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IN PRAISE OF DIVERSITY 
~ Lynn Malley ~ 

 
With the momentous decisions facing us in 

the Grail right now it would seem that the more 
homogeneous we were and alike in thinking, the 
more ready we’d be to deliberate wisely. 
Actually, from all the research done since the 
‘80s on group decision-making, the opposite is 
true. What we need at this juncture of our 
process leading to the 2005 GA is the diversity 
of individual and independent reflection!! 

In his book, The Wisdom of Crowds, James 
Surowiecki says that “diversity and 
independence are important … groups that are 
too much alike find it harder to keep learning, 
because each member is bringing less and less 
new information to the table.“ He then outlines 
(with many varied examples from market 
activity, industry and social groups) the 
necessary components for a “smart group” to 
arrive at decisions which are better than the 
conclusions of experts. These components are: 
“independence (people’s opinions are not 
determined by the people around them), 
decentralization (people are able to specialize 
and draw on local knowledge), and aggregation 
(some mechanism exists for turning private 
judgments into a collective decision).” 

Between the posts on the listserv, the 
wonderful Spirituality Report, and the 
communications taking place in different teams 
and regions, it would seem that we are at a point 
where we as individuals are feeling it more and 
more possible to express our opinions with the 
expectation of being respected. In one place in 
his book, Surowiecki points out that “the best 
collective decisions are the product of 
disagreement and contest, not consensus or 
compromise.”  Being the Grail, we might change 
that sentence to read, “the best collective 
decisions come from a process of deep listening 

to difference and disagreement, knowing that a 
truth will come out of that exchange.” 

The fact that each of us have different lengths 
of time in the Grail is a diversity which brings with 
it “different visions, different expectations, 
different degrees of ownership…and different 
knowledge (of history, people, processes)” (Carol 
Barton, listserv). This kind of diversity is 
indispensable at this moment. So too are the 
different Spiritual and Theological perspectives 
crucial. All of these “specializations” bring to our 
decision making the necessary elements to 
arrive at a future Grail which is full of vitality and 
nurtured by our quest for God. 

If we can expand our use of the Dialogue 
methodology so that we can take advantage of 
our diversity, then we can come to the 2005 GA 
informed for collective decision making. 
Between now and October, we can share 
information, (about the “short list” of areas 
needing decision making, see p 2), have 
regional and cross-regional meetings, sharing 
the outcomes of those meetings nationally.  The 
NLT plans to be at as many of the regional or 
cross-regional meetings as possible.  

Using the Dialogue process on the listserv is 
difficult but possible. One way is to respond to a 
post without reading others’ ideas about the 
same posting first! This would take some 
discipline and risk – but, if we can experience 
differences of opinion as stimulating instead of 
non-affirming (and I think we can!), it could be 
exciting. 

Then at the GA itself, we can pursue the 
aggregation principle that allows groups which 
are informed, listening with respect, open to the 
Spirit within, to arrive at decisions which “bubble 
up” and become owned by the group.  
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SHORT-LIST OF ISSUES NEEDING WHOLE MOVEMENT DISCERNMENT
from National Grail eNews, Friday 8/6/04 

During the discussion underway on the listserv, a call came for “a short list” of issues 
confronting us as we look towards an October 2005 GA.  An initial list was posted on the 
listserv, this is round II.  The issues listed below are urgent. Each one of these deserves a 
separate posting to underline the seriousness of the problems. 

1. Overall purpose of the Grail. The Council is working to develop a "strategic plan" for the 
Grail, starting with a vision and mission statement. Without a shared understanding and 
agreement about our major purpose(s) for existence, it is difficult to decide where to 
invest time, people and money, attract new people and raise funds to keep going.  

2. Grailville and Cornwall need Grail input and staffing. Grailville is seriously overdrawn and 
have facilities which are in great need of repair and attention.  

3. Lack of Grail volunteers to fill necessary works. As Jackie pointed out all last year, we 
don't have the folks to do the work necessary to keep the Grail going.  

4. A communication system. The US is a huge country and communication has always 
presented us with a challenge. Relying on snail mail is very expensive and labor-
intensive. Relying on electronic communication leaves some people out of the loop.  

5. New structure. We need to revisit the structure in terms of: optimal number on the NLT, 
having replacement procedures for an NLTer and getting clear about how and where 
decisions are made.  

6. Working well with diversity. As the last flurry of listserv posting indicates, we need many 
opportunities to work through our differences while maintaining our individual points of 
view. The health of the movement depends on this as much as knowing our purpose for 
being. 

 
This is indeed a time of transition and, as Marian Schwab said, it's hard to know the future. 
Maureen Tate often asks us to look at the "points of energy" to see if they are indicators of what 
we already are. We think this list bears knowing too. The ones we have heard about are: 

1. The retreats taking place in MANY regions. Each of these inspired their participants in 
living alternative life styles.  

2. The Spirituality Team This group of women have worked well together, respecting their 
diversity while holding tight to their individuality.  

3. The Bronx Grail. Every month, 20+ women gather for a Grail meeting. They are building 
something right there that can inspire the rest of us.  

4. The Politics and Spirituality group in New York. Here are like-minded women coming 
together for renewal, debate, and sharing. Again, like the Bronx, it's a point of energy for 
us to look at. Their use of 'dialogue' as a methodology can be a crucial tool for all of us to 
learn so we can handle our differences better.  

5. The number of young people returning for weekends to Cornwall to discuss spirituality 
and try to figure out what makes us tick.  

6. The Grailville Strategic/business Planning Team. Members of the Grailville staff are 
looking at options for Grailville. They are inspired by the values learned there as well as 
being mindful of the finances needed.  

7. The vast number of individual women who, inspired by their ongoing commitment to the 
Grail or their past contact with the Grail have become "leaven" in their own communities 
and families, working for a piece of justice. 
This is the beginning of a running list of the issues we need to look at between now and 
Oct. '05. As we go along, problematic issues as well as energizing elements might be 
added to this list as we grapple with the above.
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A “NEW” JERSEY REGION IN THE WORKS 
~ Debra Lambo ~ 

 
There was a gathering of wonderful 

Grail women at my home in Princeton, 
NJ on August 7. The day was unusually 
cool for August in New Jersey but 
worked well for a backyard gathering of 
nearly 30 women. It started out as the 
annual summer gathering of the Politics 
and Spirituality group that meets once a 
month in New York City, but this year I 
decided to invite a few Princeton 
women as a way of introducing the Grail 
locally. What better way of informing 
others about the Grail than introducing 
them to women of the Grail? 

The day had some structure, a time 
for introductions with each of the Grail 
women sharing a bit about the role of 
the Grail in their lives, food, and plenty 
of time informal conversations. There 
were Grail women (as well as women 
in-process) from Baltimore, Bronx, 
Cornwall, NYC, Northern and Central 
NJ, Brooklyn, Queens and, of course, 
Princeton. The day gave an opportunity 
for us to spend time together in a 
relaxed, unstructured way. 

The women that I invited from 
Princeton were women that I know from 
different areas of my life i.e. the local 
chapter of Amnesty, Catholic Church, 
College Bound (a youth mentor 
program), and a few neighbors. It was 
fun that I found myself inviting people, 
and what a wonderful surprise they all 
showed up! A couple who could not 
make it expressed an interest in finding 
out more about the Grail at another 
time. 

For me, the difficult part is where do 
I go from here? How can the Grail be 
"operationalized" here in central NJ and 
is there a need? Jackie has said there 

is no future unless we have outreach; 
why do I think the Grail needs to have a 
future? I did not ask myself this 
question before, but now that I find 
myself in the position of where do I go 
from here, I find myself thinking about 
these issues. 

My first response is because of the 
history of this movement, and because 
of the individual women that I have 
gotten to know, those who have been in 
the Grail for a lot longer than I. The 
Grail started as a movement that 
believed women had a unique 
contribution to make to this world, and I 
still believe that is true. What I would 
like to rethink is how might we be doing 
this? In the time since the Grail started 
women's role in the world has certainly 
changed, so for me the question is, if 
we continue to be a women's spiritual 
movement what might this look like 
today? I am excited about the potential 
for the Grail and want to quote from 
Viana Mueller, "the Grail is very much 
'in process' as we reinvent ourselves." I 
too believe that we are 'in process' and I 
am not sure what the next step will be 
for us here in Central NJ (and perhaps 
from other areas of NJ) but I will 
certainly keep you informed. I have 
started by speaking to each of the 
women individually and plan to have 
another gathering for those who are 
interested in the fall. I have some vague 
ideas about where I imagine we could 
go, and what some of the needs might 
be, we'll see. 

So I write this article to let you all 
know about a joyful Grail social event 
that also has the potential to be a way 
to grow and invite others to join us. 
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BELARUS REPORT  
~ Nusia Matura ~ 

 
In the early spring of 2004 the IPT received an invitation from the 
International Association for Humanitarian Cooperation, Belarusian 
Women’s Forum, to participate in the 3rd European Women¹s Spring 
Academy in Minsk, Belarus. I was interested in attending because I 
have the hope that the Grail will interest women from Eastern Europe. 

 
In April of this year I took part in the 3rd 

European Women’s Academy held in Minsk, 
Belarus.  Belarus is a small country bordered by 
Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine and Russia, thus a 
zone of cultural, religious, and political encounters 
and confrontations.  Somewhat reluctantly it 
acquired its independence from the USSR in 1991. 
More than a decade later the upheavals of the 
political transition have left many in extreme 
poverty.  Belarus has few natural resources – 
though good potential for sylvaculture and 
agriculture – and relies on Russia for 95% of its 
energy needs.  

In 1986, 70% of the total fallout of the explosion 
of the Chernobyl nuclear reactor in the Ukraine 
affected Belarus, contaminating soil, forests, water 
and the underground sources feeding the rivers.  
The health of the population is drastically affected.  
I was told that out of 100 live births today only 7 
are normal. After various types of bone and thyroid 
disorders, now, 19 years later, the problems are on 
the endocrinological level. Denial seems to be the 
official position of the government. De-pollution is 
slow and costly. Those who speak out against the 
regime lose jobs, are imprisoned, or go into exile.  
After the hopeful period of perestroika there is 
discouragement and a general pessimism that life 
will not improve for Belarus citizens.  Without the 
soviet economic system, unemployment is rising; 
inflation is almost 300%. 

In this context the theme of the meeting, “With 
Tenderness to Life – Women’s Contribution to the 
Culture of Non-Violence” was a daring and hope-
full one.  40 participants from 12 countries were 
housed on site at a soviet-era workers’ rest camp; 
each day busses brought local women from Minsk 
so that we were approximately 60-100 for the talks, 
workshops and celebrations. The language used 
was Russian with German interpretation. (Because 
schooling is in Russian linguists expect that the 
Belarusian language will disappear from current 
usage in the country) I brushed up on my Cyrillic 
alphabet before going hoping that I would grasp 

more and also counting on my knowledge of 
Polish; during the conferences I was one of 4 
participants who had personal translators into 
English. 

 

The foreword to the program states: 
 
Dear Sisters! We are holding this European 

Women’s Academy in the country of the last 
dictatorship in Europe, where human rights are 
violated on a mass scale and the free 
expression of criticism is impossible.  Fear and 
toleration of violence are gradually developing 
on all levels and the real aftermath of the 
Chernobyl disaster is still kept secret from the 
public. 

Traditionally the issue of violence is limited 
to a discussion of war and peace as well as 
questions of discrimination towards women… 
Alongside the traditional approach lie the issues 
of the violation of human rights, destruction of 
the natural balance in ecology, the broadcasting 
of violence in mass media, domestic violence 
and trafficking in human beings. 

 
As one speaker said, “with tenderness to life” 

is a declaration of intent and the workshops held 
during the 4-day meeting examined different 
aspects of this, such as conflict resolution, 
trafficking in women, opposing violence, social 
concerns and ecology. Discussions were not the 
only way of sharing.  There was an excursion to 
the ballet, straw weaving and “Krambambulya” - a 
traditional drink of vodka, honey and spices. 

I went to the meeting knowing full well that I 
had little or nothing to contribute in the way of 
knowledge resources; all that I could bring as a 
woman from the western world was my presence 
supporting the struggles of the women of eastern 
bloc countries to “handle life with tenderness”.  
The European Women’s Academy was an 
opportunity for those women to hope that hope 
would spring up again.
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 SPIRITUALITY TEAM 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

 
At last the report “Questions and Answers 

about Our Grail Spirituality” is in your hands 
(and if it didn’t arrive, please let the National 
Office know and we will send you a copy either 
by email or regular mail). This report is truly a 
group effort. The first part of identifying 
answers and tallying those that were similar 
was done by the team members in the 
Cincinnati/Loveland area. Then the writing of 
the summaries was done by the part of the 
team that met at Grailville before the National 
Retreat. 

We worked very hard not to “editorialize,” 
but to summarize the answers as succinctly as 
we could. If there is something that you 
expressed in your answering the questions that 
we missed and that you would like to see 
expressed, would you let us know? We have a 
handful of responses that arrived after we 

finished the report, and we will continue to 
process these and any other comments you 
have, and report back to you in the future. 

One of the works of the Spirituality Team is 
to be a sort of clearing house to process our 
dealing with spiritual diversity, encouraging 
groups and individuals throughout the country 
to interact with each other to articulate, to 
explain, and to deepen our spiritual meaning 
and practices. You will see a column by Anne 
Hurley in this issue of Gumbo that we hope will 
start to fill the need for sharing sources for 
reading and discussion. We will also continue 
to share anonymous quotes from the 
responses to the questionnaire that we feel you 
might like to see.  And we’ll share responses to 
the report itself if you send them to Fran 
McLaughlin or email them to me: 
mgdevlin@comcast.net  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
A couple early responses to the spirituality report to share are: 
 

“I have been in so many good discussions over the years with others in the Grail about their 
faith journeys that I was at first disappointed with the abbreviated comments.  I wanted to hear 
a whole story from everyone.  My second reading made me realize that only this form could 
have worked, in terms of quantity of material, but also as the appropriate first step in a new 
process.  It does reveal the work to be done and the reality of our various perceptions.  As I 
said in my own feedback, our diversity lies not so much in an influx of different traditions as an 
evolution in religious understanding among adult Christian women in the last 30 years who 
have been observing and listening to their own experience.  This doesn’t make it any easier 
when some reject certain traditions that to others are essential to the name ‘Christian.’  This, 
plus the fact that some women are following spiritual practices of other than Christian 
traditions, does present great challenges to our common practice.” 
 
“My experience … at national meetings is that there is already a lot of sensitivity to this reality 
and creativity in drawing from different sources for our common rituals so they will express 
universal themes.  One methodology occurs to me that might help in this area: that, at any 
common gathering, whoever leads a ritual, whatever her tradition or practice, will work with at 
least 2 others to think through the content, considering all who are present.  If the leader is 
introducing an experience unfamiliar to some or is using traditional texts from any tradition, 
that she interprets to everyone the significance of the words and forms for HERSELF and from 
what point of view she asks others to join her.  This is not well thought through but is an 
attempt to begin to think of how we use our diversity to share, without fear, what we hold most 

continued next page 

mailto:mgdevlin@comcast.net
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dear in our beliefs, and in fact ‘teach’ each other the content of our faith and spiritual practice 
in ways that we can appreciate and participate in.” 
 
“A part of the feedback that struck me is people’s experience of being ‘put down’ by others 
and comments made in the ‘how we treat each other section.’  It saddened me because the 
intense training in ‘group process’ in the 60’s and 70’s was intended to give ‘voice’ to everyone 
and to overcome domination of the many by the few.  Is not this an issue beyond spirituality 
that we need to address, perhaps with training sessions from time to time, that remind us of 
ways to be both honest and respectful with one another?” 
 
“Your report came today and I have read it carefully.  I want not only to thank you, but to say 
that I am greatly inspired by it.  It has a ‘live’ quality to it and seems very fair … I am especially 
struck by the honesty of the report, e.g., 1c, where you refer to our relations with each other.  
While indeed they are basically caring, I have often felt that there are some among us who are 
treated by some of us as second class citizens.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
To continue sharing some of the quotes from the responses to the questionnaire itself, here are some 
answers to Question 5: Tell us, as best you can, the source of the life and growth of your spirit… 
 

“The Eucharist; other shared prayer experiences; silent prayer (although that isn’t easy 
for me); openness to beauty in nature, art and music and in other people; experiencing 
God in the struggle for peace and justice in the world and in places of pain and 
suffering; mutuality of love.” 
 
“I’m not connected to the institutional church at present.  I find nourishment in nature 
and in the arts, especially poetry and painting.” 
 
“Native, meditation (Buddhist), music, reading old scriptures.  Don’t know how to 
incorporate cosmic, very new and not fully formed, tradition into my own prayer.” 
 
“Hard to say at this point.  But I try to be faithful to a time of prayer each day…” 
 
“Direct ‘spiritual ’experiences that have shown to me again and again the absolute 
fundamental reality beyond the world of appearances and ‘ordinary’ waking 
consciousness – so-called everyday reality.  I have received these through grace.  
These experiences have changed my perception about my life, its meaning, and the 
incredible potential we all have as divine beings living in human bodies.” 
 
“Daily meditation and biblical reading of the day – psalms, reflective books, weekly 
Mass and Eucharist, monthly ‘Focusing’ (a practice) doing it for each other … with a 
Spiritual director who is a friend, Reiki, gathering with Grail members 4 times per year 
for a time of reflection.” 
 
“Grew up Catholic, Grail influences in the 50’s, always questions … Zen practice – 
value of silence – one day at a time, cosmology –God in all – justice/woman/love, 
centering prayer – self awareness –God presence” 

 
It is difficult to chose which quotes to present because they are all so rich.  We will continue to do this 
in further issues of Gumbo.
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SPIRITUALITY RESOURCES 
~ Anne Hurley ~ 

~ for the Spirituality Team ~ 
 
What are you reading?  Seen any good movies lately?  
Heard music, a poem, or a lecture, seen a painting or 
sculpture that inspired you?  Know of a good website?  
The Spirituality Team is inviting all Grail Members to 
share resources in this column that have helped you to 
deepen your spirituality or grow in your understanding of 
spiritual diversity or both. 
 
If you have read a book that helped you in your spiritual 
journey, tell us about it.  It could be just a line or two 
mentioning the author, title, and why the book was 
meaningful to you, or, if you wish, you could write a few 
paragraphs, giving a more detailed account of the book.  
The same goes for a video, a series of videos, lectures 
or music on cassette tapes or CDs.  Please be sure to 
include information on how readers can obtain a copy. 
 
Please send your contributions to me, and I’ll forward 
them on to Gumbo.  My email address is: 
gracegiven@110.net   
 
I’ll close with a quote from a book that I’m currently 
reading. 

 
“I picture the religions of the world in a circle with 
the center as the mystery of the world, the deity.  
The adherents of those diverse religions are drawn 
by this X at the heart of the world and give it 
names such as Allah, Great Mother, the Eternal, 
Nirvana, and the Unsearchable.  But giving a 
name and forming a tradition is not the decisive 
issue; rather, it is how far the pilgrims advance on 
the way from the periphery of the circle towards 
the center.  How close is the unutterable X to us?  
… the distances between the various points of 
departure on the periphery become even smaller 
the closer we come to the center.  And so, the 
differences between the individual approaches 
also become less important:  in the heart of God 
they have disappeared altogether.” 

Dorothee Soelle in 
The Silent Cry  Mysticism and Resistance

page 51. 

 
Here's an example of how one 

religious community deals with 
diversity and depth: 

 
If you want to experience a very 

unique High Holiday service this year, 
please consider coming to daven (“to 
pray”) with Rabbi Michael Lerner at 
Beyt Tikkun Synagogue in San 
Francisco. On Rosh Hashanah he will 
be joined by Marianne Williamson and 
on Yom Kippur by Starhawk. 
 

You don't have to be Jewish to use 
this period (from Rosh Hashanah, 
which begins the evening of Wed. 
Sept 15th through Yom Kippur, on 
Friday night, Sept. 24th and all day 
Saturday, Sept. 25th) to focus on 
inner and social transformation. The 
services led by Rabbi Lerner are 
accessible for people who don't know 
Hebrew and yet at the same time are 
very good for people who like the 
tradition and don't want a version that 
is so creative that it misses the 
fundamental wisdom inherent in the 
traditional structure of the service. 
This service is an exciting blend--lots 
of Hebrew, lots of English, plus 
meditation, dancing and shmoozing 
with wonderful people. Music by Achi 
Ben Shalom and his Beyt Tikkun 
Band. Advance registration necessary 
(and no, the community does not have 
the capacity to provide help in finding 
accommodations in the SF area). 
For Info: 

www.BeytTikkun.org
(415) 575 1432 

mailto:gracegiven@110.net
http://www.beyttikkun.org/
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 NATIONAL GRAIL RETREAT 
~ Mary Gindhart ~ 

 
Be still and know that I am God 
Be still and know 
Be still 
Be 
 
These words from Psalm 46 were on the 

wall of the Grailville dining room during the 
Grail National Retreat, July 5-11, 2004.   

On July 6, Teresa Wilson introduced the 
morning session on Delegitimization of 
Militarism and asked people to share their 
experiences of war.  Individuals got up and told 
the group of experiences in their families after 
World War I and during and after World War II, 
the Korean War, Vietnam, the Arab Israeli 
conflict and the current crisis. The effect was 
very powerful in making me realize that we 
must work to delegitimize war.  Joyce Minkler, 
who is the U.S. member of the Grail’s 
International Council, led the afternoon 
session.  She had us discuss questions 
regarding culture and spirituality as we have 
experienced it in the international Grail: if you 
have lived and worked in another country: what 
did you bring back to the Grail in the US?; how 
did it change you?; what country had the most 
impact on you? 

At the opening of the silent retreat, Eva 
Fleischner encouraged us to be open to the 
gifts of silence: heightened ability to listen and 
more awareness of our own inner voice, God’s 
voice, nature.  I found that the quiet in the 
oratory, dining room, houses, meeting areas 
and public spaces very helpful in getting to an 
inner stillness.  We were given a small booklet 
to use during the simple morning and evening 
prayers in at the oratory that framed each day. 
Candlelight circles before evening prayer were 
opportunities to share our daily reflections. 
Work projects gave us a chance to be outdoors 
cleaning garlic, weeding the wetland, etc. 
Afternoon sessions encouraged us to use our 
creativity in art and writing.  Healing touch 
massages, yoga, and chi gong helped us to be 
mindful of our bodies. 

On each of the four days of silence, one of 
the retreat planners from Pilgrim Place gave a 
presentation exploring one of the themes in the 
Faith Statement. 

 

Barbara Troxell, 
“God the Mystery of Our Lives” 

Audrey Schomer, Creation Spirituality 
Joann Lamb, Justice and Peace 
Eva Fleischner, 

“A Multitude of Radiant Colors” 
 

Barbara shared her growing understanding 
of God’s presence and action throughout her 
life as a child, young adult, campus minister, 
pastor, District Superintendent, spiritual 
director, and still continuing now. Audrey 
arrived dressed as a goddess/witch/woman-of-
the-night/magician.  She spoke of the wonders 
of the cosmos and the current ecological crisis, 
and then concluded with a quote from J. 
Krishnamurti:  You must understand the whole 
of life, not just one little part of it.  That is why 
you must read, that is why you must look at the 
skies, that is why you must sing, and dance, 
and write poems, and suffer, and understand, 
for all that is life. 

Joann’s presentation was on videotape 
since chronic lung disease prevented her from 
traveling to Grailville.  She said, as a Grail 
member I came to believe that meaningful 
spirituality calls for us to act, especially with 
others, for justice and with compassion. Joann 
urged us to act for justice and peace.  Eva 
reflected on how her encounter with Judaism 
has shaped her life of faith and the possibilities 
she sees for the Grail as we support one 
another’s searching and discoveries, rejoicing 
in the radiant colors which the one light evokes 
from the crystal.  In the prayer time after Eva’s 
talk, the names of all the USA Grail members 
were read, so we could pray for each person.  
The four days of silence ended with our 
sharing a festive Sabbath meal.  In her 
presentation, Eva had talked of the Sabbath as 
the greatest gift of the Jewish people and of 
the Sabbath meal as a family celebration. 

continued next page 
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Sunday morning, Barbara Troxell 
celebrated A Service of Word and Table: The 
Eucharist to which all were invited.  After she 
prayed: In the fullness of time bring us with all 
your saints, from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
which God has prepared from the foundation of 
the world, we remembered those who have 
died and are part of the communion of saints: 

the founders of the Grail in the USA, 43 USA 
members who have died, and Maria de 
Lourdes Pintasilgo who died in Portugal on 
July 9, 2004. 

The retreat closed at Sunday lunch with 
songs, readings, sharing, good bys and hopes 
that another retreat will happen before too 
long. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL RETREAT RESOURCES 

~ Dorothy Rasenberger ~ 
 

Those of us at the Grail Retreat in July 
enjoyed the benefits of hard work and 
thoughtful planning by the Claremont, 
CA Grail community. There were a 
variety of activities each day including 
presentations in the mornings that 
added insight and personal experience 

to current Grail themes. 
I have paper copies of three of the 

four talks and could duplicate whichever 
ones you'd like and mail them to you, 
regular mail. (Audrey Schomer was the 
4th speaker on "Creation Spirituality" 
but did not use a written text). 

 
THE TALKS AVAILABLE ARE: 
 
1) "The Grail: A Multitude of Radiant Colors": On Religious Pluralism, 

by Eva Fleischner, a theologian, scholar and activist on Jewish- Christian relations. 
2) "In These Times: A Call to Serious Justice and Peace Work", by Joanne Lamb, 

who with her husband, Jim, has a history of social justice activism and education in 
the Boston area, Mexico, New Mexico and now in California 

3) "God The Mystery of Our Lives", a Faith Journey, by Barbara Troxell, an ordained 
United Methodist minister, who among other things, was formerly Dean of Students 
at the Pacific School of Religion and on the faculty of Garrett College in Chicago. 

 
Each talk is 10 pages, costing about a dollar to duplicate and mail. If it's convenient to send this 
it's welcome but not necessary. To order: Write or e-mail: 

D.J. Rasenberger, 400 2nd Ave. #26G, New York, NY 10010 
or e-mail: dorjaneR@msn.com  

 
Copies are available electronically from the National Office: NLT@grail-us.org  

 

mailto:dorjaneR@msn.com
mailto:NLT@grail-us.org
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Much has changed in the Grail.  Many of us still identify as 
Roman Catholic and cherish our Catholic Roots.  Others 
are inspired by other traditions, especially those of the 
East. Still others perhaps adhere to no established religion 
at all, but follow the promptings of their heart into paths 
that do not have a name, other than the search for 
something more.  And even the Catholics among us keep 
searching for new ways of expressing and living our faith.  
The image, “a multitude of radiant colors,” fits us today. 

As human beings we are always in 
danger of absolutizing our own 
limited view of reality, whether 
religious or secular.  In the case of 
religious truth such absolutizing 
can be called idolatry: because we 
make our own finite human reason 
and understanding the final and 
ultimate norm, rather than God 
(whether we do so consciously or 
unconsciously).  St. Augustine said 
long ago:  “If you think that you 
understand God, that which you 
understand is not God.”  We are 
always in danger of losing sight of 
the Divine Mystery, of what Martin 
Luther called “the hiddenness of 
God”; of substituting our human 
reason for the Ultimate Mystery.  
According to The Cloud of 
Unknowing, a 14th century mystical 
book by an unknown author, the 
hidden and ineffable nature of God 
is shielded from human 
understanding by “a sort of cloud of 
unknowing.”  This “cloud,” as the 
author insists, “is always between 
you and your God, no matter what 
you do, and it prevents you from 

We live in a time that is full of 
wonderful new opportunities – of 
learning from the wisdom of other 
traditions.  These opportunities 
can also represent dangers for us.  
We may be so ready to learn from 
others, so embarrassed by the 
arrogance and intolerance in our 
past, so unsure of our inherited 
beliefs (because of inadequate 
knowledge) that the encounter 
with the wisdom of other traditions 
may cause us to abandon our own 
inheritance.  The encounter can 
lead to new growth and vigor, or 
to a lukewarm relativism (“it’s 
really all the same, one religion is 
as good as another…”)  Or, is 
there perhaps a third possibility?  
Maybe it can lead us into 
unchartered territory, where all we 
can do is trust that there is a 
Power in the world that wants 
fullness of life for all of us. 

We need to distinguish between uniquene
One of the positive results of the ecumenic
growing awareness of the many things reli
with each other.  This is an exciting discov
important, however, not to lose sight of the
them.  Mohammed is not Christ – Buddhis
God – the Christian view of eternal life is n
Christianity, with its belief in the Incarnatio
Uniqueness is often confused with superio
the difference we can relax, and admit oth
Letting go of our sense of superiority does
uniqueness of Christ and of Christianity. 
Quotes from: 
 

“THE GRAIL:  
A MULTITUDE  

RADIANT COLORS”
   

y Eva Fleischner 
 

NATIONAL  
GRAIL RETREAT 
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seeing God clearly by the light of 
understanding or reason.”

The mystery, however 
we name it, is beyond 
any and all human 
formulation, or 
understanding, or 
imagining.  It is far 
greater than any and 
all religion.  Put 
another way, no one 
religion has the only or 
final word (Paul 
Knitter).  Perhaps even 
the word “religion” 
itself is too narrow, 
unable to hold all the 
longings of our hearts.

ss, and superiority.  
al movement is our 
gions have in common 
ery.  It is equally 
 differences between 
m does not speak of 
ot Nirvana, etc.  
n, is indeed unique.  
rity.  If we understand 
ers’ uniqueness.  
 not endanger the 
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 IN MEMORY OF OUR LOVED ONES 
 

Stephen Cooney - Free at Last! 
~ Eva Fleischner ~ 

 
I had the privilege of being with Nancy, 

Chuck and Katherine in Milwaukee for 
Stephen's Memorial service on July 25. It was 
a bitter-sweet experience - a mixture of deep 
sorrow over Stephen's untimely death, but also 
of joy: joy over the outpouring of love and 
support of so many friends, joy over glimpses 
into a Stephen that many of us had not known. 

The service was held at All Saints Church, 
where Stephen and Chuck had sung in the 
racially diverse gospel choir. (Chuck sang with 
the choir in France and in Uganda and all were 
present in full voice.) Fr. Jim Dammier, 
presider at the Eucharist, recalled Stephen as 
a young boy, to whom he had given First 
Communion. Stephen responded with a 
childishly wrapped Egyptian ankh and the 
words "to a good priest" which Jim treasured. 
The church was filled with people of every age 
and color, friends of Katherine and Stephen as 
well as Nancy and Chuck. 

The previous Thursday night there had 
been a service in Oshkosh, the small 
Wisconsin town where Stephen has been living 
with his six year old daughter, Zykiah, where 
he had been in treatment for his addiction and 
where he died on July 14. Nancy felt that this 
community, which had been of such 
importance to Stephen also needed to come 
together in his memory. How right she was! 

I was not at the small catering restaurant 
offered for the event by the owner, a member 
of the recovery community for 19 years, but all 
who were spoke of it as a deeply moving 
event. Many of the forty young friends, some in 
recovery, spoke of their love, respect and 

admiration of Stephen. For Nancy, Chuck and 
Katherine it meant a deep insight into the last 
years of Stephen's life. They also learned that 
he had written poetry of great depth and 
beauty. At the end of the sharing, led by 
Stephen's counselor, Katherine played a 
favorite reggae of Stephen's and the group 
formed a circle that was not quite a dance but 
surely put them in touch with Stephen's playful 
spirit. 

I want to share with you the eulogies given 
by Tom Landers and Mary Kelly, godparents, 
and the intercessory prayers written by Chuck. 
Contact Tom Landers at thosland@webtv.net if 
you would like a copy. 

There is a lovely picture of Stephen and 
Zykiah taken by Nancy just five days before his 
death that can be accessed along with four of 
his poems via the funeral home's website 
www.konrad-behlman.com

To help with the education of his beloved 
six year old daughter, you may send checks to 
the Cooneys c/o Zykiah Lee Cooney Education 
Trust. 1206 Magnolia, Oshkosh, WI 54902. 

Nancy, Chuck and Katherine send you their 
love. They ask for your prayers as they await 
the decision of the judge regarding Zykiah's 
guardianship and future living arrangements on 
August 19. 

Plans are being made for a burial service at 
Grailville All Saints weekend Oct 30 -Nov.1. 
Call Terry Marshall at Grailville for info: 
513-683-2340. 
 
And finally, here is one of my favorite poems: 

 

Sugarplum Fairy 
 

Dandelion tufts float gently on the breeze 
As butterflies dance in the sunlight. 
Your little smile brightens my heart 
As your eyes sing songs of rejoicing. 
How perfect you are in your innocent essence 

How blessed is the world to know you. 
Sleep, little one, sleep. 
Let quiet peace overcome you. 
When you wake, let your spirit blaze 
With the fire of all creation. 
   Steven H Cooney 11/02 

mailto:thosland@webtv.net
http://www.konrad-behlman.com/
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Mary Kane - A Song of Love 

 
 ~ William Schickel ~ 

 
 
 

Mary Kane’s husband, Dan, was 
known locally and nationally as the 
“dean of Catholic communications.”  
Mary was known as “the power behind 
the throne.” 
 Although she did not receive the 
same public accolades as her husband, 
Mary had an intimate impact on the 
lives of many people.  She celebrated 
her Catholic faith at home through the 
arts of singing, reading, discussion, 
hospitality and the celebration of the 
Christian feasts and seasons. 
 I was blessed to be one of the 
people who spent many years 
witnessing her joy.  When I first met the 
Kanes they lived in Loveland in a 
rambling older house called Maranatha 
(“come lord Jesus”) near Grailville (the 
center of the American Grail 
movement.)  The Grail was a vital 
international Catholic lay women’s 
movement founded by The Rev. Van 
Ginnigan in Holland.  The Grail utilized 
the unique power of women through 
their feminine gifts and intuition, to bring 
about constructive development in the 
world.  Mary was an involved member. 
 For many people in Cincinnati 
the Kanes’ home was a gathering place 
for discussion, music, dancing, general 
hospitality and loving outreach. 
 I asked a few of Mary’s friends 
what their most vivid memories of her 
are. 
 I received some colorful 
answers.  My wife has memories of 

watching Mary care for her aging 
mother, Anna McGarry.  Anna founded 
the Catholic interracial council in 
Philadelphia.  My wife also remembers 
Mary singing Negro spirituals in a 
glorious voice. 
 Long-time friend and neighbor 
Patrick Hill also remembers her hearty 
singing voice, contrasting with her 
uncompromising negotiating for what 
she believed to be right.  Patrick recalls 
being with a group picking beans in the 
garden.  As they went down the rows, 
he lagged behind talking.  Mary tapped 
him on the shoulder.  “Pat you’ll never 
talk a green bean off that bush.” 
 About a week ago our grandson 
Emil Robinson was driving Mary to our 
son John’s 50th birthday party.  As Emil 
helped her into the car, she turned to 
him and said, “I’ll be a rousing 
conversationalist young man, because 
they say I am beyond the age of 
reason.” 
 For my wife Mary Frei and I, now 
married 56 years, the Kanes still inform 
our lives and the lives of our children 
and their families with their legacy of 
love and culture.  When “a song of love” 
summarizes a woman’s life, she is a 
rare and powerful person. 
 Mary Kane died May 2 at Llanfair 
Retirement Center in College Hill.  Mass 
was celebrated at the Grailville oratory.  
She was buried in Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery.  She is survived by her son 
Thomas. 
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SACRED CIRCLE 
~ Kathleen Walzer ~ 

 
The newest Grail Women’s Task Force 

program is “Sacred Circle.”  A number of us 
had read the book of the same name by Robin 
D Carnes and Sally Craig and were drawn to 
the deep commitment of the women to the 
circle (at least a year) and the deep intimacy of 
the sharing that occurs during the evenings.  
This group is quite different from the more 
intellectual book discussions (see the May 
issue of Gumbo); these women are truly 
walking together on their spiritual journeys: 
exploring life transitions, painful or joyful 
events, providing loving listening ears when no 
others are available or appropriate. 

Following the structure in the book enabled 
us to set up with a minimum of difficulty.  In 
December 2002, Judith Blackburn and I put out 
an open invitation to all Grail Women Task 
Force Women and many friends, hoping to 
form a group of 8 to 10 women.  Exactly 8 
women met at my home on a bitter cold night in 
January 2003 to set norms and move forward.  
We continued to do outreach, then closed the 
circle after three months.  During the year, we 
met monthly, rotating among members’ homes, 
with two women each time taking responsibility 

to prepare the agenda and distribute it ahead of 
time.  Any topic was fine.  At the end of the 
year, we took a full meeting to evaluate the 
year; it was quite interesting how much 
openness and honesty had developed that 
showed up in the evaluation process.  We had 
few absences, probably because we worked so 
hard on the schedule to make meetings when 
everyone could come.  Following the 
evaluation, everyone decided to commit to the 
circle for another year.  Only one person had 
dropped out; her place was taken by a person 
who was waiting. 

We have covered the spiritual aspects of 
some very fascinating topics: art, aging, body 
image, and family, just to name a few.  We 
have had a house blessing, many rituals, and 
have known the peace of a beautiful garden.  
Prior to each meeting, we do “catch up” so no 
major event in anyone’s life since last meeting 
goes unspoken. 

Each of us seems to believe that this is a 
different way of being in our spiritual lives.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me: (513) 583-9329 or e-mail pet4kat@fuse.net  

 
************************************************************* 

 

My Psalm 
~ from the Philadelphia Grail retreat; see July Gumbo ~ 

 

God, we are confused –  
My strength and my comfort – where are you? 
I am fearful. 
Where will we end up? 
 
Our leaders fall away. 
They are like dogs running after their own tail. 
They have no clue where to go.

Lord, give us vision, 
So that we find our way 

To peace, to justice, 
to compassion 

To embrace, 
To love, 
To save 

To follow the path, 
You have given us, 
Into the light. 

 

~ Lenie Schaareman

mailto:pet4kat@fuse.net


 
DEMILITARIZATION: WORKSHOP VIDEO, PAPERS AVAILABLE 

~ Teresa Wilson ~ 
 
At a pre-silence meeting during the National 
Retreat in July, 40 Grail members shared their 
family histories as affected by war. Teresa 
Wilson offered this workshop to continue a 
process of educating ourselves on the 
Resolution on Demilitarization that was passed 
unanimously at the 2003 General Assembly. 
Trina Paulus captured more than a dozen 
personal reflections of the effect of war on 

individual member’s lives and their families on 
video. Some spoke to lived experiences in 
European cities during bombing attacks, some 
on the long-term damage done to fathers who 
fought, and others to the pride of immigrant 
families who served the country that provided 
their life opportunities. The video could be used 
as an introduction to local group sharing.  

 
Also available on request (paper copies or electronically): 

 

"War Is Not Healthy for Women and Other Living Things: Towards the Delegitimization of War" 
a speech given at the UN on International Women's Day, 2004, by Cora Weiss of the Hague 
Appeal for Peace 

 

"The Connection Between Militarism and Violence Against Women" 
an article by Lucinda Marshall reprinted from Z-Mag.org 

 

Jonathan Schell's, "The Unconquerable World: Power, Nonviolence, and the Will of the People, 
an Outline, With Some Reflections" by Thomas Ambrogi 

 
These materials are available through the National Grail Office. They are offered now as an 
experiment in building a wider curriculum for Grail use. 
 
 
 
The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: October 29 
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org 
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