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WHAT THE GRAIL NEEDS NOW 
DECISIONS, DECISIONS, DECISIONS 

~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 
 

Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, 
The chance to draw back, always ineffectiveness, 

Concerning all acts of initiative (and creation). 
The moment one definitely commits oneself, 

Then Providence moves, too. 
A whole stream of events issues from the decision. 

 
Whatever you can do or dream you can, 

Begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. 

Begin it now. 
 

-W.H.Murray, 
The Scottish Himalayan Expedition 

Usually attributed to Goethe 
 
 

As the GAP (General Assembly 
Planning) team worked through our 
agenda during the weekend of March 
11-13, we came to the realization that 
this responsibility of decision making, of 
commitment, is our theme. The 
endpoint of our planning will be the far-
reaching set of decisions that need to 
be made at the extraordinary GA, 
October 27-30, 2005. 

At the meeting of GAP members, 
Judy Alves, Mary Gene Devlin, Claudia 
Gras, Cherie Holman, Laura Kaplan, 
Elizabeth McGivney, Jada Semidey, 
Jean Wilson with NLT rep Lynn Malley 
wrote the script for the Regional 
meetings to be held around the country 
this spring.  Soon it will be time for the 
meetings to play themselves out. 

Last fall, the Spirituality Team 
started work on the ritual to set the 
stage for the meetings.  The GAP team 
studied this and finalized the version we 
will use.  This ritual, and a short 
brainstorm session following it, will 
hopefully ground participants in a 
feeling of calm attentiveness from which 
to work through the very full agenda. 
This is no small task we have.  The 
future of the Grail in the United States 
depends on it. 

The agenda includes the Mission 
Statement, the Strategic Plans, 
Membership levels, the Financial 
Report and the Sale of Land, the 
Structure and election of a third NLT 
member, Proposals, and other practical 
preparations for the GA. 
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Having said that, the NLT and the GAP 

team invite you once again to do whatever 
you can to attend one of these Regional 
Meetings.  Below is the list that appeared in 
the National Grail News.  The phone and 
email of the contact person hosting the 
meeting are included.  People from near 
and far are encouraged to get in touch with 
one of these women. 

Gumbo for the next three 
months will include minutes from 
the meetings of the previous month, 
so we can start thinking together as 
we move towards the GA.  We also 
encourage you to use the GA 
Listserve to broaden the discussion: 
ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org  

 
April 2 Cincinnati-Dayton, at Grailville in Bene 
 Alice Dougan: (513) 221-3684; adougan@fuse.net  
April 16 Louisiana/Florida, in Lafayette at Una’s home 
 Una Hargrave: (337 235-9804; UnaHarg@aol.com  
May 14 NJ / PA, in Princeton at Debra’s home 
 Debra Lambo: (609) 252-1543; deblam52@aol.com  
May 14 New York Region, at the Bronx Grail House 
 Emily Thomas: (347) 262-6466; thomas@igc.org  
 Bronx Grail House: (718) 665-0271; bronxgrail@juno.com  
May 21 Boston 
 Anne Hurley: (781) 729-0706; gracegiven@110.net  
May 21 or New Mexico / Colorado 
  June 18  Mimi Power: (505) 861-3440; Mpower2494@aol.com  
June 3 Northwest, in Seattle at Cherie’s home 
 Cherie Holman: (425) 827-7663; cherieholman@comcast.net
June 5 Northern CA in San Jose at the Grail Family Services center 
 Duanne Welsch: (510) 655-1524; duannew@juno.com
 Nancy Traer: (510) 527-2302; ntraer@yahoo.com
June 7 Southern CA at Pilgrim Place 
 Audrey Sorrento: (909) 621-5375; audreysorrento@aol.com  
June 18 WI /Chicago / MI, in Oak Park at Mary’s home 
 Mary Heidkamp: (708) 386-8414; heidkampml@aol.com
 Vivian Corres: (414) 319-0777; vcorres@wi.rr.com  

 

 

TAKE PART IN THE GLOBAL WEEK OF ACTION ON TRADE 
APRIL 10-16, 2005 

 

Hundreds of events are already planned in 70 countries. 
Go to: www.april2005.org for a listing of the events planned in your area. 

If you do not have a computer, ask someone who does to check the website. 
 

Social movements, mass organizations, religious groups, trade unions, 
environmental, farmers and women’s groups all over the world 

are organizing events for the week. 
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HEALTH CARE IN COLUMBIA 
~ Marguerite Coyle ~ 

 
Present at the CUT meeting (Congress of 

Women Workers) were health care workers, 
two of whom spoke to a small group of us.  One 
of the women, a public psychologist, has 
worked in her hospital for 18 years.  The 
women are dedicated to keeping their hospitals 
open, yet their accounts were discouraging – 
health care in Colombia appears to be a perk of 
the affluent or the connected.  

They told us that health care underwent a 
radical change in 1994, when Law 100 went 
into effect.  Law 100 decreed that within six 
years, all in Colombia would have access to 
health care.  In reality, as with other 
contradictions in Colombia, “it hasn’t 
happened,” the psychologist said. 

The poor constitute the most vulnerable 
population because they have limited access to 
public hospitals.  These are closing because 
they do not receive enough support from the 
State, and therefore, accumulate debts because 
the poor can’t pay.  Formerly state-owned 
companies are being sold, to become privately 
owned.  The unemployed – of which there are a 
great number – do not have health care. 

The psychologist gave us an example of the 
problems faced by the hospitals:  A patient is 
placed in the ICU, which costs 6 million pesos a 
day.  The State will reimburse 5 million pesos to 
the hospital.  Because of the shortfall, the 
hospital is perceived as not being profitable.  
The government now wants to turn over the 
running of the hospitals to transnational 
corporations, saying salaries and benefits are 
too high.  (A health worker specialist earns 
about $1,000 a month, considerably higher than 
ordinary Colombian laborers, 67 percent of 
whom make less than $2.00 a day.) 

The psychologist also spoke of unions. “We 
are a part of different unions.  We have united 
against the privatization of the hospitals and for 
the rights of healthcare workers.  The number of 
workers in unions is now reduced; workers are 
targeted because of the kinds of contracts 
unions demand:  benefits and good salaries.  
Union workers are blacklisted, and there are 
more opportunities to be hired if you don’t 

belong to a union.  Many now work under 
temporary contracts of 30, 60 or 90 days, with 
no benefits.  This is beneficial to the 
employers. 

“We belong to an international union of 
hospital clinic health workers.  Unions are in a 
situation to fight for rights – fighting to NOT 
close public hospitals.”  Colombian unions are 
persecuted because they struggle to defend 
care for the entire population.  “It is unsafe to 
denounce the government.  Workers are fired 
because of union activities.  480 women have 
been displaced and 120 murdered, some in 
other countries.” 

They said the earlier public healthcare 
system was sustained by public support, but 
after the passage of Law 100, health care 
became a business.  There are two systems to 
pay into – one for private employers and one 
for the State.  State money now goes through 
private companies, intermediaries who are 
supposed to redistribute the funds to the 
hospitals. But none of these funds trickle down 
to the public hospitals, and 28 million people 
are not covered, we were told.  Private 
hospitals are for those who can pay. 

One unfortunate result is that preventive 
health care has been shelved.  Diseases 
thought to have been eradicated – chicken 
pox, yellow fever – are coming back.  Patients 
have to apply to the State to obtain medicines.  
The process is long and people become sicker 
while waiting. 

Another of the problems facing the 
hospitals, we were told, is that the 
paramilitaries infiltrate the companies that act 
as intermediaries in the distribution of funds.  
Thus, they are in a position to appoint heads of 
hospitals and order them to contract with 
certain groups.  They exert a military presence 
in the hospitals as well, and, according to the 
health workers, neither they nor the 
government respects the objective of the care 
givers, which is to render treatment.   

“Our mission, our ethic is that we don’t 
reject anyone,” they said, noting that 
paramilitary fighters and guerrillas alike are 
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admitted for care, as are the poor.  The 
frustration of these dedicated women was 
clearly evident:  “People receive emergency 
treatment – no one pays for it.  The hospital in 

Cartagena – closed.  Private hospitals accept 
only those who can pay.  There is much 
unemployment.  Government has no concern 
for the health of the workers.”

 
 
 

THE GRAIL AT THE UN 
~ Teresa Wilson ~ 

 
The Grail was present at the Commission on 

the Status of Women's annual March meeting 
for the Beijing + 10 overview. We joined 1800 
government delegates from 165 member 
states of the UN, and 2,600 NGO organization 
representatives. Although only 45 countries 
officially sit on the commission, this 30th year 
of the Women's Conferences (Copenhagen, 
Mexico, Nairobi and Beijing) attracted some 80 
Ministers.  

Meetings held in the General Assembly 
were to the detriment of the NGO population 
because only two passes were available each 
ECOSOC organization. We had access neither 
to the delegates nor to the documents. So the 
proceedings were very different from previous 
years where lobbying and strategizing for 
strengthening the government documents were 
principle activities. 

When the United States pre-empted the 
process with its demand for an amendment to 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action 
(agreed to ten years ago), they lost the support 
of all other delegates who came to affirm the 
Four World Conferences on Women, 
(Copenhagen, Mexico City, Nairobi, and 
Beijing). They argued the US position on 
abortion (finally withdrawing their motion a 
week later when no other government 
supported them), and losing credibility – but -- 
the Commission lost a full week of forward 
action on women's issues.  

Marita Estor, of Germany, Margarida 
(Guida) Santos of Portugal and I shared an 
apartment near the UN and met other Grail 
representatives often in meetings and at the 
UN cafeteria. Winnie Nyonyozi from Uganda 
was an active participant along with almost 
twenty of us from the US. 

The UN did its best to cope with the 
overload, adding an extra tent dining room and 

walls in the major halls to create meeting 
spaces. The 12 floors of meeting space at the 
Church Center just a cross the street was fully 
booked. Meetings often had women sitting on 
window sills and the floor as women shared 
information, experience and demands for 
gender rights. A "Global Call for Action Against 
Poverty" was launched by a feminist coalition. 
Goals include the achievement, and 
exceeding, of the Millennium Development 
Goals. See http://www.whiteband.org.  Women 
asked that the Beijing Platform for Action, 
CEDAW, and Security Council Resolution 1325 
be considered as essential to accomplish the 
last 30 years’ efforts for women at the UN. 

Women at the UN celebrated International 
Women's Day and marched for Peace (in a 
blizzard) and networked and strengthened 
each other to continue the struggle. 
Resolutions on the economic development of 
women and trafficking of women were 
controversial, but women take courage in the 
ever broadening public knowledge and 
increased demand for change that these 
issues raise. 

For additional information see 
www.awid.org. Carol Barton, organizer of 
Women's International Coalition for Economic 
Justice gave all of us Grail, and a much wider 
group, ongoing information and analysis. We 
are grateful. cbarton@nyc.rr.com

Continued effort for women's issues is 
crucial to "keep gender from following 
environment off the UN’s agenda". The link 
caucus (umbrella for the NGO's) signed a 
request to Kofi Annan, who is now announcing 
the reconstruction of the UN to strengthen 
gender policies through UNIFEM, and to fund it 
appropriately.
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ECOVILLAGE PROJECT AT GRAILVILLE 
~ Rose Morin & Bonnie Hendricks ~ 

 
A wide circle of villagers, neighbors and 

Grail members attended the March 19th 
Ecovillage at Grailville Charrette. The 40+ 
participants included:  
• Grail members who have been involved in 

the Village process: Joyce Asfour, Shirley 
Beaupre, Kathy Greenlief, Janet Kalven, 
Mary Lu Lageman, Terry Marshall, Trina 
Paulus, Jean Wilson;  

• Grailville Leadership: Joy France and Mark 
Metcalfe; 

• National Reps: Lynn Malley (NLT); Marian 
April Goering (Centers Quad), Mary Farrell 
(Treasurer); Mary Hughes (finance team); 
Judith Blackburn (Training for Community 
Transformation); 

• Neighbors: Fran Martin and Pat Hill; 
• Grailville residents: Simonetta Romano 

and Sharon Thomson; 
• Approximately 20 non-Grail villagers; 
• A few observers (professional architects / 

first time attendees); 
• And, of course, the coordinating team: 

Bonnie Hendricks, Rose Morin and Beth 
Wasmer, with developer Maureen Wood. 

 
The focus of the charrette was “FINANCING” 

of the Village development.  Leading up to the 
charrette, it became clear that using tax credits 
as the base for financing this project brought 
many questions and concerns: what are we 
compromising for these tax credit dollars?  The 
charrette weekend focused on answering 
questions around the tax credit application 
(that had just been submitted), providing 
accurate information, and discerning whether 
or not to continue in the direction that the 
project was unfolding. 

Background: The National Grail Council 
affirmed going forward with the Ecovillage 
development December 5, 2004, prior to when 
the Ohio tax credit QAP (guidelines for 
qualifying for tax credits) was published 
(December 15). No one anticipated the 
dramatic rule changes, which, for example, 
require us to partner with the Miller-Valentine 
Group, a very large developer in Cincinnati, in 
order to qualify.  

Information Summary: 
• Forty units of affordable housing would be 

built on 5-6 acres; accommodating “market 
rate” villagers, this means a village of 
50ish household; constructing the 
affordable units and the market rate units 
concurrently could minimize infrastructure 
costs and encourage an integrated design. 

• “Affordable" means having an income 
which is 50%-60% of the Clermont County 
median income; this is not the same as 
“low-income”, section 8 housing. 

• The affordable units must remain 
affordable rentals for 30 years; after 15 
years the Grail will own the development 
and can establish a “renters’ equity” 
program for the 2nd 15 years, lack of equity 
being a concern for many of the villagers. 

• Fair Housing Laws must be abided by in 
filling the affordable units ~ research is 
being done into what this means for 
screening and intentional community. 

• Miller-Valentine is a huge corporation – 
their bottom line is profit.  Their self-
interest is getting a “green project” under 
their belt.  We have thirty days to negotiate 
a final contract with Miller-Valentine. All 
contracts are being reviewed by our 
lawyer. If we cannot come to terms, the tax 
credit application is withdrawn with no 
liability to either party. Maureen is not 
wavering in negotiations with Miller-
Valentine to ensure that Grailville receive 
$500,000 of her developer fee. 

• Miller-Valentine will be the “property 
manager” of the 40 units for the first 15 
years. 

• Green-ness: In order to make this project 
as green as possible we will seek U.S. 
Green Building Council LEED certification 
(Leadership in Energy Efficient Design). It 
would be the first tax credit initiative 
nationally to receive LEED certification. 

• The site at Grailville is negotiable in order 
to mitigate noise and traffic levels. 

continued next page 
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• Building Design schematics were drafted 
for the application and will be modified 
MANY times over the course of the highly 
interactive Charrette Process. 

• Land-lease income to Grailville would be 
less if it were received in a lump sum up-
front. Actual land-lease dollar amounts to 
be received over time will be calculated 
based on actual land appraisal values and 
the number of acres selected for the 
development. 

 
And after a day of deep dialogue with the 

Villagers on Saturday, 20 Grail members 
gathered on Sunday to discern whether or not 
to continue down the tax credit path. Despite 
all the questions and concerns, the answer at 
the end of the day was a resounding 'yes’ (with 
one abstention). The following considerations 
weighed heavily in the discussion. 

o Better understanding the costs and 
complications of development and 
infrastructure, code requirements, etc., it 
will be very difficult for the villagers, on 
their own, to get housing built. 

o Going for LEED certification with this 
project could put Grailville ‘on the map’ 
in sustainability, adding to our credibility, 

credentials and resources for becoming 
the training center we want Grailville to 
be. 

o It is difficult to plan for 15 (much less 30) 
years down the road. This project could 
become something far a field from what 
we want (in which case we have the 
option to sell it). On the other had, if the 
oil crisis goes as is predicted, etc., etc., 
people may be flocking to Grailville as a 
haven. Current Grail resources are thin, 
but there are some wonderful [young] 
villager women (who were praying for 
the "yes" vote) that may very well 
become the 'next generation' at 
Grailville. 

 
As Miriam Hill said, "We don't have all the 

answers. Think big. Take the leap". And so we 
are. The journey is far from over ~ the hard-
core negotiations with Miller-Valentine are just 
beginning; in addition, of the 150 tax credit 
applications submitted in Ohio, only about 40 
will be awarded.  We will keep you informed as 
this journey unfolds. The next Ecovillage 
Charrette is April 9, 2005. 

 
 
 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 
 

Thanks this month to Carole Spearin McCauley for her contribution to Spirituality Resources. 
Please send contributions to Anne Hurley: gracegiven@110.net

 
Carole Spearin McCauley recommends two useful books: 
 

GARRY WILLS, “WHY I AM A CATHOLIC”, Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 
A combination of autobiography and defense of papacy as a source of unity, 
instead of infallibility. He believes the papacy has changed over the centuries. 

SHUNRYU SUZUKI, “ZEN MIND, BEGINNER'S MIND”, Weatherhill (NY), 1970, 1994. 
Classic to explain and understand Zen principles -- as much as such can be 
explained in words. 
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~ IN LOVING MEMORY ~ 
REFLECTIONS ON GALE BONHOMME AND MARY IMELDA BUCKLEY 
 
I so enjoyed the memorial messages to Gale Bonhomme and Mary Imelda Buckley. They 

were both most dear friends of mine. 
Gale was a real soul sister to me while I lived in Louisiana, and I saw her during my last trip to 

Louisiana this past May. She was on Dialysis, but always positive. We remembered the many 
wonderful times we had while I lived in Louisiana. We also shared our "sweetness" experiences, 
as Alfred, my husband, and I also have diabetes, but very much under control. So many of my 
dear Grail friends are moving on to the new life, so that I am forced to accept that this life is truly a 
journey and not a destination. 

Mary Imelda brought me the greatest sense of peace and comfort when my daughter Carmela 
died. She sent me a beautiful card with a seagull soaring in the sky, and said "Carmela has gone 
where we are all going, she has just gone a head to prepare a place for us." I look forward to the 
place which Mary Imelda is enhancing for us. I miss both Gale and Mary Imelda, and of course my 
daughter Carmela. Thanks for the beautiful memorials.         ~ Priscilla Rivera Mechana
On the death day of Mary Buckley, Friday Feb. 18. I came home in the evening and felt a 
strong urge to look at my e-mail before doing anything else. I hadn't checked my email for a 
long time and had limited time, so when I opened it, I chose only to look for what I was most 
drawn to. With surprise I saw a message from "Mary Buckley" dated Jan.28, and amazed, I 
read: "Come join the ‘Holiday of All People's Day, a Regional Symposium on Cultural 
Awareness’ in April at the College of New Rochelle, Westchester NY." The second email I 
opened was the National Grail News dated Feb. 18, and there I read: In Loving Memory of 
Mary Imelda Buckley, by Terry Marshall. First I thought Mary had still written the first email 
(Grail women are just amazing to me), but later I checked again and found out it was from 
another Mary Buckley, but what an astonishing coincident! 

Reading about her life from Terry, I realized how important she was in my life: I believe 
strongly that Mary Buckley had a great influence that I was asked to come to Cornwall to help 
Jane O'Donnell with the Conference Center. I went there in March 1975 and stayed for 2 1/2 
yrs. The time at this beautiful Grail Center was very important for me. I loved meeting so many 
remarkable people from all over the world there. 

When Mary Buckley and I where alone we had conversations in German. Theology and 
Philosophy was a big interest of mine and I was very eager to find my own answers on moral 
question growing up in a village of cath. Baveria/Germany. 

One day Mary came to visit and told Jane and me that she was searching for a good place 
for her uncle’s closest companion for years, a German Shepherd. Her uncle had to go to a 
nursing home and Mary had promised him to find a good place for Shannon, the dog. When 
she asked us if she could bring him to Cornwall Jane wasn't so sure, but I loved the idea and 
said I would take care of him. I often felt lonely, but then Shannon became my four-legged 
companion. He would go with us even down to the village church, and wait patiently outside to 
walk back with us. Shannon was great with groups of all ages and became very important to 
the early Cornwall experience. Some stories of him could fit into the book: Animals as 
Teachers & Healers by Susan McElroy.  

On Mary Buckley's Funeral day, Wednesday March 23, I went to my Julian's Cell morning 
meditation group at the Angela Center here in Santa Rosa; at the end I mentioned Mary 
Buckley, and also Grailville in Ohio. Later, at our little breakfast, a woman from the 20 present 
came to me and said that she is from Ohio and she had been many times to Grailville visiting 
a friend who lived there. So, I felt so connected to you at Grailville the day of Mary's 
remembrance. I also thought all these women at the Angela Center are very much like Grail 
women, and I will find out more from Janine who was in Grailville. 

May the message of Easter fill you with much joy and hope!          ~ Hermine Glaser 
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I heard of Mary Imelda's death on the morning that she died from Ruth, who 
called us. We were sad that she had left us but also relieved that she is no 
longer suffering. I have many found memories of her. She use to come to 
Albuquerque on a regular basis to visit Gabriel when she lived here. She 
always came to visit us also. She asked Lena and I to call her Mave and so we 
did. She had a great love for justice and helped many women quietly, both in 
and out of the Grail. The last few times that I visited her she was studying 
Globalization and would talk about it at great length. She had a great mind. 
She hated to be dependent on others for her care and I am glad that she is 
now released from this burden. Elizabeth Kuebler Ross taught me to ask for a 
sign after someone dies that they are OK. The next morning after she died a 
very pretty little bird came and sat outside my window in the early morning. I 
knew that Mave was all right. I know that she will continue to help us in the 
Grail as we move forward. May you go in peace Mave!    ~ Mimi Power & Lena 

 Grail 
 O’Bannonville Road 
eland, OH  45140 

MBO DEADLINE: April 29 
missions: NLT@grail-us.org 
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