocent enthusiasm for Catholic and 
Christian traditions and truths so compelling in the ‘50’s.” 
Closely related losses expressed were a core identity as a movement of Catholic women 
who held defined beliefs, the practices that nourished and gave energy to faith life, 
wonderful music, liturgical celebrations and familiar rituals; we lack a rich expression of 
where we are together.  Other losses expressed were the comfort level of being 
absolutely right, complacency about my Western, North American way of viewing 
Christianity, and the security and comfort that comes from homogeneity.  One member 
expressed missing the dialectic used in past years for decision making, i.e. prayer 
followed by reflection followed by action.  One member stated that the Grail is not my 
central community of worship/work.  Another said, “We lost the practices that nourished 
and gave life to faith.” 

 
3C. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR CHALLENGES WE ARE FACING IN OUR DIVERSITY? 

Several respondents stated that listening in depth to each other vs. remaining at a 
superficial level in our relationships, is a major challenge we are facing in our diversity.  
So is the practice of making erroneous assumptions about each other. 
Closely related challenges are experienced in carrying out communal work, coming from 
different perspectives.  It is difficult to experience deep spiritual exploration together, 
since our perceptions of spiritual reality are so varied and the language used to speak of 
our spiritual realities and religious experiences is also quite varied and sometimes 
confusing.   Openness to each other’s style of worship is mentioned and the difficulty of 
crossing boundaries without weakening our own belief. 
One member pointed out the importance of “being well schooled in the meaning and 
practice of other traditions before we can truly pray them.”  Another member observed 
that the way the media portrays religions as being far right or fundamentalist makes 
discussion among ourselves and understanding more difficult.  Allowing for the different 
and new among ourselves and others, the work of being able to face and accept the
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otherness of the other, and fear of having our own viewpoints challenged are also seen 
as major challenges to our diversity. 
Some members feel we are challenged in our diversity when integrating different faiths 
into celebrations of major holidays, when considering the pros and cons of having women 
presiders only and at all times, when sharing liturgy and history, in working towards a 
communal “whole hearted loving drive towards truth and unity,” when making spirituality 
more important than religion,” and when finding a way to pray and worship together that 
is authentic and life giving.  Some feel the need for spiritual nurturing. 
Closely related challenges expressed were maintaining ties with the traditional Church, 
how to maintain groundedness in Christian faith and Eucharistic community, the 
temptation to come down on one side or the other of spiritual vs. political transformation, 
and the possibility of becoming shallow.  One said, “We need a new driving force to help 
us change the world.”  Finally, some of our members feel the web of connection is difficult 
due to geographic and financial limitations. 

 
4. WHAT DO YOU SEE AS SOME COMMON ELEMENTS IN OUR SPIRITUALITY IN THE GRAIL NOW? 

We have discovered that there is a diversity of perception of what elements we hold in 
common in the Grail now.  The search for peace and justice is a strong common element, 
with a desire to express our spirituality through concrete works of peace and justice.  
Many feel that our international perspective is important. 
That we have reverence for the earth and all creation inspires many of us.  There is an 
affirmation of the Spirit of God alive on the earth.  Some express a sacramental 
attentiveness to the presence of the Spirit in all creation. 
An awareness of the value of each person, an awareness of the sacred in all people, 
sensitivity to a need for healing, and compassion for the suffering of others comes up 
often. 
There is a desire for communal rituals.  Our rituals in general have a form, readings, 
songs, individual movement or participation, commentaries, and reflection time.  There is 
a use of symbol and metaphor such as earth, water, poetry, and song.  There is an 
element of celebration. 
We have a concern about the care of and for women.  The feminist perspective is 
included in a desire to find woman’s voice expressing the sacred, an affirmation of the 
significance of Women’s Spirituality in the world, and use of inclusive language. 
Some mention our Christian background, others emphasize the humility it takes to 
attempt to remove Western/Christian bias as a starting point in discovery.  There is a 
value in the message of the sermon on the mount.  Some see God as revealed to us as 
mystery by Christ who is alive now.  Scripture can be unfolded in the liturgical seasons. 
Others see us as modern religious seekers, absorbing various viewpoints in our own 
traditions.  We note a respect for all genuine religious experiences and the importance of 
continued spiritual search/growth. 
There is a desire to acknowledge the sacred and the sense of a Higher Being.  Some see 
a need for a larger framework for religion such as a Cosmic Dimension.  Days of
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discussion and discernment about ways of worship are noted.  Practices of inwardness 
open our hearts to gratitude for life as it is in the present.  There is a belief in the 
possibility of transformation.  For the most part, we hold our faith statement in common. 
The value of community and our call to radical love are mentioned, as is the importance 
of interdependence (partnership vs. dominance), and willingness to nurture depth in 
ourselves and in each other. 

 
4A. DO YOU BELIEVE THERE ARE ELEMENTS IN COMMON AMONG GRAIL MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT 

TRADITIONS?  IF SO, PLEASE NAME SOME. 
Grail women, in examining common elements among members of different traditions, 
mentioned many of the same ideas as the above.  The emphasis here is focused on what 
is common in our diversity, and how we would like to see these elements celebrated in 
the communal expression of our spirituality. 
Although some members are not in touch with faith traditions other than their own, and 
other members simply noted that there is much in common among Grail members of 
different traditions, many people see the search for a way or spiritual path as the most 
unifying element in our diversity.  Some express a wish for greater centering and deeper 
conviction.  Some see that the Grail Myth can be integrated into all traditions.  Love of 
music appeared often. 
The concept of acceptance of mystery characterizes many faith traditions as does prayer 
itself.  An appreciation of silence, song, and chant encompass all.  Some express 
seeking unity with the Source as common to us all.  Becoming more familiar with the 
correlation of Jesus’ words with those expressed in all major religious traditions can help 
in dealing with our diversity. 
Concern for justice and peace transcends the different traditions.  Some point out that 
various groups share “a faith that does justice,” are concerned with increasing tolerance 
and respect for different living styles, and foster equality of women in all spheres of life. 
Expressions of love and reconciliation penetrate all traditions.  Forgiveness and 
compassion are essential to any spiritual journey.  Reverence for all stages of life can 
include prayer for the sick, suffering, and dying, and connection among us with those who 
have gone before. 
Some see nature as a vessel of the Holy.  Awareness of the sacredness of all creation 
inspires the work of saving our planet.  Ritual connected with nature is natural to 
traditions represented in the Grail. 
An acceptance of personal experience and willingness to nurture depth in ourselves and 
each other, supports an effort toward mutual understanding and transformation of self 
and society. 

 
4B. IF THERE ARE COMMON ELEMENTS, HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THEM CELEBRATED IN THE 

COMMUNAL EXPRESSION OF OUR SPIRITUALITY? 
As far as celebrating the elements common to diverse traditions, prayer, silence and 
meditation are mentioned most.
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Ritual celebrations and retreats using universal symbols are important.  Celebrations can 
involve music, movement and dance, art, poetry, imagery.  Trans-religious rituals could 
be developed.  Rituals can be based on such themes as “Training for Transformation,” 
the Grail myth, forgiveness and compassion (possibly using music and psalms that 
express this), the great mother/father, union of opposites, the splendor of creation, and 
deep reverence for, celebration of and care of our bodies through which spirituality is 
expressed.   
Some call for communal expression that includes: unity, internationality, strength as a 
group, something that has music, good readings, passing a cup or breaking bread, and 
gratitude for each other, our creator, and for evolution to this day.  One person suggested 
celebrating Jesus as a guru, healer, and prophet. 
Communal forms of celebration are difficult, but can lead to individual search for what is 
absolutely essential vs. custom, habit, or nostalgia.  Some say whatever there is should 
be brief and simple.  A few mentioned the GA 2003 rituals as good examples.  One 
asked to develop a Eucharistic ritual as a banquet. 
Among some, there is an uncertainty expressed about how to celebrate elements 
common to our diversity.  One member pointed out that this will take careful thinking in 
each situation – a commitment to trying new things – discarding what doesn’t work.  She 
said that these efforts would be a genuine “new” work for the Grail. 

 
4C. DO YOU SEE OTHER WAYS, BESIDES RITUAL CELEBRATION, THROUGH WHICH THE GRAIL CAN 

EXPRESS A COMMUNAL SPIRITUALITY? 
Working together on different social issues including responding to issues of justice and 
peace, experiencing international reality, raising awareness that the USA isn’t all there is 
are mentioned frequently.  We can express ourselves with overt positions known as Grail, 
on racism, gender, economic positions, and reverence for the earth (communal 
gardening is an example). 
Some note that we express our spirituality in how we treat each other, in sharing deep 
interest and concern for each other and the people of the world.  We make our beliefs 
present in dialogue with other women today. 
Art, music, moving to music, drama, poetry, writing on common themes and sharing the 
writing can be used.  Dramatic telling of the Grail myth is suggested, as well as study 
circles and book discussions.  We could do seminars to share current passions by a 
variety of Grail people.  Parties and fun, celebrating joyfully with other traditions, and 
being aware of diversity in all we do are suggested. 
Some cannot think of ways to express our diverse spirituality at this time.  Others find it 
difficult because they see many in the Grail still strongly connected with religion, but 
walking the labyrinth, observing solstice and New Year’s and other holiday celebrations 
are suggested by others.  A few people suggested consulting the Unitarian principles 
which flow from embracing a multi-faith community for many years. 
We could identify daily practices that bring people to a sense of the invisible reality 
inherent in the visible.  Maybe we could agree upon a few of these practices.  We can 
share the support of members who are sick and dying and work to find expressions of 
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forgiveness and compassion.  We can continue to celebrate Grail values in prayer, 
meditation, reflection and action.  There is a need expressed for a time to just be vs. 
doing all day. 

 
5. TELL US, AS BEST YOU CAN, THE SOURCE OF THE LIFE AND GROWTH OF YOUR SPIRIT. 

For our Grail members, the following are mentioned as the source of the life and growth 
of their spirit: the Grail, corporate worship, forms of meditation, music as a healing and 
peace building experience, sending healing energy, participating in Bible/spiritual book 
discussion groups, family/friends/colleagues, “my parish,” and centering prayer.  
Personal activities like creating workshops, celebrations, rituals and liturgies, peace and 
justice and other meaningful work, communing with nature, are also spirit enriching 
sources.  Grail retreats, life’s experiences, Grail influence from the fifties, and attending 
meaningful celebrations are mentioned. 
Other life-giving experiences include growth through suffering and love; attentiveness to 
my body and its wisdom; grace mediated through other people such as Grail women, 
nature and the world; discovering universal patterns of personal, spiritual transformation, 
certain Goddess/women ceremonies from the earth religions, American Indians, Sufi 
dances, Yoga, the miraculous and the reality of Guardian Angels, Celtic heritage, yoga, 
William Blake, therapy/spiritual development with the Human Potential Development, and 
living out connections between Jungian psychology and spiritual life. 
Buddhist practice, Women’s Ordination Conference, Call to Action, Catholic Grail 
Caucus, self-discipline, realizing that God loves me, that God is the source of life and 
growth of the whole cosmos are some of our sources. 
Finally, we are inspired by the courage of those who speak out over and over and do it 
well. 

 
6. ARE YOU PRESENTLY INVOLVED IN ANY RELIGIOUS OR SPIRITUAL GROUP? 

With the exception of a few respondents, Grail women are involved in a wide variety of 
organized religious and/or meaningful spiritual groups. 
These include Catholic parishes, Protestant churches, Sufism, Quakerism, Unitarianism, 
the Unity Church, Yoga, in-home prayer/meditation groups, and Grail groups.  Many 
members also belong to spiritual groups such as Call to Action, Pax Christi, the Twelve 
Step Program, Association of Pittsburgh Priests, Association of Iowa Cistercians, Pilgrim 
Place, Contemplative Outreach, Wicca, Precious Blood Companions, Drumming, Sacred 
Circle, Zen Meditation Groups, Human Potential Development, the New York Politics and 
Spirituality Group, and visiting Trappist monasteries for Eucharist and retreats.  One 
member considers each group in her day-to-day life as a spiritual group. 

 
7. HAVE YOU EVER HAD AN IN-DEPTH EXCHANGE WITH SOMEONE WHOSE SPIRITUALITY YOU FELT 

WAS DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT FROM YOUR OWN? 
An overwhelming majority of those who responded have had an in-depth exchange with 
someone whose spirituality was different from theirs.  Just a few felt they didn’t have 
much opportunity, and a few others that it was too risky.
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7A. HOW DID THAT MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT THE PERSON? 

There was a wide variety of feelings expressed – fine, amazed, enriched, interested - 
“maybe I’ll explore it!”  

Gratitude for the sharing,  
Initially strange but wanted to know and understand more, 
Admiration for the other’s search, 
A sense of sadness for the other’s fundamentalism, 
Sometimes angry that they aren’t hearing me… “I felt judged.” 
Some learned from and felt connected to the other. 
Challenged to explain my own Christian life using a non-Christian vocabulary, 
At times, sharing was hampered by a person’s inability to dialogue outside her own 

viewpoint, 
Depended on whether one was facing arrogance or simple sharing 
Communication depended on the tone and mutual respect. 

 
7B. DID IT INFLUENCE YOUR SPIRITUALITY IN ANY WAY? 

For most people, interactions were positive –deepening one’s own faith, and opening 
toward unity with other spiritual traditions.  Recognition that one’s faith is subjective, and 
opens one to question faith history was mentioned.  On the other hand, someone else 
was made aware of the privilege of Christianity and belief in a caring God. 
Influences expressed were: it broadened my horizon, made me feel vulnerable, made me 
more tolerant, made me read, listen, work harder at learning, made me want to work 
harder for social justice.  It caused some confusion and some motivation to probe the 
depths of my own spirituality for one.  For another, it created a desire to choose a 
different path.  “Surely it enhanced my openness to ever greater possibilities as one 
strives for spiritual growth and it fostered a deeper sense of awe before the Allness of 
God.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SPIRITUALITY TEAM THAT ARE STILL NEEDED TODAY 

1. We ask for a sharing of information about spirituality and spiritual practices (could be sent 
to Gumbo).Can you share your personal or Grail spiritual practice? 

2. We are looking for resource people who can travel to different parts of the country to 
facilitate retreats and workshops about practices leading to deepening spirituality. 

3. We invite people of different spiritual traditions to share what in their tradition calls them 
to be a better person, what in their tradition brings them in touch with the Holy. Who is a 
holy person in your tradition? Tell us about her/him. (Could be sent to Gumbo). 

4. We invite a sharing of resources on topics related to spirituality (book reviews, tapes, 
videos, recommendations, etc.) in Gumbo. 

You can send messages or materials to Mary Gene Devlin, and she'll forward if you like or 
send directly to Gumbo. 


