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Gumbo 
~The Grail Connection~ 

 

September 2006 
 
 
 
 

2007 COUNCIL LEADERSHIP UPDATE 
~ National Leadership Team ~ 

 
Each voting Grail member should have received her Council election ballot. 

 
If you have not yet mailed your ballot, please vote by email: nlt@grail-us.org. 

 
Votes need to be received in the office by September 8. 

 
 

New Council members will take office January 1 and serve 
a 3-year term, ending December 31, 2009. 

 
COUNCIL SLATE 

 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM (2 FULL-TIME POSITIONS) 

Bonnie Hendricks (full-time) 
Maureen Tate (part-time) 
Beth Wasmer (part-time) 

 
CENTERS QUAD COORDINATOR: Meg Bruck 

 
MEMBERSHIP QUAD COORDINATOR: Rose Mary Clark 

 
PROGRAM QUAD COORDINATOR: Judith Blackburn 

 
 

NOTE: The full Council includes 2 other positions: 
 

INTERNATIONAL QUAD COORDINATOR: Marian Schwab 
was elected to this position in April 

 

TREASURER: a replacement is still needed for this crucial position; please 
contact the National Office if you are interested or have a suggestion. 

 
 
 

The Grail listserv address: ga2003@discuss.grail-us.org 
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Manuela Muianga & Sara Jona Laisse of 
Mozambique, where Portuguese is widely spoken 

IGA REFLECTION 
~ Marian April Goering & Marian Schwab ~ 

 
Grailville alive with the activity of women − meeting, working, praying, playing.   
Grail members in intense conversation, sharing laughter, with colorful clothing, speaking 
a variety of languages.  Lectures, discussions, songs, prayers, and hopes for the future. 
 
At this IGA, the Grail committed to understanding 
one another better by committing to a more 
sophisticated process of translation.  All 
participants received earphones.  Speakers and 
participants could address the group in Spanish, 
English, Portuguese and sometimes German and 
an amazing team of translators − including Laura 
Kaplan − provided simultaneous translation.  Not 
only did those who don’t speak English at all have 
an effective way to hear the dialogue, but those 
who speak English as a second language had the 
freedom to present a comment, suggestion, or 
question in their own language − confident that it 
would be translated for the English speakers.  
Several major presentations during the IGA were 
in Spanish or Portuguese so the native English 
speakers learned what it is like to get program 
content from translation.  As we brought ideas and 
concerns from different cultures and perspectives, 
this translation process created a new bridge for 
understanding in the international Grail. 
 
Several concerns formed the focus of this attention to communicating, translating, 
and listening.   
 
SPIRITUALITY:  The international Grail took an important step to address spirituality as 
we practice and understand it in our variety of cultures, countries, and backgrounds. 
 

The IGA Flashes in the National News − 
and Mary Gene’s comments in this 
Gumbo − give some expression to this 
issue.  Our search for the deep common 
ground of spirituality is crucial for the 
Grail here in the US and internationally 
in coming years. 
 

Grailville fossil rocks at a morning prayer 
 
SOLIDARITY:  In thought provoking discussions of solidarity, IGA participants discussed 
the common issues and concerns we face − globalization, poverty, destruction of the 
environment, condition of women’s lives − as well as the resources we have in 
addressing them.  As we share information, understanding, prayers, money, time, 
abilities, every Grail woman and every Grail country has both something to give and 
something to receive. 

continued next page 
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Grail Network delegates weave a web of interconnection 

Young women from the Loveland-area spend an evening with IGA delegates to learn about the Grail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORMATION:  Responding to the interest of new or younger women constitutes an 
important formation concern.  In addition, on-going formation − growth in understanding 
and commitment − needs to be part of each Grail member’s involvement.  Programs 
that bring women together regionally and internationally for an intensive formation time 
have been fruitful in helping to develop both national and international leadership and 
contributions. 
 
At this IGA, the international Grail committed to taking steps in each of these areas.  An 
international Spirituality Forum will take place in July 2007.  A solidarity proposal 
described many steps and strategies to improve our practical sharing.  A Formation 
Core Team will stimulate development of regional and international formation programs 
in the coming years. 
 
As the documents and reports from the IGA become available, you will receive more 
information and detail.  We are eager to share these and other developments − and to 
invite US Grail members to increase their participation in international Grail exchange 
and experience. 
 

IGA, continued 
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REFLECTIONS ON SPIRITUALITY AND THE IGA 
~ Mary Gene Devlin ~ 

 
Fran Frazier was talking to us about the Feminine Face of God.  She had us look into 
the face of the woman sitting next to us.  And really look.  Take her in.  I looked at 
Angelina and she looked at me.  I saw her smiling eyes, the seriousness of her look 
under the smile, the smoothness of her beautiful skin.  She looked at me.  We didn’t 
look away.  We were looking into the Feminine Face of God. 
 
It was moments like this that infused the IGA with enormous energy – a tangible feeling 
of the Spirit of Love – of amazement at being there with our sisters from the world over 
and being there in peace.   
 
I was one of the International Spirituality delegates, along with Ticha Vasconcelos of 
Portugal and Imelda Gaurwa of Tanzania.  Cay Charles, who worked with Ticha for a 
year on the two days devoted to Spirituality, let me have her seat, and became a 
Spirituality Resource Person – very present, very quietly responsible for so much. 
 
The way the experience of the IGA and the work of the Spirituality Team preparing the 
U.S. Grail National Meeting next June intersected in my life confirmed the great hope 
the original Spirituality Team had in writing the Proposal for last year’s GA – that we 
would, if we go deep enough, meet in our diversity, and that we might, if we work at it, 
find ways to express our Grail spirituality in deeply rich ritual. 
 
We were a diverse group of women at the IGA – in our cultures for sure, in our 
understanding of our faith, in our spiritual practices. 
But in drinking water from a 
soapstone bowl at an early 
morning ritual at the 
Grailville Wetlands, in 
singing and jumping the 
Papua New Guinea song 
during  the Offertory 
procession at the 
Assumption Day Mass in the 
Oratory, and in everyday, in 
various ways and traditions, 
praying for Peace at three 
o’clock, we were just plain 
one. 
 
We worked so hard to understand each other.  The strain to be sure we were 
understanding the other’s expression in language, or that they understood ours, was a 
powerful metaphor for our reaching out to take in the other as we really looked, really 
listened, really prayed together. 
 
I am very encouraged about the work on spiritual diversity that we in the United States 
have undertaken.  At our best, we are diving deep into the practice – into the expression 
of faith – into the holiness of life we find ourselves in.  And at that depth, we are meeting 
each other, and recognizing God in each other.  We are in a deeply authentic place. 

continued next page 

Morning Prayer at “The Well,” the Wetland at Grailville 
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Hand washing ritual during a prayer for Land and Water 

 
 
We are at a place of peace.  With effort and with hope, we can all worship together, and 
in this we will find the Grail expression of our spirituality that we are searching for. 
 
Soon, we will be sending everyone a mailing to start preparation for the national 
meeting next summer.  We ask you all to read it in the silence of the quiet spaces in 
your lives.  We will ask you to meet in regional meetings, as we did last year in 
preparation for the 2005 GA.  We will have work for you to do there, in preparation for 
our national meeting.  It will all depend on your going deep into your own holy space 
and finding the way to share some of this with each other. 
 
In the meantime, there is something that we in the United States can do for the rest of 
the world.  I do not say this lightly, because at a meeting like the IGA, one becomes 
very humble very quickly, given the US stance vis-à-vis the rest of the world today.  But 
what we can do, is work to articulate our own individual spiritual path.  How we got there 
is good.  The stories of our various transformations on the way is good.  But even 
better, is what we actually do when we pray…what happens…how it is. 
 
One very holy woman from Africa said to me, “I will always be Catholic, but after this 
experience, I can be open.”  Women from all over the world would read our stories, and 
our experiences.  The Spirituality papers sent out for response by Cay and Ticha before 
the IGA are examples of the kind of thing we can write.  In this way we can give our gift 
of diversity to Grail women everywhere – one by one – in humility – it’s simply our story 
– “in my experience, it is this way…”   
 
I know it is in this kind of meeting that transformation takes place.  In a homely example, 
I think it is in brushing our teeth together, my battery powered brush zizzing away, the 
wooden stick of the woman next to me doing its job – our eyes meeting in a laugh at the 
juxtaposition – that we find our common life.  It is in the laundry that I really met Nancy 
who then gave me one of her dresses – and made me laugh and cry and hug her.  It is 
in walking the labyrinth that we bumped into each other, lost each other, found each 
other and accepted our humanness in the difficulty that walking a way implies.   
 
Let us celebrate our own ways – our unique United States gift – our love for each other 
in the midst of spiritual diversity.  Alleluia!  
 

 

IGA, continued 
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HEAVEN! 
 
IGA group members 
feed one another 

AT THE END OF THE FIRST DAY of the IGA, small groups presented creative reflections 
on the day’s work, which had focused on sharing and understanding the life and 
work in our countries and networks. 

 

 
ONE GROUP offered a glimpse of ‘hell’ and ‘heaven,’ enacting the Long Spoons* tale: 
 

A woman was given permission to see both heaven and hell while she was 
still alive.  Naturally, she elected to put hell first on her itinerary. 

To her immense surprise, she found hell to be a huge gathering of people at 
a feast, stretching as far as she could see.  There were tables and tables laden 
with every imaginable delicacy, and people were seated at them.  But the 
people’s voices were raised in a cacophony of lamentation and woe.  She 
observed that the eating utensils were so long that try as they might, the people 
were not able to bring the food to their mouths. 

With a sense of deep sadness, but hopefully with relief in sight, she headed 
for heaven.  To her surprise, she found exactly the same scene: rows of dinner 
tables filled with culinary delights and the same long-handled spoons.  But here 
the people were laughing and rejoicing, having a fine old time.* 

 
And this is why: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* the ‘Long Spoons’ excerpt printed is from Adam Smith’s Mistake by Kenneth Lux 
 
 
ANOTHER GROUP ended the day in this way: 
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The kitchen crew backstage at the IGA: Kate Devlin, Ann 
Steffy, Maria Bauernfeind (Germany), Josephine Nakagolo 

(Uganda), Judtih Ettner (Germany), Ceci Figueroa 

GRAILVILLE UPDATE 
~ Beth Barr ~ 

 
Please join us in welcoming our new Retreat Center Manager, Nina Naberhaus.  Some 
of you met her at the IGA as she heroically managed to both begin learning her job and 
to welcome and assist Grail members from all around the world.  She and Mark have 
been working together during the month of August as Mark attempted to pass on the 
wisdom and experience of years in 30 days.  Mark will then focus on his new restaurant, 
The Veg Head, and on providing meals for Grailville guests, while Nina takes 
responsibility for the Retreat Center.  Nina comes to us with experience in hospitality 
(from working at an Inn in New Mexico) and in caring for residential properties (a small 
business she ran in Washington State).  We are really enjoying working with her at 
Grailville.  We’ve learned that her bachelors’ degree is in music, sacred choral music in 
particular, and that she loves to sing. 
 
The IGA was a busy and beautiful time 
here at Grailville.  What a gift to 
experience the richness and energy of an 
international gathering of Grail women!  
There are so many people who did various 
kinds of ‘backstage work’ – too many to 
mention here.  But Grailville would 
particularly like to thank Ceci Figueroa and 
her kitchen volunteers who did an amazing 
job of providing food.  Fran Martin and 
Terry Marshall synchronized their watches 
and carried off a complicated series of 
airport runs with a corps of dedicated 
volunteers.  Also, Ann Steffy, her friend 
Janet, Ed Wilson and his son Howard 
spent several days before the IGA power 
washing, sanding, replacing boards and 
painting the front steps and porch of the 
House of Joy.  Huge thanks to them! 
 
As those of you in Groups Two and Three know, the participatory process continues to 
unfold.  Since the last Gumbo, we held an all day meeting for members of Group Three, 
the Advisory Committee and staff to work in small groups on particular ideas for 
Grailville and to discuss several topics currently before the Committee.  By the time you 
read this, we will have held another conference call for Groups Two and Three and we 
are setting up a series of calls on topics such as ‘Grail programming’ and ‘Ecovillage’ for 
later in September.  It’s never too late! If you would like to join Groups Two or Three, 
please let me know at bb.grailville@fuse.net. 
 
  

Grailville has created a listserv for the Grailville participatory process. Members of Grail 
groups two and three are on the list (along with Advisory Committee members, Council 
members and other interested Grail members). If you would like to participate in this 
conversation as well, please email Beth at bb.grailville@fuse.net to be added to the list. 
 



 

RE: BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY 
~ Judith Blackburn ~ 

 
Since Simonetta Romano entitled her excellent article about WIST programming 
in the July Gumbo BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY, I'm taking the opportunity to 
announce the upcoming revision of a book I co-authored of the same name. 
 
BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY: MAURICE MCCRACKIN'S LIFE FOR PEACE AND 
CIVIL RIGHTS is the biography of a Presbyterian minister, now deceased, who was 
defrocked ('tho-later re-instated) because of his radical witness in behalf of 
pacifism, prison reform, anti-racism, and empowerment of the poor. 
 
This book may be of interest to Grail members since McCrackin was a great 
friend of Grailville. His Findlay Street Neighborhood House in downtown 
Cincinnati drew many Grail members as volunteers in the '50s and early '60s. I 
am now in the final stages of editing the galley proofs of BUILDING THE BELOVED 
COMMUNITY, which should be available in the fall from Trafford Publishing: 
www.Trafford.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grail 
932 O’Bannonville Road 
Loveland, OH  45140 
 
GUMBO DEADLINE: September 29 
Submissions: NLT@grail-us.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Masthead graphic created by Lynn Robbins 
Gumbo Editor: Bonnie Hendricks 
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