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Gumbo
~ The Grail Connection ~

May 2007 

STATE OF THE CENTER REPORT: AN UPDATE FROM CORNWALL

~ The Cornwall Community ~ 
Magda, with Cay, Peg, Emily, Simonetta, Sharon, Ixchel, Jessie 

Over the past several years, we at the Cornwall Grail Center have put much prayer
and work into re-expressing our continuing mission of community-based 
transformative education and leadership training for women--all of it offered in our 
naturally beautiful space cradled in the mid-Hudson Highlands.  Our "learning 
community" sees great reason for optimism as we continue to strive to reach our 
goals of financial sustainability and effective outreach for staff, residents, Grail 
friends, and those women who are yet to meet us… at the same time that we 
continue to discern how we can improve and do better.  

It’s been two years of incredible change here at the Center.  Through a spate of 
structural, staff, and policy changes, we have emerged with a strengthened (if 
smaller) core living community along with a committed group of regional Grail and 
non-Grail participants who are helping us in various areas of responsibility.  We have 
housed and provided support for the Women’s Institute for Social Transformation, a 
major initiative of the United States Grail to provide leadership training for women. 
And we have significantly increased our income generated through rentals and 
fundraising.  Each of these successes feels hard-earned--arrived at through a 
(sometimes grueling) process of discernment, consensus-building, negotiation, and 
consultation with the national and regional Grail.  It hasn’t been easy, but suddenly 
(it seems!), we look around us and find many seeds ripening into fruit.  

Our income has increased significantly in the past year.  Though we are still not fully 
self-sustaining--and understand the daunting challenge of becoming so--we are 
moving closer to this goal.  Because rental of our facility represents our greatest 
single source of income, we committed to increasing rentals to outside groups, as 
well as providing rental groups with improved services and a more attractive facility. 
To this end, we chose to invest in creating the position of Retreat Center Manager, 
which has been ably filled for over a year by Ixchel Allblood (formerly Rochelle 
Austin).  Her hire, in addition to a rate increase at the beginning of 2006, has led to 
an increase in rental income alone of nearly 20%.  Our winter "downtime" has 
shortened this year and we have been increasing our midweek rentals as well.  We 
also created and implemented an “ambiance committee” that has been updating our 
“look” and making the Phoenix more attractive and comfortable--an important 
change, according to the feedback we receive from guests.  These new rental 
strategies, along with professional consultations leading to the development of a 
marketing plan, help us to feel more hopeful as we work toward the day when our 
income matches our ever-rising expenses.
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We have also become increasingly aware of the need to have our programs--such as Wellness 
weekends, Family weekends, WIST and other programs--at least "break-even," and to that end, 
have requested more of a financial contribution from those who attend our events. 

Along with increased income from rentals and programs, part of the overall income increase was 
due to our holding our first-ever direct fundraising appeal, which netted an additional $10,000 
worth of income in 2006, with minimal expenditure and use of staff time.  The implementation of 
computerized tracking systems for financial recordkeeping enables us to better track our 
expenditures and helps us to make better-informed financial decisions.  

Structurally, the Transition Team approved the creation of a new administrative position at 
Cornwall--the Operations Manager--to oversee daily operations and provide for long-range 
planning.  They hired Sharon Thomson in September '05 to fill this position, and soon after, 
created and implemented a new Cornwall Advisory Body (CAB), composed of regional Grail 
members who are not part of the Cornwall staff.  The CAB was created in recognition of the fact 
that the minimal core community at the Center have all they can manage with daily operations, 
and that assistance with long-range planning and elements necessary to our survival--such as 
more effective fundraising, outreach, major maintenance, and programming--need focused 
attention, expertise, and continuity.  The Advisory Body is still evolving and has been functioning 
for over a year now.  The committees under the Advisory Body are still forming, and will work in 
their respective areas in collaboration with the Operations Manager and Cornwall community. 

Over the past year, we’ve worked to strengthen local, regional, national, and international 
connections as we work with others toward positive change.  We’ve increased our involvement in 
local events--including visibility at the Cornwall Quaker Fair, and sponsoring and donating space 
to local V-Day (violence against women) events, partnering with local groups such as the Orange 
County Arts Alliance.  This year's yard sale (in lieu of a Fall Festival), and our March Open House 
continue to attract neighbors and friends who might not otherwise visit our center. 

Regionally, our connection to New York City’s Politics and Spirituality group remains strong while 
the work of the CAB committees is absolutely dependent on regional participation.  Meanwhile, 
networking with notable individuals like Paul Winter, Sonbonfu Somé, and Devya--who have 
recently stayed with us, and who have strong constituencies in their fields--has increased 
awareness of our work (not to mention our availability for rental!). 

Nationally, our support for the Women's Institute for Social Transformation has been our #1 
strategic priority. Additionally, Cornwall staff members actively support national Grail projects, 
including the planning of this summer's national meeting on Shared Spiritual Practice. 

As part of our commitment to maintaining relationships with the international Grail, we have 
hosted a number of international visitors, including volunteers from Sweden and Canada for 
several months, a visit of some days from a Dutch Grail group, international visitors to the 
International General Assembly last August, and, most recently, an international group of women 
and girls connected with the UN Commission on the Status of Women.  Cornwall staff members 
work within various thematic and international networks of the Grail as well, to strategize and take 
action on cross-border issues.  These networks include the International Theology Network, 
Women of the Americas, Young Women of the Americas, and the UN Linkage team that helps to 
coordinate our activities as a UN Non-Governmental Organization.  

During this period, we have also put much effort into updating and enhancing our communication, 
administrative, and office systems.  We’ve improved our database, bookkeeping, and office 
computer systems, and worked to update our archives.  Our improved web presence--via our own 
site, and other related sites for rentals, job postings and so on--has led to increased rentals, 
better outreach, and more effective employee “recruitment.” Thanks to the editorship of Magda
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Durante, our Dove E-newsletter is more substantial with a professional look, which has resulted in 
more effective outreach to our regional and international network of friends and members.  We 
have been consulting with a marketing expert who continues to make suggestions in many areas, 
including improvements to our website.  

Equally important are the on-going maintenance of our buildings and grounds.  Significant 
improvements were made in this area last year thanks to the dedication and skills of Jenna 
Messier who presently lives in NYC and, we are happy to report, has begun a participation 
process for joining the Grail.  At the same time, our new maintenance committee has coordinated 
extensive major maintenance, while a small crew of paid contractors and volunteers fill our on-
going maintenance and gardening needs as these occur.  As part of our commitment to 
sustainability, Reina Estrada has been immensely helpful in restoring and refurbishing much of 
our furniture and upholstery, preserving the loveliness of our many fine wood pieces. 

In terms of human resources, the work of our present residential community--Cay Charles, Peg 
Linnehan, Simonetta Romano, Sharon Thomson and Emily Thomas (part-time)--is augmented by 
the valuable assistance of our non-residential staff.  Apart from Ixchel Allblood, our Retreat 
Center Manager, we most recently welcomed a new Administrative Assistant, Jessie Hamilton, 
who has a background in non-profit development and has already begun to make some 
contributions in this area.  Along with part-time maintenance (Mike Heubach) and cleaning staff 
(Maureen MacNamara and Ruth Letieri), our small but committed band keeps the place going. 

Although we were sorry to lose Jenna, Magda, and most recently, Reina, they are all still close 
enough to maintain their relationship with the Center and to continue contributing to our work. 
Meanwhile, we’re presently looking for a new resident groundskeeper, as well as advertising in 
the National and International Grail community for short and long-term residents. 

Through all the ups and downs of these past years, the staff--both residential and non- 
residential--have maintained a weekly community schedule that includes morning prayer and 
meditation, weekly spiritual discussions, community forums, staff meetings, and community 
meals.  This community life is the foundation that sustains all of us who live and work here, giving 
us a sense of purpose when the challenges sometimes feel insurmountable. 

Transitioning to a new model and new ways is never easy.  Looking inward to the Spirit and 
looking outward to our sisters has been crucial in this process of transition.  We thank our 
regional, national, and international network of members and friends for their support and 
inspiration through this long process.  We are also grateful for the on-going assistance of the 
Centers Quad and the National Council. 

To continue to strive to be better, to 
change and grow, while keeping the 
best of “the heart” of the Grail is still 
our challenge.  Thankfully, the Spirit 
is ever-new, and impels us to keep 
our eyes on the “prize,” the Holy 
Grail--a world transformed into a 
place of love, justice, and peace. 
We continue to work and pray to 
make the Cornwall Center an 
instrument for God’s love on this 
earth--to do what we can to ensure 
not only that it survive, but thrive--by 
taking one small step at a time. 

The Phoenix, Cornwall
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The following document was created by the Cornwall living/working community last year, 
as an articulation of our shared commitments in the midst of our diversity. 

PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY AT CORNWALL GRAIL CENTER

Living in the spirit of our Grail vision, we commit to the following principles of our community: 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE:  I commit myself to engage in communal spiritual practices, rooted in 
our diversity, as we align ourselves with Spirit to work for the greatest good. 

SERVICE:  I commit myself to service for the purposes of the Grail which includes service to 
others, to the earth, and to the collective interpretation of the signs of our times.  I 
recognize that I must also serve myself in order to do this. 

RESPECT:  I will do my best to respect the opinions, rights and needs of others in the 
community.

PERSONAL INTEGRITY:  I commit myself to a path of listening to my thoughts, acknowledging 
my emotions, understanding my beliefs and embodying them through word and action. 
I will do my best to follow through on promises and commitments that I choose to make. 

DIRECT COMMUNICATION:  I commit myself to learning how to communicate clearly and 
honestly with open listening, acceptance, and responses from the heart.  I accept that 
all people do not have the same communication styles, skills and vocabulary.  I will talk 
to people rather than about them.  I may seek helpful advice, but will not seek to 
collude. 

RESOLUTION:  I commit myself to making every effort to resolve disputes, not just avoid, 
ignore or move on with anger still in my heart – for disputes are tears and frays in the 
fabric of the beloved community, and will weaken and eventually destroy it.  In the 
event of a dispute or incident creating anger or frustration, I commit myself to the steps 
established by the community for conflict resolution. 

DISCERNMENT:  I acknowledge that Spirit is at work in the world to make all things new and 
commit myself, with the help of the community, to the path of discerning: 
--  when my personal attitudes or behavior patterns are no longer useful to myself or 

others
--  when I must look within myself for healing of my problems, criticisms or discontents 
--  when I must put aside my personal needs and issues for the sake of the 

community's well-being. I acknowledge that there are wider perspectives than my 
own and deeper issues than those that immediately concern me. 

I will listen to the voice of the community as it exercises its rights and responsibilities to the 
collective whole and to myself as an individual.  I make this solemn commitment in 
gratitude for the gift of abundant life, collective love, sustenance by the Spirit and in 
steadfast hope for a future of growth and fulfillment of the vision of the Grail. 

written and adopted by the Cornwall Community in May, 2006 
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AN INVITATION TO OUR GRAIL SISTERS

Are you in need of some Rest and Relaxation?  

Refreshment and Renewal? 

Are you considering your options for a Summer Vacation this year? 

Are you looking for a place where you can Write or Research or finish your Project? 

Are you interested in Deepening your Experience of the Grail by 
living and working at a Grail Center? 

If any of these apply to you, then consider spending time at the Grail Center in Cornwall, NY. 
You will have time and space to be with yourself, along with the opportunity to meditate, pray, 
and reflect in a communal context.  Opportunities to use your skills abound, if that appeals to 
you.  here are also Grail programs and gatherings at the Center and in the New York region 
that may be of interest to you. 

Situated in the beautiful Hudson Highlands, the Cornwall Grail Center is close to a wide 
variety of natural, cultural and recreational resources, including New York City which is an 
hour south of here.  This is a lovely setting for discovering new possibilities within yourself or 
finding new directions in your life as a Grail member.

We are eager to welcome Grail guests for brief or extended periods of time as a way of 
enriching our own communal life while keeping the Grail movement present and alive here. 
We are also interested in hearing from friends of yours who may not be familiar with the Grail 
but who you believe might benefit from this experience.  So feel free to pass this information 
on to someone you know. 

ARRANGEMENTS:

There are two possibilities for taking advantage of this opportunity: 

1) WORK EXCHANGE (based on your skills and our needs).  For fifteen hours of work 
per week you will receive a pleasant room of your own and access to food through 
our communal kitchen and our scheduled communal meals (at least one per week). 
If you wish to work more than fifteen hours, we can discuss the possibilities, 
including compensation, so please ask about this if you are interested.

2) PRIVATE RENTAL.  For $150 per week you receive the same room and meal 
access but with no obligation to work.  You would still, of course, be welcome to 
participate in all our activities based on your choosing. 

IN ADDITION:

We are very interested in building a new core community of the Grail at Cornwall and 
welcome all inquiries regarding short or long-term residential opportunities. If you are 
interested in arranging an exploratory visit to see if the Cornwall Center might be the place 
for you, feel free to write or call to discuss the possibilities. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

The Cornwall Grail Center, PO Box 475, Cornwall on Hudson, NY 12520 
E-mail: grailconh@igc.org
Phone: 845-534-2031 
Check our website: www.thegrailatcornwall.org
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PROGRAM REVITALIZATION PLANNING BEGINS AT GRAILVILLE

~ Pauletta Hansel, Grailville Co-Director ~ 

During my first interview for the Co-Director position in December, Meg Bruck and 
Judith Blackburn asked what ideas I might have for program development at Grailville. 
My answer was in two parts.  First, I told them how excited I was that I might have the 
opportunity to build on the work that Grailville has done, and that I have done 
(sometimes even at Grailville) of inspiring and empowering women and girls through the 
arts.  But, I said, should you hire me, my own ideas and passions must only be one part 
of what would drive programming decisions. There is the land itself to consider, the 
sacredness of the space and its immense potential to nurture and teach.  And there are 
the many people who have cherished and been cherished by Grailville, all with their 
own ideas and passions.

As I write to you now, I think of the quote from Frederick Buechner: “The place God 
calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
I want to hear this call, not just to me, but to Grailville.  Therefore, a first step in the work 
of redeveloping Grailville programming must be deep listening for that gladness and that 
hunger.

I have had the opportunity to speak with several of you informally about Grailville, as 
well as to read the minutes and reports of previous conversations and meetings about 
the ways in which the intersection of spirituality and sustainability can help define 
Grailville’s future.  Over the next few months I intend, with the help of Joy France, 
Grailville’s Special Project Coordinator and a to-be-hired program planning assistant, to 
listen in more structured ways, for example: 

 Continuing one-on-one conversations with a wide variety of Grailville supporters. 
 Facilitating “story circle focus groups” on your experiences with past 

programming at Grailville, and your hopes and dreams for future activities. 
(The first of these story circles will be held on May 17 as part of Third Thursday 
Cincinnati Politics and Spirituality gatherings, 6 p.m. at Perkins Restaurant, 9307 
Montgomery Road; the second during an Open Session during the Grail National 
Meeting in June.) 

 Conducting written and/or telephone surveys in order to speak with 
“stakeholders” with whom we can’t meet face to face (for example, past Grailville 
staff, volunteers, participants and retreatants). 

 Gathering more information from the wider community, for example organizations 
and individuals who have not visited Grailville but should! 

By late summer we will create a proposed plan to meet the Grail’s Mission Goals 
through programming at Grailville.  This proposed plan will be used to elicit further 
conversation about next steps. 

Simultaneously, I will be working with staff and volunteers to use what we already know 
about our “gladness and hunger” to implement 2007 programs at Grailville; currently in 
the works are the Outdoor Volunteer Days (see Mary Lu’s email), the annual Zen 

continued next page 



7

Retreat with Fr. AMA Samy, S.J. in September and our Creche Programs and 
Luncheons in December.  We will be working as a staff to develop and promote 
additional activities this year.  Though we must acknowledge our current limitations in 
supporting programs, we are very open to considering your ideas for sooner, as well as 
for later activities. Grail Council Programming Quad Coordinator Judith Blackburn has 
recently sent out a call for program ideas to Grail members through the listserv; we look 
forward to seeing the results! (see Judith’s article on page 9)  Also, please let me know 
if you would like a copy of a Grailville Program Idea Form that Beth Barr and I 
developed; it is already in the hands of the Michigan Grail.  Additionally, Grailville 
volunteers Lebe Robinson and Elizabeth Murphy will be working together and with me 
to supplement this proposal form with a guide on how to plan a program and coordinate 
it with Grailville facilities and staff.  Finally, as the new Guest Services and Facilities 
Assistant, Tonya Clark, comes on board, Retreat Center Manager Nina Naberhaus is 
looking forward to increased availability to help revitalize Retreat Center marketing, 
facilities and services.  As we say on Grailville’s website, “Now more than ever, the 
world needs havens like Grailville, sacred spaces for reflection and prayer.” The
Retreat Center’s goals of offering a hospitable place to both build community through 
meetings and programs and to experience nature and solitude has been and will 
continue be at the center of Grailville’s work. 

I look forward to your ideas, comments and questions, as well as to seeing you at one 
of our upcoming circles!  Please feel free to call (513-683-2340) or email me 
(ph.grailville@fuse.net) with your thoughts. 

HELLO, FROM THE HEARTLAND ECOVILLAGE!

We are so excited to be working with the Grail to find a site at Grailville for the 
Ecovillage!  We are also creating a membership application and agreements, working 
with an attorney on becoming the appropriate kind of legal entity, exploring financial 
options and educating ourselves on a variety of issues (wind power, wastewater 
treatment options, etc).

Many of you receive our quarterly email 
newsletter – please contact Bonnie 
Hendricks (513-683-5750, bonnienlt@grail-
us.org) if you would like to be added to that 
list, if you have questions or if you would like 
information about joining Heartland. 

There will be more information about 
Ecovillage in future Gumbos.  We look 
forward to an exciting future together! 

Grailville, continued 

Back row: Terry Marshall, Judy Leever, Fran Martin, 
Jean Wilson, Bonnie Hendricks, Bill Cahalan,

Judy Squire, Beth Barr 
Front: Joyce Asfour Heather Jobson with Isaiah,

Mary Lu Lageman 
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I had the privilege of leading a Writing Circle on Good Friday during Grailville’s observance of 
Holy Week.  Using the Week’s theme, “The Way to the Way,” writing together gave us the 
opportunity to explore how our own paths brought us closer to the sacred, and to each other.  I 
crafted this poem from excerpts of writing by Elise Gorges, Janet Kalven, Tovis Page, Lenie 
Schaareman, Audrey Sorrento, Jean Wilson and me, Pauletta Hansel (Grailville Co-Director).

WHERE WE ARE FROM

I am from the shores of Lake Michigan. 
I am from the grocery store of my grandfather, 
from a childhood of freedom on a farm,  
where I developed a close relationship with nature. 
I am from the sound of a horse chewing hay 
when your ear is pressed  
against the huge, flat, shifting slab of its cheekbone.  
I am from two parents, who would not have met,  
had it not been for the missionaries. 
I am from stardust, proof of an immense universe. 
I am from mysterious yearnings and deep emotions. 
I am living a life—my life—that I never really planned. 

I found God in nature, 
even though I was indoctrinated  
with a rigid Lutheran faith. 
I am from “right” and “wrong” and “not good enough.” 
When we woke one morning my mother said, 
“Now we have war.” 
I saw a plane, burning, falling down… 
We prayed a lot those days.  
I am from love that is unconditional 
only in hindsight. 
I am from longing. 

Where am I now 
on the way to the Sacred? 
With the yearly journey of the earth around the sun, 
I travel millions of miles in company  
with all the creatures of earth, 
with the planets and the stars… 
I plan not to figure it out.  
I am returning to nature 
as a reliable teacher 
of God’s creation: 
wonderment, the precision  
of the universe, 
the cycle of life.
God is the God of the expanding universe, 
a big enough God 
to fill my ever expanding heart. 
On the windowsill
of my city apartment 
I have a small fountain, 
the water flowing over stones 
from the shores of Lake Michigan. 
I am in the right place.
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GRAIL SEEKS PROGRAMMING ANSWERS

~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

I think we all agree that now is a pivotal time in the life of the Grail.  We’ve had our shake-
down three years with a National Leadership Team and a Council, our centers are getting 
stronger, and there is a new sense that something new is getting born. 

Part of my job as the Programming Quad Coordinator on the Council is to encourage and 
solicit solid Grail programming.  We know that 2007 presents us with a different reality from 
what we knew and loved in earlier eras.  We know that recruiting new and younger members 
entails understanding the times and what would be workable now, given the constraints on 
most women’s time and given our aging membership.  Therefore, it seems like a good time to 
put on our communal thinking caps and look forward to the Grail of the future.

Please take the time to answer one or more of the following questions, if you haven’t done so 
already via the listserv.  I can guarantee you that your ideas will be given serious 
consideration.

1. What is your idea of an exciting program the Grail might sponsor sometime in the 
near future? 

2. What resource person or organization would you like to recommend that the 
Grail invite to do a program? 

3. What are you or your Grail group hoping to do in 2008 that might benefit from 
some national funding? 

4. If you were to boil down essential programs that Grail members should all have 
the opportunity to experience sometime in their lifetimes, what would they be? 

5. What other Grail programming question would you like to answer?  Please make 
one up and then answer it! 

Kindly send answers to me via e-mail me at JBlackburn@fuse.net, call me at 513 305-2560, 
or drop me a line at 11227 N. 66th St., Longmont, CO 80503 with your ideas and suggestions. 

DISSERTATION ON THE GRAIL – CAN YOU HELP?
~ Tovis Page ~ 

I am a doctoral candidate in the Religion department at Harvard University, where 
I am studying the connections between religion, gender, and environmentalism. 
My dissertation uses the U.S. Grail at Grailville as a case study for examining the 
intersections between women/gender, religion/spirituality, and land/the 
environment.  I am focusing particularly on the periods when the land has been an 
important concern of the U.S. Grail--the 1940s-'50s and 1980 to the present--and I 
am concentrating on Grailville specifically.  To help flesh out my archival research, 
I am trying to get personal reflections on these topics from Grail members who 
have spent significant amounts of time at Grailville.  If you have the time and 
inclination to correspond with me on these issues, I would love to hear from you. 
Please contact me if you would like to fill out the questionnaire I have composed 
and/or would be willing to correspond with me: tpage@fas.harvard.edu;
(415) 308-0002; 245 Mississippi Street, Apt B, San Francisco, CA 94107
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GRAIL MEMBERSHIP – A TREASURE TO DEVELOP

~ Marian April Goering and Audrey Sorrento ~ 

In early April, a small group of Grail members met in a Development Forum at Grailville 
to revitalize Grail development efforts.  We included people with development 
experience in and out of the Grail, and representatives from Cornwall, Grailville, and the 
national Grail.  We asked practical questions about how we sustain and support and 
energize our Grail works and interactions. We discussed friend raising and fund raising 
strategies for the Grail.  We left mutually determined that successful future development 
efforts must involve integrated, responsible strategies to build financial viability 
throughout the Grail. 

And we recognized that “charity begins at home.” 

Each of us has a story – or stories – that capture the essence of the Grail for us:  living 
and learning at a Grail center, participating in life-changing programs, building deep 
relationships with women from around the world, learning music or prayer or liturgical 
rhythms, connecting with women who continually inspire our lives.  As Grail members, 
we treasure the vision and work and community of the Grail. 

Professional fund-raisers report that individuals are the greatest source of donated 
money – to churches, schools, and community or charitable causes of all kinds.
Therefore, our Grail fund-raising efforts must begin with the individual members, donors, 
and friends whose generosity has made Grail work and programs possible for many, 
many years.  Our journey of thousands of dollars begins with a single step here “at 
home.”

Every contribution to Grailville or Cornwall or the Grail National Budget or the Bronx 
Center or any Grail program is a contribution to the Grail.  These contributions sustain: 

 our Grail centers where hundreds of people each year find refreshment and 
renewal and where we gather to create communal life, 

 our educational programs like WIST and development of the Spiritual Center for 
Sustainable Living and Learning at Grailville, 

 the work of the Quads – membership, programming, international, and centers – 
and National Leadership Team, 

 national meetings and general assemblies with all the preparation and outreach 
to regions and groupings they involve, 

 preparation of Gumbo, the weekly e-mail news, and other communication 
materials, and

 our relationships and interaction with Grail members from around the world. 

If the Grail is a treasure in your life…  if you experience this treasure in the places and 
times and ways we meet and work together…  please share your treasure with the 
Grail.

Giving is a Grail member responsibility!

[Attending the Development Forum were:  Beth Barr, Meg Bruck, 
Marian April Goering, Pauletta Hansel, Bonnie Hendricks, 

Marian Schwab, Audrey Sorrento, Maureen Tate, 
Emily Thomas and Duanne Welsch.] 
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JOIN US, THE US GRAIL NATIONAL MEETING June 26- July 1 
 
 
 

What will be happening is something brand new: 
each of us engaged --and creativity breaking 
out all over! For those of you who have had a 
chance to participate in a regional meeting you 
got a taste of the “popular education” model we 
will be using. There will be chances to share 
deeply in small groups how your life has been 
touched by your spirituality and out of 
reflection on that and listening will come the 
new beginnings. 
 

Your National Meeting Planning team is very excited 
about what’s in store. We hope to create a way to be together, 
the beginnings of a new shared Grail experience building on our very real and 
dynamic spiritual diversity. At this meeting we will be starting a path together and 
where it takes us will be where those that show up lead us. 

THE GRAIL 



12

2007 NATIONAL MEETING ON SPIRITUALITY

GUIDELINES ON ATTENDING THE 2007 NATIONAL MEETING:

“TOWARD SHARED SPIRITUAL PRACTICE(S)”

~ Carol Siemering ~ 
for the National Meeting Team 

This meeting will be unique in the history of Grail meetings.  It is one that, using the 
popular education model, goes to the heart of our individual and collective spirituality 
and by its nature is participatory.  Therefore, there will be no “observers” at this meeting. 
Anyone who is not a Grail Member or Exploring Grail Membership must meet the 
following guidelines. 

She must have a mentoring group of Grail members.  This group will mentor her before 
the meeting, acquainting her with the history of how this meeting evolved and was voted 
on in a General Assembly, and acquainting her with the materials that have been sent 
out to the movement, in particular, its stated purpose as voted on in that GA.  The group 
will be responsible to assist her during and after the meeting as well.

To that end, included with her registration, we would like her to enclose a letter stating 
why she wants to come and what she hopes to experience from the meeting, as well as 
the names of those who are mentoring her and those who will be in attendance at the 
meeting.  In this way we can ensure a deep and meaningful experience for all. 

Thank You from the Process Group. 

NATIONAL MEETING REGISTRATION

EARLY BIRD RATE DEADLINE:   May 15 post mark 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:       June 15 

Contact the National Office if you need a registration form: 

nlt@grail-us.org or (513) 683-5750 



13

IN LOVING MEMORY: MARY SCHICKEL

~ Fran Martin ~ 

'Tis a Gift to be simple, tis a gift to be free 

'Tis a Gift to come down, where we ought to be 

And when we find ourselves in the place just right 

'Twill be in the valley of love and delight 

When true simplicity is gained 

To bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed 

To turn, turn, will be our delight 

Til by turning, turning we come 'round right. 

This Shaker hymn was one of Mary's favorites. 
It has always seemed to me to be a Metanoia 
reflection.  She knew so many, many folk 
songs, and shared them with everyone, in her 
family, at Grailville, when having guests, 
picnics, folk dancing evenings, bringing her 
children to carol at Christmas.  Images of those 
kinds of neighborly sharing times come to mind 
as I ponder this dear friend's life. 

Mary lived simply.  She was profound.  She 
lived a deep faith, expressed a beautiful and 
thoughtful wisdom, an attitude that I believe 
came through a peace that 'possessed' her. 

Mary was extraordinarily dependable on the 
Liturgy Team and in the Grailvillage Choir.  I 
mean more than being present!  She could 
change parts when and where needed, and 
through the years that happened quite 
frequently.  She was a 'support system' kind of 

person - "I'll be glad to make some calls" "I'll be happy to bake bread for the Eucharist" 
"Why don't you come over to my house to discuss the next event" "I'll be available for..." 
"I'll bring flowers" "Let's pray together" "Whatever I can do for..." 

Highlights were in abundance at Mary's funeral.  I'll point out one.  It was the song, God
is Love. Mary and Bill's eldest daughter Anna was directing the music and the five other 
daughters were singing the verses.  Their voices together made a joyful sound, the 
beauty of which I will cherish as I do the memory of Mary, and I felt she was singing 
with them. 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS may be made to: 

GRAILVILLE, 932 O'Bannonville Road, 
Loveland, OH  45140 

In Loving Memory 
continues next page 
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How wonderful that Mary 
chose such as 
significant day to meet 
the central point of her 
life.  She was a 
wonderful woman and 
her children are a 
reflection of her. 

~ Mimi Power ~ 

1st Catherine Shea and 
now Mary Schickel.  A 
string of good byes.  
These women were a loud 
example of harmonious 
family life and great 
examples of leaders.  I 
remember my first course 
at Grailville was Lydwine 
and Janet Kalven's 
Course on "Women."
They personified the role 
of women addressed by 
the Course. 

Mary and Bill sent me a 
beautiful letter at the time 
of Carmela's, my 
daughter, death.  I saw the 
growth of their family, and 
the beautiful work which 
Bill crafted at Grailville.  
They definitely made a 
deep and lasting 
impression on me, and a 
wonderful living example 
of Christian life. 

~ Priscilla Rivera Mechana ~ 

I can still see Mary 
dancing on the "tennis 
court" dance area for 
John and my wedding 
on May 8th, 1948, the 
third anniversary of VE 
Day of WWII.  John has 
been resting in the Spirit 
since Feb.12, 2005.  

~ Bernice Belair Sisson ~ 

We have enjoyed a special soul with Mary.  Her 
music, friendship and wonderful family is always to 
be remembered.  She has been a remarkable soul 
in every respect.  We have many fond memories of 
Christmas, swimming, dancing at the farm with the 
Archbishop’s presence and children’s 
companionship.

Her leaving on Holy Saturday to join God on Easter 
morn is a beautiful time for all of us to remember.  
Bill and the children will miss the human touch, but 
there is another angel in Heaven. 

~ Leslee W. Elsea ~ 

The Elsea’s owned the Schickel
family home before Bill and Mary

Mary was like the 
Oratory, a rock, a 
center of the world. 

~ Marian Ronan ~

IN LOVING MEMORY
~ ~ ~

MARY SCHICKEL

I am stunned at the loss of not 
seeing and hearing from Mary 
again.  We all must leave this earth 
one day.  I somehow think that 
Mary would have chosen Holy 
Saturday as a good day to meet her 
Lord.

~ Mary Hughes ~ 

Mary was always so 
kind, gentle and warm. 

~ Una Hargrave ~ 

continued next page 
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We were very touched by the news 
about the unexpected death of Mary 
Schickel.  Actively participating in the 
Holy Week Liturgy she was called to her 
own resurrection when the whole world 
celebrated the memory of Jesus’ 
Resurrection. 

You’ll miss her life presence 
everywhere.  From now on her presence 
will be different! 

With you and her big family we mourn 
her loss.  We are united in prayer and 
thanksgiving for Mary’s life. 

Loving greetings from the Grail in Germany 

~ Gerda Kaufmann ~ 

It was with great astonishment and sadness we 
receive the news about Mary Schickel.  Some of us 
knew her, and our group that has been in the last 
IGA at Grailville had the possibility of many 
contacts, even a marvelous lunch at her house with 
all the family. 

We pray for her, but specially we give thanks for 
her life and for this “mystery” of having died when 
we were celebrating Resurrection.  In it was her 
way to enter, during the celebration of the central 
time of our faith, in the TIME and in LIFE that has 
no end, and to plunge in God’s fullness. 

We are very close to all of you, knowing that we 
have another saint in heaven! 

For the Grail in Portugal 

~ Loreto Couceiro ~ 

I mourn with you Mary's loss 
at such an unexpected time. 

The joy of her presence 
among us all shall remain 
forever, together with all she 
has accomplished: in her own 
family, in the Grail, among so 
many people. 

United with you in this 
moment of pain, but in hope: 
as Mary is already there, 
where we all sooner or later 
are destined to be one day. 

~ Isabel Allegro ~ 
Portugal

The news of Mary Schickel’s sudden death came as a shock.  One couldn’t wish a 
more beautiful moment to pass over to New Life than on Easter Saturday and thus so 
intimately share in the Lord’s Resurrection together with all who have gone before. 

It was inspiring to read that Bill and many members of the family were present at the 
Easter morning liturgy at Grailville.  It will have strengthened their faith and given solace, 
knowing that now Mary is part of the heavenly choir singing for joy, but they will also 
have felt the loss of a most beloved wife, mother and grandmother.  And the Grail 
community will miss a devoted and talented sister and friend.  

We are writing on behalf of all Dutch Grail members, several of whom have grateful 
memories of Mary and the Schickel family.  We all share in your feelings of loss, as well 
as gratefulness for a life come to completion, and Easter joy and hope.  

On behalf of the Grail in the Netherlands 

~ Ton Brouwer and Josette Kersters ~ 

It was a great privilege to meet 
Mary and the family during the 
IGA and to receive such 
wonderful hospitality from Mary 
when I visited their home on our 
free day. 

We honour Mary for the 
wonderful life and the work she 
has given to the Grail over so 
many years.  We ask blessings 
on her, Bill and the family. 

May she now enjoy the fullness 
of life. 

~ Ruth Crowe ~ 
Australia; ILT 
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IN LOVING MEMORY: JUDITH HINES

Judith Hines died peacefully on December 12th, 2006, in Edinburgh.  Judith was born Kathryn 
Louise Hines on August 13th, 1921, in Wello, Minnesota and joined the Grail in 1943.

My recollection is that Judith arrived in Scotland in the late '50s and soon fell in love with the 
country and the people.  She became a social worker and worked for many years in the field of 
child welfare and adoption before changing track and developing a new career specializing in the 
care and welfare of the elderly.  Friends say she had tremendous energy and an ability and 
willingness to take up new challenges and to embrace change.  "She wasted neither time nor 
resources. Judith could recycle almost anything, and usually did!" 

~ Terry Marshall ~

~ Janet Kalven ~ 

I first met Judith Hines in the winter of 
1942-43 when I was on a lecture tour 
with Joan Overboss, talking about the 
Grail at Catholic women's colleges, at 
parishes, at Catholic Action groups.  At 
that time, Judith was a student at the 
College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, 
along with Patricia McNally who later 
married Bernard Hutzel.  She took Joan 
and me to her home in Mendota, 
outside St. Paul.  It was a real 
Minnesota winter--blizzards, deep snow, 
very, very cold.  I remember that she 
took great care to provide us with 
woolen bed socks and plenty of 
blankets.  She was a great hostess and 
was often part of the reception team at 
Grailville.

She came to Grailville for a summer course, stayed on for the Year School, and 
eventually became part of the Grailville staff.  She was a slim, attractive looking young 
woman with a gift for the textile arts.  She was a good seamstress and became an 
excellent weaver on the looms Grailville had obtained from a WPA project.  I remember 
that when Lydwine van Kersbergen was to be matron of honor at the wedding of Dan 
Kane and Mary McGarry, Judith made Lydwine's outfit--a grey wool jumper and a pink 
silk blouse.  For my lecture tour, she made me a jumper of a bright plaid material that 
she had woven herself.  She taught weaving to students in the Grailville Year School.
One of her students wove the wool tweed and tailored the suit she, the student, wore on 
her honeymoon. 

Like Fern Logan, she could look elegant in sack cloth.  She made lovely blouses out of 
the material from the sacks that the flour came in from the mill in Loveland and wore 
them with style.  She wove brightly colored curtains that hung in the old Grailville dining 
room for many years.  I remember her as a serene and gracious presence who helped 
to make Grailville a welcoming place. 

In Loving Memory continues next page 
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~ Pat McNally Hutzel ~ 

Judith was a person who got things done quietly and neatly.  When we were first 
at Grailville remodeling the big old Victorian house, she always looked perfectly 
attired, neat and tidy, while the rest of us looked mostly, a mess.  The workmen 
thought Judith didn’t really work, but we knew it was an art of itself.  She always 
had that gift of looking as though she could greet the Pope at the door. 

I knew Judith in St. Paul at St. Catherine’s College and we shared some good 
times.  I’ll always remember her wonderful laugh, you couldn’t help joining in! 

When we ended up at Grailville in our practical hand-made dirndl-jumpers (some 
blouses were from feedsacks!) there she was in her neat becoming cotton frock.  
No dirndl for Judith.  She simply never wore them.  She was always herself.  I 
went to see her in Scotland once.  Knew her the minute I got off the train from 
London.  She did not know me quite so fast.  I had changed in thirty or so years 
but Judith still looked neat, tidy and lovely.  She was busy with her many works of 
charity, but we had some meals together, they had a bed for me and Judith 
showed me Edinburgh.  I loved the city!  And she sent me shopping to the best 
places for gifts to take home. 

Then she arranged for me to see the Lake 
Country and though I wished she could 
come, I saw she had chosen “the better 
part” and I enjoyed it very much.  Later I 
explained that I needed an inexpensive 
place to stay in London and again she 
found me a room at the YMCA – a special 
place for students and tourists started by 
the Dowager Queen.  And I had time to 
walk two blocks to the British Museum for 
a memorable afternoon. 

Since then Judith and I had been writing 
back and forth, keeping in touch.  But now 
I will miss her lovely notes. 

Her example of full-time dedication to 
justice for many people, and especially 
her overland trip to Yugoslavia in a 
caravan with food, warm clothing, and 
medicines for those mistreated people, 
will always be my best and latest memory 
of my dear friend Judith Hines. 



A PEACE MOMENT FROM THE IGA …

MUSLIM PRAYER FOR PEACE

In the name of Allah, the beneficent, the merciful. 

Praise be to the Lord of the 

Universe who has created us and 

made us into tribes and nations 

That we may know each other, not that 

we may despise each other. 

If the enemy incline towards peace, do 

thou also incline towards peace, and 

trust God; for the Lord is the one that 

heareth and knoweth all things. 

And of the servants of God, 

Most gracious are those who walk on 

the Earth in humility, and 

when we address them, 

We say “Peace.” 
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